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l r . J 111:leS F. Sitton 
4301 E.lis Avenue 
Chicago, I llinois 

Dear fJr . Sitlon: 

! auks for your letters and Dr. Tfarner'n mcm:>. 

P.. ~ . D. #2 
Rutledge, ~eorgia 
?lovv ... ber 5, . l9i4 

:.X . flil •mn ia ~orking in l!adison., our county s, at, {,;,ronounced co1,nt y 
ei.ght here) tod~ , mald.1~ final plans or t h.e l~awanie CluL to ccoe out to Fair­
pl~ (our school) 1,cxt week. The school is having a su, er t o raiae te.:Jney. In 
Ur. ffil~on' s abseuce I shill not be able t o consult with him, so pleas1., bear ~it h 
me if t here is repetitio ..• 

Let me begin cy "statement of tralls end trlbulati~ns over get t ing set­
t led" by saying t hat there has boen no su..:h £.Uiic1:1l as trials ana tribulations in 
o~r bett ~nc settled. The County Supe~inte:,dc11t, llr , Owen, had everythine arranged. 
lir. Dix~n, Dr. -:;. W. Alexander, f.l!• . Jwen, Mr. ffilsor. ar,.d I drove from ?.~ad.son out 
t Fal.l';lan ~ch"ol (12 f.!.iles) ., hl'ter luncn, Oct. 3rd. l heu we arrived school ~as 
d.:. em.i.ssed. AG we were in the rr; .dst of trying to tell the teachers o ... r bus.1.ness, 
the tso .is.dies , rc_.;reoent.i.ng the households 76ere lkr . Wilson and I vere to live, 
app&oroo u-id were introduced. Mr. Owen ru .. d l.!.r . DlxJn exchanged a few &side re­
marks , and then decided to eo _,;n .. lt'l the process o; orientation . I>1cldei.tly, it 
has proved advant.9t,eous for I.fr - Wilson and me to :.ive in sei arate hot1sc.~olds. 
After t he illtrod ctions at the achoo_ h..;use, I we .• t to my :')lc...:e of reside .. ce just 
across the street f rom the school hous e . i.!r . 1 i .. t\Jn I s f'luco is ab.:, ... t a •111,.le sTre,y, 
so he lcee s the car which rnak_es a very eat.:efact->ry s.rra geme..t, so far as I am 
concerned, as 1 do n~t need ~t oft er. 

Pltt 1.·.an in his Success ..:.ul Teach r..r, ~n l.ural Schools an~ ::;, "It i s not 
what people do to l.3 that a££ ct s us, .. t i s the ffuy t:1ey .:\.,'-1: or th., 'i'fay we th ink 
t,~e~ f eel, that a ~ fects ... s . n fie .. ave b€en t:.i\le to Ul'tk:6 the 1eople ot Fairp:ay 
reel that we are here .n t ne int~rest of a better school for Fc.ir lay, nnd al l 
rural scho.;ls. fie nave bFJc::.: re~eived with O_.Jcn &--::&. 

r,aturally there have been r.vmy _uestioris and cany state:ce!,t S concerning 
our being here. lJc have been branded everythint; f rom govt t . officers c;iacking on 
~ (much native beef io kill ed and oold he1·e in the eom?:1unity 1 or belo.., ci;rrect 
prices) to Atlanta re ,rese itatives of Scars- Roebuck. A !'ello':f sa d he .. ound t '.iat. 
out -when h6 was in Atlu.nta. One s i.:a;,ici oua character remarked t.11at we were here 
to take the school awa;, from the whites and give lt to the negroes. 

We have not d me a ereat deal of read.ng along the t echnical lines of 
r i.:ra.l education yet . We ·1av e been r..sking n study cf thn count:, and t he -:omi:runity 
~ ~ uch the office r t te County Super·lntender.t ~! edvcation, and on the ground 

\. I\: \~t Fair)~ . f!e have c.¾ecked t he nunber o ... fn."lll ..1.es, s ze, girls and bo;,e, those 
in ,c1ool, and thos of scllool· a e not i.<1 1:>chool , ( ra ➔ arcnts a .11 ot ~eri, . ivlng 
iiith the fam~ly; no. o~ colorod nud white .fr..~.i::. eE, land .~er~, time l'v d on 
saae fara, e t c . This str.dy is not ..:ompleto. 

