
MATERIALS OF INSTRD'CTION FOR RURAL El,EUlJITARY SCHOOt.S -- .... 

The Julius Rosen~tld Fund is inter est ing iteelf in rural education, 

especially in the Southern states. Some explanation of our interests and 

activities in this field is given in t he attached paaphlet• Rural Education. 

!Blong the improvements needed 1n rural education is in the materials 

or instruction. The present textbool .. s. are, for the JlOSt pe.rt.1 f orul. and ill 

adapted to the rural South. The texts are usuall.3 prepared in northern cities 

and t end t o overlook the peculiar interests of the South and of the rural 

scene. With these :fon&al textbooka botll pupU and teacher tend to think of 

education a s a '58ries or :.mr elated "les sonatt r<a.t her than as prapo:ra.tion for 

life. 

There is opportuuitl)' fore. resourcei"ul. ~rson to mruce iaportant 

contributions in 4er.siog new saterials of instruction which would be tmCh 

aore vitf\J. and interesting than many of t he existing texts and would r elate 

subject matter to r egior.s.J. int erests. The person should (e) know or becoae 

acquainted intir..te.t e~ nth souther n rurtil iif'e, (b} acquaint himself with 

the technic«l nettds and requir~nt~ of t he educational sytt em, and (c) haTe 

abilJ.tzy- t o organi~e and write aater ial. 

It baa been ouggested t~t an individual or two of tjiis sort be 

appointee! to tlle staff of t he Rur&l. School Council of the Julius Rosenwald 

Fund and lent. for field service in connection with e. tee.chers college 1n 

one or t he sout her n stat es., prohn.bly in Georgl& since tl;w.t iu t he state in 

which we are concentrating most or our work. lfe sbeuld like to find two or 

three people, aen or women, at l aast one Negro and one white Y.Orker. We have 

no fixed ealai-y schetiules in mind untl wow.ti be willing to consider~ 

and expenses on the 'baais of individual c&ses. 
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Mr. Edwin R. Embree 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear !Lr . Embree : 

February 27, 1937 

Referring to your letter of the 23rd, enclosing a memoran­
dum regarding personnel for the preparation of materials of instruction, 
I want to note one person who has certainly qualified considerably in 
this re card. i\e have had an opportunity over the past t\vo years to 
work carefully with and observe Miss Vi~j~ _~e ,A.r~ett. Born in the 
South, "VTith a background in rura'r a:na urban localities, lier undergraduate 
W'Ork was completed at the University of Minnesota. She has had some 
teaching experience ,in southern schools, and two years of graduate work 
in this Department. She has had a very outstanding record, but more 
than this she has revealed special abilities which we have engaged in 
the direction of the preparation of materials for elementary instruc• 
tion in rural schools and utilization of immediate experience as a medium 
of education. 

Incidentally, she is one of the persons referred to in 
another connection, in the Park memorandum, as having demonstrated cer­
tain extremely valuable procedures in line ,nth our rote learning and 
acculturation explorations. She is as good as Arna Bontemps in simpli­
f ying scientific material to the point of making it assimilable for chil­
dren and for adults of low educational levels. 

In looking a.bout for something that can help to explain 
her skill and intimate familiarity with rural life, I am picking out t1Vo 
readings prepared by her : one on 11Syphilis11 and one on 11Foods. u These 
a.re fragments of work which at least carry the point. 

I think you would find her an excellent prospect, at least 
for consideration, as you discuss personnel. I shall have one or mo 
other su~gestions to make a little later. 

cs~- p 

r:. 



A LITTLE CHAT ABOUT 11BAD BLOOD11 

All of us have seen people ,7ho had "bad blood. 11 Some 

folks call it the 11bad disease. 11 Both mean the same thing. Doctors 

have a name for it that they call syphilis. They say that syphilis i s 

one of the venereal diseases. Suppose we find out hm'f they hit upon 

that name . There is a reason for everything, and there is a reason 

why they call 11bad blood" a venereal disease . 

The word 11vcnercal" really came from the Italians who lived 

in Rome. You lmow who Italians are. A ~cod many times you see them 

running fruit stands in towns. Most folks call them "dagoes." Romans 

believed in a lot of gods. They had a god over most every thing. 

They had a &od of the sea, a sun god, and they also had a god of love. 

This love god was a woman and they called her Venus. Here is where 

our name "venereal" com.es in. Most people who have had bad blood get 

_it by making love. That is why it is sometimes called a venereal dis-

ease, or a disease of love. You don't need to worry yourself vdth 

that long name, unless you just want to learn it. Just remember that 

most folks who have "bad blood" or the "bad disease, 11 or if you yra,nt 

to call it syphilis or a venereal disease, got it by making love vdth 

some one who already had it. 

The only way you cet "bad blood" is by mixing with somebody 

who already has it, or by letting your body touch some place they have 

been. That is why you ought to be careful about whqm you lr.iss, and 

about usins the same cup or dipper or Glass that ot'r)-1~ folks use. 

l 

tt11ct1 

,,. 
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A lot of times you catch it by using toilets, like in the railroad 

stations, shows and barber shops. That is why careful people put 

paper on toilets before they sit down. 

If you are not sure that JOU have 11bad blood11
, the ·wisest thine; 

is to go to a doctor . ~ut here are a few signs that are almost proof 

that you have it. You first start by breakin~ out in red bumps. You 

mi~ht ~.ave them all over , and then they might be only on certain parts 

of you. They can be anyv;here -- on your body, your tonbue, fingers , 

breast, toes -- just anywhere . And then, about a month after these 

bumps come, you really begin to feel sick for true. You get sore 

throat, fever , headaches -- your eyes hurt, you ache in your joints, and 

you feel no 'count. Besides, your hair starts dropping out. It looks 

like moths have been in it. If you don't do something about it you 

begin to go away to skin and bone -- you look like a ha.nt, and folks are 

scared of you. 

