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motion ot artistic standards in Negro drama, and in the conti nuation of special ex­
periments in make-up tor the Negro Little Theatre. 

Seeking Ph .D. from Yale University. Dur ation of study two years, t o begin 
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A. B. from Lincoln University, Pennsylvania, 1928. M.A. from University 
of Pennsylvania, 1930. 
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f l,OOOJ Virginia Onion University, Richmond, instructor, summ~r 1930, $450J West 
Virginia State College, assistant professor of English and director of dramatics, 
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Creative work1 survey of the st atus of dramatics i n Negro high schoolsJ 
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director of the Swnaer Playhouse and ot the Tri-State Drama League. 
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Fannin s. Belcher 

MY PLAN OF WORK 

I. A Full Description of the Project, Including 
Its Character and Scope, and the Significance 

Of Its Presumable Contribution. 

To understand the significance of the project upon 

which I hope to work during the tenure of the Fellowship, one 

must first be made acquainted with my ultimate objective. I 

want to aid the Negro...playwright, 1 the Negro actor, and the 

Negro Theatre to reach the same plane of importance, cultural­

ly and financially, that the American Theatre has already ac­

corded to the Negro theme. For many years an overemphasis 

has been placed upon the creative exploitation--popularly suc­

cessful, it is true--of the Megro folk material as "exotic'' 

or local color; too little attention has been paid to training 

in the arts of the theatre, including as it does playwriting, 

directing , production, stage lighting, costuming, and make-up; 

to the stimulation of community drama and the Negro Little 

Theatre Groups; and to the promotion of dramatic work in our 

Negro colleges, similar to the famed -47" Workshop of Harvard, 

The Vassar Experimental Theatre, and the Yale Theatre. Yet 

it will be as a result of the blending of all these phases 

that Negro drama will finally arrive at that maturity which has 

given the Abbey Theatre to the Irish, The Yiddish Theatre, 

to the Jews, and The Moscow Art Theatre to the Russians. 

Since my final goal is the promotion of Negro drama 

in its larger aspects as a vital and important part of the 

assets, real and potential, of the native American drama, I 
I. 

plan during the term of my study to concentrate upon four 
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things: first, to perfect, so far as training can, my own cre­

ative writing technique and to learn thoroughly all the funda­

mental arts of the theatre from the instant I attempt to express 

my creative inspiration through the minute but exciting problems 

of casting, rehearsing, staging, and costuming to that final 

electric moment when the director calls, "Places l '', the audi to­

rium lights ' dim, an expectant hush falls upon the audience and 

the curtain slowly rises upon the finished product. I feel 

that this knowledge of playwriting technique and this advanced 

training in fundamentals are necessary because whoever is con­

cerned in the promotion of Negro drama should be loyal to the 

best standards of the American dr ama and the American stage. 

These standards can be secured only through training acquired 

under experienced supervision and leadership. And I must have 

this knowledge if I am to use with skill the tools of my craft, 

attack with confidence the problems which arise, and give to 

the Negro Theatre the artistic expression it deserves and at 

present lacks. If something noteworthy is to be done and the 

tradition perpetuated, it will be motivated by people who 

know their theatre. 

Secondly, I want to concentrate upon the completion 

of my survey of the status of dramatic teaching in the Negro 

high schools. No matter how much we may lament it, the art 

of mimicry and "Let's pretend!" is deeply rooted in human 

nature and a vital f actor in educational procedure. Under 

the academic title of dramatizations, it is found in the 

Kindergarten's enthusiastic portrayal of "The Jhree Bears'', 
I. 

"Little Red Riding Hood" and similar fairy tales to the elab-
1 J 
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orate performance of " The Merchant of Venice" by the fourth 

year high school class. The purpose of the survey is to dis­

cover if the pupils ' dramatic urge is being directed into the 

proper channels . Is a love for good drama rather than cheap 

plays being stimulated by dramatics? Are there well- defined 

literary standards of judgment? Is the influence of dramatics 

being used for remedial work in posture, voice, diction, and 

in the development of personality? Is the pupil being given 

an understanding of stage and stage equipment? Is the cultural 

level of his photoplay appreciation being raised by his dramatic 

work? Are the courses of study published by the various depart­

me·nts of education possible of application in the Negro schools? 

Is there a trained teacher in charge or is play-giving the pro­

vince of anyone? Concisely phrased, is the pupils' work in 

dramatics in the high school of constructive benefit or is it 

merely used as a means to ttraisen money for everything from 

athletic equipment, Parent-Teacher projects to school banquets? 

If the results of such a study do nothing more than focus the 

spotlight of attention upon the importance of drama work in the 

high schools, my study will not have been in vain. I believe, 

however, that it will do more: it will enable us to suggest, 

if necessary, corrective measures; it will or it should induce 

the Negro college to broaden its service to the community; and 

it will serve to bring us into contact with t he future Negro 

playwright, actor and audience of the Negro Theatre. 

In addition to concentration upon this high school 

survey, I want to continue,under direct superp~sion, my experi-
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ments in. make-up for Negro actors as distinct from the stage 

make-up primarily designed for white actors. This phase of 

activity has been i nspired by personal experience in preparing 

student actors for a performance and by the often unintentional 

humorous effects produced by my students in workship projects 

in stage make-up following the suggestions of recognized texts 

on the subject. Passively interested at first as I set out to 

secure more inf ormative material or made suggestions for meeting 

the limitations ·of these texts, I became more active when i nves­

itgation proved the dearth of specific material which would sat­

isfy the requirements of the Negro actor. Notwithstanding their 

thoroughness and expert handling of the subject, the present 

charts and b~oklets issued by Max Factor, Ste i n, Elizabeth Arden, 

and other cosmetic companies in the stage make-up market base 

both their illustrations and suggestions in the use of grease 

paint, powder, and lining colors upon the blonde and brunette 

compl~xions of Nordics. This possibly offer no difficulty for 

the few trained directors and i ndividual actors but for the host 

of untrained persons who are called upon to produce plays and 

who, in good faith, depend upon these sources, the situation 

offers distinct possibilities. I propose to take advantage of 

these possibilities and to meet this need by building upon 

accepted fundamentals a series of tested suggestions, a guide­

book, in stage make-up for the Negro actor, amateur and profes­

sional, who is seldom either blonde or brunette in the s trict 

meaning of t he term. So far as I have been able to discover 

there is no similar study in process nor 

. study available. 

results 1, 
ljfj/ 
✓ 

of such a 
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As a final phase of my year of training, I want to 

secure the methods and approach necessary in the organization 

of a department of drama and a laboratory workshop. I want to 

observe and analyze a well-organized department and its labora­

tory at work. I want to be a part of that set-up--not a spec­

tator. I want to examine the 11 ho,," and the ttwhy" of each phase 

of each division (Play-writing, Play Directing, Technical Produc­

tion, Scene Design, Costume Design, and Stage Lighting) separately 

and as a minor or major part of the whole. These are a few of 

the questions I want answered: How does .it approach -its problems 

and distribute responsibility? What are its objectives and if 

these objectives are achieved? Vlhat is the value of its particu­

lar technique? \That is its attitude toward aspirants in the 

field? · What has given it its national standing? Like the mechan­

ic who watching a smooth running machine and the doctor who ob­

serving the functioning of a healthy body are interested only in 

what makes the perfection so that they can achieve the same 

results, r, too, am hoping that this study of departmental organ­

ization will enable me to rebuild so wisely and effectively my 

own department of drama that it will induce the young Negro and 

even those novr working in the theatre to come and study in a 

sympathetic environment the technique of the theatre. 

II. Present State of the Project (Time of Commence­
ment, Progress to Date, etc . ) and Expectation 

as to Completion. 

Each of these phases of work as a part of my objec­

tive in Negro drama has resulted from my present activities, 

despite the fact that I am also an Instructor in English. The 
I. •f 

more I advance in the promotion of each, the rrror.e am I made 
[I 



Fannin s. Belcher - 6 -

conscious of the need of advanced study in playwriting and drama­

tic art if I am to make a recognized contribution to the Negro 

Theatre. In an attempt to prove what can be done in extending 

the service of the college drama departments to the community 

and state, I have for the last three years, beginning in 1935, 

concentrated upon raising the standard of dramatics in the high 

schools of \lest Virginia. I first sponsored a one act play fes­

tival for high schools. Using this an an opening wedge, I or­

ganized a High School Players Assoc iation with an executive 

committee of eight--composed of principals and dramatic coaches 

of the respective schools. This comm.ittee formulated a set of 

dramatic standards for our high schools and voted in favor of 

having an annual play festival . Since that first meeting, I 

have set up at the college a bureau of information to which the 

high school coach could write for advice either in locating a 

play script or in solving a production problem; established a 

circulating library of play books; issued monthly a News Letter 

of informative material. This year, for the first time in its 

history, the West Virginia Teachers Association at its annual 

meeting gave a seminar in dramatics a place in its program. 

There is yet a great deal to be done in teacher-training, in 

the securing of adequate equipment and the cooperation of a few 

••Athletics-above-everything" principals. This revi tilization 

should be complete in two more years . Upon these same principles 

am I hoping to make the results of my high school survey suc­

cessful. A Tri- State Tournament composed of state vlinna.rs from 

West Virginia, North Carolina, and Virginia ~as inaugurated in 
I ! 
• ljfj/ 
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1937 . The questionnaire has been in preparation since the sum­

mer of 1937 ; som_e few have already been distributed. 'I'he sur­

vey can be completed and its conclusions eval uated within a 

year . 

lly efforts with the high schools and my own play pr o­

duction schedules have g iven me little opportunity to make any 

worthwhile progress with my experiments in make-up. Although 

started in the fall of 1936, t his project is no more than a 

ser ies of memor anda awaiting final testing when I shall have 

the available time and supervision. At the moment, I have a 

student working on certain rudiments of the study. \lith concen­

tration a year should suffice t o test and organize my findings . 

The fact is that i n the last five years , since 1932, 

the greater part of my efforts have been directed t o establish­

i ng a depar tment of drama and laboratory workshop at \/est Vir­

ginia State College. My aim has been to build upon sound pr in­

ciples a self- perpetuating dramatic organization which would 

earn the students ' i nterest and support . The control of its 

divisions , excepting the direction of major productions, is in 

the hands of students and every phase of their activity has a 

point value. Certificates and keys as well as officeholding are 

awarded on a set basis of points ea rned in the performance of 

their talcs whether it be acting , t he technical problems of 

production , or i n playvlI'i ting . D::y o,m playwri ting-- three of my 

full l ength plays have been produced-- has been devoted to musi­

cal comedy i n the sincere belief that it offers the Hegre a 

very distinct and original pr ovince of achievement which is too 
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oft en frowned upon or overlooked by academicians. A r esult, I 

believe, of the confusion of musical comedy with vaudeville, r e­

vues, and minstrels . In addition to these comedy productions, 

our play se lections have been varied and, as a whole, in good 

taste . Representative programs are attached. The results of 

this department of drama are evinced in my work with the high 

schools, the reval uation of drama in the college curricQlum, 

the now contemplated course in dramatic art as a major for stu­

dents , and the growth of critical standards of appreciation 

among our audiences. As a project for teachers in our state and 

reg ion, I rented two years ago (1936) an old two story frame 

building located across the road from our campus . Together we, 

my students and I, remodelled the interior of the structure to 

include on its first floor an auditorium and stage ; on its 

second floor, a rehearsal- reading room, a dressing room, and a 

make- up room . Thus was started our Summer Playhouse which now 

has a nine v;eek season with two performances a week and a mat i­

nee perfor mance of a children ' s play by our Children's Theatre . 

Directors of Negro College Theatres have accepted my invitation 

to conduct a series of seminars as part of The Playhouse program . 

Enrollment is open to all persons of t he t heatre , irrespective 

of phase of wor k , amateur, semi- prof essional, or profess i onal , 

within or without the sta te. Just beginning, our staffs , of 

course, are primarily composed of amateurs, supported by an ap­

prentic group of students . No emphasis has been made to extend 

our facilities to professional theatre groups because I have 

felt t hat we wer e not ready to offer them maximum bene_fits . Con-

sequently, l ast summer when f our professionals applied, ad.mis-
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sion 'vms not granted. Our progress {even i f measur ed in terms 

of increase in enrollment) is inspiring . It is time now to 

e valuate our methods of approach and broaden our scope to offer 

the N'egro dramatist an experimental laboratory for testing his 

productions, to encourage the Negro actor to train and develop 

his art, and to cultivate an authentic Negro drar.1a which will 

gradually build up its ovm t r aditions of style and form . A 

year of study will enable me to pre pare myself for the task·. 

Its success , however , cannot be measured in terms of years but 

only in continual adherence to its objectives and the influence 

it exerts . 

I II. The Proposed University , Institution of Similar 
Grade or Other Place ' /here the Work Houle Be 
Carried On, and the Author iti es with Wbom the 

Work Would Be Done. 

Of the three universities , Yale Uni versi~y, The Uni­

versity of 1-iichigan , and The University of Iowa , which are doing 

the kind of training I am seeking , I have selected Yale . It has 

k ept i n tact the dramatic tradi tions which George Pierce Baker 

brought from h is 114711 Y1orkship at Harvard ; it has recently dras ­

tically revised the organization of i ts drama department ; it has 

a r eputation for thoroughness of preparation; it has the prestige 

vmich only recognized achievement can establ ish; and it is not 

too far removed from the citadel of t he legitimaije t heatre to 

l ose sight of newer trends and techniques . This department has 

also as eminent a group of drama authorities as any similar de­

partment in the country : Allardyce Ni coll as Director and Pro­

fessor of Playwriti ng, Alexander Dean as Associate Professor of 

Play Production, Donal d Ceslanger as Assistan~ Professor of 
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Scenic Design , and Stanley McCandless as Associate Professor of 

Stage Lighting. Under these five I shall work . 

IV. Your Expectation as to Publication or Use of the 
Results of Your St udy. 

West Virgini a State College publishes , as the occa­

sion requires it, monograms by member s of its facul ty . I ex­

pect to have it publish the results of my high school survey and 

my findings in the field of stage make- up . If the latter proves 

to possess popular appeal , I should like to republish it in book 

form ; the former ( the survey) may prove of value in condensed 

from for articles in educa t i onal journals. My creative writing 

wil l first be tested on my West Virgini a audiences; then offered 

to any interested dramatic groups . 

v. Subsequent Plans for Your Career . 

As I have been g iven a leave of absence , I have 

every reason to believe that I shall be able to return to \lest 

Virginia State College at the conclusion of my study. There I 

shall concentrate upon reaching my objectives i n my chosen field 

of work : Drama. 
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LINCOLN UNIVERSITY 
LINCOLN UNIVERSITY, PA. 

OFFICE OF THE REGISTRAR 
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II. Status of Undergra<luates ..... ............. ............. ... ....... ....... .. .... .... ................... .................. .... .... ........................... ............ ....... .... ............ .... . . 

He withdrew voluntarily, Is granted an Honorable Dismissal, and it entitled to return .upon removing deficiencies. 

III. Entrance Ct-edits. Sources of Credits: ( 1 ) ·········Dunb.ar .... a.J..gt .... $..c.b.9.9)..., .... ~.~~bJ..P..gt.9.n.., .... P.• .. Q.~ ............................ . 
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Plane Geometry l History- U. s. l Physics Dramatics 
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History-Ancient l German Pbyslcnl Geography 
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How admitted: Upon Certification ....... ............................................................. ............................................ ...... ...... .... ........ ... . 
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Year of ..... l.~.Z.~.~.Z.R ... 
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Algebra-Trigonometry 
Ar gumen tat ion 

. 

Passing Grades are ..................................................... . 

This transcript issued ....................... ...... .................. . 

A semester hour ou this trnnscrlpt Indicates either n recltntlon period of 
00 minutes or n laboratory period of 120 minutes per week for JS weeks. 

C OURSt:: NUMBER 

\ 
FIR ST SEMESTER II SECOND SEMESTER 

IN C ATALOG SEMESTER HOURS GRADE SEMESTE R HOURS I GRADE 

. 

REC. I ~AB. REC. I L.A8. 

l 2 l 2 
3 l 

2 2 
1 1 

1 1 l 1 
3 2 3 l 
3 2 3 1 
3 3 3 3 
2 1 2 1 

I 
I 

I. 

I 
j 

Requirements fo Graduatlon .................... Semester hours 

£ 
Total Semester/ iLours secured .......................................... . 
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21 d r. .. t- ... ' 
.,,. . 
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5th • • Fa i1une. .. 
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A semester hour on this trnnscrh>t indi~ates either n recitation period of 

GO minutes or n lnboratory period of 120 minutes per W<'<'k for JS weeks. 

I COURSE NUMBER 
FIRST SEMESTER SECOND SEMESTER 

IN CATALOG SEMESTER HOURS I GRADE SEMESTER HOURS r GRADE 

REC. I LAS. I REC. LA B . 

' 

l 1 -
3 l 

3 1 
3 l 3 1 
3 l 3 l 
3 2 3 1 
3 1 2 3 1 3 

l 1 1 l 
3 l 

3 l 
3 I 3 ! 

3 l 
I 

3 l 
3 2 

3 2 3 1 
3 2 3 l 
2 1 4 2 l l 

l 1 l l 
3 1 3 1 
3 1 
3 l 3 l 
3 2 

· 3 1 
4 1 
3 l 

I 
1 I 

Requirements fl)1" Gr aduation ... 12.8 ...... Semester hours 
,. I 

Total Semeste/ !,our/1ecured .... l~ ... , ............................ . 

~ ···~. 



llntbersttp of t)ennsplbanta 

THE GRADUATE SCHOOL 

~bis ts to C!Certtf !' That during the years 1928-30. 

FANNIN SAFFORE BELCHER 

has pursued and received credit for the graduate courses named below: 

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION SEMESTER CREDITS• 
1928-29 (First Term) (Second Term) 

English Pro-sEl!linary 2 2 
English Medieval Drama 2 XXX 

English The American Drama, 1767, 1870 2 XXX 

English 19th Century Prose :from Early 
Reviews to Car~le XXX 2 

English American Drama from 1870 to Present XXX 2 
1929-30 

English Development of American Fiction 2 2 
English 19th Century Prose from Ruskin to 

Stevenson 2 XXX 
English Literature or the 15th Century 2 2 
English Philosophical Writers in English 

Literature ~ XXX 2 
The degree of Master of Arts was conferred upon him by is Univer 

on June 18 1930. 

• A semester credit represents one hour a week for a seme■ter in lecture or ~ecitation, or two hours a week for 
a semester of laboratory work. 
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LETTERS OF REFERENCE 

Fannin S . Belcher, Jr. 

Mr. David Kirby , Secretary, State Board of Education, Charleston, W. Va . 

F. s. Belcher, Drama and English, West Virginia State College, 

I nstitute , West Virginia, received his Master of Arts degree f rom the University 

of Pennsylvania, 1930, i ncluding considerable work in drama, accordi ng to of fici a l 

r ecords i n this office . 

Mr . Belcher has had nine years' experience in teaching, seven 

in his present position. 

Personally, I am enthusiastic about the work Mr. Belcher has 

carried on in the development of the dramatic and artistic instincts in the 

Negro race . The concomitants of personal responsibility , independence, and 

other attributes of good citizenship are not neglected. I r ecommend him un­

reservedly for the Julius Rosenwald fellowship . 

Mr. David A. Lane , J r. , Dean, Louisville Municipal College for Negroes, 
Louisville , Kentucky 

I am glad to give to Mr. Belcher a most unqualified recommenda­

tion . From personal observation I am able to vouch f or the accuracy of the 

description of what he has done in the field of dramatics as it appears in 

Section II of his Plan of Work. During the years that he has been connected 

with West Virginia State College, beginning in a small way and developing, he 

has done a r emarkable j ob of making the Negro high schools of the state , and, 

in fact, the state "play-consci ous." In crea ting and developing the Little 

Theatre at West Virginia State College he has shown r are originality, skill, 

and ingenuity. I consider that Edmonds of Dillard University and he are the 

two Negroes who stand out in the field. 

iL 
I ~~ 

Mr. C. R. Boothby. Director of Dramatics, 40 Glenn Aven~f:}>ort Chester, N. Y. 
-✓ 

Mr. Fannin S. Belcher is known to me in severa-i ways. He 
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(Letters of Reference - Fannin S. Belcher, J r . ) 

was, first of all, the outstanding student in creative writing in my classes 

at Lincoln University, Pennsylvania, during the year 1926-1927. His ability 

to create original plots, to execute these plots with a degr ee of finality and 

finesse , together with a sane outlook and philosophy of life won for him my 

personal r egard both as a student and as a friend . Such marked ability did 

Mr . Belcher possess in the realm of writing and drama that I asked the college 

authorities to permit him to return to the college in the capacity of a reader 

of papers for me during the year 1927-1928. This work was done by Belcher in 

such a satisfactory manner that he was given several classes to instruct i n 

the elementary forms of writing and debating. Again, his work proved worthy 

of commendation, so much so, in f act, that he was added to the list of student 

instructors at the univer sit y f or two year s . 

My immediate contact with Mr . Belcher ceased in 193t . Since 

tha. t time I have kept in touch with him and have followed his work with s ome 

interest. He has spent these years Bt West Virginia Institute, where I have 

been told he has done a magnificent piece of pioneering work in creative work 

in the realm of dramatics . This work bespeaks his untiring labor in whatever 

field of activity he may engage . He has always been a boundless worker forging 

ahead to far distant goals of endeavor. All of the reports which have reached 

me during the past few years have been excellent concerning Belcher1 s activities 

and accomplishments. 

Morall y , I should like to state that Mr . Belcher is f ar above 

the average Negro boy. He possesses one of the finest characters I have ever 

witnessed in any colored youth. Mentally, be is gifted far above the average 

Negro, having for parents two very talented folks , who possess not only college 

educations, but social position and pr estiege among the~T race . Physicall y , 

Mr. Belcher is slight and f rail. But this has ne~er b~~n a hindrance to him~ 
I 1'l.1, 

frtIDr 
{'" ' 
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for he possesses much energy and untold determination. 

Financially, I know that during the past few years Mr. Belcher 

has met reverses and has had to dig deep into his funds to assist other members 

of his f amily. I know from past experience that he will be most cautious and 

wise in the use of funds extended to him f or the furthering of his education. 

I whole-heartedly recommend him as a candidate for the Rosenwald fel lowship to 

Yale . I believe that he would pr oduce the desired r esults outlined in the 

papers which he has submitted to you. I heartily urge you to give him every 

possible consideration which is possible. 

Dr . J ohn W. Davis, President, West Virginia State College, Institute, W. Va . 

Mr . F. S. Belcher has unusual ability in the field of drama. 

His work at West Virginia State College in this field has produced for the 

college and state v aluable results in culture. I t is interesting to review what 

has been a ccomplished in West Virginia by Mr. Belcher when he has had so little 

of dramatic talent to work with. In addition, little, if any financial support 

of an appr eciable sort has been placed at his disposal . No one in this state 

will raise any question as to his ability to pursue the plan of work as outlined 

by him in connection with his proposed study for a year. 

Mr . Belcher possesses per sonal charm and certain i ndispensable 

characteristics which seem to be necessary in achieving splendid results in 

the field of drama. . 

I am very much i nterested in Mr . Belcher' s plan of work. It 

is my belief that he will be able to do much toward r emoving the hit- and-miss 

atmosphere which now characterizes the participation on the part of Negroes in 

drama and give to it a standing based upon cr eativ_y merit. The'plan of work, 

4~ D 
r✓ , 
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(Letters of Reference - Fannin S. Belcher, J r .) 

rightly followed , would r emove -the Negro as a "natural" actor and make of him 

an actor who bases his work upon an intellectual b ackground. Much needs to be 

done in this connection. 

I t i s my hope that Mr . Belcher may be given the opportunity 

to fol low through his plan of work, as outlined. 

Mr . Sterling Brown, Director of Dramatics , Howard University, V1ashington, D. C. 

Mr. Fanni n Belcher i s i n my estimati on one of t he most 

abl e and conscient ious director s of dramatics i n Negr o colleges . 

I have visited ~est Virginia St ate College and have seen 

i\1r . Belcher 1 s l aboratory workshop, which , i n spi t e of limited facili t i es , was 

nevertheless first rate. I have talked wi t h students under hi s di rection and 

wi th people who have seen hi s pr oduct i ons. They ~ere uni for mly enthusi astic . 

I served as judge at one of his state wi de hi gh school tournaments , which was 

an eye-opener t o me . The t echnical s i de of pr oduction for whi ch Mr . tlelcher 

was responsible was handl ed with smoothnes~ and di spatch. I could see al so 

that Mr . Bel cher was i n l ar ge measure r esponsible for the good performances 

and the generally f ine dramatic interest mani fested all over the state . He 

has been somet hi ne of an i nspirational f orce i n t he f i el d of drama . His 

tournament i s i n my mind one of the important educat ional projects of ~est 

Virginia. 

I am most favor abl y i mpressed v.i th his pl an for ~ork. I 

am keen to see our colleges advance i n dramatic \'ior k, and I l ook upon Mr. Belcher 

as one of the best peopl e to contri bute to that advance . He i s intelligent , in­

dustrious, and as his pl an indicates , ambiti ous . Jhe ~bilitieS of such a man, 

developed by f urther training t o greatest usB.fulness , J.11e much needed in Negr9 
I ~rt 

lif e . ;fu.JI 
f"' ' 



!).ep~tment of !}rrunu 

Jfmurin Ji,. ~.ekq.er, IDr. 

~est 3liirBinia ~tate CfiolleBe 
Jhmtitute, .el!lt ~irginm 

29 March 1946 

Dr .·Edwi n R. Embree 
Julius RosenPal d Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, Ill inois 

Dear Dr. Fmbree: 

IJL~ fR~ .J L3 
\ 
I 

\ 

\ 
I 

' ! 

\ -- - -

The letter-head will give you my name though i t probabl y 
will not r ecall to you that I studied at the Yale Dr ama 
School under a Rosenwald Fellowship during 1938- 1939 and 
1939-1940. During the following years, I completed my 
work at Yale and, last January, r eceived the Doctor of 
Philosophy degree. 

These details s erve as a background for the enclosed 
letter which Professor Eaton wr ote to me after conpl eting 
the reading of my dissertation, The Pl ace of the Negro 
in the Evolution of the American Theatre . I was in 
New Haven sever al weeks ago and talked with him about 
the suggestion he had made. The conclusion reached was 
that I should write you. 

V1ould the Rosenwald Foundation b€. interested in a work 
of this type and would it finance the publication if in­
terested? I am not c ertain t hat Yale vroulri r el ease one 
of its copies for examination but I have a copy if one 
cannot be secured through Mr. Eaton or the Gr aduate 
School. 

I shall await your opinion and hope that the letter en­
closed will be r eturned . 

Sincerely yours, 

,; ~ 

Fannin s. 'Belch~ r , ( ,- :IIW~~ 
\ _.,) 



MY PROGRESS UNDER MY PRESENT GRANT 

Submitted bys Fannin s. Belcher,Jr. 

Were my progress thus far as a Rosenwald Fellow 

to be measured in terms of completed activities, there 

would be little to record. Since it is not, but rather, I 

hope, by my advancement toward the fuif'il.lment of' the ob-
I 

Jectives outlined in my plan of' work, there is much to 

write. 

