May 10, 1948

Dear Nr. Baldwing A8 you undoubtedly know, this Fund

is closing on June 30, and we shall
be turning over to another sgency the administration of
the fellowship awards made last month.

I am encloging our check for $666.66
to cover the {irst three months of yovur fellowship work.
If you begin on the date originally planned, this payment
should cover the months of June, July, and August., Toward
the end of August, write to Mr, Nathan W. Levin, 570
Lexington Avenue, Hew York 22, New York, giving him the
address to which future payments should be mailed. The
balance will be paid in two checks of $666,67 each st
thres-month intarvals,

Very truly yours,
DoroTHY A. ELvVIiDGE

DaBile
Enc.

Mr.jJames AJ Baldwin

Bew York, New Yo
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September 22, 1947

Dear Mr, Baldwin: We are glad to acknowledge your
request for informution about our
fellowships. I am enclosing a set of application
blanks snd an announcement sheet describing the
purposes and regulations governing the awards,

As you will note on the announce-
ment sheet, only Negroes and white Southermers working
on z problem distinetive to the BSouth are eligible
for an award, Therefors, w2 are unable to zccept an
applicat®r from Mr. Pelatowski. The project you
describe 1s a very interesting one, and I hope that
you will be able to fit it into cur program,

If you have any further questionms,
please do not hesitate to write me,

Sincerely yours,

i A,

For the Committee
on Fellowships

Boxt 255
Orangeburg, New York
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1948 EC

Name James Arthur Baldwin Field: Creative Writing

Free Lance Writer
415 East 12th Street, New York, New York

Plan of Work Relligion for the Negro in Harlem. The cultursl, soelal structure, the psycho-
' logieal need. The position of the Negro in the nation, the implications for
white and black, Done via text and photographs.

Reguests grant for nine or ten months.

Personal Data Born New York City, August 1924 Age: 23
Single Draft Status:

Undergraduate Work

Special Study Lesgue of American Writers, 1938-39
Graduate Work

Experience Free lance writing for PM, The Hation, New Leader, and Commentary, 1947-48
Accomplishments One novel, Crying Holy, tc be published by Vanguard, Fall 1948.
Scholarships Eugene F. Saxton Memorial Fund Fellowship, Harper & Brothers, 1945-46,

£1400 to complete novel.

References

Bucklin Moon, New York City

Henrietta Weigel, "

Igsae Hosenfeld, .

Thomas Martin, Orangeburg, N.Y. Budget Summary
Beuford DelLaney, New York City =r— R = o
‘ i (Total Amon_Jm Needed #2300

_j i From Applicant | 300
e ‘ j '!;\ O ~ §2000
r‘__ T ":I'. . |
‘ /]l AMOUNT GRANTED
| N = |



KZJQ/%,V M 1

s :‘*;Lnbm:- 11947 '1
. f
Julius Rosenwald Foundation
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FELLOWSHIPS

Gentdemen- : %M\M

I learn from Nr. pucklin Hoon at Doupleday and Company th#f=n end

is comtemplated to the Rosenwald Foundation. I am writing now to verify this
end ask the propaple date; =snd if there is yet time to ask for an ppplication
blenk concarnins the project I dsseripe pelow.

Some time ago 2 frisnd of mine snd myedf wegean a study with photogrephs
of the Harlem store front church, titlad 'Unto The Dying Lamyp'. Ve finished the
wook onca, though not to our satisfaction, and were later forced to mpandon the
projact for lasck of funds., The study contemplated is of the store front church,
its setivities and packground end significmnee for ths Harlem community; its ec-
onomic,historic, sowial and psychologicel signifieance; ﬁﬁd its mystic,aimost un-
conscious, identification with the traditional figure of the exilaed Jew. The photo=
graphs and text =re to work together much in tha styls of the docum;tary film, yo-
ginninz with shots of the church (exterior) and a textuasl identification of the
locale; moving inward and yroadening scope am ths pesople of the church take over
and tell, in offect, their own story. Ve are not using actual guotes; the ypook,
un&voidafly,is an interpratetion of what we and the camers are sesing. The frame
work of the pook consists éff the preschers' re.telling of the exile and deliver-
snce of ths Jews in Wegypt, the lsadership of Moses, *he passover, etcj =nd this
gsarvas to sllow the camera and the nerrator to explora the contemporary Hegro

| B [T e | .
exile in tarms of social packground, persongl effest, agéwﬁﬁqugdﬁbi?ﬁérnesgﬁ(A




tension and ralease; mund =1lso, yy implication, to highlight the status of those
Negroes who =re outside of *he church and who do not heve this relsase., The pook
will center much attention on *the reactions and possiple directions of two young
children who ere memper_s of the church and will end with thair scceptance of the
doctrine. The tons of the wook is explorstive, the note at the end is questioning:
What is the future of our most opprassad minority? whan will the Americen repuplic
zront them full status as citizens?

