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Name John Hannibal Carter Field: Modern

Teacher of Foreign Languages
Sumner High Sehool
4248 West Cottage Avenue, St. Louls, Missouri
Pl f Work
b S A comparative study of Bourget and Balsac dealing with techmnic in the
novel, characters, style, traditionalism and socisl philosophy.

Wishes to work for Ph. D, degree under Dr, Joseph F, Jackson at the
University of Illinois. Has been admitted, Probsble duration of werk one year,
beginning June 1942, Will seek position of teaching and research st ons of the
larger Negro universities.

Personal Data Born Menmphis, Tennessee, August 1909, Married, cne Age: 32
child, VWife is social worker. Two dependents,

Undergraduate Work University of Illinols, A. B., 1929,

Graduate Work University of Illinois, A. M., 1933
University of Illinois, summers, 1937, '38, '39, '40, '4l.

Experience Instruetor at various schools in St. Louis, 1929 -, $1400-$2700,

Accomplishments

References

Joseph F. Jackson
Samuel F. Will
Paul Emile Jacob

Atk Resilten Budget Summary
Howard Veranon Canter ‘
(A1l of Undversity of Illinois.) g:::nl m:nlf“ded $1,865.
Lorenzo J, Greene, Lincoln University (Missouri). From Fand f&ﬂ.
¥ .

AMOUNT GRANTED
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PLEA
The study on Bourget end Palzac upon which I am presently enga-ed

is intended te fulfill the dissertation reguirement of the University of Illinois

toward the dootorate in Fremsh. The subject was suzgested several years ago by

Curtius the German scholar in his authoritative study of Palzac published by

Friedrich Cohen in Porm. Enil@e Faguet, the French oritic, in his more recent

work on Dalzse indicates the same problem as a fertile field for scholarship.

Prof, Albert Feuillert of Yale University, end brother-in-law of the subjeot of

his scholerly investigation, in the preface to Paul Bourget (Paris, Librairie

Plen 1937), also incicates the need of definitive research upon Bourget as a writer

influenced by Falzeo's literary eand scoial theories. Balzac has beocme perhaps the

dominant figure in the study of the modern novel, its purpcses and influences; & vast

amount of scholarly effort is being expended upon him, perticularly in this country,

until the demise of the late Prof.Dargan, at the University of Chiocage. The effect

of Palzao upon modern thought and mo;.cty, as well as upon that which is more purely

literary, grows increasincly appurent and importent, with widely wveriant views

propounded by different schools: some of the fussian school holding him & propenent

of revolutionary theories, investigators of other schools pointing to him as a bulwerk

of religion and traditionaliem in Frence, a prophet of the moral and national deoay

brought about by the revolutions end the rapid sccial shenges in the France of the

early nineteenth century. If Balzac may be sald to be the historiographer of the early

portion of the century, producing s soclology of pessimism, Bourget is admittedly his

diciple, direoted toward literature by the impect of the master's mind as revealed in

books end more or less us & psycho-soclolosist, also as & moralist,attempting to

portray and even to stay the vast sociolozical and pelitical changes in Frenoch during

his lifetime operating to the detriment of the mational welfare =- changes foreseen

by Balzao, and even to some extent fashioned by antoﬂ-ry production. The pﬂmt

status of Framse and of the world situvation lends ter wl//ihity to a cmtiﬂ

SYA
study of the thousht of these two. By .‘..nwltigniion will M to determine the
E siegs NP
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-2-
exect literary relstionship of these two, the significance of their relatiwely
complementary portrayal of the two hulves of & rather long certury end the walidity
of their sooiel theses.

Thie prosrem of research wes “irst undertaken in the summer of 1941 at
the University of Illinmois under the direetion of Prof.Joseph F.Jackson, heed of
the Frenoh lepartment, a:d ss the result of several conferences with hin’
following my completion of course requirements and exaninations other than the
final leadins to the dootorate in his department., The study has been pursued
rather closely simce and now requires even greater attemtion for its suscessful
oonclusion. The history of the subject to the present date hes been sdequately
covered, its yamifications and possibilities revealed by data now in my files,
the availeble critical material has been ressonably exhausted, and direot
examination of the works of both muthors is now in progress. Sufficient study
and research of the problem reascnably may Le expeoted to attain completion early
in the [irst semester of the scademic year 1942-43, thus leaving suffisient time
for its final redaction before June of the seme year; 1 plan to give awvailable
time to the subject this school year until June, when, nmaturally, it will exact
x;udividod attention. The work will continue under the personal direstiom of
Prof. Jacksen, who as & friend of Feuillerat has special interest in the subject
and can obtain for me ascordingly first hand information and adviee with regard
to Bouwrpet,

I have long desired to direct my efforts toward literary critioclism and creative
writinge This study, if successful, certainly will £1ill & gap in the literary history
of the past century, and may lead to & more utisfufory interpretation of the
literature and scoiety of tho present one. Prof. Jesob, mg is Sviu end even &s J
Mﬂ:oo fully aware of difficulties in Americe -+mm; r vfu. sucges -uq(u
lhcluld/  to help fom thl

e A A

years ago that literary eriticiam is my metier,




minis of scholaras in literature at Figk, Atlanta, or Howard, and have
an environment conduelve to truly produstive thinking, to have &

greater oppo-tunity to make a real sonmtribution to eamest thought end
letters,
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_® le‘!ﬁi.lgg Haonibel Vault No. 62463
Sept.21,1926 Sept. 21,1025 50120 %.,Tm-m % 18,1909
LohoS, General Bapnibal C. Carter

DRI 'th m.lﬁ,lﬂﬂ Address of parert or zuardisn

bl ‘onors in Latin June 14.1029 4607 Evens Ave, St.louis, Miscourd
BT TN SO claseification of Student

: m
L Latin 2a 4 L El-.uu% Spanish Spunish la 4 &
n" Froueh Fren, la ¢ A SECOND & ER 18:?-88
Mor%o Composition khet, 1 S 2 ;.ttin Composition Lo:i:lg 2 A
Plan igzonomstry > asitus
B !.:mr %&. 1 A Im oto }ru.l.it.ntm ren, i i
«31b B -ml panish c: b 4 A
Infnntrr Drill Mil, la A English History H & 3 A
I try Theo #ile. 1b IS Prineiples of Soeiel So0. s B
oty Eooi¥rsn 192526 PiEae® e Sect R 1e
Plavtus & Terence latin 2b 4 A Livy,Tibuilus,Propertius lat, 14 3 B
Elenen French Fren, 1d 4 A Modern & pnnt& Spane, 22 4 A
College Algebra Msth, 2 3 B Bawational Fesyehology Edwe.256 & B
Ehetoris & Composition ihet, 2 B Teshnis of Teaching Eduwe.,10 3 B
Hyzliene iis.rga 3 c Amoricsn Mat'l.Government P.lei,l & B
Swimalng P.id. 138 B Frenoh Lyrio Poetry Fren.2% 2 A
Infantry Orill Hl., 2a A SECOND SEMESTER 192829
Infantry Theory Mil. 2» B Intro.to Spanish Literature Span.$d 3 &
FIRST SEMESTER 1926-27 Teachers Course Latin 8 2 C
Sallust & Ciocero Latin 8 3 B Comparative tdusation Bduwe, 6§ 3 A
Modern Franoh Fron, 22 4 B Fistory of Education Edw, 2 3 €
General Zool Zoole 1 6 c Prin,of Secondary Edwoetion Edwe, 6 ¥ B
Inmdmcuanog Peysholegy Plgh.l ¢ Frensh Lyris “oe Fren,29b 2 B
Frestling P B SUMMTR SESSION 1520
Infantry brill Hil. 3 B TEARSFEERED 10 GRAWATE ROK.LAND .Units
Infantry Theory ¥l. 3b b French Homanticism Frl27a 1 B
SECOND SEMESTER 1928-27 Spenish Fovel of 1ith Cent.SpanSlsse 1 A
Verte.iocl.&0omp.anet, Zoole 2 6 c SUEMKE SESSION 1931
Introdustory Physiology My. 1 2 c 18th Century Prose Writers FremSlO& 1 A
Latin Compoeition Latin 5b 1 ¢ Span.Lit.in 16th Century SpanS130s 1 A
Homan Life iatin 13 1 B SUMMER SESSICON 1932
Miodern French Fren. 2 4 A Frensh komanticlam Frenfl2T 1 A
Fistory of lome Higt .56 B Modern French Novel FrenBl3te 1 A
foxing P.Ed,24 A SUMMEL BESSION 1933
Infantry Drill ¥il, 4a A Special Topies for Resesrch Frem 5196 1 A
Ill.flntl'{ Theory Hil. 5b B PR CART NS CAR SRS I PSRN TER RIS RNERDRS
FIKST SEEESTEE 1927-28 ' e IX GCOD STARDING .
Lugretive & Horeca latin § 3 A H i
Latin sition latin 5S¢ 1 B E,C. Seyler
Introduotion $06 Literatire Frem, 3a 3 A ® E. Cu Seyler,lecorder g
lm “M'W“ hgl.za 8 B BHASERRIRENBATARNEEEF S ERT RIS HD RS SRINRS

,atn I 3 S ALBeNt) ,00UN%S A8 B leilure;
Bx. mund m;ur.,dropped from elase,oounts u 8 o & unit ol Zr te wor

valent to four gemester hours of undergradute vork§ fo;dnn hours et d;
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Same CAEKTER, John Hannibal & Vault "0.62463
Intered latriculeted Vatr Jumber “Tleoe snd dste of birth
Sept. 21,1925 Sc;ﬁi. 21,1925 50120 Jenphis, Tennessee Auzust 18,1509
College culum Hame of parent or guardian
Lehetfs General Hannibal C. Carter
Date Address o or ¢
L. . Fr’nﬂh} 06‘.15 1985
B (L.oA,5.) Honors in Latin June 11,39&9 4607 Evans Avenue St,Louls,Missouri
#1dence clas cn 0 en
Honeresident
ADMIOCICN UNITS ACCLPTED TROR oo
Thziish Latin _ History Physics Bookikespling
German Civies Chemistry Draw.kian.Train,
Alpebra French Economics Zoology llusio
Elﬁ:; Geometry Spanish gmion;ognphy g;ot;ny gg.o:! Home Econ.
0 Geometry osiolo ne .
_ : . ﬂfﬁﬂ“‘oiﬂ.ﬂ?ﬂ&“