Four and a half' months of' my year's stuey at 

the Yale School of' Dr~ have swift]¥ passed. It seems but 
, 

a month ago that I had my first conference with Mr. Nicoll, 

Director of the Drama School. Not only did he point out 

that t,Jere were~ conflicts in my proposed schedule of' 

but also did he suggest that my program of' atuey f'or the 

year, if' not ambitioua, was at least unwise. A f'ew course• 

well done were much more to be desired than a number of' 

courses which, by the very nature of' their i ndividual re­

quirements, could receive o~ superficial attention. 

When the instructors in lighting, make-up and directing 

were consulted and expressed a similar view, I was partly 

convinced that they knew whereof' they spoke. Full con­

viction came as I settled down to my finally approved 

course• in Playw~ing, Dramatic Theory and Criticiam, J.lEcy" 

4 tffi 
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Fannin s. Belcher,Jr. 

Directing, and a required orientation course 1n theatre arta 

and stage production methods. Aside from these, Mr. McCandless 

approved D\Y attend:tng, whenever desired, his lectures on 

stage lighting. 

Each of' theae courses, sing~ and as a whole, are 

proving of' immense value in advancing me toward D\Y ultimate 

goala to receive thoae fundamentals in training that will beat 

equip me to make a worthwhile contribution to the Negro 

Theatre. While the course in play directing is hel.ptul in thia 
• 

respect and is developing within me a confidence which onJ.¥ 

sound knowledge of one's craft can do, I :teal it is but the 

essential. ground work necessary for the advanced training to 

follow. In its emphasis upon rudimentary principles, it. 

otters little opportunity f'or individual assignments other 

than as demonstrated in various group exercises. Those I have 

presented, have met the approval. of' the Instructor and were 

~ instrumental in m.v being permitted, at the beginning 

of' the second semester to enroll or audit in one of' the ad­

vanced cl.asses in directing. I el.ected to audit rather than 

enroll for two reasonaa f'irat, the work of' the f'irat semester 

would still have to be taken, and secondl.Y, the plqa to be 

directed by each member of' the cl.aaa had been assigned. Coa­

sequently, this maJ or proJ ect would alao have to be done 

next year before credit waa given. By auditing, then, I shall 

have no incomplete• on the record and yet profit b,Y cl.aaa 

discuaeiona and the Inaturctor•a 1ecturea. Having ~omp1eted 

the first year course and with the experien~~ I have had, I 
• •/ I 

shall be ab1e next year to register for bo~ advanced c1~ssee 
-✓ 

in directing. 



Fannin s. Belcher, Jr. 

Had it not been for 1l\Y interest in playwriting, the 

instructors in lighting and make-up wou1d have readi~ admitted 

me to their classes. Both felt that the beginning pla_ywright 

should have as much time ao is possible tor creative work. Mr. 

Eaton, Associate Prof'easor of Pl~iting, was of the same 

opinion. Up to the present., I have completed a dramatization 

of Samuel Adams• shortstory, "The Long Tryst"; a radio pl.q, 

"Hurricane", which Mr. Eaton accepted for sullmission to the 

Uew Haven Radio Station, w.r.c.c., now sponaoring weekl;y an 

orig1na1 plq by a Yale Drama School studentJ aix dramati­

zations and two adaptations which have been broadcast over 

w.c.H.s., a Charleston, Weat Virginia, Radio Station; and 

the first dra:t'ts of two one act playa, "Thia Land ot OUra", 

and " 'Twixt The CUp And The Lip"• 

A one act pl,q which I had intended to write be­

came instead a short.story, "Burnt Crust.a", and ma.y-, before 

the end of the year, return to the play form. The scenario 

having been completed, I am now at work on a three act play, 

temporari.J¥ t.1Ued "Big Oak•"• My hope ia that when ae­

lectiona for maJor production by the Drama School. are made 

next Spetember, t.his pl~ will be worthy of incl.usion. The 

production of one of 1l\Y musical. comediea by the Cl.evel.and 

Player• and a one act pl.q each by the Harl.am suitcase 

Theatre ot New York and the Dixwell Playera of New llaven ia 

a distinct possibility. Mr. Ridgley Torrence who has been 

sent by the Rockefeller Foundation to Cleveland talked with 

me about the musical.; Yr. Hughes of the Suit case Theatre 
I. I, 

and Mr. Wheatl.ey of the Dixwell Pl~•r• arat,: int.ereated in 
h 
{'" ' the one act plqa. 



Fannin s. Belcher, Jr. 

Although this ie the extent of my pl~iting ac­

tivities, I h&Ye done several research papers and criticu 

reviews ot New York playa for the seminar course in Dra­

matic Theory and Criticism. Under the inspiring auper­

viaion ot Mr. Nicoll who teaches this course, I have begun, 

outside of claaa requirement•, w~at I hope will be one ot 

my most ambitious undertakinges a book on the Negro and The 

American Theatre. Aa out1inec! at the moment a chapter ia to 

devoted to each of the f ollowing phasea o-£ the subjects 
'-

"Critic• and Negro Playa on the 
Prof'e1sional. Stage(l859-l939 )" 

"Negro Plqa on the Bon-Professional 
Stage" 

"The Negro Character in American Pl.eys" 
"The Negro Playwright" 
"The Critic• and Negro Actor•" 
"New York Producers and Play Agents and 

Playa of Negro Life" 
"Negro Musical Comedies, Revuea, and 

Folk Operaa" 
"The Negro Little Theatre and The Drama 

Actiwitiea of The Federal Theatre 
Unite" 

"The Statua of Dramatics in Negro Schools 
and College•" 

"The Negro stage Technician" 

A seriea of bibliographies i n the appendix will include all. 

artic1ea published on Negro Drama, all available lists of 

Negro plqa, and a chronological chart of facts relating to 

each. Interapered throughou~ will be photostat4c copies ot 

pla_ybilla and photographs of production acenes. It. is m;y in­

tention, through diligent reaearcb, interviews, and corres­

pondence, to prepare an exhaustive and a comprehensive 

source book oft.he Negro in both the pJ,f'eesional. and non-

professional theatre. 1.(1, 
I 't,. J, 

Reau1t.a ao far have been encourag~. The chapter ., 



Fannin s. Bel.cher, Jr. 

on "The Critics and Negro Pl.eyau, the chronological. chart and 

the Play Lista have been written and read by Mr. Uicoll who 

waa quite ent.huaiaatic about it and urged me 1,o go ahead with 

the prc;Ject. The chapter on °Tbe Negro Actor" waa atarte4 but 

bad to be laid dide until I could secure tor examination 

several theaea covering aome aapecta -of the subJect. Slow]¥ 

gathering sh~•, aa unpubl.1abed manuscripts continue to arrive 

from p~ agents and authora, is the chapter on "Negro Pl.qa 

on the Noo-Pro:feasional Stage". The survey o:f drsa.tica in 

tbe ?:legro school.a whi ch :forms the baaia of D\Y discuaaion on 

"The Statua of Scbool and College Dramatics" is under wrq. 

Meamrhil.e, I have been organizing the chapter on "liegro Pl.~• 

and New York Producers and Pl~ Agent•"• It will, in a :fn 

daya, be reaey for Ur. Nicoll'• criticiau. 

By the end of this school. year, the maJor portion of 

the book should be in its first draft. I can only hope, for so 

much o:f it depend.a upon the rapidity witb which I can unearth 

material, make contact• with varioua persona of the theatre, 

receive reaponaea to.- l etters, and procure out-of'-t.he-wq 

theses, articles and manuscripts. In this connection, the 

st.a:f'f' of' the Yale Library ia living Cl8 assistance which I 

never could have secured otherwise. The fact is that being 

here haa made the book more than a dream. Yale'a proximity 

to the New York Publ.ic Library, the Schomburg Collection of 

Negro data, the New York Tbeatree and the Congreasiooal 

Li brary in Washington ha-h enabl ed me to explore mney ~venues 

of' investigation which woul d have been unavailable in Jeet 

Virginia. If I can compJ.ete the work by the end of the school 
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year, t.hen shall follow i mportant revisions and :final organi- ' 

zation :for which Mr. Eaton and Mr. Uicoll's invaluabl.e 

counsel and suggestions will be, I feel, indispensable. 

Despite this stress upon the creative and theoreti­

cal sides of the theatre, I have not been allowed to forsake, 

entire4', practical stage produc,~ion. Drama 9, the orientation 

cour se, sees t.o thatl A series of lectures by each member of 

the Drama School faculty is but a p1--eamble to required appren­

tice work in the theatre workshop. Each student is assig:l:e d 

to a particular crew; it mey be a costume crew, a buil ding 

crew, a property crew or a stage crew- 1.!lork on onJ.¥ two crewa 

is demanded of pleywrigbts. So far I have served II\Y time on 

a stage crew and am now a member oft.be. building crew. No 

doubt by the time I finish with it, I shall be quite an a.dept 

st age carpenter ns I am a scene shifter. Altholli,1). all re­

quirements £or Drama 9 will have been satisfied when I submit 

a production book f'or a one act pla.v ( due next month) , I llave 

asked that I be appointed stage manager tor one of the minor 

productions. The experience should be worthwhile. 

This survey of my course at Yal.e bas attempted to 

present the highlights of my progress as a Rosenwald Fellow. 

Affirmative responses to requests wl1ich woul.d necessitate ac­

tivity outside the Drama School have been strictly limited. 

An extensive reading schedule well occupies tr\Y spare time. I 

have, however, accepted ~nvitations to arttend the piter­

collegiate Drama League Festival and the f~ anniversary 
iii~ 
frffl 
{'"' ' 



Fannin s. Belcbor, Jr. 

- 7 -

c~lebration of the n igh School Players Association which I 

founded. Som~time ago I promi sed to serve again as one of 

the sponsors of a Tri-State Play Tournament and cust make 

good that promise before May. 

As a whole the work at Yale has proved interesting 

and stimulating. I a11 securing the methods and approach 

necessary in the oreanization of a department of drama and a 

laboratory workshop through obae1-vation and a.na.lyaio of a 

well organized department at work. I wanted inspirational 

guj.dance; Mr. Eaton, Ur. Nicoll and tlr. McM:ullan are 

supplying it.. My only regret is that time is far too short 

in which to do all that one desires. !Juch is yet to be done. 

Some of it will be achieved by the end of the year. The 

remainder must await the future. 



M'f PLAN OF WORK 

Submitted bya Fannin s. Belcher, Jr. 

As mentioned in my first application, I have felt 

that, lacking as I did a sound f\mdamental. trainiilg in the 

arts of the theatre, the first year wou1d bring knowledge 

of the tools of' D\Y craft.; the second, skill in their use. 

Thus, my plan of wor k f'or the coming year is essential.J.¥ 

and necessarily similar to that which I have followed 

This year. The period of' training I have begun, I should 

Like to complete. 

During the term of'~ second year' s study, then, 

I want to continue to concentr ate upon theatre art.a, in­

cluding as they do, playwriting, directing, production, 

atage lighting, costuming and make-up. The important pre­

liminary work in each of theae, except two, will be beh:fnd 

me and I shall be f'ully prepared to take advantage of all 

the adVanced couraea denied me*• year. It ia these ad­

vanced courses which are going to give me the st&Dllarda ao 

vital to the stimulation of coamunity drama and tot.he pro­

motion of dramatic work in our Negro oollegea. 

In addition to the general ~...utN work, I pro­

pose to emphasize particular]¥ three t.hibgsa creative 

writing". directing, stage lighting and make-up. The latter 

two are phases of' activity which I was 4nabie to secure thia 
I -year. Yet I want to begin, under supervia~of , my experi-

ILiJ, 
{'" ' 
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ments in make-up for Negro actors as distinct f'rom the stage 

make-up primarily designed for white actors. Thia phase of 

activity has been inspired by personal. experience in pre­

paring student actors for a performance and by the often un­

i ntentional humorous ettects produced by~ students in work­

shop projects in stage make-up following the auggestiona of 

r ecognized texts on the subject. Passively interested at fira\ 

I became active when investigation proved the dearth of spe­

cific material. which would satisfy the requirements of the 

Ngero actor. Notwithstanding their thoroughneas and expert 

handling ot the subject, the present charts and book1eta 1ssutl1 

by the cosmetic companies in the stage make-up market baae both 

their illustrations and suggestions in the use of grease painl, 
powder and lining colors upon the blonde and brunette com­

plexions of Nordics. Thia possibly offers no difficul ty for the 

few trained directors and i ndividual actors but for the host 

of untrained persons who, in good faith, depend upon these 

sources, the situation-otters distinct poasiblltiea. I plan to 

meet this need by building upon accepted fundamentals a se*i•• 
of tested suggestions, a guide-book, in stage make-up for the 

Negro actor, amateur and professional. So far a.s I have been 

able to discover there ia no similar study in process or re­

sults of such a study available. 

Attention, likewise, shotlld be directed to lighting 

the stage for Negro actors. Skilled electricians solve the 

difficulty for professional productions but what of the amateur 

director who enthuaiastically obeys the P7.f.llted ins~ctiona 
. •/ I, 

of the play script when be s~oul.d be usingfl~ts eyes? I intend 
-=-r ' 
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to offer aolutiona to this problem with the assistance of' Mr. 

McCandless, Associate Professor of' Lighting. 

Much has already beenwritten about my work in pl81"­

writing and directing. Should I-. able to crystallize all 

the ideas I have and carry back to my teaching a keen 

technical insight which will foster creative workin my 

students of pr omise , I would feel that the interest of the 

Foundation innzy- career has not been in vain. 

I want to complete, also, the f'intl organization 

of' my book on "The Negro and The American Theatre". It will, 

I believe, fill a definite vacancy in the history of the 

American theatre. Instead of followir'l..g the beaten path of' the 

usual historica1 survey, it attempts to interpret the relation 

and attitude of' the theatre todat to the Negro plqwright, ac­

tor, technician, and play. What ia the attitude of the New 

York producer s and play agents? What is the opinion of the 

critics? What is the opinion of the box-office? Shou1d Negro 

pl ays deal exclusively with folk material? Is a Negro Theatre 

the only final solution for Negro playwrights? Is the sol•tion 

for the professional Negro actor? Is a Negro play audience 

being developed? These ere a f ew of the questions the book pro­

poses to answer in direct q~otationa throughout the chapter• 

already listed in the report of my progress. 

Simply and sincerely phrased, I want to return to 

Yale next yeat to continue my work in drama. Thfs equipped I 

f'eeJ.\t,hat I can do much more than I could without it. 

.__ 



April 3, 1946 

Dear Mr. Belcher: I have reE-<1 with interest ycur lette1· 
of Morch 29 and the encl osure which 

you sent from Professor Ea.ton . Unfortunately, thi~ Funa 
has a fairly definite policy against f i nancillg publicr-ti0ns 
of books or articles. As a mett er of fact, t his i s p·ooably 
the mor-t frequen t requeEt that comes to us. I t woulcl be 
imposr,ible for us to assist all of such applicants . f.nd, 
if "c undertook t o mf'ke selections Mon~ tl::.e~, we woulci. in 
effect heve tc., e'3t up the same kir,d of ecti torial services 
that a publisher maiil t ains. 

r.e have set u~ a very careful uethod 
of sel ecti ng f ellows, but I aw sure we cannot wi sely enter 
the field of publi shing either t he results of our fellows• 
studi es, or the many other publicati ons whi ch are cal l ed t o 
our attention. 

I am sorrJ not to send a aore favorable 
response, but I am sur e you will understR.nd our poeiti on. 

EREdlcG 
Enc. (1) 

Sincerel y yours , 

EowrN R. EMs G. 

llr. tannin s ) J!elcher • J 
Weat V irginJA ss'.ta~te~cr.':o~ll'i:eg::e;-------~ ~.,-;:~ 
Institute, ~est Vir gi nia 



,,. (._ I. 
Please fill out and return in order that we may complete our records 

:~<t:::~~~::r, a. ~~h'-::QYY§~iP. :i 
Present pos1t10n: ... .Pr..o.f..e.Bs.9.r. ... o.f. .. Drama., .... Di.r .e.c.tor. ... Qf ............. . 

...... College Tlleatre .................................................................................... . 

Address: ... W~$..t. .. V..!..r.gin1a ... S.t .at.e ... Colle.g_e., ... Institu.t.e* .... . 

................. West .. Virginia ............................................................................... . 
Significant recent activities: 

Establishment of a Drama Department, West 
Virginia State College 

Inauguration of a stud~ of recreational ac­
wiJ!t~f:gfiii~:lated to juvenile delinquency in 

(Use additional sheet if desired) 

• 

• 



December 16, 1941 

Dear Kr. Belcher: Thank you for your .letter of 

the 26th, which I find on my 

return f rom a 10!18 fiel d trip. Application 

bl.anks have al r eady been sent to Biss Jordan. 

JfCH :MLU 

ar . :earrin '1 :01lettet• rt " ... = 
West Vi rgini a. State College 
IXis t itute, nest llirgini a 

Sincerely yours , 



Yr F S Belcher 

WEST VIRGINIA STATE COLLEGE 

INSTITUTE, WEST VIRGI NIA -·- I · ~- --:,, 
. ~' \ xl50 i 

26 November 1941 ' ___ .1 
---- \ --- l 
: ?-7 !,iaJ . 1) - -\ ------. l~ ~ . 

Yr. William C Haygood 
Director For Fellowship-Julius 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago , Illinois 

Dear h'r Haygooo 

(~ 1---···,· _.:..--1--J 
Rosenwald Fund 

Thi s is to acknowledge your letter of November 17, 
and to express my appreciation for the courtesy 
extended . 

At the moment I have no one in mind who probably 
would fulfill the conditions outlined . '!'he an­
nouncements of the fellow- ships have been forwaraed 
to two persons who have expressed a desire for a 
Rosenwald gr ant . They no doubt have already made 
contact with you or shall do so within the next 
few weeks. One in whom I am interested is Yiss 
~li ?P he t h :o~dan of St. Paul Ins titute . She will 

fl.,Y m-- ·my n~r-e c.. s reference and 1 shall be glad to 
~ rrake th e ·reco~~endation. 

iQ)l"~ Sincerely yours 

ff'. J. ~ 
F S Belcher 

FSB : mim 



FELLO /\/SHIPS 

larch 3, 1341 

Geutleaenr The encloeed bill for tuition tor 

llr. Fannin s. Belcher baa been eent 

to us 1n error. 1111 you please aee t hat thia and 

future bills are sent directly to Ir. Belcher tor 

Bursar•• Office 
Yale Uni•ersit:, 
lew Haven, Connecticut 

c . c . M.r. B€lcher 

Very truly yours, 

?~ 

Stic~etary to Miss Elvidge 



WEST VIRGINIA STATE COLLEGE 

INSTITUTE. WEST VIRGINIA FE1-LOWSHIPS 
OPPICK OP THK DEAN 

26 October 1940 

Miss Margaret Utley 
Secretary to ~~ Reynolds 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Mi.as Utley 

HARRISON H , PERRELL, Dl:AN 

- ----1-------· 

I was very gle.d to receive your letter of October 24. 

as granted e.nother leave of absence by West Vir­
-- ...,fflff""e"elflefi'9',tii-.-..-ld is at present again enrolled in Yale 

University. For the current year Mr Belcher is studying at 
his own expense. His address is 45 Dickerman Street, New 
Haven, Connect icut. 

The information you wrote concerning Mr Peggr am is appreciated, 
and puzzling. 

It will be a pleasure t o respond at any time to your request 
for r efer ences. I shall always be grateful to you and the 
Julius Rosen¼ald Fund for your past courtesy and consideration. 

Sincerely yours, 

Dean 

mth 



FELLOVvSr~IPS 

October 24, 1940 

Dea?" Dean Ferrell, I am preparing some material 
£or the fall meeting of the 

Board, and up to the present time I have been 
unable to get in touch with Mr. Belcher. I assume 
t.ha.t he has returned to West Virginia State College, 
but I should like to know his rank, the progress ot 
his :wor k tO\rard his degree, and a.xzytlti.ng else in 
which the Board would be interes ted. A note giYing 
these £acts by t'iednesday will be in time to include 
late information regarding hi.a i n the report. 

Word reached us today that 
•r. PeggraI:1 is unwilling ·to leave Ital;y- at this 
time in spite of our having arranged f or his trana­
portat.i.on to thi.s country through the off ice of the 
American Export Lines. Jus t why the report does mt 
say-. 

I hope your work in going well 
this fall. No doubt we ,,ill be in touch with you 
asking for many ref'e-rences before the year is onr, 
and I hope your patience continues to hold out. 

Very truly yours, 
'"' ~ET L ! tr-

Secretary to Mr. Reynolds 

Dean Harrison H. Ferrell 
last Virginia State College 
Institute, West Virginia 

I,.\ \ \., 



FELLO\l\1S\-HPS 

Edwin R. Embree 
President 

Marqare t S. Simon 
Secretary 

D. A. Elvid9e 
Comptrol ler 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
490 1 Ellis Aver,ue 

CHICAGO 

September 24, 1940 

NEGRO HEALTH 

Director 
M.O. Bousfie ld,M.D. 

Consultants 
Franklin C.Mclean,M.D. 

Clifford E.Waller,M.D .. U.S.P.H.S. 

Dear Mr. Belcher; Our trustees have a continuing i nterest in the 
work and progress of those who have held Rosen­

wald Fund fellowships, and we are now in the process of preparing a 
report for the fall meeting. We will gr eatly appreciate your bringing 
us up-to-date on your career since you were awarded a fellowship, and 
to expedite your furnishing this information we have listed several 
questions at the bottom of the page. Wil l you please answer these and 
return this sheet to us at your earliest convenience? 

~ Fs.rup.n s_. Belcher 
West Virgriiia SCfttl! "'1illlgh,... 
I nstitute, West Virginia 

Addr ess : 
45 Dickerman Street 
New Haven Conn. 

Present Positi on: 

/ Graduate Student, 
Address: 

Very truly yours , 

>a-c~ --A-- ... ~ 
Director f or Fellowships 

Yale University 

Box 1960, Yal e Station, New Haven, Conn. 
Have you received a promoti on or a sale,ry increase since your fellow­
ship was awarded? 

No, since I am still on l eave of absenc e 
Degrees received during and since your award, with dates: 

None . Am a prospect for Ph. D. in June , 1941 
Publications, if any: 

None 

Special honors or activiti es : 

None 
General remarks: 

Am continuing the work begun unde t he Fel lowshi 



Mi s s Dorothy Elvidge 
Julius Rosenwal d Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Miss Elvidge: 

FELLOWSHIPS 
Box 150 
Institute, West Virginia 
June 14 , 1940 

--- -- -~'~o t!£ lo/; 7 

-· 

I I 

Your letter, forwarded from New Haven , r eached me t oday . I 
regret that the Bursar's Office, Yale Univer sity, cont i nues 
to trouble you with incidental details. 

Som etime ago, I reques ted that all bills be s ent di rectl y 
to me. A note was made of it and I a s sumed i t would be done; 
hence the delay in making final payment . 

Be assured that the matter will be satisfactorily ad justed 
immediately. 

Cordially yours , 

J.-3.~ 
F. S. Belcher 

I __ I 
I 

I 



. -. 

MR. F S Bel cher 2 art (drama) g 
,rn-ni <!lce'Imen-St 

June 10 1940 
To YALE UNIVERSITY, DR. 

FREDERIC B. JOHNSON, BURSAR 

Univ Library Fine . g 2 18 
,, ,, ,, i- /11.L,~,.J 0 a.-1!-aA-~ ? . ' 8 

.ad ~ 
JI _g t,, 

THIS BILL IS NOW DUE and will become overdue if not paid 
on or before June 14 

Remittances should be made payable to Yale University. Exchange on New York
1 

Boston, Philadelphia, Chicago, and New Haven is received at par. 
Please present this bill when payment is made. ; 
Receipt will not be mailed unless requested. ~ 
This bill is payable at the BURSAR'S OFFICE, Durfee Ha/1,1 Office Hours, 9 A.M. 

lo 4 P.M.; Saturdays, 9 A.M. to I P.M. 



YALE UNIVERSITY 
BURSAR'S OFFICE 

DURFEE HALL 

The attention of all candidates for degrees is called to the rule of the 
Corporation which forbids the delivery of a candidate's DIPLOMA at 
the COMMENCEMENT exercises, or the printing of his name on the COM­
MENCEMENT PROGRAM, unless all his accounts with the University are 
settled by the Friday before COMMENCEMENT. 

Because the Dining Halls will continue in operation through 
luncheon on June 8 it will be impossible to prepare final bills earlier 
than June 12. These bills will be held at the Bursar's Office where 
they should be paid on or before June 14. 

Those who expect to be ABSENT from the city during the week im­
mediately preceding COMMENCEMENT week should make arrange­
ments for the settlement of their accounts before the expiration of 
the time limit. 



June lO, 19,0 

Dear Ir. Belchers I have received a 
second notice from 

Yale Univereity ahow1ng t&.68 due for 
library tin••• Thia aaount 1a ude up 

ai in the two invoices forwarded to you in 
U ao- lettera ot .lpril 22 and 29. l should 

appreciate it very 1110b it you would 
etraighten out tbie account directly 
with the University authorit1oe. 

Very truly yours,,, 

DAlaRW 
DOROTHY A. ELVIOGE 

FELLOWSHJPS 



(v t, l,J._,, 711 ,,u__ 

FELLOWSHIPS 

June 10, 1940 

GentleMDa ill of the tund1 in the 

fellowahip to llr. ramun 
- ~, .. ~-Sif~~ 

s. Belcher Wtll been paid to him. Th• 
, - 111 l al 

encloaed char1e tor library fine• ehould 

be collected troa Mr. Belcher. 

Very truly youra1 

D.llaRI 

Bursar•& Otf'ice 
Iale University 
le• Haven, Connecticut 

DOROTHY A. ELVIDGE 



FELLOWSHIPS 

May 5l, lMO 

Dear llr. Belcher: 'l'h~ enclosed ched, for $225 
represent s the f i nal install­

ment on t he f ellowship awaroed t o you l ast yeP..r. 

I t has been a pl easure t o hs:re 
been o.ble t o assist you i n .f'urther ing your study in 
t he ! iuld drama. • ~ hope t hAt you huve enjoyed your 
work during the past two yeara. 

Dil::RW 

llr. laDllin S. Belcher 
,, Dh:1ce1 rm eer11e e · 
le• Haven, Connecticut 

Very truly yours, 

DOROTHY A. ELVIDGE 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue FJ:"I I QWSH I PS 

CHICAGO 1---

To 
~fr. Fa'1n1n a. Belcher, Jr. 

Payment Voucher No. 1270 

AC iFi- ..,.,. ..._ 41¢4 4 *-

45 Dict•ffl&.~ Strc~t 
Date 

linal inatallllellt on tello.-.bip aranted 4/12/&9 - - - - - - - - - t22&.oo 

Ck.123068 

Accounts 

Negro lellowahipe 

Prepared by 

AN 
Checked by 

Appropriation No. Debit 

Posted by 

Credit 

Comptroller 



Julius Rosenwald Eund 
4901 Ellis Avenue - i:.L _Q\VSH ~ PS 

CHICAGO 

To Payment Voucher No. uie 
Mr. Feunin s. Dclcher, Jr. 

