
May 101 191.8 

Dear l.,r. Btldwina Ao you undoubtedly kno•, this Fund 
is elo~ing on June JO, nnd •e shall 

be turning over to a.not.bar agonoy the ~d~ioietration of 
the fellowship awarda m~ds la.et month. 

I ~1 enclosing our cheek for ';i666.66 
to cover the first tl:u·ae months or yvur follo,rnhip work. 
If you bouin on tho d~te originally plannod, this paycent 
ohould cover the months of June, July, anci .Auguot. ro~ard 
tho end of Auuu~t, ~~it9 to ~r. Nathan r. Levin, 570 
Lexinlto?l Avenuo, ., ... w York 2:i!, ,.,vw Xork, givinr him the 
address to which future poymon ts shoult! be llM.iled. The 
bu.lance wil...L be po.id 1n t;.o checks of $666. 67 eaob nt 
three-month in te.rvals. 

Very truly you.rs, 

DOROiH . .... ... V IDGE' 

j 
" 
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September 22, 1947 

Dear Mr. Bal dwin a We are gl ad t o acknowl edge your 
r equ.est f or inform .. t ion about our 

fell owshi ps . I am encl osing a set ot applicati on 
bl anks and an announcement sheet descri bing tbe 
purposes and r egulations governing the a-wards . 

As you wi ll note on tbe announoe­
aaant sheet, only Negroes ano white Sout herners wor king 
on a problem distinctive to t he South are el igibl e 
for an award. Therefore, W'! ar e unabl e to accept an 
applicataeJ· froa Mr. Pel atowski. The pr oject you 
descr ibe i s a vecy interesting one , and I hope tha t 
you will be able to fit it into our pr ogram. 

I f you have any further questi ons, 
pl ease do not hesit ate to write me . 

Sincerely yours, 

~ -{ 
For the Coawittae 
on Fellowshi ps 

JbE 
UNIVERSITY 
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Name Jrunes Arthur Bal dwin 

Free Lance tri t er 
415 East 12th Street, Ne~ York, ~ew York 

Field: Creative Y r i ting 

Plan of Work Religion f or the Negro in Harlem. The culture.1., social ftructure, t he psycho­
logical need. The positi on of the Negro in the nation, the implications for 
white and black. Done via text and phototr aphs. 

Requests grant for nine or t en months. 

Personal Data 

Undergraduate Work 

Special Study 
Graduate Work 

Born New York City, August 1924 
Single 

League of American Writers, 1938- 39 

Age: 2J 
Draft Status: 

Experience Free lance writing for EM, The Nation, New Leader , and Commentary, 1947- 46, 

Accomplishments novel, Crying Holy, to be published by Vanguard, Fall 19/4-8 . 

Scholarships Eugene F. Saxton Memorial Fum Fel l owship, Harper & Brothers, 1945- 46, 
t l400 to compl ete novel . 

References 

Bucklin Moon, Ne.,., York City 
Henrietta ~ei gel, • 
I saac R~senfeld, • 
Thomas Martin, Orangeburg, N.Y. 
Beuford LeLaney, New York City 

Budget Summary 

Total Amount Needed , iJOO 
From Applicant JOO 
From Fund .;..::>OO 

AMOUNT GRANTED 



• 
Julius ft;)SOn\"'alr Founi4ation 
4901 ~·u is AV"nU" , 
... l, ic <>.go , Ill. 

I laern from ~r . auckli.n 

-
- ~ o/-v~ l_&l l.- '\,,, 

=-

"- ·-· ",.. 'l"ll\-7 . -

~ ' 

f; oon a.t Doubl"'day , nd Compl'l_ny th,{ :.n end 

i.s COTilt<>mplttP.d to th;:i 1osenni.ld F ,1md.,,t ion. I nm ,•rr itin~ nov, to v~rf.f y this 

nnd ask t.hP prObllblA elate ; r.nd if .i.hon~ is yl'1t tioo to ask fo r w p.pplication 

• 

of +hp .!arlem store f r ont church , tit led ' Unto '"h~ vying L"lI!lb ' . "fl finish"'~ '.;he 

t,ook onc'l, tho• rr'1 not to our s atisfaction , ~nd rc> rr. leter fo r cflc t o 2.banc'!on thri 

p r c.'j~ct fo r lack of funcs . Th"l s tudy C,.)nt"lmpbt.:in is c1f th"' stor., front c'.iurch , 

onoi:-,ic , his+ oric, so<1Tial -,nc psych::>logi.c ~l sie;nifie.ance ; "'nd it.s r:Jystic , a l most un­

c :msc ious, i d•=rnt ification rith thl'J traditional figure o~ the exiled Jew. The p.1oto­
.,. 

:;raphs t.nd text · r<i to rork t ogAthe r much in th:>. styls of the docu::int c"' r y film , b o-

~irminr: --· i th shots of tho church (P:d.erior) ann a t"lxtt.nl i('.1rntific 1:.tion of the 

loc,,lA ; mol/ing inv·ard anr 1,ro<1d<"ni.n~ scope as t.'hl'l peopl,, of t i~e chur ch t ake ove r 

"nd tell, in f'f f act , +hr.iir orn story. \'"' are not usin6 actual ,uotf>s; t.hP. bOOk , 

unnv oi de.bly , is P..n interpr~tation of •vha t ;."'0 ~nd t½A c nm"ra ".l r9 SP.A i ng . Tho f reme 

r,nCfl of the J~ws in r.:gypt , the leader ship of MOS"S , J. h P p~ssovor , P.tc ; rnr1 t his 

serv~s to c.llow tli.~ c ram"'rn n.nr ; hA nri rrato r to ex_ilor ~ t h" contAmpor r ry l'lez;ro 

u s T 
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tf-lnsior. ·uid r"ll.,,sse; 1:nd " lso , bY ir.ipl i.co.t ion , to hi;hlirht the st~tus of thosf) 

tlsgro')s who "" r'l o,1tsiri" o.c> ,.h3 church c.nci ··•ho rlo not hrve this rel0nse . The bOOk 

will cento r much atter.tion on J.h11 r0 nc:ions <i nd possible directions '.)f ti'"O young 

chilrlr13n r•ho a r t'I mer:ro~r_s :,f th<> church "nd will 0 nd '"ith th"lir <J.C"P-ptance of the 

doctrine . The t one of the bOOk i.s explor etive , the note at the encl is questioning : 

\'bet is the future of our most oppr "lss--io minority? rh""n "·ill th"' Am-.ri.cf'n republic 

~r-nt them full stat~s as citizens? 

I heve s <> id that the book has al r eady be"ln done , +hoc1gh not to ou r satis- · 

fact i on . Befor e il! lof't hom"l I w.;.c a. mi nist1:1r i n Har lem and t his giv0s me ontra.nce 

into lll?ny of the churches . Almost all of ,thfl wor k ue haf'Q was done at the Mt . 

