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Name John Honnibal Cs.rtor 

Teacher of For~ig:t Languages 
Sumner High Sohool 
4248 West Cotu-ge Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 

Field: Modern 
Languages 

Plan of Work 
A comparative etudy of Bourget and Bal.zac dealing with taohn..\o in the 

novel,. che.ractera, style, traditionalism e.nd social philosophy. 

Wishes to ,:rork for Ph .. D. degree under Dr. Jodeph F. Jaoksou at the 
University of Illinois. Has 'been admitted. PI•obeble duration of work one 7ear, 
beginning June 19/+2. Will seek position or teaeuing and research at one of the 
larger Negro universities. 

Personal Data Born llel'llphis, Tennessee, August 1909. fiiarried, one 
ohild. rrife is social worker. Two do11endents. 

Age:J2 

Undergraduate Work University of Illinois, A. B., 1929. 

Graduate Work tJniversity of Illinois, A. M., 1933 
UniTBrsi~y of Illinois, 3UWJors, 1937, '3S, 139, '40, '41. 

Experience Instructor at various schools 1~ St. Louis, 1929 -, $1.400-$2700. 

Accomplishments 

References 

Joseph F. Jackson 
Samuel F. li1ll 
Paul. Emile Jacob 
Arthur Hamilton 
Howard Vernon CaAte~ 

(All of University ot Illinois.) 
Lorenzo J. Groene, Lincoln Universit} (Uissouri). 

Budget Summary 

Total Amount Needed $1 86S 
From Applicant ' 400 : 
From Fund $l, 465• 

AMOUNT GRANTED 



u 
T e ot'Udy on Bourget and l:o.lsao upon wnion 1 ai:. pro:sently enr;a od 

1a inwnded tc fulfill thtt d1saerto.tion requi.Nltlent of the Um.voraity o ! llinoie 

toward the ciootorato in French. The oubje-,t l:'ll.B su-:;osted several yoe.rs a&o by 

Curtiue the Ooroa::i aoholar in his n~thor-1to.th"8 study ot flolzao published by 

fr1edr1.oh Cohen in Ponn. F.r'li.le • Facuot. the l r,meh orit1o. 1n his core reoent 

work on Dalzao 1.n11cntos thl s-.":e probl~ aa n fertile field for noholarGb1p. 

Prof • .Albort i-euillort of Yale Uniwrdty. and brot.hor-ln-la• of tho aub~eot ot 

h1o soholarly iJlveatication. in the prefnoe to Paul Dourset (Paria, Librairie 

PlL 1957). also it:ia1~atoa the need or dofin1t1vo reee roh upon &urget as• writer 

im'luenoed by Ealzo.o •a literary ani social theories. Balzao t-.ao beocno perhaps the 

dooinant 1'1..i;uro in tho at\ dy of tho I:l.Odern novel,, ito purpouea and influenoes; a wat 

atJolmt of scholarly effort iu beitlr; exponded upon him. particularly in this eountry, 

unt.11 tho ceche of tho lo.te Prof.0e.rt;an,· at the Un1i.,.rs1ty o!' Chio•~o. The effect 

of naliao upon r:u>dorn tho ·ht nnd aooiety, as well as upon that which 1a core purely 

lherary. grows inoreasin-;ly appi..rent and ir.aporte.nt, with •idely w.r~ant views 

propounded by different e-ohools a a01':lO of the t•usaian achool holding him &. proponect 

of revolutionary theories. investi~tors of othor sohoole point1~ to hiJ:i ao a bolwork 

of religion and tre.ditionalim in France, o prophet of the coral and national deoay 

b1·our:.ht about by tho revolutione nnd tho rapid aocie.l ::h&U1--;ea in the Franoe of the 

early ninetee:-.th oont1 ry. If B lcao r::AY bo said to be the historiographer or the early 

portion oJ the o&ntury, prod\.el.nc tJ. oooiolcr;y of pessicis;:, Bourbet iG admittedly hia 

dioiple, direoted ~o11t.U'd liteNcture by the impoot of the master's mind ns revealed 1n 

books and core or loss as a psyoho-,oaiolo•ist, also as a =oralist 1ntte:,ptin~ to 

portray anJ even to stay the vt.at eooiolo";ical and poUtiC'al chan:ee in Fronoh during 

his 11ret1r.s oporai:.i.Dt; to tho det.ru::ont ot the naticnal wel!'are -- obo.ngu foreseen 

by Be..lzao, and oven to tmr:ie extent fashioned by h!e literary prodt.10tion. The present 

ato.ttu1 ct Fnu:x,e om or th.o world eitll1ltivn lends t;l'ontor validity to a ooi:rparat1ve 

study of the thou~ht or those two. Uy invoetication will sook to uetom1ne the 
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exc.ot 1~ torary rolo.tionohip of thelle t\\'o • the Gil'::nlric&noe of their relaUvoly 

o plooontar p 1-trayul or the two hu.lvoa or a ratl- r lo 

or their Gooiul thaGeg. 

c ntury end the validity 

Thie pro rai::i of reaoar~h \I.en 1.·st un~ertakon ln the aw:mer of 19~1 at 

the lniverGii:y o1' llliuoin under the ulrootion of ProfH'oaeph I· .:ao~ton, hoe.d o1: 

the Fronoh llepu.rtcent, 11:.d a th rea, l t of sevoral oonferonoes i th him 
1 

followin;::. ny completion of oourne roquire.t'lents and exa· inations othor thnn the 

final lcadin· to tho dootore.te 1n hh departMnt. 'Ihe 1tudy hu been ?Uraued 

rather closoly aince e.nd no, requirun oven ,reater attention for ita at:,oeutHl 

oouoluaion. 'Ihe hbtory or tho sl.lbjeot to tho preHr.t date has been •J.eqUAtely 

covered, its y,ar:dfioationa and pouibilitioa revealed by data now in r.,y files, 

the available ::rit1oal uteriul hn• been roasonably oxhau•tod, and diroot 

exru:i1.nation or the orlco of both a, thors 1• 110w in progress. ~ uf£1oient at dy 

and res 11roh 01"' the proble::i reaacnabl:, mAY cxpeote,1 to •ttain oocpletion early 

in tho first G estor or the aoad iu year 1.142-1~, thus leavillf; s ft'ioient time 

for its final redaotlon before June or the some year; l plan to 1~8 avail ble 

timo to the subject thh aol.ool y ar , ntil June. when. naturally, it ill exaot 

undivided attontion. Tho rk will continue under t.l.e personal direction of 

Prof. Jack, on, who as a friend of' 1 euillerat haa opeoial lntorest in the aubjeot 

and can obtt\1n for u.o a~"3ordin::;ly first t-..and inl'onr.ation and advice with ro ard 

to Bour et. 

I have lon; desired to c!iroot ~y efforts to ard literary critioica and oreative 

fhis study, if eu,,ceuful. ee1·to1nly w!.11 fill f\ ap in the literary history 

oi' the put oentury. and t:.r,.J l d to a more aatiafaotory intorpretation of the 

literature and eoo1ety of the proeent ono. Prof. Jaoob, who 1a S-wila and even t.a 
~f 

yet too fully awaro of d1ffioultiea in 1'\:!ierioa ariain~ f'roa raoo. ~urgested aeveral 
4 

years a ,o that Hterftl")' oritiois::i 1s -o,y motiar. I should like to help fo the 



c1n:1s of sc~olara in 11 to1-o.b re at l isk, Atlanta. or Bo?:ard, and havo 

an environment oc:rnd in to truly prw.uct l ve thinkinr;, to hs:L vo a 

e;re&tor opnc-tunity to ttaka a real ~ontribution to earnest thour-)lt c.nd 

lettoro. 
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UNIVEJ\S TY OF ILLiliOIS-H!E OOP,'.i' :Ju'$ GPFICE 

c:hn t!annibal Vt.ult o.62463 
.ntered llatrieulated 

Sept. 21,1926 
Uatr •• u:uber 

50121 
l laoe and -iate of birth 

Sept. 21 11925 phis, ~ .. ,,mauee Au":ust 18 1 1909 
Colle,:e 
L.A.S. 

CurrioulUl!l 
General 

C~e rf paront or uardian 
Hannibal t. Carter 

'":onors in L.itin 

Date 
Oot.lo 1 1c ~3 
June 14 1929 

.atldfee" ,,]' purent or ·uard!in 

4607 .1:.,1111.ne Avenue 
s ono e o • s s i o 

?'on-resident 
J ..,.. ..!tt • h e rts XJJ.i:PT1.J I Mt 

tni;liah Latin Iii story Miysioa Bookkeeping 
Gentan Civioa Chemistry Draw.&llan.train. 

Al~ebra Frenoh £oononioe looloey ..u~io 
Plana Geom.etr1 Spanish Com.Goography l!otany Agr.or Home Boon. 
Solid Goometry Sooiolo~y Biolo~y Sten.&!ype. ______ __.._ _________ _,,,. __ _,, "'~r Sc,ien.mo,._ • ..,5"""u~Uj.lii_ ... ., .. ?-:!'.-•--------------
I>esoriptiv~ 1i~le ~r Jour1e 

Old l'ronch . .eadin•g Fren.SlOla 1 
!:U .: SE:3SJCJ .. 1~31 

Le Real.et.let N.·u1r • .tran. liren.Sl44b 
17th Cent.Literature1Drama Sp~.n.Sl31C 
Latin Elogy ...at. S115 

tu l SESfITOH 1938 "onance Lan~ua.r;e 
ri~.,iDevel.oi' o~el in J·r. Fron.bl Bi 

Contemporary SFaniah ram.a ~ an.Sl25b 
St ..n. S ,S6ION 1959 

Villon,l..abelais. ontair,ne 
Annales of 'Iaoitua 

SU.. R S S! Clf 1~40 

Fren.Sl02b 
Lat. Sl5la 

Sr,oo .Topioo for -es. 1n Fren. J'ron.&196 
LaLittoraturo Cot poraine fren.S33a 

$L .. , 6 4S! f 1941 
Speo.'fq,ioa fer Reaeuoh l ren.Sl96 

l 

(2) 

• 
• 
• 
• 

I 

A 
A 
A 

A. 
A 

A 
A 

A 
A 

Def. 

frenoh E,i;am.Paaaed 
Geri.lan Exam.Passed 
Preliminary Exem.Pasaed 

G O C Ll STAGDiflG 

I::.:. Seyler 
~.~. Seyler, -eoorder 

• 
• 
• 
• 

• L- exwninati~n lo~.19,1941. 
A.e~e..:.lent; L, 11:Md.; .: • .ro.ir; o.poor (barely pass-tm;); ~.1' il 2·e;AD •• (11.bsent). counts as a 
failure; Ex., ex~usP.d absonoe; Jr., dropped fro~ class, count.a ta e failure. A unit oi' 
gr&tlua.te w rk is eq\.iiw.lc.ut to 'cur &&':.eater l-to1.;rs or undergraduate work. rotal ae:n.estor 
hours aa.rned rocol·ded ln sot10ater hour oolUtL'l'lJ all other tote.ls for office uee only. 
This reoord is not official tmlesa it bears i,he •ignatture of the l,eoorder &.nd tho lmpreaa 
of the seal of the t::niversi ty ot Illinois. 