Date J.pr11 50, 1940 

New Hav~n, Connecticut 

Tonth inet~..llnent on fellowship ~r ant - - - - - - - - - - - - - $100.00 

Accounts Appropriation No, Debit Credit 

Negro Fello•ships 38-9 $100.00 

Prepared by 
All 

Checked by Posted by 

Com troller 



April 29, 1940 

Dear IT. Belcher, Enclosed ia a bill r eceived 

from. Yale University thia 

110rning for library tine. Rather than upset your 

payment plan, I aa forwarding this e~all invoice to 

you tor payment. 

llr. Fannin S. Belcher . e 
I'S nr~keraan ~tre;t TT 

Hew Haven, Connecticut 

Very truly yours, 

r 

l 

DOROTHY A. ELVIDGE' 



FELLO\VSl·-11 PS 

.april ~s, 1940 

Dear Mr. Belcher, The enclosed bill for t2. 0O 

~e.3 s ent to us by Yale Cnlv~rsit7. I t ho~ht 

poasibly you would r nthbr tuke care of this allall 

plsn. 

JC!:• Fannin S. Bel cher, J r . 
45 bici eriiin Street 4 

dew Hnven, Connecticut 

Very tru.ly yours, 

r 

l 



To 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 

Llr . F~ r1i n S . BelchE r 1 Jr. 
s e 4. 

.45 Dickerman t.tre:ot 

~ew Htvcn, Conn~cticut 

4901 Ellis Avenue f.=' F 
CHICAGO 

Payment Voucher No. 984 

Date M ... rch ~9, 194.0 

Ninth instullmcnt on fellc~~hi p grent - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - t l 25. 00 

Accounts 

~egrc Fellcwshipe 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

AM 

Appropriation No. 

58- 9 

Debit 

$125. 00 

Credit 

Comptroller 



Dear Mr. Belcher: 

■arch 4 1 1940 

The enclosed bill for library 

tine has been sent directl y to 

us. I presume you will 118Jlt to s.ake payment of t his 

small c.mount rather than to upset your fellowship 

payment plan. 

tE:ili 

Jlr. Fecrfr •• ie~shsr 
46 Dickerman Street 
Iew Haven, Connecticut 

Very truly yours, 



Julius Rosenwald Fund LOWS 
4901 Ellis A venue - t.:. L 

CHICAGO 
IPS 

To Payment Voucher No. 877 

Date February 29, 1940 

New Haven, Oo.rmeotiout 

Ei~hth paysel'lt on tellowlJhip granted 4/12/'l-9 - - - - - - - - - - ... $100.00 

Accounts ~ppropriatioo No. Debit Credit 

Negro Fellowships t100.oo 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

DAE 
Comptroller 



,.__ 

Pebruar, 2, 1940 

Dear Ir. Belchera Froa t.he enclosed copy of a 
letter to tale Univerait7, 

you will see that 7our teea tor the current eeaeater 
have been paid in full. The charge is ade up ot 
$175 tor tuition and $7.50 for an equipaent f'ee. 

In your original p&1119nt pl.an, 
you allowed tsso tor tuition. The current payment 
plua $192.50, aent at the beginning of the first 
eeaester, ukea a total of $175, or $25 in exceae ot 
the aaount allowed. Thia f26 rill. h&ve to be deduct.eel 
fro■ one of your aonthl.y inatal.laenta. Unless I hear 
tro■ you to the contrar,, I shall reduce the June l 
inetall ■el\t on your grant troa $250 to $225. 

DEs.111 

••• Haven, Connecticut 

Very truly yours, 

ooro1HY A. El..'li~ 



Febr\11!.?'Y 2, 1940 

Dear Sir: The enclosed check f or $182.50 paye 

in i'ull the tuition char ges tor 

1939-40 school t er11. 

DEsAI. 

Of fice of t he Bur ear 
Yale Univer sity 
lew Ha~en, Connecticut 

CCI llr. F~in S. Belcher 

Very truly yours , 



To 

Bursar' s Office 

Yi:.l e Universi ty 

New H~ven, Connecticut 

Ck.e22526 

Accounts 

Negro Fellows~i ps 

Prepared by Checked by 

AM 

Julius !~s!~':v!!~ Fund- ~LO\t fSH' PS 

Posted by 

CHICAGO 

Payment Voucher No. 025 

Date February 2, 1940 

Appropriation No. 

38- 9 

- - f l 75.00 

7 . 50 

fl8~. 50 

Debit 

$182. 50 

Credit 

Comptroller 



YALE UNIVERSITY 

Fannin S Belch~r 
45 Dickerman St 

To YALE UNIVERSITY, DR. 
Feb l 1940 FREDERIC B. J OHNSON, BURSAR 

Department of Health Fee 
Tuition 2nd half of the current 

college year in the Drama School 175 00 
Room Rent 
Equipment Fee 7 50 182 50 ~ 

'i •), 
0 t:..,',,.~ 

·' IMPORTANT 
'Tbt rtgulali<>ns of lbt University rtlJuirt paymml o[)l,is bill lo bt madt on or bef ort 

Feb 15 , on which date the Bursar will by vote of the 
Corporation be obliged to suspend the registration of any stuJ!ent whose term-bill is 
not paid and to collect is.oo in each such instance, in addition to the amount due, be­
fore registration can be reinstated. -(sEE OTHER SIDE) 



To 

N~w Hr ven, Co~necticut 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 

CHICAGO 

Payment Voucher No. 74~ 

Date J ilOut..ry M , 1940 

Sb.th payment on fcllowah.lp gr&nt - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - $100. 00 

Ck • . 2f:425 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit 

Negro Fel lowship• 58-9 (;100 . 00 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

AM 

Credit 



To 'Far,nin C. !3el cher, Jr. 
...... . ,.,.,.,~~,.-..· ,._. 

45 Li cker~on ~treot 

l~ew H&ven, C0nnccticu.t 

Julius Rosenwald Fund E 
4901 Ellis A venue 

CHICAGO 
G 

Payment Voucher No. 564 

Date Decor. ber 1~, 1930 

• • ►-

Four·th pa~ent on fellowr:.hip granter! 4/l~/59 - - - - - - - - - - - - tl:25. 00 

Accounts 

Negro Fellowshi ps 

Prepared by 

McK 
Checked by Posted by 

Appropriation No. Debit Credit 

38- 9 

Comptroller 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 

To Lu- . Fannin S. B£lcht:r, Jr. ___ ,.....,...,.. _____ ~.~ 
Nt. Hr.ven , Con.:a:cticut 

4901 Ellis Avenue 
CHICAGO 

er-1 
Payment Voucher No. 4£.,:., 

Date ?Io\ t.. h.r 30, l '.'Jt.3 

l -1. r-th 1:let..lJ.ot,at vn fcllo,11:;h:.p trrnt - - - - - - - - - - - - - $1C.J . G:) 

Accounts 

Prepared by 

1!11 
Checked by 

Appropriation No. Debit 

Posted by 

Credit 

Comptroller 



lovember 14, 1959 

Dear Ir. Belchera I plan to be in lew Saven on 

Friday or Saturday of this 

week and should like to talk with ,-ou. Will you 

please leaYe word tor ae at the Taft Hotel, tell­

ing me how I uy get in touch Iii th you? 

Very truly yours, 

llr. Fannin S. Belcher 
te 8'1ts1aa:t1t:N1,wvtn•t:Gi'.fis'ali~~ 
Rew HaYen, Connecticut 

J 



Julius Rosenwald Fund ..... . ~ , ,.. . l • pc 
4901 Ellis Avenue c· l=· L \ (.) V'J ~ r l \ V 

To 
Nr. Fan·1in s . Belcher , Jr. 

45 Dickerman Street 

N6w Hr.Ten, Connecticut 

CHICAGO I -- ,_ 
Payment Voucher No. 3~7 

Date Octocer 31, 19~9 

Third installment on tollov;anip granted 4/12/59 - - - - - - - - - - tlco.oo 

Ck .. #:>1967 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit 

Negro Followshipa 58- 9 t100.oo 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

il 

Credit 

Comptroller 



' I 

October 23, 1959 

Dear Mr . Belcher: A check for i192.50 is 

being sent to Yale University 

today, paying in full yo~ tuition ch&rges for the 

first half of the current year. 

Very truly yow·a, 

.... Mr f.Qanin S. Belcher Jr. 
45 Dicli~f::a1::"m.-r~t iH>~•~ 
New Hbven, Connecticut 



---
Julius Rosenwald Fund \ ' -r--. 

4901 Ellis Avenue F-t:.LLO\/VS\- I ,~v 
To 

tale University 

Buraar•s Office, l)urtee Hall 

Hew liaT~n, Connecticut 

CHICAGO 

Payment Voucher No. $&I 

Date October 25, 1939 

Parment of tuition an~ feee for the fir~t half of the cu~rent 

oolle~e ycer 1n the Drama School for llr. f 5pp3n § , I:}e] chgr 
U Dickerman Street • a~ 
Bew HaYen, Connecticut - - ...$192.10 

Ck.#2lM4 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit 

l egro Fellowehip1 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by IJJnr ., 
j)( 

J .) 

Credit 

/ 

Comptroller 



YALE UNIVERSITY 

MR. Fannin S Be le her 
45 Di ckerman St 

To YALE UNIVERSITY, DR. 
Oct 18 1939 FREDERJC B. JOHNSON, B URSAR 

Department of Health Fee 10 0 0 
Tuition 1 St half of the current 

college year in the Drama School 17 5 0 0 
Room Rent 
Equipment Fee 7 50 192 50* 

I\ -;-, ·. ,..-
IMPORTANT Q-·-JTH'< ,,. - ~ 

'!'be regulations of the University require paymmt of this bill to be made on or bejore 

NOV 2 , on which date the Bursar will by vote of the 
Corporation be obliged to suspend the registration of any st1,1dent whose term-bill is 
not paid and to collect f,5.= in each such instance, in addition to the amount due, be­
fore registration can be reinstated. (sE-E OTHER SIDE) 



Julius Rosenwald Fufcf-!...-Lv\'-. ~ n II V 

To 
·tr. . Fw-.nin S . Belcher 
"'~. "-~ .~~:t;?t': ;_ 
46 ticK~rQan Street 

Now H: ven, Connecticut 

4901 Ellis Avenue 
CHICAGO 

Payment Voucher No. ~69 

Date September 213 , 19~9 

First payzent on tellowahip granted 4./ 12/59 - - - - - - - - - - - • 1150.00 

Ck .i ::.1876 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit 

Begro Fellowship• tuo.oo 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

Al 

Credit 

Comptroller 



Dear Mr. DE:lcher; 

FELLOWS\, i PS 

September 25, 19~9 

Thank you f or your letter 

of September t l. We sh611 

be plec: secl to f ollow th(• p i;;.ymtnt pl.:ul w.1id:: you 

ht.vc outliuui . C:icck:::; i'v:- t.. .. i Lon ,.,-1,.1 b~ s en t. ~o 

Yale Oniver a i t ;; on r ect.:.::._pt o~ an ...,J.Vo1.ce from. tnem. 

Best .vian~s t or o. succestif'ul 

year. 

Very truly yours, 

DOROTHY A. El.VJDGE 

J 



FELLOVvSl-1 I PS 

45 Dickerman Street 
New Haven, Connect i cut 
September 21 , 1939 

st 1/Yl- ~ 
'm. ,l {(y 7J!Ji 

1-

Mi ss Dorothy A. El vidge 
Compt roller, Juli us Rosenwal d Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, I llinois 

Dear Miss Elvi dge: 

f-

Greet ings l I pr esent f or your appr oval the following 
payment pl an of my present Fellows ~ip gr ant : 

My tuition expenses of $350 . 00 I should l i ke to have 
pai d di rectly from your office . The Bursar of Yal e 
Univer sity has been inst ruct ed t o send t he semest er ' s 
bill to you. 

Thi s amount subst racted fr om t he gr ant of $1500 l eaves 
a bal ance of $1150 t o be pai d i n thi s way: 

October •••••••••• $150 . 00 
November ••••••••• 100 . 00 
Dec ember ••••••••• 100 . 00 
J anuary •••••••••• 125. 00 
February ••••••••• 100 . 00 
March •••••••••••• 100 . 00 
April •••••••••••• 125. 00 
May •••••••••••••• 100 . 00 
June •••••• . • ••••• 250 . 00 

$1150 . 00 

1.':i th best of good wi shes to you, a l so the other members 
of your staff who must now watch over me . 

J 

1L)1/ 
.,/) 



FELLOWSHIPS 

Dear llr. Belchera The eclo&ec:l check tor 1165 
represents the tiruu pay-aent 

oa the fellowship grant aw&rd6d to you in April 1938. 
For your inforaation a schedule of tho pe.yaents -.de 
cm thi• award is given below. 

Luguat 51, 1sia - - - - - - - - - - t1ss.oo 
Sap~ember 3C - - - - - - - - - - - - 165.00 
October ii - - - - - - - - - - - - - 165.00 
Octot er :,:4 (~u1.ti ,:n1} - - - - - - - - 192.50 
love.mber ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - l6S.OO 
L eCf.:l!lbU 16 - - - - - - - - - - - - 1es.oo 
ra.nuary ~1, l9t9 - - - - - - - - - - 165.00 
?cbcubry i (tuitlon) - - - - - - - - 157.50 
Febru.ry f8 - - - - - - - - - - - - 165.00 
larch ll - - - - - - - - - -- - - - 165.00 
April 28 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 165.00 
••q ~l - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - l6S.OO 

12,999:99 
When you are ready to begin work under 

your gr,.a.t for t he current ye.u, kindly aeAd • a pe.yaent. 
plan which rill ■eet your needa. 

DEs111 

,._'Ir:. r~ .,,WMIEJ> ,.rn;-w,:.·,,. 
4S !r{ckeraan Street 
le• Ha:Ttn, Com1ect.icut 

lery truly yours, 

DOROTHY A. ELVfOGE 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 

To 
Mr. Fannin s. Belcher, Jr. 

'- 1.• n.-e••-~•_,._,,,, ,s Dickerman Street 

New H~Yen, Connecticut 

4901 Ellis Avenue 
CHICAGO FELLO\J\'S\-i 1 PS 

Payment Voucher No. 8180 

Date May ~l, 1989 

Final payment on tellow•hip aranted 4/16/58 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - t1e&.oo 

Ck.#21~18 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit 

Negro Fellowship• 57-8 $165.00 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

Comptroller 



Julius Rosenwald FundcELLO\f !C: Ll I p0 
4901 Ellis Avenue r . V \...I l , I "-

To 

mr._Fo.nni~ s,- Be19~.lr. 

45 Dickerman Street 

CH IC AG 0 

Payment Voucher No. 8041 

Date 

l'lto·tenth ~ ment on t GU owsh1p granted 4/16/~8 - - - - - - - - - - - $166.00 

Oll:.l2ll67 

AccoW1ts Appropriation No. Debit Credit 

Negro Fellowships $165.00 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

AM 
Comptroller 



45 Dickerman Street 
New Haven, Connecticut 
April 18, 1939 

-------~- - .,_r_...,_ -.-..;,..c--
1 c~-. · ~J/- _f ~ v 

_ piftPI _ 
I I 

0 

Mr. George M. Reynolds 
Director for Fellowships 
Julius Rosenwald Fund -----~--~--
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Mr. Reynolds: 

With sincere appreciation and gratitude I acknowledge 
and accept the renewal grant of Fifteen hundred 
dollars ($1,500) offered me by the Committee on Fell­
owships of the Julius Rosenwald·Fund to assist me in 
carrying forward my study of drama at Yale University. 

I assure you that I shall continue to do all that I 
can to prove myself worthy of the Committee's past 
and present interest and support. 

Enclosed is a program of the West Virgj_nia High School 
Play Tournament which I attended last week-end. Mr. 
McMullan, Director of the Yale University Theatre, 
served us as Critic Judge. 

Respectfully yours, 

1-~ £. ~ 
Fannin s. Belcher 



-
To 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 

CHICAGO 
rci 

Mr. Fa.noJ.n S. B,lcher, Jr •. 

Payment Voucher No. 7906 

Date larch ~l, l9i9 

c/o 'Ira. B. s. Brom 

45 Dickerean Street 

Ck. #21017 

Accounts 

legro Fellowahip1 

Prepared by Checked by 

DAE 

....... 

Appropriation No. Debit 

$165.00 

Posted by 

Credit 

Comptroller 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue ,- t. --LG v' 

CHICAGO v, ft - v 
To Payment Voucher No. 7776 

Mr. Fannin s. Belcher 
Date February 28, 1959 

l ew H~ven, Connecticut 

Ninth inetallruent on fello•ehip ,~anted 4/ 16/38 - - - - - - - - - $165. 00 

Ck.#20842 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit 

Negro Fellows hips li7-8 $165.00 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

All 
Comptroller 



CROSS REFERENCE RECORD 

FIRM NAME OR SUBJECT FELLOWSHIP (BELCHER, F ANNIN) FILE NO. 

DATE 2 27 39 REMARKS Letter from Al l a r d ce Ni coll of 

Belcher Mi s s Graham and 

SEE _ _ ___ _ --=Y=a=l=e::..._,eU=n=i~v~e=r~s=i~t~Y------ - - ---'----~Fl~LEc.:....:..;_No~. ____ _ 

DATE 

FILE CROSS REFERENCE RECORD UNDER NAME OR 
SUBJECT LISTED AT TOP OF THIS SHEET, AND IN 
PROPER DATE ORDER. 
THE PAPERS REFERRED TO SHOULD BE FILED UND• 
ER NAME OR SUBJECT LISTED UNDER "SEE" 

'\'AWMANANDftmEMFG.@. 
ROCHESTER, N. Y. 

SIGNED 

FORM N O. 099CR 



Julius Rosenwald Fu 
4901 Ellis Avenue 

CHICAGO 
LLO\/VSI-IIP~::' 

To 
I t.le U::ivr;.",i y 

Payment Voucher No. 772& 

'l'·u!.tion t:nd feet1 of Ur . l"r:.nnin S . Belcher ro1· aecond hulf of 

currcht yt1.,._r in the Drt:ina School - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - t l 67. 60 

0k.b20'/90 

Accounts 

Negro Fellowships 

Prepared by Checked by 
All 

Appropriation No. 

Posted by 

Debit 

$l f 7 . !30 

Credit 

Comptroller 



YALE UNIVERSITY 

MR. Fannin s Be le he r 
45 Dickerman St 

To YALE UNIVERSITY, Da. 

7 7 2: 
2.. o7'JD 

Feb 1 1939 FREDERIC B. JOHNSON, BURSAR 

Department of Health Fee 
Tuition 2nd half of the current 

college year in the Dram a School 1 7 5 
Room Rent 
:Equi:plIBnt Fee 

00 

182 5 0 * 
~s. / r 

/57 , S"o 

'I'ht regulations of the University require payment of Ibis bill lo be made o or bef or.e 

Feb 1 5, on which date the Bursar will by vote of the 
Corporation be obliged to suspend the registration of any student whose term-bill is 
not paid and to collect t,5.00 in each such instance, in addition to the amount due, be­
fore registration can be reinstated. (SEE OTHER SIDE~ 



To 

45 Dlckcr rnen Strc&t 

New H~vGn, Connecticut 

Accounts 

Negro F~ll~wahips 

Prepared by Checked by 

jJj 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenu~ --, 

C H I CA G O , - , : • 

Payment Voucher No. 'i Mt 

Date 

Appropriation No. Debit 

$,,,165 . 00 

Posted by 

Credit 

Comptroller 



FELLOVV'Sl-1 I PS 

Dec9mber 22, 1938 

Dear &tr. Belcher: Mr. Reynolds is out of the 
office, and tiS he will not 

return until after Chris tmas, I am replying to 
your letter o~ the 18th. 

We are preparing a short 
application form tor re newal of fellowships, and 
I shall be glad to send you one as soon as it is 
ready. The final date for the acceptance of 
applications for renewal has been set as F9bruary 
15. 

holiday season. 
All good wishes for a happy 

Very truly yours, 

----.-..., 
Secretary to Mr. Raynolds 

Jr. 

Sent to 
1901 Fifth Street, H. w. 
Washington, D. C. 



Mr . George M. Reynol ds 
Di rector f or Fell owshi ps 
Julius Rosenwal d Fund 
4901 Elli s Avenue 
Chi cago, Illinois 

Dear Mr . Reynol ds : 

45 Dickerman Street 
New Haven , Connecticut 
December 18, 1938 

I 

~ IJ-;)_ 
-I 

I 
--1-

1 -, --

Since I do not know t he correct method of approach i n 
the pr esent sit uation , I am writi ng to you now sol ely 
f or inf ormati on . 

I am, as you know, studying thi s year on a Rosenwal d 
Fell owshi p a t t he Yale School of Dr ama . I f possibl e ,I 
shoul d like to apply for a renewal of t he f ellowship 
f or 1939-40 . The quest ion i n my mi nd i s whet her or not 
I should make application before Januar y 10 or wai t 
unti l t he end of my fir s t semester ' s wor k. 

~ill you sol ve t hi s probl em f or me as well as i n s truct 
me as to t he f orm thi s renewal &ppli ca t i on should t ake? 

[ 

Pl ease address your response to 1901 Fifth Street, 

/ 
Nort hwest , Washing ton, D. C. where I am planni ng to 
spend t he Chri s t mas hol idays while wor k i ng a t t he Con-

{ 
gressi onal Libr ary. 

I 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue - r-, , ,-... '"°"\ 

CHICAGO - L . I ' \, ~\Jt ! ! V 
To Payment Voucher No. 7$ll 

■r. Fannin S. Belcher, Jr • 
....._......... ~ .,; · l!!Ct,•-~ Date December 161 l9S8 

45 Dickerman Street 

.New HaTen, Connecticut 

Sixth puy~ent on f ellowship granted 4/ 16/ 38 - - - - - - - - - tl65.00 

Ck.li0148 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit 

l egro Fellowship• 57-8 tl66.00 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

AM 
Com troller 



Dear !Ir. Belchera 

FELLOV✓SHlPS 

December 15, 1958 

T.bank you r or your letter ot 

Dec-.ber 9. I oan eull;y 

understand 7O\ll" attitude toward the courNa and tor-.l 

atudiea. I iugine these are ot 110re 'ftlue than ther 

aq- aeea at the aoment. I hope tbe;y do not interfere 

with ;rour getting a fair aaount ot actiw work 1n 

1 creatiw tielna. 

Very truly 70ura, 

ERE1J'W 

Jlr. Peno1n s. Belcher lr. - n ·mr.n1B1',lme.y·~~--~;;;,,.... ;>.,; 
Bew Haven, Connecticut 



FELLO~\'S I-~ I P5 
,.') t AtJ - i~- , 

45 Dickerman Street 
New Haven, Connecticut 
December 9 , 1938 

~l f /-1--- 13 

I.Ir . Edwin R. Embree, President~~ 

0 
Julius Rosenwald F'um. 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Ur . Embree : 

I thought you might be interested in receiving some word .t"rom 
me concerning my activities at the Yale School of Drama. Ac­
ti vi ties? Faculty an:1 seasoned students ·.vould laugh at my eri­
ploying this term to cover the innumerable tasks we :irst 
year stuients have to perform arrl the obscure place we -"ill 
in the organization. 

And in my prejudiced estimation the organization arrl proce-
dure established here are comparabl e to acy- university an:l 
professional theatre acy-where . This rigid organization was , 
in a sense , my urrloing . There were courses required o: all en­
tering students nhich serve as a sort of "you-know- my- rnethods­
and-language" background for the adva nced courses . An ef'fer-
tive technique , I think; yet it leaves the student -"ully aware 
that the entire set -up is based upon the as !':umption that he 
will spen~ at least t wo years here . I tried to escape these in­
troductory courses but to no avail. Once in them(an orientation 
and production crew course am a fumamentals of dir ecting course), 
however , I discovered their worth and interest. In a~~ition to 
these two courses , I am enrolled in Play-vriting with Lfr . Eaton 
an:l. a dramatic criticism seminar comucted by Mr . Nicoll , one o: 
the most scholarly men with whom I have ever come in contart . 

With the exception of the pl aywriting an:l. occasionally , t~e 8eMi­
nar course, there is little oppm-tunity ror irrlividual achievP­
ment . The emphasis , for the most part , is on group effort . Several 
reports and papers submitted in the seminar have earned ·u- . m­
coll ' s approval; several original Sf'ripts -"or ?.1r . Ea ton, "a.vorahly 
rec8ived. At present I am revising a ra~io play which is to he 
presented by the local radio station 1·1hich is sponsoring a Ya.le 
Drama. School '!i.alf-hour. F'ollo·dng this comes the .t"irst original one 
act play . I am also beginning my statistical "10rk on my resea1"f'h 
project of the Negro in Drruna . !lr . Nicoll "On"i~ers it il'l'I701"tant 
arrl is serving as my advisor. So far I ~ave done npthing in naKe­
up and stage lighting . I havB talked 1ori th th~ in¾'t>Uctors . n r 11a-rge 
of these courses but ,as not permitte1 to eru1oll ,p~~,.ause o~ the 
time require1 for pl aywriti ng and production crew, ~~p;k. 

✓ 



- 2 -

Considering the time I have to sp,3rrl in wooing my creative writing J'l'lUS~ 

plus the long weary hours hand.ling scenery(once ,..rom 7 :30p. m. to A: 20 
a . m. but usually from 7: 50-midnight) , I aimit that there is little tim~ 
for more than the four courses I am talcing . At other times , though, I 
wonder what you would think. Exp~rienced acq_uaintances say that all 
first year s tuients are restive during the first seoester but later lqarn 
the value of Yale ' s e□phasis upon quality rather than quant i ty . I l ook 
forward to my conversion. 

All in all-am I hope that you have already received this ii'lpr~ssion--I 
am thoroughly enj oying the work here anl am trying t o do my best . Only 
in this way can I show my deep appreciation to you arrl the Committee ror 
Fellowships . 

SincerBly yours , 

+a .. ~ .. $. ~L~n~ 
fannin S. Belc~~~-



.,. 
Julius Rosenwald Fun~-- ,.._. -. .,"' ,_; 1 CY""" 

4901 Ellis Avenue (·- t:.LL V v ·v \J , l I l ~ 

To 
Mr . Fennin s. B<>lcher, Jr . ----:----:--............ _ 

rs~ 
ickermcn ..,treet 

N ff Hnven, Ccnnecttcut 

CHICAGO 

Payment Voucher No. 7~G9 

Fifth ?tlf:t.t nt on fello"l'.Ohip {.;r ented ~/16/58 - - - - - - - - - - - - - (165. 00 

Ck .lt0402 

Accounts 

Begro Fello~shipa 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

Appropriation No. 

S7-8 

Debit 

$165.00 
Credit 

Comptroller 



Julius Rosenwald Fun~l.. . , ,,.... r J · '"".:"S 
4901 Ellis A venue•-_:-

1 .J 'J •...,,}) J J 1 V 
CHICAGef ,_,-'- .._., 

To Payment Voucher No. 71.80 
•r. Fannin S. Belcher, Jr. 