Sinai Tabe rnacle at 71 \','est 131st St ; Hnd the pastor , Mr s . Sar a Cole Reese, and 

he r congr egation 1··e r "l sufficiently c oope 11at ive to l<-Mwe us ent i r illy elone dur ing 

se r vi ces 1ind t< llo, .. us to takE' pictur es as e.nd when we would ; and we showed h"lr 

what vre ,.,.e r e d_oinB as we d,td i t a nn ml3j with no d i s approval; (a s we had fear ed we 

wo·•lc1.J on the cont r a r y , sh~ did evArything in h~r bY no m~ans limited power to 

encourag~ us . So~ of the phot ogr aphs and excer pts f r om the text we r e p r inted in 

th~ Sunda y edit ion of P. M., Apr il 27, 1)47; e nd though not the best photog raphs 

were print~o a nd not much of th~ text , still perhnps the r A is enough yhA r e to 

~iVA a general idea of the tone of our bOok . Mr . Bucklin Moon is working with us 

es en editor end is one of the p9 ople willin:::; t o r ecommend us in the event tha.t 

the Ros9m·:al d Foundat i on is not yet a t an edd . 

The photograph~r , .ir . Th'3odore Pelatowski , is a f r ee lance photogr a.phe r , 

tventy f our years old , ~or n in Conn~cticutt of Polis h par Ants and living at p r esent 

in New Yo r k . He i s e. ve t "l r an '.)f the r ecent v•ar, snr ved in thq ~uropean t heat r e and 

was honorably discharged in th'3 mid cl le of 1945. He h::,s workAd and is wo r king \.ith 

th'3 well known fashion photogr aph"l r, Ur. Rich::t rd Avedon i:y 640 Madison r,venu!l . The 

, ·orll Mr , Polatrnc·ski h 0 s dons on ;is own , tho+h ;:;,, r em;,J{a from fasb; n, ;, hpd 

;n the b;g!lest regard bY pr ofessfonal photo0 .J, ~~. j 
1( -n. 
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I am pr esently 9nga~qd in t he rqvision of a novel , Cry ing Holy, on which 

Vangur r d Pr ess has r '-lc~ntly t a\en nn option . I h'"ve publishEld bOOk r ovi•w;s in 

Th"l Nation rnd "'h~ t!ev, Leader, ·am wor king on an Pr ticl9 on antisemitism in 

ffo r lem for thA Jewish Rnvim'l , Commentary . In l'.)45 I r ecieved the Saxton Fellow­

ship from tfar pqr and pr ot he r s to compleiie my noveil; r ogrettabJ J, wr:i could not 

airee on the rli r ec tion of th'3 novP.1 a.nd afte r t w"'lve months O'tr agr0"'m.'ln!. wns 

allo•··'"ld to h pse . I am twenty thr "'i') ' e Neg r o , bo r n And r a i s'3d i n Har lem with a 

r ':lligious backgr ound identica l Y'ith t hat stud -ied in ' Un,t;o The Dying Lamb : 

In the event that we a r e c onsider ed for the Rosenwald Fellowship at a ll I 

shoul d like to state that we will need l e ss than a yea r t*omplete our project ; 

and we ha ve enough d one to send at any tiroo tentative excer pts f r om the bOOk . 

Mr . Pel8t owski can ~e r r:ache d a t Mr . Aved ons ' studio or at 255 Vie st 95th St ., 

t!Aw York City . I am living i? t the molllftbt in Shanks Village ,Orangebur~ , N. Y. 

Thq mailing adrl r ess is nox 255 , ;)r angeburg , NyY . ; or I can bO called at Pier­

momt 65- It . 

I woul r- appr':lcia+e ,--hateve r infor mnt ion you can g ive m~ at the earliost 

Very sinc0rely your s , 

u V s T 
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The proJ eot, Unto The pying J:etmb, was first conciev~d in t h e 

s~ring of 1946,the approximate da te .of IIIIIY meeting with the photographer 

I have s i nce worJed with, Mr.The odere 7elatow•ki. ~r a long while I 

had b een t oying with the idea ot record.iq ••~•• the services ot a 

• •'-re-front church in ·such a manner that 11 w•ld emerge as neither 

aaTa&• , ••nsational _or sentimantM.t. I, however,ean do nothing with a 

camera, w ~r•as, ?!l' , Pela towski,it developed,could do ~thing be liked 

withit,~nd a&ch, tha t, eo far as I was consernecl,had never been done b e­

f ore.I 1t'&S aorn ta Hatt• and r aieed there; my father was a miniater all 

hi■ a4ult lite a ·a4 11Ted for nothing else; I was 11•erally r aised in 

ohl&J"oh •• or t wo year■, tro~ the time I was fifteen until the time I 1Ul.■ 

oeTeateen----wben I flfNl t he ranks of the faithful and left home---· I ­

•~ a 7oung nilli1ter aa4 preached all over Harlem. I had writt•n a - novel, 

Crying Holy, base« on 'f67 11te a nd my tithers• li~ein the church; it- was 

my obeeas ion,that,juat aa the Wegro himself i■ this country .is- romantic-­

ized ot scorned or 1gaoTe4, so his religion a8' hi■ ■eed for religion- and 

t h.a 1.JB.ni festa tion ot that nee4 had never been 1.1114era'4te4 or perceptistq 

~t~died. Further, it waa aoi enouD toaimpl.7 nit• a1teai it for my put­

poses; t he torms of worahip wt th nick I bacl er•- up and which I had 

l a ter denied were too desolate, toointense, toe physical; it mu&t be 

seen, nsmuc• a s possible -•i ,e captured in order to achieve a re&l.ly 

Talid stu<1¥.The Green Pyt~rea and Cabin In the S!sl a.re entertaining and 

even moving on e. certai■ taailiar leTel, bu th do/~t-t t h~ whol 

atoZ7; they tell i~stead the ■iory we are om4 ,\\ o hear 

tr n~. 
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we baTe, in large .,a•t, inTented t·or reaaone wbioh .re too immeclia tel7 

appareat to require analysis here. These spectacles, howeTer, by witll­

halding part ot the story, distort it altogether. Negroes, as _Christiane, 

are d.oing,by and. lcrge,no better t han the i r white compntriotr. Wh~t we 

find in church turne out t o be, upon nnnlJJsi a, not eo l'lllO}J lltrength 

thro1Agh Joy as releaee ti.rough trnzy, there iE anuncertone of c;t.til t. and 

terror o.ad there are aacen ts of Vt>J16eance in tldti religi on wl.icb J in­

tud to explore, which reveals, ao it ware, i n r el!ef, not only t he 

bas ic and profound dialocntion of the hegro i n this country, but the 

• horrendous dishonesty of the country itself. Thie is not to be mt•taken, 

on the other ha.nd, f ol~ ~- bitter diatribe Eten' ns t i1!~i tee or Itegroeo or 

the flntion; it io e etu<1¥--- in contradistinct ion to a teport, for T:c are 

not eociolo6i8 t11 --- done and inter11reted ind.i vi dually. We E..l'e doing it 
becnuee we believe that it Ehould be done,that .,e are living in an era 

which rtay &ee 1>ro:f'ot111ci changes inthe struct ure of our world, bece.u1te t l:.e 

baeic error, tbat Begroea. or any other gtoup or race i~ 'diff£rent• ia 

anerror tlle.t thr6atena a.11 of us and m■at therefore be chc.l.1£nged on ae 

many leTela as lie within our power. 