I heve said that the nook has already wesn done, though not to our satis-
faction. pefore T 1Pt Wome I was » minister in Harlem and this gives me entrance
into meny of the churches. Almost all of the work we huwe was done &t the ut,
Sinai Tepernacle at 71 West 131st St; and the pastor, Mrs. Sara Cole Reese, and
her congregation were sufficiently coopemative to lenwe us entirdly elone during
services =and sllow us to take pictures as end when we would; and we showed her
what we were doing =5 we did it and mey with no disapproval(as we had feared we
woulddon the contrary, she did svarything in her py no mezns limited power to
encourage us. Some of the photographs and excarpts from the text wers printed in
the Sunday edition of P.M., April 27, 1947; and though not the pest photographs
were printed and not much of the text, still perhaps there is enough $hers +o
give a general idea of the tone of our pooke Mr. Bucklin Moon is working with us
es £n editor and is one of the psople willing to recommend us in the event that

the Rossnwald Foundation is not yet at an edd.

The photographar, Mr., Theodore Pelatowski, is a free lence photogr s pher,
twenty four years old, worn in Connecticutt of Polish parents and living at present
in New York. He is = vetsran of the recent war, served in tha Furopean theatre and
was honoraply discharged in the middle of 1948, He has worked and is working with

ths well known fashlon photogrephar, lir. Richard Avedon =z} 640 Madison Avenus. The
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vworf Mr. Pelatowski h2s dome on his own, +ho+vh fsn.remﬁééd from fashioen, is h#ld
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in the highest regard yy profassional photogwﬁphng£
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1 am presently engaged in the revision of a novel, Crying Holy, on which
Vanguerd Prass has racently taken an option. I heve puplishdd pook raviews in

The Nation and The New lesder, am working on an erticls on antisemitism in

Harlem for the Jewish Review, Commentsry. In 1945 I recisved the Saxton Fellow-
ship from Harpar and prothers to compléte my novel; regrettapdy, we could not
agree on the dirsction of the novel and after twalve months our agreement was
allowad to lepse, I am twanty threns, 2 Negro, potn and raisad in Haorlem with a
religious packground identical with that studied in Unto The Dying Lamb:

In tha event that wa ars considersd for the Rosenwald Fellowship at all I
should like to state that we will need less than & year tokomplate our project;
and we have enough done to send at any time tentative excerpts from the pook.
Mr. Pelatowski can we reachdd at Mr, Avedons' studio or at 255 West 95th 5t.,
New York City. I em living 2t the momeht in Shenks Village,Brangepurg, N.Y.

The mailing address is pox 255,0rangenurg, NyY. ; or I can pe calldd at Pier-
mont 55=R.
I would appraciate whatever information you cen give me at the earliest
possiple date.
Very sinceraly yours,

@aﬂﬁzm;

James paldwin
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The project, Unto The Nying Lamb, was first concieved inm the
spring of 1946, the approximate date.of my meeting with the photographer

I Rave eince worked with, ¥r,.Theodere Pelatowski. Bor a long while I

had been toying with the idea of recording somekow the services of a

@ store-front church in such a manner that 1% would emerge as neither
savage, skusational or sentiment&d. I, however,ean do nothing with &
camera, vhereas, I'r, Pelatowski,it developed,could do anything he liked
withit,and mueh, that, o far as I wae conwerned,had never been done be-
fore.I weas born in HalYem and roiped there; my father was a minister all
big adult life and llied for nothing else; I was liderally raised in
chur¢h.For two years, from the time I was fifteen until the time I was
seventeen--~-when I fled the ranks of the faithful and left home--- I
WeE a young nimister and preached all over Harlem. I nad writtén a novel,
Crying Holy, based on my life and my Tathers' lifein the cuurch; it was-
my cbeession,that,just &8 $he NYegro himself im this country is romantic-
ized or scormed or ignered, so his reltgion and his meed for religion and
tha manifestation of that need had never been understoed or perceptivddky
ctudied. Further, it was not enough tosimply write about it for my put-
poses; the tormalof worship with which I had grown up and which I had
later denied were too desolate, toointense, toc physical; it muet be
seen, asmuch as possible must be captured in order to achieve a really

valid study.The Green Pastures and Cabin In the gky are entertaining and

even moving on & certaim familiar level,but they do;np% tell the whole
story; they tell instead the story we are annns&om@@}@o hear and which

|
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we have, in large part,invented for reasons which are too immediately

apparent to require analysis hére. These spectacles, however, by with-
halding part of the story, distort it altogether. Negroes, &s Christians,
are doing,by and large,no better than their white compatriote. What we
find in church turmns out to be, upon analpeis, nct so mueh strength
through joy as release through frnzy, there ie anundertcone of guilt and
terror amd there are ascente of vengeance in thie religion which I in-
tamd to explore, which reveals, as it were, in relief, not cnly tihe
basic and profound diéslocation of the Negro in this country, but the
horrendous dishoneety of the country itself. Thie is not to be ntttakan;
on the ether hand, for s bitter diatribe againet whites or Negroes or
the nation; it is & study--- in contradistinction to a teport, for we are
not sociologists --~ done and interpreted individually. We zre doing 1§
because we belleve that it should be done,that we are living in an era
which may see profound changes inthe structure of our world, because the
basic errzor, that FNegroes, or any other gtoup or rece ig 'different' is
anerror thet threaters all of us and mast therefore be challenged on ae
many levels as lie within our power. ;

