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NRS
SIMON STUDY

Barch 5, 1956

Dear Ruth: Your letter and suggestion about attend-

ing the Progressive Education Assoclation
meeting reached here in plenty of time but, as Miss Waxman
told you, there was no one here to authorize such a trip.
fie returned yesterday but of course that was much too
late. I don't believe it was the kind of thing, anyway,
thet would have been of particular value to you. The
best thing on the program was the speech that Mr. Sanches
made and if you want a copy of that we can send it to
you. I am awfully sorry but I don't think you missed
much.

Sincerely,
:,|_»__',;_' e ..; 5-:.1{)!‘

MBS:JW

f {
iiss Ruth Lockman
Rutledge, Georgia |
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1
e ¥
Higrg—rub-heetman
Lake Toxaway, N. C.
Dear Miss Lockman: ; AJ?G»A qxf”ﬁ“—
A f;_,,
Schools of Madison and Morgan ,Iﬁibﬂﬁb J\/
County are to open August 31. It i3 necessany ) 0l A
to open on this date in order to get in four 44%¢?uh4; A v
months before Christmas. We can arrange time 9 1 eaniildeibhd
of opening for Falr Play to sult the convenience-hﬂﬂjﬂ,/?muzﬁz
of our project and the community. I was in the qbﬁ.hﬁ % f"_
Fair Play community this week. Jtalked to Wr. / o : A
Gaskins about time of opening snd he said it gl bﬁbw&ﬂ
would suit them to open later as they were just gl '
on the beginninpg of their building program. 1 ,¢/$é,
am leaving the opening date for Fair Play with At : S
vou teachers and the trustees. NJ M W
I know vou are capable of making [K__
a summer school helpful to yourself and then even
more helpful to your school and communlity. How I
wish we had more as capablel I know you enjoyed
your work there.
I am trying to re-arrange our
<, transportation in the Rutledge area. I think I
4@ have it sbout completed in such way as to serve

'c’ the people as well as in the past and at the same
if{%) time save the county about $50.00 pepr month. _—
Our Negpo summer school/is gohdg
fine. We have two weeks after this befq#ﬁiclosing.
Have a good pest then dome show )

the W.P.A. people how to getsthat bulddingdones ,;Z

sintdrely, LAGOlewdi /&
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May 22, 19%6
Dear Ruths: We are all set for next year at any rate.

And that means, of course, thot we are
prepared to help you with your summer work. I wonder if
you could let us know pretty prompily how much you sare
going to need at Charleston, how much you ean provide, and
how much would be megessary from us?

Jim snd I can't get dowm until the fif-
teenth of June and you will probsbly be gone, tut we'll
gsee you some time,

Very truly yours,

s LI “‘;\RGJ..:;ET So Sm

Miss Ruth Lockmesn
RFD #2
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E T Bt Julius Rosenwald Fund

President 490! Ellis Avenue
Margaret 5.Simon
Secibary CHICAGO
D.A.Elvidge
Comptroller

July 28, 1935

Dear Ruth: Herewith my somewhat belated answer to your plea as
to what you might expect in the way of salary next
year. Of course the county will pay you the regular salary paid to
the reguler teachers, and you must this year tske it and count it
as a regular part of your salary. Now as to our part: we propose
to pay you whatever sum is necessary to bring gour salary plus
the county salary up to a total of §160 a month. In other words,
we guarantee you a salary of $160 a month for a nine-month period.

On this nine-month basis your summers are a very
dry and arid spot. The only thing we are in a position at the
moment to suggest is that it may be during the summer there will
be things that we want you to do in the general line of your work.
I meean, for example, there may be courses which we want you to
take or there may even be the possibility that there will be op-
portunity for you to conduct classes in summer schools. Any work
of this kind would, of course, entitle you to a salary. Things
are moving along so rapidly that as far as I can see it is going
to take all of us at least thirteen months out of every year, btut
of course we can't really say definitely how much or when we will
need you in such gummer work.

I wonder if you could let me know what your expec-
tation of the county salary is? It will be a little easier for
us if we can get on our records as soon as possible the amount we
will be paying you next year.

Sometime I hope one of us will be able to write a
letter that isn't entirely business. At any rate, I hope every-
thing goes well with you. Your letters certainly sound chippert

Very truly yours,

MS:IJ

Miss Ruth Lockman

¢/o Dr. Comer Woodward
Emory University
Atlanta, Georgia
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SIMON STUD

June 1, 1936

Dear Ruths I don't myvelf see why anybody ever would pay

you a salaryf You work just as hard without
money as with it, and it seems to me this is a swell chance
to save on the budgste.

Seriously speaking, I think probably much the
most satisfactory way of arranging for the school this summer
is Just to tontimue your salary straight through to the end
of the summer school. I think this is entirely justified
becsuse all your time since the close of Fair Play has beem
in work comnected with your work there.

This arrangement will have to have Mr. Embree's
official approval, but I am perfectly sure that he will
agree.

Qur plans have changed agazint We will be in
Atlanta on the eighth of June and will undoubtedly get out
to Pair Play some time that week. Will you let Ralph know?

Very truly yours,

MARGARET S. SIMON

ll.‘.’-zlf

Miss Ruth Lockmsn
ReFaDs #2 _
Rutledge, Georgia
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Jane Cassels
Chairman

Virginia McGregor

Vice-Chairman

Mrs. James Forsyth
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YOUNG WOMEN'S CHRIS IAN ASSOCIATIONS /J#I

600 Lexington Avenue, New York, N. Y.

; : . Cable Address: Telephone:
Choirman, Resident Committee Eaicardis. Naw York Ploza 3.4700
Helen Morton
Eiscitive Saciebary ATLANTA OFFICE - 37 AUBURN AVENUE N.E.
May 26, 1936

Miss Ruth Lockman
Fair Plesy School
Rutledge, Ga.

Dqgr Miss Lockmans:

There Las been growing in %he South for seversl years a sense of need
for a selected conference for the smaller leadership group in the
Christian Associations. Such a conference would be directed toward
those who have responded so intelligently and sincerely to the usuel
movement experiences as to merit the privilege of facing further end
more advanced issues in whish more esuipment and responsibility are
involved. To meet this need the Southern Regional Council of the
Ye™"aCsAe; The Kings Mountein Counsil of the Y.M.C.A. and a group of
individauals who belongz %o the studont movement are planning this June
to expand their confersnrs pregram te inelude o small interracisl
summer conference. This conference will be held June 8-12 (somewhere
in North Carolina, we now think). It will bezin on Mondsy evening,
June 8 and close with breskfast on Friday, June 12, The regular Blue
Ridge Conference (for white men and women) will be held June 11-20
and the regular Kings Mountain Conference (for Negro men and women)
will be held June 12-18.

The Planning Committee has asked that only such people be registered
for the June Interracial Conference as can meet all of the following
criteria:

l. 1Interest in the kind of program and experience that the
conference is to offer. (See attached sheet).

2« Willingness to do necessary study preparatory to the
conference. (A study outline will be sent in April %o
those definitely planning to attend thes conference)

3« Previous conference experisence such as attendance at
Blue Ridge or Kings Mountain, Student Volunteer Movement
or other conferences.

4, Previous interracial experience in conferences or
committees or councils or other meetings.