J'plJn ftflMibQl C rter 

It i pl auru to support tr. C t."t$r' ppllo.tion 

and 

cAn ainaerc,ly ua.:, tb.!lt bo 1a a person of' , e t billty o.."ld h1t1i chAraotel", 

uho:i I n rc0c: nd w1t.'iout hooi: .. ~tion to )T;)UX' Fund. Altbou;)l I e not 

qu .itied to co t teehn10Ally upon Dr. Cs.rt.er•• uabj ot, ooveral c:,f. J:S7 

colle.tl.fU-09 - horo Md at. othm lnsti t.utions - t,() l"t!\o1t I h11.w opobJl, all 

~ th t hio wbJeot is not onl1' or tT9~t i;Jportanoo, 'but thnt.. ttli1 pu.­

tloular afJpeo\ or &l.Jlu and Bourget need!J to 

obo1r.1 u a~ t dee.l. of teruJ. -:;bioh he ht!B eolleoted upon hia ouojea\ 

Gnd I tl:ral..v belino th11t he onl7 noed..5 t.e tmonoial uotetmlc tbn\ ,-our 

Fund Gbt extond hia in o-rdor to l::rinl hia stu~ to 00 • lotion .. 

JJr. Cr..rtor'o out1ttu.d1nb abillty (u his record et, 

the Univ.rsity or Illin~ie 1howa) and his oc~okrly attiwd6 gs O¢uYinood 

m<, tb.a.t1 in his atudJ' ot Dow:-aet e.nd Bal.zao• he 1'ill Mke a .-o.l.uo.blo 

oontr1\Jut1cn to hie ohoa•n f"iGld. 

;-r, Art.l\ttl' H~mlj,Ollt !ES.)01&to Profosaor or Span.1.ah rui,l Iw:taa.. tla.i••r•lty 
ot Ill!.11010. 

11tudent • have bti.d at th• Unive1·n1ty or lllinoia 1n the field of ~oo 



John U.erm1bu C t"ter 

a b1 degr •, a capaoit.y tor J"l:.!'l~aroh mt hie om, joined 1.o tho abi.llty 

w work hard ci.nd inoesoantl.y. On he occasion of hie ~ter•u oral-, u"ter ---half' t.i.n hoar of (!Uest1om.n1, I ~bor tb.si.t Pi-o!o:-;Joor Oliver, ~ no 

oondu.ct1ns t.n• o:amurtnation add, "ffoU, Mr. Oarter, we ean•t dk 70u •11¥­

th1n1 you don't. , ow. lb)' don1 tt ,-cu tell uu 'What quoation to ask ,ou?• 

Thie flOrt or thing dooon•t uauell.J' oocur on suob oe-oe.aiona. 

'flhUe not oU cquaintcd with tho f1old or ntudy' proposed 

by ttr. Carter• I wm~a1tatinn1' approw his cboio., becaune lt M1 h3i g. 9J.9.! 

nd a.a unhi,dtatiuaJ.y t nft'1na t.bnt it i• rcy bollet that his theau will be, 

1! not tho r10st notovor-thy contribution, nry olooe to it, ,me! in &n7 eYC?lt 

a Tf»fY r,orlb While cue. 

11r. Cuter 111 CTDr, inob a eentlm:san1 a 1!llln ot wid& oulture. 

n cha.m1n& ccinvorsa.t1onallst, at- bol:118 1n e•ery sathfl'ing, 17eU poiaad, HU 

bala.uoed.. 

I to:;.r you will think I in.d.ul(i1.ng in too ah extraflgant 

praiue, but Hr. Carter 1a in a ol.Aes bJ htlloolt 1n my •st1::mt1on, &lid I h~..,. 

e.l,rqs t?3.ougnt t.hAt it n, onl.1 hie oolor whlon prewnted hie rise to the 

to~•t heighta 1n CJUl" ~:tesaion. l.eA bftr, I h&.ft so.id th the wao the . . 

r.orl brillian stud•nt " have evor had he.x•• tb13 uns J,_st h~,t tt •qe, 

not Jut the:i bent Begro at\tdent, but uo miite student hn.a dono ea 

brilliutq ~8 •• .RoJ" has &n:j who ewn o e near doing ISO :,} om tho 

mo4-at7, the courte91, the un!Ailin_g thought!'ulnoaa that tax-. Cart•r elnya 



J'ohn Hanubnl Carter 

ka iS?"JM ,. JUD9Ae IL· d, Dlt~nt or Frtinoh, UDiv r,;it7 or ru1:,e>11. 

tir· <U.nct aeiuatntnnoo mth Mr. Cflrt,td· d bid WO?"k 

is llmited to the s~r se1u11on or 191.1, m1 1 h o.e pletol\ hit pl"!tlim~~ 

ntq1.J1.rez;~t• tor the Ph. D. d"3J'ee and bflgsn ,mr • on hia ditutortl t1on. 

Judeillc fro~ his rGOord n.d tt:.e impression h• ha~ md& on ci,y- couc..,euea 

and on 110, he b a tho:'<1~ con1:teteat a.ca nillahl.• perao-n, do11ervt.n WJ.7' 

n o.usary aid to allow hita to oo 1plete hie die ertabion oa.tt.atnoti.1r1l.y and 

in duo tla. lr. Carter oaya, I l>J"Opotl&d h1a csutJE;ot, Dfmi·get l'!..nd M1cr.o, 

b!ch hu been sugcodted by aithoriM•• on tho ":.wo wri.t!lrs. l'.t. la Au a11l>t-

't.iaue un~rt.i~ fl'Ora the po1n·t of vi"" ot t:·i i,outtt. ot oorial to oo 

•~udi•d, tb• intel'pritts.tlou or thi-a mat.erial, tmd t.h11 ol>Ahl.e h1)li1Jrat1cna 

of t.i@ l"l)a\J.lts ob~ ir1ed. Such otudiea will undoubtod4' be 1noNt\4tingl.y ia-­

port.ant in t'10 iaediow 1\lture, when " ehAl.l. r1~D11U10 ~,d re◄T?ll.uaW {?) 

~et id e.a, op1nioru, &nd t.heoriee ot eooio.l and poll t.iool. no.ture iii t.hot.r 

relation to the Pl~~nt. tn1a ti~la 1• so broad t~at I ~hould expect llr. 

Cu-tor to l1id.t his •tu4T ot .l.lW&C and Dourpt. aowevor, I feel thct. non 

o. l:1.mita.t1<1n or the aubJ~ot should p"Nduca signUic,uii T&sultn. Ur. C~r 

ahould bo able to pro-duo• an l£190l:'Ulni. oout.riwtion i11 t'ie !'ield or the 

~l"tl li tier tUN of 1do1r;1. 

ls 1 §Nmt,l 1, \'fill. Pr\l.tooaor or Fr.nob, tin.i:l'eraS.t, or ll.U•io.1s. 

I bav al~ya had a very high N.Speot f-1J't' l-1:r. Carter aa a 

ttu&nt anc:11 u • lal8n. His record w gri~J~te couroos ls O-lQ;)oll•nt.. tl• ii 

Ulced end dr.i.1.Nd b1 •ll •o !lave b-;.cn asaooio.ted with hin hero, atud ,1ts 



0. w 

• 

and teao.'1$ru alllce. Ke 111 tho.r(N~, oonao1ent1oua1 and ha■ tine ~ 

fbo. Cut.1t1••• Nl3tu,rob proJeot is e10\1fioent, on I aQ 

confident of bis ebility to carr, U, out ISU006tJSful.l7. 

In ~l•nn :,eons ot sreduat.e toaohin n.t the Uniwrs1ty 

or tllittoill 1 have had ten or tftl eolorod tudonta. l ooneidff t:-. 

Cuter br tr::r the abb1t «md et riroaaiein ot th• .u, e.nd e delighted 

to NO 

.. - ...... 
Peu), ??;tilt JJ th, AGaiatal\t. Vrofooeor in Pron.th, Un1Vf1!'llity of Illinois-. 

I know Oartet' a.mi thinlc hish}.y o-f hi~ • • trt.udent. 

Hi• aubJect ot Noe.a.rah i• inportant. a.."'td ll orth tr ating. I haVI no 

t:oubt tb.1.11 eobolu- w1lJ. ca.:rr,- out tohe 1nqu.J.ry ouooeoa1\lll.y. 

Kr, Hg ,ard V'WAA 01!nt2z:, Pro.toasol" l':a$1"itua 01' t.ba Claoato ; 01\i.Tersity 
of Il.11.Doith 

in tAt1n for t.•.ro au~er ae,1sicne ot oic?:lt ftW at t.bo Uni 1':lty of 

lllin:~io. Dl.\ri:3.s thie 1101·k llr. C~r sho od M.ttJJttlt illl i.ntt,llit: t end 

por~ri g nt-~dsnt of P.b.Llitl" nll ebove atudent;, ot his rac~. R1ft m.tn4 

i11 k~en,, eud • ~ n:ppll~ tio.1 to ,;,. probhl11 s•t t~f<>N 111,.-, io l.l 1ihnt one 

do n_ot, feel ablo to ~• e.n opinion m to the r,n.rt1au1Gr ~:•.~ ,.f tn1~k 

w ioh Ur. Ca..-oo-r ~ iet be.:'ore bi~~ 

......... ---
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Name 

Plan of Work 

John Hannibal Carter 

Teaohe? of Foreign Languages 
Sumner High Sohool 
t.21+,'3 West Cottage Avaua, St. Louis, W.asouri 

Field: Modern 
Languages 

A compttrativo study of Bourget and Balzac dealing with teohnic in the 
novel, oharaoters, stylo, trClditionaliom and socio.l philosophy. 