The point of departure used will be the story of the Jewigh exile
up until the exodus led by Moees oug of Egypt,'the houee of bonfage';
the framework, tihe scruon of & minister to her flock on a Sunday morning
teliing them this stoty in contemporary terms. This tory, which is cne =
of the sarliest iegends the devout Fegro learns, has been told sc often
thetit has attined for the Negro a symolie, subterrgnoan importsnce diff-
icult to overrate. The subtitel of the book, indeed, yight ba”'!hgilouac

| i
of Bondage' --- for, remembering that on the level fg%ﬁ;whiih_wa begin as _
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childrend where there is nodefense,no rationsle and that we live and
@ove on the basis of weriain basic, unspoken essumptions,which lie
thereafter at the root of all we do, regardless of what the intelligence
my do toto channélize or distort or deny these assuaptions,it becores
apparent that the Negro #m this country eoperates actually on that level
as an exile, This, regardlees of his strugglee,his hopes his triumphs,
even despite that rather %terrible light on the horizoﬁ which mmy herald
& betler or more bitter day.

The camera will, at every poimt , illumiaate the ssrmen, obsessed
with the people and how they live and where and ¥ith whay they ard the
circumstances of their lives reveal. The text will ,at peints,interrupt
the sermon, coming more clearly into the present day. The emphaeis is
on the growing estrangement between the dimrech and the Wegro psople, the
ﬁonrliot between the parsaise beyond the sky and the ever-growinz nope
and determination not to wait that rong and nmot to take much wmore. It
ends on an arbiguous notef of hope : deliversnce will come but wherefrom
and wien and hnow?

We spent much time in the spring of 194€ merely diseuseirg gbe
project,vieiting churches,living in Herleam, thinking sbout it. We
actually begesnwork,that ies, the actual taking of photographe in the
winter of that year end worked thpough ﬁntil late Pebruary when cur
BLO eXring snazpped and melnutrition forced ue te revrench. Three or
four separate texte were evolved which we discussed with Bucklin Moon; A
none of them are entirely satisfactory and we are in the process of
hasnering out another.We have, at present,nething but photearaphf: no P
fimal tesxt, nofinel layout. We need a whole new saﬁlga of photographl,

mostly outside of the church 6, which we diﬁ not an ﬁﬁ#ipate iest year.u/
The book, in a word. has been broken down and we aré starting all ower,
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Tais 1z partly because the more we worked =and thought cbout what we
were doing,the more the charsgter of the book changed. Prineinally,
we need time to pull the book together and make it what we believe it
vaen beomme; and thie, we estimate, since we intend to be supporting
ourgelves, will fkke us the better part of a year,sometlidng like nine

or ten months.( The bpdzet has been estimated on the basis of thitty
aeven weeks ) The maj 0¥ part of the Jork ILJJ;__M Mmm‘ﬁﬁw‘l

rf‘__ -
of 1& tt-thsflt. sinai !aberngclo qg,!bst 131lst street in Harlem. all

of it will He done in Wew York. PBucklin Moon will be working with us as
editor and advisor.

We expect, of eourse, that Untc The Dying Lemb will be sublighed,

though we do not expect it to make any money. This may be done by a
university prees cr, and this is more likely, by Vanguard rrean; who
Will publizh mg novel in the Fall of 1048.IFf we succeed at 21l in what
we ere trying to do we should like toc take it to the Schomburg Gollectio
at the 135th Otreet Library. This is a2 labor of love, which, lkke most
love,is not unmixed with guilt. = --

I aﬁ e noteliat!_thta fer,self proclaimed only. - and alsa-(;f'iiko
tothink ) anobserver.The subseguent plans for my eareer are rara to
stéte formally.I cammot imsgine myself not writing for any spprecieshle
length off time. Nr. Pelatowski and I have several plins for the near
future, among them a movie and possibly a photogrephic study of Father
Divine,



James Arthur Baldwin

Writer, Hew York City

I think thst James Baldwin is exeeptionally gifted,
and should be eligible for a Hosenwald grant. He is imaginative and writes
well, and understands the problems confronting his people as a group and in
reletion to the white race, He is not blased, having an unusual degree of
ebjectivity, for sny one so young and for anyone =t sll. He is ambitious
and thoughtful. I like the project he outlines, and believe it can contrip-
ute te Americen life and culture, He is talented, and can bring originslity
to whatever he undertsakes.