5. The intention of working with and through a campus or
community orgsnization which is definitely socisl and
religiouss

6« The willingness and ability to remain throughout the »
conference,

Affiliated with the World's Student Christian Federation



Only a total of about 65 persons (students, alumnae, faculty) can
participate in this conference besause of limited accommodations

and tesausc of the kind of conference we desire it to be, While

there have been numerous interracial gathcrings of men and women
students in the South since 1922, each conforence planned as this

one is, to be free of discrimination between races, raises anew,
doubts and fears in some groups and porsons. All who attend,
therefora, must come in a spirit of courage and conviction which will
help them meet unfavorable reactions from college and community groups
in an intelligent and constructive way.

The tokal oconfersnce cost will be $10.50 (#5.00 rogistration fee
and $5450 room and board for full timc). All students attending
the Bluc Ridge or Kings Mountain confcorences will be exempt from
registration fee at the Interracial Confursnce.

By the 15th of April we expect to have received word from all
those who definitely plan to attends A final mailing list will
then be made up and study material be scnt out.

This invitation ocomes to you assuring vou that there will be no
genoral or irrcsponsible publicity regarding the conference. If you
arc interested in such a student Christian conforenre as tho
attached sheat outlines, ploase write to Mr. Herbert King, 347
Madison Avonue, New York City; Miss Celestine Smith or Miss Mary
Janc Willett, 37 Auburn Avenue, N. E,, Atlanta, Goorgia,

0 sl

g Cassels

Sinecercly yours,

3« Murray BF%PQE

CThairman, Kings Mountain
Council, Y.M.C.As

Herbert King
National Student Sec'y, Y.M.C.A.

irman, Southern Regional
Couneil, Y..C.A.

B ) Coni
717 Gl £

( Sty - fece. (/e llely -
Mary Jane Willett

National Student Sec'y, Ya\.C.A.

Celestine Smith
National Student See'y, Y.W.C.A.



Purpose

Program
and

E?EEE%shiE

Regarding the Purposc and Program for the Student Christian
Movemont, June Intcrracial Conferonce.

The accompanying invitation to you to b2 a member of the June
Interracial Co:i:farsnce lecads you, we fael surc, to want
information about thoe purposc and program of the confirence.

The program herc outlined was preparcd by the Plamming Comnittece
and is submitted to those only who arc being invited to attznd,
It is hoped that it will stimulats thorough-going thought in
precparation for a significant corferonces We beliove that

these plans will provide the basis for democratic suggestion
and discussion during thc days of the confercnce itselfs

The purpose of the conference is "bo relate more advanced people
to continuing community intcrecstg, problems, organizations, etc.
It is to give help to thosc who went to know how to work agither
as frcalances or with organizations." Tho confercnce is
primarily a technique conf raice, planned to give dircction

and dynamic to thosc matur.d stud-nts, faculty and alummac who
ars desirous »f working as fruclaiices or with organized com-
munity groups in th: whols ar a of sosial changz, cither while
ii college or afbor graduation.

Wz hav: had the good fortunc to sccurs some of the most able
leadership available in our couwntry for this conforence. Dr.
Reinhold Nicbuhr, Profossor of Ethies at Unior Thecological
Scemirary, who has given carcful thought to th: rclation of
cthical problems to meligious certainty, will work with us in
this confercice. Othe?d outstanding lcaders ar»:

Dr. Charles Houston, until reecntly, of the Law
Department of Howard University and now of the
National Assoeiation for the Advancement of Colorad
People.

Miss Frances Perry, for many years Y.WW.CsAs Socrctary
in the Rocky Mountain Region; now of Passaic, N. J.

Mr. Howard Kcster of the Committee o1 Economic and Racial
Justiec, Nashville, Tcnn,.

Mr,., Frank Wilson, now Dean of Men at Lincoln University,
Permnsylwvania,

Miss Winnifrod Wygal, National Y."7.C.A. Scer*tary for
Rcligious Intcrpretation



Not only will thure be otheér leaders in addition to these
listcd, but cach porson who comes to thc conferonce will in
himsclf offer the rcsources of a lcader as well as that of a
participant,

The program will be centered in the challenge of the Christian
roligion to ths individual who would live e¢ffectively in this
days The basic factor of cconomics, with its political and
racial ramifications will be fully and realistically con=-
gsideredes The institution of the church, the school and
college, the press, the placc of civil libertics, legislation,
mcthods of changing attitudcs, ocnd the mcaring of rcligion
itsclf, will bc cloments in a discussion whoso focus is

"What challonges an individual to 2ffective attitudes and
activity in a timc of chaos and nocd in his community?" It
ras becn usked that the leaders will make their prescntations
in torms of tcchrigues, mctnods, agencics, which are available
in thc community. The leaders have been asked to show in one
way and another the source of their interest and commitment
to a life of rcligious and community service., It is

hopcd that we shall be able to sce as we talk to the leaders
and listen to them, what values deewr thom into their
rcspeotive ficlds of cndeavor and by what mcothods thoy seck
to bo effcetive,,
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@v September 1, 1936

Dear Miss Lockman: Answer to your letter of hugust 17
has been delayed until we could
talk over carefully among ourselves the question which you
raige, We all agree that work in a rural community should
be as well paid as work in & college. In fact, one of the
principles which we are hoping to establish is that of ade-
quate pay for rural teachers. Of courses we zlso have to
watch our own budget and we must not allow any single salary
to get too far out of scale.

After thinking snd talking about the
matter a good deal, we are quite ready to make an increasse
which will approximately match the offer made by President
Wells. Specifically, we stand ready to pay 2160 from the
Fund in addition to the $40 which you receive from the commun-
ity, each of these payments being made monthly for & school .
term of nine months. This is an incresse of forty dollars a
month over the payment last year and I imagine almost exactly
squals the salary offered hy President Wells. Of course, with
us as with him, the three months of the summer are at your
disposal either for further study or for summer work.

We make this rearrangement with hearty
good will since we appreciate both the work that you heve done
and the spirit of cooperation which has charscterized all of
your relationships with us. We are arranging for the new rats
to start as of September 1, 1836.

I imsgine you are by this time at
Fairplay. Our best regards to everyone thers. Some of us from
the of"ice will I hope be visiting you and the community in the
fairly near futurs.

ERE:JW ‘ |  Very truly yours,

¥iss Ruth Lockman i\
Fairplay School, Route 2 ‘ 7 _[g.

Rutledge, Georgia il

F

EDWIN R. Emrree |



b Ao MarsisU (s

N e
A —
L BiL ETATLANTA = A TELEPHOME HEMLGCK 5200

SIMON STUDY
MAttanta Bibtmorve

"The South's Supreme Hotel"
ATLANTA, GA.

WEST PEACHTREE,FIFTH, SIXTH AND CYPRESS "STRE

Maccj'wa; | A
and, W

/WLp/f

f



\ N 6 »a_-n--wa

Mitéanta Bibmore

'The South's Supreme Hotel"
ATLANTA, GA.




MWS | o







t3 LT

HENRY GRADY HOPTHL

. 550 ROOM S"-SBO BA’[‘HS

= [ y————pa

‘?!|"
din

SMALATNIA

ot

/"Lfb%vb 5
PUNI B wau/ /WM%/ g /M U3
m/ /) //Wm/ /W% X A%

Sy lonteh i A

./‘r.
b/
Fce £ Every- -Po 74,






S

5

aSpe






7

HENRY GRADY HPTHL

. 550 ROOM S“~550BATHS e
= =k

AU LA .A\ A






T — - - i —

___N RS e

2 vt TIYY
HARRYLOCK MIIATARY ACADEMY /101 = FuUDs
SCHOOL FOR SMALL BOYS

CcoL ;‘x: S0 /
(
(7 ;

T, I 5 T, i







(D
(Y
1
L
7 7 .

