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March 5, 1956 
1 

Dear Ruth: Your letter and suggestion about attend~ 
ing t he Progressive Educati on Association 

meeting reached her e i n plenty of time but, as Wiss ~axmnn 
t ol d you, t here was no one here to authori ze such a tri p. 
We returned yesterday but of course thut was 111Uch too 
late. I don't beli eve it was the kind of thing, anyway, 
that would have been of parti cular val ue to you. The 
best thing on the program was the speech th~t Mr . Sanchez 
made and if you want a copy or that we can send it to 
you. I am awfully sorry but I don' t thi nk you missed 
much. 

MSS:JW 

1Uss (Ruth Lockman r 
Rutledge, Georgi a 

\936 

Sincerely, 

} 
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--'--•-~,l+-is~J-ttt'ffff-:&eekffij '{ 
Lake Toxaway, N. C. 

Dear } 1iss Lockman: ~ '' 4,- '-

Schools of Madison and ~ orp-an ~ J~ 
County are to open A.ugust 31 . It is necessary /\ D . j 11.,v.' ,. 
to open on this date in order to get in four '~lt ~ 
:rrionths before Christmas . we can arranre time ,.., . 0 ' :t 
of opening for Fair Play to suit the convenience ~. ,A/IV t • 

of oul'.' project and the communit:v;. I was in the ~ ,J, f I 
Fair Play community this vreek . 1t'llkeri. to fRr . l(A , I£/ ~- ~ 
Gaskins ~bout time of opening 'mri 11.e s clid it ,.-.::Ut ,'-""~ 
would suit them to open later qs they were just 
on the be~inning of their buildinP, profram . I tr; 0-1 
am leaving the opening date for Pair Play v,1 th r L : 

11 you teachel"'s and the truste-es • n-( v-,; 
I know you are capable of making ril _ 

a summer ·school helpful to yourself Rnd then even V\ 
rno:t"e helpful to your school and cornrnuni ty . How I 
wish we had more o.s capable 1 I knov, you enjoyed 
your v,ork there. 

I a.J1'l tryinf to re- ary,q_nge our 
tr~sportqtion in the :ru.tledre area . I think I 
have it about completed in quch way as to serve 
the people as well as in the past Rnd at the same 
time save the county about ;50 . 00 per month . 

✓ our NeR:DO SUPIJ"'ll r sc'hool is eomme: l\.i 

fine . We have two v,eeks after t~is l:oefo/4-Je_ closi?IB • ~ \I-" 
1,.:{~/1 ' 

Have a good ~est then ~e s~ow ~ f 
the W. P . A. people how to J'et t1"lt buiihding done . .J. • ~~ \~ 

Stnce'l"el:vl,~ ,_.,,_J ~ 1 
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Dear Rtltbi We are all set for next year at a~ rate. 

And that me-ms, of course, that we are 

prepared to hel.;> :you with your su:n~er won:. I 1!onder 11" 

you could let us know pretty p:rompt.l;r how r.iuch you are 

80ing to n~ at. Cb.e1·lestcm, now much you can provide• and 

how mucb wuld be necessarr rroa us? 

J1s and I can• t get C10tm until the fif­

teenth of June a.lld you ~ill probably be gone, b.lt we'll 

see you so:ne time. 

J.!SaLZ 

llisB Ruth Lockmaa 
P..FD #2 
nu~ Georgia 

MAY 2-S ~ 

Very truly yours• 

n ARGi\RET 5. S&MOM 

) 
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Edwin R. Embree 
President 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 

Mar<3aret 5. Simon 
Secretary 

D.A.Elvid<3e 
Comptroller 

4901 Ellis Avenue 

CHICAGO 

July 25, 1955 

Dear Ruth: Herewith my somewhat belated answer to your plea as 
to what you might expect in the way of salary next 

year. Of course the county will pay you the regular salary paid to 
the regular teachers, and you must this year take it and count it 
as a regular part of your salary. Now as to our part: we propose 
to pay you whatever sum is necessary to bring t our salary plus 
the county salary up to a total of $160 a month. In other words, 
we guarantee you a salary of $160 a month for a nine-month period. 

On this nine-month basis your summers are a very 
dry and arid spot. The only thing we are in a position at the 
moment to suggest is that it may be during the summer there will 
be things that we want you to do in the general line of your work. 
I mean, for example, there may be courses which we want you to 
take or there may even be the possibility that there will be op­
portunity for you to conduct classes in summer schools. Any work 
of this kind would, of course, entitle you to a salary. Things 
are moving along so rapidly that as far as I can see it is going 
to take all of us at least thirteen months out of every year, but 
of course we can't really say definitely how much or when we will 
need you in such summer work. 

