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Deai Dre. Bousfield:

I awm sorry I had to leave the discussion at the Hovel
Astor, August 16th, but I was already very late for my work av
the clinics May I thank you again for your kindness in heving
invited me to so pleasaut and interesting a meeting.

I was very much stimulated by your opening remarks and
the problems you posed that confront us - Negro Workers in pPublic
Heaitns Two very obvious facts seem of great importance to us.
The first is that there is such an entity as Negro puolic health,
whether we wish it or not. Vival statistics are compiled in most :
parts of this country on & racial basis and problems are posed
specifically for Negroes. The second fact is the difficulty we
Negroes, interested and trained in public health, have in secur-
ing our proper place in public health programs. The tide has begun
toward the proposition that Negro workers in public nealth can do a
better joo among Negroes than White workerses AS you candidly pointed
out there is the necessity to prove this and to extend Negro partieci-
pavion in public health programs.

It thus appears to me that our group of twenty odd people
at the luncheon had these things in common: an interest in public
health, training in public health, being confronted by the problems
of Negro public health and the fact of being Negroes and the diffi-

culties experienced from that.

Yesterday's meeting left me with a feeling of regret that
this was apparently an episode

an experience prolonged. For in
worthwhile to have the names, co
person at the luncheon to be abl
mail, to consult with them on th
to our worke
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While I object very strongly to hastily formed and poorly
advised orgauizations, I wonder whether iv would not be possible
to have some sort of loose connection among the members of this
group to at least find out whether or not eventually an organiza-
tion of some sort would be desirables The sending out of monthly
or bi-monthly mimeographed bulletins would help to acquaint each
with the work of the other. It would seem logical that the
Rosenwald Fund which has sponsored so much in the way of Negro
public health would be the sponsoring orgeuizetion in thig. Of
course no organization of this type could take tne place of our
large navional organizations such as the American public Health
Associetion and the American Medical Association to which all
people interested in public health should belonge However, I
believe the problems we meet are sufficiently profound end suffic-
iently peculiar that some sort of organization eventually would
be warranted to assist workers in dealing wivh those problems.

I am very sorry not to find the opportuniiy to talk to
you personally before I leave for Puerto Rico, but I should like
very much to keep in touch with you while I am down there. My
immediate address there will be;

C/0 Insular Sanitarium
Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico.

Sincerely yours,
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/ JEROME S. PETERSON, MeDe
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