The point of departure usecl will be the story of t he Jev·ieb exile 

up until tbc exodus led by Moses ou* ot Egypt,'the bouEe of b onfage•; 

the fre.mework, t !ld s or .t1ton of e. minister to her flock on a sund~ .. t'lornina 

tell ing them this sto~ in contemporF~ry ter:mn. Thia tory, which ie ,,ne • 

ot t he ea rliest lec ends the deTout ffegro learns, has been t old so often 

the.tit h as a ttined for the llegro a e;ymolic, subterranean import,..nce diff-

icult to oTerrate. The &ubtitel of the book, indeed, 1Jf t be 'th Ko u.• 

ol Bondage• --- for, remembering that on the leTel f~ m whish 

~~J 
.,, 
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chilCil'ttn,i where there ia nodefense,no rationa l e 1.wd that we live nncl 

Llove on tl.te basiu of ucrta in bt\B.i.c • unayoke:n c.:.AB.WDiltionri, wllich lie 

thereaf~e~ at thti root of all ue do, regurdleuo of what t he intelliconce 

my do toto ohunnelize or dib tort or deny the~e t~sawaption .J , it boeonee 

api>aI·en'I. t.hat t he Negro in this cowit:ry o.)erat eo actuall y on t hat l evel 

ae an exil~. Thia, regurdl0es of his otruggles,hia hopea ,his triumphs, 
. 

t.JVen d.e1::i_Jl i;e t:1at .ratlu:jr ttlrrible light on t he horizon whioh ~ herR.ld 

a bette.1 or ruo:e bi tt~r day . 

The caru~ra will, a ·t every poifr.t , lllwninat e the 3:,rmon, obsessed 

witil the people and how t hey li7e and where and with•~ thoy and t he 

oi:rcu:lls t anoes of their lives reYeal. The text \fill , at po1nta,1nterrujt 

tae sermon , coIDi:ig more clearly lnto t he r,renent clay. 'the e:,rph8e1 s 1 f' 

on t...ie growing estrQ..1gement between t he dhuroh and tt.e 1'egro :,~o:;>le. tl'e 

conflict between t ne p~r o~i se beyond the Eky and t he eTer-gro~in~ _tor9 

and cle terminatio!'l not to w~~i t that .1.ong a.ml ftot to take !IIUCh .r.orc. It 

ends on an D.l!Jbiguou.e uote,t! of hope: dt.live.r " r.ce vill : oce but wheretrom 

and wnen and now, 

prcJ ect.vit.itin'1 ci ... 11rchE:s . liTlng in m ... L'lli::l.m . t hinldns r;bout it . ••re 

actually bcga.nwork. that i i.: , tte actual t aking of :Photographc i n the 

winter of ti..at J,Emr i ucl worked thuough until le.te 1:'cbruary ~,hen cur 

si o ctrine, 1:, •1L..pped and M •. lnutri tion fo rced us to re1'renc1J. Thr•e or 

f vur st:par:..te t '-4tf. we1·e evolved whicb we diucusaecl wi tr Bt'.cklin P'oon; ~ 

none of t h~m are en tirely satisfactory ~nd we are i n t h e pr ocess of 

hammering out another. We huvc. at nrebent.n 

fiaal teGxt, no!1ne.l l ayout. \'fe need o. whole nevr se iee ot :;:>hotogrepha , 
/2' 1f"'i 

mostly outside of the church, which we di no an~. }pate last Y,ear. 

The book. in a word. hue been broken down and we are✓atar ing a).l ower . 
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Tb.is ie pe.rily beca.uee the more we workecl P_rtd t hought . c.bout -vh.a.t -we 

were do1nt;, t he more t h e charaater ot the book chlrl ged. Principell~r, 

we need ti.me to pull t h e book together and l'Jlake it what we believe it 

T~ beoG1I11e; and this. we estime.te, since we jnten, to be sapporting 

ouroelvcs , will take us the better nart of a ycar,something llke nine 

or ten ~ont hc; .( The b11<1eet has been estimated on t he 1Jaeie of th6rty 

eev~~ ~~ekt? ) The maJ or })art ;!_f tho .. York yi~~! cf.on~ -~ !-'l•-1~~ ' 
of 1~ ;/t th~ I!~. Sinai Tabernacle o~ 1.feJJt l3ls.t. Rtreet tn :Harlem. - ~11 · 

• 
of 1 t '7ill lie done in new York. nuoklin t~oon will be working wi tL us as 

edi~or and advisor. 

We expect. of eourae, tha t Untc the Dy j_ng L~mb will be nubliehed.1 

though we do not e7.pect it to maze any money. Thie m!\Y be done l:>y a 

u niversity prees or. end thie ie ~ore likely, by Vaneuard Prees, who 

wtll p ..ib li..,h 1JJ6- novel in tt~e Fall o; 1948. If we t=11tcceed st all in- 1!rlult 

we are tr.,in.5 to do we ljhould like to take it to ~he SchN,tbure eolJ.eotj.o 

at the 135th Gtreet Library. Th i e ia a ).a.bor ot loTo , which, l:tke l'!oet 

love.is not unmixed with guilt. 

I am a noveliat. th1ls tar,eelf p rocJ.:ij.med only. - and eJ"o-~- I like 

tothinlt) anobserTer.The suba ellfUent , 1ans for ~ eareer are r ara to 

st•te forrua.lly.I c~,mot i magine myseJt !!.21 ~riting for any er ~r eci ~ble 

len{;th ol time. J.rr. P6la toT1eki e.nd I have scv&rEil plane for the nee.r 

future,· amor.g them a moTie and poasi1>ly n J>notoera:phic etndy of !'ether 

DiTine. 
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James .Artriur lal.dwrtn 

ill ss 1fon,r1etta ~"eifel, ?iri ter, Now York City 

I think that Ja.nee & ldwln 1a exception.ally gifted, 

ai1d should be eligible for a Rosenwnl'i gre.nt. He is i."l'.taginative @td W?'.d,ea 

'!':ell, and understands the J roblems con.fronting his r,eople c.ts a. gr oup nnd in 

relation to the W:~ite race. ne is not biased, h&v1ng an unusual degree of 

objectivity, for any one so young a.""ld for anyone .t:.t fl.11. He 1s arubltious 

~nd thoughtful . I like ~he ~roject he outlin6s, end believe it can contrib­

ute to A.uerieun life ttnd culture. iie ie t&lented, and can bring originality 

to whate~er ho undert.e.kos. 