T!le 1>ri mo.ry teacher, wh1.> wa~ born and ~-ed. in /4~ comDunl....y es wit" 
ae wien I call. What informat i:,n I fail. to get walle croea.:f} 

1
\,~g o.11.d vl s ti• g -~tr. 

t he family, ime gives me when we leave . IL 

We are getting quit e collecti n of att_tudrs , m.,rcs., tr-aditiof1s, &J d cw-
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toms; also of school- aon6s and worJs ima phrases in use here w~lich are practically 
obsolete in towns and cities. 

My work thus far has been easy because it has not been tulrJ to fit into 
the communi ty . Of course, I W!1 expecting to ;;et some help from tha others as to 
just what they are recording in their study' or the school. 

I am living with one of the school trustees, a f orm.er member of the s tate 
legislature, and a 15-horse f armer. He ii> alao quite a philosopher end bas some 
good ideas of what should be taught in a rural school, to n:iake better famers. 
There is a Delco. plant, t"urn.iahi.ng electric ~hr,a ana :runnin;; water. I m,vo a room 
to avself, which is very co:Dfortc.ble, inclt1.:1in6 a heater. There are 1:1even rooms in 
the house, one bathroom, two halls and two big porches. The head of the house, his 
wife, the son and his wife and their two boys - 12 an.! 7 yeti..ra, resp,ectively -­
compri se the family . The school principal lives here trom Mondey to Ji~riday afternoon. 

lr. Wilson and I live about a mile apart. There is a lovely walk thru 
the woods from his place to mine, end I go that wr,.y frequently because I like t o 
wralk here in t~s country ':Thi.le these gorgeous fall colors are everywhere. 

Now, about the books for our enlightenment. We he.ve been using some 
available books such as O. G. Brim' s 1tRural Education·," (A critieul study of the 
objectives snd noad.s of the rural elementary school), published in 1924, b;r 
Maci!illsn, New York. It is one of the Rural Educ tion Series , eJ.itC<i by 5fobel 
Carne-; . (This book I borro~ed f ro~ the te~cher ot aault classes here) . ~abel 
Carney, in 1912, wrote "Country Life anJ the Country School, n (a study of tho 
agencies ot rural progress nnd of the social r~lationsbip of the ~chool to the 
country community), published by Rot1, Peterson and Co., New York - Chicago. She 
was director of the Country Sc.iool Dopartment in the Illinois State Bor oal Uni ­
versity at the ti.I:le the book we.s published. We seem 0d this book fl'O.Ul the Georgia 
Library Commission. Marvin S. Pittman in 1922, had pub.lished th."'ll the .American 
ilook Company, nsuccessful Teaching in Rural Schools," one of the Americ&n Ec..ucation 
Series, edited by George D. Strayer. At that time he was he.s.:i ot tho Department ot 
Bu-ral Mucation at Michigan Stnt o Bo.rmal., lpsilrulti. 'Ihis book I bo rr011ea from 
the shcool principal, and IQ wishing that s he might apply a bit of it to the 
school here. You•a never know she read it. It was one of her tezt booke at summer 
school . (Meditation: Is the use of good text books at mim:ner school suf'ficlent 
to make good t eachers for rural schoolsJ) Thi8 book I especially rocommcn1 because 
it is a discussion, in et1sy re-Mll.ng, of o. survey or e.xperi111ent in rural e:iuc..i.tion , 
and has much in co:amon with our interests. In 1910, John t'irt Dins1:1oro, of Berea 
College, Ky., had published (Amsrican Book Co . ) "Teachi.ns a District School, " (A 
book for young teachers) - with a supple.ment on pleytimc in the public schools 
&lld s tudy quest ions . ) This may be helpful 1n our ,m.derstanding and our crltio1sm 
o! teachers whose schools we stuey. 

One volume I £eel t hat we ohould have acc'lss t o is "Eigbteentb Year 
Book" - Reading-Gray, Pe.rt II, Ba tional Society for the Scienti.fic StuJy of E:du­
caUon. I h~ve not seen lt .avself yet, but ~ave bad numerous refer.:mces Lo it 
t his woek in my reading. I wieh someone else liould s><•ss juJ.gmon.t on it, however, 
before it is included in the purchase. 