\lisnea to w0rk for Ph.D. degree under Dr. Joseph F. Jackson at the 
University of lllinoio. Has been admitted. Probable duration of • ork one year, 
begi.nning Juno 1942. Will seek position 0£ teaching and research z..t one of the 
largor Nogro univorsitios. 

Personal Data Born Uem.phis, Tennessee, August 1909. Married, one 
ohild. Wife 3001o.l worker. Two dependents. 

Age: .32 

Undergraduate Work University of Il.11.noie, A. B., 1929. 

Graduate Work University of Illinois, A. U., 1933. 
Uni..-ersity of Illinois, summers 1937-41. 

Experience Inst::-uctor at various sohoole in St. I..ouis 1 1929 -, $1400-e2700. 

Accomplishments 
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Joseph F. Jaokson 
Samuel F. 111ll 
Paul Emile Jacob 
Arthur Har.d.l ton 
Howard Vernon Canter 

(All of University of Illinois) 
Lorenzo J. Groene, Lincoln University (Missouri). 
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Total Amount Needed 01,865. 
From Applicant ~O_, 
From Fund ~.l,465. 
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The Gtudy on Bourget an 

io inton:.:.od to fulfill tile dbsertation requ1rccont of tho litl1v6:·c~ ty oi' illinola 

tot..o.rd tho dootor~ .. o in Frtinoh. Tho nubjoot ·u.o sucr;estod tJGV~r.;.l ·y u ·s 4~0 by 

t:urtiua tho Gonr.a.n ~hole1r in his o.uthcritntive ntu~y o: F.:i:u,o putl:.ctied by 

Vriodrich Cohou in Eonn. 

Prof.Albert Fouillcrat ot Yale Univorsity. •nd brother-in-law or tha subjeot or 

hio soholarly invoeti~a.1.icn, in tha pr !'aoo to raul !3our5ot ( Parie, Libns.irie 

Plar, 19~7) • also in:iicti't.ea tho neod of defin1t1ve rosear b upon Bourcot as a writtlr 

in!luoi::.1Jod. b-J ral~•o•s litorary ~ aoo!.al theories. Pahao hu 'bo~Ol:lo porhaps the 

dO:lin t fi ·uro in the etu.d~, ,r the modern uovol, 1~G purp, aoo and inf'lu,Jnooa.; a 

vtt.st ~vnt of scholarly at'toi-t i:1 bc.i..nr- o:x:ponuou upo:> hi , parti.oularly in tr.is 

country, until tho -e~iso ot the lato Pro£. r~an, at tho University or Chioa o. 

n.rient vicr .. s .i.lr pouwJoo by C11fforcnt c~l-.ooln r sor:io nr the ·-vasiru:i school holc!.ins 

hm a ~roronont or rovolutio~•"'Y t'oorios. inveot!~atore of other s~hoolo pointint, 

~o hb a a 'bulwark of roli ,ion e.nii traditionolitln in rrame, a prophet of tho 

coral anu ti~tiont.l deoay 'br:01 ht about. by the rovoluticnt a.n.:1 the rapid social 

ohan:;os 1n the Yranoo or tho earl~• ni:netoonth century. If Ealz•o r.ay oo &aid to 

bo the h1ntor!.ograrhor of' th& earl:,· r,ortlon of tho oentur-J. produi,10,; • s~iology 

of pees11llioo, Pourgot io ad::iittedly hia dioiple. dir~otod tc~&l-d literAture by the 

bpoot of tho mo.et.er' s nind as revoaled in bool:o and core or lesa ac. o. psyoho-so~iolo<-iat, 

Cllso e.s e oore.liet >att.~pt~ to portray •1d avan tc ntGy the " at oooiolos1oal and 

poli .ic-al ohkllf::OS in Fr-unoo du~ h.1.a litot!no op,.1r·a.i:i::ir; to -'~h<' dutrment or the 

110.tional ,--:ol:fo.ro - ohan,;os !'orecoen by ~aleaa • and ov~u to si!"le extent fas.hioned by 

h1o litorary :,,roduc-tion. The proso:it GU.tt·s of 1-"ra:ioo Md or tht- crld s:i.baticn 

londG greater vuli._\ty to a comparative study of tm thought o! thooe t o. lJy 
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inves tigatiollnHl seok to determine th~ ex.aot lit~rary relationship of 

thase two, the a1 nifioanoe or their relatively oomplemontLry portrayal of 

tho two hulvea of a ::-ather lon; oentury nnd the validity of thoir socal theeca. 

This prosre.m or resH.roh wns first unuorto.ken in 1.he summar of 1941 at 

tne lfniver,ity or Illinois under the direoticn er Prof.Joseph r.Jaokson, hoatl 

o" the f rer..oh dope.M.:--:iont, and liS the rooul t or aE'!vernl oonrtu-en:'es with hm
1 

£ollo ing ny ocnpleti<l'n of course requireinente and exn.r.linations othor than the 

rinal lfto.ding to the dootorate in hia depnrt:nent. 'l'he study he.a bcsen pursued 

rathar closely einoe and now requii·es even creator attention for its suooeosful 

oo:noluaion. The hiotory of Uw subjeot to the preuent date ha& been adequately 

oovere.:.i, its ra.'"iifioatiotw and posaibilitioa revealed by data nm; in my files; 

the availuble orit1oAl n.aterial has been roaaonably exhauoted, and direct 

e~amine~ion or the ~orks or both authors it now in prn~teas. Gufficient ■t~dy 

and reeoaroh of the proble~ reasonably r:Jl\y bo oxpeoted to attain oonplet1on 

oarly in the fitst semester or the aoad.e.mio yoar 1942-45, thus loavin~ sufficient 

time i'or its final redaotion boforo hme of tbs sat:l<3 -yoar; l plan to give available 

time to tho subjeot tt.is solool y~nr unt:l Jme, when, nat,nlly, it will exaot 

individod o.ttcntion. The wcrk ill oontinue untler the porncnal ciireoticn of 

Prof. Jaokson, l'fho •• a rriend of leuillorat ha:, spooial interest io the subjeot 

and can obtain ror ca aocordiDr,ly tir~t hand 1nfonnntion and advice with regard 

to Bow·cet. 

I have lon~ desired to direct -::,.y ei'forta to¥.ard literary oritiohm and 

oreativo writi~. 'Ihis st\..dy, if auooou!'ul; certainly ,-111 fill • cap in tho 

literary history of the ptiat century, and nay lead to a J110ro aatisfaotory intor­

pretatiQD or tho literaturo and society ~r too presont one. Prof. Jo.oob, who is 

Swiss and even a.a yet not too 1ully awnre of dif£iouh,ies in America an sing frcJ:S 

race, SU£;£;88ted several years sgo that literary oriticiBm ia T",y m,tier. I should 

lilc3 to ho.lp form the min.is of' s~holars in lit~ratuNt at Hele, Atlanta. or Howard. 
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LETTERS OF R.EF'Et':ENOE 

eolJa Hannibal Carter 

Mr, t.Qreni10 J, G;rtep, Associate Professor of Hiewcy, Linooln University, 
W.osour1 .. 

It ie s pleasure to euppoz-t Mr. Cartor•s $pplioat1on 

for a Rottonwal.d fellowship. I have kn.om the oandidate !or aomo ti.ine and 

cs.in sincerely say that ho is a person of grent ability nnd high character, 

lfhoz I can r,commend without beai'tat.ion to your Fund. Although I am not 

qualU'iod to eo'Ml!lent technienl.ly Ul)On. ur. Carter's uabjeot, several of my 

colleagues - bore and 1:t other institut.ions - to whom! haTe spoken, all 

agree that bis subject is not onJ..y of great i.aportanoe, but that thie par­

t1oular aepect. of &lzao and Bourget ne&d.8 to bo done. Mr. Carter baa 

shown ta9 a great des.l of m:atariu whioh be has oolleoted upon hu o.ubje<lt 

and! tirml-y believe that h.e only needs the financial asaiatance tuat your 

Fund might extend him in order t<> br1.ng his stu~ t.o completion. 

Mr. Carter's outste.ndinb ability (ae his reoord e.t 

the Univeraity of Illinois ahowe) a.nd his sohQlarly attitude h&e convinaed 

ms that, in his study or Bourget and Baaao, he will make a valuable 

contribution to his oho:Jen field • 

.tr, ,Arthur Hamilton, Aseooiato Pro.feeeor ot Spanish and ItaH~, University 
of Illinois. 

111-. Carter io, in my opinion, tho most outatending 

student we have had at tho University or Ill!noie 1!1 the field of RomanQe 

Languages. He has a rapior-like mind, a •elect1•e quality devel.oped to 



J'ohn HM.niool. Cute?' 

a high c!agree, a e&p.acity for research on his own, joined to the abillt7 

to -.ork hard and incesaa.ntl.y-. 0-n the ocoai,1on of his u.ater'a oral., after 

haU' an hcur of questioning, I remei:iber t.1-is.t ProfestJor Oliver, who was 

conducting the exam1m,tion said, "trell, Mr. Oarter, we oan1t e.ak you o1u1,y­

thing you don't know. Why don•t you tell us what question to ask yo\l?• 

Tuia sort ot thing doesn't uauall.7 oocur on suoh oocas1ons. 

While not veil acquainted 111 th t.b.e field or s'tu~ proposed 

by Mr. Carter, I Ullhasitatingly approve hie choioe, because it iP hi,s c101ce 

and as unhesit.atingly I affirm that 1t ia ray ballef that hie thesis Will be, 

1! not the ::.oat note-.orthy contribution, very olose to it, nnd 1n any event 

a very worth While one. 

Ur. Carter ia every inch a. itentleman, a man of wide culture., 

a oharming oonversat1onal.ist., at home in eveey- gatbel'ing, ell poised; well 

balanced. 

I fear you will think I aa indnl.ging 1n. too imoh eletravagant 

praise, but Hr. Oarter is in a elase by himselt in yq estimation, and I have 

al.1ra19 thought that it was only hia color lVh.i.ch prevented hia rise to the 

topmo•t heighta in our profession. Rerr.-ember, I have ae.id that he ns the 

£:.Ost brillian student we hava ever had he1·•J thi nvans just 'lfhat it, e~, 

not just the best Negro estudent, but no lilhit.e student bu done as 

br11lianti, as he. Hor baa a.ny Who even came near doing eo ahown the 

modeat7, the courtesy, the unfailing t~ougb.tfulnass that llr. Cal'ter al:n.y-a 

diapla79. 
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Mr • .Toserh :F, Jackson, I:Iead, Department of French, University of lllinoie. 

lrty' direet acquaintance with Kr. Carter and hia work 

is limited to t.h• summer session or 1941, when he compl~ted hie prel1nrl.nary­

r&qu1re-:nents £0~ the P'n. D. degree and began work on ziis d,iasertation .. 