- ,,._...,,a,,a-,.ll,c sd "C1sWz·/J;I\., ,~""; ~!,ti Date October 31, 1938 
ti Dickerman Street 

New lb.ven, Connecticut 

Thi?'(;' pa:,r.tt?nt on tello•eh1, cra11tcd 4/16/SS - - - - - - - - - - - - - - t1ea.oo 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit 

Negro Fellowships t\7-8 $166.00 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

.All Com troller 



October 2S, l9li8 

Dear~- Bel cher: !his letter is t o l et you 
know that we h.a.ve sent a check 

for f l92 .50 to the Bursu:- of Yale Unlver3it7 to cover 
your fees for the current semester . This a.inoUllt was 
81'.1de. t=.p of the f ollowing i lel!Bt 

Tuition in Drema School - - - - - - $175.00 
Depart_.nt. of Health F'ee - - - - - 10.00 
F.:quip,1ent Fee - - - - - - - - - - - 7.50 

1192.50 

You •ill remember that in set­
ting up th€ payment plan for your fello3shlp we r e­
served $350 for tuition. le s hall deduct f'roa your 
l ast aonthly installment the diff~rence between the 
total we shall pay to Yal e tor tuition (for both 
semest er s ) nnd the f3SO which has been reserved for 
this plU'pose. 

DE:AI 

Mr. Fannin S . Belph;F I J.f, ~ 
11 

n , ... 
- 4e ~let@riiali Street 

Ne• Haven, Connecticut 

Very truly yours , 

r 

l 

h -. l 

., 



Julius Rosenwald Fund \JCH,p~ 
4901 Ellis Avenue F L.-i_LO \i V 0 , l 1 '- ) 

CHICAGO 

To Payment Voucher No. 7H.!. 
Yale thlvr"?.·d.ty 

Office of th~ Eur~er 
Date Octobor li?41 1958 

New & ven, Connecticut 

Your st~ tcmcnt t o P.k. Funni'l S. BelohPr for tui tion and -fee e tor 'the first ll!lJ.:t' of the cm·rcnt college yeer - - - 1192.10 

(Department of Health Fee - - - - - - - - - tl0.00 
Tuition in Drame School - - - - - - - 175.00 
Equipment Fee - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 7.60 *192:IP 

Accounts 

Negro Fellowships 

Prepared by 

AM 
Checked by 

Appropriation No. 

57-8 

Posted by 

Debit 

t l92.50 
Credit 

Com troller 



YALE UNIVERSITY 

M Fannin Belcher R. 
45 :Oicke rman St 

To YALE UNIVERSITY, DR. 
Oat 20 1938 FREDERIC B. JOHNSON, BURSAR 

Department of Health Fee 

Tuition 1 st half of the current 
college year in the Drama School 

Equipment Fee 
Room Rent 

10 00 

175 00 
7 50 192 50* 

DOROTHY A. ELVIDGt: 

THIS BILL IS NOW DUE and will become overdue if not paid 
on or before NOV 4 
Hit is not paid by that date registration will be suspended. 

I 

•\~I~~ 
•• ?> 

"], 

(SE& OTHER SIDE) 



Julius Rose~wald Fund _,_ , t-. 01 \ 1 o c 
4901 Elhs Avenue Ft_! I OVV 01 \ i '-

CH I CA GO ~ "-

To 
r . F,nnln S. Belcher, Jr . ~ · ~ .1.m~ . 

1901 Fifth Street N. ; . 

Accounts 

Nogro Fel lowships 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

Payment Voucher Nd. 7150 

Date ! cptt.:nb{lt- io, l9t6 

Appropriation No. Debit Credit 

37-8 ~166 . 00 

Comptro llei: 
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Julius Rose~wald F v.wlLLO\ A I" H •ps· 
- 4901 Eilts Avenue t- t:. . V" 0 r 

CHICAGO 

To 
Mr. ?c.nn1n s. Dclcht r , Jr. 

...... ,,._.191- J2b:rW'~~~✓- ~➔ ~ J~io. 't, ~ 

1901 Fi f th f. treet N. ff. 

Payment Voucher No. 

Date 

704.6 

Fi:ct :5yment on fello~3hip gr unted 4/16/~8 - - - - - - - - - $165.00 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit 

N b~O Fellows hips fl65 .00 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

Al( 
Comptroller 



FELL0WSH1PB 

Augus t }:51 1958 

De~r Mr . Belch~r : The payment plan ou~lined 
in your recent lct~er i s 

entirely agr eeable to us . Ki ndlJ esk the Bursar 
ut the Univer si ty to s ena us an i nvoice covering 
your tui tion cherges , 1:;,.nd 1 shall see tha t a 
check it; sent pr ouptly . A check for $-165 will 
be ::wnt t o you on t he fir:ct or ea.ch month f rom 
Septer.:ber 1 t o end including Jun~ 1. 

Kindly keep us informed 
of your current d.ddress so t he.t you '!fill exper­
ience no del ay in receiving these paya eu tB . 

DE:AM 

Mr. Fannin s. Belcher, Jr. 
- 190£ '!1tt!f ~ffl~',i~,-_.,..~:iwi .... ,~ 

·nt..shington, D. C. 

Ver y truly your s , 

J 

, 

\ 



FELLOWSHIP$ 
~e CWest CVirginia fl!layers 

= W= E=S=T= V=l=R=G=I N= IA= S=T= A=T=E= C= O=L= L=E=G= E= I ..A.. """':,.:;,::'c"'" 
BOX 150 ••• I NSTITUTE , W EST V I RGI N IA ~ 

Lu ss ~orot hy ~lvidge 
Compt r oller , Julius Rosenwal d 
~901 ~llis Avenue 
Chicago, I llinois 

.Je~r liuss .r.Uvidge: 

J..ugust 23 , 1938 

:1 

,\ t the su~gesti on of I,JJ-s . !,ce rri ll I wa sub:nit t i ng for your E-,t,_prov~l 
my pl an for t he payments o,i t he f ello\1shi p bwar ded me by the Bosen­
mtld FOuna.ati on. 

Tui t i on aud f ees, I under s t o.nd, will be _fJaid. dil'ect to Ya.le Univer­
sity, the i ns titut ion whi ch I am attendi ng. :.i!he ali.1ount, c~t alogue 
l i s tings , is three hundred and sevent y- five dollars(J375. 00 ) f or 
t he year. Twent y- five <loll1o..rs( ._;25. 00 l of this £imount he.s a l r eady 
been p~i d cs a .regist r at ion fee and will be cre~i t ed to t he tuition 
for the secona. ho.lf-year . ihi s l eaves a bal ance of t hree hu.nu.r ed 
and fi fty dollars(~JG0 . 00 ) t o be paid . 

Uy f ellowshi p awar d is two t housand dollars(..,2000 . 00 ) . Deduc t i ng 
f r om thi s amount the three huuu.red ruid f i fty doll~rs{ 350. 00) due 

. Ya l e, I have a bal wice of ~1650 . 00. If in or der , I shoul d like to 
r eceive this sum on a mont hly basis of one huna.red and s i x ty- f ive 
do l l ars{~l 66. 00 ) f or t he t en months of s tudy, begi nning in Septem­
ber and ending in J une . 

I hope t hat t his wi ll pr ove sa.tisfe.ctory to you. If not , I shall 
be quite willing t o abi de by your ciecisi on arnl profit by your 
suggest i ons. 

Respectfully you.rs , 

~ .. M:~ 8. ~ 
Fc....bin s . Belahe.r 

it 
19~1 ~'5:ft~ §£'r e-et ~•~orthy;est 
~iashington, •P• 

.~ 



FELLOV/SJ-1/PS 

AU&UBt 191 1958 

Youi· l ett r of t u1.,u ::t 15 t o 

Mr . Paty P~~ been referred t o 

me . It i s cus tom.t.r y t or tbi::; Fund to rr.3ke payments 

on fE;llo.rship a1w ... rC: t on &. 11..onthl y Lc.si s ,. sprtt>ding 

these p~.ymtal..s ovt;r the,, period of ut.ucy . Tuit!.on 

uud fet.l:l 1>1E: t...w..llj ~-- i t' J .:rect t o i..he in::.tilut i on 

hL.rci i:...r:c! fost ... ul e.:; . .r.f yet; will sv't.ruit s. pu.yaent 

plan, whit:h you ti.1:.uk \!ill a.eet your n ... eC:s n:oet o.de­

c1uatel:,s t o ,uss Dor othy Elvi dge, our ComptrollE,r, I 

am sure everything CE.In b e arranged sat i sf a ctorily • • 

Mr . Fannin S . Bel cher 
1901 Flrtb Stt'eet', ~o"rt.hwest , 
Washington, D. C. 

Very t r uly yours , 

~ 
Assi stant ~omptroller 



. . F: E~S ~ll·PS 
9:he CWest ~rgqitll_.e,~Yers 

= W= E=S=T= V=I R= G=I N= IA= S=T=A=T=E= C=O= L=L=E=G=E==II~ """':,.:~,:~'°"'" 
BOX 150 ··• INSTITUTE, WEST VIRGINIA ~ 

Mr. Raymond Paty 
Director for Fellowships 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Mr. Paty: 

August 15, 1938 

0, J,y, fl 1 

- cl~ 
, t ~ ,, 

t/..,,,,__ 0; 
£ 0 

?l/1_ 0 

Since I am not acquainted with the procedure followed 
by the Rosenwald Fund in payment of its grants, I am 
writing to you for this information. I leave for Yale 
on September 22 and I should like at that time to be 
prepared to meet all first semes ter payments. 

My summer address is 1901 Fifth Street, Northwest, 
Washington, D. C. I shall be there until the university 
opens. 

With continued appreciation to you and the Committee 
For Fellowships, I am 

Very truly yours, 

E-~ ~- -a~ 
Fannin S. Belcher ------... --.... 



FELL0'/./3;-1 iP$ 
:fhe CWest CVirginia Players · 

= W= E=S=T= V=l=R=G=l=N=IA= S=T= A=T=E= C=O=L=L= E=G=E= 1 ~ 
BOX 150 ••• INSTITUTE, WEST VIRGINIA ~ 

FANNIN S. BELCHER 

DIRECTOR 

May 13 , 1938 

151?{--6)--

Mr. Edwin R. Embree, Presiden~l--- 1 

Julius Rosenwal d Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 

-1-i-

Chicago , Illinois 

Dear Mr o Embree: 

I deeply appreciate your very inspiring 
letter , and assure you that I shall do all 
that I can t o justif y the interest which you 
and the Commi ttee on Fellowships have in my 
activities. 

Sincerely yours, 

Fannin s. Belcher 



Dear llr.· Bele-hera .la a aeaber ot the coaaittee 
ll'hich paaaed upon your ap­

plication tor a Rosenwald fellowship, I want to 
tell you or the pereonal interes t which your propoa­
al aroused in ws. We were particularly iapresaed by 
the work that you ban been doing not only- in pl.a.Y­
writing and draatics at West Virginia State College 
but in the dittwsion or intereat in drama throughout 
the State, especially through the high school con­
testa. 

We hope that you will get · 
Just what you 11BDt traa 7our year at Yale. We ahall 
all follow yov tuture career with interest. .la you 
probably mow, Dean Farrell or Weat Vir«1n1a •de a 
special trip to ov otf'ice to urge your candidac.y •. 
That kind or l.oyalv on the part of an associate 
iapresaed ua, aa wll aa the other eTidences ot your 
ability- to aroUH enthuaia•• 

IR!t.Jff 

~'illtild!ili'!t-&uege 
Box 150 
Institute, West Virginia 

Vecy tru.J.¥ yours, 

E'owrN R. EMFfREE 



= W= E=S=T= V=l=R=G=l=N=IA= S=T=A= T=E= C=O=L=L= E= G=E=l 1&. 
BOX 150 ··· INSTITUTE.WEST VIRGINIA ~ 

F"ANNIN S. BELCHER 

\,f.,.. Ra u mr,n rl Da+u 
.LJ.U. e J. '.0.JiUV.1...1.\.4 J.t;;A.VJ 

Director f or Fellowships 
Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, Ill inoi s 

Dear Mr. Paty: 

April 20 , 1938 

It i s with sincere pleasure that I acknowl edge 
and with grat eful appreciation that I accept 
the grant of two thousand dollars ($2 , 000),for 
my f urther s t udy of theatre art, offered to me 
by the Committee on Fellowshi ps of the Julius 
Rosenwald Fund. 

DIRECTOR 

I assure you that I shall do my best t o live 
up t o the Committee ' s expectations and beliefs • 

. Again, I thank you. 

Respectfully yours , 

J:i./3~ 
F. S. Belcher 



.April 19, 1938 

Dear t'. Belchert '6e are returning by express tode.y 
the .following exhibit •terial 

· which you sub~i tted for the consideration 0£ the 
t'ellonhip colllDittee. 

Songs of •Roll Your o.n• 
Playscripts ot •ttHonorable Desse.linea• 

•Roll Your Om• 
•teal a Hand" 

Representative Programs and Specimens of 
Dr e.ma Projects 

Thank you for sending this &terial. I hope i t r eaches 
you 1n good condition. 

~-
Kr. Fannin S. Belcher 

-west' :Vrfg'Iru'.:*Sflte" ~llege 
Inati tute, West Virginia 

Very t ruly yours, 

RAYMOND R. PATY 



CLASS O F SER.VlCB 

This is a full-rate 
Telogum or Cable­
gram unless Its de• 
ferred character Is in, 
dicatcd by a suitable 
symbol above or pre• 
ceding the address. 

WESTERN 
UNION i-t 

R. B, WHITE 
PRE810ENT 

NEWCOMB CARLTON 
CHAIRMAN OFT~E OOARO 

J. C. WILLEVER 
FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 

1201 
/ 

SYMBOLS ' 
DL• Day Lette-T 

Nl-N(r."ht Lem:r 

LC-0.ferre<!Cable 

NLT-C.blr: Night Letter 

"\ Ship Radloaram 

T he filing time shown in Lhe date line on telegram• and day lctt,,1'$ is ST AND ARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME at point of <lestination 
Received at 427 So. Las .. n .. St C h;r,.on 111 w . 1. •• 1. A~?t 

r"£l\')~7 ;3 .~ L COLLECT =:,::' HAVEM COflil 13 

R p, Y MO fl D R P /\TY= 4 
1:-901 ELLI S /\VE CHGO::: 

,.-

F /dill I N B(t(fkH~Jli ~us I cr,L cm JED I ES NOT GOOD , BUT PL/\Y IS 

PRGrHSI !G AHD PROFESSOR tl l COLL LIKES HI S PROJECT I DEAS J\t-1D 

TH I IIKS \1/E COU LD EJ\S ILY ARRJ\1GE,:YQIIItift~L STUDY F OR HH1 At,D 

\/OU LD ACCEPT H l M G Lf\DL Y = IJ.o.R.--{...,. (. 



April 12, 1938 

your note of the 7th, \Ci.liieh 

! fin-:. on ;J'✓ rot-rrn .f:r-om a f i eld trip. 'Jc shall 

b"l ;,l ttd ;A> ha vs i!:.~. E:aton• s coooeut s on !c . Bel cher• s 
l iltlilllidWlll-tfM1-

plays, nnt.1 you ~£1,j.Y be ::!U"".'9 that we will tw~il our-

selves of your kin<l offer t,o h<;> of' assist..q.nce rdth 

Ur. Stanley MeCru-.dless 
T'.oe Depart'lont vf Dr<lZ.a 
Ynle University 
New Hav e11, Conn3-cticut 

Very truly yours, 

RAYMOND R. P ATY 



YALE UNIVERSITY · SCHOOL OF THE FINE ARTS 

JAMES ROWLAND ANGELL 

Prtsitknt 

THE DEPARTMENT OF DRAMf"ELLO~✓lSl-1 I PS 
NEW HAVEN • CONNECTICUT 

ALLARDYCE NICOLL 

Chairman 

Mr. Raymond R. Paty 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, Ill. 

My dear Mr. Paty: 

EVERETT VICTOR MEEKS 

Dean 

I em turning over the plays and other 
material which you sent me relating to the appl1-
cat ion of one ~~~1i~folJ~r. for a scholarship~ 
to our Walter char a on, who teaches play-
writing here. He is in a much better position to 
judge of the quality of the plays than I and will 
give a much more professional judgment. 

Any time you have any questions relat­
ing to the technical side of the theatre I will 
be glad to be of any assistance I can. 

Sincerely yours, 

~:::~~ 
McC:B 



F·t.LLOV\(Sl-lJ PS 

tlarch 51, 1938 

Dear t!r. McCar..dl.ess: At a recent neeting of our F'ellow-
ship Col!t'll'.3.ttee !!r. fL:mrJ All.en fioe 

of t he (ft.1ggenheim Foundation guggestec! that you i:r!.~ht be 
ab1e to eive us so,uo hel p in the consi dm•ation of one of 
our Negro ce.ndidat..es, :,;r~~~ _;l,cher, t.s~ist...,,nt 
Professor of English ~ector-~~cs of the 
West Virgi:r.i~ St.<:.t':3 Coll-sie at I nstH:u.ts . iir. Be).char 
ha s his M. A. f'rom tb.e UI'.ivryrsi ty of Penr-<3J°].ve.ma: and 
winhr.:s to o'l::rs.4-i..n his Ph . D~ fro"'.1 YalE·. t?e ig 29 Yl?"'.rs old . 

I fl.'"\ enclosins t-.;,.-o pl!ty ~crlpts 
whic:1 Ht· . Belcher h,.s m~bni tt,ed, e.nd. h i s plan of 'b:ork. 
I ,;orrler if 7fe coulr'! irt!)ose upon you to th~ extent of 
asking you to l oo: .. t ::.ese over to soe whether or not. they 
have P.2zy- r-e::!..1 J>::':"Onise cf ~bili ty. Our fellouships are 
necessarily fe~ in number. &nd I should like to be able 
to prese nt to the comm ttee for its .fir.:11 considert!tion 
only those men who seam to be outstanding in their fiel d . 

nything you can tell me \lill be 
vary grea~ appreeiated and it will, of course, be held 
in CO?lfidence. 

llr. s. R. McCandless 
Departuent of Fine Arts 
Yale University 
-New Haven, Connecticut 

Ver-;1 truly yours , 



WEST VIRGINIA STATE COLLEGE 
INSTITUTE, WEST VIRGINIA 

DEPARTMENT OF ENGL ISH 
HILLl:RY C. THORNE 

FAN NIN 8, BELCHER 

LORENA I:. KEMP 

LILLIAN L. WASHINGTON r ·r~;-i-~i3 1 1 o 

Mr . Raymond Paty 
Di rector f or Fellowships 
Julius Rosenwal d Fund 
4901 El l i s Avenue 
Chicago , Illinoi s 

Dear 1ir . Paty: 

- - - - - ---- --,---
! 

In accordance wit h your request , I have , today , 
mail ed to you manuscript copi es of t wo of the 
p l ays with musi c which were mentioned in my 
Rosenwal d application and an original draft of 
a one act pl ay upon whi ch I am wor king now. I 
have a l so included wi th the manuscri pts , the 
original folio of music used in one of the 
pl ays.(Bot h wer e produced here . )Since this is 
t he only compl et e copy of the music I have , may 
I have i t returned after the commi ttee ' s 
examinati on? f 
Fol lowi ng your suggesti9Jl-,'I have rechecked my 
pr oposed budget . Al the-tigh I fee l t hat the ori­
g i nal t ot a l was as close to the.average as it 
could be wi th sacri f icing many things not condu­
c ive to thorough ment a l concentr ation, I have 
succeeded i n r educi ng t h i s total ($2419 ) t o 
$2100 or more accurately $2090 . 

Respectf ully yours , 

J. {;>, ~ 
FSB/tf F. s . Bel cher 

• • ,u,, ...... 



UNIVERSI NSYLVANIA 

1 \ I THE C?LLEGE RP.P 

• r-"\ ,.~ 

f ELLO\NSH Ir~ 

English Language 
and Literature 

·----· ---· 
I I \ 
! --·--

J -- -· --- -----• I i ________ i ·-·---~-- 1 
___ _ :'iarch 

, : i I I t ' ., L--· ---•-•r ----- _____ ;,: _____ ...., 

Mr. Raymond Paty 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago , Ill . 

~Y dear t,fr . Paty: 

19, 1938 

I remember ~ • fl@J~,r very well, 
and can assure you that so ar as s record in my 
courses goes , he did distinguished work . It is 
soMe years ago since he was her e , but all my 
r eactions wer e f avorable and I trust sincerely 
you will give hini an opportunity to proceed with 
the very interesting research that he plans . I 
am returning the description of it , as I understand 
you desir e me t o do so . 

.AHQ: M 



FcLLOWSHIPS 

March ll, 1938 

Dear ~r. Felch.er: The Committee on FeU.00-ships has 
had 1 ts prelimilm..7 mae ting, and 

I have been asked to write you for a cow of one or 
two 0£ yoJJX best plays in order th.at they ma::, be 
considered by our Coolmittee. 

The Cammi t teo fol t thu t yoiu- re­
qt\est. for i2 .,.419 ilUS a bit high. I SU8gost that you 
c.~eck over the b.ldget which you have proposed to see 
if" it is possible to revise it tlowMard to co:rie nearer 
tho n.var~e gr.ant. of ~1500. 

RP:-MLO 

mi'. Fannin ~ 
- iie§t hrg!"rI'astate¼~ 

Institute, \ieat Virginia 

Very truly yours, 

RAYMOND R. PATY 



FELLO'vVSHIPS 

k!a.rch ll, l9S8 

Dear Dr_. Qui.rm: Mr. Fannin s. Belcher, Assistant 
~!'lff l!J! §8! Si Lf«S!!!!HI' 111 Director 

of' ~a:n.3.tics at West Virgi :r:ia Stu.ta College i s apply­
ing to the Julius Rosernmld Fund ro-r a fel.l.O\lship • 

.r.lr. Belche1· stat.as in his appli­
cation that he had two years of work at the University 
of Pen.-wylvania., and I ~ .-,ol'lder in& if you re:-:ieti1bar 
him. If so, 'A·ill you be good enough to give us an 
opinion 0£ his ubility and a criticism of his plan 
of work? 

Our .fellooship ::ncmey is liru.. tad 
and -:;e are ea.e er ·that it s."iould go to t:_1.0sa who indi­
cate the greatest promise. For that reason .-e shn.11 
greatly appreciate your very frank appraisal of 
iih'. Belcher. 

WtMLU 

Dr. Arthur Uobson Quirm 
{lnivorsi t,y o.f Pennsylvania 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

Vary tr-Illy yours, 

RAYMOND R PAlY 



FELLOV✓S~HPS 

lallUB.17 lS, 1958 

Dear tiaa Belchera liq I aclmowledge ;your telegna ot 
the 11th, in which you urge ae to 

give AJ17 assiatance poaaible to lei?~ !!JlCRh!fcwho ia 
appqing here for a acholarahip. o g e1 to do 
so; and I have turned 7our telegram over t.o llr. Pav, in 
charge ot our scholarships. 

The Scholarship Committee, which 
is •de up ot persona outside the ■tatt ot the !'lmd, baa 
retuaed to perait the officers to raake recOlllllend&Uona on 
candidates, preferring to aake their own choices on aarits. 
It ~body aaka ae about Mr. Belcher, you a:y be sure that 
I will uke reference to hia excellent COQDectione and re­
llabiliV• 

IIOBarh 

Miss Jlay B. Belcher 
Ind1enapol1a Iounc lfoaen•a 
Christian Aaaociat1on 
Indianapolla, Indiua 

You.rs -.ery trul,y, 

K. O. Bousfield, K.D. 



THE COMPANY Wll.L APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 1201-S 

Ct.Ass OF SER.VICE 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable­
gram unless its de­
·ferred character is in• 
dicated by a suitable 
symbol above or pre­
ceding-the address. 

WESTERN 
-lJN ION 1~ 
~ . ..-. " --- ~ --- ~ 

R ••• W HITE N EW COMB CARLTON J . e. W IL La'Yn 
~R-■ID&I\IIT CHAUtNAN or TH. aoAIID PHtST vtc• -P•a .. osNT 

/ 
SYMBOLS ' 

DL - Day Letter 

NM - Night M......, 

NL .. Nlaht Letter 

LC - Dcfened Cable 

NLT -Cable NI..!.~ t ~ y-

Ship RadJotiram ;J 
The lllinr time shown In the date line on telegrams and day letters la STANDARD TIME at point of orirm,. Time of receipt ii STANDARD TIME at point of destinatloa.. 

Received at 427 So. LaSalle St., Chicago, Ill. Wabash 4321 • J 1 • 

'tJDA10 45 NL= l fJD I ANAP0L IS l tJD 11 FEL'L-o·'·,ri':~rH:;) I~': 
·· v ~ 0 Ir--"', DR U O D0US EF I ELD= r ~ '-di 

4548 CfiARR I SV I LO AVE CHG0= 

~.1Y YOUNG flEPHEV/ FArHJ l fl S BELCHER JU f·l l OR TEACHER OF EfJGLI SH 

At! D DRA~.lA AT \'/ EST VI RGl fJ I A STATE COLL EGE HA S BE EfJ 

REC0:,1i.1 EflD ED BY PRES IDEtJT JOHfl DAV I S FOR ROS EfHJALD 

SCHOLA RSH I P STOP YOUnG LlAN I S QU ITE TAL ENTED I WI LL DEEP LY 

APPREC I ATE AfJY HELP YOU CAN GI VE H l rJ I t! TH I S rJATT ER= 

t1A Y B B ELCH ER I tJD I ANA POL I S YOU fJG 1.'/0~.1 ENS CHR I ST I A!J 

ASS tJ. 

THERE IS NO DEPENDABLE SUBSTITUTE FOR WESTERN UNION TIME 



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS A VENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Name of Candidatee. _ _____,:M'.!=r:...!•:.....:..F~an!!;n~1=:!· n~S~a~f-=-f ~or~e~B::..::e:..::l:..!:c:.!!h::,::e-=-r..1..• _:J,::..::r:....:•~-------------

Report Requested of _ ___.::M.:.=r...:.._W.:..:.a::::l=-t.=:e::..:r:__:_P-=.r-=i....::t-=-ch:..:::a=r:...::d::.__1..:::a....::t-=-on:.:.._ _______________ _ 

Associ a te Professor of Playwriting 

Yale Universi ty 

The above,named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a 
reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's abilities and personal characteristics, and 
an appraisal of his plan of work. An early reply to this inquiry will be of great assistance in allowing the 
Fellowship Committee sufficient time for an adequate review of the large number of candidates who apply 
for grants. 

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence. 

REPORT 

My contact with Mr. Belcher has been in playwriting, only, and so far this 

year he has been so busy in the school that he has not been able to concentrate 

as much as he would like to on this field, and as he needs to if he is to write 

a good play. I am not sure that he desires to become a playwright so much as to 

learn the technique of the craft, to help others. For this he has a good mind, 

and excellent critical judgment. What he says about the needs of the negro theatre 

in~ guides t o proper make up and lighting is, I think, absolutely correct, and 

he is also correct in asS'Wiling that he (or any student) needs a second year of 

study in directing before he is competent to hand!le productions. I have found, 
I I , 

and I think all our faculty has found, Belcher o be an ext,remely tactful, polite, 
'_j 
r 

OVER 



earnest and intelligent man, and that helping him gives pleasure and promises 

profit. As far as I am concerned, I should recommend him very highly for any 

further help you might be able to give. 

. 
Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold 

a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

I should say, from what I have seen, entirely free. 

Signed-~~......,..__-"'-'~=--....:e::.....w::..JE:c=......L.--r-~..1e....:= .. =M.~~~---'-'~:::.de::=,,,,_::~---,-, _ _ _ _ 
Assoc. Prof. Playwriting 

Position or Title _ ____ _ __________________________ _ 
University Theatre, New Haven 

Address--- ------------- - -=-- C'""""""'::"=-- ----'----- ---....;- --

_________ ____________ _ --1 _ _ Date Feb 2 

L, 
(Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius Ro enwald Fund, 

4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped enveM_pe is enclosed.) 