I rua willin& t o Join the plbll suggest in your let-1:ar, H' this plan 
is favored by the group, and 6ood up-to-..iate ~atef iru. ccn ba ~elected bys meone 
who has time t o chock on its mcrlts. But f.'e are fble ~ goB from the Georgia 
Library Commission, the State Abricultural zmd ',.1uc;...tlon Dditrt,0ents, .ai ... tho 
Atlanta. libraries , more uu..terial t'!.laD we can di&eet. It m-1:g~ be tls.e for the 
office to get out a suggestive list with opt.ions, and send .lfJb ,~ne "explorerau and 
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let us see whether we can secure these books thru library and other !aciiities. I~ 
plan decided upon, ?lowever, will be altogether accapt~ble to me, f or I realize that 
we need w ch more technical, or professional, background th:.tn .-,e h..we. I am spend­
ing &ome time with 11Stute Courses of Studies r.nd Surveys", free bulletins put out 
by state departm8Jlts, trying to get some ideas or what the st.mda.rds are f or certein 
grades, and how nenr our children are approach:lng these standards in nrit.bmotic, 
l anJUage, reading, etc. 

I have been writin,~ a l ong, lonJ time anJ h.1va told you very little. We 
have been spending - ~be wasting - a l ot of time tryint to g~t F. E.R. A. aid in 
repairing our school, putting up toilet&, a.nd bee.utifyine ~-o,mds. At present 1 t l ooks 
as though the community will be left to do about all that will be done. But the more 
they can, and will do, the better we like it. 1.tr. Wilson is making '1noth'3r c'lll on 
the relief agents today, in lia.dison. ffe h&ve hounded them all fall. 

May I save you and ey-solf by stop,;;ing with this general. statement or llf3' 
trials and tribulati.onst One thing ls certaln: - This rural school is in a whale 
of a mess, and I understand it is considered a good :rural school. fie need,not a 
new structure, but a completely renovated building, o uipmant (no booko, no cba.lk, 
no nothing111) We need teachers who are awake to the problems that aro theirs, 
and teache~·o who ore tu.all.fieJ. to meet these problems (if such htunP.n balngs £;re 
either born or madel ) What we do have here is SOl!le good stuff (pupils) to .forlr 
with. 

We havo too !l11lch social life here. At first I had time in the ovenings 
with the boys, one in 2nd and one in 7th grade, helping with their lessons, but 
since the cotton has bee~ ginned, we go somswh~re or els~ entertain at hone, necrly 
every avening. Last n ight r;q ps.rtnor nnJ I beat the entire cro.tJ -- 1Hlson included! 
So you see, we are mr:.kinJ prozress. I have lenrned to play set--b~cil: (thrit's the 
country ' s game) imu to crochet wi tll the, mission.1u-y so.!iety . By the flay, the first 
missionary society meatin6 ~es on "Our Black Brothern - ~o mseting ~tall - reading 
only. ?his group meets here at our house again to~orrow. I donJer what the subj ect 
will be. 

Our big probl~~ 1s to get the people to forget us as individuo.ls, I 
believe,- and instead think of what lfe are trying to do. 

The ttwhlte picture" is a very dark one, (so far &s the school is concerneu) 
.Fellow- workers. Let• ~ see if the ttctarker ones" can tbro1' a little light our "ray . 

Best greetinJS to all, 

Very truly yours, 

Signed - Ruth Lockman 

P. S. I hope Jars. Simon is getting ~eil fast . Let us hear how she is. 

P.S. #2.. Now- don't scold iar . Simon for you asked for this and when I 
got startttU I couldn't stop. 
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SIMON 

~ 

April o, 1955 

Dour Ilise Lock.mun: Ur. 6lld Mrs. Simon have Just returned 
from another long tour of t he South. 

They nre again f i lling the office rith sonzs of praise of the 
work which you are doing. ~e !lre ~-ore convinced th:c.n ev~r 
that in our rural school explorations we are engageu on a 
most significant task. You, et ?air Play, are at once giving 
a demonstration of what a good school cc.n be even under dif­
ficult conditions, and are pouring i n upon us , both by notes 
and oral report3, a viv id picture of the kind o! communities 
ena the kind of problems 1"hich rural schools in the South 
must face. 