/

,WI/ 4 j ,
W b, 19 3¢







HARRYLOCK MILI’I‘ARY ACADEMY




w
iy
i‘l
"‘-I

Jenusyy 22, 1937

Dear Miss Lockmant In comnectlion with the

Income Tax guestion raised
in your recent letter, it would be impossible for
the Fund to report anything less than your full
monthly salary to the Collector of Intermsl Hevonue,
the amount being sent in to him for you is $1,476.92.
If you have had businesa travel expenses which you
have paid from this fund they are deductible items
on your return, but you will have toc be able to
substantiate your claim with the government if it
should be questioned. Of course you know that your

living expenses in Fair Play are not deductible
items.

Very truly yours,

DE: i3 Dorotey A. F1VIDGE

¥iss Ruth Lockmar
Pl ey El ementary s°h°°l’
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Karch 10, 1937

Dear Miss Lockman: A letter I have just received from
¥r., Gasking made us feel that it was
advisable to mrite to both of you regarding our plans for
next year. As I wrote Mr. Gaskins, we have been particularly
happy over the whole Fairplay project. It was set up in
the beginning with a specific idez in mind, It and other
projects of the same nature were in reality the springboard
from which we now have the feeling we were sble to get inte
the larger program vhich the Fund hopes to utilisze in its
cooperation with local suthorities. This of course, us you
can readily see, is the normsl school. Fairplay is not so
located as to be particularly accessible to those normal
schools with which we may work. For this resson we fesl
it advisable to discontimue our cooperation in the two
schools at Fairplay at the end of the period for which we
are now obligated, and if we continue in such projects at
all in the future, to have them much more closely related
to those normal schools where we may be working.

I am writing this because you will
of course want to begin to look around for such connections
a8 you may choose for next year. I have written to Nr.
Guskins and Hiss Cheney, and copiles of the letters have been
sent to Mr. Owen.

All of us in the Fund apprecizte
the very fine cooperation you, lir. Geskins, and the commun-
ity have given. If any of us can be of any assistance in
your efforts to make satisfactory arrangements for work next
yesr, please do not hesitate to caell on us.

Very truly yours,

JCDs ek
_ 'TI!: CoDroN e |
Miss Ruth Lockman r L\ '
Fairplyy Commmnity School 9 o //\
Rutledge, Georgils “““R ? E{??! |
| (14 )
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March 21, 1937

Dear Mr. Dixon: "",.‘ ‘f Ad Pﬁﬂﬂ ‘G? - 4 & HL““

Thank you for your letter of the 10th. The position taken
re Fair Play was inevitable, I believe, and as much as I regret to leave
this bunch of children and my community hobbies (clubs) I still feel that
there is no other way out, except the one you have chosen.

The day before your letter came the attached one from J. P.
Conner arrived. I filled his application the same day and returned it.
In 2 douple of days I received a long distance call from him asking me to
come to lontgomery for a conference. So yesterday I went to see lr. Conner
and Miss Katharine Deitz, whom I believe you know. They have asked me to

accept the work on the Ashwood Plantation Project in South Carolina begin-

e i iR = 3 e

ning April 15. I asked for an extension.untll June 1, when my work expires
here. They suggested as a compromise May 1, as they are eager to get started
there. I have discussed the matter with Mr. Owen, and he will be glad to
help me secure a teacher for that remaining month of school. It would seem
too bad to bring & new person in the middle of the month. Now, what do you
think I should do? The job, about which Miss Dietz says you know, is a
chellenge; it is in my state of South Carolina, and does tempt me consider-
ably. I am going next Saturday to have a conference with the Prcject lana-

ger. OStrange as it may seem, this proposed job has many similarities to

_our Fair Play job. One striking difference which interests me, from the

sociological point of view, is that these families are 211 new families,

as contrasted with Fair Play, and these generation old lines are not drawn

there. That should be a decided advantage. ‘ 7 _' = = IJ
I had contemplated getting back intj the—fbllege field, Lut onqe

this rural bug bites, itk hard to get away wﬂen the chfé?% comes to continue

in it. Promotion elways has a fascination for' me, and &here will be much
1 | —l = = 1 =,

= 2w : = — =2 & S
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of this in the community activity program for Ashwood. Sometimes I promote
too much.

If T go on this job I should like very much to have a chance
to talk with you about some of the problems, soon after I begin. Iiiss
Dietz plans to go with me at first, and Mr. Conner is introducing me by
phone to Colonel Manning, the Project Manager, before my arrivel there for
conference next Saturday morning on the Ashwood Plantation.

It has been a joy to know you in this work, and I anticipate
with a great deal of pleasure the possibility of sharing your wisdom in oc-
casional conference, because Miss Dietz tells me that they regard you very
highly on matters pertaining to these projects.

I appreciate very much your suggestion that you will be glad
to assist me in locating, or making satisfactory arrangements for work next
year; and T have taken advantage of this suggestion and am giving your name
as a reference for this position with the Resettlement Administration. If
you feel that there are other types of work in this broad field of rural
life, for one with a home economics and sociology background, I should be
grateful to know of them. However this one I have been discussing with y&u
sounds extremely interesting to me, and among the many othsr adventuresore
features it pays a good salery. This I must always consider, as I am still
paying college debts, and helping two sisters in college.

Mr. and irs. Owen are having dinner with us Tuesday night,
when we shall decide upon the time and method of breaking to the community
the final news of the Fund's departure from Fair Play. Of course, they
are about ready for it, as we have been weaning and preparing for such all
the year. We want to work together too on the preparation of a writeup of
the project here. I spent Thursday afterhooj wiﬁhjmr; éwﬁﬁ, and—wé'dgkidéd a

on this procedure. He is not sure whether h _gho%ld al
==} d
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rfg:?s the WPA to begin |.
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the project on the school building (since they are ammouncing to us again

that they are ready to begin immediately) in view of the fact that consolida-

tion may come soon, because of the smzll enrollment.
Do you plan to come here again before we leave? Will you

attend the Southern Sociological Society meeting in Birmingham April 23?

or the G. ®. A, in Savammah?
Yours very truly,

RUTH LOCKMAN
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NRS

SIMON STUDY

Marcn 22, 1937

3

Lottt

Dear Miss Lockman: This letter is just to re~

fresh your memory. You will
remember that the salary arrangements msde with vou
last fall were that you would receive $160 a month
for a nine-month period. You begsn work under this
agreement on September lst; thorefore your final
check will be due at the end of Msy.

Very truly yours,
DoroTHY A. ELVIDGE

DE: AM
Hiazs Ruth Lockmen

Feir Pley Elementary School
Rutledge, Georgia
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March 25, 1987

Dear Miss Lockman: In order to rush this reply to
you I am going to make the let
ter brief and write you in more detail later on.

The opportunity to work in the
Ashwood Plantation Project in South Carolina seems to

me to be ome you can not overlook.

0f course we would

like to have you stay on until June 1, but if you have
to leave before that time in order to get the job by
all means do so, and this is your authority from us
for making whatever arrangements you have to make in

order to secure the connection.