I wonder if you could let me know 'What your expec­
t ation of the county salary is? I t will be a little easier for 
us if we can get on our records as soon as possible the amount we 
will be paying you next year. 

Sometime I hope one of us will be able to write a 
letter that isn't entirely business. At aey rate, I hope every­
thing goes well with you. Your letters certainly sound chippert 

MS:LJ' 

Miss Ruth Lockman 
c/o Dr. Comer Woodward 
Emory University 
Atlanta, Georgia 

Very trul.y yours, 

(®~~- f ~ 

L;1 -I. 'ti. ; 
f:f]:, .,. 
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N r~s 
S11'\0N STUDY 

I 

.Tune 1, 1936 

Dear Ruth: I don' t my~elf see why anyoody ever -.ould pa:, 
you a salc.ryl You •ork just as hard without 

money as with it, nn..t 1 t seems to me t hi a is a. swell chance 
to 60.ve on the budget. 

Seriously speaking, I think probably much t he 
most satisfactory wa-r of arrenging for the school this sum;ner 
is Just to continue your salary straight t hrough to the end 
of the summer school. I think t his is entirely j ustified 
because all your time sinee the close of Fair Play has beea 
in w.ork connected with your work there. 

This arrangement will have to have Mr. EID.bree• s 
offiei.al approval, but I am perfectly sure that. he ,rill 
agree. 

Our pl ans have changed againi We will be ill 
Atlante on the eighth of J une and will undoubtedly get out 
t o Fair Play some time that week. Will you let Ralph knowt 

MSd,J \ 

IU s! Ruth Lockman ) 
R.F.D. #2 
Rutl edge, Georgia 

Very truly yours, 

MARGARET S. SIMON 

1 



Jone Cassels 
Chairman 

Marr lJiJ(; 
0 e . Of 

~ on~ re nee mi /J'Jfer-e-sf /n,,--y-
CtJU rse Can,T 4re If '"'" ,,mo ... NATl:AL STU_QEN COU~W-✓- • -#,. 

YOUNG WO EN'S CHRIS IAN ASSOCIATIONS .flt/, t 
Virginia McGregor 

Vice-Choirmon 

Mrs. Jomes Forsyth 

600 Lexington Avenue, New York, N. Y. 

Choirmon, Resident Committee 
Coble Address: 

Emissorius, New York 

Helen Morton 
E>cecutive Secretory ATLANTA OFFICE • 37 AUBURN AVENUE N . E. 

May 26, 1936 

Miss Ruth Lockman 
Fair Pl ay School 
Rutledge, Ga. 

Dt9-r Mies Lockman: 

There i:as been growing in ":r.e South for several years a sense of need 
for a selected conference for the smaller leadership group in the 
Chris":;ian Associations . Such a conference ·would be directed toward 
those who have responded so ~ntelligen~ly and sincerely t o the usual 
movement experiences as to merit the privilege of fa0ing further and 
more advanced issues in whi~h more esui pmen+, a.."ld responsibility a.re 
involved. 'ro meet this need tr.e Soutr.srn Regional Council of the 
Y. 1;!. C,A. ; the Kings Mountain Soun~il of 1,he Y.,U.C.A. and a group of 
indi"7idaual:, who belong t o ":;he student novement <lre planning this June 
to expand their confer~n~s prcgr~~ t c include a small interracial 
summer conference . This conference 1\~ll be held June 8- 12 (somewr.ere 
in North Carolina , we nuvr think) . I t will begin on Monday evening , 
June 8 ~nd closo with breakfast on Friday, June 12 . The regular Blue 
Ridge Coni'erence (for white men and women) will be held June 11- 20 
and the regular Kings Mountain Conference (for Negro men and women) 
will be held June 12- 18. 

The Planning Committee has asked that only such people be registered 
for the June Interra~ial Conference as can meet all of the following 
criteria: 

1 . Interest in the kind of program and experience that the 
conference is t o offer. (See attached sheet) . 

2. l'fillingness to do necessary study preparatory to the 
c-onference . (A study outline will be sont in April t o 
those defin:i. tely planning to attend tha conference) 

3. PreYious conference experience such as attendance at 
Blue Ridge or Kings Mountain., Student Volunteer Movement 
or other conferen~es . 

4 . Previous interracial experience in conferences or 
committees or counci ls or other meetings . 

5. The intention of working wi th and through a campus or 
community organization which is definitely social and 
religious. 