Mr. Fowler, who •as so favorably 
i.Jlpressed both by your wrk &nd by the attituie of the com­
mu.ni ty, has talked with us abou t way a of ext&nding f'urthe.r 
the scope of your commmity ectivities. P.e cannot , of course, 
make any def inite cow:rl.tments until our bu::tgat f or next year 
is voted, but barrin6 sone catastrophy to the whole rural 
school progrem, we shall certainly •ant you to continue your 
excellent work o.t Fair Play. Our eongratulatioos upon your . 
contributions to school nnd community anu our vgry best wishee. 

Very t ruly yours, 

ERE:~WC 

Mi ss Ruth Lockman 
R. F. O. #2 
Rutledge, Georgia 

j 
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P.S. Aceept my apology for this volume before you begin. But I ml.St say there 
is more than this on my chest. I just felt sorry for you, and stopped. As soon 
as I get thru politicing I'll get a report to you. - R. 

------

Dear "Margo" and Jim: 

R. F. D. #2 
Rutledge, Ga. 
Ma;y n, 1955. 

How I wish you two were here for a few ~a to let me weep on your 

shoulders. When I returned the Herren family had circulated that the Negroes and 

whites were to go to the same school, and that we were to use no books; that we 

were taking these children just to try out some of~ "damn Yankee" ideas ,ga. 

However, after spending my ~sand mights, since my return, visiting 

my patrons, everything seems to be O.K. The plan for the Fund to make the loan 

to Miss Herren will enable her family to see that we are interested in her 

education as it touches this oommunity life. Jim, I told Mr. Dixon of our die­

cussion regarding this loan, and he thinks it rather important too. I, with 

✓ Mr, Dixon, have checked over the various Georgia schools Miss Herren might attend. 

V 

We have found that a loan of $500 to $525 will take care of her entire expenses 

for the year. You see, she will not be able to get aeything from her family . 

In presenting this whole matter to Miss Herren, I t old her that we 

realized the dif'ficulty of a Freshman securing a loan, and that you had decided 

to make the loan possible for her. We are preceding on this to make definite 

plans for her entrance. I had planned to go with her to Milledgeville, Ga., 

Monday, to visit the State Teachers College there, but Wilson came down for the 

car. However, we can do our business by mail, I think - or go some other way. 

I could have used the car another week, but Wilson's plans entitled 

him to it, and that is quite O.K. by me. The car registered 45,307, Jim, if you 

care for that information. That is what it registered whe he left here - 5/11/55. 
I 

/ In your talking and thinking about this school,
1 

and the necessary 

improvements, I believe the first question we must answer is how permanent, or 

" 
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how temporary shall these be. Roofing, inside painting, satisfactory heating, 

and an arrangement for serving school lunches are to me the immediate necessities. 

Of course, this building with its two rooms can be used solely as a school 

building, and another building - as a community house - could be erected. I'm 

~ ndering whether that would not be a good beginning. On this building, you see, 

the logs could be secured through the community. This idea would create a lot 

V 

of community interest and enthusiasm too. 

/ The people - yes, the men, now - are eager to help in aey sort of 

~ding program. Their"lq-by" season (the season of little farm work) runs 

from about July 15th to August 15th. This will be the time to get their help,too. 

Oh, we're getting keenmw over next year's programl Already, I have 

over the idea that we can make our own rugs for the Primary Room floor, and 

that chairs and tables will be much better than those desks they have. 

I spent a very helpful dq observing at the State University Elemen­

tary School last week. It is very important that our people know that we are a 

part of the Public School System, especia.lly since Miss Herren•s father has been 

broadcasting his prejudices against the North and the Negro. People were much 

disturbed when I returned. 

The afternoon I returned I called on each trustee, at his home, or in 

the field. That night they all met together. The following Saturday they went 

✓ to Madison to see Owen (Co. Supt.), and to tell him that they wished to co­

operate wit.11 the Fund, in its program at Fair Play. This was an historical pil­

grimage as it had never happened in the community before. 

I am going to Atlanta May 15th, for the Ga. Child Welfare meet. Our 

county organized its Health Unit last winter, and is participating in the State-

\....,,wide program. This becomes a part or our school health program, and is the 

agency through which our aid will come for innoculations, 
1
7tc. 

At our Nashville conference I realized that some new elements have 
j 

entered the elementary school since I taught primary work. ~his causes me to 
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consider going to Elnory for six weeks this summer. They have plans set for a 

good demonstration school there - grades 1st - 7th. I believe that close con­

tact with such a school will aid me tremendously in next year's development. We 

must have the very best from these recent studies. Do you think the Fund would 

feel justified in putting $100 into such training for me? This would take care 

of living expenses too. On an eight maitts job, I haven't been able to save any, 

as I have been pqing some debts. 