It's a pretty bad thing, but you don't need to worry about it, 

because you can get rid of "bad blood" if you start working on it in 

time . ut it takes a ~ood while. 

far gone before they go to a doctor . 

1!ost people wait until they are too 

Some folks go to "root doctors . " 

If you :ireally want to get v1ell, the best thing is to go to a sure 

enour;h doctor , because you don't get "bad blood" by folks throwing 

spells on you. It takes about t;vo years to get well , if you take 

treatments every time the doctors say. Most people stof going to the 

doctor as soon as they feel better. later on they get worse off than 

they ,,.,ere before . If you get 11bad blood11 the best thing to do is to 

keep goinr; to the doctor until he tells JOU that you are well. 



F O O D S 

All of you no doubt have seen a brick house. If we look 

at the house from a distance it appears to be one large mass. But 

v1hen we r;et close to the building we see that a great many small 

bricks are needed to make the one house. Each person's body i s 

like a brick house. It is one large whole which is ma.de up of many 

tiny parts. We call each of these little parts a cell. 

There is one other ·way in which our bodies are something 

like brick houses. Bricks are very stron~, but time, rain, heat 

and cold wear them out, and people who live in the houses must repair 

them. Every day, in each of our bodies the cells are wearing down, 

and so in order to keep our bodies in good repair, we eat food. 

There are three reasons why we need food : first, to build 

new cells which take the place of the worn out ones; second, to make 

us strong so that we can work; and third, to enable each pa.rt of the 

body to do its work well . Not only must we eat food to have strong 

healthy bodies, but we must eat the proper kinds of foods , or else 

we will not grow, and our bodies will be so weak that disease will 

come in on us . 

And how is one to know what foods he should eat? To ans­

wer that question vre begin by nami~ the kinds of foods . Of course 

we know that there are begetables, fruits , meats , nuts , bread -- and 

so we could go on and perhaps fill this •,age 

we eat. But there is a much shorter way. 

vri th the names of thi gs 

all t,L foods anyone 

uc., 
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lmows about can be put into six groups, or what is called the six 

classes of foods . These are their names : carbohydrates, proteins, 

fats , minerals , water, and vitamincs. Now that we lmow the names of 

the six classes of food ,ve will find out something about each one. 

Per haps the best way to remember the names is to think of 

them in connection with what happens on wash day. The first requir e -

ment is that we be strong to do the washin~. Strength comes from 

proteins, which are found me.inly in egr,s, lean meat, nuts, cheese, 

dried peas and beans. No one can wash without water; neither can 

people get along without water. Not only is the greater part of our 

body weight made of water (four- fifths) but we must keep on drinking 

water if we live . In addition to the water we get by drinking, a 

great many of the foods ,·re eat have some water in them -- apples, 

cabbage. (Can you name any others?) If we want our clothes nice 

and white, we boil them. Before boiling we need fuel vri th which 

to build the fire . The fuel for heat in our bocies comes from 

foods that contain fat -- fat meats , butter, nuts. Most of our par-

ents boil clothes in an iron pot. Perhaps it may sound queer, but it 

is true, nevertheless, that people need iron in their bodies. Or 

course we cannot get the iron by swallowini; a nail, or any other iron 

object we lmow of. We get our iron in very small amounts from foods 

that grow where the soil is rich in iron. Some foods containing 

iron are gr eens, raisins and bananas. We have said a great deal 

about iron, but it is only one of the many minerals needed in human 

bodies. Others are calcium, or line, which builds bones and teeth, 

and comes from milk and table salt. 



After vre have washed and boiled the clothes there are 

always some to be starched. Like clothes, people need starch to 

give them pep, or energy. t'.:>tarch belongs to the first t:;roup or 

class of foods named,- carbohydrates. Carbohydrates are civided 

into two ;roups, starch and sugar. It would not be hard for any­

one to think where our sugar comes from -- desserts , candy, fruit 

and plain sugar. Yfe mii;ht need to think a li ttlo harder to name 

starchy foods . Some of the :more important ones a1·e rice, potatoes 

and flour . 

the water. 

The next time you ,·;ash rice notice the milky color of 

That is due to starch in the rice. 

mines. 

The last food we will talk about is tho class called vita­

The 1Hay to romember vitamines is to keep in mind that some 

of them come from the sunshine, and we hand out clothes out in the 

sun to dry. Without vitamines our bones are soft, and a number of 

diseases attack us. Fresh fish, leafy vegetables and oranges are 

some of the other foods from which we get vi tamines. 

Now that we know vrhat food does f'or the body, the classes 

of food, and why each is important, our job from now on is to be 

sure that each meal has at least one food from each of the six clas­

ses. Later on we will talk about what happens if we eat too much 

of one food and too little of another. Your body is the house in 

which you live . Don't let the bricks crumble or the house look 

shabby and run-downo 

11liiy body is a temple , 
To God it does belong 
He bits me keep it for His use 
He wants it pure and strong. 1' 

!~ 
Virginia ~ j Argr ett 



Mr. Edwin R. Embree , President 
Julius Rosem,alc. Fund 
Chica~o, Illinois 

Dear 1.:r. Embree: 

I [} 

0 

i) 

D 

i,ritinc the mP.terie.l on "bad blood" and foods ,..,as not done in the spirit of 
work; in fact, it is simply the kind of thi~ I enjoy doing ,7ell , anct. expect to 
continue tryinG for better ways to do it . I am glao that they met with your appro­
val--the preparation of additional information would be for me a delitht ful experience 
and one ,:mich I would enjo:) . 