6. The ~~llingness and ability to remain throug~out tho , 
conference. 

AffiliaJed with the W odd' s Student Christian Federation 

Telephone: 

Plozo 3-4700 



- 2 -

Only a total of a.bout 65 persons (students , alumnae , faculty) ce.n 
pe.rt i~ipat1e in this co::1ference 'be-,a.use of limited accommodations 
and be~a.usc of the kir.d of :,onferl3nce we dosire it to be . While 
thero have boen nu.m&rous interracial gatherings of men e.nd womon 
students in tht? South since 1922, ee.ch conforenco planned as this 
ono is, to ba free of discrimination between races, raises anew, 
doubts and fJars in sori.e groups o.nd persons . All who attend, 
therefore , must com0 in a spirit of courage and conviction which will 
holp them maet unfavorable reactions from college and community groups 
in an intelligent and co:?istructivo way. 

The to~al co;.u\:ir~nce cost will be ◊10. 50 u,s .oo registration foe 
and $5. 50 room and board for full time) . All students att~nding 
th3 Blue Ridg.J or Kings Mountain conf:;roncos wilTbe ,;xempt from 
registration fee at the Interracial Confurcnce. 

By the l!ith of April wa expect to ha.'70 received word from all 
those who definitely plan to attimd. A final mailing list will 
then be ma.de up and study material be sc::1t out . 

This invi tatio11 oomos to you assuring you that there will bo no 
genora.l or irresponsible publicity regarding the coni'crence . If you 
arc interestod in such a student Christ i an conforenf'e as tho 
at~ached sheot outlines , ploaso write to Mr. Herbert King, 347 
Madiso1~ A,onuc , New York City; Mi ss Celostinc Smith or Miss Mary 
Ja:i.c Yfillott , 37 Auburn Avenue, N. E., Atlanta, Goorgia. 

~;ray Br aS1ch ~you:• : Cassel~ 

Chairman., Kings Mountain irmari,--Southorn Regional 
Council , Y.M. C. A. •il , Y.11. C. A. 

?~<Jc~ 
Mary Jane '!il-_lett 
National Student Sec'y, 

Col cstinc Smith 

/_ I -
u/~-

Y.VI. C. A. 

National Student Seo ' y, Y.W. C. A. 



Progr am 
(ilid-

L':_a"dcrshiE 

Regarding the Purpose and Program for thu Studen-t Christia.~1 
Movcmont , Juno Interracial Conf3r cnco . 

Tho accompanying invitation to you t0 be a member of the June 
I:1tcrraoial Co::f')rJnoe loads you, we f1 c-l sure , to Yra.nt 
i nformation a.bout tho purpose o.nd progrrun of th•.; oo:1f-:r e11cc . 
The program here outli:10d was pr.;parcd by the Planning Commi ttcc 
and is submi ttod to those only vrho ar c bciue; i11vi t ,1d to attend . 
It is hoped that it will stimulat,· thorough- gobg thought in 
pr.:paratio:1 for a sii;nifica..;.t co:·.£11ro11ce . We bcliovc that 
th,.,so plans ·will provide the basis for democratic suggestion 
and discussion during the days of thc- oonfc r .Ji.1co itself. 

The purpose of th,: conference is 11to rc::late more advanced people; 
to continuing community intere st,§ , problems, organizations , etc . 
It is t0 giv'? help to those w~o uant to k:1ow ho·., to work e ither 
as fr-::.Jla.:.1cc-s or with orga:1izo.tior:.s . ,: 'I'ho conft:rcnco is 
pri:no.rily a technique cm1f. r J:.cc, plari.:1,:,d to give direction 
and dy:1rur,ic t0 t hos-: mo.tur-.d stud ~ntn , fa.cul ty a..~d alumnae who 
ar~ desirous ')f ~orking as fr ; ~la::ccs or with organized com­
mw11. ty e;roup s i :1 th~ vhol • a r o. of nooio.l chang: , ".!i thcr vmil c 
i:, cull ,~go or o.ft,,r graduuti•J~' . 

Yfo he:v -: had the good fortune to s0cur-: som~ of the most able 
l eadership avnilnbl·: in our cou:1try f or this conf :-rcnoc . Dr . 
Reinhold Niebuhr , Prof~ssor of Ethics at Unior. Theologi cal 
Scmir.ary , ·:rho has give:: car eful thought to th..- relation of 
ethical problems to Ir'3ligious certai:ity, will work with us i n 
this confcrc:1ce . 0th,~ outstar.di:;_:.g leaders nr >: 

Dr. Charlc-s Houston, until recently, of the Law 
Dopartmont of Ho,;mrd University and now of the 
lla.tioi:.al Association for the Adva.~1ccmont of Color ?d 
People . 

Mis s Fra::ces Perry, for ma:1.y years Y. W. C. A. Socr cto.ry 
i:1 th..: Rocky Mountai:1 Region ; no,•r of Passaic , N. J . 