Judging from his raoord and the impreasion h~ has made on 11fY colle~guea 

and on me, he is a thoroughly competent and reliable person, deserving any 

necessary iud to alloy him to oomplete his dissertation satisfa.otc.r1ly and 

in due time. As Mr. Cartor says, I proposed his subject, !loureet und Balaac, 

which hat Leen suggeated by rutl1oritiea on the two writers. It is an ambi­

tious undert.akiilg from the point of view of tho amount of material t.o be 

studied, th& interpretation of this material, e.nd the probable illlpllcations 

of the resulta obtained. Such studies will undoubtedl.y be 1ncre singly im­

portant ir. tbe iCl:llediate future, when we sh8.l..1. re-examine and re-evaluate(?) 

past idcuus, opinions and theories of a social and political. nature 1n theii­

relation to the pr&sent- This field 1a eo broad tuat I should expect Kr. 

Carter to limit his study of: Balzac and Bourget. Hottever, I feel. thst even 

a llrdtat1on of the subJec,t should produoe s1gn1fioant results. Kr. Carter 

ab.ould be able to produce an il!lpor~t. contribution 1n the field or the 

modern literature of ideaa. 

L1r. Samuel F. Will, Professor of P'renoh, Oni:t'ersi ty of lllinois. 

I have aJ.wa15 had a very high respeot for Mr. Carter as a 

student and as a l!llm. His record in t-raduate oourses 1e e~elle~t. Ha is 

liked and adadred by a:ll. Who have ooen assooi&ted with him here, etudenta 
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and teaohe1•s alike. Re io thorough, conso1entious,- and hu tine colltlllOn 

sen••• 

. t.tr. Carter'• research projeot 1a aignifloant, and I am 

confident of hia abillt.y to C&ITy it out suoeesafully. 

In eleven years of.' graduate teaoh.1.n6 at the Onivoreity 

or Illlno1- I haw bad ten or twelve color•d atudonta. I consider Ur. 

Carter 07 far the ablest and moat promioing of t.bem &l.l, and am delighted 

to recom!!lend him. 

Paul Em1l• Jaoob, Assistant Profeu,sor in Yrenrh, University of Illinois. 

I know Carter and think highl7 of him as a student~ 

His subject of researoh is important a.l'ld well worth treating. I hav& no 

doubt thia scholar will carry out. the inquiey" succeas.t'ully. 

Ir. Ji\?'~er§ Vernon C!lnter. Professor ~eritus of the Olassica, Oniv•rait-y 
of Illinois. 

'l'h.e n•iter knew ti?-. Ce.rter £S e. graduate atudent 

1n Latin for two summer oeaoionp of eight weeka e.t the University of 

IlJ 1 n-~is. DI.wing this work Mr. Carter ohOT.ed him:Jel.f o.n intelligent and 

perseveri g student or cbility well above 3tudente of Ma raoe. His m~nd 

ia keen, and bis application to & problen eot before r..im 1;1 e.11 that one 

could al!lk. I am not proficient ~ the field of' Roczw.oe J.anguagaaJ he.nee 

do not feel •blo to express en opinion n~ to the particular pl.e..n 01 work 

whioh J.h-~ Carter haa eet before him. 
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I PLEAsE 

1 
!iOHN ii: CARTER, 

The study on Bourget and Balzac upon which I am presently en~a 5ed 

is intended to fulfill the dissertation requirement of the University of Illinois 

toward the doctorate in French. The subject wo.s suggested several years a.go by 

Curtius the German scholar in his authoritative study of Balzac published by 

Friedrich Cohen in Bonn. Emile F'a.guet, the French critic, in his more recent 

work on Balzac indicates the same problem as a fertile field for scholarship. 

Prof.Albert Feuillerat of Yale University, and brother-in-law of the subject of 

his scholarly investi~ation, in the preface to Paul Bourget (Paris, Librairie 

PlQn 1937), also indicates the need of definitive research upon Bourget as a v,riter 

influenced by Balzac's literary and social theories. Balzac has become perhaps the 

dominant fi~ure in the study of the modern novel, its purposes and influences; a 

vast amount 01' scholarly effort is being expended upon him, particularly in this 

country, until the demise of the late Prof.Dargan, at the University of Chicago. 

The effect of Balzac upon modern thought and society, as well a.s upon that which 

is more purely literary, grows increasingly apparent and important, with widely 

variant views propounded by different schools: some of the 1\ussian school holding 

him a proponent of revolutionary theories, investi~ators of other schools pointing 

to him as a bulwark of religion and traditionalism in France, a prophet of the 

moral and national decay brought about by the revolutions and the rapid social 

changes in the France of the early nineteenth century. If Balzac may be said to 

be the historiO.";rapher of the early portion of the century, producin~ a sociology 

of pessimism, Bourget is admittedly his diciple, directed toward literature by the 

imp~ct of the ID.fJ_ster 1 s mind as revealed in books and more or less as a psycho-sociologist, 

also as a moralist,attempting to portray an1 even to stay the vast sociological and 

political changes in Jrnnce during his lifetime operating to the detriment of the 

national welfare -- changes foreseen by Balzac, and even to some extent fashioned by 

his literary production. The present statvs of France nnd of the world situation 

lends greater validity to a comparative study of the thought of these two. My 
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in v e st ig at.ion will seek to determine the exact literary relationship of 

these two, the si~nificance of their relatively complementary portrayal of 

the two halves of a rather lom; century and the validity of their social theses. 

This program of research was first undertaken in the summer of 1941 at 

the university of Illinois under the direction of Prof.Joseph F.Jackson, head 

of the French department, and as the result of several conferences with him, 

following my completion of course requirements and examinations other than the 

final leading to the doctorate in his depar'buent. The study has been pursued 

rather closely since and now requires even greater attention for its successful 

conclusion. The history of the subject to the present date has been adequately 

covered, its r8.1'1ifications and possibilities revealed by data now in niy files; 

the available critical material has been reasonably exhausted, and direct 

examination of the v;orks of both authors is now in pro~ress. Sttfficient study 

and research of the problem reasonably may be expected to attain completion 

early in the first semester of the academic year 1942-43, thus leaving sufficient 

time for its final redaction before June of the same year; I plan to give available 

time to the subject this scl,ool year until June, when, naturally, it will exact 

individed attention. The work will continue under the personal direction of 

Prof. Jackson, who as a friend of Feuillerat has special interest in .,he subject 

and can obtain for me accordingly first hand infonration and advice with regard 

to Bourget. 

I have long desired to direct my efforts toward literary criticism and 

creative writing;. This st~dy, if successful, certainly will fill a gap in the 

literary history of the past century, and may lead to a more satisfactory inter­

pretation of the literature and society of the present one. Prof. Jacob, who is 

Swiss and even as yet not too fully aware of difficulties in America arisin~ from 

race, su~gested several years ago that literary ~riticism is my i/etier. I should 

like to help form the minds of scholars in literature at Fisk, Atlanta, or Howard, 
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and have an environment conducive to truly productive thinking, to have a 

greater opport1,.1ity to make a real contribution to earnest thought and 

letters. 







LETTERS OF REY-£flENCE 

John Hannibal Carter 

Mr. Lorenzo J. Green, Associate Professor of History, Lincoln University, 
Uissouri. 

It is a pleasure to support r::r. Carter's applic<C'.tion 

for a Rosenwald fellowship. I have known the candidate for so~e time and 

can sincerely say that he is a. person of 5-reat ability and high char1;1.cter, 

whom I ca.11 recommend without hesitation to your Fund. J.J.thoueh I am not 

qualified to comment technically upon Mr. Carter's usbj ect, several of my 

collea.gues - here and at other institutions - to whom I have spoken, all 

agree that his subject is not only of great i;nportG.I1ce, but that this par­

ticular aspect of Balzac and Bourget needs to be done. Mr. Carter has 

sbov,,n me a great deal of materi6.l Vihich he hes collected npon his subject 

and I firmly believe that he only needs the financial assistance that your 

Fund might extend him in order to bring his study to completion. 

Mr. Ca.rte:i-1 s outstandinb ability (a.s his record at 

the University of Illinois s\1ovrs) and his scholr.rly attitude has convinced 

me tllat, in his study of Bourget and Balzac, he will make a Yalua.ble 

contribution to his chosen field. 

'r. Arthur Hamilton, Associate Professor of Spanish and Italian, University 
of Illinois. 

Mr. Carter is, in my opinion, the oost outstanding 

student 't,e have had at the University of Illinois in the field of Ramu.nee 

Languages. He has a rapier-like mind, a selective quclity developed to 
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a high degree, a capacity for research on his own, joined to the ability 

to work ha.rd and incessantly. On the occasion of his master's oral, after 

half a.n hour of questioning, I remember that Professor Oliver, who was 

conducting the exemino.tion said, 11V,ell, Mr. Carter, we can I t ask you any­

thing you don't mow. Why don't you tell us v:ha t question to ask you? 11 

This sort of thing doesn't usually occur on suer occasions. 

While not ·well acquainted '7itb thE:' field of study proposed 

by Mr. Carter, I unh~sitatingly approve his choice, because it is his choice 

end as unhesitatingly I affirm that it is my belief that his thesis will be, 

if not the most noteworthy contribution, very close to it, and in any event 

a very north wrile one. 

Mr. Carter is every inch a gentleman, a man of wide culture, 

a charmine conversationalist, at home in every gathering, Viell poised, well 

balanced. 

I fear your.ill think I am inaulgin~ in too much extravagant 

praise, but Mr. Carter is in a class by himself in my estimation, end I have 

e.lr:a.ys thought th,:it it wa.s only his color which prevented his rise to the 

topmost heights in our profession. Remember, I have said that be was the 

most brillian student v;e have ever had here; this means just what it says, 

not just the best Negro student, but no white student has done as 

brilliantly as he. Nor has any who even came nenr doing so shown the 

modesty, the courtesy, the unfailing thoughtfulness that Mr. Carter alvays 

displays. 
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Mr. Joseuh F. Jackson, Head, Department of French, University of Illinois. 

My direct acquaintance with Ur. Carter and his work 

is limited to the swmiter session of 1941, when he completed his preliminary 

requirements for the Ph.D. aeP.ree and began work on nis dissertation. 