I have not had a ~reat deal o1 contact with Southern rural lif~ and education, 
but the fact that I was born in Jacksonville Florida and received rrry elenentary 
and hi6h school trainin5 there givos me some acquaintance vrith Southern life . At 
the University of 1:innesota from which I graduate in 1933, I majored in history and 
minored in sociology . During rrry senior year I did practice teachinc at the Univer­
sity Hieh School, and have a High School ~cachers 1 Certificate from that state. 
In college, I disliked gym very thoroughly, but enjoyed preventive medicine and 
public health, and social work. I took as many courses in preventive medicine as 
was possible without a backc;round of physiology or anatomy. As for social work, I 
had theory and practice in both group and family case work. Ur the two, I prefer 
family case work--in fact , I almost love it. I suppose that is because I dislike 
.vork that kocps one inside all the time . I like to got out in the air. 

l.~y first job was at Crunden S .c. at Br o\'mine; Home, a school under the auspices 
of the 17omans Home Hissionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Here I 
had forty lively fifth and sixth boys and girls in one room all day, tryinz to 
instill the principles of everything save music and the Bible . I did not ,vant grade 
school teaching, and after school closed went to Atlanta Georgia as family visitor 
with the local E.RA. vn1ile thus employed I vas given the opportunity to get one 
semester of additional t r ainin~ ~t the Atlunta School of Social Work. I r esigned 
the Yrork vri th the Georgia ERA to do graduate work in sociology at Fisk in 1935 . 

As to a hobby, or no.in interest, I enjoy reading and seeing other people 
enjoy it, especially those whose circunstanccs tend to keep literature like a 
treasure, locked up from them. I like the piano, and have had sufficient training 
to eno.ble me to appreciate good music . I e:::pect to receive a masters dee;ree in 
sociology in June, and am anxious to eet started on some definito program. The 
idea of the preparation of school llll\.tcr~als is especially attractive, and I shall 
be pleased to hear more about it . 

Very truly yours 

). 
V -
Virginia Argrett 
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SIXTY-NINE 

for STUDENT 
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BUREAU OF 
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TEACHERS 

CHELSEA 3-503-4 

Lucy Sprague Mitchell Elizabeth Healy • Jessie Stanton • Elisabeth Irwin Ellen Steele Dorothy Wilmotte 

--"--' I .,, "'r"i 

March I Yk _, 

My dear Mr . Embree: 

This part of the year my job takes-me-----'----'--~= 
and out of town with such rapidity that even such 
interesting let ters as yours appear neglec ted. 
Yours wasn't neglected. I assure you, your i n-
quiry is i ntriguing indeed. 

Despite my faith in Cl arke Foreman' s good 
judgment, I am sure that I am not the person to 
undertake the work on curriculum materi als . My 
experience as well as interest l ies deeply in 
teacher training and in the classroom work of 
nur~_ery and elementary schools . However, I doubt 
if I have special flair in writing for children. 
And I am sure that my technical equipment to judge 
or devise materi al appropri ate for various curricu­
lum use is too sketchy for your needs. What a 
shame, for the possibility, even the possibility, of 
work in such an environment as you describe sounds 
like a fine professional adventure . 

Marion Pascal has half promised a glimpse of 
you when she and you next meet here . In case that 
visit is fairly i mminent I coul d wait to thank you 
in person. Perhaps •tis better not· to risk delay? 
Hence my appr eci ation of your interest and my hope 
for a talk--so~e.ti me . 

Mr . Edwin R. Embr ee 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago , Illinois 

Sincerely yours, 

----------------- Cooperating Schools ----------------­

LITTLE RED SCHOOL HOUSE, NEW YORK CITY 
WOODWARD SCHOOL, BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 
HARRIET JOHNSON NURSERY SCHOOL, NEW YORK CITY 

( Bureau of Educational Experiments) 

ROSEMARY JUNIOR SCHOOL, GREENWICH, CONNECTICUT 
MOUNT KEMBLE-SCHOOL, BERNARDSVILLE, NEW JERSEY 
CARSON COLLEGE FOR ORPHAN GIRLS, FLOURTOWN, PA. 
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1230 AMSTERDAM AVENUE 

NEW YORK CITY- :;,:arch 3 , 193'7 

\ 

-- ff?/)_· ~ 
-=-!;'\ear Doctor Z~bree : 

1 
Please pardon m:r C elay in replyine to 

your recent letter; but I was called out of 
tovm ar-.cl hr~ve been m:ay for several d.uys . 

I shoule be nost pleaset to have you con­
sider i1e for the type oi' J.) OSi tion v.1hich you. 
haYe in mine.. , =o:::. it haf; alvn.ys been my ho _e 
and ambition to return to the South some day 
and to hnve op:9ortuni ty to co ther·e some 
worth,1hile Jiece of work . 