Mr . Hovra.rd Kc stcr of thc;, Commi ttoc 0:1 Economic and Racial 
Justi oc , Nashville , Tenn. 

Mr . Frank \fil son, noYr Doan of Hen at Lincoln Uni v.::r s i ty , 
Pl::msyl -vo.ni a . 

Miss Hin::ifr,:d Wygal , Nat io:1al Y. ~·r. c . A. Sccr·- to.ry for 
Religious Int.: rprctation 



, .. 
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Not only will th.,rc be oth.;;r loo.dors i n addition to these 
listed , but co.ch person who comos to the confer vr:ce will ir: 
himself offer the r .: sour ~cs of a. l eader as wel l as that of a 
pe.rticipe.:1t . 

The p r ogrrun ,vill be cer~tcrcd in th.> cho.llcngc of the Christian 
rvligio~1 to th::i individual who i'lould live cffcctivc.ly in this 
day. The basic factor of economics , wi th i ts political and 
:-e.cie.l r amifications wi ll be fully o.~d roe.listi ce.lly con­
sidered. The i nsti tution of th-: church., the s chool o.nd 
college , th~ pr-:ss , the place of civil libor tics, lcgi slo.ti on, 
methods of cha:1gh1g e.tti t1.\dcs , c.r_d. th.:: mcnning of r .:: ligi on 
i tsclf, will be clements jn a d~.soussion whoso focus i s 
"-What challongcs an i:1div1d-..ia.l t0 ~ff cctivJ a.ttitudos and 
activity ::.a o. t:i.mc of chaos a~d :: ced in hi s community?" It 
has been u.sk0d that the leaders nill ma.kc thoir pr cscntatio::1s 
in t e rms of i:;,: clu•i ques: ructnods , agcnci c s , whi ch o.r c avail able 
in the commu:1i ty. The loo.clcrs ha.v.: been asked t o show i :i oac 
way and another th•1 source of their interest o.nd commi tmlJnt 
to a lif•~ of reli gious a.:1.d community service. It is 
hoped that we cha.11 be able to sco as we tnlk t o the lco.der s 
o.nd listen to them, what values <4•""·' thom into thdr 
respective fields of endeavor a..."ld by ;·rhe.t m-, thods th ~y s eek 
to b ,., effective • . 
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September 11 1956 

Dear Miss Lockman: Answer to your latter or August 17 
has been deleyeJ until we could 

talk over carefully aaong ourselvea the question which you 
raise. We all agree t hat work in a rural community should 
be as wall pa id as work in a collage. In fact, one of the 
principles which we are hoping to establish is that of ade­
quate pay for rural teachers. Of course we also have to 
watch our own budget and we must not allow any single s~.lary 
to get too far out of scale. 

A.ft ar thinking and talking about the 
matter a good deal, we are quite ready t o make an increase 
which will approximately =atch the offer made by PresiJent 
Wells. Specifically, we stand ready to pay !160 : rom t he 
Fund in addition to t he $40 which you receive trom t~e commun­
ity, each of t hose payments being ma.le monthly for a school . 
term of nine :nonths. This i s en i ncrease of f orty dolls.rs a 
month over the payment l~st year and I imagine almost e~actly 
equals the salarJ ottered by President Wells . Of course, with 
us as with him, t he t hree months of the summer are at your 
disposal eit her for further study or for suuu:1er work. 

We make this rearrange~ent with hearty 
good will since we appreciate both the work that you h~ve done 
end t he spirit of cooperation which has characterized all or 
your relationships with us. We are arranging for the new r ute 
to start as of Sept ember 1, 1956. 

I itia.6ine you are by this tioe at 
Fairplay. Our best regards to everyone there. Som~ of us !rom 
the of ice will I hope be visltin6 .} OU and t he community 1n the 
fairly near tuture. 

ERE:Jff 

Miss Rut h Lockman 
Fairplay School, Rout e 2 
Rutledge, Georgia ., 

V.ery truly yours, 

DWIN R. EMBREE 
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Dear ~i sR Loc~nan: ln CJn.~~ction wi th the 
Income Tu question raised 

in your r ecent l etter , lt ~ould be !~possi ble f or 
the Fund t o r eport anything less than your tull 
mouthly ::alary to the C~ll ectcr of Interu<l. Revenue, 
the aaount being sent in to hi m for yo~ is $1,476.92. 
I f ::, ou h!lve h:,<; bt.:11 1.e.i~ travel ex.pcn:-?e;; f.:ic~, you 
haTe paid ft-om this fund they are deductible items 
on your rft,u-n, but you will have to be able to 
subst anti at e your claim wi th the government if 1t 
should be quest ioned . Of course you know t hnt your 
living expenses in Fair Play t.re not dEl<iuctible 
iteDl8. 