Mr, Beµford DeLanc;x:, ,ir-tlst, New York City 

I have kno-,,'11. James Balowin, the olllldi date, for a number 

of years . •mat he is f OSfcssed of unttsual creative ability 1n V.Titing I 

&m cunvinc~d. I have read poetry and ~rtoriaa by him which have NOving 

force and conviction of emotional und rhetvrloe.l boauty which poin~ toward 

ganius biven the .t'ropeI" opportunities. Also I 1tiah t~ state that so rar 

az I U:10\< ne has no bandicaps of e. person~l ne.:ture which ,ould menace or 

i~pair tis pro6resD in ~chleving his fulfill.inent given the needed lncentivo 

materially s.nd anvlron.mentally. It is my earnest belief that a.ri.y as~ist­

an~e gi·-ren rill mors than repay the inve:st;:;;ent. 

lit, %ck.lip )~ oon, 1..ssoci& te Edi tor, Doub).(lday, Dor·an c:nc'. Co-:r.pany 

or J i.Jnmy Bald~in. 
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Letters of Reference - James Arthur Baldwin 

6ueasad t.ha t if tinnir;an I s Wake h&d been J oyce's r irst book 1 t 1\0ulc1 ever 

hav" ooen publbhed. I do not mean 'to imply that t~ere is a link betweou 

the two, Jr:.mes J. n."id Ja::::.es a., beec.u:ie ti)ere isn' t. But I do feel that 

there is '!#itbin Jimmy &.l.d\fin Eomething that :nay turn out to be v~ry ..;ood. 

t'he thcr it r.ill ever oome out or not I don ' t know. Yet I ~11 certa ui of one 

tr:ino; it will never come out. if he has to mooch along the way he is nolf, 

uith..,ut rr.onei t1.nd juBt this uide of stQI'Vino to deat h . 

I have been 1n on this project from a very ~nrly point. 

l t.ave t.nlked to t his writer ana. this }'hototrapher , not once but rr.any tiwos. 

I have seen photographs that, although I a.,, not competent to juc,ge them 

from a 3tandpoint of teclmiquo have moved me deeply. I know thnt they ab.oY, 

things th!.>.t ought to be sr1own imcl tney they 1n themselves have nar rative 

qual.ity. 

As to the idea behind what they are doing, I have & 

fealin~ it o~ht to be done - at le~st that it ought to be attewpted . 

Maybe it will nover ~ome off and even if it uoes the chanoes of ¥ublic1tion 

so long as t-:ublishing production oosts keep as high r:.e they are, \•ill 

probably be sli ght. But I ~o feel atron~ly th~t euch an atte~pt ouc}lt t-0 

be m.ude . 

'f>hat can I tell you ~bout JimDy Dald'lf1n? Mot a 6 reat 

d~al, I ' m afraid, in spi te of the t act that I have aeen e lot of bio. ls 

a ~an who comes in to mooch a cup of eoffee, or a person who is half en 

hour late because he didn I t have isu:..Wtl)' fare and had to 1rcUlc reliable? l 

don1t know. All I GO kncff is that he talks seneG and ~ants like hell to 

be a. writer. I c.oubt if onyth.in.J short of. actu.· 

him. 11' he tie.Les it t,·lli! a little hel ·· lJ pr 

sooner. 
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~tters of Reference - James Arttur Bal.dwtn - J -

I ree.d the novel t,hioh V&nguo.rd 16 to :JUblish und 

not a good novel and ay not be ev>en with rev:lsion. But ,;l~en it M gootl, 

when tho ~riter clicks ~nd geta bis teeth into 1t, I am convil:teeQ -ai~t 

evontually ha ~ill trite .u. d.amoed ~ood novel . 

l gu.et:1s t.b.1t, report 1:; getting no,,here fast. If I 

d:d not kno'ff Jir.:IJLy and omi.eone ca.rue to rae w1 th nn outline like this I 

very muoh. doubt -th.ut I would wMt to risk any money on it 01• Jili.cly. But 

somehow (s.nd this !o pure hunch) I think he oueht to hav& a. f~llowship. 

Noiliing ;~y com• of it .and for ill I kno~ be oay kill someoody with Qn 

u tomoITow r.1orning, but this ki c htiS tol!l£thing. 

tg, I5aac ;?psenfeld, Literari Editory, Ne£ Leeger, Nen Iork City 

I t.:il na~~y to reco:n.'lleu.-: J !U'.1es Baluwin for your: ussist­

ance in tr.e projuct he hn.s outlined here. I oel1eve his 3tudy is a very 

'Lmportant one, not only for the influence it is sure to ..;.l!ert to~ard the 

bettor unde1·standing oi: race relutions i:.u this country. but for the 

gether -..ith a. photographer, shall have Jt hi:., ~icposal. He knoa-o his 

subject thoroughly, Dot only bec~u~e he wns for a number of years ;art ot 

it, but i.1ec~uae hfa: hes tho cour~e to know it. l!is courage is tt'io-fold -

it co!!Sil!ltf3 in his honeat., .md in his desire (t1.nd o-est ability) to oxprese 

the t ruth. Bu.t courae,e, to 'Jr'J .:1it1d, iF but the bf:!ginnin~ of hit claim. I 

value him ae a. man, s fx-iend c.nd a rrit.er for hie e:,r tiat pe1·;;ontl dignity 

a.no. unr:..orstanding. 'lb..,se qua.lit.1.e:G ar:-c pcel'l. t 
in h:li,aelf1 &nd 1n evel';{t'.in,s he >rite) dL •n~ l.:. ffl' o --...;;;;:;~P' 
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Letters of Reference .. Jru:ies Art..".t.ur &.ldwin - 4 -

he makes f'or the :Negroes is no special or partial one. It is a case rr.s.de 

for men, about r..e:n . Iwish ~here were r.aore writers like him. Acierican 

writing is &.t prasent ve:r;r muoh in need or spokesmen - for 7ien. 

It is an event 1n the life of any minor ity grou._.., in 

thi6 coootl-y t.o h.!lve wong its r~embe~s a wri~er ~hose oepaeity ruid ~evotion 

are ns gr-eat aa hin . Jnmes Bal dwin ' s unuerste.ndini, of the Uegroeo is guided 

by tL sense ot hWllM cultllre vhich i s all the more preelous at a till(; like 

tha present, nhen it ie everywhere threatened. He sees the thre~t clearlyJ 

more E>O ·,han many 0£ our "esu..b.Lished11 writers, wrlOBe security 'lay still, 

in one senee or a.:.0ther, t.,e ani. to be int..,ct. But J ames Baldwin' s sense 

o! it truiscendB the per~onal thr~;h.t or the threat to his own group; he aeea 

1 t. sincere..J.y &.nc. 1:>e11uinely a~ a tnrea t to c.ll . Hi:l sym~1 thy prooeedi; from a 

basis in nore than personal. expnrience and. suffering. He has a sympathy, rare 

in tha r~reet i,g_en., thut can -penet1·ate outlr.J.rd ..,isorder 'to the innor m-,a.ning., 

'lthore th() fact thut rnon suffer degradotion, and the signif1.canoe for human 

i:ulture or t h.r.t .... e&ra.dation, ere one . 'Ibis inner., broader ruea.n:J..ng, the 

"cultural sens~" ia not acpare.ted from him by My ore~ of vagueness , rhetoric 

or :uorally solf-consoioua good T,ill; it is &n im.llediate, painful ;,-erception. 