Desoriptive 1itle ol Course WOib8® Unit Grade Begppirtive Title of q&n{" T'e Grade
01d French lLeadings Tren.510la 1 A

SUMER SESSION 1637
Le Heal.et,let Natur,Fran, Fren.5144b A
17th Cent,Literatureslrama Span,5131C A
Latin Ele . Lat, 5115 A

&LM:?SEBSIOR 1938 Homance Lancruepe
Orig.&Devel .of Fovel in Fr, Fron.S126a A
Contemporary Spanish 'remas Span,.8123b A

SUIER SESSION 1989
Villon,iabelais, cntaigne Fren.5102b A
Annales of Tacitus lat, 5151a A

SUMMER SESSION 1940
Speo,dopics for hes. in Frem, Frem.S5196 A
Lalitterature Contenmporaine Fren «835e A

SUME K SESSION 19541
Spec.lpios for hesearch Fren,5185 (2)
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- French Lxem.Passed -
* German Exam,.,Passed *
* Preliminary Exam.Passed .
* L

BRETITRSEFXPNRREREREATAEHEIERER AR TERERE

IN G0O0OD STANRDIDNG

E.C. Seyler
E.C4 Seyler,iscorder
# By examinat®ion Fovl.18,1941,

A,excellents B, goods C,fair; D,poor (barely pessing)s B,fail.reshl,,(absent), counts 8s &
failure; Ex., excused absence; Ur., dropped from class, counts es a failure, A unit of
graduate work is equivalent to ‘our semester hours of undergraduate work. Total semester
hours earned recorded in semester hour column; all other totels for office use only. ‘
Lmh /

This record is not official unless it bears the signat of‘tho Kesorder and CTO
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LETTERS OF REFLAINCE
Joln_Hanndbel Corter

Nr, lorengo J, Green, Assosiate Professor of Eistory, Linecla University,

Miasouri.

It is & pleasurs to support r, Oarter's applicstion
for a Rosenwald fellowship, I have known the candidate for scme time and
can sincerely say that he is a person of grest ability and high character,
whom I can recommend without hesitation to your Pund, Although I am not
qualified to comment technieally upon Mr, Carter's usbject, several of my
collesgues - here and at other institutions - to whon I have spoken, all
agres that his subjeet is not only of great importance, but thet this pere
ticular aspeet of Balsas and Bourget nseds to be done, Mr, Carter has
ghown me & grest deal of meterial mhich he has colleoted upon his subject
and I firmly believe that he only meeds the finansial assistance that your
Mumemmwwmummwmmﬂm

¥r, Carter's outstandinb ability (as his record st
the University of Illinois shows) and his scholarly sttitude has convinced
me that, in his study of Bourget snd Balzao, he will make a valuable
contribution to his chosen field.

- . ..

Nr, Arthur Homilton, Asscclate Professor of Spanish and Italisn, University
of Illinois,

fr. Carter is, in my opinion, the most outstanding
student we have had at the Undversity of Illinois in the fisld of Romsnoe
Languages, He has & rapler-like mind, & selective quality developed teo




John Hennibal Carter il

a high degres, s eapacity for research on his om, joined to the abildity
to work hard snd ineessantly, &th.maimotmmﬁ'_g__‘onl,m
half sn hour of questioning, I ramember thst Professor Oliver, who was
sonducting the examination said, "Well, Mr, Carter, we can't ssk you any-
thing you don't mow. Why don't you tell us what question to ask you?™
This sort of thing doesn't usually ocour on sush oceasions,

Thile not well soquainted with the fisld of study proposed
by Wr, Carter, I ushesitetingly approve his choice, becsuse it is his gholce
end as unhesitatingly I affirm thot 4t is my belief that his thesis will be,
if not the most noteworthy comtribution, very close %o 4t, and in any event
a very worth while one, |

Mr, Carter is every inch a gentleman, o man of wide culture,
2 charning eonversationalist, st home in every gathering, well poised, well
balanced.

Ifmmun,wmluim;hmﬂmm_
praise, but Mr, Carter ia in = class by himself in my estimation, snd I have
always thought that it was only his color which prevented his rise to the
topnost heights in our profession, Remember, I have said that he was the
Mhmm:mtnunmhdhm)msmmﬁmtnm.
not just the beat Hegro student, but no white me has done as
Wrilliantly a3 he. Nor has any who even ceme near doing mso showm the
modesty, the courtesy, the unfalling thoughtfulness that Mr, Carter always
displays.

- - e - -
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Mp, Joseoh F. Jagkson, Read, Depertment of Fremch, University of Illinois,

My diveet acqueintance with Mr, Carter snd his werk
is limited to the summer session of 1941, when he completed his preliminary
requirezents for the Ph. D. degree and begsn work on his dissertetion,
Judging from his record and the impression he has wade on my colleagues
and on me, he is a thoroughly competest and relisble persom, deserving any
nacessary aid Lo sllew hin be complete his dissertation satisfastorily and
in due time. As Mr, Carter says, I proposed his subjeet, Dourget and Balsas,
wilgh has been suggested by mthorities oa the two writers, It is an subi~
tious undertaking from the polimt of view of the amount of meterial to be
studied, the interpretation of this material, and the probable implicaticns
of the rosulls obtelmed. OSuch studies will undoubiedly be inereasingly im-
portant in the iamediste future, when we shell re-examine and re-svaluate (?)
pust ideas, opinions aud theories of a social snd politiesl nature in thelr
relation to the present, This fleld is so troad thet I should expect Mr,
Carter to linit his study of Helzae and Bourget, However, I feel thet evem
& limitation of the subjeet should produce significent resulta, Mr, Carter
should be able to produce an importaat eontribution in the field of the
modera literature of ldssa,

i, Ssamel o Will, Professor of French, Umiversity of Illisois,

I have slways had & very high respeet for Mr., Carter as a
student and ao 2 men, His record in graduate courses is exmellent, He &s
liked and aduired by all who have buen associsted with him here, ntudents
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and teachers alike, He is thorough, conscientious, and has fine common

HENS9,

Wr, Carter's research project is significent, snd I am
confident of his ability to carry it out suseessfully.

In eleven years of graduste teaching at the University
of Illinois I have had ten or twelve eclored students, I consider ifr,

Garter by fer the sblest and most prowlsing of them sll, snd am delighted

to recommend him,

- - - -

Poul Beile Jacoh, Assistent Professer in Freath, University of Illimods,

I know Oarter snd think highly of hia es a student,

His subjeet of research is important and well werth treating, I have no

doubt this sebolar will carry out the inquiry succeasfully,

- e -

Mr, Howard Vernon Camier, Profossor imeritus of the Classiss, University

in Latin for two summer sessicng of slght weeka &t theo Univereity of

of Illincim,

The writer knew Hr, Carter =3 & graduate student

Tllinois, During this work Mr, Carter showed himself an intelligent snd
persoveri g student of ability vell above otudents of his race, Hias mind
is keen, =nd his spplication to a problen set before him fe all that one
could msk, I am mot profieiemt in the field of Romance languages; henoe
de not feel able to express an opinion es to the particulsy plan of work

whdeh Mr, Carter has pet before hin,
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Name John Hannibal Carter Field: Modern
Languages

Teacher of Foreign Lenguages
Sumner High School
4243 West Cotitage Avemue, St. Louls, Missouri

Plan of Work

A comperative study of Bourget and Balzac dealing with technic in the
novel, characters, style, traditionszlism and social rhilosophy.

Wishes to work for Ph, D, degree under Dr. Joseph F. Jackson at the
University of Illinois., Has been admitted, Probable duration of work one year,
begimming June 1942, Will seek position of teaching and research st one of the
larger Negro universitles,

Personal Data Born Memphis, Tennessee, Auguat 1909, Harried, one Age: 32
child, Wife social worker. Two dependents.

Undergraduate Work University of Illinois, A. B., 1929.

Graduate Work University of Illinois, A. M., 1933.
University of Illincis, summers 1937-4l.

Experience Instruetor at various schools in St. Louis, 1929 -, $1400-§2700,

Accomplishments

References

Joseph F, Jackson
Samuel ¥, Will
Paul Emile Jacob

Arthur Hamilton Budget Summary
Howard Vernon Canter
(A1l of University of Illinois) Total Amount Needed #1,865,
Lorenzo J, Greene, Lincoln University (Missouri), From Applicant '
From Fund E ,4%5 »

AMOUNT GRANTED
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The study on Bourget and Ealszac upon wl';.‘.,oh Iam proa;ntly encazed

is intended to fulfill the dissertation requirement of the University of Illinels

toward the dootorate in Frensh., The subjeot was suggested sevorul yea:rs age by

Curtius the Cerman scholar in his autheritative study of Palgzas publlshed by

Friedrich Coher in Fonn. Emile Faguet, the Frensh oritic, in his more rocemt

work on Balzes indicates the seme problem &s & fertille “ield for seholarship.

Prof.Albert Feuillerat of Yale University, and brother-in-law of the subject of

his soholarly inveetisation, in the profsce to Paul Bourget (Paris, Librairie

Plen 1937), also indinetes the need of definitive research upon Fourget as & writer

influenced by Balzec's literary end sociel theories. Balzao has become perhaps the

dominant figure in the study of the moderan novel, its purpcees and influences; &

vast amount of scholarly effort is being expended upon him, particularly in this

country, until the demise of the late Prof.Dargan, at the University of Chicago.