Miss Ruth Lockm.ani 
ir Play El e-aentary School , 

Rutledge, Geor g!a 

Very truly yours, 

DOROTHY A. l::L '!IDGF 
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~...rch 10, 1937 

Dear Miss Loc~~an: A letter I huvo ju&t received from 
l!r. GaskLs me.de u~ re .. l thut lt E.18 

adviaable to .. rite to both of you regarcH.u!! our plans for 

s~l 

next year. ~s I ~rote Mr. Gaskins, ~e have been particul~rly 
hap,y over the whole Fairplay project. It ~a3 set up in 
the beginning with a spocific idea in mind. It and other 
projects of the same nature were in reality the 5oringboard 
from ~hlch we no~ have the feeling we were ~ble t~ cet into 
th~ lnr6er procra~ .hlch the Fund hopes t~ utilize in its 
cooperation ~ith loc~l Luthorities. Thie of course, us you 
c~t readil~ see, is the nor~l school . Fairplay iJ not so 
located as to be i,)ru-ticule.rlJ ~ccessible to thoso n\)rmal 
school s wit11 which we Tl:,;,."f ,;orK. For this re ... son we foel 
it advisable to disc,:mtinuc our coo?eration in t he two 
schools at Fairplay at the ~nd of the period for wl1ich we 
o.re no··· oblit,ated, uncl if •e continue in such l.,)rojecte nt 
tll i n tho future, to h&va them u:uch more closely related 
to those normal ochools where we ~ay be torking. 

I um "riting this because you will 
of course wunt to begin to loo~ around for such com,ections 
as 70~ cay choose for next year. I have written to Mr. 
Gt.skins and J.!1..,::, Cheney, and copies or the letters h vo been 
sent to Lu-. O~en. 

Allot us in the Fund appreciate 
the very fine cooperation you, Ur. Gaskins, and the co~l!l:un­
it:, have given. If any or us can be of &ny assistance in 
your efforts to i:iake s~tist~ctory nrrhngemontG !or worh next 
yec.r, ;,lease do not hesitate to call on us. 

Very truly yours, 
JCD: Mcl{ 

liss Ruth Lockman 
FairplJY Comi:unity School 
Rutl edge, Georgi a 

" ?, iS'j i 
lfl.R" 
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Dear Mr. Dixon: 

Thank you for your letter of the 10th. The position t aken 

re Fair Play was inevitable , I believe, and as much as I regret to leave 

this bunch of children and my community hobbies (clubs) I still feel that 

there is no other way out, except the one you have chosen. 

The day before your letter came the attached one from J.P. 

Conner arrived. I filled his application the same day and returned it. 

In a douple of days I received a long distance call from hi m asking me to 

come to t,1ontgomery for a conference. So yesterday I went to see '!r . Conner 

and Miss Katharine Deitz, whom I believe you know. They have asked me to 

accept the work on the Ashwood Planta tion Project i n South Carolina begin-

ning April 15. I asked for an extension until June 1, when my work expires 

here. They suggested as a compromise May 1, as they are eager to get started 

there . I have discussed the matter with ~tr . Owen, and he vrill be glad to 

help me secure a teacher for that remaining month of school. It would seem 

too bad to bring a new person in the middle of the month . Now, what do you 

think I should do"? The job, about which r.~i ss Dietz says you know, is a 

challenge; it is in my state of South Carolina, and does tempt me consider­

abl y . I am going next Saturday to have a conference with the Pr j ect l,1ana­

ger. Strange as it may seem, this proposed job has many similarities to 

our Fair Play job . One striking difference which interests me , from the 

sociological point of view, is that these families are all new families , 

as contrasted with Fair Play, and these generation old lines are not drawn 

there. That should be a decided advantage . 

I had contemplated getting bac~ into the/ fpllege field , but on1e 
I• 

this rural bug bites, it~ hard to get away wen the chtf]~ comes to contirrue 
✓ 

in it. Promotion always has a fascination for me , and there ttill be much 
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of this in the community activity program for Ashwood. Sometimes I promote 

too much. 

If I go on this job I should like very much to have a chance 

to talk with you about some of the problems , soon after I begin. Miss 

Dietz plans to go with me at first, and 1:1r. Conner is introducing me by 

phone to Colonel Manning, the Project 'tanager, before my arrival there for 

conference next Saturday -orning on the Ashwood Plantation. 

It has been a joy to know you in this work, and I anticipate 

vd th a great deal of pleasure the possibility of sharing your wisdom in oc­

casional conference, because Miss Dietz tells me that they regard you very 

highly on matters pertaining to these projects. 