Hr. Beuford Delagey, “rtist, New York City

I have known James Baldwln, the eandidate, for & number
of years. Thet he iz possesssd of unusual crective ability in writing I
am convineed. I have read poetry and stories by him which have moving
ferce and conviction of emotional and rhetoricsl beauty which point toward
genius given the proper opportunities. Also I wish to state that so far
as I inow be has no handicaps of a perscnsl nature which would memace or
impair his progress in achleving his fulfillment given the needed incentive
raterially snd suvironmentelly. It is my earnest belief that sny sssist-

ance given will more tham repsy the investusnt.

- e e ms

Mr. Bugklin oon, issociste Editor, Doubleday, Doran and Company
It is difficult for 2 o anluate_;i;;her this pro;eat
or Jimny Baldwin. I mesn this in the sann
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guessed that if Planigan's Veke had been Joyce's First book it would ever
heve been published. I do not mean %o imply that there iz a link between
the two, James J. and James B., because there isn't., But I do feel that
there is within Jimmy Baldwin comething thet may turn out to be very good.
¥hether it will ever come out or not I don't know. Yet I su certain of ome
things it will never come out if he has to mooch along the way he is now,
without money &nd just this side of sterving to death,

I have been 1# on this project from & very sarly poiat,
I have talked to this writer and this photegrapher, not once but msny times.
I have seen photographs that, although I am not competent to judge them
from a standpolnt of technique have moved me deeply., I know that they show
things thst ought to be shown and they they in themselves have narrative
guallty.

45 to the idea behind what they are doing, I have a
feeling it ocught to be done — at least that it ought to be atlempted.
daybe it will never come off and even if it does the chances of publication
so long as publishing production costs keep as high as they are, will
probably be slight. But I do feel strongly thet such an attempt ought to
be made.

What can I tell you about Jimmy Baldwin? DNot a gresat
deal, I'm afraid, in spite of the fact that I have geen 2 lot of him. Is
& man who comes in to mooch & cup of coffee, or & person who is half an
hour late beczuse he didn't have suvway fare and had to walk relisble? I

don't Jnow. All I do know is that he talks senge and wenis 1ike hell to

be & writer. I doubt if snything short of = A

him. If he makes it wilh a little help he

8O0nET, ,
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I reed the novel which Vanguard is to publish and
which was written under a Gene Saxton fellowship. In some weys 1t is
not a good novel and mey not be even with revision. But when it is good,
when the writer clicks and gets his teeth into it, I am convineed thut
eventually he will write & damned good novel,

ngussthismpeﬂiaﬁttim novhere fast. If I
did not know Jimmy end someone came to me with an outline like this I
very much doubt that I would want to risk any money on it or Jimmy. But
somehow (snd this is pure hunch) I think he ought Yo have a fellowship.
ﬂ@thiumysm&fitmﬂfordllknwhcmkil_lmhadywithan
ex tomorrow morning, but this kid has something.

Jir, Isasc Sogenfeld, Literary Editory, Hew Lesder, Wew York City
] I sm heppy to recommend Jamsz Baldwin for your assist-
ance in the project he has outlined here. I belisve his study is & very
important ons; not only for the influence it is sure to axert toward the
better understanding of race relations in this country, but for the
graphic means that Mr, Baldwin, in his own capacity as & writer, secting to-
gether with a photographer; shall have at his cisposal, He knows his
subject thoroughly, not only becazuse he was for a number of years part of
it, but because he has the courage to know it. His courage iz two-fold —-
it consists in his honesty and in his desire (und grest ebility) to express
the truth. But courage, to my mind, is but the deginning of his claim, I
velue him ag & man, a friend and a writer for his zreat personal dignity

end understending. These qualitdes are b i bls

in himself} and in everything he writes
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he makes for the Negroes is no speclal or partisl one. It is a casse made
for men, about men. Iwish there were more writers like him. #merican
writing is at present very much in need of spokesmen - for men.

It is an event in the lif'e of any minority group in
this country %o have acong its members a writer whose cepacity and devotion
are as grest as his. James Baldwin's understending of the Hegroes is guided
by & sense of human culbure which iz all the more precious at a time like
the present, when it ie everywhere threatened. BHe sees ths threat clearly;
more so than many of our "esteblished"™ writers, whose security may still,
in one senge or another, be said to be intact., But James Baldwin's sense
of it transcends the perscnal threat or the threat to his own group; he sees
it sincerely and genuinely as & threat teo all. His sympathy proceeds from a
bagis in more than pergonal exporience and suffering. He has a sympathy, rare
in the rarest wen, that can penetrete cutward diserder to the innor meaning,
where the fact that men sulfer degradetion, and the significance for human
culture of thet degredstion, ere one. Thig imner, broader meaning, the
"eultural sense® i not separated from him by any aresa of vaguensss, rhetoric
or morally self-conscious goed willy it is an immediate, peinful perception.
It is this which gives him his right to say "we", "our", when he speaks both
for the Negroes and for America; he has instinctively. I know of no one with
greater suthority to spesak both the part and the whole, His own experience
has led him directly into other men's and esch has grown for hinm with his
development as & writer,