Judging from his record and the impression he has r::a.de on rrry colleagues 

a~d on me, be is a thorouP-hly competent ~.nd reliable person, deserving any 

necessary a.id to ailo\\ him to cot1plete his disserte.tion satisfactorily and 

i~ due time. As Mr. Carter says, I proposed his subject, Bourget and Balzac, 

which has been suggested bywthorities on the two writers. It is an ambi­

tious undertaking from the point of view of the amount of material to be 

studied, the interprete,tion of this material, and t],e probable implications 

of the results obtained. Such studies \":ill undoubtedly be increasingly im­

portant in the immediate future, when we shall re-examine and re-evaluate(?) 

past ideas, opinions and theories of a socis.l and political nature in their 

relation to the present. This field is so broad that I should expect Mr. 

Carter to limit his study of Balzac and Bourget. However, I feel tlwt even 

a limitation of the subject should produce significant results. Mr. Carter 

should be able to produce an important contribution in the field of the 

modern literature of ideas . 

. .rr. Samuel F. flill, Professor of French, University of Illinois. 

I have always had a very high respect for Mr. Carter as a 

student and as a man. His record in fl"aduate courses is excellent. He is 

liked and admirea by all who have been associated with him here, students 
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and teachers alike. He is t~orough, conscientious, and has fine common 

sense. 

~h-. Carter's research project is significant, an~ I am 

confident of his ability to carry it out successfully. 

In eleven years of graduate teaching at the Universit~ 

of Illinois I have had ten or twelve colored students. I consider Ur. 

Carter by far the ablest and most promising of them a.11, and am delighted 

to recommend him. 

Paul Emile Jacob, Assistant Professor in French, University o~ Illinois. 

I know Carter and think highly of him as a student. 

His subject of research is important and well worth treating. I have no 

doubt this scholar will carry out the inquiry successfully. 

Mr. Hmnrrd Vernon Canter, Professor Emeritus of the Classics, University 
of Illinois. 

The writer knew Mr. Carter as a graduate student 

in Latin for two summer sessions of eight weeks at the University of 

Illinois. During this work Mr. Carter showed himself an intelligent end 

persever:;,.ng student of e bili ty v:ell e. bove students of his race. His mind 

is keen, and his application to a problem set before him ia all that one 

could ask. I am not proficient in the field of Romance languages; hence 

co not feel able to express an opinion as to the particular plan of work 

v:.nich ~lr. Carter has set before him. 



FELLO 

Ap-ril 17, 1942 

Dear llr. Carter; It is a pleasure to :i.llfor1a:,ou 
tha ~you b. ve beeQ ~ss,ted*by 

the Committee on Fellowships of thu J 1lius Rose .•. u. 
f!6:ridJo rec i7e 8. g!'an~ ot' iJne ~lfollSi:tl'ld. Ive--,huhdred 
aqg ~ ( 4500) to aa~ist: you iu carrym 6 tor, w:~ 
;tour com.9,.x:1tive study of BoLU·get d 'Salzac, for a 
tneJ.ve-month period. In t':ie ~ient. thnt )OU. -1Xe 

called into ~1e a-~ed torce6 befor& yo~ can b gin 
uork on the project, it will, of co~~se, be imposoible 
for uo to llold t.n1s fc-llo a11ip for :)OU. 

~ill you plebse let us kno at 
once hether or not you can accept tois ;;r:.mt? ..L~ 
ennoujceuent or tne Comitteefs aelections ~ill be 
made s.:,o~ ana it can i.nc.i.11.le only those from ,nou. 
accept:...I1ces have been I'EICeivad. 

WCH:Rl1 

Kl'. John J{. Ca.r.tc. 
4478a Cook Avenue 
St. I.ouis, llissouri 

Sincerely yours, 

W\U.\AM C. HA YGOO 

,-. 
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Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 

4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Mr. John H. Carter 

Mr. Lorenzo J. Greene 

Department of History, Lincoln University, Missouri 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a 
reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications, and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early reply will be of 
great assistance in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the 
large number of candidates. 

We request candid and critical comment. 
Your reply w~ ;::cot~"'! j~ ~ 

Director for Fellowships 

REPORT 

Dear Mr. Haygood: 

It is a pleasure to support Mr. Carter's application for a Rosenwald 
Fellowship. I have known the candidate for some time and can sincerely say 
that he is. a person of great ability and hifh chara.cter, whom I CM recom­
mend without hesitation to your Fund. Although I am not qualified to comment 
technically upon Mr. Carter's subjPct, several of my colleagues -- here and 
at other institutions -- to whom I have spoken, all agree that his subject 
is not only of great importance, but that this particular aspect of Balzac 
and Bourget needs to be done. Mr. Carter has shown me a great deal of material 
which he bas collected upon his subject and I firmly believe that he only 
needs the financial assistance that your Fund might extend him in order to 
bring his study to completion. 

Mr. Carter's outstanding ability, (as his record at the University of 
Illinois shows) and his scholarly attitude has convinced me that, in his study 
of Bourget and Balzac, he will make a valuable contributi~n to his chosen field. 

st~~ 
OVER 

Lorenzo J. Greene 
Associate Professor of History 



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold 
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

Signed-----------------------------------

Position or Title _______________________________ _ 

Address---------------------------------

-------------------------- Date ________ _ 

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 



Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 

4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Mr. John H. Carter 

Mr. Arthur Hamilton 

Department of Spanish and Italian, University of Illinois 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a 
reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications, and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early reply will be of 
great assistance in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the 
large number of candidates. 

We request candid and critical comment. 



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold 
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

~-

Address---~~:__a~~---">_J.£lo-6-J'_J~~~~=~~-~~-FF~'"-6-b.u.-i~~l- ~ 

II<-. 
Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald und, 

4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 



Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 

4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Mr. John H. Carter 

Mr. Joseph F. Jackson 

Department of French, University of Illinois 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a 
reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications, and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early reply will be of 
great assistance in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the 
large number of candidates. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. t\ 
lD '""-.,=. .. .._ Q . f\ ~ \ ll"O <!\l 

Director for Fellowships 

REPORT 

·1y direct acquaintance with John H. C~-·ter and his \'-ork is 
limited to the su'11e1· s .:1ion of 1941, "lhen he cornnl.,.teci bis pre­
liminary re_ui~ements fo~ ~h~ Ph. J. degree and b~g&~ -o-k on his 
dissertation. Judging fr-om his £"e'!ord and the imnression l.~ has 
made on my colleagues ~nd on~~, he is a thoroughly ~o~p~tent ~nd 
r~li~ble person, dese ·ving ~ny necessr~y aid to allo~ hi~ to co3plete 
his dissertation sa+isf~ctorily and in Lue time. As J,. ~o.·tsr says, 
I prooosed bis subject, Bourget and B~lzqc, rhich h-s be~n suggested 
by autborities on +he t-,;o vriters. I+ is .,n 1 bi .iour unde:-taking 
from the point o!' view of the a.mount of' m .. terio.l to b- studied, the 
interoret~tion of this u~terial, and the p.1.obable i~nlic•tions of' ~he 
results obt·ined. Such studies -ill undoubtedly be inc~easingly 
important in the immediatP future, ,hen, e shrll ~e-examinc and re­
ev~lu~te (?) past ide~s, oryinions ~nd tbeories of~ sociql ~nd 
politi,.·l nat11re in thei.1. <:?lation to th.., ,_es 0 n .... This f'i ld is 
so broad ... h t I should e-·pect ,.1r. Cnrter to li :iit l_is study of Balz c 
'nd 0 ou1.6 ct. Ho~cve.l., I f,:;~l th t evt.n a lioit·tion of .:,he subject 
should p.·oduce signifi-- nt .. ·ecults. Mr. Ca1•te ... sho 1,1d be Eble to 
produce ~n icpo~tant --ontribution in th~ field of +he ~o~ern 
li tera tu:re o {' ideas. OVER 



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold 
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

Address _ _,U.,.;;.n=i=--•-~e"--..... s""'"i....c.t..._y_o_f~I=--1_1_1_· n_o_i_s..,_, ____________________ _ 

____ _.w.TT_.uh'--'-':n'-· ....,,__.T._J,_J.,_,"-· u.D:....:."-=--; --"'f:'---------------- Date. Jan u 'y 14, 19 4 2 

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 



Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 

4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Mr. John H. Carter 

Mr. Samuel F. Will 

Department of French, University of Illinois 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a 
reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications, and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early reply will be of 
great assistance in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the 
large number of candidates. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. t\ 
~~:.. ..... ~. ~~''rd{ 

Director for Fellowships 

OVER 



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold 

a~~ing~to~ili~ , 

~~ ~ ~~ 
~ ~-..-c.~~"'-'::..-, ~ '4--

. ) ·--.. /.:. 
Signed ~<-~ _f° ~~ 

PO&tiono~~d£~ 

Address • ~ / 

----------------Date. ~ • 1;: /?°?'-<. 
c:7 

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 



Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 

4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Mr. John H. Carter 

Mr. Paul Emile Jacob 

Department of French, University of Illinois 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a 
reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications, and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early reply will be of 
great assistance in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the 
large number of candidates. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be hel~ in strict confidence. ~ 

WJ-1~0 ,. ~ ~~~dl 
Director for Fellowships 

REPORT 

OVER 



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold 
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

/Vo 

Signed ___ P_~ __ /_,_h_t_rl- ________ _ 

/' ' ~ ,.--~"- J 
Position or Title. ___ t_~....,-_J_J_,_J_L_c....._.__J_ __ c_i _0..___J_J_r,y ___ .......... __ r_~ __ <:.<._ ________ _ 

Addre~ _____ L_l_.~dJ,___<.J_~_·~_c11._~---------------
--------~c#=~~t~, •~• a~~~---=+l--- Date. If t.,t.L-

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 



Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 

4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Mr. John H. Carter 

Mr. Howard Vernon Canter 

Department of Classics, University of Illinois 

.,, 
a.-

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a 
reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications, and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early reply will be of 
great assistance in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the 
large number of candidates. 

We request c.andid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. ~ 

U}~CHSLC!'. F\~j"1>~ 
Director for Fellowships 

OVER 



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold 
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? , 

,'f ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ r- ~ ~ 

Signed /~ V ~~ 
PositionorTitle ~ £~ ~ ~ 
Address :JfJf ~,~ ~ 

~ 

~~l"K-L- Date. b: / ;2.. / f' <f-:...------------------,;.____________ I 

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 
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ACCOUNT Hfl{:r~ Fellow:;:bipl APPROPRIATION No. ~-7.. 