I appreciate very much your suggestion that you will be glad 

to assist me in locating, or making satisfactory arrangements for vork next 

year; and I have taken advantage of this suggestion and am giving your name 

as a reference for this position with the Hesettlement Administration. If 

you feel that there are other types of work in this broad field of rural 

life , for one with a home economics and sociol ogy background, I should be 

grateful to know of them. However this one I have been discussing with you 

sounds extremely interesting to me, and among the many other adventureso~e 

features it pays a good salary. This I must always consider, as I am still 

paying college debts , and helping t wo sisters in college. 

Mr. and Mrs. Owen are having dinner with us Tuesday night, 

when we shall decide upon the time and method of breaking to the community 

the final news of the Fund ' s departure from Fair Play. Of course, they 

are about ready for it, as we have been weaning and preparing for such all 

the year. We want to work together too on the preparation of a writeup of 

the project here . I spent Thursday afternoo1 with Mr . Owen, and we decided 

on this procedure. He is not sure whether h should allow the ITPA to begin 
l ,. 
, I] ~,' 
!&1 

; 

---' 
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the project on the school building (since they are announcing to us again 

that they are ready to begin immediately) in view of the fact that consolida­

tion may come soon, because of the small enrollment. 

Do you plan to come here again before ~ve leave? Will you 

attend t he Southern Soci ological Society meeting in Birmingham April 23? 

or the G. ~.a.in Savannah? 

Yours very truly, 

RUTH LOClillAN 

---' 

J 
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larch 22, 1957 

Dear Jliss Loclol&.Dt This lett~r is just to re­

fresh your memory. Yon will 

r emember thnt the sul.ary arrangements ma~e with you 

l ast t all ~ere t h&t you • ~-uld r ecei9e $160 A aonth 

for a nine-month period. You began wo'<"k undet" t hin 

agr eement on Septeaber 1st; th r efore your finel 

check •ill be due at the end 0 £ Jl6.y. 

DE:AM 

Mias Ruth Lockm&n 
F~ir Play EleQentary School 
Rutl edge, Georgia 

Very truly yours , 

UOkUI H'i A. 1... .... JGE 

') \"'.) '\ 

J ) f: ) 
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SIMON S~l UDY 

~ 0_,,~ J- f -~ 
March 25, 1957 

Dear Miss tockmam In order to rush this reply to 
you I am going to make the let­

ter brier and write you in more detail later on. 

The opportunity to work in the 
Ashwood Plantation Project in South Carolina see::is to 
me to be one you can not overlook. Of course we would 
like to have you stay on until June 1, but if you have 
to leave before that time in order to get the job by 
all means do so, and this is your authority from us 
tor making whatever arrangements you have to make in 
order to secure the connaction. 

The type of teacher Mr. Owen 
would be able to pick up in the county would not be 
one to whom we would want to pay the salary we are 
paying you, but you and •r. Owen can select some one 
and rest assured that we will be reasonable in ta.king 
care ot whatever part of the financing of the teaeherts 
salary we should assume. 

JCD:MLU 

Miss Ruth Lockman 
Route 2 
Rutledge, Georgia 

Very truly yours, 

l ; C. DIXON 

~n 
' 

t.lw 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE ,..,.. )''.,;~ "' 

9'~ .. RESETTLEMENT ADMINISTRATION 
305 Montgomery Street 

r,., , , 

Montgomery, Alabama 

Julius Rosemvald Fund 
4901 3:llis Ave. 
Chicago. Ill. 

Gentle.:n.en: 

I 

I_ 

\-
t.FWS ;q 
:1<:.E/ 

r ~':}. fu!t..h -~~~ ,. k.<2P.tm,?.~of' Rutledge I Geor~ia. 
\.+:s applied for a position with the Resettle-
. ment A&li1nistration. 

( 

In her application she states that she has been 
in your employ from 1934 to the present time in 
the capacity of oommunity worker at a salary of' 
~200 per month. 

'Ifill you kindly verify this statement and furn­
ish us any information you may have in regard to 
her ability to or6anize and supervise. spirit 
of' oo-opei-ation. character, and any other fac­
tors thflt you think we should have in determin­
ing her fitness for a position. 

We assure you th~t your reply will be treated 
strictly confidential. 

For y~ir conveniPnce in replying, we enclose a 
/ self addressed envelope which requires no post-

at;c . 