The type of teacher Mr. Owen
would be a.bls to pick up in the county would not be
one to whom we would want to pay the salary we are
paying you, but you and Mr. Owen can select some one
and rest assured that we will be reasonable in taking
care of whatever part of the financing of the teacher's

salary we should assume.

JCD:MLU

Hiss Ruth Lockman
Route 2

Butledge, Georgia

Very truly yours,
3. C. Dixon
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Julius Rosenmwald Fund
4901 Ellis Aves
Chicago, Ill,

Gentlemen:

( Miss Ruth Genewm Lockman Jof Rutledge, Georgia
= applied for a. posit on with the Resettle-
. ment A istration,

In her application she states that she has been
in your employ from 1934 to the present time in
the capacity of commmity worker at a salary of
3200 per month.

Will you kindly verify this statement and furn=-
ish us any informetion you mey have in regard to
her ability to organize and supervise, spirit

of co-operation, character, and any other fac=-
tors thet you think we should have in determine-
ing her fitness for a position.

We assure you thet your reply will be treated
strictly confidential,

For your convenience in replying, we enclose a
self addressed envelope which requires no post-
EECe
Sincerely yours,
¥y Y/
P, J% CONNER

Regional Persomnel Adviser
Region W' —— ‘ S A — A
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April 20, 1937

Dear Ruths I should have written both you and Ralph

long ago., We are all so terribly sorry that
developments have made it necessary to stop &t Fairplay.
Our whole experience both with you and with our very good
friends in the community has been one of the most Interest-
ing and profitable that any of us have ever had. We only
hope that this shutting down of this specific problem doesntt
mean that we won't see any more of you. I'm sure it won't
because your new job looks as if it would be right down the
line that all of us have been working om and it stands to
reason that all of us will contimue to see you.

In any case you know how much we have enjoyed
both our personal and business association with you and none
of us must let at least the personal end of it drop just
because our immediste business comnection is being broken,

Affectionately,

Ciaparmnd

MARGARET S
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April 27, 1937

Dear ¥r. Conner: Miss Ruth Lockman of Rutledge,
Ceorgia, has been comnscted with
the Julius Rosenwald Fund since 1934, both in the
capacity of a community worker in a rural area and
as a teacher in a rural school which has had both a
demonstration and an experimental slant.

In the school year 19%4-35 Miss
Lockman and a young man worked in the Fair Play com-
munity of Morgan County as general community workers.
They wers employed to make a gemeral soclal-sconomic
study of the community and to atiempt to relate the
conditions they found to the community school. Be-
ginning with the school year 1935-36 Hiss Lockman be-
cane a teacher in the rural schoel. During this time
we have paid her $160 a month, plus & slightly smaller
amount for summer work, and in addition to this she
was paid the regular salary of the teacher usually
employed by the county. In all, then, as Miss Lockman
says, her salary was 7200 a month.

Miss Lockman did an excellent job
of organiszing the activities of the community around
the school. She had no trouble whatsoever working
with the peopls in the community or with those of us
working out of this office. We have never had any
reason to guestion her character, her ability to work

or her willingness to cooperate.

If we were contimuing the type of
project in which Miss Lockman is now working we would




retair her services if we could. The project, however,
was set up for a very specific purpose, and now that we
feel it has been reasonably achieved it is being closed
out so far as the Fund is concerned.

I do not know what kind of work you
are expecting Wiss Lockman to do, but the very fact that
she ie willing to undertake it mekes me feel that she is
reasonably sure of being able to do a good job, and I
have enough confidence in her knowledge of her ability
and in her integrity to be willing to back her in any-
thing that she may undertake.

Very truly yours,

ERRNTE J. C. Dixon

¥Mr. P. J. Conner

Regionel Personnsl Adviser

United States Department of Agriculture
805 Hontgomery Street

Hontgomery, Alabana.

RE-1-HAN



Mrs. James F. Simon

Julius Nosen wa ld
4901 Ellis Avenue
chicago, Illinois

Dear llargot:

newest book /2 \-

to Tenancy too.
too heevy, please

rural work.

RESETTLEM ENT ADMINISTRAT

P. 0. Box 433 \
Sumter, S. C. )

Mey 27, 1937 Sk q\
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’/&s it too late for me to ask for Vance's Tuman Geography
of the South, Reper's Preface to Peasantry and Qdum's

—20 7o

I want themn badly, but didn't get to

asking you for them before T left the Fund officially. f’ / ﬁ#
T want Woofter's Plantation Life (?) and Meddox Tenumancy

Now if this request is out of order or ¢ N
let me know, fhen if you cen set them U}

ffof

for me st special reduction prices let me know how much

they will be s I will need ther in this new field of

o B

Thenks to you, T am moving more slowly in organizetion and
activities. The !fontzomery office does not want us to

move too hastily.

It would please you to know how the %%xensoﬂ—%ﬁe €1ub

#rours got together the two weeks I

wes away, to make

a big show. lLetters kent coming telling what they would

have to show; they had planted flowers, set out trees
(one for each of the faskins and one

ginting of the ,teacherage wes nearly

at the teacherage
for me) and the p

finished, This was when I went

for a final checkup.

You will bes pleased to know that Gaskins will do the
Demonstration job at the Jollege of Charleston this
gm I could not accept. I am snxious for you
55&@' nrice is doing thers for South Carolins's
rural distrlcts s he has been working at it for several
dentially, 1384 you to come to

years. And, inei
charleston -a-n-da be
I do want you to

cone

sure 50 run over to Ashwood. No kidding
see us as soon as you can
end also seec the two Negro projects in tTig stgte.__

_[U
|f |I
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Wwill you stay at carrolton for this summer too?
Jim T hope he has a good time with ¥he Ford. I
owm one of the "60" motors., It uses less gas; havn't
gotten under 20 yet, with 2500 -- in two weeks.
the Fund cer had been for sale I was planning to buy

it and trede it on the "60".

s

%2

Margot, it is loads of fun working with you and that
gang of yours. Here Js honing you won't check me off
of your list since you are no longer responsible for

my production.

l.ove and best wishes and a hello for J

Devotedly,

o

itle
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It would probably be a bad precedent
to buy and give Miss Lockman the books
she mentions. We might order them
through Kroch's and get a discount for
her.

JCD
6/1/37
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June 9, 1937

Dear Ruth: I am afrsid we can't give you the bookse
which you need. /s I am sure you can see,
we would immediately put ourselves in the position of
having to buy books for anyone who hsd at almost any
time been on the Pund's staff. UHowever, we can get a
20% discount on the booke by Odum, Vance, and Raper, end
we will be glad to order them for you if you will let us
know that you want them. Of course we can't get a dis-
count on the government publications (Woofter's study of
plantations systems, which is published by the Resettlement
Administration, and Meddox's study of tenancy, by the WPA),
8o that you might as well order those two directly.

The new job sounds terribly exeiting, and
we are all so pleased at the way things wound up at
Fairplay. We are counting on having a look in at you in
your new post, but as ususl we don't know when it will be.

Affectionately,
T P araareT S, SIMON
Mise Ruth Lockman i
P. O. Box 455

Sumter, South Carolina
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TUis 1c the course T went jatr for a
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The John C, Campbell Folk School, Brasstown, :
North Carolina, will hold its eighth annual recreational -*
course for teachers and community leaders, June 1 - 10, '%‘i‘
1987. The opening session will be the night of June 1;
the last session the night of June 10. Particular emphasis
will be placed on the folk games which have proved a
simple and well-liked form of group recreation. Discussion
of rural problems will be given a prominent place, and time
set aside for becoming familiar with folk song.