NAME OF STUDENT {o!ln Hannibal. Cartor - ,,,._ •• ,._ ...,1;-~S.:X"':<--,;~ 

ADORES" 

In~ti~utign ~t~~nging; llnivarsitx ot Illinois 

INSTITUTION ft] :eca:1 :tiana Taa~ha~ c! Fo~t1iD Langua1a1, SnDID!U~ Hi ~hs;r SohQol, ~· Mgdern Languages st. Louis, Mo. 

STATEMENT OF OFFER 
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' 

AMOUNT OF OFFER &l,500 PAYMENT DATE::: 

CHECKS PAY ABLE TO J:ohn n. Carter 

TIME PERIOD OF OFFER Twelve-month Eer1od 
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Mr. William Haygood 
Director of Fellowships 
The Rosenwald Fund 
Chicago, Illinois 

My dear Mr. Haywood: 

4478a Cook Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 
November 3, 1941 

Will you please direct me in properly making 
application for a Rosenwald Fellowship, and forward me whatever 
blanks and information you deem necessary. I undersliand that 
the Fund seeks to advance worthy creative and scholarly effort. 
At present, I am engaged upon a literary study of :Balzac and 
Bourget, suggested a few years ago by the German scholar Ourtius, 
by Feuillerat of Yale University, and by several others since. 

To date, my investigations have been pursued 
under the direction of the faculty of the University of Illinois 
where I was granted the bachelor's and master's degrees. Transcripts, 
recommendations and other pertinent material. will be furnished 
upon your request. 

Sincerely yours, 

~ i cia-,<-Mk-



Novem.ber 6, 1941 

Io l'ei:Jponne to ; ou.r request 

Is..~ send~ you applicatio~ 

for .tell0tschip bl~s. If you ere a Negro the 

plan which you p1·opofe will ccme within the scope 

it i~ uouutful tht t )Ou are aligiblt tor· con-

sic..?ri.:.t.'..on o,. our CQr.lOittee. 

}Ir. John ~• ,WWr= na 
42;18a doo7 Aveuua 
st. Louis 
Missouri 

Sincerely your!:, 

WILLli•S-;1 C. HA'l'liUUO 







Ft::.LLOWSH I PS 

Dear Mr. C11rterl I h~n .seen the rosent 
correapoa1enc~ which ycu 

hu:t hed .. 1.th llr. Haygo,.,d in connect.ion ifitb the 
fello\, ip &rant ~ll'~d~d to you ti a~ ort tim& ago. 
It ls customary for ua to :-Ake payment 1n monthly 
in ... L .... llr.~r.i:. O[.ll>:-e.d oi: r,1• :.he p~riod for v' J.l":h the 
Q: ~·d !ta;.,; lfC::d.Ch Ilovu.iv~r I if jc7OU o..ild pref er- to 
.reuciYc ler:;er ~1u\!nt.., iu ';he monl.!l in • hlch ,tour 
.:.4ition t:ill bo due, C!at in entirel~ agreeable to 
ua. 

.wn . ou a.ra re dy ta btigin 
oi·k unuor )'Olli. ;rant, plt..,ius t4rl t ne, t!,1.ving the 

tlO..J. t.lily 1)-\cJ uen l, plall "i.Y.:s t aui L., J. t:l :,o .u- nec,ds, and 
t.'le ad1!.·esi: to which yl)ur checks ~.ou.ld be ri.ailcd. 

WII J 'UUl I tAYGOOD 

DOROTHY A. ELVIOGf 
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To 

l4l2 •• Beslin Street 

Urbana, Illinois 

' 

Julius Rosenwald· Fund 
49~~~ll~s:~e~ue •Ll()WC y Ip 

Payment Voucher No. 47'.,;',;; 

Date 

Fi.1:•t pa1J1tent on lellowahip granted April 18, 1942 - - - - - $125.00 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit 

?Tcg:ro Fellowahips 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

Credit 

Comptroller 
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1=-ELLOWSH I PS 

June 15, l.942 

Dear Ur. Carter: In order not to hol.d up the 
firat payment on your fellow­

ship grant, I w.ailed it to you on Friday nth.out 
a covering letter. 

The payment plan which you 
have outlined is entirely agreeable to us. Monthly 
instal.lment.s of $1.25 each will be sent to you on the 
.first o:f each month from July through May 194.3. 
Those pa;,menta, together with the one just sent to 
you, will make up the i1,500 awarded to you. 

If during the course of the 
year the1·e is nny change in your address, we shall 
expect you to notif"y us p:r-0mptly. In addition, 
if there is any chenge in your draft status, we 
should appreciate i:t if you will m-1te us. 

Very trul.y yours., 

DOROTHY A. Et.vu.x,1: 
D.AE:RB 

~il~~n:·:t~~ • 5 reet 
Urbana, Illinois 



To Mr. John B.. Carter 

l.412 •• Beulin Street 

Uroana, Illlnoie 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis A venue 

CHICAGO 

Payment Voucher No. 

Date July 1, 1942 

S$coud po.yunt on i'ellmr•hip grant - • - - - - - - - - - - 125.00 

Ok. 1/2.7157 

Accouocs Appropriation No. Debit 

ffagro Fellowships 41--7 $125.00 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

Credit 

Comptroller 
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r. John n. Corter. 

tJ.'!"'b!lrw.• llliuoie 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis A venue 

CHICAGO ~ 
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I 

Payment Voucher No. 4926 
Date 

July 31, 1942 

Third . YmOnt on folloi!sl;.ip gre.nt - - - - - - $1.2S.OO 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit 

Negro Fellowships 41-7 

Prepa.red by Checked by Posted by 

Credit 

Comptroller 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 

CHICAGO \A1:-'H IPS 
To 

Ir. John Rw Carter 
Payment Voucher No. 4932 
Date 

.,, ____ "" ---. 

Urbana, Dl.1noia 

four-th pc.~t on .fellow:ship grant - - - - - - - ~S~OO 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit 

Nogro Fellowships 41-7 U25.00 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

Al I Comptroller 
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Mr. John Heruubal ~rtAr 

1.412 ~ t Uesllll St.re t 

Urbana, Il 1.lloia 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis A venue 
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Payment Voucher No. 
'3 

Date Soptombor 30, 1942 
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Accounts Appropriation No. Debit 

Negro Fellowship• 41-7 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

IS 

Credit 
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To 

I!.?', John H. c rter 

U.12 oat Baslin Street 

Ur\-lanc, n11noia 

Julius Rosenwald FFund 
4901 Ellis A venue C. L 

CHICAGO 
0 

Payment Voucher No. 

Date Ootober 30, 1942 

Sixth pz.ymeut ~ followahi:, zr .. ut - - •- - - - - - - - - $12S.OO 

Accounts Appropriation No, Debit 

Negro Fellowship• 41-7 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

All 

Credit 

Comptroller 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 
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To Payment Voucher No. ¼62 
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To 

Mr.(Jolm a. 10.a.r~r------~ 

1412 \'feet. Bcal.iJ, Gt.r et 

Urb!.na, llllnoie 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue CI="I I n\!\/SH I PS 

CHICAGO __ -/ 

Payment Voucher No. 5564 

Date Decembor Jl, 1942 

Jacua.ry installment on fellow1i11p grant - - - - - - - '1.25.00 

Accouots Appropriatioo No. Debit Credit 

legro Fellowship• 41-7 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

Comptroller 



To 
t::.r.(John "1 Clll"tol" .~ 

1412 .:est n,eUn Stroct 
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Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 

CHICAGO 

Payment Voucher No. 5739 

Date .Tau1uru-y 29, 1943 

Februnry inetalaent on fello-a&hlp grant - - - - t].25.00 

CJt.czsw~ 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit 

Negro Fellowships 41-7 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

All 

Credit 
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Fe:ornary 26, 194.J 

Deo.r Ur. carter: Uiss l!:1·,ridge ht.s given a.a your let1.er or 
Fabru&.ry 15. I Eu.i hlt..d to know t.h:... t the 

rese~rch h~$ Lone so swiftly and ~ru,,.t there is p~ospect for 
co,npletion by the end (')f the !.u~r. 

I am t.ri tin.; no,.• to JUl.ke £>.rraage!!.!ents 
for t.ha u-se o.· the t.hree instt.lli,aents 0£ ~1~5 ,1hlt;t.t remain 
in your fe.llor.,:;hi,.p. Ls. you. 1.--ao, , <.1. tallo ... hl.t' ii; Ior full­
time endeavor, ~nd cinnot ,e used ty ~ Fe•lo~ who is cn-
g{!.gad in his r,3.gv.lnr work.. I 1:1... ..,onder1r1i if ~ou 1 lan to 
return to the project full-ti:ne durin~ the sunm~r ~onths, 
or if not, wh~t arr~m_;eeents ~e can aiuke to expedite the 
co~pletio~ of 1our ~ork under the re 6ulur terms of the 
grant. 

I ,1ill :.ppreois.te :,our t.rltinJ 00 very 
soon GO that. tM.s <auestion t::ti:i be cle ... -:-eJ. up. 

Mr. ~ohn H."'arter 
1+4?a~A Cook!; ue 
St. louis, di~aouri 

Sincerely :,ours, 
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March ll, 194J 

Thank you. ver7 much for 

writln::; ~e ~bout your plUla 

for resum~t1on of your fellowship this coming 

June. When you are red.dy to ~.;61.n work, will 

you please drop 1.llss El.vidge a note, telling her 

Yh.en the pn~.1en'ts should be l!lade, and to '1hat 

&dtlrese they ahoul.d be sent? 

Mr .,John H. psge1= 
44?1b. Cook Avenue 
St.. Louis, Yissouri 

Since.rel.,- yours, 
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To / 
'tr John H. C .?""'°\Alll" 

1----
4478 .A Oook Avenue 

st. Louin, W.veour1 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 

CHICAGO 

Payment Voucher No. 6558 

Date Jm19 28, 19-43 

FELLOWSHIPS 

Jun~ innt,,11me~t on followahip - - - - - - $125-00 

Ac-counts Appropriation No. Debit Credit 

Hegro Fellowship• 41-7 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

All Compttoller 



/° FELLOWSHI~ 

June 30, 1943 

Dew-Ur. Carter: In 8.IlHwer to 1our lettar 

of June 25, I am enclooit1g 

o:.ir c::1eo.k for '1:c;5 aa e.n adcii tion!l1. p:.lyment 

atainst your fellowship gra11ted in April 194;.2. 