A few general facts D.bout :nyself ,1ill 
probably be suf!icient at present; but , of 
course , I shall be blad to have you investi ­
g ate ":e in detail, if ;rou find that you are 
interested ir: .... :e . I am a ,'ircinian an.cl was 
cc.uco.ted ir. both public and privn.te schools , 
clo ing ri.10s t of r::y u: C.e:::'c1·aCu8. te college v:ork 
at the !_arrisonburg State Teachers Collee:;e 
of • ir6 inia and at the t:ni versi ty o:.,: . irui1...ia . 
I completed both the Bachelor 1 s and ~aster 1 s 
degrees , however , here at ·.:.:eachers College , 
Co l~bia, v:here I am nov: worJ:ir]f; to finish up 
ny :Joe tora te . I began teacfinf; in -a )ri ·, "'te 

-~ 1 l 
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WHITTIER HALL 

1230 AMSTERDAM AVENUE 

NEW YORK CITY 

J:;piscopal school v;hen sevc~1teen :rec.rs old and 
have taught in all types of schools , including 
sumner tec.chi.11..£; at ~ ennsylvanis. State Coll ege , 
Cornell University ancl the University of ✓ irginia . 
I have been a higI'- school ,rincipal , a rural 
school supervisor ir the South , e.ne.. am 110w State 
Supervisor of ~.ural Ed.uca t ion in :;ew Yor1: State .. 
In this last position, I have ha~ wi~e e~perience 
iL. c eveloping curriculum materials in a sor:-ie-i:hc.t 
conserve.ti ve state v.-}1()re it has been. necess-ry to 
go slowly in order to build. on fi,.~m foundations . 
',,e feel , hovrever , thc.t ,:orth\'lhile pr·oe-·:ess has 
been tiade . ',.hile working i n the South , I served 
on numerous st::. te committees a.nc.c t::.~L.velle(l i ic.ely 
through the deep South so that the section is 
fairly v;ell kr.01;:n to me . I have acquaintances 
um.ong the educational workers in V:?rious Southern 
States . 

~ ou ccn inv-esti0 a te me 1~'0s t easily , I should 
imagine , throu.gh 1,,r J Cayce :.:orrison of the ~:eu 
YorJ: State ::c.ucat ion Department , and. through 
~ rofessor .. abel Larney anC ...,r ::dmund e..eS Brtmner 
o:::' t· is institution . I am &lso known to Dr James 
.ardy .Jillard 0:1. 1.,harlottesville , . irg1n1a. .:-e ­
tailed information wi ll be ~~adly furnished , if 
you C:.es ire it 

~()»-\'\.~v .... 

of~ 



iilTERULS OF INSTRUC1'10N FOR RURAL ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS 

The Julius Rosenwald Fund is interesting itsel.t in rural education, 

eapecia.lly in tha Southern ste.tes. Some e..icpl.e.nation of our 1nt€.rest.s a.nd 

activities in this .field is given in the attcbed pn:nphlet., Rurc.l E.dYQation. 

Among the 1.a:.prcve~nte needed in rurel educe.tion is in the aateriala 

of ine.trueti.on. 'rhc present te~<.tbooks are, for the ra.oet part, fonaal and ill 

ad~pted to the rural South. The te;tt3 are usw.1lly prep.;.red 1n nortl.6rn ei ties 

and tend to overlook t ~ peculiar inte.:-e~t5 of t he South nnd of the rural 

scene. Nith these .forrm.l textbooks both p11pU and teacher tend to think of 

education &o a series of unrel ated "le~sonstt rather t han ae prepe.ration for 

life. 

There i s opportmdty for a re~iirc~ful p~rson to Eke important 

contribut ions in devi~ing new ?t£.terie.1e of ins ... ..ruction 'l"b1ch would be much 

111ore vit.al and int-eresting than £!WlY of the existing texts and would relate 

:subJeot 11&tter to regiontl interests. The person '3hould (a) know or bec011& 

acquainted. in ti.lie. tely ·with Southern rural ll!e , ( b) 1t.cqug.int hiiiself •1th 

the technical. needs e..od requirements of the ad.ucatiom~l system, am (c) have 

ability to organize and write -..terial. 

It has been SUf;~eDted that an individ~l or t'lfO of this sort be 

appointed to the &tiiff of too Rurul School Council. of the 1ul1ua Rosenwald 

Fund and lent for field service in connection •ith a teachers collee;e in one 

0£ the Southern atatees, probably in Georgia since that is the otate in Yl'h1ch 

we are concentratiDg most of our work. l're should like to !ind t1JO or three 

peo"Pl.e, aen or women, at least one Negro and one white worker. l?e have no 

fixed s&l.ar;y scbedw.es in llrl.nd and would~ •Ultag t-0 condder aalary and 

expenses on tbs basis or individual cases. Zit 

hJ 



Lr. "".dwin R. Embree, President 
Julius Ro senwalc. Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

My dear dr . Embree: 

229 '.~. 148 St. , Apt. ff52 
Nev; York, N. Y. 
August 9, 1937 

-~~\ 1-1-t== 
✓ \~-- -

1--\ I 
Last March whil~ I was still doing graduate work at Fisk University 

you vrote asking if I would be interested in helping prepare more interesting 
materials of instruction for Southern rural elementary schools. I wr ote to 
you saying that I would b<- happy to take a part in such a prof;ram. Since 
I have received no answer, I assume that nothing is to cooe of that plan. 

I thought all along that the plan would materialize, and for that 
reason did not attempt to find any other position for the fall . It was not 
until early in June tha t I learned that there ~as some doubt as to the 
carrying out of this part of the work. By that time most of the positions 
for which I might apply had been filled . I have made numerous applications 
for a job in the teaching field but all of the answer~ say that the open­
ings have been filled. 