It ia tbis l,hich 0 ives him hi s righ't to ~·ay 11~.e•., "our" , when he spN1.ks both 

for the t-legroea e.nd for Ami,rica; ha has instinctively. I lmow of no one with 

greater authority to spesk both the part mid the whole. His ovm experience 

has led him clireeUy into other iLlen I s ..nd each has .;ro'llfll tor hiJ~ nth hio 

development as~ ~~lter. 

I ~vt James Baldwin in my aapacity as litarary editor 0£ 

- r1 His roviehs, whieh appe~r egul- ly o1 ~our 

~'~i 
ttou1 

~'....J 

sect 
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L~ttero 0£ Reference - Jui.tea Arthur BalCttin - 6 -

they have re...tJgGd from booko on Negro lile toe book o~ J~cqu·s Maritc.ln; 

fro::1 Robert Louis Staven.aon to !.~im Gorky - have .ulre dy gained him a par .. 

of the reoogni tion he deserves t..n::"t will surely lYin froru "the Li tet'&.ry l·orld . 

His work has alrendy ap,:;e~:red in the Natlon anc:l ,.ill ::;ho1·tly be~in to uppca r 

i.o. Pytisa.n Revi@, We all look fot"Wo.rd to the ;,ublloation of l:ia r1oval, in 

the, oonficlen..;e tht>t here 1s er.1erging an American 1triter of llt8.jor stature. One 

need only see the intellectual fire of the wan anci the writer to know thnt it 

,nmltt1 him. I : ,~el yroucl to reco;?t;:lend. him to you, 1rithou.t reservation, for 

help t,owur d the utt::.il,ment of his exoellent J oa.l . 

Mr. ThQ'®:$ i-•,f.l.rttn,. Poet c.nd f'riter, Orangeburg, clew York 

I hnve kno,m J&ies Be.ldwin, intimately f or O Je1· aix years. 

l:f~ lived in ti.Y hoi:ie :.-.t Princeton, New Jerae1 fol' one continuous yeu.r shortl.y 

afte~ I .t'irst hlet hill,. .;t t hat tL~e ,.e wore both employ€d hy the f.'ar D&part­

mont at the Belle -~&u Q.M. Depot , here Mr. Baldwin ,,or..li:ed under my r!irect 

supervis1011 .. Bec0.use of thi;,; personal inti:n&.oy, I f eel that I know the Cc;ill­

didate exc~ed.ingly well, and my f irst ilnpres."3ion:: and observations of him 

ha.v~ stooc:. all tests cf t:L. e . 

lie is a mnn of uniqua personal sincerity, fot'evsr s t riv­

ing; no zoatter what tho nubj~ctive coats or trials, ~fter ths t T11t 1 of thints 

in life. I have been • ble to cloflely wctch his <!evclopment a l' e crea tive 

vrritar. The unerring speed ~nd £~eUity of his growth as n creativ~ artist 

has been of :,uch a Mture that it left i.e ··it.bout doub t cs to •1is J,'0Sses3ion 

0£ e val~ble talent. Despite al.l the co1.!p f ef f 

pa~t four 7cars or life he has nev~T altere 
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Letters of Reference - Ja.incs Arthur Baldwin - 7 -

personal integr ity. For a ~en of hie years he has acW.eved an ~zing de~th 

of h\llll£l.n wisdom an~. unde~standir)£ . I felt that hia was a voice which the 

world Y1ould so!'llo day hear and respect; I ha.ve never had any reasons to change 

this observation. 

The projec~ ~hich h~ sketches in his plan 0£ work is one 

which he is uniquel y capable of eurrying through to 8 sienif'ic.ant conclusion. 

Thm~.h. it presupposes large ln.bors, I know that he would be a.:,le to carry it 

thl'ough ~ucceesfuJ.lyJ I h~ve never known him to be sby 0£ hare work. lu1d 

t 11e tubj co'~ is one rl th liihich he he.a c. gre.:i t ,1eul of llC rsc,nal knowledge and 

ex.;.,erlenceJ and which, if portrayed and di~,cussed as ha rroposes, would be 

~ ~orthy contribution to the hu.~an e.nd social understanding of thia field of 

study. It is r.ithout queetion1 an aspect or the Negr o in society which has 

not ;;een deeply inveatigat.Gd in our t.ime. If it is to be clone sienifieantly 

2:.nd interest ingly, and in such a r.ianner t.hs.t will a:rrest the ~ttentions or 

all who should know of these ti il".ge, then Ja:nes Baldwin i.3 the man v;ho will 

do it. 
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Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 15 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

J ames Baldwin 

Mr. Beuford DeLaney 
1-Sl Greene St. 
New York City, New York 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships 
are not intended to give aid to .. worthy and deserving" students, but to enable people of exceptional 
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant's qualifications 
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. 

REPORT 

u 

William-G.- l:laygoocl 
Director for Fellowships 
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Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

:::n . or~::rik r-::::::::::::::::::::~ ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~:::::::::::::::::::~ 
Address ...... .l tf.':./ .. ~ ... ~. - ]1/-t,-J rt··~ · IL-····· . . . .. .... .. ... . . .. .. .... .... .. .... ...... . .......................... _ ........... ·····. p ate.. / !/( '2.. 5 , .. 1/ 7 J. .......... . 

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, rilius ose,4~~ Fun , 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, lstamped en& ~ is enclosed . ..... 
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Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 15 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

James Baldwin 

Mr. Thomas Martin 
10 w. 703 st. 
Shanks Village 
Orangeburg, New York 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships 
are not intended to give aid to .. worthy and deserving" students, but to enable people of exceptional 
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant's qualifications 
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence . 

REPORT 

. W-ttliam-G-Maygood 
/),u:ector-f~wships 

i have known James Baldwin intimately for over six tears. 
He lived in my home at ~rinceton. New Jersey for one oontinuous 
year shortly after i first met him. At that time we were both 
employed by the War ~epartment at the belle mead Q.m. Vepot 
where Mr. ~aldwin worked under my direct su'P(,rvisien. ~ecause 
of this personal intimacy, I feel that I know the candidate 
exceedingly well, and my first impressions and observai; ions 
of him have stood all tests of time. 

