
Name 

Position . 

College 

Turner, Lorenzo Dow (M) 1895 

P-rofessor and head of the Department of English 
Fisk University 

Howard University, A. B., 1914 

1959 

Negro ocl 
White Southerner D 

Language and -Literature 
Special Field Lin.:,cruistics 
Group 

University Harv~rd University, A. M., 1917; University of Chicago . Ph. D, 1926; Linguistic 
Institute, College of City of N.Y., summers 1950 and 51; Brown, summer, 1954 

Plan of Work : School Oriental Studies, University of London,- 56-51; University College, 
University of London, 1956-57 also. 

To study the sounds, syntax, inflections, intonation and vocabulary of 
Negro speech in Bahia and Pernambuco, Brazil, with view to determining the nature, 
extent, and significance of West African survivals in this speech. Intends to spend 
four months at Yale University with Professor Sapir before departure for South America. 
One year. 

T 
Action of Fellowship Committee: 

1959 Granted $5,100 1940 Additional sum of $400. Equipment purchased to 
become Fund roperty. Net grant $2668. V 



1944: 

1945: 
1946: 

Professor and head of the Depar~~ent of English, 1917 -1928, Howard Univer~ity; 
Editor, Washington SUN, 1928-29; summers -of 1950; 195~, and 1955 at South Garo1ina 
State College, Tuskegee Institute, and Alcorn A and M; Professor and head of Depart­
ment of English, Fisk University, 1929-39. 

Anti-Slavery Sentiment in American Literature Prior to 1865 (Washington D.C.1929) 
Joint editor of Readings from Negro Authors; Harcourt-Brace, 1931. 

Smiley Scholarship, University of Chicago, for research in English, 1924-25; 
three grants from American Council of Learned Societies, for study of sea island 
dialect of South Carolina and Georgia, 1952, 1955, 1957. 

Has completed a study of Africanisms in the Gullah dialect; has completed 
translation of African materials (stories, songs, proverbs, etc.) collected in 
Brazil and have checked all translations with Africans. Has recently been 
appointed Acting Head, Department of African Studies, Fisk University, for_ 
1944-45- Present position is Professor and Chairman of Department of English, 
Fisk University. 

c·omplerect . three volumes Af"r6:..Brazilian f 

On teaching staff of Roosevelt College, Chi 
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Name ./ Lorenzo Dow Turner 

I 

Position 

College 

Professor and head of Department of English, 
Fisk University 
Howard University, A.B., 1914. 

I ;, 
If' 

1945 
Negro 00 
White Southerner D 

Special Fiel1 ~~c;s 
Group ~/- (;.A-

University Harvard University, A.M., 1917. 
University of Chicago, Ph.D., 1926; Blackstone College of Law, Lll..B., 1942. 

PLm of Work: tf-

To complete and publish three volumes of Afro-Brazilian folk material: 
(1) an annotated collection of Yoruba secular and religious songs (words in Yoruba 
and English); (2) an annotated volume of Yoruba texts (Yoruba words in phonetic 
notation with tones marked) witn. English translation; (3) a collection of Yoruba , 
stories for children edited in Portuguese with English translation. 

Action of Fellowship Committee: 

Granted $2500 

U N IVERSITY 
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LORENZO TURNER 

Head, department of English 
Fisk 

Phonetics and lin.:,o-uistics 
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LORENZO DOW TURNER 

Professor and Head of the Department of 
English and Acting Director of the 
Curriculum in African Studies 
Fisk University 

Linguistics and Folklore 
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JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 

~ 
Candidate Lorf)nll:o ·~ Tumer 

Bead1 Dep~ tMn½ of tnglieb 
1isit Uni:ve1·1t-ity, 1t.ishvill , Tenneeae 

Plan of Work 

V 

Special Field 

Pll:'lnet1c$ •nd 
tinruiet.ios 

3 
Age ., 

To etudy th ;~:n.indc;, $:fl'lU.x, .tn,....(?.cti·:-iu • tnt ,. ti9n, end .,.. cabulary ot 
Nea;ro sp t.cb in Bah.il'li. &iid Periu,. lluc·l, Draz11, 'with a iew t,> deh!rr,11n1?J\\s th~ natu ; 
e:xt nt, •.tg:nifioenee or e-£t U'r1Qt.1l &ut'vtvr?.11 in thb peeeh, 

Digest of Application 

Bi, · ugu:it, 1898, !'.lizabe t 01 ty, o-rth C,!.l' .l.in • '&rriM • 

J,. B. !r1'.'t1t. !fott~l'd Un1Ter it, , 1914. A • ..,_ .from ! nrvu.r O~iverdt , 1Sl7. 
Ph , D. 1.'r'-:>!1 Un.ivcrtit7 of Chic g , 192 • ti u,intic Imitit:uto, Coll ge r Cit."' (,:f o'W' 
York, l9t'O, 19 1, w~n. Sehdol of Ori nt~l StuiiieD ,. Univ r,,.ity Ct,ll• e, Un eri.i 
of L d:>n, 1956- ,.7. li'ar t'ur .~ r prop1;.ratl r.i i'or 'flQ.r.&, in Brt!dl i!!ppli 'fint int.isndij h 
spend f!)ur g;<)nt e. tt ?tt.le niv rr1 ,~ in fl.tt1dy o.f C""ll~~t:1ttv probl e in t>rlmi.tivo 
laugua • • 