I am very much in need of ,.ork, and wunaer if there is any 
pJssibility of your making some opening for me in the program of the Julius 
Rosem.a.ld Fund. As you know I received the i.aster of Arte degree in sociology 
last June from Fisk University. l~y undergraduate wor k was taken in t he 
College of Education of the University of Minnesota. I majored in history 
and am qualified to teach in either high school or college. In addition to 
one year's teaching experience in the elementary school of Bro~ning Home, 
Camden, South Carolina, I have had training and experience in family case 
work. I worked frJ m June 1934 to October 1935 as family visitor for the 
Georgia Emergency Relief Ad.Jninistration in Atlanta. In undergraduate school 
I took courses in the department of social work and studied one semester at 
the Atlanta School of Social v:ork on an ERA scholarship provided by the State 
of Georgia. While in Minnesota I worked part time as a gir ls group leader at 
Phyllis Wheatley Settlement House in Minneapolis. I read French ver) well , 
play a piano, use a typewriter and am now studying shorthand. 

I shall be most grateful to Mr. Embree if you will make some pl~ce 
for me. I am willing to go anyv;here and try anything. 

it truly :tr•~ ~ 

v~~~ 



August. 16, 1937 

Dear ~iss Argrett; I ruu very sorry if you h~ve f..l.l.owed 
:the letter w•tich I e:ent to you in 

the spring to influence your plans. I sent a nu..~ber of 
lettera to person::: whose nllmes had been €1ven to me. A few 
or tho persons, 1n one capacity or another, are bei~ made 
use o! in inctitutions with which we are cooperatin&. We 
are not e.ppoin~inc persons to· our o-.n staff 1.1.a 1n a.11 thia 
work the import.an:. thing is to build up instJ. tutions and 
personnel in the South. 

I have no doubt thut you are in 
touch with Dr .. Charlea Johnson. lie and his e.ssocia't$s at 
Fisk are carrying on one secLton of tte work in which•~ 
are interested. If further openings in the prepa1~ation of 
teachinc ~.ateriale are nve.ilable , he might kno~ of them. 

F.RE: J'ff 

Miss Virginia. Argrett 
229 West 148th Street, Apt . 152 
Now York City 

Very trnly yours , 
EDWIN ,,. '-



WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION 
WALKER-JOHN SON BUILD ING 

1734 NEW YORK AVENUE NW. 

HARRY L . HO PKINS 
ADMINISTRATOR 

Mr. Fdwin K. Embree 
Rosenwald Foundation 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Mr. Fmbree: 

WASHINGTON, D . C. 

February a, 1957 
{ c) 

The name which I promised yesterday to send you is 
J. Thomas Askew, Dean or the Armstrong Junior College at 
Savannah, Georgia. He said in his letter that he taught 
at the University or Georgia from 1929 to 1935, and hi~ 
book, "Readings in Georgia Problems", to which y,o,I"refer­
red, is to be used in the colleges in the University ey-s-
tem and some other small colleges. 

In thinking over the names that I mentioned to you 
I rather believe that the first man mentioned, Landis, is 
probably too much interested in research at a higher lev­
el than you wish. My judgement is still that Fdi th Webb 
Williams would qualify first and Herman Johnson, second. 
If I think of any other possibility I will let you know. 

We were delighted to have a little visit with you. 

IAR 2 1987. 

T • • o er, J~ ~ 
Coordinator of 
Rural Research 
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FEDERAL EMERGENCY ADMINISTRATION 

OF PUBLIC WORKS 
WASHI NGTON , D. C. 

February 17, 1937 IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO 

Mr. Edwin R. Embree 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ell is Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear E. R. E. : 

cf/lp 

Supplementing the pamphlet which I sent 

to you through Dr. Alexander, 1 am enclosing herewith 

another pamphlet on the Cooperative School for Student 

·reachers of which Elizabeth Healy (Ross) is Chairman of 

the Central Staff. 

Yours sincerel3, 

~ 
Clark Foreman 

Enclosure 



February 25~ 1957 

Dear Ira. Wllliuuu Dr. T. J. t'oofter , Jr . has suggested 
that you might be interested in tak­

ing a part. in our efforts to prepare 110re intereStll\i aater-
1.als of in.,truction for Southern rural elementary sehooI"a. 

- The enc"Iosed"' me~!ffl!.ua t..nd pamphl.e t t'.'111 f;i ve you sou idea 
of the thing we have in 11.U\d nnd or the general progrrua in 
rural. education which we are currying out. Dr. r.ooft,er has • 
thought that you haTe background and abilities ths.t aight 
qwuify you e7-cellently f or the prep<>-ration of £resh types 
of school materials. 

If you are interested, would you be 
e":Ood enoueh to let us kno,1, possi bly gi ving us details of your 
experience and interests. OUr f irst desire i s to have a per-
aon attached. to the f aculty of South Georgia Teachers College, 
Statesboro, Georgia, since i t seems to ua thAt in connection 
Tit~ the regular work of a noruw.l collece the materials could 
sost succeasfull.,v be prepared and tried out. Mr. Pitt.an, the 
president of this institution, is, of course, 1n full sympathy 
with this proposs.l nnd has called upon us for aid only because 
of the llaitations of his budget and the rigidity of bis 
aebedu;l.es. I t might be possi bl e for expcriaents 1n new mnter-
1al.s to be made through other connections than the one sug-
0-ested abon it foT one reason or another the suggested appoint­
ment were not feasible for~ gi ven candidate. 

If the idea attracts you at all, let 
us correspond _further and possibl3" ~ork toward a personal in­
tan-iew later. 

ERE:JW 

Jira. Edith Webb Williau 
Corn.11 University 
Ithaca, New York 

IAR 2 1937. 