He is a man of uniaue personal sincerity, forever striving, 
no\ matter what the subjective costs or trials, after the truths 
of things in life. l have been able to closely watch bis devel­
opment as a creative writer. The unerring speed and faoi~ity 
of his growth as a creative artist h s een ~of such a nat re 
that it left me without doubt as to ~posse;~Jion of a. v lua.bl 
talent. Despite all the comple:xitietL:r,d] dif~ll~ ul t~ of his f 
past four yea.rs of life he hes never el ~red4,~~ ~ artistic ambi­
tions or\ personal integrity. For a man of h~ ears he ha OVER 
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achieved an amazing depth of human wisdom and understanding. 
I felt that his was a voice which the world would some day 
hear and respect; !have never had any reasons to change this 
observation. 

The project which he sketches in his pl~ns of v.ork is 
one which he is uriquely capable of carrying through to a sig­
nificant conclusion. Though it :presupposes large labors, I 
know that he would be a ble to carry it through successfully; 
I have n eTer known him to be sby of hard work. And the subject 
is one with which he has a great deal of ~rsonal knowledge 
and experience; and which, if portrayed and discuesed as he 
proposes, would be a worthy contribution to the human 'and 
social understanding of this field of study.• lt i s without 
question, en aspect of the Negro in society which has not 
been deeply investigated in our time. If it is to be done 
significantly and interestingly, and in such a manner that 
it will arrest the attentions of all who whould know of these 
things, then James Baldwin is the man who will do it. 

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

In our materialistic eociety, the attempt by a white ~an 
at being a sincere oreat l ve artist is a supremely difficult 
task; this is e truism accepted by all v.•ith understanding or 
sympathy for the arts. To be a Negro and to attempt to be a 
sincere creative artist in our society is neerly an impossibi­
lity for a human being. I don't know of any position which would 

Signed .. .S:!f ~kt~w~f tf !.!E.e~1·eg,,·~1{~ifl{·~·!nJ9·p~•:!-i~irlti·~li:~~"f"~!p~~~.;.;~.;.~.~.! .... ~?d 
Position or Titk. ..... ~·IM-f.c;-;j·····-/<-······9t,,,GlilJ·~·-;.·······-P-..c> .. e/-1-./,v;,/4,-... 
Address ... l...O. .......... t.!:!.., ......... 7.0.3, ........ sf , .... -.Sb .. d..~.kf-........ 0 /1,a. 4' .. ,,. .... d. Y, 
. . . .. . . .. . . ... . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . ... ..... ... . ... .. . . ... . . . ........ ... . . ... .. . . . . . .. . .. . · F JD:,t, / •._ . . .. . . ~fa~---· .... . 

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Hus ose ~~ Fun , 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped enf~:-; e is enclosed. 

. ~ 
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Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS A VENUE 

CHICAGO 15 

Oonfidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

J ames Baldwin 

Mr. Bucklin Moon 
Doubleday, Doran 
14 W. 49th St. 
New York 20, New York 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a. reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships 
are not intended to give aid to "worthy and deserving" students, but to enable people of exceptional 
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant's qualifications 
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence . 

. W.illiam-G-:-Hayg00EI 
Director for F eUowshi[JS 

REPORT It is difficult for me to evaluate e i ther this project or Jimmy Baldwin. 
I mean this i n the sense that it i s diff'icul t to havel guessed that if' 

Finnigan 1 s Wake had b een Joyce 1 s f irst book it would have ever been :published . 
I do not mean to imply that t here is a link between the two,James J and J ames B, 
because t here isn't. But I do feel that there is within Jiillmy Baldwin somet hing 
that .my turn out to be very good. Wl:ether it will ever come out or not I don 't 
know. Yet I am certain of one thing: it will never come out if be has to mooc h 
along the way be i s now, Vii thout money and just thi s side of starving to death. 

I have been in on this project from a ver:y early point. I have talked 
to this writer ani t his photographer, not once but many times. I have seen 
photographs that, al though I am not canpetent to judge them from a s tandpoint of 
technique have moved me deeply. I Jmow that they show t hi ngs tmt ough t to be 
shown and t hat they in themselves have narrative uali ty. [ __ ---...... J 

Aa to tho idea be him what t bey are d oi g, I '"bav: /~\ roo ling 1 t ought to 
be done ---- at least t hat it ought to be atte~ed ,,iR~ it wil never coma qff 
and even if it does tm chances or publication~ oo ong /~~. ublisbing . roducti9n 
coots keep as high as trey are, will probably be s light.~ t I do f~ OVER 
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strongly t hat such en attenpt ought to be made. 

Wbat can I tell you ebout .Ti:anw Baldwin? No t a great deal, I'm afraid, in 
spite of t he fact t hat I have seen a lot of him. Is a man who comes in too mooch 
a cup of coffee, or a person who is half an hour l ate for an appointment be cause 
he didn't have subway fare and bad to walk reliable? I don't know. All I do know 
is that he talks sense and wants like hell to be a writer. I doubt i f anything 
short of actual starvation will s top him. If he makes it with a litt le help he 
will p robably att ain that goal sooner. 

I read the novel which Vanguard is to b e publish atd which was written um.er 
a Gene saxton fellowship . In oome ways it is not a good novel and nay not be even 
with revision. But wh en it~ good, wre n tb3 writer clicks and gets his t eeth 
into it I am convinced t hat eventually he will write a damned good novel. 

I guess that this report is getting nowhere fast. If I did not know .Tinmy 
and someone came to me Vii t h an outline like this I ver., much doub t t hat I wrold 
want to risk any money on it or JimmY• But some how (and this is pure hunch) I 
t hink he ough t to mve a fellowship. Nothing may coire of it and f or all I know 
he may kill somebody with an ax tcmorrow morning, b ut this kid has something. 

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

. 

Signed............... ~ ~ . ........ .. .... .. . ...............................• ·················-· ................ ·-............... . 
Position .or Title. Associate Editor - --------------..... ---.. -... --------------.. --·-------.. ----.... --.............. ----------------------·------... ----------·---. -------------· 
Address ......... Roubleday .& . Company.1 .. 1 4 . West. 49th .s treet~ . New . Yo rk , .... ~~ .. !~ .............................. . 