There remains a btu.ance of $250 Tihich ,,e shall 

sena in two monthly installments of ~5 each ou 

August land September l. 

D 2:All 
\ 

Mr/John H. Carter ) 
4478'A Cook Avenue ✓ 
St. Louis, Missouri 

DOROTHY A. ELVIDGE 



To 
:Jr.(J~lm H, carw} 
4478 .l Oook Avomie 

St. Louie, Mivsouri 

Accounts 

legro FellowShip• 

Checked by 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 

CHICAGO c, ,_ovv 
Payment Voucher N'o. 

Date 

Appropriation No. Debit 

41-7 

Posted by 

6706 

Credit 

Comptroller 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue FE' l_ QWSH \ P~ 

CHICAGO ~ ·· • -. .. . 
To Payment Voucher No. 6787 

ltr. o1m Jiannlbal C~r 

4478 J. Cook Avenue 

St. Lou1, M1as0'Ul"1 

Date August .311 1943 

final inrtt.a.ll.J:lGnt oo fellowsh.1p grant_ - - - - - - - - - ~;.oo 

Ck., 29335 

Ac-counts Appropriation No. Debit 

Negro Fellowships 41-7 

Prepared by Checked by • Posted by 

Credit 

Comptroller 
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1--F~ 
{r. ,, i llic ·n C. H;-yc oor'l 

Tiirpc+or ~or Fellovc~i1f' 
- , • 1 no~erw ,_ 1a T'imc' 
C~lcr~o, Illinoic 

FELLOV\ISr-l 1 F 

tL73f Cook !VAnue 
rt. ;:,011i!", _af!';ouri 
Octoher ~, l?t.:Z 

I ,, icl-J to exTref':- ny sincere tri<'"'Kf' to you enn 
the Juliuf' f{o<-eYJ.\'? ld fund for 1c1vinq cont ri t-ut ea to~ c.rd 
the con >let ion of '.DY :t ucy on 11 [ ocia 1 :>roblemP in the 
:-lovelf of =>rul Pourr:ret vi th t ?PCic1l J.eferc:?nce to 'lhose 
of P?lzc>c 1 : Co•n'cie h11r1E,ine. 11 'lhis <iif'f'ertrtlon in itc 
~mt irety i~ no" in tJ-19 hRn<lf' of 11y adviser at t '1e 
~Tniversity of Illinois; as yet, it '1as not been finally 
r~1roved. Jonetneless, vitnin the next fev ~ontbf', I 
do ho~e to be able to forvard Jou at least a co0y of t'1e 
1rinted abstrEct. 