The effsat of Pelzac upom medorn thought end scoiety, as well as upon that which

is more purely literary, grows increasingly spparsnt and important, with widely

variant views propounded by different sstools: scme of the Hugsian school holding

him a proponent of revelutionary theories, investizstors of other ashocls pointing

to him se a bulwark of religion and traditionalism in Framce, & prophet of the

moral end naticnel decay brouzht about by the revolutions and the rapid sccial

changes in the Frence of the eard y nineteenth century. If Balzac may be said to

be the historloégrapher of the early portion of the sentury, produsing s scoiology

of pessiniem, Dourget is admittedly his diolple, directed toward literature by the

impact of the magter's mind as revesled in books snd more or less as a psysho-scoiologist,

also &s & morelist attempting to portray snd even to gtay the west socoliological end

political changes in France during his lifetime operating to the detriment of the

national welfare -- changes foreseen by Dalzac, Imﬂd‘: to some extent ﬂfhiomaby -

| &
his literary production. The present status of mnndﬂﬂ“ \the world situation
X, 3 /\\/: i {

lends gremter validity to a comparative study of l‘ﬂ! thouglﬁﬂ;fr these two., My

il

= T B oamdesl s -

/
fams " /



g el B

FFearsar i) == '
. UOHN H, CARTER,

inves tigation will seek to determine the exast literery relatiomship of
these two, the sisnificance of their reletively complementury pertrayal of
the two halves of & rather long century and the validity of their social theses.

This program of research wae first underteken in the summer of 1941 at
the University of Illinois under the direetion of Prof.Joseph F.Jackson, head
of the Frenoh department, and as the result of seversl conferences with him,
following my ccmpletion of sourse requirements and examinations other than the
final leading to the deotorate in his department. The study hes been pursued
rather closely since and now requires even greater attention for its suscessful
conolusion. The history of the subject to the present date has been adequately
covered, its renifications and possibilities revealed by data now in my files?
the available oritical material has been reasonably exhausted, and direct
exeaminetion of the works of beth authors 1sbnow in progress. GSufficlent study
and research of the problem ressonably may be expected to ettain complation
early in the rirst semester of the scademic year 1942-43, thus leaving sufficient
time for its finsl redaction before June of the same year; I plan to give available
time to the subjeet this school year until Jume, when, naturally, it will exast
individed attention. The work will continue under the perscnal direetion of
Prof. Jackson, who as a friend of Feuillerat has special interest in the subject
and cen obtain for me socordingly first hand information and advise with regard
to Bourget.

I have long desired to direot my efforts toward literary oriticism and
creative writing. This study, If successful, certainly will fill a gap in the
literary history of the past century, end may lesd to & more satisfactory inter-
pretation of the literature and society ofthoLpra'n*:t ‘oah.f Proti-hao# who i; / 5

Swiss and even as yet not too fully aware of d ffiwltiqd/\ln Amsrioa arising ﬁ';-
/ ! \/\
rasce, suggested several years sgo that litomrL ariticiql{\tl}: my métier. I should
=Y
like to help form the minds of scholers in H.t.orltuu at Fink M'.].nnta or Eou'-d
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and have an enviromment conducive te truly productive thinkinz, to heve a

greater opportunity tc make a real contributicn to sarnest thought and

letters,
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Mr, lorenzo J, Green, Associate Professor of History, Lineola University,
Hissouri.

It is a pleasure to support Mr, Carter's application
for a Rosenwald fellowship, I have lmown the candidste for gome time and
can sincerely say that he iz a person of great ability and high character,
whom I can recommend without hesitation to your Fund., Although I am not
qualified to comment technisally upon Mr, Carter's ushbject, several of ny
colleagues - here and at other imstitutions -~ to whom I have spoken, all
agree that his subjeet is not only of great importance, but that this par-
ticular aspeet of Balzae and Bourget needs to be done., Mr, Carter has
shown me a great deal of material which he has colleeted upon his subjeet
and I firmly believe that he only needs the financial assistance that your
Fund ndght extend him in order to bring his study to completion,

¥r, Carter's outstendinb sbility (28 his record at
the University of Illinois shows) snd his scholarly sttitude has convinced
me that, in his study of Bourget snd Belsac, he will make a valusble
contribution to his chosen field.

on, Asscciate Professor of Spanish and Italian, University
of Illinois,

lir, Carter is; in wy opinion, the most outstanding
student we have had at the University of Illinois in the field of Romance
Languages, He has a rapler-like mind, a selective quality developed to




Pod-

John Hannibal Carter : e

a high degrees, & capacity for research on his own, joined to the ability
%o work hard and incessantly, On the ocecasion of his mester's orsl, after
half an hour of questioning, I remember that Professor Oliver, who was
condusting the examination said, "Well, Mr, Carter, we can't ask you any-
thing you don't know. Why don't you tell us what question to ask you?"
This sort of thing doesn't usually ococur on sueh occasions,

While not well sequainted with the fleld of study proposed
by ¥r. Carter, I unhesitatingly approve his choice, because it is his choice
and as unhesitatingly I affirm thet 4t is my belief that his thesis will be,
if not the most noteworthy contribution, very clese to it; and in any event
a very worth whils one.

Mr, Carter is every inch a gentleman, a man of wide culture,
a2 charming conversationalist, st home in every gathering, well polsed, well
balanced,

I fear you will think I am indulging in too much extravagant
praise, but Mr, Carter is in a class by himself in my estimation, snd I have
elways thought that it was only his color which prevented his rise to the
topmost heights in our beﬁll“i;ﬂﬂc Remember, I have said that he was the
most brillian student we have ever had herej this means just what it says,
not just the best Negro student, but no white student has done as
brillisntly as he. Nor has any who even came near doing so shown the
mnodesty, the courtesy, the unfailing thoughtfulness that Mr, Carter always

displays.

- ——
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Mr, Joseph ¥, Jackson, Head, Department of Fremch, University of Illinois,
My direet scquaintence with Mr. Carter and his werk
is limited to the sumer session of 1941, when he completed his preliminary
requirements for the Ph, D, degree and begam work on his dissertation.
Judging from his record and the impression he has made on my colleagues
and on me, he is & thoroughly competent and reliable person, deserving any
necessary &id to allow hium to complete his dissertation satisfactorily and
in due bime., As Mr, Carter says, I proposed his subjeet, Bourget snd Balsae,
whieh has been suggested by athorities on the twe writers, It is an ambi-~

tious undertaking from the poimt of view of the smount of material to be

gtudied, the interpretation of this meterial, and the probable implications
of the resulis obtaimed. OSuch studies will undoubtedly be inereasingly im-
portant in the immediste future, when we shall re-examine and re-evaluate (?)
pust ideas, opinions and theories of & socisl and politicsl nature in their
relation to the preseat. This field is so broad thet I should expect Mr,
Carter to limit his study of Balzae and Bourget. However, I feel that even
& limitation of the subjeet should preduce significent results. Mr, Carter
should be able to produce an importent sontribution in the field of the
modern literature of idess.
Mr, Samuel ¥, Will, Professor of Fremch, University of Illineis,

I have always had & very high respect for Mr, Carter as a
student and as & man, His record in graduste courses is mollui_t. He is

liked and admired by all who have been associated with him here, students
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and teachers alike., He ls thorough, conscientious, and has fine common
sense,
. Mr. Carter's research project is significant, and I am
confident of his ability to carry it out suceessfully,
In eleven years of graduste teaching at the University
of Illincis I have had ten or twelve colored students, I consider Mr,
Carter by far the ablest and most promising of them all, and am delighted

to reconmend him.

Assistant Professor in Fremch, University of Illinois.

I imow Carter and think highly of him as a student,
His subject of resesarch is important and well worth treating, I have no
doubt this seholar will carry out the inquiry successfully,

Professor Emeritus of the Clagsies, University
of Illinois,

The writer knew lr, Carter sz & graduate student
in Latin for two summer sessions of elght weeks at the University of
Illincis. During this work Mr., Carter showed himself an intelligent end
perseveri g student of ability well sbove students of his race., His mind
is keen, and his application to a problem set before him iz all that one
eould ask, I am not proficient in the field of Romance langusges; hence
do not feel able to express an opinion ag to the particular plan of work
whieh My, Carter has set before him,

e >
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~ Name John Hannibael Carter
Teacher of Foreipgn Languages
Sumner High School
4248 West Cottage Avemue, St. Louis, Missouri
Plan of Work

A comperative study of Pourget and Bslzsec dealing with technic in the
novel, characters, style, traditionalism and socisl philoseophy.

Wishes to work for Ph. D. degree under Dr. Joseph F. Jackson at the

University of Illinois.
beginning June 1942.
larger Negro univergities.

Personal Data
child.
Undergraduate Work
Graduate Work University of
University of
Experience Instructor at

Accomplishments

References
Joseph F. Jackson
Samuel ¥, Will
Paul Emile Jacob
Arthur Hamilton
Howard Vernon Canter
(A1l of University of Illinois)
Lorenzo J

Lo

Has been admitted.

I1llinois,
I1linois, summers 1937-41.

‘reene, Lincoln University

Born Memphis, Tennessee, August 1909.
Wife social worker.
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Probable duration of work one year,
Will seek position of tesching and research at one of the

Married, one
Two dependents.

m

Univergity of Illinois, A. B., 1929.
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PLEASE RETURN 7 OHNH. CaRTEn,

The study on Bourget and Balzac upon which I am presently -engaged
is intended to fulfill the dissertation requira@fnt of the University of Illinois
toward the doctorate in French. The subject was suggested several years ago by
Curtius the Germen scholar in his authoritative study of Balzac published by
Friedrich Cohen in Bonn. Emile Faguet, the French eritic, in his more recent
work on Balzac indicates the same problem as & fertile field for scholarship,
Prof.Albert Feuillerat of Yale University, and brother-in-law of the subject of

his scholarly investigation, in the preface to Paul Bourget (Paris, Librairie

Plen 1937), also indicates the need of definitive research upon Bourget as a writer
inflvenced by Balzac's literary and social theories. Balzac has become perhaps the
dominant fizure in the study of the modern novel, its purposes and influences; a
vast amount of scholarly effort is being expsnded upon him, particularly in this
country, until the demise of the late Prof,Dargan, at the University of Chicego.