Very truly yours , 

f:owrN 



~}c ~ . ~,-

NEW YORK STATE COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE AT CORNELL UNIVERSITY 
CORNELL UNIVERSITY AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION 

DEPARTMENT OF 
RURAL SOCIAL ORGANIZATION 

DWIGHT SANDERSON 
W. A. ANDERSON 
MARY EVA DUTHIE 
ROBERT A. POLSON 
LEONARD S. COTTRELL, JR. 

·r . ~]duin R . ...... 'm.bree 
,Tuli us ~o se:1r:ald F~d 
4901 Ellis ii.venue 
Chica~o , Illinois 

Dear ~.:r . :; 1bre e : 

ITHACA, NEW YORK f 
),...,.,o J{.-..... ~ .t~, 

c. E. LA.co, DEAN / ,..,..c ~ L 
-1-'-....... ~ - . ~ ·- r-c:---w-f> 
~ .J2.d'C...S...,-f g... .i.~t --
~ r - 61.-f~t"' "'·1'-,.s 

::arch ~, 19:J7 ~ 

o _I -
Thunk you very muc~ for your letter of February 23 . 

I a;n in such c0--1')lete a2;redf"..ent \ii t 11 you on the need for reform 
of elementary education in t:rn fouth that 1.1~7 ent usiasrn :ts 
aroused by the entrance of the Rosenwald F '.nd i·1to t'1is field . 

I should very muc'1 lil~e to ~mve arr o:rT)ortu;.1: ty to :)ar­
ticipa te in your i~rogram. There are , houevcr , t\7o factors Fhicl' 
uould influence my decision if you shoi.lJ.d crrsider ne favorably , 
a:1d I feel t:1a t I ou 'i1t to state t:1em to you quite fra"11:ly . It 
ui 11 be necessary for ae to re min here throun-h t·.is o.cadenic 
tern o.nd throu ""h nost of the surn.:10r i:. order to coLnlete tl e re ­
q_uireraents for ,-1y doctorate . I s' all have vor r little ti .. 1e be­
fore Se1)teillber , n,ven to give thou~t to a:-:ythine; new. In addition, 
I should not li}-e to commit nyself until my husband ' s plnns for 
next year are settled. T aturally , ,·e l opr t}'at ue TIRY find satis­
factory v1orlc "Ot too for B.way from eacl otl er. If he is teac11in: 
in the E:outh, t' e worlc you 0uggest ·woulc, be a ve1·y happy arrange-
1ent for me . 

In the ho1)e that t':e delay nhi c~1 t'1ese facts necessitate 
m.:,~r not eliminate r;ie fron your cons:i.deration , : attach a brief 
state!'lent of ny traini:::1,.. qnd c:::::,erience . u~t::.l the last t"ro years 
I have ltve:d in •1orth Carolina, ,ost of the tine i:1 a small tmm 
.i.:n ,... rural co,mty ,-;here _'ly f t· C"r was su:perii1tendent of couJ1t7r 
c,c 'Ools . :?ossibly ! should call your attentioli to the fact t}•at 
.: !"t ve not had tec~mical trai:1ing in the field of educat:.'..o:· . If 
you 'Iish a nore detailed record 01· addi tior,al infornation "bout 
Le , I trust that you ,iill let rne lrnon . 

l ~ Y( • YY ~ ~ 



.. ane ; 
Age : 

.~di th lebb illiams 
27 ; :1arried ; ·-o c'1ildren. 

.caden .. ic training: 

!'orth Carolin..". College for 'or,ien , "}reensbo:ro , . C.: 
A. ~ ., 1930 . Hajor : sociology. 

University of :Torth 'Jarolina, Jho.pel t iil , -. C. : 
Graduate 1-or1;: , 19 7 0- 31 , 1931- 32 , a·"d lc;:132- ;53 . 
•- • ::. , 1932. :ajor: sociology. :inor : ps·rc' olo"'Y • 

·revi vork c tPte College o" .. r-;ricul ture 9.t Sorrell "'Jni versi ty, 
Ithace , .. ew York : Graduate wor}~, 1935- 06 ~1d l<:'36- .,7 o 

c~_ndidate for h . D. in Septeriber , 1'337 . Ila~or : ru::-Pl 
social ore;anizo.tion. 'inor ; social nsycl1ology . ,.,econd 
m::..nor : labor and i~d"strial relatio:1s . 

Experience : 

Southern reBion·.l fellows11ir, ocial fcience Research Council , 
1930- l<J61 . 

~art time resc~rch assist~nt , Institute for Res~~rch in rocial 
Science, Chapel :!"1i ll , •r . c . , 1931- .32 P:'d 1932- 33 . 

Field researc'• ·orker , :'ennessee Vclley •·tuc:r , ·:noxville , 
Te"'1.Ilessee , Ju].y crd .. 1ue;ust , 1933. 

Assistant to ~irector , Division of Cocial fervice , • ort~ 
C 1 rolina .c.l111er ·e··cy Relief .:1.d.Ininistration , .....,(._lei _ 11

, ·- . C ., 
October, 1933 - July 1935. 

Part time instructioh assistant , ~epert~e~t of Hur. 1 rocial 
Or;::;tnization , Cornell·~:--ivi=-,:-sit~r , :t11aca, rr . Y., 
1935- 36 3ild 1936- 37 . 

Research ~ssistcnt , lural rectio~ , Jiv~sion o~ ~esearc) and 
Statistics , • I) . -·•, c.s i" ton , D. c . , .ugust and 
September 1g06. 



ff CR 2 1931. 