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS A VENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Name of Candidate __ i,.,_,_\ir"-"-. __.F'-"a=n=n=i,..,_n--'S""'a=f:..::f,._,o=r...:::e:...=Be""l:.:c=.:.h.:o,e=r..Jl,---"-J=-r~. _____________ _ 

Report Requested of _ ______,,M=.r ...... '------=Al=l=a=r~d,,.,y_,,c=e'------=!J=ic=-o=l=l:..i,'---"'D=i=-r=-ec.._'t=o=r'---___________ __ _ 

Yal e Theatre 

Ya le Univers ity 

The above,named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a 
reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's abilities and personal characteristics, and 
an appraisal of his plan of work. An early reply to this inquiry will be of great assistance in allowing the 
Fellowship Committee sufficient time for an adequate review of the large number of candidates who apply 
for grants. 

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence. 

REPORT 

JtfVIP/ )n . t,A ---t1 I~ 
/J54ft"or for F~~ 

1 

A f i rst- cl ass student, wel l informed, matur e in 
judgment and with a definite end in vi ew. 

His scheme for a book on The Negro and the Am3ri can 
Theatr e is an excellent one. Already he has shown 
me some part of this and I can gi ve assur ance that 
i t is shapi ng wel l . If he carries on in the way 
he has begwi, he will have pr oduced a valuable book. 
I feel sure that a second year her e woul d be of very 
great service to him. 

< 
(Further statement in l etter r egarding al l three 
candidates who a r e studying at Yal e during the 
pr esent session. ) 

OVER 



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold 
a position giving him opportunity, to utilize his abilities? 

Yes 

Signed --------=~-'----+---~-~- ~-~--··-~-=-=- ::.._-~---------- ------

Position or Title __ c_ha_i_lman_. __ ,_~_e_p_a_rt_m_en_t_ o_f_D_r_ama ________________ --+ 
r 

Address ______ Y_a._le_U_n_i_v_e_r_s_i t_y ______ -=----=---:c:::=------'----- --,--.,----,-.-....,.J 

Nevr Haven, Conn. r. Dat Feb. 27, 1939 
--------------- ------ ---;------+~-- e.➔,---------+-

/, I 

(Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius R~/enr-7ald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped enieJ6pe is enclosed.) 



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS A VENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Name of Candidate __ M_r_._F_a_n_n_in_S_a_f_f---'o_r_e_ B_e-'--'-1-'-ch_e-'-r'-,L--J_r---'.-- -------------

Report Requested 0 f _ _ i_fr_._F_r_a_nk __ M_c_M_ul_ l_a_n ___________________ _ 

Assistant Profe ssor of Pl ay Production 

Ya l e Universi ty 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a 
reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's abilitiss and personal characteristics; and 
an appraisal of his plan of work. A n early reply to this inquiry will be of great assistance in allowing the 
Fellowship Committee sufficient time for an adequate review of the large number of candidates who apply 
for grants. · 

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence. 

REPORT 

Ji/lA·,/ h[ .. !&~-. // 1 

/ - -~r for F~l;z~ 

from what I have seen of Fannin Bel cher, Jr. , I would 

say that he is an intelligent, conscientious and interesting 

' student. His work has been i maginative and original . In 

manner and persona.lity he is quite reserved but capable of 

assertion when the occasion ar ises. His opinions and judg­

ments indice.te a mature a.'1d well - ordered mind. He is congenial 

and cooperative, having the ability to lead as well as follow. 

The program of work outlined i both interesting and un­

usual. I believe he can realize his plans if he fis allowed to 
Ii~ 

continue here at Yale , and in myopinion he represents the quality 
OVER 



of student vre most desire. 

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold 
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

Signeck1f7~A Th c. -~ ~ 
Position or Title Assistant Professor of -Play Production 

Address Department af Drama, YaJe Uni versit~. 

New Haven, Conn. Date February 28, 1939. 
L' I 

(Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius R6lenF.ld Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped enveldpe is enclosed.) 



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Name of Candidate Mr. Fannin_S....J3elcher 

Report Requested of_--'Mr~. ~ tling ~B,....r....,ocu.wn.....__ .__;_ _ _ _______________ _ 

Director of Dramatic~ Howard .IJ.niY=e~r~s,~·t~:y.,__ _ ________ _ 

The above named candidate has. applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. A statement of the candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with 
your statement. 

\'f e shall appreciate a frank statement of your opinion of this applicant's abilities and personal 
characteristics, and an appraisal of his plan of work. J,.a, ~:!~.E!t..Fo ,t_~ · ipguja; will be of ,gre~t, 
assistance in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for an ade uate review of the lar e 
number of cana1clates "w1i"o appFy'Io·tgra°itts~'fr-S'i-

1 

----

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence. 

REPORT 

Director for Fellowships 

M:r. ~annin Belcher ia in my estimation one of the most able and 

coJ1Scientious directors ot dramatics in Negro colleges. 

I have visited West Virginia State College and have seen Mr. Belcher's 

laboratory workshop, which, in spite of limited facilities, was nevertheless 

first-rate. I have talked with students under his direction and with people 

who have seen his productions. They were uniformly enthusiastic. I served 

as judge at one of his state-wide high school tournaments, which was an eye­

opener to me. The technical aide ot production tor which Mr. Belcher was 
• 

responsible was handled with smoothness and dispat9.h• I could see also that 

~ ~ 
Uf :U 

OVER 



Mr. Belcher was in large measure responsible tor the good pertormances and . . . 

the generally tine dramatic interest manitested all over the state. He 

has been something ot an inspirational torce in the tield ot drama. His 

tournament is in my mind one ot the important educational projects ot 

West Virginia. 

I am most tavorably impressed with his plan tor work. I am keen to 

see our colleges advance in dramatic wark, ana I look upon Mr. Belcher as 

one ot the best people to contribute to that advance. He is intelligent, 
.. . ~ - . . ~ - ., . . ' . -· - · -- - aa ···,- -- ---------~ .. - ~- .. --- ... . ....: -- - • .. ;.-- · .. .,, 
'industrlo~s !· and his plan indicates, ambitious. The abilities ot such a 

• I• ;, ··r.-·1 I > '\ 

man, developed by turther training to greatest usetulness, are much needed 

in:~¥Ol1.\tJ} • 
.> f :. ,. 'f:t" ~ti ,._ I 

1 ·. (.I , ~ ·1 , ; '•1 C j) !, 

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

Signed itM l :. A -/4,..... _..,..~~~"<-""""------:----------

Position or Titlej.,,,.r_, J:i. £+◄"1 o-( ~ (o,,. Lu..,,__) ___ _ 
Address ~fl?.,\ 4 ~-<' 4.._d;. ...... "1'""'·-.,--,---=--

_ ---1--,l~~ .E. ~ .~u. 
1 

L 
(Pease r~turn to Raym?nd Paty,_ D!rector for Fellow~hips, Julit.Uj Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illmo1s. Addressed, stamped enve!oee is enclosed.) 



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship . 

Name of Candidat Mr. Fannin S . ,Belcher , J r. 

Report Requested of Mr. David Kirby , Secretary, State Boa r d of Edu.ca tion 

State Capitol, Charleston, West Vi~ginia 

The above named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. A statement of d ie candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with 
your statement. 

We shall appreciate a frank statement of your opinion of this applicant's abilities and personal 
characteristics, and an appraisal of his plan of work. An early reply to this inquiry will be of great 
assistance in~ lowins_. the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for ~n adequate review of the large 
~umber of candidates who apply for grants. 

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence. 

for Fellow,t,ry 
REPORT 

OVER --



F. s . Belcher, Drama and English , -,"fest Virginia State Col l ege , 
Institute, West Virginia , received his 1taster of Arts degr ee f r om t he 
Univer sity of Pennsylvania, 1930, inc luding considerabl e work in drama, 
according t o offi cial records in this office . 

Hr . Belcher has had nine (9) year s 1 ,experience in teaching, 
seven (7) in his present position. 

Per sonally , I am en,;husia.stic about the work Mr . Belcher has 
car ried on in t he develop~ent of the dramatic and artistic i nstincts i n t he 
Negro race . The concomitants of personal responsibil ity, i ndependence, and 
other attributes of good citizenship are not neglected. I recommend him 
unreservedly for the Julius Rosenwald Fellowship . 

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

Yes 

Addre~·- - ~Ch~a~r~l~e~s~t~on=•<......:V~ffl~s~t=-=V~i~r~g~i=n=i=a'----------------------.------­
J 

--- ----------- - - ---- - - --~---ate January 22, 1938 

( P 1 ease return to Raymond Paty, Director for Fello:wships, Jul~Js Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addr~ed, stamped enrelope is enclosed.) 

. 



f 
JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 

4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Name of Candidat ... e __ M_r_._F_a_nn_i_n_S_._ B_e_l_ch_er~, _J_r_. _____ ____________ _ 

Report Requested 0 f _ _ M_r _._D_a_v_i_· d_ A_._ L_a_n_e~'~J_r_•~z_D_e_a_n~,_L_o_u_i_s_v_i_l_le_M_u_n_i_· c_i~p~a_l_C_o_l_l_e-g~e __ _ 

For Negroes , Louisvill e , Kentucky 

The above named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. A statement of the candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with 
your statement. 

We shall appreciate a frank statement of your opinion of this applicant's abilities and personal 
characteristics, and an appraisal of his plan of work. An early reply to this inquuy will be_2f great 
assistance in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for an adequate review of the large 
number of candidates who apply for grants. 

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence. 

REPORT 

I am glr.d to 6ive to . r . 1 elcher a most unqualifie; re00111P.1enda-
tion . '""ror personal obser vati on I am able to vouch for the accur'1cy 
of the lesc,,.ip'-ion o:: what he l,as done in the field of <lrarr;l'l.tics as 
it u · ears i n Section II of his Pl ar, of ',[ork . .'urin::; -1-i,.e years that 
J:w hc.G bef'n con..,ected .. ith •·est Tir;; · n i o. Stute l'ollei;e , beri, i nt: in 
a snall ''f;lY and develo:iinG, "c has done a re:r.:a.rhl.ble job of making the 
/e!;ro hi£;h schor l s of the state , and , in f::i.ot , the state , "plar-con-
sc:iious" . n creatin:; and developi nb the ,itl l e Theatr e at est 
irg· nia S t a.te Collee;e he has shovm rare origina i ty , skill , and in-

r;enui ty. I conside · thd Edmonds of DillDid l :ri'irersity and ho a.re 
the two egroc s who .,,tand out in the field . 

,is character is exem?lary. 

OVER 



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abil1ties? 

Yes · 

Address, _______ ...,.L.......,.JJ..,.:i,,...i:;v-i ... l ..... 1@.......,., .... ¥...,ettn~t,.,u.;;0'='=lc...,.y---------------------. 

___ _ _ _ _ ______ ________________ ....,ate J anua r y 20,1J3s 

(Please return to Raymond Paty, Director for Fellowship , Ju~J s Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis A venue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped enrieiope is enclosed.) 



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

oJ 

Mr. Fannin S. Belcher , Jr. Name of Candidat . ..._ ____________________________ _ 

Report Requested of __ P_r_o_f_._c_. _R_._B_o_ot_h_b-=-,y....:..,_Di_· r_e_c_t_o_r_o_f_D_r_am_a_t_i_c_s ________ _ 

40 Glenn Avenue, Port Chester, New York 

The above named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. A statement of the candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with 
your statement. 

We shall appreciate a frank statement of your opinion of this applicant's abilities and personal 
characteristics, and an appraisal of his plan of work. An e<!!ly_repJy to this inquiry will be of great 
assistance in allowing the Fellowshi Committee sufficieE!._!~e for an adequate review of the large 
number of candidates who apply for grants. 

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence. 

REPORT 

TO WHOM I T MAY C<'NC ~RN : 

Mr. Fannin s. Belcher is known to me in several ways. 
He was, first of all, the outstanding student in crea tive writing 
in my classes at Lincoln University, Pennsylvania, during the year 
1926-1987. His ab i l ity to crea te origina l plots, to execute these 
plots with a degree of finality and finesse, together with a~ sane 
outlook and philosophy of lif e won for him my nersonal regard both 
as a s tudent and as a friend. Such marked ab i l ity did Mr. Belcher 
possess in the realm of writing and drama that I asked the college 
authorities to permit him to return to the college in the capa~ity 
of a reader of papers for me during the yea r 1927~1928 . This work 
was done by Belcher in a such a sa tisfac tory manner that he was 
given several classes to instruct in the elementary forms of ~riting 
and debating. /¥gain, his work proved wof thy of commendation , so 
much so, in f act, that he was added to tne list of student i n~tructoB 
at the university for two years. l 

My immedia te cont act with Mr. Uelch~;r- ceased in 1932. 
Since that time I have kept in touch with him a~d

1
nave followed his 

work with some interest. He has spent these year ~at West Virginia 
OVER 

.,. .. 
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Institute, where I ·have been told he has done a magnificent piece 
of pioneering work in creative work in the realm of dramatics. This 
work bespeaks his untiring labor in whatever field of act~vity he 
may engage. He has always been alt'boundless worker forging ahead to 
far distant goals of endeavor. All of the r eports which have reached 
me during the past few years have been excellent concerning Belcher's 
activities and accomplishments. 

Morally, I should like to state that Mr. Belcher is far above 
the average Negro boy. He possesses one of the finest cha r ac ters I 
have ever witnessed in any colbred youth. Mentally , He is gi fted far 
above the average Negro, having for parents two very t a l ented folks, 
who possess not only college educations, but social position and 
prestiege among their race. Physically, ~r. Belcher is slight and frail. 
But this has never been a hindrance to him, for he possesses much 
energy and untold determination. 

Financially, I know that during the past few years Mr. Belcher 
has met reverses and has had to dig deep into his funds to assist 
other members of his f amily. I know from past expe rience that he will 

' be most cautious and wise in t he use of funds exte nded to him for the 
furthering of his education. I whole-heartedly recoB1D1end him as a 
candidate for the Rosenwald Fellowship to Yale. I believe that he 
would produce the desired r ej5Ults outlined in the papers whi ch he has 
submitted to you. I hearjily urge you to give him every possible 
consideration whi ch is possible. 

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

I know of no personality handicaps which woul d hinder 

Mr. Belcher f rom making a success of his work. 

Address 40 Glen Avenue, ~~~~~,~C~h~e~s~t~e~r~•L...iN~e~w:!........:Y~o~r~k-----,-----,----. 

January 24, 1938 Date,_-'---------'-~ 
l I 

(Please return to Raym?nd Paty,_ D~ector for FellojW'ships, Jut{~ Rose!1wald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, IllinotS. Addressed, stamped enr e~ope tS enclosed.) 
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JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 

4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

· CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Name of Candidate Mr. Fanni n S. Bel cher, Jr. 

Report Requested of Dr. John W. Davis, Pr esi dent, West Virgi nia State College 

Institut e , West Vi rginia 

The above named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. A statement of the candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with 
your statement. 

We shall appreciate a frank statement of your opinion of this applicant's abilities and personal 
.. characteristics, and an appraisal of his plan of work. An early reply to this inquiry will be of great 

assistance in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficie_gt time for an adequate review of the large 
number 'of candidates who apply for grants. 

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence. 

~~ 
REPORT 

Director for Fellowships 

Mr. F. S. Belcher has unusual 
ability i n the field of drama. His work at West Vir­
ginia State College in this field ha s produced for 
the college and state valuable results in culture. 
It is interesting to revi ew what has been a ccomplished 
in West Virginia by Mr. Belcher when he has had so 
little of dramatic talent to work with. In addition, 
little, if any financial support of an appreciable 
sort has been placed at his disposal. No one in this 
state wi ll raise any question as to his ability to 
pursue the plan of work as outlined by him in connec­
tion with his proposed study for a year. 

Mr. Belcher possesses personal charm 
and certain indispensable characteristics which seem 
to be necessary i n achieving splendid results in 
the field of drama. ;/ 

{,. 
I am very much interesf ed in Mr. 

Belcher's plan of work. It is my belief that he will 
be able to do much toward removing the hit-and-miss OVER 



atmosphere which now characterizes the participation 
on the part of Negroes in drama ,and give to it a stand ­
ing based upon creative merit. The plan of work, 
rightly f ollowed, would remove the Negro as a "natural" 
actor and make of him an acto.r who bases his work upon 
an inte l l~ctual background . Much needs t o be done in 
this connection. 

It is my hope that Mr. Belcher may 
be given the opportunity to follow through hi s plan 
of work, as outlined. 

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? Yes 

Signe ... d _____________ --r----------------- - - - --

Position or Titl . .,;.e _ _______ -+/ __ ..:.P..::r--=e=s'-"i=a;:;.;· e=-=n=t..:;.._ __________ ____ _ 

Address W. Va. State 
I College. Insti tute, West Virginia 

___ ___________________ _;. __ .....,ate February 2, 1938 

(Please return to Raymond Paty, Director for Fellowships, Jul~Js 
1

Jl.osenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped enr elope is enclosed.) 



Jctt.tc1r1 ot Btt•t•DA• 
f.AMJIDI 8. 811.0Hlll 

Pr, Art,hv B1 9!!1Ma Depana•nt ot Jnclilh L&ncual• and Literature, 
Uninraity ot Penn,rlftllia 

I remember !tr. Belcher nr, nll, and can usure you 

that so tar a, h11 Ncord in 'i1I1' cour••• coea, he did di1tingui.1hed wort. 

It 11 aom• years ago 11nc• M •• hen, but all rq reaction.a nr• ta'f'Ol'l­

abl• and I tnat a1ncere]3 you will gifl bh an opporturdt.r to proceed 

with the Tery interesting N■earch that he plana. 

Mr. ~al~er P1 Eaton, Instructor of Playwriting, Ytle University. 

Tolegru - Fannin Belcherts musical cnmed.ie8 not g~od, but play 

is pr,,ndasing and Profeseor Nicoll 11\cet his prr,ject ideas end thinks we 

could easily arrange ueef-ul study for him ond woul d accept his gl adly. 

Letter to Mr. Paty fr~m Kr. Belche~. 

I have rechecltod my pr-,posed bud&et. Although I 

feel tnht the orieinal totel •na as close to the averaea ne it could be 

dthout secriflcinu m.ny things not conducive to thorough mental cor~centre­

t1 ;n, I have succeeded 1n reducing t hi s total (f 2, 419) to e2, 100 or, more 

accurat ely, '2,090. 



PLAN 014 i' ORK 

Fanni n S . Belcher 

To understand the signific&nce of the project upon v,hich I hC>pe 

to wor k during the tenure of the fello,·,ship , '.)Ile muet f i r:::t be mFde ac­

q_uainted v;ith my ultimate ob j ective . I \\Ent to a i d the '1egro play, right, 

the Negro &ctor , and the Negro thcE.tre to reach the fDmc ph·n of import;:.nce, 

cultural and i•immcic lly, that the Americt.n theatre his alread:, accorded to 

the Negro theme . .t'or mE.ny yei:rs en overemphasis has been plE>ced upon the 

cre&tive exploite.ti o:i - popul&rly successful , it if true - of the NeJro 

fol< m::teri el as "exoti c" or loc&l color; too l i ttle att ention has been 

pai d to training in the arts of the theatre , i ncluding as i t does plry­

v;ritin5 , di recting, production, stage l i gh t i nb , costuming, and make-up; 

t o t he ::ti mulation of community drama and the Negro little thectre groupE; 

and to the promotion of dramati c v.or~ in our ~egro coll ege::: , simi lcr to the 

famed 11 47 11 torkshop of Harvard, the Va::;s~r Expel'i:nentc.l The&tre , end i.he 

Yale Theatre. Yet it ,.ill be BE' a result of the olendi ng of all thef.:e 

phases that Negro dr6ma v;i ll finally arri ve at th&t maturity vhi ch ha:=. ghcn 

the Abbc;y Theatre to the Irish, the Yi ddi sh 'i'heEctre , to the Jev.e , and the 

Moscov. Art Thee. tre to the Ru s s iens . 

Since my final goal i s the promoti on of Negro dr&.m& in it~ lcrz.er 

aspects as a vi tal and i mportant p&rt of the assets , reel end potenthl of 

the native brnerican drema , I plan duri n;: the term of my studJ to C')ncentrhi.e 

'.lpon four things ; f irst, t::> perfect , so far ee tri:iinin~ cen, Il'J n'.',n cre&tive 

v.ri ting technic.ue and to learn thoroughly t>ll the fundnmentel e.rts of the 

theatre from the instant I attempt to express my creative inspireti0n throu-h 

the minute but excitinc problems of casth,~rehearsing, sto,tine, ,jd co,-
1 

turning to that final electric moment v,hen tne dj.rec4t.&alls , 11 Plc.,ce~ ! 11 • he 
[I f nrff 

auditori um lights dim, ;:::n expectant hush f a~ls upon tni 1,-udience ~ the 
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curtain slowly r i ses upon the finished pr oduct . I feel that thi s movledge 

of play½Ti ting techni~ue and thi s adv~nced traini ng i n fundamentals are 

necessary because v.hoever is concerned in the promoti on of 1~egro drama 

should be loyal to the best standards of the Ameri can drama and the 

P.merican ::tege . These standards ce.n be secured only throu;h training uc­

Guired under experienced supervit i on and leadership. And I must have this 

'!.:nov.l edge if I am to use Vii th ski ll the tools of m3- creft , &ttl':ck vith c:::>n­

fidence ·the problems which ari se , and give tri the ~fogro theetre the ertiftic 

expressi on i t deserves and at present lsc'cs . If something note,orthy is to 

be d·:me E.nd the tradition perpetuated, it dll be motivuted by pe0ple r.h0 

kno\·. their the~ tre . 

Secondly, I Y,ant to concentrate upon the completi on of my rnrve) 

of the status of dramatic teaching in the Negro high schools . no :natter 

how much we may lament i t , the art of mirricry and "Let ' s pretend! " is deepl~, 

rooted in humPn nature end e. vi tf, 1 factor i n educeti one 1 pr0cedure . Under 

the academic t i t l e of drzmati zati ons , it is found in the ~i nderg&rten ' s 

enthusi astic portrayal of "The Three Bears," "Little Red Ri di ng Hood, 11 and 

simi lar fairy tales to the elaborate perf')rmance of "The .11erchant of \. enice" 

by the fourth year h i gh school class . The purpose of the surve) iE t0 di s ­

cover i f t he pupils ' dramatic urge i s bei ng d i rected i nto the proper channel£ . 

Is a love for good drama rather th,m cherp pleys bei n6 sti !IlUhted b;y 

dramati cs? Are there Yiell-defined l iterary stendards of judgment? TB the 

influence of dremati cs being used for remedial Mr,< i:i poi:ture , v'.Jice , 

diction , and i n the development of personality! Is the pupil beinr; ghen 

an understandi ng of stage and staee ec.uiIJ,rnt'? Is tlie eul tuyal level 0f 

h i s photoplay appreciation being raised b:, ~ dr m•t!q '-Or</ Arc the 

courses of :::tudy published by the various d~psrtmentl 'B_~ educati on pon:.ible 
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of application i n the Negro ::: chools ? I:: t here a. trained teacher i n char15e 

or is play-giving the province of anyone? Concisely phrased, i s the pupils ' 

work in dramatics in the high chool ,f constructi ve benefit or i ::: it me:::-ely 

used as a means to "raise" money for everythi ne from 1:..thletic ec!uipment , 

parent- teacher projects to school banc..,_uets? I f the r esults of' such e study 

do nothing more than focus the spotlight -::,f attenti on upon the i mportEnce 

of drama v,ork in the high tchools , :ny study v.ill not hive been i n vain . I 

oeli eve, hov:ever , that i t will do more : it , ill encble u::: to su;: .;est, if 

necessary , corrective measures; i t v.i ll or i t should induce the Negr o 

college to broaden i ts service to the community; and i t v.-ill serve to bring 

us into contact with the future Negro pl.?yv-ri ~ht , actor and &udi ence of the 

Negro theatre . 

In addi tion to concentrati on upon this hi gh school survey , I 1·,ant 

to continue , under di rect supervis i on, my exper i ments in meAe-up f or Negr-::, 

actors as distinct from the st~ge mcke-up pri mari ly desi5ned for ,hite actors . 

Thi s phase of activity has been inspred by personal experience in preparin6 

student actors for a performance and by the often uni ntention&l humorous 

effects pr oduced by my students in v.or~shop projects in shge meke-up 

foll ov,ing the suggest i ons of recognized texts on the subject . Pai:sively 

interested ~t f irst os I set out to secure more i nformati ve materiel or 

made suggesti ons for meeting the limitati ons of them texts , I beceme more 

active when i nvestic;ation proved the dearth of f.pecific materi6l nhi ch , oul d 

se.ti sfy the rel.uirements of the Negro acbr . NotwithstLnding thei r 

thorou5hness and expert handling of t he subject, the pre~ent charts fnd booK­

lets i ssued by Max Factor , Etein, Elizabeth Arden, and other cosmetic 

companies in the st age make- up mar~et base both thei r illustrations end 

!)7\-l 
I. 'fy1, 

illin .,. 



- /I -

suggesti ons in the use of grease pa i nt , pov.der , and l ining colors upon the 

blonde and brunette c omplexi::ms of Nordics . This possi bly offen no diffi­

culty for the fe\\ trained di rectors 1?.nd indi v i dus.l ectors but for the host 

of untrai ned persons \?ho are called upon to produce pleys and v,ho , in sood 

fa i th , depend upon these sources , the situ~ti 0n offerf d i sti nct possibilitief . 

I propose to take advantage of these poss i bilitief end to meet thi s need by 

buildi ng upon a ccepted funde,nentals s seri es of tested i::uigest i <ms , E gui de­

book, i n ste.ge ma:<e-up for the Negro actor , Emateur end profei::ri oncsl , r.h0 

is seldom e i ther blonde or brunette i n the strict rneening 0f' the term. So 

far as I have been able to di s cover there i s no [:i mi lEr study in procef-[ nor 

results of such a study avail eble . 

As a. final phase of my year of training , I v.ant to secure the meth"Jds 

and appr ooch necessary in the organization of a department of dram& ond a 

l aboratory v.-orkshop. I "\ant to observe and E.nelyze a. vell-or6.mized dep~rtment 

and its l aboratory et work . I v.ant to bee part of thot set-up - not a spec­

tator . I v;ant t o examine the 11hov.11 c.nci the 11 why11 of each phese of each 

division (play ~riting , play directing, technical producti on, scene desi gn, 

costume desi gn, and stage lighting) sepanitely end as a minor or i.Oajor p&rt 

of the v.-hole . These are & fe\'. of the ~uesti ons I v;ant ;;_nsv,ered: Ho,\ dae::: 

it approa ch its pr oblems end di stribute re:::ponsibili ty·? Yb£ t are it::. objec­

tives and if these objectives e.re a:!hieved? \,hAt i s the value of it:: perti cu­

l ar techni que"? f:ha.t i s its attitude tov:ard aspi rants i n the field? nhe t has 

g iven it its nati orn;.l f t andine'! Li«e the mechEnic 1:. ho ,,etching e ::mooth running 

machine and the doctor v,ho observing the functirming of a healthy b0dy are 

interested only l.n ,bat .,,,<es the perfectior +hat the)" cao ~cbi eve the 
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the same results , I , too , am hoping thi.t this stud) of departmental orgE:ni za­

tion will enable me to rebuild so v:isely and effectively my ov.n department 

of drama that it will induce the young Negro and even those now vorki ng 

in the theatre to come and stud) i n a sympatheti c environment the techni 4ue 

of the theatre . 