The effect of Balzac upon modern thought an@ society, as well as upon that which

is more purely literary, grows incressingly apparent end important, with widely
variant views propounded by different schools: some of the #ussian school holding
him a proponent of revolutionary theories, investigators of other schools pointing
to him as a bulwark of religion end traditionalism in France, & prophet of the

moral &nd national decay brought about by the revolutions and the rapid social
changes in the France of the earl y nineteenth century, If Balzac may be said to

be the historiegrapher of the early portion of the century, producing a sociology

of pessimism, Bourget is admittedly his diciple, directed toward literature by the
impact of the master's mind as revesled in books and more or less as & psycho-scciologist,
also as a moralist,attempting to portray and even to stay the west sociological and
pn‘itical chenges in France during his lifetime opersting to the detriment of the
national welfare -- chenges foreseen by Balzeac, and ewven to quma extent “fashioned hy
his literary production. The present status of France &nd o -y ths world situation

lends greater validity to a comparative study of the thou h#zqf these two. Ny //
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inve stigation will seek to determine the exact literary relationship of
these two, the significance of their relatively complementary portrayal of
the two halves of a rather long century and the validity of their social theses.

This program of research was first underteken in the summer of 1941 at
the University of Illinois under the direction of Prof.Joseph F.Jackson, head
of the French department, end as the result of several conferences with himy
following my completion of course requirements and exeminations other then the
final leading to the doctorate in his department. The study has been pursued
rather closely since and now requires even greater attention for its successful
conclusion. The history of the subject to the present date has been adequately
covered, its ramifications and possibilities revealed by data now in my filess
the aveilable critical materiel has been reascnably exhausted, and direct
exeminetion of the works of both authors is now in progress. Sufficient study
snd research of the problem reasonably mey be expected to attain completion
early in the first semester of the academic year 1942-43, thus leaving sufficient
time for its final redaction before June of the same year; I plan to zive available
time to the subject this school year until Jume, when, naturally, it will exact
individed attention. The work will continue under the perscnel direction of
Prof. Jackson, who as a friend of Feuillerat has special interest in the subject
and cen obtain for me accordingly first hand information end advice with regerd
to Bourget,

I have long desired to direct my efforts toward literary criticism and
creative writing. This study, if successful, certainly will fill a gap in the
literery history of the past century, and may lead to a more satisfactory inter-
pretation of the literature and society of the present on&. Prof?/Jacobﬁ who 1;!
Swiss and even as yet not too fully aware of difflcultiez/tf ﬁmerig& arising frnm
race, suggested several years ago that 11terary nritzcls?[ﬁﬁ my retier. I shou 1d

like to help form the minds of scholars in 1itaréture at §1sk Atlanta, or waard

w 1IN J / j ;{ ; J‘ f /
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and have an enviromment conducive to truly productive thinking, to heve a
greater opportunity to meke a real contribution to sarnest thought and

letters,



UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS=THE REGISTRAR'S OFFICE

e :arter. U D .::L Hennibal

Entefad Matriculated Malr. Number Place and data of birth

1825 | Senta ...l 1925 50120 | Memphis, Tennessee, Augu
s Qurricuium Nams of parent or guardian
Genersl Hannibal C. Carter
Da| ~ | Address of parent or guardian
Bet. 16, 1983

> 14, 192
June 14, 1929| 4507 Svane hve., . -

I Hesidence ¢

ADMISSION UNITS %
(L 4 Histdry - 1 Physics 1 | Bookkeeping
German | | Civies | Chemistry 1 :Draw. & Man. Train.
French | Economics | Zoology | | Music
Spanish :Com.G--.ur_:r;mhy. Botany %‘:‘Agt. or Home Econ
Sociology Biology Sten. & Type.
Other Sciences | Misc. Subjects
| Course Number | Sem.Hr. Grade Descriptive Title of Course
Greeic History
Hlementary Spanish
Second Semester
Latin Composition
Tacitus
Intro, to Fremch Literature
Elementary Spanish
Bnzlish History
rinciples of Sociology
First Semester 1928-29
Livy, Tibullus, Propertius
Modern Spanish
Educational Psychology
Technic of Teaching
American Nationsl Government
French ILyric Poetry
Second Semsster 1528-29
Mil. 2b to Spanish Literature
er 1926-27 Teachers Course
Latin 3 Comparative Education
Fren. 2 History of Educatlion
Zool, Prin. of Secondary Ed
Psych. 1 French Lyric P\J!‘ ry
F.Ede 25 Sunmner Session

TRAX sw“?.: I

Latin 2a
ry French I‘rm la
¢ & Composition

ol 03 ol

o N
e b b e

b b - b

A
A
2]
B
A
B
A
2 A
A
A
:]
B
c
B
A
p:

LS S VTS [ JE S R

W GO

Spa: ish Iw'ovul of l.' th
Sumuier dtss gn 1
Century Proce %
Lit, in 16“ i

Summer Sesslon

bR oo

Drill

bt

Lotin
Latin Ea
to Literaiurg Frele

b e

b o=

3 o - Fool. :
L0 SLpIlesSueaT e LA A s
Examir |t on =

, excellent; B, good; C, fair; D, poor (barely passing); E, failure; Ab.(Absent), counts
&s & fallure; Ex., excused absence; Dr., dropped from class, counte/as a failure. A unit
of greduste work is equivalent to four semester hours of undergraduste work. Totel semes-
ter hours earned recorded in semester hour column; a&ll other totals for office use only.
Thie record is not official unless it bears the signature of the Recorder and the impress
of the seal of the University of Illinois,




UNIVERSITY GRILEINGIS —THE REGISTRAR'S OFFICE

Hennibal

M.: rigulated Malr. Number Place and date of birth

Sept. 21, 19251 50120 | Memphis, Tennesse

LJ:.tfl‘iCu\Hm Name of parent or guardian

1
| Hamnibal C, Carter

| Address of parent or guardian

enchy > 193
EL.«. S.) Hopors in Latin > 14, 1829 | 4607 Ewans Ave.
5 fasl altended Hesidence classification of student

|
| Non Resiuent
ADMiIssION UNITS
English Latin History“” 1 ; .F'hfsi.cs [ T Bookkeeping
German Civics | IChemisiry | | Draw. & Man. Train.
Algebra French .Economncs | .Zoulom I -Mu.-_a-'r:
Plane Geometry Spanish | Com. Ger\i_rraphy. 'Balnny | Agr. or Home Eco
Solid Geometry | | Sociology | Biolagy Sten. & Type.
| Other Sciences | Misc. Subjects
Descriptive Title of Course Course Number iyt Grade Descriptive Title of Course
adings | Fren, S101al ' A
ser Session 1937
e Real. et. let Natur. Fran, Iren-S144b A
17th Cent. Literature: Drams /Span.Sl3le
La.'sin Elegy Lat.S115
Summer Session 1938 Romange
Oriz.& Devel.of Novel in Fr. ¥ren.S128a
Contemporary Spanish Draza  Span.S123b
Sumoxsesaion 1939

hmules of Tacitus
Summer Session 1940
Spec.Topics for Res.in Fren. Fren.S195
La Litterature Contemporaine Fren.S53sa
Summer Session 15941 .
Spe.Topics for Research Fren.S195 (2 ) 4

Latin 5151

A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A

French Exam. Passed
German Exam. Passed
Preliminary Exam. Passed

IN GOOD

* By Examination,
A, excellent; B, good; C, fair; D, poor (barely passing); E, failure; Ab.

gs & faillure; Ex., excused absence; Dr., dropped from class, counts'as a fsilure. A unit
of greduate work ies eaquivalent to four semester hours of undergreduate work. Totrl semes-
ter houre earned recorded in semester hour column; all other totals for office use only.
This record is not official unless it besrs the signature of the Recorder and the impress
of the seal of the University of Illinois,.




LETTERS OF REFERENCE

John Hannibal Carter

Mr. Iorenzo J. Creen, Associate Professor of History, Lincoln University,
Missouri.

It is a pleasure to support Mr. Carter's application
for a Rosenwald fellowship. I have known the candidate for some time and
can sincerely say that he is & person of great sbility and high character,
whom I can recommend without hesitation to your Fund. Although I am not
gualified to comment technically upon Mr. Carter's ﬁ@bject, geveral of my
colleagues - here and at other institutions - to whom I have spoken, all
agree that his subject is not only of great importance, but thet thils par-
ticular aspect of Balzac and Bourget needs to be done. Mr. Carter hes
shovn me a great deal of material which he has collected upon his subject
and I firmly believe that he only needs the finanecial essistance that your
Fund might extend him in order to bring his study to completion.

Mr, Carter's outstandin?rability (28 his record at
the Univergity of Illinois shows) and his scholarly attitude has convinced
me that, in his study of Bourget and Balzac, he will meke a valuable
contribution to his chosen field.

— o - -

Mr. Arthur Hamilton, Associste Professor of Spanish and Italian, University
of Tllinois.

Mr. Carter is, in my opinion, the most outstanding
student we have had at the University of Illinols in the field of Romance

Lenguages. He has a rapier-like mind, = selective quality developed to
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a high degree, a capacity for research on his own, joined to the ability
to work hard and incessently. On the occasion of his master's oral, after
half an hour of questioning, I remember that Professor Oliver, who was
conducting the examination said, "Well, Mr. Carter, we can't ask you any-
thing you don't know. Why don't you tell us whet guestion to ask you?"
This sort of thing doesn't usually occur on such occasions.