You remember when you and Mr. Fowler were here we discussed the possi­

bility of my visiting some of the Progressive schools this summer. I really 

believe that six weeks in an actual demonstration school in Georgia will be of 

more value, don't you? 

Please let me bear from you as soon as convenient, as I shall need to 

make plans accordingly. I have a ten-day conference appointment for June that I 

shall have to break if I go to Emory, and I should break it immediately, so that 

some other leader mq be secured. However, I shall not hesitate to break this 

engagement if you can make the necessary funds available, as this seems to me 

a vital part of my job for another year. 

There are many questions the trustees and Owen are asking, so as soon 

as you can get it, send me~ specifics. 

Heaps of good wishes, 

{ signed) RUTH LOCKMAN 



---- ­.... N RS 
Sl!Ml'N SIDDY 

!-t 

Dear Ruth, I aa sorr¥ that you had all the difficulty 
about ilse Herren. I aa ~lc.d t .~at you have been 

able to disuo.ii:;s tr,6 cot1.mmlty .:.i.1.nd of SOMla of its aore radi­
cal ideas o.f lf?lat we a1·e try:ni to do .. 

As far as Kiss Herren i s concerned; .. e are 
very m.zh surprl&::d t,hut you had tiie u.ipres.uioc that 1te would 
itake ~ lo.:.n to her. One or the Fu.nut s most ri6id ~ollclee ia 
t;.e;.t we never ,aa. e lom1s; W1a as for tbs sc.nol."'!'shi p, our 
funds in this fLld ace so liu.i.ted that lie ce.n fllaLCe granto 
only t o outst&.ndins applicants. Eowsvar, ~e h~ve tulked to 
Jlr. Dixon, and he £eel3 thot Presiaeo.t ifooas at ~illedioTille 
i s reaaonably certain ttiti.t he can lli..cke tJ"l·an&elteiltS for 
¥1.as Herren to o.ttena Sum9r sc.oool, and ~-. Dixon tlays that 

r . Olt~ can a.rrange for ti. scuool for ue!' for next year, 
unless px·oviaion can be ~e for her,. throut;h President \",ooda 
or othors, to contlnue at li.lledgeville thr(:,ugh t he year. So 
it ~eems to ae tllat thut is all tween care of. 

About the l morove~ontG on i;.he achool; You 
understund of course that the Funu i s not ,,l.mntoe; to £int.nee 
any improvements or buildings. ~e feel <4.uite ae.f'1n1.tely 
t hat ii' our work: Lo. these co.llllllUilities i s to be of value, 
everyt.Idng imst' co:iie froa the corrimnity itBelf or t.he ,.>roper 
~t~~e of1icicl.s. The iund could of cou~so m'..tke l1UlD.Y ifll;,rove­
ments 1n n limited number of communities, but the WLJ.ole 
. ur. oee of thi6 rur 1 6ChMl work i~ to t'intl out how ~co 
cc.n be done by the peo l e t.noaselvea. Obviousl y we could 
not make ia?I"OVe!lents in enoUl;h cotu111nities to a.o any tood• 
fie must find ways by which community interests c~ be 
sti:mtl.Etted to a ~t where the peopl e theaselves will put 
1n the time and the money .necessary. , 

J 



•. 

l 

.. 
Ruth -2- May 25, l9S5 

le cannot give you a fellowship to do the SU!ml~r ,:orJt 
at E!!ory, l:lllt since it is perfectly apparent that you are 
spendinc some time at Fnir Play, we are prep-red to offer you ero n month tor a t;ro--conth period, beninning as of June .i'irst. 
1fe hope that by this c,cnn:1 you will be c.bla to go to E.-nory. 

I Ml sorry t,het thi a letter has been so long dell!.yed. 
We 1T8.Uted to have a chance to go over liith "1r. Dix.011 all our 
plans for next year. He ,;as up here Monday, and, ~9 usual, we 
had a very BQOd c.nd sati.-:Jf'aetor:, tc.lk with hill. 

le have startt:.d on ti. hunt ror your co-teacher. It 
looks s.s it 1 t ialght be ve'r'IJ difficult t o !ind just the persoa 

' we want, ~t I t= sure that before the school opens ni::-xt yee.r 
we will have so~c:>ne. 