1!.ach of' these phases of v.ork as a part of' my objecti ve i n Negro 

drama has r esulted from my present ca c t ivities , despite the fact that I am 

also an i nstructor i n Engli sh. The more I advance in the promoti on of e£ch, 

the more e.m I made conscious of the need of advanced stud;y i n play writi ng 

and dramatic art if I am to make a recogni zed contributi on to the Negro 

t heatre . In an attempt to prove what can oe dJne i n extending tne service 

::,f the college drama departments to the community and stete, I have for the 

l ast three years , begi nni ng i n 1935 , concentrated upon rai sini; the stf!ndard 

of dramatics i n the high schools of 1;est Virgi niE . I first sponsored a. one­

act play festival for hi gh schools . Usi ng this as an opening ~edge , I 

organized a hi gh school pl&yer s associa ti·:>11 v:i th an executive commi ttee of 

eight - composed of princi pals and dramatic coachef of the respective 

schools. Thi s committee formuleted a set of dremetic standards for our 

hi gh schools and voted in favor of having an e.nnuel phy 1 estiV&l. Since 

that first meeting, I have set up at the colleee a bureau of information to 

which the high school coach could vrrite for advice ei ther in locating a 

play script or in solving a production problem; established a circulati :r.g 

library of play books; i ssued monthly e. ne\1.s letter of informative mr.terial. 

This year , for the first time i n i ts historj , the 1,est Virginia 'Iea.chers 

Associ&.ti on a t i ts annual meeting gave a fe~inar in dr.l\,(Ilotic ' c:. pli;J i n 

i ts program. There i s yet & 1~reat ded tJ be a.JE: iJ~~j:!Cher-training , 

fill]~ ,, 
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in the securing of adeque_te ec.ui pment. and the cooperation of a fev "athleti cs­

above- everything" pri nc i pal s . This revitalizati on should be complete in tv.o 

more years . Upon these same princi ples em I h0pi ng to make the rernltE of my 

hi 6 h s chool survey successful . A tri- state tournament composed of Etate 

winners from \',est Virgi nia , North Cerolina , and Vir~ i nia v as in&ugurated in 

1937 . The c,uesti ormire has been in prep~,r1:ti on dnce the summer of 1957; 

some fev. have already been di stributed. The survey can be completed and its 

conclusions evaluated within a year . 

My e f for ts v·i th the hi gh schools and my ovn play pr0ductbn schedules 

have given me little opportunitJ to make eny ,oort.h v:-hile progress v:ith my 

experi ments in ma'~e-u? . Ll though ftarted in the fdl of 1'33G , this pr'lject 

is no more than a serie-s of memorandi; &1•.&iting f'im~l testine 1·hen I shrll 

heve the availabl e time and supervi ti,n. At the moment , I heve a ~tudent 

-v,ord ng ">n certai n rudiments of the stud;y . ;,i th C')ncentr&ti on a J' ec r should 

suffic e to test e.nd organize my findint;s . 

The fact i i, thet i n the l ast five yean , s i nce 1932 , the greEter 

part of my efforts have been di rected to establi shing a department of dr&ma 

and laboratory worteshop at \,est Vir0 inis Stc:..te College . .J;y Elim hc1::: -:ieen to 

build upon sound princi ples e ::elf-perpetuating dremetic organiz2ti,m v:hich 

vould earn the students I interest and support . The c0ntrol of its divh:i :ms , 

excepti ng the directi on of major !ff')ductfons, i :: i n the hnnd::: of 1ctudenh 

and every phase of thei r acti vi t;y h&s a point value . Certi fice tee e.nd '.-ce)·S 

as vell as officeholding are a~arded on~ set basis of points ecr ned in 

the perf'.)rmance of thei r tas~s v:hether it be actin.:; , the technict 1 p.r'.)blems 

of product i on, or in playv.riiing . My ov,n plry 1·riting - three of my full 

len,;th plays have been produced - h&e been devotW tJ.f'sic· 1 corned;] in 

the sincere belief that it offers the ;~egr E v~J' d.7;~i!,ipct anJ ori pinal 

QffiJ .,. 
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province of achi evement which i::: too often fro\·.ned upon or overlooj.ed oy 

academicians . J.. result , I believe, of t.he confu:.:i on of musical corned) vi th 

vaudevi lle, revues , and minstrels . I n ad~iti on to thefe c0medy pr0ductions , 

our pl ay selecti ons have been varied and , as a v,hole , i n Jood t&ste . 

Represent~ti ve programs are attached. The results of this depart~ent of 

drama are evinced in my worK v.i th the high s,chools , the rev£.luati0n of 

dre.ma in the collec:;e curri culum, the nov. contemplated course in drem2.tic 

art as a major for students , and the grov,th of critical stanuards of apprecia­

tion among our audi ences . J..s & project for teE>chers in our state and regi,m, 

I rented tv,o yes.rs ago (1956) an old tv:o stor) frerne buildint; Jocc:ted ecross 

the ro2d fr:m our campus . Together v.e , my ~:tudenti: and I re 110delled the 

i nteri or of the structure to include on its fir::t floor e.n &uditorium ::ind 

sta~e; on its second floor , & rehearsal-reading room, E dres~in: room, fnd 

a make-up room. Thus v.as started our summer plE..yhouse which no1 has a 

nine-week season wi th t,,o perf?rmances e v,eek and I:.! ma tinec pe:rf0r ,ancc 

of a children ' s play by our children' i:, thE:.~tre . Directori: of Ne.;ro collebe 

theatres have accepted my invitation t'.) conduct 2 rnries of semin£.r:: es ~ar t 

of The Pl a)house progr&m. Enrollment is open t'l I'll psrfons0f the thet.tre , 

i rrespecti ve of phe.se of work , amateur , semi-professional , '1r ;::,rJfee:si0n:l, 

,• i thin or \·, i thout the state . Ju&t beginnin6 , our staffs, of courE.e , 2.re 

primari ly composed of emeteurs , supported b) an apprentice 5roup of students . 

No emphasi s has bten m&.de t0 extend our facil i t i es to professionl=.l theatre 

groups because I have felt thr,t v,e Vlere not reE<dy to offer them ,naxiwum 

benefi tE . c,msec,uently, last summer when four profesf i onals 1; pp lied, 
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admi ::si on u;,.& not granted . Our progress \ even i f me&sured in terms of 

increase i n enrollment) is in~pirinc . It is time nov. to eve lur te our 

methods of approach and broaden our scope to offer the Ne~ro dra.metie-t en 

experimental laboratory for testing his pro:iuctiom: , to encourage the Negro 

actor to trc.in and develop h i s art , e.nd t0 culti v&te an authenti c 1e~ro 

drama v.hi ch vi ll gradually build up its or:n tndi tiom 0f st:; le and form . 

A year of study v-ill enable me to prepare ID;),Eclf for the tGsl{ . Its i::uccees , 

ho.•·ever , ce.nnot be measured in termE of ;-eers but ?nly in c0ntinuE'l ad­

herence to its obj ecti ves ~nd the influ~nc£ it cxerte. . 

1f the t hree universi t i es , Y&le Oni versi~l , The U~ivers i t;} 0! 

.ftichi '-'an, and the University 0f I?\&, ,.hich &re rloin~ the :cinct of tnining 

I am see.dn6 , I have rnlected Yale . I t h[:S '«:ept intect the :iumati c tr&di­

t i ons v;hi ch George Pi erce B&Ker brou0 ht from his 11 4.7 11 v:or<Fhop t.t Hervard; 

i t hes recently drasticall y revi sed the organi zati on of i ts druna department; 

it has a reputution for thoroughnefs of prepart>tion; i t has the prestige 

v,hi ch only recogni zed achie,ement Cb.n cf.tc.blish; and i t ic not too fEr 

removed from the ci tadel of the legitimate thei:.tre to lose ei ;;ht of nev;er 

trende and technie;.ues . 'I his depart,nent has also & s eminent a E;roup of 

drama authori t i es as any s i milar dep&rtment in the countD : "~ll:2.rdyce 

Ni coll as di rect0r e.nd professor of plal v.-rit i n.s , Ji l exEnder Dean as essociate 

professor of pla:r producti on, Donald OeslEint:er as e:=::Eistant professor of 

sceni c design, and Stanley 1\1cCandless es associate profeseor of stege 

lighting . Under thcs~ five I shE<ll ,vor k . 

\\est Virginia state College publir5es, as ti;,eoccu, fun m,~ires 

i t , mono.;rems b) members of its feculty . 1r expctt t~e it _,>ublish the 

results of my high school surveJ and my fir~ing& in ffl. field of stege '.Ila. {etup . ,.,, , 



If the l atter proves to possess p-?pular appeE.l , I should u·<e to republish 

i t in bootc form; the former ( the ::;urve)) mEy prove :,f vulue in condensed 

form for arti cles i n educc:ti onal journals . My crestive v:ritin6 , ill f i rst 

be tested on my ,,est Vi r3ini a audiences; then '.)ffered t-? &1\, interested 

dramati c grou ps . 

As I have been g i ven e luve of absence, I hc.ve ever:,,- reas'.)n to 

believe :h&t I shc.11 be able to return to ,,est Virginie:. Stt te College c:t the 

C'.)nclusi on of m:, study . 'Ihere I shc.,l l C'">nccntrate upon reachi n6 ID;') objec­

t i ves i n my chosen f i eld of v:ork: dre,m: . 

Ri, 



JdS:tu:• of Rtftr•DM 
rwu s. B!LOHIB 

Rr, A£QH H1 2B1PPa Depanaent ot Jncllah ~• and Literati.in, 
University ot Pennqlftnia 

I rnenber tlr. Belcher w,iy wll, and can aeeure you 

that eo tar aa bia record 1n rq coureea coee, he did dlatin«Uiabed wc:,rk. 

It 11 ,ome 7eara ago a1nce be•• here, but all VJ¥ ruction• •n favor­

able and I truat alno•nJT 1ou will gift h1a an oppo"unity to proOMtl 

with the niy 1ntereating research tMt he plans. 

Mr. Walter P, Eaton, Instructor of Playwriting, Yale University. 

Telegram Fannin Belcher• s musical comedies not good, but play 

is promising and Professor Nicoll likes his project ideas and thinks we 

could easily arrange useful study for him and would accept him gladly . 

Letter to Mr. Paty from .Mr. Belcher. 

I have rechecked my proposed budget. Although I 

feel that the ori ginal total was as close to the aver age as it could be 

without sacrificing many things not conducive to thorough mental concentra­

tLm, I have succeeded in r educing this total (12,419) to ~2,100 or, mor e 

accurately, t2,090. 
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JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 

( RElmr.lL) 
Yarmin Saffor• Belcher, J r . Special Field 

Aaaist&nt Prof•••or or Englia nnd D1Netor ot Dram.tic• 
ffest. Virgini& Stat. College, I ne-t.1tute (cm lt1aTe) 

f 
45 t icken:Mln Stnet, Hew Ha.-.n, Connecticut 

Plano Work 

Age 

'l'o cont.1.Jaa to concentrate upon thoH teobnioal ond er .. t.1•• phase■ ot 
pl qTr ilbUng, plq dinoting, produotion, atq• 11.Rhting and M.:e-u; which will 
deT&lop t bo1e skill.a ao n• c.au.ry i n th• proaotion of erti• t1c at&ndarda in 
Negr o draca. 

To oont!nu work oa Ph.D. at. tale. 

Digest of Application 

Born So1,t eat>.r, 1908, Savanntlh, Geor,ia. 

A. B. Linool.a. Un1wra1tf1 Pennsylftnia, 1928. U. A. On1nrl1ty ot 
P.nnql-m.aie.1 19!'0. 

Eftgl1ash inatructor, Lincoln Oni -nraity, 1928-!01 ♦lOOOJ aadat.ant. 
proteaaor ot Enclllh and di.Nct.or ot w-a.ut.10■, l!e•t VircWa State Coll•r•, 
1ase - , 11a20 - Jnoo. 
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DY PROORE!SS tnIDER ~"Y PRESENT GRANT 

Submitted bys Fannin s. Belcher, Jr. 

Were my progress thus far as a. Rosenwal.d Fellow 

to be measured in terms of completed activities, there woul.d 

be li~tle to record. Since it is not, but rather, I hope, 

by my advancement t oward the fuJ.fillment o~ the objectives 

outlined in my plan of work, there is much to write. 

Four a.11d a half months of ey year I s stuey at 

the Yale School of Drama have swiftly passed. It seems but 

a month ago that I had~ first cor..f'erence with Ur. Nicoll, 

Director of the Drama School. Not only did he point out 

that there were many conflicts in rcy- proposed schedule of 

courses but also did he suggest that tey" program of st~ for 

the year, if not ambitious, was at least unwise. A few 

courses well done were much more to be desired thun a number 

of courses which, by the vecy nature of their individual. re­

quirements, could receive only auperl'icial attention. When 

the instructors 1n· l.ighting, make-up nnd directing were con­

sulted and expressed a simil.ar view, I was part.ly convinced 

that they knew whereof they spoke. I-ull conviction came as 

I sett1ed down to my finaJ.ly approved courses in Pl~iting, 

Dramatic Theory and Criticism, Play Directing, and a required 

orientation course in theatre arts and st.age prodpction methods. 



Fannin~. Belcher, Jr. 

Aside f'rom these, Mr. rcCenclleso approved 1l\Y attending, 

whenever desired , his lectures on stage lighting. 

Each of tllese courses, si~ly and as a who:Le , are 

proving of immense value in advancing me toward II\Y ultimate 

goal: to receive those :t\mdamental.s in training that vlill best 

equip me to make a worthwhile contribution to the Negro 

Theat.1·e. 1.'Jhilc the course iu play clirocti.ng, is help,fu.l in 

this r espect and io devoloping within me a confidence which 

only sound knowl(;dgo of one's craft can do, I feel. it is but 

the essential. gi·ow1dwork neaessary t:or the advanced training 

to follow. In its e~pha.sis upon rudimentary principles, it 

of~ers littl.e opportunity f or i ndividual a3signmente other 

than as dewo~ated in vai·ious sroup exer cises. Those I have 

presented, have met the approval of tho InstGi'Ctor and were partly 

i nstrument.al in UV being permitted, at the beginning of" the 

second semester to enroll or audit in one of/the advanced 

cl.asses in directing. I eJ.ected to audit rather than enroll 

for two reasons; f'irst, the ·work of the first semester wouJ.d 

still have to be taken, and seco~, the pl~s to be directed 

by each member of the c1ass h&d been assigned. Consequent.]¥, 

this major project 'Would al.so have t o be done next yea» before 

creclit, was given. By auditing, tlum, I shaJl have no incom-

pletes on the record and yet profit by cl.ass discussiona and 

- the Instmictor' s lectures. Having couipleted the :first. year 

course and with the experience I have had, I shall be able next 

year to register f or both advancer cl.asses 3/1 <11 ;eating. 

u\· 
1~\!t-11 
f@H ,, 
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Had it not been for my- interest in playwriting, the 

instructors in lighting and make-up would 11ave readi]¥ admitted 

me to their classes. Bothfelt that the beginning pl~t 

should have as much time as ia possible for creative work. Mr. 

Eaton, Associate Prof'essor ot Playwriting, was ot the same 

opinion. Up to the presen~, I have completed a dramatization 

of S8.Illlel Adame• shortstory, "The Long Tryst"; a radio play, 

"Hurricane", which Ur. Eaton accepted for subnission to the 

Uew Haven Radio Station, w.r.c.c., now sponsoring weekJ¥ an 

original plq by a Yale Drama School student; six dramatiza­

tions and two adaptations which have been broadcast over 

w.c.H.s., a Charleston, West Virginia, Radio Station; and 

the first drafts ot two one act plays, "Thia Land of Oura", 

and " 'Twixt The Cup and The Lip"• 

A one act play which I had intended to write be­

came instead a shortatory,"Burnt Crust•", and~, before 

the end of the year, return to the first form. The scenario 

having been completed, I am now at work on a three act Pl.a¥, 

temporar~ titled "Big Oaks". My hope is that lihen se­

lections tor maJor productions by the Drama School are mde 

next September, this play will be wort.by ot inclusion. The 

production of one of my musical comed.1•• by the Cl.eveland 

Players and a one act play by the Harlem SUitcase Theatre 

of Mew York and the Dixwell Players of Uew Haven is a diatinct 

possibility. Mr. Ridgley Torrence who has been sent by the 

Rockefeller Foundation to Cleveland talked with me about the J 

musical; Mr.Hughes ot the Harlem ~itcase /JTheatre and Ur. 
f •/ I 

Wheatley of the Dixwell P1ayers a;e 1nterT8jed in the one 

act plays. 
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Alt.bough this is the extent of my playwriting ac­

tivities, I have done several researcn papers and critical 

reviews of New York plays for the seminar course in .ni-ama­

tic Theory and Criticism. Under• inspiring suptjrviaion 

of l!r. Nicoll who teaches t.his course, I have begun, out­

side of class requirement.a, what I hope will be one of m;y 

moat. ambitious undertakings, a book on the Negro and The 

American Theatre. As outlined at the moment a chapter ia to 

devoted to each of the following phases of' the subJect, 

"Critic• and Negro ~lqs on the 
Professional St.age(l859-1939)" 

"Negro Plays pn the Non-Professiona1 
Stage" 

"The Negro Character in American Pla.,ys" 
"The Negro Playwright" 
"The Critics and Negro Actora" 
"Negro Musical Comediea, Revues, and 

Folk Operas" 
"The Negro Little Theatre and The Drama 

Activities of' the Federal Theatre 
Units" 

"The Status of' Dramatics in Negro Schools 
and Colleges" 

"The Negro Stage Technician" 

A series of' bibliographi•• 1n the appendix will include all 

ar\_cll.ea published on :tlegro Drama, all available lists of' 

Nft~ plays, and a chronological chart of' facts relating to 

each. Interapered throughout. will be photoat.atio copiea of' 

pla.,ybilla and photographs of production scenes. It ia ~ in­

tention, through diligent research, interview•, and corres­

pondence, to prepare an exhaustive and a comprehensive 

source book of the llegro in relation to both the professional 

and non-professional theatre. 

Results so far have been encourM.ing• The chapter 
i 'I. 
ij]U ,. 
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on "The Critics and Negro Plays", the chronological chart and 
' 

the Pley lists have been written and read by Ur. Nicoll who 

was quite enthusiastic about it and urged me to go ahead with 

the project. The chapt.er on "The 11egro Actor" was started but 

had to be laid aside until I could s ecure for examination 

several. theses covering some aspects oft.he subject. Slowly 

gathering shape, as unpublished manuscripts wontinue to arrive 

from play agents aoo. authora, is the chapter on "Negro Playa 

on the Jfoo-Profeasional. Stage". The survey of dramatic• 1n 

the negro schools which forma the basia of 11\Y discusaion on 

mie statua of School and College Dramatics" is under VfaY• 

Meanwhile, I have been organizing the chapter on "Negro Plays 

and New York Producers and Play Agents". It wil.l, in a few 

~•, be reaccy- for Mr. ?ficoll'a criticisma. 

By the end of this school year, the maJor portion 

of the book should be in it*irst draft. I can o~ hope, tb r 

ao much or it depends upon the rapitity with which I can un­

eartb material, make contacts with varioua persons of the 

theatre, receive responses to my lettera, and procure out-o:f'­

the-wlq' thesea, article• ·and manuscripts. In thia connection, 

the atatt of the Yale Librar;y, Sterling, ia giving me aaaia­

tance which I never could have secured otherwise. The fact ie 

that. being here has made the book more than a dream. Yale's 

proximit,y t.o the New York Public Librar,y, the Schomburg 

Collection of Negro dat.a, ·the New York theatres and the Con-
J 

gressional. Library in Washington has enabl.ed me to expl.ore 

many avenues of investigation which would /)lave been unavail . la 
{ t' 

in West. Virginia. If' I can complete the ~rk by the end r:L the 
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school year, then shall follow important reviaions and final 

organization for which Mr. Nicoll'• invaluable counsel and 

Mr. Eaton'• wiae suggestion• will be, I feel., indispenaabl.e. 

Despite this streaa upon the cr eative and theoreti­

cal. sides of the theatre, I have not been allowed to for sake, 

entire]¥, practical stag• production. Drama 9, the orientation 

course, aeea to th.a.ti A series of' lectures by each member of' 

the Drama School faculty is but. a preamble to required appren­

tice work in the theatre workshop. Each student is assigned 

to a particular crew; it m.ay be a costume crew, a building 

crew, a property crew or a stage crew. Work on only two crewa 

is demanded of pl aywrights. So far I have served time on a 

stage crew and am now a member of the building crew. lfo 

doubt by the time I f ini sh with it, I abeJJ be qui te an adept 

stage carpenter as I am a scene shifter. Although all re­

quirements for Drama 9 will have been satislied when I sucmit 

a production book for a one act pl.ay( due next month), I have 

asked that I be appointed stage manager for one of the minor 

productiona. The experience should be worthwhile. 

This survey of nu course at Yale has a-t-tempted to 

present the highlights of~ progress as a Rosenwald Fellow. 

Affirmative responaes t.o requests whi.uld necessikt.e ac­

tivity outside the Drama School have been strict]¥ limited. 

An extensive reading schedu1e well occupies DI" spare time. I 

have, however, accepted 1nvi1:,ationa to attend the Int.er­

collegiate Drama League Festival C th• f ifth anniversary r JU. i1 
celebration of the High School Pi.yer As,9oiation -which I 

I J f 
founded. Sometime ago I promised to serve aga;l.n as on,rot the 
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sponsors of a Tri-State Play Tournament and must make good 

t.hat promise bef'ore ~. 

As ·a whole the work at Yale has proved 4ntereating 

and stimulating. I am securing the methods and approach 

necessary in the organization of' a department of drama and a 

laboratory workshop through observation and analysis of a 

well organized department at work. I wanted inspirational 

guidance in pl~iting, directing, and critical evaluati0111 

Ur. Eaton, Mr. Nicoll and Ur. Mct!ullan are supplying it.~ 
• onzy regret is that time ia far t oo short in which to do all 

that •ne desires. Much id,)'et to be done. Some of it •11 be 

achieved by the end of the year. The rema:Jnder must await 

th• future. 



.---,~w-, ..... -._, . ._..._...,... ___ _ 
PLC' er r,r~, '.:"IN I -,-, ...... c ........ u .. ·u f 

TO 
1 

JULIUS r?O:'~>i':-!Al) f-UND f 
,----,~~- -· 

MY PLAN OF VIORK 

Submitted bys Fannin s. Belcher, Jr. 

As mentioned in nzy- first application, I have felt 

that, l acking as I did a sound fundamentai training in the 

arts of the theatre, the first year would bring knowl.edge 

of the tools of my craft; the second, skill in their use. 

Thus, my plan of work for the coming yea.I' is essential.ly 

and necessarily similar to that which I haYe followed 

This year. The period of training I have begun, I should 

Like to complete. 

During the term of nzy- second year's study, then, 

I want to continue to concentrate upon theatre arts, in­

cluding as they do, playwriting, directing, production, 

stage lighting, costuming and make-up. The important pre­

liminary work in each of these, except two, will be behind 

me and I shall. be fully prepared to take advantage of all 

the advanced courses denied me t.1)1s year. It is these ad­

vanced courses which are going to give me 

vital. to the stimulation of community drama and tothe pro­

motion of dramatic work in our Negro colleges. 

In addition to the general theatre work, I pro­

pose to emphasize particularly three thibgaa creative 

writing, directing, stage lighting and make-up. The latter 

two are phases of activity which 

year. Yet I want to begin, under 

I was unab1e to 
;/ I 

aupecyis1;on., my 
r.,. 
LJ.f ,, 

secure t.hia 

axperi-
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ments 1n make-up for Negro actors as distinct from the stage 

make-up primarily designed for white actora. This phase of 

activity has been inspired by personal experience 1n pre­

paring student actors for a performance and by the o-rten un­

i ntentional humorous ettecte produced by av students in work­

shop proJecta in stage make-up following the suggestiona of 

recognized texts on the subJect. Passively interested at first, 

I became active when investigation proved the dearth of spe­

cific material. which would satisfy the requirement• of the 

Ugero actor. Not.withstanding their thoroughness and expert 

handling of the subject, the present charts and booklet.a issu«ld 

by the cosmetic companies in the at.age make-up market base both 

their illustrations and suggeationa in the use of greaae pain~, 

powder and lining colora upon the blonde and brunette com­

ple_xions of lfordica. This possibly offers no ditticul.t;y for the 

few trained directors and individual act.ors but for the boat 

of untrained persona who, 1n good faith, depend upon theae 

sources, the situation offera distinct poaaibl.itiea. I plan to 

meet this need by buil~ upon accepted t'Undamentals a ••*1•• 

of teated suggestions, a guide-book, in stage make-up tor the 

Negro act.or, amateur and professional. So far as I have been 

able to discover there is no simil.ar study in process or re~ 

sul.ta of such a study available. 

Attention, likewise, shoUld be directed t.o lighting 

the stage for Negro actors. Skilled electriciana solve the 

ditticult,y for professional pro-du~iona but. what of the amateur 

direct.or who enthusiastic~ obeis the .P7f~ted ins,rtlctiona 

of the plq script when he should be us~ ?¥ts e;yea7 I intend 
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to otter solutions to this problem with t.he assistance of IAr. 

McCancUess, Associate Prot'cssor of Lighting. 

!.iuch bas already beenwri'tten about my work in pl.~­

writing and directing. Should I IN able to crystallize all 

t.he i deas I have and carry back to my teaching a keen 

technical insight which will foster creative workin f113' 

students of promise, I woul.d feel that the interest of th• 

Foundation irmu career has not been in vain. 

I want to complete, also, the final organization 

of nzy- book on "The Ilegro and The American Theatre". It. will, 

I believe, fill a def inite vacancy in the history oft.he 

American theatre. Instead of foll.owing the beaten path of the 

usua1 historical survey, it attempts to interpret the rel.ation 

and attitude of tb& theatre todat to the Negro plqwright, ac­

tor, technician, and plq. What is the attitude of the New 

York producers and pla_y agent.a? \that is the opinion o'f' the 

critics? What is the opinion of the box-office? Shoul.d Negro 

pleys deal exclusively with 'f'olk: material? Is a Negro Theatre 

the only final solution for Negro pl.qarighta? Is the sol.at.ion 

for the professional. Negro actor? Ia a Negro pley audience 

being developed? These are a f ew of the questiona the book pro­

posee to answer in direct quotationa throughout the chaptera 

alre~ listed in the r eport ot ~ progreaa. 

Simpl,y and aincerel.y phrased, I vrant to return to 

Yale next yea~ to continue my work in drama. This equipped I 

teeJ\that I can do much more than I could without it. 



LE! TE.RS OF REFERENCE 

Fannin Saffore Belcher, Jr1 

;tr, Walter Pritchard Ef.t.2!1, leaoclate P.to:f1,;1c.so:r:· of Playwrlghting, 
Yale University, Hew Haven, Connecticut. 

lly' contact •1th Mr. Belcher bas been i n play­

wrighting, only, and so f ar t h:h year he has been eo busy in the eohool t bat 

be has not been able to concentr• t e aa mu.oh as he would l ike t o on thia field, 

a.nd ,u, be need• to i f he ia to si-1 te • good play. I am not sure t b&t he 

dee1res t o become a playwright ao much ag to learnt.he technique of thEi craft, 

to help other s. Jor this he haa a good mind, and excellent cr 1t~cal Judgunt. 