VWhile not well aecquainted with the field of study proposed
by Mr. Carter, I unhesitatingly approve his choice, becsuse it is his choice
and a8 unhesitatingly I effirm that it is my belief that his thesis wi}l be,
if' not the most noteworthy contribution, very clese to it, =and in any event
a very worth while one,

Mr. Carter is every inch a gentlemen, 2 man of wide culture,
a charming conversationalist, st home in every gethering, well poised, well
balanced,

I fear you will think I am indulging in too much extravagant
praise, but Mr. Carter is in a eclass by himself in my estimation, snd I heave
always thought that it was only his color which prevented his rise to the
topmost heights in our profession. Remember, I have sald that he was the
mogt brillian student we have ever had here; this mesns just what it says,

S—

not just the best Negro student, but no white student has done as

brilliently as he. Nor has any who even came near doing so shown the

modesty, the courtesy, the unfailing thoughtfulness that Mr. Certer alweys

displays.
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Mr, Joseph F. Jackson, Head, Department of French, University of Illinois.

My direet scquaintance with Mr. Carter and his work
is limited to the summer session of 1941, when he completed his preliminary
requirements for the Ph. D. degree and begsn work on his dissertation,
Judging from his record and the impression he has made on my colleagues
and on me, he is a thoroughly competent snd relisble person, deserving any
necegsary aid to allow him to complete his dissertstion satisfactorily and
in due time. As Mr. Carter says, I proposed his subject, Bourget aend Balzagc,
which has been suggested by suthorities on the two writers. It is an ambi-
tious undertaking from the point of view of the amount of material to be
studied, the interpretation of this material, end the probable implications
of the resulis obtained. Such studies will undoubtedly be increesingly im-
portant in the immediate future, when we shall re-exsmine and re-evaluste (?)
past ideas, opinions and theories of a socisl and political nature in their
relation to the present. This field is so broad thaet I should expect Mr.
Carter to limit his study of Balzac and Bourget. However, I feel that even
a limitation of the subject should produce significant results. Mr. Carter
ghould be able to produce an important contribution in the field of the
modern literature of ideas.

Mr, Samuel F. Will, Professor of French, University of Illinois.

I have always had a very high respect for Mr. Carter as a
student and as a man., His record in graduate courses is excellent. He is

liked and admired by all who have been associated with him here, students
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~ and teachers alike. He is thorough, conscientious, and has fine common
sense.,

Mr. Carter's research project is significant, and I am
confident of his ability to carry it out successfully.

In eleven years of graduate teaching at the University
of Illineis I have had ten or twelve colored students. I consider lir.
Carter by far the ablest and most promising of them all, and am delighted
to recommend him,

Paul Emile Jacob, Assistant Professor in Freneh, University of Illinois.

I know Carter and think highly of him as a student.
His subject of research is important and well worth treating. I have no
doubt this scholar will carry outithe inquiry sueccessfully.

Mr. Howerd Vernon Canter, Professor Emeritus of the Classies, University
of Illincis.

The writer knew Mr. Carter £s a graduate student
in Letin for two summer sessions of eight weeks at the University of
Illinois. During this work Mr. Carter showed himself an intelligent and
persevering student of sbility well above studenﬁs of his race. His mind
is keen, and his application to a problem set before him ig all that one
could ask. I am not proficient in the field of Romance languages; hence
do not feel able to express an opinion as to the particular plan of work

woich Mr. Carter has set before him.
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April 17, 1942

Dear Mr. Carter: It is a pleasure to inform you

uommti.u ltndy of Dourget. and B-.lm, fs‘r a
t.nl.n—mth period. In the event that you are
called into the armed forces before you can begin
work on the project, it will, of course, be lmpossible 2y
for us to hold tais fellowship for you. l s

¥%ill you plesse let us know at e
once whether or not you can accept this grant? in = \
announcenent of the Committee's selections will be ¥
made soon and it can ineclude only those {rom whom
acceptences have been received.

Sincerely yours,
WILLIAM C. HAYGOQR
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Vert.Zocl .&Comp.Anat, Zool. 2 6 c SUMMER SESSION 1931
Introdustory Physioclogy Phy. 1 2 ¢ 18th Gentury Prose Writers FrenS104b1 A
Latin Composition Latin 5b 1 C Spen.Lit.in 16th Century SpanS130a 1 A
Komen Life Latin 13 1 B SUMMER SESSION 1932
¥odern French Fren. 20 4 A French Eomenticism FrenS127 1 A
History of RKome Hist .56 B Nodern French Novel FrenSl3% 1 A
Boxing P,Ed.24 A SUMMER SESSION 1933
Infantry Drill Mil, 4a A Special Topies for Research Frem §196 1 A
Infentry Theory Mil. 5b B e e
FIEST SEMESTER 1927-28 ¢« I N 00D BTANDIEG =
Luoretius & Horece latin 3 3 A . a
Latin sition latin 5a 1 B E.Cs Seyler
Introduotion ¥& Literature Fren. 3a 3§ A . Be Cu 833101' Reeorder ®
Intre.tefhakespeare Engl,.23 3 B s T
* 1?izul.innti.co.n
K,excellent;h, zo0dC, IALr;D,poor| DArely pRssing)sh, ailure;Ab, m:sentj counts as & failure;
Ex.,mnsod 'Blanne;ﬁr.,drop from cless,counts as & failure. wnit of graduate work is

equivalent to four semester hours cf undergradute work. Total mutﬁr hours earned marded in

semester hour column; all other totals for office use only. This quord iz not official unless

it bears the signature of the lecorder and the ilmpress of the :n,l W the University of I}llnoil.
l !,,l, ‘

d
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JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 4
CHICAGO

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate Mr. John H. Carter
Report Requested of  Mr. Lorenzo J. Greene

Department of History, Lincoln University, Missouri

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a
reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications, and an appraisal of his
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early reply will be of
great assistance in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the
large number of candidates.

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict conﬁdence
C?lrﬂ

Director for Fe]lowshlps

REPORT
Dear Mr. Haygood:

It is a pleasure to support Mr. Carter's application for a Rosenwald
Fellowship. I have known the candidate for some time and can sincerely say
th=t he is.a person of great ability and high character, whom I can recom-
mend without hesitation to your Pund. Although I am not qualified to comment
technically upon Mr. Carter's subject, several of my colleasues -- here and
at other institutions -- to whom I have spoken, all agree that his subject
ie not only of great importance, but that this particular aspect of Balzac
and Bourget needs to be done. Mr. Carter has shown me a great deal of material
which he has collected upon his subject and I firmly believe that he only
needs the financial assistance that your Fund might extend him in order to
bring his study to completion.

Mr. Carter's outstanding ability, (as his record at the University of
Illinois shows) and his scholarly attitude has convinced me that, in hie study
; of Bourget and Balzac, he will make a valuable contribution to his chosen field.

Sincerely y?uzj

L ol

Lorenzo J. Greeéne
Associate Professor of History




Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

Signed

Position or Title

Address

Date.

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed.



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE
CHICAGO

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate Mr. John H. Carter
Report Requested of  Mr. Arthur Hamilton

Department of Spanish and Italien, University of Illinois

The abovenamed candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a
reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications, and an appraisal of his
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early reply will be of
great assistance in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the
large number of candidates.

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. &
e[ﬁ

L)W @, R

Director for Fellowships




Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

Signed '@-ﬁm %Wm .
Position or Title m—&g% ?Miea < T_—zm'\a/_l.
Addigss QIGIWCQJ&A)/ (,M

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald und,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed.



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND ~
4901 ELLIS AVENUE
CHICAGO

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate Mr. John H. Carter
Report Requested of  Mr. Joseph F. Jackson

Department of French, University of Illinois

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a
reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications, and an appraisal of his
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early reply will be of
great assistance in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the
large number of candidates.

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence.

Director for Fellowships

REPORT

My direct acquaintance with John H, Carter and his work is
limited to the summer session of 1941, when he completed Lis pre-
liminary requirements for the Ph., D. degree and began work on his
dissertation. iging from his record and the impression he has
made on my coll es and on me, he is a thoroughly competent and
reliable person >gerving any necesgary ald to allow
his dissertatio tisfactorily and in due time, As €
I proposed his ect, Bourget and Balzac, which hsas 361 ggest
by zuthorities the two writers. It 1ls an ambitious undertsking
from the point iew of the amount of material to be studled, the
interpretetion his material; end the probable implications eof  th
regults obtaine Such studies will undoubtedly be increagingly
important in th mediate future, when we shall re-examiné and re-

evaluate (?2) ps ideas, opinions and theories of a2 social and
po’1t#~-l natux their relation to the present. This field i

g0 broaa that I uld expect Mr. Carter tollimitiPkisgtudylol Balze
and Bourget. H ery, I feel that evem| a limit g&lon @E the Ssubjeaeit
should produce ificant results. Me., Ca¥ter/should be able to
produce an impo t contribution in the fileld of‘fhn mo lern
literature of' % e i OVER

]

e



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

Yes, as far a8 I know.

Signed /Ql’)l/‘f'bL F {Sf)ﬂ //&-W
French-Department

Position or Title (’f!-- 8d .,

Address University of Illinois,

Orhens, Tllinois Dafel Januery 14, 194%

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed.



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE
CHICAGO

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate Mr. John H. Carter
Report Requested of  Mr. Samuel F. Will

Department of French, University of Illinois

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a
reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications, and an appraisal of his
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early reply will be of
great assistance in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the

large number of candidates.
We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence.
o o
LD sione C. Moy

Director for Fellowships

111 - OVER



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? ‘
-fﬁ‘.ae’

M 3{.—%@ :
e o S, e oty
’y _
Signed WIM
Position or Title /"«f?@/m*‘/ . Tt el
Y. 2l o ‘ <, Sl
4 | Date./lé—“?;/ff/-e

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenf /‘_" ﬂf Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped env, q”pg]ls enclosed.