I don•t kn~• just ,mat quegtlons your trustees a.iw 
lfr . Oveas are aski~, tnd I don' t know whethe-l" I have answered 
any of them in this letter. If you have any dofinite thin&s 
th07 want to know• we shall be glud to try to ans er thea. More 
po-:-;er to you And good luck daring the sUlllller. 

MSiLJ 

Siss Ruth Locman 
R.F.D. (12 
Rutledge, Georgia 

Very tr.Jl.y youre, 
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s, n, , ) ···~ ~rrur,y 

June 28, 1935 

/ 
.l1y de<1r lliss Lockm!\D.~ Will you giv me you1c opinion of 

He.lph E. Ga ·ins? I ::m inclined 
to favor hit:1. above all other candidates that ;e ht4Ve aa,~1:1. 
I think hi::; youth i::; •JZltirely in his fnvor si!lce hr.l l';Cei:is 

to havo 50 keen nnd r~nf;Y a nind and such deap int~r~&t 
in rural problc..,s. rurthor~ore he m~~ts the qualifications 
on the :::usiccl r.:idc! I beLevo he is a.t-t to be r::or8 
floxible thar. llr. Ede;:i.s . i.lthough he has n:>t nt the lfi•'.)Ce!lt 
s::i much :::t,atuli ~tnd oxperience, I bol ; eve h~ Y!ill grovr more 
rnj?lrtly. If Edens 11oro chosen I think he mleht better be 
pheed in ,l lur_;er school such as the one bo:i.n~ ort,mizac! 
i.Tt iL rris County. 

I will delay •ny final declsion 
until I hear from you (I sh?uld t)lso li:&"e to wai"t for ·the 
:-eturn of the Simons) but ii' you a.pprove end if his 
oppointr:ient will be acceptable to the County nnd the 
c:>~nity I nm inclined to go !'orw. :r'i -ia-ith it. 

lliss Ruth Lockm .n 
c;o • ory University 
Atlnntn, Ceor0ia 

\ 

Very truly yours, 



My dear Mr . Embree: 

~ -
SIMON :,1 uut' 

Emory University, Ga. 
J"uly 2, 1935. 

You will be pleased to know that Ralph 
Ge.skins went over big with the Fair Play folk. We visited 
several families and the School. Several hours were spent 
in the community and in Madison with County Superintendent 
OWen. I wrote OWen after my visit there asking his opinion 
of Gaskins; at the same time telling him that Gaskins seemed 
to meet the desired qualifications. I have not heard from 
OWen yet, but think he was pleased. 

I agree with you most heartily that Gaskins, 
rather than Edens, is the man for us. ! also agree that 
Edens might be good stuff :for the Harris County organization. 
I believe, too, that his status and experience would make 
Fair Play difficult for him, and him difficult for Fair Play. 

Gaskins and I have much in common, and I feel 
quite sure that we may work harmoniously and profitably to­
gether. The family institution will be an addition to the 
community life also. I am all for him, and am delighted With 
your selection. 

Today I am cutting classes to be with a mother 
and baby from Fair Play. We ha.ve a baby here f or a skin-growth 
operation. I have had them here since Thursday, and, of course, 
I am anxious for this day and the operation to be over. It 
doesn't promise to be very serious, but then one never knows 
about an operation. Thrrugh Dr . Woodward here at Emory, I have 
been able to secure the best medical aid, at the South's finest 
children's hospital, at a minimum cost to the family. These 
activities, in addition to class room work, make a teaching a 
joy, a profession and an art . I love itl 

. . 
cisi·oJa. 
-~ . v 

Thank you :for your good letter and your de-

Mr. Edwin R. Embree, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, 
Chicago, Ill. 



N r~ 
;S ~, 

~l3l- r;B-z 
SIMO"' STlJUY 

,"-\ s - .i.;;ll ur;.7 Tl!'"•..-w ....... .:.ty 
J uly : , 1 <"' 5.C-

DeE..r Dr. Embree: 

~st n.:.ght I t:.::.keC: with County s-.4,t1e.1. in ten.ie:.'lt Or;en, at 

fiadison . it is all for G[.ski..s . I told him thc.t you antei his 

opinions as to Ge.skins I sui tE.bi L i:,y for Fair r:::. ., • 

.it i... u.1 to you at :1ec..jq_1.rn.rters to decide . 