Sincerely yours, 

f j-c=.£71/ I 
Regions.! Per~onnel Adviser 
Region V 

IN REPLY R EFER TO 

R5-l-HAN 

APR ·10 l.SJ, 

( '-! 0 -
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April 20, 1937 

Dear Rut ha I should have written both you and Ral ph 
l ong ago. We are all so terri bly sorry that 

developments have made i t necessary to st op at Fairol ay. 
Our whol e experience both with you and wi th our very good 
friends in the com:cJUni ty has bee:. one of the coat interest­
ing and profl tttbl.e t hat any of us have ever had. We only 
hope that thi s shutting down of thi s specifi c probl ea doesn' t 
mean thut we won' t see any more of you. I• m cure it won•t 
because your new job looks as i f i t would be right down the 
line thELt all of us have u~cn wor king on ll.l!d it stmids t o 
reason th,~t all of us will conti nue to aee you. 

I n a,."11 case you know how ll!Uch ue have onjoyed 
both our personal end business associati on with you and none 
or us must l et at least, the personal end of i t drop just 
because our immediate business connection 1s being broken. 

A.ffectionat el y, 

M ~ RET 5 SIMON 

IISS:RW 

s Ruth Loe 
pla7 El e?:'lentary School l edge, ~il'Dii'.!""'"'" ____ ~ 



oRIO"- HOSPITALITY BY 

RADIO IN EVERY R 

/ ROBERT KLOEPP:L 
. PRESIOENl -'"O DIRECTOR 

~◄ ,- ,. 1 

: ' ~ • ~ -
, : ~11, \ , l 

, '~,~ r....;; 
,. ~ ,;nt 

•Ji!(~' ~I•'; ,;11 • 

1•l•!..: t1-S-;:=-:,:~i'l,.;.,_--=.;1 .!...!!.. 1 
.al,"'·· "X.!t, ,,,., 
'..-.; .. ;"•""f'....!~ J ..., ... >:tr- . ,-, 

~ "' ~~1· -1 

HOTEL MAYFLOWER 
lOO Rog:Rs,.-~:~;,.~~~i!60WERS HOT EL FLAGLER 

JACKSONVILLE c;~

2
:..._~~~~!N£et;,~~ 

H 
JACKSONVILLE 

OTEL M AYFLOWER 
J.J PAGE., M .... NAGE, 

JACKSO I E. f'L 

, __ LMc-.-o 





RID-" H OS PITALITY 

ORGE ASHI HGT N 
H I) SWOW(lt 
''lNG 
8EACH 
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April 27, 1937 

Dear Mr. Conner: Miss Ruth Lockman of Rutledge, 
Ceorgia, has been conmcted rlth 

the Julius Rosenwald ll'u:nd since 1954, both in the 
capacity or a community worker in a rural area and 
as a teachar in a rural school which has had both a 
demonstration and an experimental sl ant. 

In the school year 19M-55 Miss 
Lockman and a young rn&n worked in the Fair Play com­
munity of Uorgan County as general com.nunity workers. 
They were employed to make a general social-economic 
study of the eor.ll:IUnity and to attempt to relate the 
conditions they f ound to tJ1e comnumity school. Be­
ginning wi th the school year 1955-56 Uiss Lockman be­
came a teacher in the rural school . During t.ltis time 
we have paid her (.160 o. month, pl us a slightly smaller 
amou.nt tor summer work, and in addi t ion t o thi s she 
was paid the regular salary of the teacher usually 
employed by the county. I n a11, then, as ~iss Lockman 
says, her salary ,ras t 200 a month. 

Miss Lockman did an excellent job 
of organizing the t1ctivities o~ t.he community a.round 
the school.. She had no trouble wh.atsoeTer working 
with the peopl e in the comuni t1 or with those of us 
working out or this office . We have never had any 
reuon to question her character, her ability to work 
or her willingness to cooperate. 

If we were continuing the type of 
project in which Miss Locloxta.n is no,r working we would 



retain her services if we could. The project, however, 
-.as set up for a very specific purpose, and now that we 
feel it has been reasonably achi eved it is beillg closed 
out so far as the fund is concerned. 

I do not know r.hat kind o~ work you 
are expecting \{iss Lockman to do, but the very .fact that 
she 1~ willing to undertake it makes ms feel that she is 
reasonably sure of being able to do a good Job, aDd I 
have enough confidence in her knowledge of her ability 
and in her integrity to be willing to back her in azv­
thing that she m&y und.ertake. 

Very truly yours , 

JCD:a!LU J. r . OrxoN 

llr. P. J. Conner 
Regional Personnel Adviser 
United States Department of Agrieul.ture 
505 Montgomery Street 
Uontgo.mery, Alabama. 