7

y



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND L
4901 ELLIS AVENUE
CHICAGO

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate Mr. John H. Carter
Report Requested of  Mr. Paul Emile Jacob

Department of French, University of Illinois

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a
reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications, and an appraisal of his
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early reply will be of
great assistance in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the
large nuwmber of candidates.

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. Q

W8 C owqqos

Director for Fellowships

REPORT 2 gl e @_% o Buw os a studeut,

\ . p éu ,
His Snéjeed & Sedocncl 15 Lufntacss aud weld wredl o_a‘,?

Jhose ha drutd-r Hes Sdelar url Ny vl He g, Sueceofull,

1111 OVER



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

Mo

Signed pa-uap Z, ;72('4'5—-
Position or Title (Ysslsta s Pt Pesdey i Pi2eod
Address Lr. ) DUiwns

’—2&% i Date “P%L —

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed.



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE
CHICAGO

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate Mr. John H. Carter
Report Requested of Mr. Howard Vernon Canter

Department of Classies, University of Illinois

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a
reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications, and an appraisal of his
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early reply will be of
great assistance in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the
large number of candidates.

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence.
°I“§

() Senns C. S

Director for Fellowships

REPORT Ve wrFn Howr T loaniin, ac a
. -—
4#—MM s (ﬂ_ﬂ-ﬂ_, f—v'y/ t.-u—v /izn - T

7. 7 0 = 1 rﬁ 4.4—-1,;;{ (iac e tes gl Hhn Ay tfj I.L.-L._..._m-:—d-.
7 il ok T arxTen At
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Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

) mdeoeas Sl o A TG
— :
Position or Title M/“‘"‘"“"’” e o Kl lscds et
sl oot Al [ nAe S
Address 5739 (

Signed

Date. i 8-/ B —
(V4

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed.
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ACCOUNT— HNegro Pellowships =~ APPROPRIATION No. _AJ"Z-

NAME OF STUDENT John K&nnibgl___Car‘ger il
ADDRESS
: versity of Illinci

INSTITUTIONAL F gacher of Fore! : :
éoscii‘ic &isidu Modern Languages St. uou.tu, !o.

STATEMENT OF OFFER

work on the projcot. it will. of gcourse, bo n_upoaaible for us to hold this

_fellowship for you."

AMOUNT OF OFFER $1,500 PAYMENT DATES

CHECKS PAYABLE To— dohn H. Carter

Twalve-month period

TIME PERIOD OF OFFER —

APPROVED BY AUTHORIZED BY.

PAYMENTS

DATE

|
EXPLANATION AMOUNT DATE EXPLANATION AMOUNT
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4l478a Cook Avenue
St. Louis, Missouri
November 3, 1941

Mr, William Haygood
Director of Fellowships
The Rosenwald Fund
Chicago, Illinois

My dear Mr. Haywood:

Will you please direct me in properly making
application for a Rosenwald Fellowship, and forward me whatever
blanks and information you deem necessary. I understand that
the Fund seeks to advance worthy creative and scholarly effort.
At present, I am engaged upon a literary study of Balzac and
Bourget, suggested a few years ago by the German scholar Curtius,
by Feuillerat of Yale University, and by several others since,

To date, my investigations have been pursued
under the direction of the faculty of the University of Illinois
where I was granted the bachelor's and master's degrees, Transcripts,
recommendations and other pertinent material will be furnished
upon your request.

Sincerely yours,

I.w .,-, t ’A-T'.-‘-
Ln‘:w . Gl C7 4

/ -

¥




Ao L DS

November 6, 1941

Dear ¥r. Carter: In respoanse to your request

I a= sending you application
for fellowship blanks. If you are a Negro the
plan which you propose will come within the scope
of cur program, but i you are a white Southerner
it is doubtful thaet you are eligible for con-
sideratiocn by our Committee.

Sincerely yours,

. wiLLIAM C. HAYGUUD

¥r. John
Avenue
St. Louis

w T‘\\
=
=




CLASS OF SERVICE

WESTERN - (=
UNION ==

A. N, WILLIAMS NEWCOMB CARLTON J. C. WILLEVER s -
FPRESIDEMNT CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD FIRST VICE- -PRESIDENT p 7 r)‘ Shlpmuﬁmp_l_ 72

The filing time shown in the date line on telegrams and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin, Time of receipt is STAN DARD TIME at pomt of destination

AAT081 31 NT=STLOUIS MO 21
WM C HAYGOOD,DIRECTOR FOR FELLOWSHIPS JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND=

/ 4901 ELLIS AVE CHGO=,
PLEASE ACCEPT MY SINCEREST THANKS AND EXPRESS TO THE
COMMITTEE MY DEEP GRATITUDE | FEEL HONORED TO ACCEPT THE
GRANT AND INTEND THAT THE COMPLETED STUDY BE WORTHY OF

THE AWARD= = € -
Lﬂ#{ £y L. V¥
JOHN H CARTER. 22 WM

- bhE 5o (/>

This is a full-rate
Telegram or Cable-
Eam unless its de-
erred character is in-
dicated by a suitable
symbol above or pre-
ceding the address.

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING IT8 BERVICE



gl 7 (T O s, o
biA 7% a_f/wli 26, 1942

P Vhilhecar €. Mo ook FELLOWSHIPS

|




FELLOWSHIPS

April 27, 1942

Dear Mr. Carter: I have ssen the resent
correspondence which you

have hed with Hr. Haygood in connection with the
fellowshlp grant swerded to you a short time ago.
It is customsry for us to make payment in monthly
ingtallments sproed over the pericd for wideh the
averd was made. However, if you would prefer to
receive larger payments in the wonths in which your
Guition will be due, thai is entirely agreeabdls to
USa

When you are resdy to begin
work under your grant, please write me; giviag the

monthly payment plan best sulted to your needs, and
the address to which your checks shiould be mailed.

Very tauly yours,
WILLIAM=-E~HAYGO0D
DorotHy A. Elvines

St. Louis, Hissouri
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Julius Rosenwald Fund

“eurcasd ELL OWSHIPS

Payment Voucher No. Ly

To e, Jon.le Gaxier
1412 W. Beslin Strest Date  yune 12, 1942
Urbana, Illinois
First payment on Fellowship granted April 18, 1942 « = = - = $125,00
Ok, #27050
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
-7 $125.00

Megro Tellowships

Prepared by Checked by Posted by

Comptroller




~ELLOWSHIPS

June 15, 1942

Dear Mr. Carter: In order not to hold up the

first payment on your fellow-
ship grant, I meiled it to you on Friday without
a covering letter.

The payment plan which you
have outlined is entirely agreeable to us. Monthly
instellments of $125 each will be sent to you on the
first of each month from July through May 1943.
These payments, together with the one just sent to
you, will mske up the $1,500 awarded to you.

If during the course of the
year there is any change in your address, we shall
expeet you to notify us promptly. In addition,

if there 1s any change in your draft status, we
should appreclate if if you will write us.

Very truly yours,

DOROTHY A. ELVIDGE
DAEsRH

Mr, John H.

Urbana: Illinois



Julius Rosenwald Fund

4901 Ellis Avenue MWA/GQ L Gy
CHICAGO '
To Mr. John H., Carter Payment Voucher No. 8,7
W
1412 W, Beslin Strest Date  guiy 1, 1942

Urbana, Illinois

Second payment on fellowship grant « « « « « = = =« « « « « §125,00

Ck. #27057

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
Negro Fellowships 417 $125.00

Prepared by

Checked by I Posted by ‘

Comptroller




Julius Rosenwald Fund

4901 Ellis Avenue- | ! "E A Ti -{ 'K\l
CHICAGo ' | O VYV i)
To Payment Voucher No. 4926
fir, John He Carter Patis
—— bt A S July 31, 1942
1412 Vest Beslin Street
Urbena, Illinocis
Third peyment on fellowship grant « « « « « « $1.25.00
Accouants Appropriation No. Debit Credit
Negro Fellowships 41~7 $125.00
Prepared by Checked by Posted by
AM Comptroller ’



To
Mr., John H. Cartey

1412 WEET Pt srsver

Urbana, Illinois

Julius Rosenwald Fund

4901 Ellis Avenue —

Payment Voucher No. 4982

Date August 31, 1942

~
Sy

-! § P, % Tt :
CHICAGO I ;__z__i:)%"ffj‘.r;*“i"

Fourth poyment on fellowship grant « ~ « - ~ - - 3125.00
Ck. #7324
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
Negro Fellowships 41-7 $125.00
Prepared by Checked by Posted by
AM Comptroiicr




Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue r

p

CHICAGO o7
To Payment Voucher No. 5126
Mr. John Hannibal Carter Date
e e SR September 30’ 19‘2
1412 Viest Beslin Streset
Urbana, Iliinois
Fifth payment on fellowship grant « ~ « = = « =« = =« = « - - = - §125,00
Cko #7492
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit ]' Credit
Negro Fellowships 41-7 $125.00

Prepared by Checked by

A

‘ Posted by \

Comptroller




Julius

Rosenwald Fund

4901 Ellis Avenue I ) ,‘,, \._
CHICAGO i ot

To Payment Voucher No. 5292
Mr, John H, Carter
QLS —— Ehte October 30, 1942
1412 Veat Beslin Street
Urbana, Illinois
Sixth payment on fellowship gregt o = = - = = =« = w « =« §125.00
Ck. #27650
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
Negro Fellowships A-7 $125.00

Prepared by Checked by

Posted by

Comptroller




Julius Rosenwald Fund

To Mr{ Jobn H.\Garter
1412 Weud Bealln Street
Urbena, Ilinois

4901 Ellis Avenue

CHICAGO

Payment Voucher No. 5462
Date fovember 30, 1942

December installment on fellowship grant —— 818,00

Ci .#2?837

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
Negro Fellowships 417 $125.00

Prepared by Checked by Posted by

ﬁ C'i Compuoﬁer




To

tro(Jobn H.\Garter,

Julius Rosenwald Fund

4901 Ellis Avenue c—-',;—__"L! (OW\A/ D |5_r_| E Do
caicaco pLLUWOMNIro

1412 West Bealin Street

Urbsna, Illinols

Payment Voucher No. ;5¢,

Date December 31, 1942

Janusry installment on fellowship grant = = = - - « = $125.00

oke#27953

Accounts

Negro Fellowships

Appropriation No. Debit Credit

41-7 $125.00

Prepared by Checked by

‘ Posted by ’

Comptroller




Julius Rosenwald Fund

4901 Ellis Avenue
CHICAGO

To Payment Voucher No. 5739

!r.‘ John Hh farter

Date Janu 1
1412 West Beslin Street ATy 29, 1943

Urbana, Illinois

Februsry instellment on fellowship grant - - - - $125,00

ck’f?ZE-lU‘

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
Negro Fellowships A1 $125.00

Prepared by Checked by Posted by

AN =3 F Comptroller
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For

-:1 5 _.._. Py or
VLAYV OUTTiTES

February 26, 1943

Dear Mir. Certer: Hiss Flvidge has given me your letter of

Pebruary 15. I am gled to know that the
reseurch has gone so swiftly and that there is prospect for
completion by the end of the sumser.