1that he say• about the needa of t he Negro theatre .!!l .£! guide• to propel' make­

up and lighting 1s, I think, absolut ely correct, and he 1s aleo correct 1n 

auum.1.ng that he (or any student) needa a see,:,n<i yee.r of atudy in directing 

befor e he ia com~ten~ to handle productions. I have found, and I think sll 

our facult¥ has found, Belcher to be an extremely tact!'ul, polite, earneet 

and i ntelligent man, and t hat helping him gives pleaaure and promises prof it. 

As t ar as I 8Jll concerned,.[ should recollllD.end him very highly f or any fur ther 

help you might be able to give. 

Mr, Allard.Yee Niqoll. Chairun, Department or Drama, Yale Un1veroity. 

A f irst-claea ~tudent, ~ell i nfor ~ed, mature in 

Judgment nnd with a. definite end i n view. 

Hie Goheme for~ book ou The Negr;o and the Aaler1can 

Theatre ia an excel lent one. ilr eady he haa shown ii& 1 0.lle part of this and 

I can gi·n assurance t hat 1 t is aha.ping •·ell. If he carr1eo 0 11 in the way 

he haff begun, he •ill have produced a valuable book. I f eel ~ure tha1 a 

second year here would be ot very gr eat servr e• to hi■• 



(Letter s of Refore.aco - F ~u?1 i ": ::;r,,ff ::,r~ Belcher, Jr.) 

Kr, ~'rank McMul lag. Assi stant Professor of Play Product i on, Y~l e Ucl versity. 

Fr::>m ,.hat I have Deen of li\mnl:n Sd che:- , I it,>uld .. ny 

that he i e en intel ligent , consoinnt i ous and i ntoreatiog atudent. ills lrt:>r k. 

hat. been 1meg1nat 1ve end original. I n Jenner nnd perllonality ho is quite 

.renerved but capable of aesort1on whBn t he -:>c:caai on adsea. Hi e .:>pini ons 

and j udg0ente indi cate a ~a t ure and i'tOl l-~rder ed Jtlnd. He i s congeni al 

,md o,operative, havi ng tho cb1U.t y to l ead ne well a.a follo• . 

The program of ~or ~ out lined i s both interenti ng ~nd 

unuaual. I beli ove he can r cnlize hi s pl ono if he i s ill owed to oont1uue 

aare at Yal e , and i n my opinion he r apreaonts t he quality of student we most 

desi re. 



JULIUS ROSENWALD FlThTI) 

Application for reappointment should be filed by February 15, 1940. Please attach 
six copies of a report of your progress under your present grant, and of your plan 
of work for the coming year. 

Name Fannin Saffore Belcher, Jr, 

Present address 45 D1 ckerman Street, Hew Raven, CODuecticnt 

Permanent address 712 West Thirty-sixth Street, Savannah, Georgia 

Field Drama 

Concise statement of plan of work To continue to concentrate upon those 

technical and creative nhases of drama and theatrical production 

which will develon those skills so necessarv in the oromotion of 

artistic standards in Ne£ro drama. 

If fellowship is renewed, where and how do you propose to spend your time? 

At the School of Drama, Yale University, continuing the studies I 

am engaged in at present. 

Under whose supervision? Mr. Allardyce Nicoll, Chairman of Drama School 

For what period are you requesting a renewal? September, 1940 - June, 1 941 

Present status of work toward degree _Am completing the second of the re­

quired three years(minimum) for the Doctor of Philosophy degree 

List as references persons under whom you have worked during your present fellowship 

0 Mr. Allardyce Nicoll, School of Drama, Yale University;@. Frank 

McMull @ School of Drama; Mr. Al'tifil? Wilmurt1 School of Drama; Dr. 

H. H. Ferrell, West Virginia State College, Institute, W,Va,(Summer) 

Amount requested from the Fund --'$'--1_8_0_0 _______ 1'1.,.,...,~ .... ~..,.--- ~~~'t'!},-------
c Ci?, c-, ,.:s===! .9 

Publications., if any, since you were awarded a fellowship ''Negro Drama: An 

Estimate", Opportunity Magazine, October, '39; Art, in Arts Quarterly . 
7 ," ' 

Are you applying elsewhere for a. fellowship? If so, whe,re? _,...... ,_N_o .... ,r-...:I;:.._a_m=-.;;.;n;..;;o"""t~-,--,­
ll • i 'I. t ,,.,,. r 

Do you plan to return to your former position? -=I-=d~o;._ ___________ _ 



WEST VIRGINIA HIGH SCHOOL 

C ~ 

PLAY TOURNAMENT 

WEST VIRGINIA ST A TE CGLLEGE 
FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 

APRIL 14, 15, 1939 



D e<11cate<1 to 

RICH ARD BERRY HARRISON 

" De L awd " 

W ho did much to inspire an interest in 

Nevro Drama 



Fifth Anniversary of 

The West Virginia High School . 

Play Tournament 

Sponsored by 

The West Virginia Players 

West Virginia State College 

for 

The High School Players Association 
College Auditorium - West Virginia State College 

Inst itute, West Virginia 

Friday and Saturday, April 14-15, 1939-2:15 P.M. and 7:00 P.M. 

West Virginia High School Play Tournament 
OvR OB.TECTIVE: To raise the standards of dramatics in our high schools; to 
cultivate in our students a more genuine enthusiasm for drama; to promote 
the community use of dramatics as a valuable leis ure-time entertainment. 

The Major Tournament Rules 

1. The tournament is limited to one-act plays. 

2. The play must have no more than eight characters. 

3. The play must not exceed forty minutes. 

4. The cast must be composed of students enrolled in the school pre­
senting the play. 

Critic Judge 

Frank A. McMullan, Professor of Play Production, School of Drama, Yale 
University. 



Criteria of Judging Productions 

1. 5c.o/o For Presentation, meaning how well the idea of the play is conveyea. 

the casting, the tone, spirit and smoothness of the performance. 

2. 25% For Acting, meaning individual interpretation, sincerity and tech­

nique, as wen as the qualities of voice. 

3. 25% For Choice o/ Play, meaning its dramatic values, the appropriate­

ness to the group presenting it, and its general worth. 

Scenery and lighth,g wm not be judged.,. 

The T ournoment Prizes 

First prize . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . West Virginia Players' Cup 

Won by Garnet High School, 1938 

Second prize . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Delta Sigma Theta Plaque 

Won by Douglass High School, 1938 

Third prize Omega Psi Phi Cup 

Won by Dunbar High School. 1938 

Honorable Mention Drama Meta: 

Won by Genoa High School, 1938 

Best Female Performance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Alpha Kappa Alpha Trophy 

Won by Mary Ann Cyrus, Gamet, 1938 

All State Cast (5) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Association Pins 

Won in 1938 by Thomas Reynolds of Garnet; 

Mary Ann Cyrus of Garnet; Elizabeth Farris 

of Genoa; Ashby Taylor of Dunbar. 

Most Active Club Association Metal 

Won by Kimball High School, 1938 

Best Scrapbook Association Metal 

Original Playwriting Prize . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Association Pin 

Kimball High School, 1938 

Best Male Performance ... .. ....... . ......... . ... .. , . ... Kappa Alpha P si Trophy 

Won by Thomas Reynolds, Garnet, 1938 

Every noble activity makes room for itself. - Emerson 



H istory of W est V irginia Players' Assoc iation 

A little more than five y ears ago the agile and productive mind of Fannin 
S . Be lcher conceived the idea of an annual high school play tournament. "Our 
general purpose," wrote Mr. Belcher, "in sponsor ing the tournameot is to 
cultivate in our students a more genuine enthusiasm for drama and to educate 
our audiences to appreciate more fully dramatic art." Those who have fol­
lowed closely the history of the High School Players· Tournament can realize 
to what extent this project has met the objectives of the founder. At present 
there are nineteen schools affiliated with the Players• organization, with the 
p robability of other dramatic clubs joining in the future. 

April 12 and 13, 1935, saw the first play tournament in West Virginia for 
Negro boys and girls. Twelve schools actively supported this new but inter­
esting activity. The plays produced p ractically ran the gamut of diversity. 
Fortunately, however. members of the association were encouraged by the 
fact that coaches and productions should improve with time. 

First prize in the first tournament was awarded to the Dunbar High School 
players of Fairmont for their presentation of Frances Spencer's "Dregs." Sec­
ond prize, the Delta Sigma Theta Plaque, went to Douglass High School of 
Huntington for Ethelyn Saxton's "The Dance of the Red, Red Rose." James 
Felton of Aracoma High School, Logan, was given the Kappa Alpha P si trophy 
for the best male acting of the tournament. Geraldine Carpenter of Dunbar , 
Fair mont, won the Alpha Kappa Alpha cup for the most outstanding female 
acting . The scholarship award for 1935 was given to Herbert Gilmore of Gar­
net High School, Charleston. Edward Crowley, director of the Kanawha 
Players at that time, competently served the tournament as critic judge. 

Geraldine Carpenter Rose Rolls James Hill Ruby Johnson 

With a decided stimulation of interest, the second year of the High School 
Players' Tournament was all too soon upon us. But 1936 saw fourteen dra­
matic organlzatioru; lined up for further competition. Mrs. Marja Steadman 
Fear, professor of Speech at West Virginia University and Mr. Sterling Brown 
of Howard University were present to serve as critic judges. Their decisions 
brought forth the following results: Dunbar High School of Fairmont was 
again awarded the West Virginia Players cup for Dorothy Wilson's "The Whirl­
wind." The players of Aracoma High School, Logan, were given second place 
for their production of S. O. Griffin's "Crime Conscious." The Omega Psi Phi 
trophy for third place, went to Douglass High School of Huntington for "Mer­
cedes." Simmons High, Montgome ry, also received honorable mention for "Sub­
merged." The best male performance cup was given to James Hill of Aracoma. 
Geraldine Carpenter and Rose Rolls of Dunbar, Fairmont, divided honors for 
the best female acting trophy. The 1936 scholarship was awarded to James 
F elton of Aracoma. 

The 1937 season witnessed unparalleled enthusiasm on the part of contestants 
and coaches. Types of plays exhibited definite improvement. Judges num­
bered three: Miss Felicia D. Anderson, director of D ram a tics, Virginia State 
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College, Petersburg, Virginia; Mr. Percy Bond, Dramatic Director, A & T 
College, Greensboro, North Carolina, and Mr. Buell Whltehi!J, director of the 
Mai shall College Theatre, Huntington, West Virginia. Fifteen interesting plays, 

===----, representing fifteen organizations, were produced and I brought forth satisfactory results. Sumner High School 

1 of Parkersburg , won the West Virginia Players' cup for 
, Mae Barry·s "The Mother Who Went Away." Second 

place hono, s went to Aracoma High School, Logan, for 
Jean Nathan·s "The Master of Solitaire." Garnet High 
!;chool of Charleston, was awarded third place for Max­
ine Flnsterwald's "The Severed Cord." Honorable men­
tion was given Northfork High School for Jean Nathan's 
"The Blue Teapot." The Kappa Alpha Psi best male 
performance trophy went to Thomas Reynolds, Garnet, 
for his work In "The Severed Chord.'' Ruby Johnson 
of G arnet receivt::d the Alpha Kappa Alpha cup for the 
most distinguished female performance of the Tourna-

Thomas Re ynolds mcnt. 
The fourth year of the High School Players' Tournament forged ,ahead with 

decidedly keener Interests and expectations than had been exhibited in the 
llr~t three years. S ixteen schools actively participated, with two organizations 
listed as associate members. Three competent judges were called in to select 
and oifer criticisms. Mr. James W. Butcher, director of Speech and Drama, 
Howard University, Washington; Mrs. Rowena Jelliffe, director of The Gilpin 
Players, Karamu Theatre, Cleveland, Ohio, and Mr.Ollington E. Smith, direc­
tor of the Morgan Players, Morgan College, Baltimore, delighted the coaches 
with their experiences and sound suggestions. At the close of the contest, 
Garnet High School, Charleston, was awarded the West Virginia Players' cup 
tor Guernsey Le Pelley's "Another Beginning." The Delta Plaque went to 
Douglass Hig h School. Huntington, for Hartley Alexander's "Carved Woman." 
The Omega trophy, for third place was given the Dunbar High School Players 
for their presentation of Homer Nugent's "Hanging Uncle Henry." Thomas 
Reynolds, Garnet, for the second time was presented the Kappa cup for the 
most outstanding male performance of the tournament. The best female per­
formance trophy went to Elizabeth Farris, Genoa, for her work In "The Flight 
of the Herons." 

And now we turn our attention to the fifth year of the High School Players' 
Tournament. I shall not attempt to sum up events of this year because I am 
a little afraid to comment on future activities, before they have become esta­
blished historically. But I can truthfully say, and I believe many others will 
agree that the current Play Tournament, under the supervision of Frederick w. 
Bond, has successfully followed the trend of contempora1 y thought. This organi­
zation fully meets the requirements of a new and progressive generation. The 
success of the play tournament Is due largely to the unstinting efforts of Fannin 
S . Belcher, a man whose forethought has brought to the community and the 
State one of the most interesting, stimulating and thought-provoking projects 
of Its kind In West Virginia. I am confident that the coaches join me in wishing 
for the High School Players' A ssociation and for Its founder greater accomplish-
ments. 

-LEWIS V . BARNES 
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FRIDAY, APRIL 14 
2:15 P. M . 

I 

Wheatfire 
By HERMIE DUTHIE 

Martin Wade . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . Harry Hariston 
Ursula Wade ......... ..... ......... .. ..... ... .. . .. • ... ........ ...... . Helen Smith 
Anna . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mary Slnkford 
Motorist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jack Moss 

TIME: The present. 
SCENE: A wheat country. 

DIRECTED BY MISS MONETTA A . LIPSCOMB 
PRESENTED BY EXCELSIOR HIGH SCHOOL 

II 

The Sire De Maletroit's Door 
By ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON 

Alain, Sire de Maletroit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . George Claiborne Kates 
Blanche, de Maletroit, his niece . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dorothy Elinor Ross 
Denis de Beaulieu, a young cavaUer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jack Hobert Houser 
Priest 666 . • . • . • . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Herbert Venable 
Retainer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Norvelle Spurlarke Willis 

PLACE: A castle hall ln France. 

DIBECTED BY MISS LAVINIA NORMAN 
PRESENTED BY DOUGLASS HIGH SCHOOL 

III 

Tony Finds a Friend 
By HELEN HINES 

Maw Moore . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Grace Jones 
Paw Moore . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Winifred Welch 
Jeanie Moore . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Vera Shepherd 
Tony . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . .. .. . . .. .. . .. .. .. . . . . . .. . .. . W illiam Whitted 

TIME: The present. 
PLACE: The kitchen In the Moore's farmhouse. 

DIRECTED BY MRS. BERTHA J. WASHINGTON 
PRESENTED BY SIMMONS HIGH SCHOOL 

IV 

A Toast That We Can Drink 
Mme. De Ramouquet ..... ...... ........ ......... ......... .. ...... Cora McDowell 
Telnette ............ .. .. . .................. . ............... • • . .. ... . . Naomi Peters 
La Torche . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rachael Amiss 
Louise ................ · ........................................... . Edith McClung 

TIME: The present . 
PLACE: A small, French town. 

DffiECTED BY EDWIN RICHARDSON 
PRESENTED BY SUMNER HIGH SCHOOL 
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7:00 P. M. 

I 

Black Harvest 
BY WILLIAM B. SEARS 

Paul Schwartz, the son . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Harry Smith 
Doctor Bauer, a doctor ............. ... ... ..•.........•. .. . .... . .... Charles Hart 
Krut Schwartz, the father . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . William Hart 
Joey Schwartz, another son . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Joseph Nelson 
Matt Stransky, a neighbor ........................................ Clifford Brown 

TIME: The present. Summer. 
PLACE: The Schwartz farm in western Kansas. 

DIRECTED BY PHELYX G. SCOTT 
PRESENTED BY DUNBAR HIGH SCHOOL 

II 

The Mother Who Went Away 
By MAY HAWLEY BARRY 

Miss Dillion, floor supervisor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Benena Hereford 
Miss Masters, a nurse .. . ............ . ..... . . • ... • .......... Anna Mae Henderson 
M1 s. Cl : yson, Joan's stepdaughter ... .. ......... . . ....... ... . ... . . Wilma Flowers 
The Woman, a stranger . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sarah Gibson 

TIME: The present. At midnight. 
PLACE: Chart room of a hospital. 

DIRECTED BY MISS MILDRED HJNSHA W 
PRESENTED BY MONONGALIA HIGH SCHOOL 

III 

Fright 
By JAMES REACH 

John . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nathaniel Phillips 
Martha, his wife .......... ... ... . ... . . . .......... . ... . . ... . · ·. . . . . Kelsie Dodson 
Eva, daughter-in- law . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Louise Parks 
Harris . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Simon Cardwell 
Howard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . James Anderson 

TIME: The present. Midnight of a spring day. 
PLACE: The study of John Fairbride's home. 

DIRECTED BY MRS. E. C. WELLS 
PRESENTED BY GARY NEGRO HIGH SCHOOL 

IV 

A Night at an Inn 
By LORD DUNSANY 

A. E. Scott-Fortescue (The Toff) a dilapidated gentleman .. D. L. Ferguson, Jr. 
William Jones (Bill) .............. .. ........ . ...................... John E. Rakes 
A lbert Thomas .................................. • • ........ . ..... • •.. John Brown 
Jacob Smith (Sniggers) ........ . ................. . ................. James Brown 
First Priest of Klesh . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . Robert Drain 
Second Priest of Klesh . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . • . . . . . George D. Brock 
Third Priest of Klesh ............ . .... . ... . ....................... Walter Morris 
Klesh ..................•............................. • • .. . . . . . . . . Charles Browne 

TIME: Uncertain. 
PLACE: The taproom of a deserted English Inn. 

DIRECTED BY MRS. VERA FORD POWELL 
PRESENTED BY TEACHER-TRAINING HIGH SCHOOL 

4 



SATURDAY, APRIL 15 
2:15 P. M. 

J 

.Bread 
By FRED EASTMAN 

John Curtis ......... . .............. . ..... • •....... .......... ........ Jesse Jewell 
Martha Curtis .'. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Christine Jewell 
Grandma ............................... . ...... • • . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . Ellen Simmons 
Stella . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Olivia Ferguson 
Betty . ... . ...... . ... . ... . .. . ............................... • • . . . . . . Ivy Henderson 
Jim . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . John Coleman 

TIME: The present. 
PLACE: Valley of the River Kaw, in east central Kansas . 

DIRECTED BY MRS. EMMA BARNES CARTER 
PRESENTED BY ARACOMA HIGH SCHOOL 

II 

Trouble in Tunnel M ine 
By S. SYLVAN SIMON 

Jan, a coal miner .............................. . ................ Lafette Jenkings 
Dave, eldest son .. . ....•........... . ... . ............................. John Taylor 
Pete, youngest son .. . .......................... • • . • •. . . . . . . . . . . Joseph Connelly 
Joe, another miner .... . ...................................... . . . .. . Charles Jones 

TIME: Just before noon. 
PLACE: Cross-section of a tunnel in a coal mine. 

DIRECTED BY DREXEL THOMPSON AND PHILLIP G. JEFFERSON 
PRESENTED BY GENOA HIGH SCHOOL 

III 

Wise Girl 
By E. CLAYTON McCARTHY 

Roger Blake . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Billy Miller 
Mrs. Blake ... . . .. . ............. • • .. • •................... . . .. Veretta Washington 
Elizabeth Nolan .... . •... ... ... • .... . ...... .. ................. ...... Ola Hamilton 
Maybelle Morris ........................... .. . • • . ... - - . • . . . . . . Margaret Saunders 

TIME: Just before Roger's birthday dinner. 
PLACE: Blake's living-room. 

DIRECTED BY GEORGIA V. REID 
PRESENTED BY ELKHORN HIGH SCHOOL 

IV 

Anti-Clockwise 
By MURIEL and SIDNEY BOX 

Clara Fitzwater . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Idella Foulks 
Emily Jackson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Goldie Reed 
Elizabeth Aldringham. Clara's niece and Emily"s cousin ...... Bernice Redman 
Dr. Flora Richmond . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Thelma Taylor 

SCENE: A ground floor sitting room of Clara Fitzwater·s house. 

DIRECTED BY MRS. MAE STEWART 
PRESENTED BY NORTiiFORK HIGH SCHOOL 
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7:00 P. M. 

I 

Echo 
By ROBERT KASPER 

Mary Ross . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Martha Lewis 
Henry Ross .......... . ..................... . ... . .. ....... . .... .. Nathaniel Reeves 
Lillian Ross . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mary Ogden 
David Ross .................................................... , • . . George Bailey 
Voice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Emmett Saunders 

TIME: The present, just before 8 o'clock in the evening. 
PLACE: Living room of the Ross home. 

DIRECTED BY R. L. FRANKLIN 
PRESENTED BY KELLY MILLER HIGH SCHOOL 

n 
Thank You Doctor 

By GILBERT EMERY 

Mrs. Lester . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ernestine Bessie Myers 
Nurse . . .............. . ..... • . . ....................... . ........ Ruth Mallnda Pryor 
Doctor .. . ... . • . . ................. • . . ......... • ... • . . ........... Jack McGhee, Jr. 
Cort . :. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Vernon Algernon Wilson 
Patient . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lenard Carl Rohr 

TIME: Ten o'clock in the morning. 
PLACE: Reception room of Dr. Gurney·s office. 

DIRECTED BY MRS. GENEVA H. WALKER 
PRESENTED BY KIMBALL HIGH SCHOOL 

III 

Innocent Lamb 
By MARJORIE DA VIS WHITE and PHILIP G. WHITE 

Robert Noble ...................................... • • .... • •........ Robert Glenn 
Ann Noble . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Willie Wright 
Emily .... ......... .......... ........ ..................... • . . . . . . . . . Ruby Manual 
La Verne Dejoie . .. ... ........ .... ........ . ..................... Beulah Persinger 
Messenger Boy . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Preston Moore 

TIME: Monday morning, the present. 
PLACE: Breakfast room in a New York apartment. 

Sid Stewart 

DffiECTED BY MRS. MARJORIE DA VIS WHITE 
PRESENTED BY STRATTON HIGH SCHOOL 

IV 

The Curse O' God 
By MARCUS BACH 

W. Kenneth Vanhook 
Jerusha Stewart . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rebecca Lenora Liggins 
Amanda Stewart ................ • •. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Margaret Elizabeth Rollins 
Ali via Stewart . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . Anne Kathryn Flagg 

TIME: The present, 7:30 of a spring morning. 
PLACE: Southwestern farmhouse. 

DIRECTED BY LEWIS V. BARNES 
PRESENTED BY GARNET HIGH SCHOOL 
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Incidental Music .................. . .. .. .. . College Glee Club, College Orchestra 
Criticisms and Appraisals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Professor Frank A . McMullan 
Presentation or Association Honor List .... Mr. Bruce Hull, Executive Chairman 
Presentation of Trophies . . Hon. W. W. Trent, Superintendent, Free Schools, 

West Virginia 
After the Storm . . . . . . . . . . . . . Judge and Directors, in the Reception Room 

The Sponsors 
Executive Committee or the High School Players' Association: Mr. Bruce 

Hull. chairman; Miss Lavinia Norman, secretary; Mr. Robert R. Cobbs, Mr. 
Lewis V. Barnes, and Mrs. Marjorie Davis White. 

Critic Judge 
Professor Frank McMullan is an authority in the field of drama. In fact, he 

knows the theatre inside and out. His ex periences and observations have em­
braced directing, writing, acting, designing, lighting, constructing properties, et 
cetera. 

His scholastic attainment was so remarkable while a student at Yale that he 
was placed on the faculty upon his receiving the Master of Fine Arts degree, 
in Play P roduction. In the Yale Theatre he is supervisor of all student pro­
ductions. In addition. he directs the public performances in the Yale Uni­
versity Theatre. 

For two years. he was Director of D ramatic Arts, Stephens College, Columbia, 
Missouri, where he was also in charge of the college theatre. When time per­
mits Professor McMullan di~ects various groups in New Haven, Connecticut. 
He often directs the Wharf Theatre in Providencetown, Massachusetts. 

Production Staff-West Virginia Players 
Technical Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . John A. Fountain 
Assistants ... . .. ... . ... ..... . ................... John A. White. and John Cuyjet 
Workshop Assistants .. .. .. Harry A. Braxton, William Shellcroft, George Gray 
Business Managers ... .. .... . ... . ........ Evelyn Thompson, and Virginia Jarrett 
Stage Managers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Charles Minor, Mac Ross 
Properties . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . William Mickey 
Entertainment ....... . .. .. ... . ... . . : . .. . ........... Players. Mimes. Drama Class 
College Adviser ... . .... . ........... .. ........ , .... . ........... Fredrick W. Bond 
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SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITI ES 

Thursday evening, April 13 
8:00 P.M. - Optional Rehearsal Period (Auditorium, Administration Buildini:) 

Friday, Apri I 14 
7 :00 A.M. - Breakfast 
7 :30 A.M. - Optional Rehearsal Period 

12:30 P .M. - Dinner 
2:15 P.M. - Plays 
4:30 P.M. - Get Acquainted Tour 
5 :30 P.M. - Supper 
6:00 P.M. - At Home-Residents of P rlllerman Hall (Lobby) 
7:00 P.M. - The P lays 

10:30 P.M. - Directors' Banquet-
Buffet Snack for Contestants, Prillerman Lobby 

Saturday, Apri I l 5 
7:W A.M. - Breakfast 
7:30 A.M. - Optional Rehearsal Period 
9:00 A .M. - Breakfast Party for Contestants and Friends. Foyer of Glasscock 

Hall 
9:30 A.M. - Directors' Discussion Period, Mr. McMullan, Leader 

12:30 P .M. - Dinner 
1 :00 P.M. - Pictures if Directors and Contestants, Administrative Building 
2:i5 P.M. - Plays 
5:30 P.M. - Supper 
6:00 P.M. - At Home-Residents of H!ll Hall (Lobby) 
7:00 P.M. - The Plays 

10:30 P.M. - After the Storm, Judge and Directors (Reception Room) 
10:30 P.M. - Informal Reception, Contestants and Friends (Dean of Women's 

Office) 
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The Standard 

of Taste in Home Furnishings is 

WOODRUM'S 

Charleston 



faor A1nate11r Dra1natics 

.. 
Compiled by 

... F.b PEtc*E,R+lfw . 
Director of Dramatics . . 

West Virginia State College , 



... 