I mst Jemes Baldwin in my capacity as litenr;r ediﬁor of
the New Lesder. His reviews, which appesr exulg-ly ‘!A (6’.!11’ hrarr secti
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they have ranged from books on Negro life to & bock by Jacqueos Maritain,
from Robert Louis Stevenson to Maxim Gorky - have alresdy gained him a psrd
of the recognition he deserves and will surely win from the literary world.
His work has slready appesred in the Nation and will shortly begin to appesr
in Partisan Review, We all look forward to the publieation of his novel, in
the confidence that here is emerging an Americsn writer of msjor stature. Ones
need only see the intellectusl fire of the man and the writer to kmow that it
is no longer a question of Jemes Baldwin's winning his place. It already
awalts him. I feel proud to recomuend him to you, without reservation, for
help towerd the sthsinment of his excellent gosl.

Mr, Thoges Mertin, Poet sud ¥riter, Orangeburg, New York

I have known James Baldwin, intimately or over six ysars.
He lived in my home st Princeton, New Jersey for one continuous yesr shortly
after I first met him., A% that time we were both employed by ihe War Depert~
ment at the Belle Mead (.M. Depot where Mr. Baldwin worked wnder my direct
gupervision. Because of this personsl intimaey, I feel that I know the cen~
didate excesdingly well, and my first impressions and observations of him
have stood all tests of time.

He iz & man of unigue personal sincerity, forever stpiv-
ing, no matter what the subjective coste or trisls, after the truth of things
in life., I have been sble to closely wateh his development ar & creative
writer. The wmerring speed and faeillty of his growth as & ersative artist
has been of such a nature that it left wme without doubt as to his possession
of & valusble talent. Despite all the complexitd \@fqﬁiﬁn}r m(

paet four years of life he hes never altere
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personal integrity. For a man of his years he has achleved an am&zing depth
of humen wisdom and wnderstanding. I felt that his wes a voice which the
world would some day hear and res;;eet; I have never had any reasons to change
this obsgervation.

The project which he sketches in his plan of work is one
which he is uniguely capable of carrying through to & significant eonclusion.
Though it presupposes large labors, I know that he would be able to carry it
through successfullys I have never kmown him to be shy of hard work., And
the sublect lg one with which he has & great desl of personal kmowledge and
experiencej and which, if portrayed and discussed as he proposes, would be
a worthy contribution to the humen end socizl understanding of thisg field of
study, It is without question, an aspeet of the Negro in society which hae
not been deeply investigated in our time. If it ia to be done signifieantly
and interestingly, and in such & menner thst will srrest the s=ttentions of
2ll who should know of these things, then James Baldwin ig the man who will

do it.




JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE d

CHICAGO 15

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate James Baldwin

Mr. Beuford DeLaney
181 Greene St.
New York City, New York

Report Requested of

The abovenamed candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name
as a reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications and an appraisal of his
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships
are not intended to give aid to “worthy and deserving” students, but to enable people of exceptional
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant’s qualifications
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated.

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence,

William-C.-Haygood
Director- for-Fellowships




Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

Signed...... LG A0 W
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# A
Position or Title........... W

I

Addressj?jW W W M d)tl LT
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Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Roset}'@é{a‘]ﬁd Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed.
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JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE

CHICAGO 15

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship AL~

Name of Candidate James Baldwin

Report Requested of

Mr. Thomas Martin
10 W. 703 St.

Shanks Village
Orangeburg, New York

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name
as a reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications and an appraisal of his
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships
are not intended to give aid to “worthy and deserving” students, but to enable people of exceptional
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant’s qualifications

until all

of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated.

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence,

. William-G—Haygood
Director-fer—Fellowships.

REPORT

1 have known James Baldwin intimately for over six years.
He 1ived in my home at Yrinceton, New Jersey for one continuous
year shortly efter L first met him. At that time we were both
employed by the War Lepartment at the bpelle mead C.m. Lepot
where Mr. Bsldwin worked under my direct supervision. oDecause
of thig vercsonsl intimaecy, I feel that I know the cendidate
exceedingly well, and my first impressions and observat ions
of him have stood gll tests of time. z

He is a men of urigue personal sincerity, forever striving,
nod, matter what the subjective costs or trials, after the truths
of things in life. 1 have been able to closely watch his devel-
opment as a creative writer. The unerring speed and fseility
of his growth as & creative artist has been of such & nature ;
that i1t left me without doutt as to his possession of s valuable
talent. Despite all the complexities and digﬁ$gu1tﬁqg_of hie N 4
past four yesrs of life he has rever altered his ertistic embi-
tions or\Personal integrity. For a man of hig years he hasOVER
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echieved an gamazing depth of humen wisdom and understanding.
I felt that his was & voice which the world would some day
hear snd respect; lhave never had any reasons to chenge this
observetion.