I am writing now to mske srrangezents
for the use of the three lustallaents of $125 which remain
in your feilowship. 4is you know, a fellowshlp is for full-
time endeavor, and cennot be used Ly & Fellow who is en-
geged in his regular work. I am wonderinmg if you plsn to
return to the project full-time during the summer uonths,
or if not, what arrangements we can muke to expedite the
cocpletion of your work under the regulur terms of the
grant.

I will appreciste your writing me very
soon 80 that this question can be cleured up.

Sincerely yours,

OL
ROH LU
§ir. iJohn H. ter

L&T8=A Cook
St. Louis, Missouri
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Herch 11, 1943

Dear r. Carter: Thank you very muchk for
writing me zbout your plans
for resunption of your fellowship this coming
June. ¥When you are ready to begin work, will
you please drop Eiss Flvidge a note, telling her
when the payments should be made, and to what

address they should be senit?

Sincerely yours,
RCH:4LU =i
r.(John ) Sarisr,
S8t. Louis, Hissouri
V.
‘ ‘ /F\Z\:{\/\
11410
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e MM DR
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To / \
tr Jonn Hy Carter

4478 A GCook Avenue
5% Louds, HMissouri

Julius Rosenwald Fund

4901 Ellis Avenue
CHICAGO

Payment Voucher No.  ¢548
Date  June 28, 1943

FELLOWSHIPS

June installment on fellowship « -~ - - - - $125,00
Ck. #295079
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
Hegro Fellowships AR $125.00

Prepared by Checked by

X

Comptroller




X EELLOWSHIPS

June 30, 1943

Dear Mr. Carter: In answer to your letter

of June 25, 1 am encloging
our check for §125 as an additional payment
against your fellowship granted in April 1942.
There remains a balance of §250 which we shall
send in two monthly installments of $125 each on
August 1 and September 1.

Very truly yours,

DOROTHY A. ELVIDGE
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M. 1-"'i].liarn C. Haygood
Director for Fellowshins
Julins Rosenwald Fund
Chicego, Illinois

Dear Ur. Haycood:

I wish to exoaress my sincere thanks to you and
the Jultus Rosenwald Fund for having contributed toward
the comsletion of my study on "fociel Problems in the
Novels of Paul Pourget with Epecial Reference to Those
of Pelzec's Comedie humaine." This dissertation in its
entirety is now in the hands of my adviser at the
University of Illinois; as yet, it has not been finally
aporoved. llonetheless, within the next few monthe, I
do hope to be able to forward you at least & copy of the
printed abstract.

Yours very truly,

Sl 1 Tz
(John He Earter
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¥ay 9, 1944

Dear ¥r. Carter: Thank you for your thoughtful-
ness in sending us the abstract

of your thesis concerning the social problems in

the novels of Paul Bourget in comparison =ith those

in Balzac's Comedie Humzine. We are glad to have

it for your files, and it will be read with interest

by the people here at the Fund.

Sincerely yours,

¥ras. ¥Yilliam C. Iaygood
VH:RK Aeting Director for Pellowships
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A STUDY OF SOCIAL PROBLEMS IN THE NOVELS OF
PAUL BOURGET WITH REFERENCE TO THOSE
OF BALZAC'S COMEDIE HUMAINE

This thesis is an analysis of the relationship of the thinking
of Bourget and Balzac upon the social problems of their day as
revealed in their chief literary form, the novel. This problem
has not previously been treated at any length, although various
scholars have indicated that a study of these two novelists would
be timely, and many critics have further pointed to specific simil-
arities in thought and technique in the novels of these writers.
Curtius particularly recommended this investigation in 1923.
Feuillerat noted the importance of such a study in his biography
of Bourget in 1937. Among the critics who have especially ob-
served many of the affinities between the two novelists there must
be mentioned Marcel Bouteron, Emlle Faguet, Charles-Brun,
Albert Thibaudet, Tancréde de Vlsbn, Francis Carco, Paul
Mannoni, Victor Giraud, Léon Maes, Edgar M. Bowman, Al-
phonse V. Roche, and Wilson C. La Due. Further, Bourget
himself was cognizant of and often avowed the great influence
of Balzac upon his mental and literary development. This was
clearly evident in his Etudes et portraits (1888) as well as in his
Nouvelles Pages de critique et de doctrine (1922).

The main objective of this investigation was to treat Bourget
and Balzac primarily as social analysts with definite philosophies
covering many of the social problems characteristic of the mod-
ern French era, for several of the critics named above, and others,
have emphasized the sociological signficance of the novels of these
two authors and have declared the philosophy underlying their
novels to be Traditionalism. Bourget was taken as the point
of departure; his writings which may correctly be classified as
novels were studied in their entirety. By far the greater portion
of his critical writings of a political, sociological, philosophical,
or purely literary nature were subjected to close scrutiny. Sec-
ondly, many novels of the Comédie humaine were selected for
careful consideration, either on account of the fact that Bourget
had noted them, or because it was thought that they would offer
material most pertinent to the Bourget-Balzac problem. These
sources of information were considered of prime importance in
formulating the conclusions offered. Many critical studies of
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both of these novelists and several general studies dealing with
the history, government, sociology, and ideologies of the period
since the Revolution were read and used freely; but they were
regarded as rather of secondary importance in the final sum-
mation.

The family, religion, government, social disorganization, and
social principles were accorded major attention. Characters and
milieux, the societies portrayed by Bourget and Balzac, were
examined again and again from the points of view demanded by
these major topics in an effort to determine to what extent
Bourget was the disciple of Balzac and to what degree he con-
tinued his predecessor’s work.

Bourget and Balzac each felt that his duty as a novelist lay
in the examination and exposition of the basic principles of so-
ciety; the novelist would function as a doctor of the social sci-
ences, probing the ills of the State and suggesting the remedy,
monarchy and religion. Through the medium of the novel both
writers denounced democracy and revolution and established
the principles of an absolutist and traditionalist social philoso-
phy. Bourget concluded that the purpose of the philosophy of
the Comédie humaine was to point out the fallacies of the increas-
ingly democratic and irreligious bourgeois era which was reduc-
ing France to a state of chaos. His own purpose in the novel was
to continue the vast social inquiry initiated by Balzac and sub-
stantiate the latter’s theses for Church and monarchy. The lib-
erals, the republicans, and the revolutionaries had done France
a great disservice. In the eyes of both writers the Revolution
had instituted a distinct cleavage between the old France and
the new.

Yet slow evolution, not catastrophic change, is the natural
procedure of social progress and vitality. The attempt by revo-
lutionary ideologists to reconstitute society had divided the
French State and sapped its energies. The society issuing from
the Revolution was decadent. The evaluation of that society
by Bourget and Balzac was intended to lay bare the social sores
that plagued French civilization and to indicate that in a closer
accord with the older, more traditional mores lay the way to
social rehabilitation. The condemnation of contemporary society
and the nostalgic yearning for what Balzac and Bourget esteemed
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as the social solidarity and grandeur of the past imbued the pages
of both alike. They conceived the greater portion of their works
under the impulsion of the guiding principle of the social respon-
sibility of the writer, evident in frequent digressions and inter-
polated dissertations, choice of subjects and characters, and
straightforward declarations in forewords, prefaces, and dedica-
tions. Alike they intended that their novels present a social
program, the program of Traditionalism. In scope, the ambitions
of both novelists exceeded their accomplishments, notwithstand-
ing the fact that their aims and their programs were made clear.
Their works do, however, constitute a sociology within the lim-
its imposed by fiction.

Sociologically, in the novels of both writers there are lacunae,
even though the bulk and scope of the Human Comedy loom
larger than the novels of Bourget. As the complete representa-
tion of a society the novels of neither writer are adequate.
Bourget excelled in the portrayal of the bourgeois world. Like
those of Balzac, his affinities were for the circles of the aristoc-
racy and upper bourgeoisie. His novels pay insufficient atten-
tion to the lower bourgeoisie, the proletariat and the peasant. He
treated but slightly the means of earning a livelihood in a mod-
ern society regulated largely by finance, industry and commerce.
Contrary to the example of Balzac, he treated the agrarian prob-
lem cursorily, despite the fact that France still is largely an
agricultural society. Also, he ignored many urban conditions
or gave them minor attention: pauperism and charity, the moral
and economic status of the proletariat and lower bourgeoisie,
education among the masses, industrial conditions and commerce.
Public utilities, population problems, community resources, many
social institutions received no consideration at his hands. His
urban and rural sociologies are incomplete on account of his
leisurely and restricted settings.