No tuition is charged; Dboard and room will be §12.50,.
As only a limited number can be accommodated, applicants
will please send a deposit of $1.00., This amount will
be deducted from cost of board.

Simple dresses with full skirts for women are advised.
Rubber-soled shoes are essentlal for every one. There is

a small swimming hole so bring a bathing sult,

¥ 3



Farmer, Cooperator, Carpenter, Craftsman

INE years ago the founders of the John C. Campbell

Folk School selected a highland corner of North Caro-
lina, where 97 percent of the population was land-owning,
to establish the sort of school the people wanted, “a school
which would build up the country and not make just
preachers and teachers.” Just recently two cooperatives
started by the school, the Mountain Valley Creamery and
the Farmers’ Association of Brasstown, N. C., were granted
the first loan to be made by the Tennessee Valley Asso-
ciated Cooperatives, a subsidiary of the TVA, so that they
might extend their activities. The Creamery is already
serving five hundred shippers over a hundred square miles.
The Farmers’ Association is doing a flourishing business in
feed, eggs, rye, peas and dried apples. All this has been
brought about in five years. Now the two organizations are
planning a refrigeration plant, a poultry fattening and dress-
ing plant, and a community cannery. These cooperatives
and the Savings and Loan Association are school-work of
the kind the community knew it needed.

THE PEOPLE OF ;
AN AMERICAN
FOLK SCHOOL

PHOTOGRAPHS BY
DORIS ULMANN

In men’s and women'’s clubs, in craft work, mainly carving
and weaving, in the singing of local folk songs and dramati-
zation of ballads, in an exchange of hospitality and ex-
perience with the people of neighboring counties, the
community is also finding life enriched by the stimulation
of the Folk School. Center of these many activities is the
demonstration farm and small school for adults modelled
after the Danish folk school. A group of young people come
for a four months® winter term, the majority earning their
way by work on the farm, in the house and shop. Literature,
history, geography, home economics, forestry and agricul-
ture are studied in informal classes where there are neither
examinations nor credits. Teachers, students and community
work together in a common purpose: to make a satisfying
life, socially and economically, in the mountains,

Doris Ulmann, who has long been interested in the people
of the Southern Highlands, made hundreds of photographs
of the Brasstown community and the school, last summer, a
few of which are reproduced ¢n this page and those following.

Reprinted from Survey Graphic, May 1934



The Older Generation

A pioneer who learned to spin as a child



The Newest Generation

A Folk School "grandchild’ and his mother



A Folk School Student

Carver, woodworker, singer of folk songs



“Before the question ‘What is to
become of the South?’ can be
read ‘What is the South to be-
come?" many steps remain to be
taken.

10. On the part of the South:
(@) more realistic facing of
facts, (b) greater unity of ef-
fort and (c) an intelligent
willingness to pay the price of
progress.,

11. On the part of the nation:
(a) recognition of the logical,
inevitable, evolutionary na-
ture of the South’s culture,
(b) of the size of the prob-
lem and time required to cope
with it.”

“The South’s Place in the Nation”
Public Affairs Committee
Washington, D. C.

“The agricultural classes wouldn’t
mean so much if we didn't have the
farm here to work on and study.

JOHN € CAMPBELL FOLK SCHOOL

Brasstown, NorTH CAROLINA

MRs. JOHN C. CAMPBELL, DIRECTOR
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EEMS like there is no hope in

farming,” said one of the boys,
the other day, when we were discus-
sing in class the problems of worn-
out land in the mountains, the gen-
eral lack of scientific agricultural
practices, lack of capital and of en-
lightened planning for the future.

“If a man clears $75 a year on his
crop,” said another, “he is doing
well.”

Such discouraging comments do not
necessarily prove, any more than do
figures on average annual income,
that .lgnculture in the Southern
Highlands is a hopeless problem. We
ourselves do not so believe or we
would not have placed here, in this
Hiawassee Basin, a school to help in
the building of a better rural life.
We must, however, understand exist-
ing conditions if we are going to try
to improve them. We must have rea-
son for hope.

And so in the brief time our young
people are here, we try to face to-
gether honestly the values and the
weaknesses of the life of our section
as we know it. We learn to appreci-
ate what is worth while in the tradi-
tions and practices of our forefathers:
the native independence, the humor,
the hospitality, many of the folk
ways. We learn to sing and love folk
songs, especially local variants of old

English versions which had their

origin, hundreds of years ago, with
our ancestors across the water. In the
original plays the students write
every year, we picture as realistically
as we can the disappearing life of
our fathers; we use the pithy lan-
guage, still retaining something of
its Elizabethan flavor. Here is a rich
soil from which may flower a new
culture of rare beauty and interest,
but changes in point of view and prac-
tice must come if those who now
dwell on the soil are to enjoy their
full heritage.

As far as possible, in our winter
term, new points of view and practice
are linked together. Agricultural
problems and methods, discussed in
class, become real through actual
sharing in the labor of the farm.
Household economy gains significance
through household work. Simple
beauty in houses and grounds is made
more clear by a study of design, of
house decorating and planning, and
of ornamental planting. Handwork
—carving, weaving, sewing, wood-
working, iron work, are taught in the
spirit of the craftsman, seen in their
place in the home, and also recogniz-
ed as valuable assets for personal re-
creation.

To a few we can offer in summer
work or a second year of practical
responsibility, an opportunity  for
greater knowledge and skill in the



PHOTOGRAPH BY
DORIS ULMANN

A bit of our cultural inherit-
ance: linsev-woolsey, cover-
lets, counterpanes and blan-

kets.
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field of their special interest. We can-
not, in a few short months, however,
make trained farmers, dietitians, or
craftsmen, nor is this the purpose of
the School, even when students re-
main a second year. Our task is to
open new horizons; to stimulate crea-
tive and coopentive activity; to start
the growing that will never stop. As
songs float up to me from kitchen,
laundry, barn and field, I feel that,
in some degree at least, we are achiev-
ing the spirit of our motto, “I sing
behind the plough”.

The winter-course for young peo-
ple, and the time spent by them 1n
work on the place are not the only
ways in which we are trying to help
the building of a rural avilization.
Following the State recommendation
for this section, we have worked to

Coming Craft Workers

advance dairying. No one who has
visited Brasstown, this winter, will
forget the beauty of the School fields
green with rye, oats, wheat, barley,
vetch, alfalfa, rape, and clover. Dur-
ing the past unusually mild season,
our cows have had gond grazing for
weeks at a time,—a great saving in
feed expense. Although the produc-
tion of corn is not of primary interest
to us, we have built up our soil, so
that our crop production has risen in
ten years from around 15 bushels an
acre to an average of over 75 bushels
an acre. One outstanding acre of oats
vielded 1615 bushels.

Our faith in the agricultural pos-
sibilities has led us to encourage the
formation and growth of farmer co-
operatives. The Mountain Valley Co-
operative with headquarters at Brass-
town, operates a creamery, deals in
eggs, poultry and other farm pro-
ducts, and distributes some of the
major necessities of the farmers’ bus-
iness—feeds, seeds, fertilizers, etc.
During the past fiscal year it did a
business of over $80,000. For butter-
fat, poultry, and eggs alone it paid
the farmers $36,649.