pt2l"S.m11J•t 1!:.").,:f' Un1v~1•dt , here .,,f t f!p41•t .. ~n"! . f l?ngli • 117- !!C, f; t 600. 
l'!l ~r.b:L t..:,n f'un, ~1lU.or., li.i;l -~Id, · t'( ,o ·O. a. c. S"'te Coll'iit"G Orrng burg, 6Ullwf, l to, 
$too. Tut ~eg~o ... n~titut1t,. p1•(:.'ft:,1tor ~r Ent:U... , •umm. 19!:11 !ilO. Ale rn A,. nnd "l ,. 
Coll,-~. ):r'l:) .... tH;iJ!t(U• '-lf Ln.1.;U .• 1' ttl.~!~·rr-, 19S5, r,ao.. ;7:ir;\• Uh!v~.v-~11 ·':h 1 h. 
"lf.ftJliU"t!.'3e11t , lJ'-". f..O, "'3 1 ® • 

?'~ei u·eh t! ~i! ..... siblkti.tioni,t t ··&G" n,',t. !r· fl,l 1s~i:rr 
1'tu.;c.r1pt1ve G1·11~r r1it th;t: Oulltth Die.J.~ot, (in p par tit);'}) . 
!n tJrii.,: f.o4t I. l1u•1d Db.l1tot. ef <"outh Cf!,.cil tne ,mt! o~"l"i!!fl {ln 

ON ( joit.f. t~i t(t ., 
,t-:1':!t J;t'ri~11 i furvi V8cls 

P""' 1~a.:rtt ti"' ) • 
References 
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Committee Notes 

Documents submitted 
Photograph x 
Exhibit material 
Transcripts 

Howard University 
Harvard University 
University of Chicago 

Plan of work x 

Digest 

Budget Summary 

Total amount needed 

From applicant 

From Fund 

Granted 
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1945 RR 

Name Lorenzo Dow Turner Field: Linguistics e.nd 
Folklore 

Professor and Head of the Department of English and Acting Director 
of the Curriculum in African Studies 

Fisk University, Nashville, Tennessee 
Plan of Work 

To complete and publish three volumes of Afro-Brazilian folk material: 
(1) an annotated collection of Yoruba secular and religious songs (words in Yoruba 
and English); (2) an annotated volume of Yoruba texts (Yoruba words in phonetic 
notation with tones marAed) with English translation; (3) a collection of Yoruba 
stories for children edited in Portuguese with English translation. 

Requests grant for one year beginning June, 1945. Will return to 
present position. 

Personal Data 

Undergraduate Work 

Graduate Work 

Experience 

Accomplishments: 

Fellowships: 

References i 
~ 

Born Elizabeth City, North Carolina, August, 1895. 
Married, one child. 

Howard University, A.B., 1914. 

Harvard University, A.M., 1917. 
University of Chicago, Ph.D., 1926. 

Age: 50 

Blackstone College of Law (correspondence course), LL.B., 1942. 
Yale University, 1938-39. 
University of London, and in Paris, France, 1936-37. 
Professor and head of Department of English, Howard University, 
~ashington, D. c., 1917-28, $2650; professor and head of Department 
of English, Fisk University, Nashville, Tennessee, 1929- , $4000; 
some teaching in summer schools. 

Linguistic Society of America, American Dialect Society, International 
Phonetic Association, International Institute of African Lan uages 
and Cultures, Inter-Americ~n Society of Anthropology and Geography, 
Modern Language Association of America. 

Edited jointly an anthology American Negro literature; investigated 
Africanisms in the Gullah dialect; at present studying extent of 
Africanisms in Brazilian Portuguese and editing three volumes of 

.Afro-Brazilian folklore; has written books and articles on surviving 
Africanisms in Western Hemisphere. 

Fellowship and grant-in-aid from American Council of Learned Societies, 
193132, $1300; grant-in-aid from A.C.L.S., Paris, summer 1937, $250 ; 
grant-in-aid, A.C.L.S., Yale University, 1938-39, $750 ; Rosenwald 
fellowship, 1940 and 1943, $3800. 

Melville J. Herskovits, Northwestern University 
Hans Kurath, Brown University Budget Summary 
Miles L. Hanley, University of Wisconsin 

Total Amount Needed $4,500 
From Applicant 2,000 
From Fund 2, 500 

Sent to Committee AMOUNT GRANTED 

s 



Ptl'bli~tl()nB, (ct}ntinuocl)s Anti Sl~Vit,')'' !ent1lle-nt 1n Aaur,ritLin L'lti$J' tu:re ?r:lor to: 
Ul~S, lath.1ngtQU, D. c •• l9ll9. ?..eaditlg'Ci fl"'•;Jtll Re.v·G l,ut.½.ll)ra', 1111,ra,:mrt a1~e:ec Md C¢mpucy ., 
1951 .. 

F'lflla.li~,P&t S:d.ley Sehola:r•t-hip, Univ~.rsity of OhieriiJo, l.'914,..J;! , 'tlSO .. 
Th:r~e ,r.,;r.:tt: l'T,)f.i Ai.11ifr11:1u-:, ·ck.n:mcil o! Lf-l:11.i-11•,,Hi eoc1Gt1eH,'11 for ~tudy (~f' ~f.a-t1:tl&.1:id 
d1&loct :it S utb Carol.tna and Ot;to~ia.Ji 19ti, l933t liil.$11 ,tl,500., 

UNIVERSITY 