Bourget discounted the positive social and political advances
of the Third Republic. He criticized the Education, Association,
Separation, and Divorce Acts; he did not mention other humane
social legislation regulating the employment of women and the
welfare of children, improving industrial working conditions,
stimulating collective bargaining, and providing old-age pensions.
He did not credit the regime with increasing agricultural, indus-
trial and commercial prosperity. On the other hand, he care-
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fully pointed to the anarchist outrages and other weaknesses
of the republican polity. There is hardly a social question of
the past half century which does not find its echo in the works of
Bourget; but many problems of interest to contemporary history
find only an echo. Moreover, Traditionalism vitiates the ob-
jective value of his novels as a history of customs.

Balzac is similarly open to the accusation of leaving hiatuses,
in spite of the greater number of volumes he feverishly produced.
The periods with which the novels of the Comédie humaine dealt
were those of the Revolution, the First Empire, the Restoration,
and the July Monarchy. Unlike Bourget, Balzac treated the
question of money in great detail. But he can be accused of an
inadequate treatment of educational practice, an ill-rounded
analysis of marriage, the incompetent handling of industry and
science, the rather unsubstantiated analysis of economic trends,
the scant justice done reform and revolutionary movements, and
the slighting of the proletariat.

The Traditionalism of Balzac was that of the theorists of the
Restoration. Reduced to its simplest elements, their doctrine
taught that all power came from God, who created society with
its inequalities established in the laws of nature. The individual
had no rights, society alone rejoiced in privilege, and the Prince,
God’s representative on earth, could administer his territory
like any landowner. Balzac found in the atmosphere of the
Restoration the “two eternal verities,” religion and monarchy,
which were in turn transmitted to Bourget. Here also was formu-
lated their concept of the supremacy of society and State over
the individual. On this premise was founded their abhorrence
of the error of the Revolution which taught the importance of
the individual, “and so let loose his appetites.” The traditionalist
philosophy of Bourget, Brunetiére, Barrés, Bazin, Bordeaux, and
L’Action Francaise was derived in direct succession from that
of Rivarol, de Maistre, Bonald, Ballanche, Balzac, Le Play, and
Taine, the last of whom Bourget respected as a 'master after
Balzac, and with whom he disagreed principally in the matter
of excessive dependence upon science, a scission made public
wih the appearance of Le Disciple (1889). The ideas of society
as a synergy and of positivistic determinism adopted by Taine
had been apparent in the foreword of the Comédie humaire;
here Taine found the theories of the determining influence of
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the social and physical milieu, race, and climate. In his dynamic
presentation of the Origines, Taine condemned the Revolution
and the First Empire which together founded practically all of the
modern institutions of France. It was the Origines which,
Bourget declared, marked the great modern return to the tradi-
tional truths of Balzac. Extreme admiration for Balzac was com-
mon to both Bourget and Taine. The great influence of Taine
upon Bourget was only a reinforcement of the original influence
of Balzac.

The influence of Balzac upon the mental and literary forma-
tion of Bourget was predominant, and became evident in a multi-
plicity of instances and similarities. The discovery of Balzac
decided him in his life’s work (1870). Bourget would write
masterpieces in the fashion of Balzac, imitate the heroes of
Balzac. He would even follow the methods of work of the mas-
ter. He lived with the characters of his imagination more than
with his contemporaries, in the manner of Balzac. The influence
of the earlier Traditionalist was revealed more emphatically with
the appearance successively of Le Disciple (1889), Outre Mer
(1895), L’Etape (1902), Un Divorce (1904), L’Emigré (1907),
and Le Démon de midi (1914). Before Le Disciple the novels of
Bourget showed the varied influences of Baudelaire, the Gon-
court brothers, Leconte de Lisle, Renan, Taine, Stendhal, Balzac,
and others. Le Disciple definitely stated the social responsibility
of the author and “set once for all the standards and methods of
the problem novels he would write twenty years later.” Like
Balzac and Taine, Bourget considered the novel as a means of
contributing to the natural history of man, “une grande enquéte
sur 'homme.” Again, like Balzac and Taine he accorded an im-
portant place to décor. Characteristic of Bourget in his earliest
technique, the analysis of états d’dme had been preceded by the
same technique evident in the Human Comedy.

Bourget’s first full-length novel, Cruelle Enigme (1885),
evolved in the manner of Balzac by producing fully the milieu
in which the principal character had developed. In Un Crime
d’amour (1886) the moralist was undeniably revealed. Mensonges
(1887) marked the first successful effort of Bourget to represent
the complete society envisioned by Balzac as the domain of the
novel. Bourget’s Physiologie de U'emour moderne (1888) brought
Bourget closer to ultimate faith in religion for the answers that
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science could not give. Similarly, Balzac had evolved from sci-
ence toward religion. Un Coeur de femme (1890) brought into
action the second of the two eternal verities; to the social force
of religion Bourget now added the monarchy, and these two
social forces were developed more elaborately in L’Emigré
(1907), Le Démon de midi (1914), Un Drame dans le monde
(1921), and elsewhere. As early as La Terre promise (1892)
Bourget became keenly conscious of the need to double the an-
alysis of interior life with the study of the exterior and social
qualities of character. In this novel also, for the first time,
Bourget began to foresee the social consequences of the problem
treated. Cosmopolis (1893) was another step in the same direc-
tion. In this novel the examination of Dorsenne represented the
extirpation of dilettantism, as the death of Claude Larcher (Phy-
siologie de 'amour moderne, 1888) represented the disappearance
of the more sensual man. With the publication of Outre Mer
(1895) Bourget appeared the full-fledged reforming sociologist.
In its combination of the roman d'analyse and the roman de
moeurs, in its complexity, Idylle tragique (1896) appeared as
the most Balzacian of Bourget’s novels to that date. In the
course of time, therefore, Bourget attained the social truth
which he had long sought, the truth of Balzac. Henceforth
Bourget’s novels became more purely traditionalistic, and he
set the family in its position of preéminence as the social cell.
The evidence gathered from the comparative analysis of the
novels of Balzac and Bourget proves decisively that both novelists
were Traditionalists who propounded the same social themes
and held the same sociological views. These ideas were not
original with Bourget. They were borrowed directly and indi-
rectly from the Comédie humaine. Consciously Bourget ex-
ploited and adapted the vast resources of the Human Comedy.
The pessimistic sociology of both writers can be defined as Tra-
ditionalism and their main theses for social organization are:

1. Society proceeds from God and existed before the in-
dividual.

2. Man is a product of nature. He needs the restraining forces
of religion and monarchy to curb his anti-social individualism
and appetites, and guide him into channels of social good.

3. Society represents a field of combat, and functions most
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effectively when viewed as a synergy that maintains the harmony
of its component parts.

4. The basic and indestructible unit of that society is the
family, not the individual.

9. Marriage is the means of preserving and continuing that
society, and must be indissoluble.

6. The child is the natural product of the family. His rights
and duties as a member of the society to come must be respected
and enforced.

7. Social development must be slow and evolutionary, in ac-
cord with heredity and environment. Social ascension is deter-
mined by rigid laws decreeing a long period of maturation at
the same social level.

8. Conformity to existing social conditions and acceptance
of one’s position in society maintain social durability and con-
tinuity.

9. Catholicism explains the purpose of one’s life and makes
tolerable expiation, redemption, the sense of suffering and of
death, the acceptance of one’s social status,

10. The present does not enjoy the right to change the sub-
stance of the traditional society developed in the past.

11. The traditional political and social hierarchy is explained
and justified by the teachings of Catholicism.

12. As consuming social energy, thought and ideology are
destructive. The supreme regulator of social activity is religion,
and it alone can conduct thought along lines resulting in com-
mensurate social values.

13. Preexistent before the individual, society cannot be cre-
ated and recreated by any revolutionary processes of man. Revo-
lution solves no problems, it only increases the number of them.

14. A product of revolution, the Code Napoléon destroys both
family and society. Destruction of the principle of primogeni-
ture, the ascendancy of the principle of the equal division of
wealth among offspring, and divorce sap the social unit at its
roots.

9



15. Revolution has caused a scission in the development of
France, creating dissension and disorganization. It has produced
democracy, the logical outcome of which is communism, which,
proclaiming the Rights of Man, sets every man against his neigh-
bor, and sets all men against the State.

16. The theory of equality is an error, it does not exist in na-
ture and can be found only in the grave.

17. Further, revolution and its ideologies have been used
simply to dupe the masses, and in the social upheaval following
there are created inevitably and always new aristocracies which
exploit and may prove more oppressive than the old.

18. The democratic ideal is wasteful of human and social
energies. In scorning the superiorities of a traditional aristoc-
racy, it foolishly puts its faith in the mediocrity of numbers and
elective suffrage.

19. Class struggles, the arriviste, and the révolté are products
of the leveling process proceeding from revolution and Rousseau-
ism; they are cause and corollary of social disorganization.

20. Traditionalism is the one possibility offering, not infinite
progress, but the progress of society beyond its present state; it
preserves social order, durability, and continuity.

To study and verify these social theses which buttressed their
novels, Bourget and Balzac alike used first the method of analysis
and then that of synthesis in order to arrive at their conclusions
and give them the appearance of universal application. If Balzac
at times equalled Bourget in the power of psychological and
social analysis, Bourget was Balzac’s inferior in the faculty of
synthesis and general social breadth. The lesser genius, Bourget
was caught in the rigidity of his system; Balzac, the greater gen-
ius, was too big to be confined by any system, even that which
framed his social philosophy. Bourget was unable always,
despite his constant effort, to give the impression of life in its
turbulence, its many facets and phases; the creation of Bourget
does dot always pulse with the life that infuses the Comédie
humaine. Excelling in analysis and detail, Bourget lacked the
synthetic powers of Balzac. Truly a contribution to the natural
history of man, the novels of Bourget constitute a series of social
documents of great perspicacity, but of lesser social range than
the Human Comedy of Balzac.
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