Crafts learned during their winter
session at the School have proved to
some of our old students a real re-
source—financial and recreational.
The majority of craft-workers, how-
ever, are neighbors living evén as



far as 9 or 10 miles from Brasstown.
To some groups we have been able
to give regular teaching in their home
community; others come into the
School for instruction and guidance.
We ourselves were surprised to find,
at the close of this year, that to five
individuals had been paid for carving
a total of $1,311.58. One, a former
student and head of a family, receiv-
ed $317.13; two men in another fam-
ily, $-|~38.65, two in a third family
received $555.80. The economic im-
portance of such earnings—the larg-
est amounts paid to a group of 65
craft workers—cannot be minimized.
It was, nevertheless, the man receiv-
ing most of all for his work who said,
smoothing the animal in his hand,
“Here is the pleasure”.

How to satisfy social hunger is the
problem of every countryside. To
Frank Smith, a new member of our
staff last year, falls the absorbing but
exceedingly difficult task of trying
to help the old students or local lead-
ers who call upon him, work out a
satisfactory community program.

Equally difficult is the country
problem of health. Mabel Mullins,
our public-health nurse, is kept busy
beside winter classes in the School,
with community health clubs, a
School and local emergency service,
and special local educational work in
pre-natal and post-natal care.
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Such beginnings are small and in-
significant, perhaps, except as experi-
ments which help to guide our own
progress and which may be of use to
others interested in the building of
a better rural life. A school of this
type is a pioneer. Its objectives are
not those of the usual educational
nstitution, nor does it try to serve a
selected group. Here we have the
gountry as it is—without selection.
Until the people as a whole see the
possibilities and work together for
their realization, neither section nor
individuals will prosper as they
might.

The first requisite to a higher qual-
ity of life is an enlightened, open-
minded, forward - looking people.
This is and always must be the first
objective of a folk school anywhere,
whatever the subject matter of i
course of study. Here lies the hope
of our Highland population, what-
ever the future may have in store for



us in the way of development—agri-
cultural, industrial, or tourist. In the
wilderness of problems and difficul-
ties which our pioneer ancestors all
unwittingly helped to bequeath us,
we need pioneers,—pioneers in a new
way of life, a new rural civilization
which, retaining something of its old
distinctive flavor, will offer economic
and social satisfaction. That some of
our young people will be such
pioneers is our hope and inspiration.

Only today, one of our old boys,
away at School, wrote, “You know
how I feel about the whole move-
ment. To me it is a challenge. And
since I’ve been here the importance
of it has increased many times. I’ve

gotten a better understanding of it
and the value of the whole thing is
of tremendous importance.”

Such enlightened and capable
young people so often find no place
on the home farm which is already
carrying a large family; they see no
hope as tenants under present condi-
tions, and no way to acquire the land
they wish to own. Without land or
capital where can they go and what
can they do?

Their predicament is, we realize, a
part of the national problem involv-
ing our land tenure system, land use,
farm-income and reasonable credit
facilities. Yet we watch them, while
specialists debate ways and means and

Practical Lessons in Keith House Kitchen. Photographs by Doris Ulmann.




the Government considers proposals,
come out from the School with en-
larged understanding and a real de-
sire to build up a better life. What
can we do for them? Perhaps some
friends of our venture will be inter-
ested to help finance here and there,
under School approval and guidance,
individual students who have proved
their integrity, sense of responsibil-
ity, initiative, and interest in the
whole movement. Farms can be
bought—marginal under present ag-
ricultural methods—but offering a
future living if properly managed
over a period of time. As our young
people need the School, so the School
needs them, if the vision of a better
rural civilization here in the valley of
the Hiawassee is to be realized.

Not long ago a friend from an-
other mountain state heard me dis-
cussing the problem of finding a way
to help our young men get a foothold
on the soil. He offered his own farm,
rent-free, on the sole condition that
the occupant should build up the soil.
We discussed the questions of equip-
ment, of market facilities, social or-
ganization and opportunities, a cen-
ter for advice and stimulus, a health
service. Beyond land, house, and
barn, he could offer nothing.

I do not minimize the difficulties
which face the young pioneer farmer
who seeks to build a new life in this
immediate region. At least, however,

one who has been a student here will
understand some of the problems con-
fronting him, and will have help and
encouragement in meeting them. He
may be part of a cooperative move-
ment which will give him a market
for what he produces, and through
which he can buy many necessities. He
can have an outlet for his social hun-
ger, in clubs, crafts, and many other
forms of recreation.

The School itself, however, must
have support if it is to continue such
service to its students and to the
larger movement for a better social
and economic life. We face the prob-
lem of meeting our own budget as
we try to meet the perplexing prob-
lems of individuals and section. On
the enclosed slip we have indicated
some of our immediate special needs.
We would be glad to furnish further
information if desired; we welcome
study and investigation. Our accounts
are audited by W. Bowen Henderson
Asheville, North Carolina.

For any assistance which you can
give us we will be most grateful. We
exist only through the interest and
help of our friends.

Olive D. Campbell, Director.

“The landless worker all over Europe had
tried to solve the land question by emigra-
tion . . . But naturally emigration cannot
be a real solution. It is at home that the
new world must be created.”
. Jacokb Lange
Smallholders School, Denmark
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correspondence with old students,

I am struck by two sentences
which appear in almost every letter:
“How is the family? Give my love to
the family.” The “family” is just the
group of students and teachers—twenty-
five students, this year, of whom five
from last winter were doing practical
work, who happen to be living at the
School for longer or shorter periods. We
are not blood kin; we come from different
sections; are of different ages and ways
of thinking and doing; yet we have come
to feel ourselves related in a special way.
Working, playing, singing, discussing, and
studying together, we have unconsciously
created a spirit, a family tradition to
which each contributes and by which
each is guided to greater or less extent.

An intangible thing, this spirit, yet so
real that most of those who visit us feel
and comment upon it.

“We shall have much to tell our girls,”
wrote Dr. Ezekial Torres of Cuba, who
with Mrs. Torres spent 10 days studying
the School this winter, “of the large share
it was our privilege and pleasure to enjoy
of the quiet and
deep-flowing life of

&-S I look through the growing file of

School, and at the same time it is the
most powerful educational factor in the
School. By it we learn to recognize and
respect other points of view, to give and
take, to accept criticism, and to play our
part in a group enterprise not only with
energy and good-humor, but with real
pleasure. It prepares us for better living
in every sphere of activity. It is building
a basis for the cooperative organization
which must come if the economic and
social life of our section is to be materi-
ally better, but which can come only
where people consider each other and
work together toward a common end.
“What 1s your curriculum?” we are
often asked. “Keenly interested in the
world about us, in our origin and des-
tiny,” we cannot go deeply into any
subject in the four brief months of our
winter term. Informal lectures and dis-
cussion give us glimpses of some of the
roads over which the human race has
travelled; we see how geography shapes
history; we get a little idea of the part
played by heredity and environment.
We try to face honestly certain definite
situations and to think through what is
meant when we say
“abetter social and

the group; of the
happy atmosphere
and the fellowship
of a family whose
bondsof unity seem
to us stronger than
those of kinship of
blood.”

This spirit 7s the

“A folk school is a large family circle,
the ties being spiritual rather than phys-
ical, where all are keenly interested in
the world about them, in their origin and
in their destiny; a group where all work
for the common good by developing the
best powers they possess, and giving the
circle the full benefit of their efforts.”

