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Isst night we went over the music very carsfully, and I honestly
wish I were auble to report that something proved 1o be cutatanding, but I
santt, AL the smoment LU eppears to mwe that lssil yesar's candidates, on the
whole, sessed sore prosising then these.

I rote thiz yesr's candidates in tha following order:

1. Edward kargetson (Negro)
2. Herbert Hellse .
3. Jesale Fitagersld
4+ Jumes Price Johnson *

If the mmsic you sent Irom Fergetson represents what he hes turned
out during 1942 under bie fellewship, then I would sey that he hag done &
grest deal of work and has used his fellowaship well., Outeide of that, there
is nothing that I eould say sbout his cther than whis 1 said last year. He
is still writing in his own censonant, academic style,

(In 1942 Mr, 58111 suid the following regurding Mr. Mawrgeisong
¥r, Margetaon is a very coapetent ccmposer. I wm the things he wrote a
great desl, Uis melodies ere good, snd the cospositions sre tastefily end
intelligently written. My only reasen for renking Him after Hr. Eay and
Nr. Kerr io thet I feel thet he hos consciously limlited himeoll to sn scadenio -
at times alsost ecclesisstical « style. This ls ouly o cosment; not ¢ critie
olen, for I found nothing wrong witk his work, He hes & great desl of talent,)

As for Hr, Heliss 1 liked bip arvsngsment of the Spiritusl. It is
& good welody, and he hap mede a nige arvangesent of it. ] did not care
sspscinlly fov his pisno pleces (slibough x¢ first I thought they aight have
possibilities) becsuse in many respects they were tudnl-rum/ﬁ of Chopin and p
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Liast,_ énd once & Debusay and Freach Ispressionism. The pisno pleges did
not upyur to show melodie fmvention of & superlor sort, for they lesnsd toe
much toward excessive embsllishments, They were owverly florid, snd contsined
move decorstions then meat.

Hlss Fltagoreld gsve me & probles o ¢onslider, inasmuch as she gent
& syaphonic score which was compesed with llsitations imposed on the composer,
which of course would make it lsck originality eince 1t hed to imitats the
style of a certain peried; snd she sent srrangements of folk tunes., Frankly,
I con't think of an arrenger in the seme way that I think of & ereative musie
cian., Very often good arrangers are uotl good coupossrs. I regret that
she did not send pome eriginal compopitions on which to paes judgnent. Ae
for the song arrengements themeelves, I would consider them well done snd
capable, but not outstanding or original.

whom I know as Jimmle Johnson, ip ths las® on uy

list, He 1z & writer of musicsl comsdies whioh have besn succeseful. It
would seem that he should have known batter than to send only the orshestre-
tiong of his compositions, since in order to puss judgment on them I would
have %o go over the sntire scores and reconstyruct thez, & job that would take
ue several woeks. He should have sent scme port of condustor's seore. Tharee
fore I can't give sn opinion on the two works he sent. However, I can tell
you thet I have known hia in the pest as e popular song writer. As o matter
of fact, I crohestrated some of his things in years gone hy. Lately he has
boen steppdn; out of hie Field intoc that of ssrious musle, mt I have not been
impressed by enything he has done. OF course I have heard only some of hia
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compositions, not «ll of theu. , ‘ A oBY o B /
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