The project which he sketches in his plans of work is
one which he is uriquely cepatle of carrying through to a sig-
rificant coneclusion. Though it Presuproses large labors, I
know that he would be able to carry it through successfully;

I have never known him to be shy of hard work. And the subject
is one wkth which he has a great desl of rersonsl knowledge
and experience; aend which, if por trayed and discuesed as he
proposes, would be & worthy contribution to the human 'and
social understanding of this field of studys It igs without
question, an esrect of the Negro in society which has not

btcen deerly investigated in our time. If it is Yo be done
gignificantly and interestingly, and in such a manner that

1t will errest the attentions of 811l who should know of these
things, then Jemes Baldwir is the men who will do it.

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

In our materialistic society, the attempt by & white man

at being & sirncere creative artist is & supremely difficult

task; this is & truism accevted by all with understsnding or

sympathy for the arts. To be a Negro and to attempt to be a

sincere creative artist in our society is neerly en impossibi-

lity for a human being. I don't know of any vosition which would
Signed..give J. Baldwin an pportunity to utilize his unique abilities, and

I know thaé he is without any personality handica?ps.

Position or Title.... =7 tateed—f! T SN Y S A
Address. /O i 703 ,g‘ S‘éd:m!qt ........ Wl pm, .Y/ V

------ et - DR ’3—/?/“6{7

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius RoserﬁWah:l Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, lstamped enw,lmpe is enclosed




JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE

CHICAGO 15

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate James Baldwin

Report Requested of lMr. Bucklin Moon

Doubleday, Doran
1, W. 49th St.
New York 20, New York

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name

as a.reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statcment.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications and an appraisal of his

plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships
are not intended to give aid to “worthy and deserving™ students, but to enable people of exceptional
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant’s qualifications
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated.

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence,

- William-C.-Haygood
Direcior for- Fellowships

REPORT It is difficult for me to evaluate either this project or Jimmy Baldwin.

I mean this in the sense that it is difficult to have guessed thet if
Finnigan's Wake had been Joyce's first book it would have ever been published.
I do not mean to imply that there is a link between the two,James T and James B,
beceuse there ism't. But I do feel that there is within Jimmy Baldwin something
that may turn out to be very good. Whether it will ever come out or not I don't
know., Vet I am certain of one thing: 1t will never come out if he has to mooch
along the way he is now, without money and Just this side of starving to death.

I have been in on this project from a very early point. I have talked
to this writer anmd this photographer, not once but meny times. T have seen
photographs that, although I am not campetent to judge them from a standpoint of
technique have moved me deeply. I know that they show things that ought to be
shown and that- they in themselves have narrative quality. se=my 5

As to the idea behind wiat they are doing, I have @ feeling it ought o
be done ---- at least thet it ought to be ath __)iedk Meybel it will never come off
and even if it does the chances of publication, so long/es’publishing production
costs keep as high as tley are, will probably be slight./|But I do feel / OVER
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strongly that such an attempt ought to be made.

What can I tell you sbout Jimmy Baldwin? Not a great deal, I'm afreaid, in
spite of the fact that I have seen & lot of him. Is a man who comes in too mooch
a cup of coffee, or a person who is half an hour late for en appointment becense
he didn't have subway fare and had to walk relisble? I don't know. All I do know
is that he talks sense and wants like hell to be a writer. I doubt if anything
short of sctual starvation will stop him. If he makes it with a 1little help he
will probably attain that goal sooner.

I read the novel which Vanguard is to be publish ard which was written under
a GCene Saxton fellowship. In some ways it is not a good novel and may not be even
with revision. But when it is good, when the writer clicks and gets his teeth
into it I am convinced that eventually he will write a damed good novel.

T guess that this report is getting nowhere fast. If I did not know Jimmy
and someone csme to me with an outline like this I very much doubt that I would
want to risk any money on it or Jimmy. But somehow (and this is pure hunch) I
think he ought to have a fellowship. Nothing may come of it and for all T know
he may kill somebody with an ax tomorrow morning, but this kid has something.

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

S

Signed @UX‘,{L&A %jwf

Position or Title. Associate Fditor

Address Doubleday & Company, 14 West 49th Street, New York, N. Y.

e Date. Thmuiary 22, 1048
iy h

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Rose ald
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped enwflmie is enclosed. [

J N
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JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE P

CHICAGO 15
Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate James Bsldwin

Report Requested of Mr. Isaac Rosenfeld
85 Barrow St.
New York City

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name
as a reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications and an appraisal of his
plan of work and of his abxhty to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships
are not intended to give aid to “worthy and deserving” students, but to enable people of exceptional
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant’s qualifications
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated.