Fred C. N. Hedebol, * Cooperation," January, 1933:.

economic order.”
What shall we work
for? How shall we
go about it?

No subject is
considered  apart
from life and the
work we have to do
to live. Agricul-



ture, simple field surveying
and mechanical drawing
(see illustration on cover,
surveyed and drawn by a
student this winter), for-
estry, shop work, cooking,
sewing and home- nursing
are taught inrelation to the
use to be made of them.
Arithmetic has to do with
common reckonings of
every day; through the
auditing of the accounts of
some of our cooperatives
it also gives an understand-
ing of cooperative savings.

Emphasis, in English, is
laid on training for self-ex-
‘pression. An interesting
outcome, this winter, was
what we dare to call folk
drama. Each member of
the class who was inter-
ested wrote a short play
transferring the plot of an
old English ballad into
local setting. The com-

arison of versions, rewrit-
ing, selection of best char-
acters and situations, com-
bining and editing formed
a long but increasingly ex-
citing process. Wording, stage setting,
and action were of equal concern.
Everything must be true to life of the
section, and so it was, or so, at least, the
audience seemed to feel.

Craft work has its practical side, al-
though its cultural, educational, and

Permission of Doris Ulmann Foundation.
Haden Hensley, one of our old students and best carvers.

recreational values are as important as
the economic. Apart from the looms
in the craft room, from the rich masses
of vegetable-dyed wools, and the shelves
of shining animals ready for market,
stands an amusing row of crudely- shapcd
creatures Wthh we offered for sale our



first year of carving. No carver to-day
would think of turning in, or would
teacher think of accepting such work.
Our appreciation of beauty has grown in
a surprising fashion; it is still growing
and must always grow, though few real-
ize its slow and difficult path. Looking at
some of his first geese, Haden Hensley,
one of our old students and best carvers,
could not believe that they were his until
he saw the telltale H. H. on the bottom.
Asked if he could increase his daily out-
put so as to secure a larger income, he
answered in the spirit of the true crafts-
man: “‘I reckon I could but it seems like
I want to spend longer and longer on
each one.”

Visitors arrested by the sight of the
big community room alive with rhythm
and color, as the young people swing
through the figures of games wﬁich have
come down to us through the centuries,
cannot know how many of those feet,
now light on the floor, have learned
through practice and discouragement
the “T'yrolean step” or to properly “set
and turn single.”

Behind the beauty and a part of it are
less romantic realities: the tedious thread-
ing-up of a pattern, the evil-smelling
glue-pot. Oscar Cantrell, in his cold,
ill-equipped forge, works out wrought-
iron candlesticks, tongs, hinges, and
flower-brackets—his eyes smarting from
smoke. Eternal scrubbing and dishwash-
ing three times a day lie back of our
delightful dining-room with its scien-
tifically balanced and attractively-served
meals. Clean Jersey milk means intimate

care of animals, barns, and utensils.
There is adventure in scientific farming
for those who have eyes to see, but hard
and dirty work is its constant accom-
paniment. Persistence in those easily
“out of heart’; precision in the careless;
self-control in the undisciplined; these
are some of the educational values in the
work of the School, and with them
recognition “each day that something
which we have been despising as mean
and poor is high and pure and rich in
worth and beauty.”

“Well, how was the School this year?”
writes an old student, “I’ll bet it was a
big help to those who attended. It
changed me over to wanting to become a
farmer. 1 considered farm work very
disagreeable before.”

Naturally we do not all see as much or
as clearly. In proportion to what we see,
we aspire; but I am sure that all of us
have caught a glimpse of something by
which to live—something which will
never entirely fade, no matter how strong
the pull of habit and environment.

This spring, when we were planning
for the last day of school, one of the
students suggested that they try to tell
something of what the winter’sexperience
had meant to them. The idea appealed
to the young people and Ruth Umbarger
was chosen to express the group feeling.

“The School has opened up a different
side of life by a fuller appreciation of
beauty through nature, weaving, carv-
ing, falk songs, and carols. One of the
things which has made the biggest im-
pression on us is the whole idea of co-



operation. No matter what we do, we
cannot stand alone, we must cooperate
with other people. One always gets the
most out of something he puts the most
in. We have been especially interested in
singing games, dairying, surveying, and
all the class work.

“By living as a family, we have learned
better ways and methods of doing the
every day things of life which help to
make better homes, and make work a
pleasure. ~ Through new experiences,

friendships, and a better understanding
of people, we have gained much that
goes toward making a well-rounded life.

Butter churned in the cooperative creamery has meant a cash income
to 600 farmers during the past year.

By discussions, we have found greater
freedom in thought, and more confidence
in making decisions. .

“To us, the values of being here can-
not be summed up now or any time soon,
but will serve as sources of help and
knowledge from which we may extract
each day.”

After seven months of study we chose
this particular region on the upper waters
of the Hiawassee, nine years ago, because
we believed topography and climate fa-
vorable for the development of a sound
rural life. We have demonstrated on the
175 acres of our farm now under cultiva-
tion that poor and
neglected soil can
be made produc-
tive under proper
managementsuited
toconditions. Even
with much student
labor — never eco-
nomical—our farm
has covered costs,
the last two years,
and we look for-
ward to its carrying
most of our school
living some day.
We have linked our
own interests to
those of the section
by the initiation
and support of co-
operatives.

The creamery,
enlarged and mod-
ernized with new



machinery and refrigeration, through a
loan from the Tennessee Valley Associ-
ated Cooperatives, is now an efficient
and attractive plant. Near by it stands
the poultry-fattening plant which Mr.
Deschamps is pushing to completion as
rapidly as possible. The Mountain
Valley Cooperative, as the combined
Creamery and Farmers’ Association is
now known, will soon be able to handle
a finished poultry product for the farmer
as well as his cream and eggs. Lake
Tuckwiller, our manager from Berea, has
already raised the quality of our butter,
but the quality of cream shipped by the
producer must improve before we can
make a product of the first grade. Better
poultry and better eggs must also come
if farmers are to get a top market price.
The State is interested in our problem
and is furnishing half of the salary of an
educational field man, S. W. Mendenhall,
who is now at work over the area—parts
of five counties, covering some 125 square
miles, which markets through the Moun-
tain Valley Cooperative.

These developments in a cooperative
enterprise which has cost the School
many anxious days and nights since its
initiation six years ago are a source of
great happiness to us even while we
realize how difficult are the problems
that lie before us and how far away is
our goal. This 1s part of the section
which the Tennessee Valley Authority
describes in no uncertain terms as one of
worn-out and eroded lands, sub-soil or
marginal and sub-marginal farming—
judged by production at least, and ab-

normally low per capita income. Many
and compllcated are the reasons for
present conditions. Any substantial
change must be slow in its beginnings,
dependent as it is on a general change in
point of view and practice. We cannot
expect a rapid growth in cooperative
understanding but the Brasstown Sav-
ings and Loan (credit-union), the Farm-
ers’ and Creamery Associations have been
of substantial help to the region.

A recent request for the number of
families on relief in our immediate com-
munity broughtusinformation which sur-
prised us as much as it did the inquirer.

With 25 percent of the families in
Cherokee and 34 percent in Clay county
on relief, Brasstown community, within
a radius of two and one-half miles from
the postoffice, showed only seven percent.
The amount put into direct circulation
through cooperatives and School from
March, 1934, to March, 1935, is sug-
gestive.