~ours very truly, 

~~~ 

I 



Dear Pr. Carter: 

FELL_u 

Ths.nk you for your thoughtful­

ness in sending us the abstract 

of your thosis concerning the social problems in 

the novels of Paul Bourget in cooparison rlt.~ those 

in Bnlzae•s Ccmedie HUJnaine. ie are glad to nave 

it for your files, and it rlil be read with interest 

by the ceople here at the Fund,. 

Sincerely yot,rs, 

Mrs. J!illiam C. ~!oygood 
Aetin~ Director !or Fallo'l'lships 
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A STUDY OF SOCIAL PROBLEMS IN THE NOVELS OF 
P~UL BOURGET WITH REFERENCE TO THOSE 

OF BALZAC'S COMEDIE HUMAINE 

This thesis is an analysis of the relationship of the thinking 
of Bourget and Balzac upon the social problems of their day as 
revealed in their chief literary form, the novel. This problem 
has not previously been treated at any length, although various 
scholars have indicated that a study of these two novelists would 
be timely, and many critics have further pointed to specific simil­
arities in thought and technique in the novels of these writers. 
Curtius particularly recommended this investigation in 1923. 
Feuillerat noted the importance of such a study in his biography 
of Bourget in 1937. Among the critics who have especially ob­
served many of the affinities between the two novelists there must 
be mentioned Marcel Bouteron, Emile Faguet, Charles-Brun, 
Albert Thibaudet, Tancrede de Vis&µ, Francis Carco, Paul 
Mannoni, Victor Giraud, Uon Maes, Edgar M. Bowman, Al­
phonse V. Roche, and Wilson C. La Due. Further, Bourget 
himself was cognizant of and often avowed the great influence 
of Balzac upon his mental and literary development. This was 
clearly evident in his Etudes et portraits (1888) as well as in his 
Nouvelles Pages de critique et de doctrine (1922). 

The main objective of this investigation was to treat Bourget 
and Balzac primarily as social analysts with definite philosophies 
covering many of the social problems characteristic of the mod­
ern French era, for several of the critics named above, and others, 
have emphasized the sociological signficance of the novels of these 
two authors and have declared the philosophy underlying their 
novels to be Traditionalism. Bourget was taken as the point 
of departure; his writings which may correctly be classified as 
novels were studied in their entirety. By far the greater portion 
of his critical writings of a political, sociological, philosophical, 
or purely literary nature were subjected to close scrutiny. Sec­
ondly, many novels of the Comedie humaine were selected for 
careful consideration, either on account of the fact that Bourget 
had noted them, or because it was thought that they would offer 
material most pertinent to the Bourget-Balzac problem. These 
sources of information were considered of prime importance in 
formulating the conclusions offered. Many critical studies of 
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both of these novelists and several general studies dealing with 
the history, government, sociology, and ideologies of the period 
since the Revolution were read and used freely; but they were 
regarded as rather of secondary importance in the final sum­
mation. 

The family, religion, government, social disorganization, and 
social principles were accorded major attention. Characters and 
milieux, the societies portrayed by Bourget and Balzac, were 
examined again and again from the points of view demanded by 
these major topics in an effort to determine to what extent 
Bourget was the disciple of Balzac and to what degree he con­
tinued his predecessor's work. 

Bourget and Balzac each felt that his duty as a novelist lay 
in the examination and exposition of the basic principles of so­
ciety; the novelist would function as a doctor of the social sci­
ences, probing the ills of the State and suggesting the reme~y, 
monarchy and religion. Through the medium of the novel both 
writers denounced democracy and revolution and established 
the principles of an absolutist and traditionalist social philoso­
phy. Bourget concluded that the purpose of the philosophy of 
the Comedie humaine was to point out the fallacies of the increas­
ingly democratic and irreligious bourgeois era which was reduc­
ing France to a state of chaos. His own purpose in the novel was 
to continue the vast social inquiry initiated by Balzac and sub­
stantiate the latter's theses for Church and monarchy. The lib­
erals, the republicans, and the revolutionaries had done France 
a great disservice. In the eyes of both writers the Revolution 
had instituted a distinct cleavage between the old France and 
the new. 

Yet slow evolution, not catastrophic change, is the natural 
procedure of social progress and vitality. The attempt by revo­
lutionary ideologists to reconstitute society had divided the 
Frencli State and sapped its energies. The society issuing from 
the Revolution was decadent. The evaluation of that society 
by Bourget and Balzac was intended to lay bare the social sores 
that plagued French civilization and to indicate that in a closer 
accord with the older, more traditional mores lay the way to 
social rehabilitation. The condemnation of contemporary society 
and the nostalgic yearning for what Balzac and Bourget esteemed 
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as the social solidarity and grandeur of the past imbued the pages 
of both alike. They conceived the greater portion of their works 
under the impulsion of the guiding principle of the social respon­
sibility of the writer, evident in frequent digressions and inter­
polated dissertations, choice of subjects and characters, and 
straightforward declarations in forewords, prefaces, and dedica­
tions. Alike they intended that their novels present a social 
program, the program of Traditionalism. In scope, the ambitions 
of both novelists exceeded their accomplishments, notwithstand­
ing the fact that their aims and their programs were made clear. 
Their works do, however, constitute a sociology within the lim­
its imposed by fiction. 

Sociologically, in the novels of both writers there are lacunae, 
even though the bulk and scope of the Human Comedy loom 
larger than the novels of Bourget. As the complete representa­
tion of a society the novels of neither writer are adequate. 
Bourget excelled in the portrayal of the bourgeois world. Like 
those of Balzac, his affinities were for the circles of the aristoc­
racy and upper bourgeoisie. His novels pay insufficient atten­
tion to the lower bourgeoisie, the proletariat and the peasant. He 
treated but slightly the means of earning a livelihood in a mod­
ern society regulated largely by finance, industry and commerce. 
Contrary to the example of Balzac, he treated the agrarian prob­
lem cursorily, despite the fact that France still is largely an 
agri~ultural society. Also, he ignored many urban conditions 
or gave them minor attention: pauperi!:m and charity, the moral 
and economic status of the proletariat and lower bourgeoisie, 
education among the masses, industrial conditions and commerce. 
Public utilities, population problems, community resources, many 
social institutions received no consideration at his hands. His 
urban and rural sociologies are incomplete on account of his 
leisurely and restricted settings. 

Bourget discounted the positive social and political advances 
of the Third Republic. He criticized the Education, Association, 
Separation, and Divorce Acts; he did not mention other humane 
social legislation regulating the employment of women and the 
welfare of children, improving industrial working conditions, 
stimulating collective bargaining, and providing old-age pensions. 
He did not credit the regime with increasing agricultural, indus­
trial and commercial prosperity. On the other hand, he care-
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fully pointed to the anarchist outrages and other weaknesses 
of the republican polity. There is hardly a social question of 
the past half century which does not find its echo in the works of 
Bourget; but many problems of interest to contemporary history 
find only an echo. Moreover, Traditionalism vitiates the ob­
jective value of his novels as a history of customs. 

Balzac is similarly open to the accusation of leaving hiatuses, 
in spite of the greater number of volumes he feverishly produced. 
The periods with which the novels of the Comedie humaine dealt 
were those of the Revolution, the First Empire, the Restoration, 
and the July Monarchy. Unlike Bourget, Balzac treated the 
question of money in great detail. But he can be accused of an 
inadequate treatment of educational practice, an ill-rounded 
analysis of marriage, the incompetent handling of industry and 
science, the rather unsubstantiated analysis of economic trends, 
the scant justice done reform and revolutionary movements, and 
the slighting of the proletariat. 

The Traditionalism of Balzac was that of the theorists of the 
Restoration. Reduced to its simplest elements, their doctrine 
taught that all power came from God, who created society with 
its inequalities established in the laws of nature. The individual 
had no rights, society alone rejoiced in privilege, and the Prince, 
God's representative on earth, could administer his territory 
like any landowner. Balzac found in the atmosphere of the 
Restoration the "two eternal verities," religion and monarchy, 
which were in turn transmitted to Bourget. Here also was formu­
lated their concept of the supremacy of society and State over 
the individual. On this premise was founded their abhorrence 
of the error of the Revolution which taught the importance of 
the individual, "and so let loose his appetites." The traditionalist 
philosophy of Bourget, Brunetiere, Barres, Bazin, Bordeaux, and 
L'Action Fran!,aise was derived in dil'ect succession from that 
of Rivarol, de Maistre, Bonald, Ballanche, Balzac, Le Play, and 
Taine, the last of whom Bourget respected as a ·master after 
Balzac, and with whom he disagreed principally in the matter 
of excessive dependence upon science, a scission made public 
wih the appearance of Le Disciple (1889). The ideas of society 
as a synergy and of positivistic determinism adopted by Taine 
had been apparent in the foreword of the Comedie humaine; 
here Taine found the theories of the determining influence of 
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the social and physical milieu, race, and climate. In his dynamic 
presentation of the Origines, Taine condemned the Revolution 
and the First Empire which together founded practically all of the 
modern institutions of France. It was the Origines which, 
Bourget declared, marked the great modern return to the tradi­
tional truths of Balzac. Extreme admiration for Balzac was com­
mon to both Bourget and Taine. The great influence of Taine 
upon Bourget was only a reinforcement of the original influence 
of Balzac. 

The influence of Balzac upon the mental and literary forma­
tion of Bourget was predominant, and became evident in a multi­
plicity of instances and similarities. The discovery of Balzac 
decided him in his life's work (1870). Bourget would write 
masterpieces in the fashion of Balzac, imitate the heroes of 
Balzac. He would even follow the methods of work of the mas­
ter. He lived with the characters of his imagination more than 
with his contemporaries, in the manner of Balzac. The influence 
of the earlier Traditionalist was revealed more emphatically with 
the appearance successively of Le Disciple (1889), Outre Mer 
(1895), L'Etape (1902), Un Divorce (1904), L'Emigre (1907), 
and Le D~mon de midi (1914). Before Le Disciple the novels of 
Bourget showed the varied influences of Baudelaire, the Gon­
court brothers, Leconte de Lisle, Renan, Taine, Stendhal, Balzac, 
and others. Le Disciple definitely stated the social responsibility 
of the author and "set once for all the standards and methods of 
the problem novels he would write twenty years later." Like 
Balzac and Taine, Bourget considered the novel as a means of 
contributing to the natural history of man, "une grande enquete 
sur l'homme." Again, like Balzac and Taine he accorded an im­
portant place to decor. Characteristic of Bourget in his earliest 
technique, the analysis of etats d'ame had been preceded by the 
same technique evident in the Human Comedy. 

Bourget's first full-length novel, Cruelle Enigme (1885), 
evolved in the manner of Balzac by producing fully the milieu 
in which the principal character had developed. In Un Crime 
d'amour (1886) the moralist was undeniably revealed. Mensonges 
(1887) marked the first successful effort of Bourget to represent 
the complete society envisioned by Balzac as the domain of the 
novel. Bourget's Physiologie de l'amour moderne (1888) brought 
Bourget closer to ultimate faith in religion for the answers that 
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science could not give. Similarly, Balzac had evolved from sci­
ence toward religion. Un Coeur de femme (1890) brought into 
action the second of the two eternal verities; to the social force 
of religion Bourget now added the monarchy, and these two 
social forces were developed more elaborately in L'Emigre 
(1907), Le Demon de midi (1914), Un Drame dans le monde 
(1921), and elsewhere. As early as La Terre promise (1892) 

Bourget became keenly conscious of the need to double the an­
alysis of interior life with the study of the exterior and social 
qualities of character. In this novel also, for the first time, 
Bourget began to foresee the social consequences of the problem 
treated. Cosmopolis (1893) was another step in the same direc­
tion. In this novel the examination of Dorsenne represented the 
extirpation of dilettantism, as the death of Claude Larcher (Phy­
siologie de l'amour moderne, 1888) represented the disappearance 
of the more sensual man. With the publication of Outre Mer 
(1895) Bourget appeared the full-fledged reforming sociologist. 
In its combination of the roman d'analyse and the roman de 
moeurs, in its complexity, ldylie tragique (1896) appeared as 
the most Balzacian of Bourget's novels to that date. In the 
course of time, therefore, Bourget attained the social truth 
which he had long sought, the truth of Balzac. Henceforth 
Bourget's novels became more purely traditionalistic, and he 
set the family in its position of preeminence as the social cell. 

The evidence gathered from the comparative analysis of the 
novels of Balzac and Bourget proves decisively that' both novelists 
were Traditionalists who propounded the same social themes 
and held the same sociological views. These ideas were not 
original with Bourget. They were borrowed directly and indi­
rectly from the Comedie hiimaine. Consciously Bourget ex­
ploited and adapted the vast resources of the Human Comedy. 
The pessimistic sociology of both writers can be defined as Tra­
ditionalism and their main theses for social organization are: 

1. Society proceeds from God and existed before the in­
dividual. 

2. Man is a product of nature. He needs the restraining forces 
of religion and monarchy to curb his anti-social individualism 
and appetites, and guide him into channels of social good. 

3. Society represents a field of combat, and functions most 
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effectively when viewed as a syl\ergy that maintains the harmony 
of its component parts. 

4. The basic and indestructible unit of that society is the 
family, not the individual. 

5. Marriage is the means of preserving and continuing that 
society, and must be indissoluble. 

6. The child is the natural product of the family. His rights 
and duties as a member of the society to come must be respected 
and enforced. 

7. Social development must be slow and evolutionary, in ac­
cord with heredity and environment. Social ascension is deter­
mined by rigid laws decreeing a long period of maturation at 
the same social level. 

8. Conformity to existing social conditions and acceptance 
of one's position in society maintain social durability and con­
tinuity. 

9. Catholicism explains the purpose of one's life and makes 
tolerable expiation, redemption, the sense of suffering and of 
death, the acceptance of one's social status. 

10. The present does not enjoy the right to change the sub­
stance of the traditional society developed in the past. 

11. The traditional political and social hierarchy is explained 
and justified by the teachings of Catholicism. 

12. As consuming social energy, thought and ideology are 
destructive. The supreme regulator of social activity is religion, 
and it alone can conduct thought along lines resulting in com­
mensurate social values. 

13. Preexistent before the individual, society cannot be cre­
ated and recreated by any revolutionary processes of man. Revo­
lution solves no problems, it only increases the number of them. 

14. A product of revolution, the Code Napoleon destroys both 
family and society. Destruction of the principle of primogeni­
ture, the ascendancy of the principle of the equal division of 
wealth among offspring, and divorce sap the social unit at its 
roots. 
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15. Revolution has caused a scission in the development of 
France, creating dissension and disorganization. It has produced 
democracy, the logical outcome of which is communism, which, 
proclaiming the Rights of Man, sets every man against his neigh­
bor, and sets all men against the State. 

16. The theory of equality is an error, it does not exist in na­
ture and can be found only in the grave. 

17. Further, revolution and its ideologies have been used 
simply to dupe the masses, and in the social upheaval following 
there are created inevitably and always new aristocracies which 
exploit and may prove more oppressive than the old. 

18. The democratic ideal is wasteful of human and social 
energies. In scorning the superiorities of a traditional aristoc­
racy, it foolishly puts its faith, in the mediocrity of numbers and 
elective suffrage. 

19. Class struggles, the arriviste, and the revolte are products 
of the leveling process proceeding from revolution and Rousseau­
ism; they are cause and corollary of social disorganization. 

20. Traditionalism is the one possibility offering, not infinite 
progress, but the progress of society beyond its present state; it 
preserves social order, durability, and continuity. 

To study and verify these social theses which buttressed their 
novels, Bourget and Balzac alike used first the method of analysis 
and then that of synthesis in order to arrive at their conclusions 
and give them the appearance of universal application. If Balzac 
at times equalled Bourget in the power of psychological and 
social analysis, Bourget was Balzac's inferior in the faculty of 
synthesis and general social breadth. The lesser genius, Bourget 
was caught in the rigidity of his system; Balzac, the greater gen­
ius, was too big to be confined by any system, even that which 
framed his social philosophy. Bourget was unable always, 
despite his constant effort, to give the impression of life in its 
turbulence, its many facets and phases; the creation of Bourget 
does 'lot always pulse with the life that infuses the Comedie 
humaine. Excelling in analysis and detail, Bourget lacked the 
synthetic powers of Balzac. Truly a contribution to the natural 
history of man, the novels of Bourget constitute a series of social 
documents of great perspicacity, but of lesser social range than 
the Human Comedy of Balzac. 
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VITA 

John Hannibal Carter was born August 18, 1909, in 
Memphis, Tennessee. He received his elementary and 
secondary school training in St. Louis, Missouri, where 
he was graduated as valedictorian of the Class of June 
1925 of the Sumner High School. He was granted the 
degree of Bachelor of Arts with honors in Latin by the 
University of Illinois in June 1929. After graduate 
study in the Department of Romance Languages during 
the summer sessions of 1930-1933, he was awarded the 
degree of Master of Arts by the University of Illinois in 
October 1933. He continued his graduate studies in 
French, Spanish, and Latin during the summer sessions 
of 1937-1941, and as a Julius Rosemvald Fellow through 
the summer quarter and the first semester of the acad­
emic session of 1942-43. 

Since September 1929 he has served as an instructor 
of foreign languages in the public school system of St. 
Louis, Missouri; at the Vashon High School 1929-1930, 
at the Stowe Teachers College 1930-1933, at the Sumner 
High School 1933-1942. In February 1942 he was trans­
ferred to the Stowe Teachers College where he now 
holds the position of assistant professor in the Depart­
ment of Modern Languages. He was an extramural 
instructor of French for Lincoln Univers,ty of Missouri 
1936-1940. 

At the University of Illinois he was eh:.,·tcd to mem­
bership in Phi Eta Sigma, Eta Sigma Phi, Plv Kappa Ep­
silon, and Pi Delta Phi. He is also a member 01· \he Amer­
ican Association of University Professors, Tht- :'<Iational 
Federation of Modern Language Teachers, Thv Amer­
ican Association of Teachers of Spanish, the Classical 
Association of the Middle West and South, and thv Na­
tional Education Association. 
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