. . . . .. . .. .. . . . . . . ... . ....................... ·········· .... ··········· ........ -·.. ........ ...... .. . . . P •te ... J~ ¥'ry .. 2 G.~t ........ . 
Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius J ose ~, Fund, 

4901 Ellis A venue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, lstam ped en~ e is enclosed. -
U IVERS~TY, 



Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 15 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

J ames Baldwin 

Mr. Isaac Rosenfeld 
85 Barrow St. 
New York City 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his fi~ld. These fellowships 
are not intended to give aid to "worthy and deserving" students, but to enable people of exceptional 
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant's qualifications 
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence, 

REPORT 

. W-illiam-6:-Haygoeti 
Director-/ or Fellowships 

I am ha_py ,o rE::cornmend .Ta!nes Baldwin for your assistance in 
the )roject he has outlines here . I believe his study is a very im­
portant one , not onl.7 for the influence it is sure to exert toward 
the better understanding of ra ce relat ions in this country , but for 
the eraphic m~ans tha t Jar . Ba law in, i n his own capa c .L ty as a writer , 
a c t inc together with a phot ogr apher , shall have at h i s disposal . He 
knows hi s subject thoroue;hly , not only because he was for a number 
of years part of it , but because he has the cour a ge t o know it . His 
couraee is twofold--i t consists i n his honesty and i n his desire 
(and great ability) to express tl1e truth. But courage , to my P'lin<l , 
is but the beginninc of his claim. I value him as a man , a friend 
and a writer ~or his great ptrsonal digni ty and understanding . These 
qualitic:s are )resent in his wor k as the' qr e i n hiriself ; and in 
everything he writes about ·1is own eEe. ir cas~ hts inakas for .. 7 
the i:egroes is no specia l or part i al one . I~ I ~ c 'ise ~e fprj ~ep:"; 
about men . I wish there wer e more w iter~ lij} hi rn . ,.._ 1,rican '-1r1+,i.ng 
i s a t vresent very much i n need of spr~•n,~r man. ( 

tr . _ _ OVEl ~~ 
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It is an event in the life of any 1TJ.inority group in this country 
to have amone its members a wri ter whose capacity and rlevotion are 
a s great as his . J a. ne s Baldwin ' s underst<.rnding of the .!eP:roes is 
guided by a sense of hu..'11,' .. n culture which is all the J11ore precious a t 
a time like the present , when it is ever :where thre·, t ened . ~Ie s ees 
the threat clearly ; n.ore so than 1'11flny of our ''established" wr i t er s , 
whose securi ty may sti ll , in one sense or another, be said t o be i ntact . 
Bu L James Bsldwin ' s sense of i t transcends the personal threst or 
the threa t to 1i s own e;r 0up ; he sees it , sincerel:, and renuinely , a s 
a threat to all . Hi s sympathy proceeds from a basis in more than per­
sonal experience and sufferi ng . .de has a sympathy , rar e in the r a r est 
men , that can penetrate outwa rd disorder to the inner meani ne , where 
the f a ct t1at men suffer degradat i on , and the signifi cance for human 
culture of that dee;radati on , arc one . This i nne r , broader meaninc , 
the "cultural sense , )! i s not sepa rated from him by any area of vae-ue­
ness , rhetori c or morall y self- conscious good wi ll ; it i s an i mmediate , 
painful perception. It i s thi s whi ch g ives hi m his r i ght to say "we , " 
nour , " when he speaks both f or the 3egroes and _'or .Luneri ca ; he has 
i t i nstinc t ively . I know of no one wi th gr ea t er au t.1or i ty t o speak 
both for the part and the whol e . Hi s own exper i ence ha s l ed hi m d i r ­
ectly i nto other men ' s , and each has grown for him wi th his develop­
ment as a wri ter. 

I ·net J ames Baldwin i n my capacity us 11 terary edi tor of the 
New Leader . His r eviews , whi cn appea_ r egularly i n our l i terar y sec­
t ion- ~they have ranged from books on Negro l i fe to a book by Jacques 
Mari tdin , from Robert Louis Stevenson to r'fa.xi11 Gorky--have already 
~a i ned him a part of the re cogni t i on ha deserves and wi l l surel y wi n 
from the l i ter ary world . rli s wor k ha s already appeared i n the Na tion 
anll will shor tly begi n to appea r i n Partisan Review. i1e all l ook for­
war d to the publica tion of hi s novel , i n the confi dence that her e i s 
emergi ng an .dl'leri can writer of ma j or stature . One need only s ee the 
intellectual f ire of the man and the wri ter t o know that it i s no 
longer a question of James Bal dwi n ' s wi nni ng hi s pl ace . It already 
awa i t s h i m. I fee l proud to reco111.U1end hi m to you , wi thout reserva tion , 
for hel p toward the attainment of hi s excellent goal . 

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

Yes . 

Sig~ed J11t• aL RtlU<-<.~.. . .. ............ ' .................... '. · ...................................................... . 
Posit/on or Title..;f;_.:f /11.·~· .dliD:,_,.:l,µ.d .. ~7JrJr·t..,.;..,.··~~~l;;.1, 
Address ....... 8" L ......'t.--'1/1..,J!<,,t.T .Sf: -···········-······-···························--··--·----···············--·········......... · 
. .l . .-}' ( · .... ~ <Ir ... t j : ....... .................... .. ....... P •te .... J< : c?-,-t:7 ½k .... . 

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius ose4_ Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, lstamped enf~~.e is ~ 
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JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 15 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

J ames Baldwin 

Miss Henrietta Weigel 
235 W. 13 St. 
New York City 

The above,named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. The candldate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications and an appraisal of lus 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellO\li/Ships 
are not intended to give aid to "worthy and deserving" students, but to enable people of exceptional 
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant's qualifications 
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. 

REPORT 

William C. Haygood 
Director f or-F ellowshi["S 

I thi11k 'that Jamee Baldwin is exceptionally gt. fted, end should 

•• eligi'ble for a Roemwald grant. He is imagt.xatt.Te end write, well, 

and understands the proelems conl'ronting his people as a group and in 

relation to the white raoe. He is not biased, having an unusual degree 

of' obj eotiTity, for aIJJone so young and for anyone at all. He ill 

mn•i ti.oua and thoughtful. I like the pn, jeot he outlines , and •el ine 

it oan oontri aite to Amerioan life anl oul'ture. Be is talented, and 

oan 'bring originality to whe.teTer he UDdertekea. 
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Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? Yes 

I . ' /J . 

A - tt, Vl' 'A-
Signed .. = .. ,1.~ €' ....... 6.. ................. & f ....................................................................................... . 
Position or Title ............. Writer ··r····························· ...............•...•.........••.•••...•••...••••••..••.•••••• . ....••..••••••••. 

Address ............................... 236 _we.st .13 .. Street, .. New .York .11, .. NY ..................................................... . 

. . . . ....... . .. ···- ················································ ·············· ... FDate .. Nf, ('2 2,. (941 .. ..J. .......... . 
Please return to the Division for Fellowships, ulius l osei41\ Fun , 

4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped enffli:e is enclosed . 
.....,. 