Schoal

* Paid to 52 craft workers. . ............ $1,794,52
Paid to labor on farm, upkeep, construc-

oot o W e S O R 2,155.91
locallabor o0 b v ol o T $1,254.13
student labor............ 901.78

Cooperatives

Paid to 600 farmers over 125 square miles

Buttetinthis e tei et o N 16,759.15

R e R S 7.149.65
* Paid for labor in Creamery . . 1,311.93
*Paid to 31 men, through TVAC loan

to Mountain Vzlliey Cooperative, for en-

larging creamery, building poultry plant,

second reservoir of 9,500 gallons, and

NEERGAd ;- e s B i ol 4,067.36

Comparative figures for the same area
are not available, nor would they indi-



cate average income. The amounts paid
for butter and eggs are given for the
entire territory 0% approximately 125
square miles; 1tems starred are largely
local —that 1s, paid to people living
within two and one-half miles of the
Brasstown postoffice.

A visitor from the State University
said last summer, “I wish every county
in North Carolina had a school like this.”
We wish so indeed. Economic relief is
not enough 1n itself, nor good schools,
nor social measures of one sort or an-
other. Every country section needs some
kind of enlivening center which will in-
terpret, stimulate, radiate, cooperate,
live life as it might be lived under existing
conditions. Such a center may show

certain tangible results in a few years,
but its real influence will not be clear for
a generation or more.

So the John C. Campbell Folk School,
facing conditions as they are, works for
the ‘%ltlll’&. It 1s a free educational
venture which, constantly adjusting it-
self to new conditions and opportunities,
never loses sight of its main purpose,
which is to help individuals, and through
them the section in which they live, to a
fuller and richer life. We ask your help
and support in this effort which is not
alone for this generation but which seeks
to lay the foundations of a rural civiliza-
tion in the future.

Orive D. CampBELL, Director

Such bits of shining wood spell economic independence to many a carver's family.

Permission of Doris Ulmann Foundation.
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HE John C. Campbell
Folk School is a venture in
rural adult education. Its
main objective is the enrich-
ment of country life on the basis of
the best that folk tradition has pre-
served and the best that modern
thought has to offer. It was organized
in the late fall of 1925 and named in
memory of John C. Campbell; Di-
rector of the Southern Highland Di-
vision of the Russell Sage Foundation,
author of “The Southern Highlander
and his Homeland”, and a man who
gave a lifetime of study and service
to the mountain people of the South.

The School is situated at Brasstown,
a small rural community in Cherokee
County, in the extreme southwestern
mountain corner of North Carolina.
This location was chosen because of
its agricultural possibilities and espe-
cially because the citizens themselves
asked for “a school which would build
up the country and not make just
preachers and teachers.”

The desirability and feasibility of
rural cooperation form the basic prem-
1se upon which the School was found-
ew.. It has therefore deliberately made

itself a part of the life of the com-
munity in which it 1s situated, so that
its program is of concern to the entire
neighborhood during the entire year.
I'ts activities fall into two main
groups: a course for young adults, in-
spired by the folk school of Den-
mark, and a wide variety of commu-
mty undertakings—recreational, cul-
tural, educational, and economic.
The four months between Novem-
ber 1 and March 1, the time of great-
¢st leisure on the farm, have proved
the most practicable period for the
winter course. Students must be at
least eighteen years old—preferably
twenty and over. Character and a ser-
1ous desire to learn are basic require-
ments for admission; scholastic stand-
ing is not a criterion. No examinations
or credits dre given. The course is not
intended to take the place of the pub-
lic school, although some elementary
work is offered. Its main purpose is
to give the young people new hori-
zons, new interests, new ideals, which
will enable them to live a richer life
in the surrpundings to which they
were born. The course of instruction
is so planned that, if it makes the




voung men and women aware of de-
ficiencies in their community, it also
shows them the tremendous possibil-
ities of rural nte and indicates the
methods by which it may be dignified
to the point of becoming interesting,
profitable, and even thrilling to those
who live on the soil.

Because we believe that home life,
based on the relationship of equals, is
of the first importance, students and
teachers live together as one large
family. The necessarily “academic”
subjects, such as history, geography,
and literature, are taught by the dis-
cussion method and are related as
closely as possible to life. Home eco-
nomics, agriculture, and forestry;
wood- working, weaving, and carving;
gymnaqua, folk dancmg, and folk
singing are taught in the doing. The-
ory, while carefully explained, is al-
ways subordinated to practice, so that
our students are able to say, not “I
know how this can be dene”, but
rather “I have done it”,

“How many students have you at
the IFolk School;” No question is
more frequently asked, and none is
more difficult to answer briefly. The

winter course is small; we have at
present space for 25 students. The
“Zchool”, however, is far more than
the winter course. In its larger sense
1t may be said to number hundreds of
people. Shareholders and shippers in
the cooperatives, members of com-
m unity, health, and recreation clubs,
and craft workers old and young—
all who are working with us for a bet-
ter rural life are part of it.

The majority of the winter-term
students work out their board by com-
mng early or remaining at the close of
the term for longer or shorter per-
iods; they earn and learn in house,
shop, construction work, and on the
farm. The farm, with its continuous
program of soil—improv&.mtnt and
stock-breeding, is not only a valuable
educational experience for those who
work on it; it also serves as a practical
demonstration of how the basic in-
dustry of the section—dairying—
may be developed under local con-
ditions.

The winter course and the activities
of farm and heme are inextricably in-
terwoven with the larger undertak-
ings initiated by the Folk School staff



in cooperation with the community.

Cream and eggs from the School

farm are marketed through the
Mountain Valley Cooperative, which
handles the various dairy and poultry
products of the farmers in this sec-
tion. The Cooperative also sells feeds,
seeds, and other farm necessities, and
operates a corn mill. Staff and mem-
bers of the community serve together
on the board of the Cooperative.
They serve together also in the Brass-
town Credit Union, which provides
a means of community saving and
makes small loans for constructive
purposes. Though the amounts in-
volved are small, the service rendered
is significant. As the Credit-Union
National Association says of us in its
official organ, “The Bridge”, “This is
‘grass-roots’ service.”

On the social side, Men’s and Wo-
men’s Clubs widen the circle around
the School center and work for all
that goes to enrich the life of the com-
munity and section. Crafts, which en-
joy ever-growing favor with the local
people, give satisfaction to the crea
tive power and help to supplement
farm income.*A carver is no longer
an idle whittler; he is a craftsman

and a financial asset.

The School holds an annual ten-
day course in June in response to a
steady demand throughout the moun-
tains for folk material, particularly
folk songs and singing games. In ad-
dition to people who come from other
sections, several from our own county
attend. The course is really a little
folk school, and the associations and
discussions help us to clarify the prob-
lems of rural life and to indicate the
ways by which we may enrich it.

The Folk School is incorporated
under the North Carolina law gov-
erning non-profitmaking educational
corporations. It is administered by a
board of directors. Without denomi-
national affiliation, it receives, because
of its experimental and demonstra-
tion values, a modest yearly appro-
priation from the Board of National
Missions of the Presbyterian Church,
U. S. A, and from the Congregation-
al Church through the American Mis-
sionary Association. In main part,
however, it is dependent upon the vol-
untary contributions of those who feel
the importance of building up a bet-
ter rural civilization.

Ourive D. CampseLL, Director
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