
.iJee.r A,.-na, : 

tour nice .letter or we.lcome made me blush at the memory or 
another nice .1eeter r rece1ved _I r om you a couple or years ago and never had 
the gr ace to answer. l t seems very s trange to be back behind the old desk 
again, but the .last three years a.re gradual.Ly growing dim all.hough - to my 
utter astonishment - I find that 1 continue to 3iss the Army a great deal. 

I 'm afr aid that I will neither meet Huby li.ill nor see you at the 
opening, and even more afr~id that we won't have your stimulating and useful 
presenoe at the meeting. r t is, apparently, irrevocably s cheduled for Karch 
23-24. I t i s too much to hope that you will be nbl e to get ou.t here at that 
t i.me, but i f 1 am unduly peasitllistic, let me know. \'fe have a lot of :icx■Oatwa 
canididates in cre~tive writing and your backing will be sorely needed. 

I am very anxious to taJ.k to you personally, not only f or old taest 
sake, but to seek professional advice . I spent an agonizing end exciting 
month at St Simons I sland getting started on a novel, of which I manag~d t o 
get about ~5, 000 words written - some of v;jlich I think are pretty good. I t 
was by far the hardest work I have ever done, more like giving birth to a 
set of broken dishes than anything 1 can think of - but you know the sensation 
only too well. The subject is a Southern white's development in the .North and 
J: a.m tr) ing to faoe squarely the matter of sexual rela. tions across color 
lines f rom his point of view, among other things. Naturally, i f "the book i s 
ever finihlled and printed it will mean 1 can't go home again; but a.s I am very 
anxious to return to France when the JH.P' breathes its l ast, that will be no 
hardship. 

My f oreighn service was, in retrospect, t r:.e most vital and gr aphic 
period of my l ife . I was in uermany a total of eight months , six with the 
Inf~tcy and two teaching u s-w.ff s chool at Oberammergau - a little enchanted 
interlude. Herb liolclhor, whom you may have known at th-e liLS was also a faculty 
member, and Roberta YcLemore was at one time a student. We wer e tr~ining ul' s 
and officers to assume the lll!lnagement of small unit 11brl:1?"1es - all very int erest.in 
ing and all very futile. 

I am hop~ f or some leiaure soon in which t o cat ch up on your own pro­
digious literbry output s ince 1 left. 1t would be swell i: you could come to 
the meeting. In any event, l et me hear. 

Sincerely , 

If f , " r ">r 
P. S. Haturall thi o i s ~ own t yping; so exuae the s trike-overs . 