Februar-✓ 25, 1951 

Dear llise Heyl, Dr. E.dmund deS. Brunner has 5UJ.£t;est,ed 
the.t you might be interested in taking 

a part 1n our efforts to prepe.re more interesting ~~ 
)d. 1ast:rJiMcjJ.pn for SQuthern rural. eleroenta.r,y s chools. The 
enclosed aemoraffffi'Jlil 6nd' pa11p1ilet will ~Ive yot;. so~ idea of 
the thing we lul.ve in ud.nd and of the general proj;ram in rural. 
education which we are carrying out . Dr· . Brum1it:r i1as thought 
tnat you have b&clground e.nd abilities tMt nght qua.lit-✓ you 
excellently for the pi.~pe.rat ion of fresh ~ypea of school aater­
ials. 

If you are interested, woul.l you be. good 
enougl1 t o let ua know, po~sil>l,.r gi ving u~ details of your ex­
perience and intereats7 Ow.· f irst desire 1s t o liave a person 
attached to t he faculty or South GeoTgia Teaohers College, 
Stateaboro, Georg1.a, since it seeu to us that in connection 
with tbe regular 1roric of a normal colle1~e tlle .materials c-OUl.d 
=ost auecessfullj' be prepered a.nd tried out. itr. Pittman, t he 
president ot thie inst itution, is, of courae , 1n lull 15y11pathy 
With this proposal and Me en.lied upon us tor aid only be­
cause or the liaitationa of hi.s budget and the rigidity or hie 
schedules. It alight be posa1hle for experiments 1n ueir ater­
ials to be Ila.de through other connections than the one sug­
gested above if, for one reason or another, the suggeated ap­
po1ntaent hre not feas ible for a given candidate. 

It the idea attracts you at all,. let us 
e.orreepond further and possibly work t oward a personal inter­
view later. 

ZREsJW Very t-rul.y- yours, 

Mias Helen~ Hefl 
Teachers College , Coluabi.a University 
New York Cit;y bi 

ufif 
,/' 



lebrucry 25, 1957 

Dear Woofter: Thank you for your letter of February 8 
and for the many suggest1one you gaT& 

• 1n '1asbington. It ia alnys a delight to see you and 
I he.n never failed yet to get ideas from e-rery aeeting 
with you. 

You • s.y be interested in the brief 
outlines enclosed herewith of what we arc tryin€ to tet 
1n the way or a person for iEterials of instruct.ion; also 
or a SOtlleWha.t related project 1n t he building up of a sur­
:Dl. cour~e in rural life arts. Ye a.re getti:l& increasiiigly 
interee·tea in the second project which seezn to us a pos-. 
Bible "8¥ to unit& the various rural arts and vocational 
subjects into & cG.llmOn course o.nd set of experiences tr.at 
.should be bad by every potentul. rural teacher, pos.sibly 
also by a !e.ir D'Clll.ber of general college students. 

I have sent trial balloons to 
Mrs. Williaas in the matter or aateria.l:s of instruction 
and to Jobnson and .lake• 1n the aatt.er of aUrTey couraes. 

Dr. T. J. Woofter, Ji-. 
Worka Progress Adainistration 
Walk~r-,J6bnaon Bui: ding 
1754 New York ATenue , N. W. 

_Vaehin&ton, D. C. 

Very truly yours, 

EDWIN 
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1.farch 1 , 193'7 

Dear rirs. Ross: f,lr. Clark Foreman has sug,;eated that 
you micht be interested in talr...ing a part 

in our efforts to prepa.ro ~re intere~ting ~?t0 riels of in­
struction for Southern rural elament:-.ry echo..'>ls. The encl:osed 
mem.onntT!lm and p,umpnlet wi21 eb·e you €-'.)lJle idec. of thr. tbing 
•e have in iund and of the renert.l procr:un in rural educaLion 
wnich "We are c:irry-ing out. 'Ir. Forernan has thoucht t Mt you 
have back:ground and ebilltiec thtit mi~:ht qualify you excel­
lently for the preparat ion of fresh types of sc~oo1 aaterials. 

If you are interested, would you be good 
enough t.o let us ~o.-~ po;rnibl:r e ivinc us ,fotflilo of your ex­
perience and interests? Our first desire i s to have a person 
attached to tba faculty of South Georgi~ Teachers College• 
Ste.tesboro, Geor{;i.e, since it sea":!.6 to us that 1n connec tion 
rlth the r.eg,.ue.r work of a norT.al college the mater1sl s could 
most successfully be prepared P-nc tried out.. Mr. Pittaw.n, the 
president of this instituticn, 1~. or course, in full symp,i.tey 
with this proposal ,;..rv:'I h-ti.s ca1.le'1 upon us for .sid only because 
of the licltt>.tions of his budget fllld the rigi dity o.f his 
schedules. It, a1rht be posaible for experiments :i.n nev; umter­
ial.o to be made throurh other connections t r.an the one sug­
gested cbove if for one reason er 6.Doth,,,r toe surge,t:rted ap­
pointment were not feasible for a given c~..ndidat&. 

If the idea attracts you at all, let us 
correspond further and possibly y,ork toward a personal inter ­
view later. 

EP.E:Jl! 

..,. 
Mrs. Elizabeth ifea.zy Ross 
224 West Eleventh Street 
New York City 

Very t ruly yours> 

LIJVVI 



- fiarc.h 5, 1957 

Dear Miss Argrett: Dr. Cbarles Johnson lw.s sugge sted 
that you mit;ht be inter ested in 

tnki.~c a part in our efforts t o prepare ~ore interesting 
materials of instruction for .Southern rural elementary 
schools. Tbe enclosed memorandUll EiJld pamphlet wfiI give 
you SO£e idea of tne thing we have in mind and of t he gen­
eral program in rural education which we are cttrrying out. 
Dr. Johnson has thought that you have background and abil­
ities that mi&ht qualify you excellently for the prepara­
tion of fresh types of scnool 1BD.terialo. 