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence,

. William-€: Haygood
Director-for-Fellowships

REPORT I am ha py “o recommend James Baldwin for your assistance in

the project he has outlined here, 1 believe his study is a very im-
portant one, not only for the influence it is sure "to exert toward

the better understanding of race relations in this country, but for
the graphic means that Mr. Lal&win, in his own capacity as a writer,
acting together with a photographer, shall have at his disposal., He
knows hls subject thoroughly, not only because he was for a number

of years part of it, but because he has the courage to know it. Ilis
courage is twofold--it consists in his honesty and in his desire

(and great ability) to express the truthe. But courage, to my mind,

is but the beginning of his claim. I wvalue him as a man, & friend

and a writer for his great personal dignity and understanding These
gualities are present in his work as they are in himself; and in
everythlnp he wrltes about his own™ o The Pcagh”  NEFNakegfor 5=
the legroes is no special or partialk one. & It s a case natie fOF mef,
about men. I wish there were more W iter$ 1li a_ AMPrIPJR w¢1tinﬂ
is at present very much in need of SWUTGB en-y mr mﬂn -
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It is an event in the life of any minority group in this country
to have among its members a writer whose capacity and devotion are
as great as his. James Baldwin's understanding of the Negroes is
guided by a sense of human culture which is &1l the more precious at
a time like the present, when it is evervwhere threatened, He sees
the threat clearly; more so than many of our "established" writexs,
whose security may still, in one sense or another, be said to be intact.
But James Baldwin's sense of it transcends the personal threat or
the threat to hls own group; he sees it, sincerely and genuinely, as
a threat to all., His sympathy proceeds f“oa a basis in more than per-
sonal experience and suffering. e has a sympathy, rare in the rsrest
men, that can penetrate outward disorder to the inner meaning, where
the fact that men suffer degradation, and the significance for human
culture of that degradation, are one. This inner, broader meaning,
the "cultural sense," is not separated from him by any area of vague-
ness, rhetoric or morally self-conscious good will; it is mn immediate,
painful perception. It is this which gives him his right to say "we,"
"our," when he speaks both Tor the llegroes and for America; he has
1t instinctively. I xnow of no one with greater authority to speak
both for the part and the whole., His own experience has led him dir-
ectly into other men's, and each has grown for him with his develop-
ment as a writer.

I met James Baldwin in my capacity as literary editor of the
New Leader. His reviews, which appear regularly in our literary sec-
tion--Ehey Have ranged from books on Negro life to a book by Jacques
Maritdin, from Robert Louls Stevenson to Maxim Gorky--have already
gained him a part of the recognition he deserves and will surely win
from the literary world. His work has already appeared in the Nation
and will shortly begin to appear in Partisan Review. We all look for-
ward to the publication of his novel, in the confidence that here is
emerging an american writer of major stature. One need only see the
intellectual Tire of the man and the writer to know that it is no
longer a question of James Baldwin's winning his place. It already
awaits him, I feel proud to recommend him to you, without reservation,
for help toward the attainment of his excellent goal.

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and
hold a position giving him opportunity to utihze his abilities?

Yes.,

S'gned. jﬂaac_ ;‘Dm«w
Position or Tltle.ﬂ'.?‘m %f -cﬂﬁﬂ _&,&!,M / d"dd«‘-ﬁua 4 ..

Ao B Bens s B : a’ 4 ?¢ Z
.40 e L 4
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Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Ju
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, |




JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE n_-

CHICAGO 15
Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate James Baldwin

Report Requested of Miss Henrietta Weigel
235 W. 13 st.
New York City

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name
as a reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications and an appraisal of his
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships
are not intended to give aid to “worthy and deserving” students, but to enable people of exceptional
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant’s qualifications
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated.

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence,

William C. Haygood
Director-for-Fellowships

REPORT I think that James Baldwin is exceptionally gifted, and should
be eligible for a Rosemwald grant. He is imagimative end writes well,
and understands the problems confronting his people as & group and in
relation to the white race. He is not biased, having an unusual degree
of objeotivity, for anjone so young and for emyone at ell. He is
embitious snd thoughtful. I like the pro ject he outlines, and believe
it osn contribute to Americen life and culture. He is talented, end

can bring originality to whatever he under|tqk___e_|. ) == |

I | OVER



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and

hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? Yeos

¥ / /7
v 4, B i
Signed /ff!&vfﬂ" £ 6: &g
Position or Title {7 T PR TRORRTE
Address W 235 West 13 Street, New York 11, NY

Dm 'né?r' .-"22. 1947

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Roseqﬁyakl Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped enyﬁlqrpe is enclosed

N / E



November 20, 1947

Dear Mr. Baldwin: Your application for a fellowship,

together with the five photographs,
has been received and will be presented to the Fellowship
Committee. However, since the Committee will not amnounce
its wards until sbout the first of May, the earliest a
grant may ve taken up is June, 1948. Will you, therefore,
let me hesr from you submitting new dutes of period for
which the grant is desired?