. , 

FOREWORD 

Thii;, bibJ"t,g ·nphy* is intertded, primarily, as a guide 
k• med thp needs of the high school teacher who i s 
frequently 1iJaecd in ;!ha ·gc of dramat;cs. It can, how­
ver, scrv~ a:; a han<ly soun·t 4Jf~infoqnation for the Little 

Theatre Diree or and for all ot~1ers who sometimes may 
wntmu in o th<' field of play prodm tio~. • 

, " .. . 
In arld tion t.> th1•se item~, the high ,chool teacher a,1d 

he Litt]£• 'Dlu·atre. Director might firnl provocative if in 
no other \\ay than in t>roadening thei1· approach to dra,.­
m11t"cs ' -; a vital part of child training- Rus~ell's ,"Drama 
as a Fuctor n <: i<'ial -V.du,·ntion." Doubleday, Doran and 
Co., Xl:w York. 1924. • ' · 

t 
Th0 Pi:-h ~chool T achr-r may also find of bepefit 

•, Viola W. N .. "C1·eat·v • Dramat cs for Secondary Ed­
ucatifln", ~'xpression Co, Bostpn, 19!l2. , 

Ward, Win°fr€'d, ''Creative Dramatics for Upper 
G1;:.ides and Juuio1 T--ligh ~C"hools", Appleton-Century 
<"o., 1 !YlO • 

. ' 

• 1t·or a more complete reference list, the r eader is 
directed to S. M. Tucker's "Theatre Books for the School 

\ Library", Theatre Arts, Inc., 40 East 49th Street, New 
York City. 

'1' I • • 



A Selected Bibliography 

OF BOOKS ON ST.\GECR.\FT, PUBLISHERS OF 
PLAYS. AND DEALERS I N ,\ND MANUF,\C­

TURERS OF STAGE EQUIPMENT FOR 
.\M.-\ TEUR DR.\lll:'ic TICS 

I. GE;'l"ER.\L REFERENCES ON THE .\RT OF 
PRODUCING PL.-\ YS 

Bosworth, Halliam, ·'Technique in Dramatic Art", Mac­
Millan Co., New York, 1932. 

Campbell, Wayne, "Amateur Acting and Play Production''. 
Macmillan Co., New York, 1931. (Includes five or;l?;­
inal non-royalty one-act plays). 

Chubb, Percival, "Fe;;tivals and Plays in Schoob and 
Elsewhere", Harpers, New York, 1912. 

Clark, Barrett, "How to Produce Amateur Plays", Little, 
Brown and Co., ~ew York, 1925. 

Crafton and Royer, "Acting: A Book f<>!' Beginner:<". 
F. S. Crofts Co., New York, 1'128. 

Cr.,,.fton and Roye1·, ·'The P1·ocess of Plav Product;on'', 
F . S. Crofts Co .. New York, 1926. 

Dolman, John, "The Al't of Play Production", Harper,, 
New York, 1928. (Recommended for school libral'ie~) 

Eastman and Wilson, "Drama in the Church", French Co., 
New York. 1933. 

Jlamilton, Clayton. "Studies in Stagecraft", Holt Co .. 
New York, 1914. 

,Johnson, Gertrude, "Choosing a Play", D. Appleton-Cen­
tury Co., New York, 1920. 

:Mackay, Constance, ·'How to Produce Children's Plays" 
Holt Co., New York, 1915. 

Seldon, Samuel, "A Player's Handbook'', F. S. Crofts Co .. 
New York, 1934. 

Smith, Milton, "The Book of Play Production". D. Apple­
ton-Century Co., New York, 1933. (An excellent 
book for amateur dramatics) . 

Smith, Milton, "Guide to Play Selection", D. Appleton 
Century Co., New York, 1932. 

Sutton, Clarence, "Producing in Little Theatres", Henry 
Holt, New York, 1921. 

Simonson, Lee, "The Stage Is Set", Harcourt, Brace Co .. 
New York, 1933. 

Wise, C. M., "Dramatics for School and C'ommunity". 
Appleton Co., New York, 192:3. 

' , 
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II. CHOOSING THE PLAY 
.\. Books of Short P lays 

In choo!'ing a play the director should consider foui· 
things: (1) The ability of his actors; (2) The equipment 
of the stage; (3) The type of audience, and (4) His 
capabil t ies as a dil'ector. See Milton Smith's "Guide to 
't-'Jay Production". 
Coh,m , Helen L., "One Act Play,;", Harcourt, Brace Co., 

New York, 1925. 
1)ean, Alexandet, "Seven to SeYcntccn·•, Samuel French 

Co., New York, 1934. (Twenty-one plays for boys 
and g rls between seven and seventeen.) 

Dayton and Banatt, "Book of Et1tertaimnent and Theatn­
cals", .McBt'ide Co., New York, 1923. 

"One Act Plays for Stage and Swdy··, 
Samuel French Co., New York, six series. 

L,imkin, Nina B., "Good Times for All Times", Samuel 
F rench Co., New York, 1934. (A cyclopedia covering 
the entire field of recreational activities) . 

Leonard, S. A., '·The Atlantic Book of l\Iode1·u Plays", 
Atlantic .Monthly Press, Boston, 1921. 

Loving, Pierre, "Ten Minute Plays" , Bretanos, New 
). ork, 1923. 

ltfrhardson, 11,'illis, '·Plays and Pageants from the Life 
of the Negro', Associated Publishers, 1638 Ninth 
Street, N. \f .. \Vashington, D. C., 1930. 

Snook, Lee 0., ''The Second Year Book of Short Plays'' , 
Row, Peterson Co., Evanston, Illinois, 1933. (Twenty­
five new non-royalty plays) . 

B. Play P ublishers 
(Each company will send a catalog of its plays, free 

of charge. Few will send plays on approval.) 

Samuel French 
25 West Forty-fifth Street 
New York 

(The oldest and largest play publishing firm~ 

W. H . Baker Company 
178 Tremont Street 
Boston, Mass. 

The Dramatic Publil'lhing Compa11y 
59 East Van Buren Stl·eet 
Chicago, Illinois 

Community Drama Service 
315 Fourth A venue 
New York 

(Inexpensive plays for all occasions) 

The Northwestern Press 
2600 P ortland A venue 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

I 1 , 
' 11 ., 
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Longmans, Gr een and Company 
P lay Department 
55 Fifth A venue 
.New York 

Row, Peterson, a nd Company 
1911 Ridge Avenue 
Evanston, Illinois 

Whetmore Declamation Bureau 
1304 South Newton Avenue 
Sioux City, Iowa 

T he Drama Book Shop 
-18 West Fifty-second Street 
New York 

( Handle" al l drama publication; free mailing list) 

HI. SETTING T HE STAGE 

. \ . Stage Scener y 

In :sPlting ,he ,;tage the director should strive for a 
,-implicity of efl"eet which suggests r ather than reproduces 
t he actual :sc,,ne. This creates a stage picture as eft'ec­
t ive a s the oncJ popular realistic sets with half the cost. 
~ee Lee Simon,-on's "The Stage Is Set". 

(T he following manufacturer s or dealers supply com-
I> lete !Seti-;, draperies, cycloramas, etc. Ca talogs available.) 

Bliss Display Company 
534 West Thirty-fourth Street 
New York 

I. Weiss and Sons 
445 West Forty-fifth Street 
~ew York 

),Tovelty Scenic Studios 
a40 West F orty-first Street 
New York 

Cleon T hrockmorton, Inc. 
102 West Third Street 
New York 

(Covers entire field of stage equipment and offers ex­
P<'rt adv ice on entire production, including unit sets , elec­
trical supnlies, proper ties, a nd costumes.) 

Tiffin Scenic Studios 
Tiffin, Ohio 

B. S tage Hardware 

J. R. Cla ncy, Inc. 
~yn1cuse. New York 

... 



Peter Clark, Inc. 
548 West Thirtieth Street 
New York 

(Mr. Clark and his assistants have developed a Scene1·y 
Kit which contains plans, all hardware, and other acces­
sor ies needed for the construction of ;;cenerv with the 
exception of lumber and covering material~.)· 

Cleon Throckmorton, Inc. 
102 West Third Street 
New York 

C. Stage Lightin!,: 

Cen tury Lighting Equipment, Inc . 
419 West Fifty-fifth Street 
New York 

Display Stage Lighting Company 
442 West Forty-fifth Street 
New York 

Kliegl Bros.: Universal Stage Lighting Co. 
321 West Fiftieth Street 
New York 

The follo·ving books will p rove useful : 
McCandless, S . R., "A Method of Lighting- i he Stage", 

Theatr" Arts, Inc., New York. 
Nelms, Henning, "Lighting the Amateur Stage", Theatre 

Arts, Inc., New York. 
Seldon, Samuel, "Scenery and Lighti1!g- ior School and 

Little Theatre Stages", Unive1·s ity of :\ort h Carolina, 
Chapel Hill,, N . C., 1928. 

Seldon and Sellman, "Stage Scenen· and Lighting". 
F. S. Crofts Co., New York, 1930. ( .\ n excelle nt 
handbook). 

D. Stage ProJ>crlie.., 
Theatrical Prope1 ties Studios 
502 West Forty-fourth S'.rcl't 
New York 

TV. DRESSING THE ACTORS 

.A. Stage Costumes 

In dressing the actors, wit h the except"on of costume 
plays where authenticity is the keynote, lhe directo•· 
should guard against three thing~: (1) Styles not in keep­
ing with the mood and time of the play; (Z) Colors not 
in harmony with the settingg or with each other . and (:3 ) 
Monotonous repetition of the same co,;tume e' t her indi­
vidually or collectively. See Cont emporary Fashion 
Books. 

Baum's, Inc. 
114 South Eleventh Stree t 
Philadelphia, fa. 



, 

' .. • 
The·•Coffey Costume Studios 
1115 Fifteenth Stt-eet. N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 

' ' Dazian's, Inc. 

.. 
142 West Forty-fourth Street 
Xew York ''. ., 

Spec'alizes in costume mate-rials. Samples sent on reque~t. • 

\ 

Eav$!s Costume Co., Inc. 
153 West Forty~~i-:xth Street 
Xew York ,_\ 

.Jack Goldsti"n 
305 :.'\foq·is Street 
Charleston, West y;rginia 
:\! ill er C'ostumier 
236 Smith Eleventh Street 
Phil;vl~lphia, Pa. 

Waas and Sons 
12'.3 South Bl event h Sn·cet 
Ph'ladelphia, Pa. , 

The following- books will prove useful: 

.. • 

Bradshaw, Fanny; "Stage' Costumes for A~ateurs", But­
•erick Publi~hing Oo., 161 Sixth Avenue, New York, 
H/32. ( Buiterid: patterns are available for each 
ros•ume illu\;frated). 

f)abrH'Y and WLle, ''A Hook of r>ramatic Costume", F. S. 
· • Crofts Co., New York, l:J30. (Authoritative references 

fo1· illu!1tl"1tions at end of each chapter). 
Chal~1crs, H .. ''Clothesi On and Off the Stage", D. ,Apple- _ 

' tnn ( o, New York, 1925. 
';, imball and Wells, "Gostuming" a Play"~ Century Co., ' 

:\' cw York, 1925. ~ 

l\lackay, Constance, "Ccistume. and Scenery f~r Aipateu,rs",. 
Henry Holt Co .. New York, 1917. • 

Young, Agne~ B., "Stage Costuming", Macmillan Co., 
Xe\, York. 1927. 

B. Stage :\la!<c-U'p 

Max. Factor Make-up Studios 
1666 :North Highland .Avenue. 
Hollywood, California • 

(~pecial booklets on the ,art of make-up are 
uoop requ~st). 

Virginia Lee, Inc. 
324 Baltimore A venue 
Baltimo,e, Maryland 

M. Stein Cosmetic Co. 
51 Madison Avenue 

available 

' ... 

.. 

,. 

. ' 

... 

("Row to 
Xew York . 

:\fake-up" booklets sent free of charge) .-
, ,. 
'' 
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The following books will prove useful: 

Baird, John F., "Make-Up", Samuel French, New York, 
1930. (An exccUent manual fot· the beginnet· in 
Make-up). 

Chalmers, Helena, "The Art of Make up", D. Appleton­
Century Co., New York, 1928. 

Rodgers, W. L., "Rodger's Make-up Book", Dramatic 
Publishing Co., Chicago, 1930. 

, ·. PERIODICALS DEVOTED TO CONTEl\tPOR.\.RY 
DRA)L\ 

A. ~lonthly ~lagazines 

Theatre Arts Monthly 
40 East 49th Street 
New York City 
Editor: Edith J. R. Isaacs 

<Offers practical advice to Little Theatres , t hrough its 
Little Theatre Department). 1 

Drama Magazine 
Drama Corp. 
Hi West 44th Street 
New York 

B. Publishing Com))any Bulletins 

Lagniappe (Dramatic Xcwspapcr) 
Row, Peterson, Co., 
1911 R'dge Avenue 
Evanston, Illinoig 
Editor: Lee Owen Snook 

(~o charge made for issues) 

Playg of the Month 
Ingram P1·oduction, Inc. 
Community Theatre Department 
Gansert Building 
Rock Island, Illinoig 

(Copies mailed free of charge) 

VI. THE.\ TRIC.\.L .\SSOCI.\ TIONS 
The National Theatre Conference 
(A co-opera_tive membernhip organization) 
40 East 49th Street 
New York 

<Membership is open to schools, group, and individuals 
interested in the theatre). 

Repertory Playhouse Associates, Inc. 
27 West 15th Street 
New York 

<Membership is open to those interested in the establish­
ment of an Ameril'an folk theatre.) 

I 
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1940 JW 

Name 

Plan of Work 

Fannin Saffor e Belcher, Jr. 

45 Dickerman Street 
New Haven, Connecticut 

Drama 

REAPPOI NTMENT 

To continue to concentrate upon those technical and creative phases 
of drama and theatrical production which will develop t hose skills so necessary 
in the promotion of ar tistic standards in Negr o dr ama. 

Will continue at Yale Univer sity to secure Ph.D. degree . 

Personal Data Born Savannah, Georgia, September, 1908 . 

Undergraduate Work Lincoln Universi ty , A. B. , 1928 . 

Graduate Work Universi ty of Pennsylvania, M. A., 1930 . 

Yale Universi ty, 1938 -

Experience Engl ish i nstructor, Lincoln Univer sicy, 1928- 30, $1000; 
assistant professor of English and director of dramatics, 

West Vi rginia St ate College , 1938 - , $1620:-$2100. 

Accompllahmenta Arti cle in Opportunity , October, 1939. 

Rosenwald Fellowships, 1938, $2000, 1959, $1500 . 

Refenmc• 
Allardyce Ni coll, School of Drama, Yale University 
Frank McMullan, School of Drama, Yale Univer sity 
Arthur Wilmurt, School of Drama, Yale University 
H. H. Fer rell , West Vir ginia St ate Col lege 

Total Amount ! eeded $1800. 00 
From Applicant 
From Fund $1800.00 

AMOUNTG nED 



PART I 

MY PROGRESS UNDER THE PRESENT ORJI.NT 

Submitted by: Fannin s. Belcher, Jr. 

Standing at the midway point of my second year 

as a Rosenwald Fellow and glancing backward, I sincerely 

feel that my work and study at the Yale Drama School have 

been wortlfhile. I have acquired, scholastically and cre­

atively, more confidence as my training has increased, have 

become more sensitive to the scope of the tasks ahead of me, 

more conscious of the need of a wider point of view and of 

the growing importance of my objectives: the promotion of 

Negro drama as a vital and important part of the asseits, real 

and potential, of the native American drama; ••• whetheir it is 

accomplished by me (this, of course, is my hope) or b~' others. 

My present class work and related activi.ties 

are, for the most part, an advanced continuation of my last 

year's course of study. As a result of the first year's record 

and the successful completion of the French and German language 

examinations in October, 1939, I have been accepted 'by the Yale 

Graduate School as a condidate for the advanced degreie. The 

next momentous event will be the oral examinations tc, be given 

this spring or early fall( the time as yet undecided). 

One of the most instructive new courses in my 

schedule(which includes two courses in directing, Tudor Drama, 
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scene design, costume design, etc.) is that in Theatre His­

tory and Research: 1) because of the wealth of background ma­

terial it offers; 2) the accurate and practical work it re­

quires in the Yale Drama Collection; and 3) the future value 

and importance of the mon~Emltal Encyclopedia of the Theatre 

which the class is now assisting Mr. Nicoll in preparing. 

Another interesting event for me is that, as a projec:t in ad­

vanced directing, I have been given an opportunity to direct 

a play to be presented before the school this spring., 

My playwriting, thus far, has been concEmtrated 

upon rewriting my three act play of l ast year and in completing 

a first draft of a new musical comedy entitled ·"Take It Awayn. 

(I am not without hope that the Yale College Dramatic: Society 

will give it a first try-out.) Other creative or crit;ica_l 

work include a corrective review of the Drama issue of the 

Negro History Bulletin (distributed in the Washingtoil Public 

Schools by the Associated Publishers) sent to the Assistant 

Superintendent of Schools; an estimate of Negro Dra.maL in 

Opportunity Magazine(October); an article, '"Musical Shows, 

Quo Vadis?", for the Arts Quarterly (November); an article 

suggested by the editor of Opportunity Magazine on 111~he Broad­

way Formula for Negro PlaysJ1 (probably April), and several 

scripts submitted to other ma■azines from which I ha·ve not 

heard. For some time, I have been considering the possi­

bilities of compiling an anthology as a companion volume to 

my study on "The Negro, The Theatre and His Critics1'. When, 

however, Mr. Nicoll accepted the latter as part of my doc-

i ?,,"/\ 
J illJJ ,, 
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tor's dissertation(which means a much more detailed analysis 

of the subject), I presented the anthology idea to Mtss Anne 

Cooke. She was enthusiastic about it and believed thaLt it 

would have some significance. Plans took shape. In June or 

late summer, we are hoping to have ready for publication a 

definitive anthology, tentatively titled ~Representative Types 

of Negro Plays~. Meanwhile, active work on my 4issertation 

has been partially suspended since there can be no pt1blication 

until after it has been submitted to the Graduate Sctlool 

Committee next year. 

Practical experience in stagecraft has been se­

cured through building scenery, rigging sets, and fashioning 

costumes for several school productions. Last summer I re­

turned to my Summer Theatre(June 6-August 12) in West Virginia. 

Relieved of all English work by the college administr~tion, 

I was thus permitted to devote my entire time to the theatre. 

The season was most successful: our critics were kind and our 

audiences pleased. Particularly gratified was I to haLve in the 

apprentice group a number of the state high school tE~achers 

of dramatics. My work this year has already suggested several 

ways in which I might improve upon my productions and organi­

zation next summer. 

This is a brief chronicle of my activity during 

the first half of my second year as a Rosenwald Fellc>W. Before 

it ends, many of the little things, too indefinite tc> set down 

now, may have developed and many evidences of even greater 

progress may be reported. 
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PART II 

MY- PLAN OF WORK 

Little did I realize when I made my fir fit appli­

cation to the Rosenwald Foundation that the plan of ~rork there­

in submitted was broad enough to cover three years of' inten­

sive study. This, I hope, will serve as a reason for the si­

miliarities between the present plan and former ones., Each year 

has of necessity proved but a stepping stone to a more 

thorough training and a more polished skill; the culn1ination 

of both lies in the year ahead. Concisely expressed, I should 

like, in the coming year, 1) to round out the studief: already 

· begun; 2) to take final ·advantage of the resources of' the 

Yale Library in completing, under the supervision of Mr. 

Nicoll, my research projects; 3) to continue my creat;ive work 

with Mr. Eaton; and 4) to concentrate upon the variot~ pro­

ductional aspects of stagecraft -a phase I have bee~L unable 

to do more than touch upon as a result of other requlrements. 

Having an opportunity next year to choose several eleictives, 

I shall be in a position to include in my schedule cc>urses in 

stage speaking and lighting. 

Each of these, individually and collectlvely, will 

equip me to make a worthwhile contribution to the Negro Theatre 

and through it to the American Theatre as a v1hole. That there 

is a place and a vital job awaiting such a person I am con­

vinced. So far there are few who aFe thoroughly tra1I1ed, none 

with an advanced scholastic degree in drama. And these few have 
. I , 

not yet proved that they have any vision. Simply stat;ing a 
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fact., without intention to boast., I believe that I pc:>ssess the 

vision; I lmow I have the urge to solve the problem; I want 

the confidence which only the completion of the best training 

can give. 

This is the motivating force back of my desire 

for the doctor's degree. While it is no guarantee of the actual 

ability one possesses, it does represent to the world-at-large 

a symbol of authority and a concrete insignia of !fthigher 

trainingtt. It momentarily inspires respect for one's opinion ••• 

a tremendous assistance to the inauguration of any pJroject. To 

secure it., however, I have have a minimum of three Y•='ars of 

study. On the basis of my past work and present scgedule, I 

should be able t ·o fulfill all requirements by June, :L941. It 

can be done without sacrificing any of the aims or subjects 

with which I began my training. 

During the school year 1940-41, these aJre the 

things I should like to accomplish as a Rosenwald Fellow. 



LETTERS OF REFERENCE 

Fannin S. Belcher , Jr. 

Allardyce Nicoll , Chairman, Department of Drama, Yale University. 

I do not know whether the Rosenwald Fund ever grants a 

fellowship for a third year; if this is done on occasion, I should wish to 

support Mr . Belcher •s application. 

Mr. Belcher has shown himself a person gifted with talent , 

integrity, end enthusiasm. He has profited, I think, from hi5work here and 

he is l ikely to profit still more from a further period of study. Parts of 

his study of the Negro theatre I have read and for these I can express 

my full admiration. I believe that he has something definite and c:reative 

to offer and consider that , if it is possible, he should be actively en­

couraged and supported. 

Frank McMullan, Assistant Professor of Play Production, Yale University. 

My opinion of Mr. Fannin S. Belcher, Jr. , has not altered 

since I wrote you on his behalf last year. I am firmly convinced that he 

is a decided credit to you who have been sponsoring him. His work here 

has been excellent. He shows intelli gence and talent . He is cooperative 

and gets along well with people. Everything he does reflects maturity and 

seriousness, industry and imagination. I feel that another year here will 

help him to realize his plans . Last spring I was invited by the college 

where he taught before coming here, to judge a high school drama fiestival 

which was organized and promoted by Belcher. This festival, in it:s 

organization and its excellence of performance, was a credit to th1e state 

J 
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of West Virginia. Belcher has a definite contribution to make to his race 

and will make it . Greater enrichment of his personal background wi.11 make 

for greater enrichment and benefit for those who will later on share it. 

Personally, he is likable and agreeable . People are willing 

to work with him and work under him. The general i mpression he makes is 

pleasing and favorable . 

Arthur lfilmurt, Instructor in Scene Design and Assistant Technicia.Ill, 
Yale University. 

My contact with Fannin Belcher has been entirely re:lated to 

his activities and studies in the production aspects of the theatre1 -

studies which have been subordinated to his other work, necessaril y·. I have 

found him capable of doing work of a superior order. He has a defi.ni te 

ability to understand the theatre ' s needs and how to meet them imaginatively 

and creatively. I do not think he over-estimates himself in his be:lief 

that he can bring to the theatre ' s development an individual, creative con­

tribution beyond the acquir ed knowledge his scholastic work is bound to 

give him. 

His plan of work may seem rather vague because of i.ts 

broadness. I thi nk that , in view of his aims, this is satisfactory. The 

acquisition of the doctor ' s degree {whose value in this field I thi.nk he 

has appraised pretty accurately) necessitat.es the scholastic pursui.ts, and 

if he is to make a lively contribution to the theatre , as he wishes1 , the 

knowledge of theatre production which he can gain from more instruc:ti on and 

supervised practice will be of vital importance to him and will be happily 

buttressed by his studies in theatrical history, theory, a.nd critic:ism. 
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My personal acquaintance with him has been too slight 

to justify my saying more than that he is agreeable and capable of getting 

along well with people . He is still learning; he is able to learn;: I 

think he deserves help and encouragement. 
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NAME OF STUDENT EaDD:iD Saffore Belcher, Jr, 

ADDRESS 

INSTITIJTION ATTENDING Yale llnh:ersi cy: 
INSTITIJTIONAL POSITION Assistant .Professor of En.li§h r,nd Diirector of Draaatica 

SPECIFIC FIELD Drama West V irgi n:La St ate College 

STATEMENT OF OFFER 
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ACCOUNT Negi:c Et:llc11:shi12a APPROPRIATION No,___l~§-i 

NAME OF STUDENT Fannin S~{f:Qre Felcher. Jr. 

ADDRESS 
·• - . 

INSTITUTION ATTENDING V"' 1..,. 

INSTITUTIONAL PosmoN MHzi~t;;,nt Profet!~Or Qf En,r,li~h and Director of Draaat-

SPECIFIC FIELD T' .... - --
ics, West Viriti nia State College 

STATEMENT OF OFFER 
r. i'B ±o Mr. EeJcber - ~JuL:-i.aa p j 

11 It is a ~l~a..;i:i,u:e :tQ i Di:Q:rm ~QJJ t ru. t ;iQU have been El£:cted b:£ t he Committee I 

00 Eel lo11sbjps of t be .In] lllS 801:a:owald Elllld :t.c :c~cei:Ye a r cnew~l grant of 

Eift.een bnndred dollcu:a (!,l,SOQ) tc ilasil:lt. y.:ou in a~r:riing forward your ~tudi I 
I 

of d:cama :lo acc0:cd O r' ce sHh +be ;:ilan of •ork ablcb i on submit:1.~ to QUr 

Ccmm:1 :t:t.ee." 

. 

AMOUNT OF OFFER $1,sQo PAYMENT DA TES ----
CHECKS PAYABLE TO 

TIME PERIOD OF OFFER On~ r~ar 

. APPROVED BY .ti~~- AUTHORIZED BY 

PAY ME N TS 
DATE EXPLANATION AMOUNT DATE EXPLANATIION AMOUNT 

,( 

/, (\ 
tt\1~i 
:J.Jm I 

-



April 16, 1938 

Dear Mr. Bel.cher: It is a. pleasure to inform you 
____ :rt(i ____ ois. that you have been selected by 

the Committee on Fel.lowships of the Julius Rosen;;ald 
Fund to receive a grant of~ thousand dollars 
($2,000) to assist you in ca.rryir ... ,:; forward your 
stuqy of theatre art in accordance wi th the plan 
of lfOrk which you submitted to our Committee. 

A plan covering the details of 
payments under t hi s grant rlll be arranged to f it 
your particular needs. 

Please let us know at once if 
you accept this grant. An of ficial announcement 0£ 
the Com."littee•s selections for the yoar will b3 nade 
soon and can incl ude only those from "i'.hoo acceptances 
have bean received. 

RP:MLU 

?Jr. Fannin s. Bel cher 
West Virgir.1.a Sta ta College 
Institute, ffost Virginia 

Very truly yours, 

R AYMOND R. PATY 

... 



F -L1 

April 12, 1959 

Dear 1ilr. Belcher: It is a pleasure t.o in.fora you that 
you have been aelected by toe 

COllllittee on Fellowehipa of the Julius Rosenwald Fund to 
receive & renewal grant or P'itteen hundred clollara ftl,500) 
to assist you 1D careying forward your stw:t, of drua 1n 
accordance with the plan or work which you submitted to 
our Oomittee. 

.l plan covering the details ot pq­
ments under thla grant will be arranged to fit your 
particular needs. 

Please let us mow at once it you 
accept this grant. An official announc•ent or the 
COllllittee•s aelectione for the y ear •ill. be made soon 
and can include only thoee froa whoa acce.ptancea have 
been received. 

---- Ir. Fann1n S. Belcher ,s biaasr wa s-.. •••1s1 h~...._ 

Bew Haven, Connecticut 

Very truly' yours, 

G'"ORGE M. REYNOLDS 
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