I f you are inter e s ted, nould you 
be good e11ougo to let us Kno•, posoibly giving us details 
of your experience and interests? Our first desi1·e is to 
uave a person a t tached to the faculty of Loui:::;iana Negro 
Noraal and lnctustr1£1.l. Institute et Grambling, since it 
seems to us that in connoction with the regul.e.r work of a 
normal college the l':laterials could most successfully be 
prepgred and tried out. Mr. Jones, t he presiaent of this 
institution, is, of course, in full ey:tpatey witb this 
proposal and has called upon us fore.id only because or 
t11e llmitations of his budget and the rigidity of his 
schedules. I t mie;ht. be possi bJ.e for e.xper iruents in new 
aaateria.ls to be made through other connections than the one 
suggested above if for one reason or a.notl.er the auggeated 
appointment ~ere not feasible for a given candidate. 

If tlle idea attracts you et all, 
let ua correspond further and p<>ssibly work toward a per­
sonal interview later. 

ERE;JW 
I 

Mies Virginia Uae Arg~tt 
c/o Dr. Charles Johnson 
Fisk University 
Nashville, Tennessee 

Ver,1 truly yours, 



ilarch 2i, 1937 

Dear :trs . Ross: Thank you for your very nice letter 
of tlarch 17. I am sorry t hat you 

do not think you are prepared to consider t he post • nich 
I wrote you about some d!!ys a.r,o. As you 3ey, Clark 
Fore!Jll!ln i s & JUm of boundl.ess enthusi&sas. 'fO.\en he be­
lieves in a person, he is convinced that t i:a.t person can 
do anything superlatively. Sometimes he does not even 
take into account the inclinations and desire& of t he 
person concerned. All of this, of course, is not a 
critioin of Cl.ark. He is one of the ~ost delightrul and 
atiraulating men I know. 

I am sorry that it does not see11 
possible to consider an association wi th you. I look for­
ward to the opportunity of meeting you some time when I 
am in New York. To do ao 1n association wi th Ui ss Pascal 
would be especial.ly' dellghtrul. 

~&. Elizabet h Healy Ross 
Cooperative School for St udent Teachers 
69 Bank Street 
New York City 

,. 

Very truly yours, 

,Fnw,N ff. FM"RPF, 



/,pr11 1 ~~9lS7j i, .. ~~ ~lQr. 'A!., 

~r v -S. .Y-.J ~ ,'l- '\ \~ \ \! 
Dear Miss Houx, Dr. lfe.rvin s. Pi t'blla't( has sucgested t hat 

y ou might be interested i n taldnf, a 1')6rt 
in our efforts to prepet.re more i nteresting Mteritu..§~ 
inatruct,l~J:.ar _sout:tiern r ural Jleo~.r..,ta...g, J:tiffiaff.~•1:n-
c osed roeaorandUII and pe.m.phlet will give y ou·~ i dea of the 
thing we have in mind and of the general program in 1-ur6.l 

education which ll'e are carrying out. Dr. Pittll8.n has t hought 
the.t you h~ve background e.nd abilit i es that l!light 11uell.f'.y you 
excellent~ for the preparation of fresh types of school 
asateriala. 

I f you nre interested, t:;oul.d you be good 
enough to let us know, possibly e1ving us detsil s of your 
experience and interestst Our f i rst desire 1s t o h£,,vo n 
person attached to the faculty of South Georeia Te1tcher s 
College, since it seems to u.a thv:t in conneetion with tl".e 
regular work of a norm.al. college the lli8ter1als could most 
successt~ be prepared and tried out. It tlight be possible 
for experi ments i n new materials to be $a.de throU{h otbor 
connect i ons if for a.r,.y reason the 5U[gested appo!.ntmeot were 
not feasible for a elven candi dAte. 

I f the i den attracts you at all, let us 
correspond further and poeeibl;r work toward o. personeJ. inter­
view later. 

!'Bl!:1R:W ~ 

Miss Kat~ Ro✓~ 
Eastern Oregon Normal School 
La Crnnde, Oregon 



• 
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June 17, 1957 

Dear Miss HouxJ Since Mr . Embree wrote you 
Dr. Pittman ha.s notified us 

that he was corresponding with you rel ative to 
your working with him at Statesb,ro next year. 

This is t he seoe int erest 
Mr. E1llbree had at the ti,:ie he nrot o you nnd eince 
you and Dr. Pittman ara now in direct touch with 
each other the purpose of Mr. E;abreet s letter 1s 
large1y served. He asks me to thank you for J0our 
full repl y to his letter, to return the pictures 
you wer e kind enou~h to send hi~, and t o express 
his hope that neeoti<!lt,1 -ins between you and 
Dr. Pittl!laJl m~ t erminate sr.tisfactorily to both 
oI' you. 

JCD:MLO 

Miss Kate Houx 
Eastern Oregon Normal School 
Le Grande, Oregon 

Very trt.llJ yours, 

r AXON 
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r. I 

The attacned , together with ·a let ter inviting them 
to give details of their interests and experience, 
went to : 

:A:iss Helen Hay Heyl, Teachers College, New York City 
;11rs. Edi th V,e bb Y:illiams , Cornell University 

MARI 
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