Sincerely yours,

| 7’

\

For the Committee on Followships

Mr. Jumes A, Baldwin
415 E. 12th St.
Rew York, New York
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SR L lind

Weducsdav, Mapch O, 1948
Rubca.mhld Fouudatimx : : y :
4901 Ellic Avenue,

chuicago, Ill. '

Dear Sirs

Tue tentatiwe script of Unto The Dying Lamb is ia tue

procese of being reworked and is, therefore, at the morent in a
thoroughly aunrcadsble state. I am enclozing instesd a copy of the
FPebruary issue of Commentary in which my arficle appeared aad a
proof of & loug book-review ( for the March Commentary ) and a ovroof

of a stort story, Previous Coudition , stheduled to be publisjed in

Coumentary shortiy. I hope that thls meels youl hecus.

Yery sincerely,

Batdn

aldwin

(

&SHeCe




April 22, 1948

Dear &iss Reitze:

Your news of the award was, natural.iy, wonderful news for we.
Yes, of course, I shall be very glad and very proud to accept it and
to begin work on the date specified. The outline originally sub-
witted to the committee remains the basic outline for the project.
I shall do as good a job as I know how.

Thank you véry much.

Sincerely,‘ .
/5(}{_{_@4/ Can

alawin




Julius Rosenwald Fund

4901 Ellis Avenue
CHICAGO 15

To | Payment Voucher No. 5148
iirq Jumes A.) balawin
; ! e Date Lpl‘n 33‘ &7‘5
40 Peat 131 Strest
Wew York, New lork
First peyment on fellowship = « = = = - = =« §666,66
(Awarded April 20, 1948)
Cke #38494
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
Negro Fellowahips 46-13 3666.66
i /
| L - |

Prepared by Checked by Posted by | ”—lJ y
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COMMENTARY

A JEWISH REVIEW

Y 425 FOURTH AVENUE = NEW YORK 16 * N. Y.

March 1, 1948

The Julius Hosenwald Foundation kFézf%¢f) &l

4901 Ekllis Avenue S o
Chicago, Ill. ! 5

Gentlemen: | ' f

Mr. James Baldwin informs us that he ﬁs ap#lying |
for a Rosenwal d Fellowship in order to complete a book on :
the store church,and has asked us tc write a letter in supgort
of hls application.

In the opinion of all the editors of Commentary, Mr.
Baldwin 1s a young writer of astonishin. tslent. We have
already published one article by Mr. Baldwin ("The Harlem
Ghetto") in our February issue, which we consider to be
among the best pleces of writing that have yet appeared in
this magazine. We also are planning to publish a short story
"Previous Condltion," which is perhaps a fuller exsemple of
lir. Baldwin's talint as a writer;and I may mention. that we
have every hope that lir. Baldwin will continue to write for
us in the future.

I am confldent that the granting of a Fellowship to
kr. Baldwin will result in the production of a volume that
will be & real contribution to American culture,end certainly
will be of inestimeble velue in terms cof the aims of the
Rosenwald Foundation.

Sincerely yours,

&,

Robtert Warshow
RW/ml Menagin: &ditor

(——H ] * ;af; ff—m\J
| %Jm; 'ﬂ 4

PUBLISHED BY THE AMERICAN ifﬁﬂ%ﬂ quﬂHTTtﬁ = D
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April 20, 1948

Dear Mr. Baldwin: I have the honor to inform you that
you have been selected by the Commit-
tee on Fellowships of the Julius Rosenwald Fund to receive
a_grant of Two thousand dollers ($2000) for a nine-month
period beginning June 1, 1948 to enable you to write about
the cultural, social structure, the psychological need for
religion for the Negro in Harlem, the position of the Negro

in the nation, and the implications for white and black,

Because of the closing of the Fund it
is imperative that the grant be accepted only if you are
prepared to begin your project on the date specified and to
carry through your work as outlined in your appiieation. 1
want to point out to you that the funds included in this
award are not subject to federal income tax.

Will you please let us know st once
whether or not you can accept the fellowship? An announce-
ment of the Committee's selections will be made soon, and
it can include only those from whom acceptances have been
received.

Sincerely yours,

\((@

HR:RC For the Committee
on Fellowships
lMr. James A. Baldwiz W ,I-E‘ tf

New York, New York




	di_rf_391_2_0001
	di_rf_391_2_0002
	di_rf_391_2_0003
	di_rf_391_2_0004
	di_rf_391_2_0005
	di_rf_391_2_0006
	di_rf_391_2_0007
	di_rf_391_2_0008
	di_rf_391_2_0009
	di_rf_391_2_0010
	di_rf_391_2_0011
	di_rf_391_2_0012
	di_rf_391_2_0013
	di_rf_391_2_0014
	di_rf_391_2_0015