I are for h~ ! 

Son , "Chi ~ II , 

It was very ni.ce to s~~ J anJ to have b'. co.ifc.b . It rnec>ns 

a lot to us i.n the fieli t0 see you and chat ov,r our proble~s ana 

I.bout thirty of :ny Fuir ?lay folk ccme to Grwit I'erk, he ., 

Suniay for a icni.c 1.:.nner. I joined them for a few hours . Our 

firzt lot, ..:id they are dictrecseJ. I shall check thB retarding . 

I have not learnel ... ., ..,; ~ii., .Jout the Ne
0
ro te .... cher yet. 

The baby froz Fair Pl~ .1 .:.11 re2ain in the hospital here 

about two weeks now. The operation was very succe::rnful. 

Very truly you· , 

} ✓ 

~ ~7 





HENRY GRADY HOTEL 
l 550 R00.M.S .._ 550 BATIIS,--' m . 1 

ATLANTA~ 
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N R,s·.: 
Sl 1" 0N STUai 

\If 

July 25, l~55 

Dear Rut.Ju Ht,refdtb. my somewat belat,ad an.soar to :,o~ plee. as 
tJ hat you l'liE]1t oxpect :!.n the W&.'J of s."'.lury next 

year. or cour.,e the c.)unt;r will y,y you the rt.:eul~ sela:-y peio. co 
the regular ~et>.chcrs, and you -gust tbis yeur take it ani count i t 
as a reeuJ.ar part nf your 3.lt ~r.. Non ss :,o our p Tt: TI ... propose 
to pay yt>!.l atevQr ISll!ll !.s nece~ry to bring y•:rnr sul:..:7 ;ilus 
the cou.'1t~· .., ry up to e, tGtal of ( 1 '30 o t.Jnt.,h. Ir:. oth :.- r.o1·ds$ 
ue gu~ nt..r.:e you c mu.cr;r or ~lGO u .:m.th fer c r.in.o-.... ::m\!..:. pc1·1.0d. 

On this ~ ... e--,cnt!. oo..,is your sum . ~r~ .:.:--c a t'CJ.7 
dry e.nr! eric. apot. Tho :mly • ing ·c are in t: pod t.!.cn ~t the 
moment to 011zge.;t i • th t it mey be dur:ine the a~ ... r t .... oi·c will 
be thin"':.; thct. .,e r: t you t.o o.o in th g()-.Wl'Ll li::i. ... of ;;<J:: .o:d,. 
I mean, f'or exn.-nple, there mhy be courses f.'hicl. we '1!!!:t. )O~ to 
take or th~r,. m-:y ::.··""?! :bfl th· .t>O~~-·i bil:. ~y th· ':; th :!·e i::ll ,.. op­
portur..l. t.y for you to cocdi;ct c! see :o S'!L:t":1cr sciloolo. A.r.y 1.0.rlc 

of this kind r-0ulf,1 or c:;urac; ;;u(;.'..t~.e .oa t~ n s::l--r.;. 'l':._.!l~S 

are movin~ along c~ r p.~dly th t a.., f ••. :~ _.; I cc ... £cc i:.. i:t gol:ig 
to f;IJ.!tn ell of u ~. 1 t. thil---t ~n ·o-th ot..t of c-.r ... !l· y,..:.,:._ but 
of cour .c1 'i'IC a~n• l., reell:, say ~ fittl. :y ho . .::l!c.h Jr \~.cc. .. c .. ill 
need yen in 6'~c.'l :n')r ork. 

I ~ud r if you c~~d. l_t me k. oi;, r.t yo.J: c~-pcc-
t.ution o • t he .zoc..'rl.ty salt.ry is? I t nill be a little easier !or 
us if • :e ..n, get on oUI· records as s"Jon es poas1l:le the aeou.nt we 
lll, lllB paJ'i!lg you next ye ... 