U IVERS.~TY 



Dear llr . Bnl.dnn: 

loveaber 20, 1947 

Yov~ appllc~t i on ! or a f ellowship, 

tot;et.her -with the f i ve pbotogrnpbs , 

bus been r ecetved b.lld will be presented to tbe Fellowship 

Couittee . HoYever, s inco the GollWit t ee will no~ announce 

its wa.rc\~ until ~bout the fb:s t oi.' lluy , the eo.r l ieot a 

grant 111:iy b9 taken up i s June, 1948. Will you, t her Bfore, 

l et 1119 b"l&r fro■ you sublllitt.ing new dat es 0£ period for 

whi ch the grant i s desired? 

llr. Jua.es A. Buldwin 
415 E. 12th St. 
Bew York, l ev York 

Si ncerely your J , 

For the Committ ee on Follo, ships 

U IVERSITV 



CROSS REFERENCE RECORD 

FIRM NAME oR SUBJECT __ FE_1_1_o_ws_H_I_P_s ___ BA_1_n_w_r N ___ J M __ m_s ____________ FrL_E_No_. ______ _ 

DATE 1 l / 2Q/ i..6 REMARKS Buckl in Moon recommends Mr. Bl adwin f or fellowshi n . 

MOON BUCKLIN FILE NO. SEE FELLOWSHI PS 
------- ------------

DATE 

FILE CROSS REFERENCE RECORD UNDER NAME OR 

SUBJECT LISTED AT TOP OF THIS SHEET, AND IN 

PROPER DATE ORDER. 
THE PAPERS REFERRED TO SHOULD BE FILED 
UNDER NAME OR SUBJECT LISTED UNDER " SEE .. 

YAWMANAND~EMF~. 
ROCHESTER, N. Y. 

SIGNED 

R c-" 
I'.; RM NO. 099CR t 



CROSS REFERENCE RECORD 

FIRM NAME OR SUBJECT __ ~?: __ .-_~~'-'-' .,__J ---'~ --'.:"'\ -==-------".JD-~~~-----FJ_LE N_O. -----

DATE REMARKS "1--- ~ f J_ --~---;_. 

SEE _ ___.._~----~ -=-------a.....l -~ ~ --'--"'--~--_Fll_E N_O. -­

~ ·~ {;)-(<l-& _r ~~ -

DATE 

f"ILE CROSS REFERENCE RECORD UNDER NAME OR 

SUBJECT LISTED AT TOP OF THIS SHEET, AND IN 
PROPER DATE ORDER. 
THE PAPERS REFERRED TO SHOULD BE FILED 
UNDER NAME OR SUBJECT LISTED UNDER '"SEE" 

YAWMANAND ~E MF9-©. 
ROCHESTER, DY. J 

I V E 

SIGNED 

R FORM NO. 099CR ~ re' f 
...J .. J 



<1.,vl El.1.L. AVt;. . -' 

C 1c ~o , I 

'!.' '"- tt.ut t11JP • cript 0 1 ~·nto ": e n i Le ,u L iu t t.. 

nt i . 

i. ' °t(, 1.4 co.,., c,l l,l t.; 

:b"' ... br.lc r., in, <I;,;. U.1. C mer.t· ... ~ i . I ic ... ti cle · > Jt. 1 .... 

1;ruul or ca. luu...., rJO k- ... t..Vlt. < 11.l c u ... 00.L 

of u b u ... t ,~tor·.,, Prt.vi,hH Co ,-1.it10 1 , 

u SIT 



----
\ 

~ril 22, 1948 

Dear ~iss Reitze: 

Your news of the award was, natural~y, wonderful news for ~e . 

Yes, of cour se, I shall be very glad and very proud to a ccept it and 

to begin work on the date specified. The outline origi nally sub­

mi tted to the committee ren.ains the basic outline for t he pr oject . 

I shall do as good a job as I know how. 

Thank you very much. 

u 

Sine erely, . 

~ p~w­eame~ al.Win 

R&I UJfu 
Ll-'8 

I V E -R S I T Y 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 

To 
1'r J~ es A~ ~ a.~~""" _..,... 
4b , It lJ-1 Str6E. t 

4901 Ellis Avenue 
CHICAGO 15 

Payment Voucher No. , l.48 

Date Ap1•U 30, J,.:, 4~ 

. . 

Fir st p&.yaent on fellowshi p - - - • - - - - 1666. 66 

(Awarded April 20, 19,48) 

Ck. D'Jd494 
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COMMENTARY 
A JEWISH REVIEW 

425 FOURTH AVENUE • NEW YORK 16 • N. Y. 

The J ulius Ros enwald Poundation 
4901 hllis Avenue 
Chicag o , Ill . 

Gentl emen : 

l,1arch 1 , 1 948 

Mr . Jam.es Baldwin inf'or•ms us t hat , h;~s aptlying I 
for a Rosenwal d Fellows l:.i p in order t o complete a ho.olLon 
the store c hurch 1 and has asked us t o write a letter in supf,ort 
of h is a ~~lication. 

In the opinion of all t he editors of Commentary , Mr . 
Baldwin is a young writer of astonish in6 tal ent. ~, e have 
already published on e article by l\:r. Baldwin (" The Harlem 
Ghetto") in our :rebruary is sue , which we consider to b e 
among t h e best p ieces of wri t ing that h ave yet appeared in 
t h is mag azine . We a lso are p lanning t o pu blish a short story 
11 Previous -Condition , " wh ich is p erhap s a f ul l er ex am9le of 
l,~r . Bal dwi n's tal tin t as a writ er; and I may mention t hat we 
h ave every hop e t hat I.,r . Baldwin will cont inue to write for 
u s in the f u ture . 

I am confiden t t ha t t h e 6 r antin 6 of a Fellows t i p to 
1,.r . Baldwin will resi;l t in the producti on of a vol U."lle that 
will be a real contri 'cut ion to .Ameri c a.'1 c 1 ture, and certainly 
will be of inestimabl e value in t erms of the aims of t h e 
Rosenwal d Foundation . 

RW/ml 

Sincer ely yours , 

Ro b ert Wurs how 
Mana0 i n ...., .c.d i tor 

--, 

PUBLISHED nY THE AMERICAc\' t1v1s1 o,1;1T,V E R S I T V 



April 20, 1948 

Dear Mr. Baldwin: I have the honor to 1nt'orm you that 
you have been selected by the Co1111111t­

tee on Fellowships of the Julius Rosen"ald F'und to rece ve 
~ant of Two thousand doll ars ($2000) for a nine-111onth 
period beginning June 1, 1948 to enable you to write about 
the cultural, social structure, the psychological need for 
religion for the Negro in Harlem, the position of the Negro 
in the nation, and the implications for ~bite and black. 

Because of the closine of the F'und it 
is imperative that the grant be accepted only if you are 
prepared to begin your project on the date specified and to 
carry through your work as outlined in your application. I 
want to point out to you that the funds included in this 
award are not subject to federal income tax. 

Will you please let us know Bt once 
whether or not you can accept the fellowahip? An announce­
ment of the Committee's selections will be made soon, and 
it can include only those from whom acoeptanoes have been 
received. 

HR:RC 

Mr. \;mes A¼Bald•in 4G vJ . I~ I sr 
4l:S at $ti Bit eet 
New York, New York 

u 

Sincerely yours, 

For the Committee 
on Fellowships 

t 'r ·u 1 

V E R s T V 
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