Bom.ct 'i:,e I hope one of us will be able t¢ ffite u 
letter that lan' t enti:rcl1 businese.. At any rate, I hope every­
thing &oes well 1th you. Your let t.era certainly sound chipperl 

' ~· . 
MS:IJ 'fo\. 
Uiss Ruth Loclcniua 
c/o Dr. Comer W~odwa.rd 
Emory Ua1:vera1 tq 

' Atl.an.ta, Georgia 

Very truly yours, 

• 
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Dear Mr. Embree: 

Emory University 
Georgia 
July 26, 1935 

Mrs. Hazel McCre~dy, Dr. Comer Woodward and I went to Fair Play 

Thursday. You may remember Mrs . Mccready as the very charming 

Demonstration teacher whom you met out at Emory. I think you will 

want to keep her in mind in case our plans include a Demonstr~tion 

School for the benefit of rural teachers next summer. I do know that 

she is much in demand for summer schools. 

Gaskins has been to the community and has made satisfactory living 

arrangements. 

In a conference with Miss Gay Shepperson yesterday, Dr. Woodward 

r eminded her that our school project at Fair Play needed her attention, 

as it had not gone through. She is putting me in touch with the 

necessary forces now, and I expect things to begin happening. Dr. 

Woodward is very helpful in my work at Fair Play because of the assoc­

iations and contacts that are his in this city. He makes it possible 

for me to know the folk who can help. 

I shall leave for Fair Play August 1 and spend as much time as I 

need there to get building activities under way. I shall be working 

through the Athens office, which is on:cy about 30 miles from Fair Play. 

A conference at Mr. Dixon's office yesterday was a bit unsatis-

✓ factory concerning out Negro teacher. It looks as t ough the final 

decision may be made today however. I want to get in touch with her 
jl 

before I leave Atlanta so as to be as much help as I cant. But I must 
J 

get a few weeks vacation from this whole business before Sept. 1. 

j~ 

-~<.• q ... J~ -e..,_ 



-2-

Mrs. Mccready says to tell you that she would have missed plenty 

had she failed t o see Fair Play. 

Yours very truly, 

Ruth Lockman 

P. S. The baby whom we had in the hospital here is at home now and 

just doing fine. It is another evidence of getting whole community 

interest around their own problems. The mother is~ appreciative! 

Mr. F.dwin R. Embree 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

R. L. 
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NRS 
SlL1iON STUD 

: "f9< r-t, ~. 
October 11, l9i5 

Dear Eut.J:u There isn• t a blessed thinir we ca."1 do 
aoout huri:,ing up the project. I spoke 

to !tr. D!!bree e.001.:t ; t , and ho F-1 Y>: WC' mur.t slin'::>ly-
l et n:iture t iske i ts course. ! t h~s to go through tbe 
regular rout i ne ot r ed tP.pa ~r.c. th~.rre is "lo+Mr..c th at 
7.'0 or aeybody else can do to hurry H, along. 

We are hol ding aver7thing as t ar as the 
teac.h::rr,se is ~once.z u,d. L ·t 1..:s k 11C1w whr:-.!l ye~ think 
it is our tum to z:iake e. move. 

J..s I 'lrl.red you yesterday, we \Till be 
down e.t st.ntesboro on '"ne ast ,md could come up to 
Fsir Play for the ba.rbecui,, if' there is t o be a barbe­
cue. If Mt, I think l'ie will not try t::, co'!le to Fair 
Play this trip since we all are a little nishPd 
bac·uae of th~ trustees meeting cnrly in November. 
I do hope, thoue;h, th,1t it is possible ':.o arra."lge it 
for the 22nd, for it looks as i!' we rou.ldn1 t be able 
to get down aiain until after the .i.tiddle of November. 

Very truly yours, 

MS:tJ 

lliss Ruth Loob~,n 15 \9,:ib 
R. P .D. 12 OC\ \ 
Rutledge, Georgia 

l 
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Edwin R. Embree 
President 

Marqaret S. Simon 
Secretary 

D.A.Elvidqe 
Comptroller 

G October 14, 1956 

Dear Miss Lockman: I have received an explanation to 
rq questions about the insurance 

policy from the Comp801". If you have mt already done so, 
it is all. right to give them the check. 

I can't understand what has hap­
don't have it and it isn't in file 

and if you t get it, it must be lost. However, "'~~~~ 
shall look around and either forward it to you within the 
next few days or write you to ask the agent for a dup­
licate. 

I am enclosing your salary check 
for the first half of October. I have had word from 
Mr. Owens that the county paid you $40.00 for September. 
This anount will be deducted from the cheak we send you 
on October 50th. 

DE:LJ 

Miss Ruth Lockman 
R.F.D. 1/2 
Rutledge, Georgia 

enc. 

Sincere!J" yours, 



) 
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