RS-1,...JWf 



IN REPLY REFER TO 

! Ir s . Janes F . 8 imo n .,. 
1 'fuli.u6 lfosu 'If a Id Fu n,a, 

4~01 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago , lllino:s 

Dear : :argot : 

MWS r,j, 

-

/
ff 

I ~ '~ 

., - ;to '?e-
Is it too late for me to ask for Vance ' s Truman Geography 
of the South , Raner ' s Preface to Peasantr~r and Odum' s 
ne\~'est book l?'\· I want the r.J. badly , but didn ' t elet to L 
asking you for them before T left the Fund officially. ~ foJf ~T 
I want .. ,oofter ' s Plantation Life (?) and l'addox ~ 
to rrenancy too . rov1 if this request is out of order or ~ 1 
too Leavy , please let 'lee k•1ow,, "'fhen if you C€'n i;,-et then \J) 
for rie et ::>:pecial reduction pr' ces let rie k:c.01.! how nuch 
theY •·1i.ll be as I will need the~ in this ne,,, field of 
rural vwrk . 

:'hanks to you , I a:., moving ri.ore slowly :n or~anizetion and 
activities . ';he uontporiery office does not •1ant us to 
nove too hastily . 

It would :please you to vnm1 to\! the '(/b!'ens. o:f the £1 nb 
~!"Olli'~ got toget1"er tr.e two weeks I , rr s a-,ay , to riake 
a big shoH. Letters keT)t co""'ing telline i1hat tre~.r 1·•ould 
have to show ; t! ev had ulant0d low)rs , set out trees 
at tl:e teac~1erage ( one for each of the 0.-as1-{ins and one 
for • e) and. the painting of tl.e tee_cherape , as nearly 
finished . This uas when I went ~for a fi!'sl checkup . 

vou will b • ,:)leased to ~~~.ow that Gaskiri s wil: do the 
De~:onstration :ob at t:t~8 ';olle,.,.e of Charleston this 
suEEW ,fi-€ I could not accept . I am anxious for you 
to e.. _ .'r . ,..rice is doinp ther~ .1. or coutr Carolina ' s 
rural districts as 1-e has been rorl-'-inl? ft it for seYera.l 
years . And , i~cidvntially , .l lt,~-5::l you to cor'.e to 
Charleston~ be sure_& run over to Ashwood . Fo k i ddi ng 
I do want you to cor_c . • see us as soon as you can 
and also se1... the two regro proi c..,Cts in this stete . 
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Jill you stay at 0arrol ton for this sumr:i.er too? ~~~¼,-t­
Jil:! I hope he has a good time vdth ti«- Ford . I ' IA 

~ o:r..e of the 11 60•1 motors . It uses less ~as ; havn ' t 
gotten under 20 yet , with 2500 -- in two weeks . If 
the ~und car had been for sale I was planning to huy 
it and t r ade it on the 11 60 11

• 

r~argot , it is loads of fun worki ng v;i th you and that 
gang of yours . Here l s honing you won ' t check me off 
bof- your list since you are no longer resuonsible for 
rri.y pr oduction . 

Love and best wishes and a hello for Jin. 

Devotedly , 
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It would probably be a bad precedent 
to buy and give Miss Lockman the books 
she mentions. We might order them 
through Kroch ' s and get a discount for 
her. 

JCD 

6/1/57 



June 9, 19:7 

Dear Rut h: I run af r~id v·e can' t c ive you the books 
which you need. s ..l arn au-r-e J''<)U can see . 

we woulc i mmedi ately put ourselves in the positi on of 
havi ng t o buy b-:>oks for anyone who had at l'llt1ost any 
t i me been on the Fund ' s staff . However, we cun get a. 
!:'.O',b discount on the books h_r Odum, V ,.nee, and R& "P.r, e.nd 
we will be glad to order them for you if you will let us 
know ths.t you ~ant them. Of course '18 can't get a dis­
count on t he government -publi cati ons ('"ooft er ' s study of 
pl antati ons syst ems, v-hich i s riubli shed by the Resettlement 
Admini st rat i on, and !.mddox•a study of t enancy, by the ft'PA), 
so that you might as Loll ord~r those t wo directly. 

The new job sounds terri bl y exciting, and 
we are all so pleased at the way thi ngs wound up at 
Fairpl ay. We ar e counti nb on h~ving a look in ~t you in 
your new post , but as usual we don' t ~ow whe1. it will be . 

MSS: !!cK 

Mi ss Rut h Lockman 
? . O. Box 435 
Sumter, South Carolina 

Affecti onat el y, 

F.~. ,RGARG S. StMON 
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The John c. Campbell Folk School, Brasstown, 
I 

North Carolina, will hold its eighth annual recreational '· I 
/ 

course for teachers and community leaders, June 1 - 10, 

1937. The opening session will be the night of June l ; 

the last session the night of June 10. Particular emphasi s 

will be pl aced on the folk games which have proved a 

simple and well-liked form of group recreation. Discussion 

of rural problems will be given a prominent place, and time 

set aside for becoming familiar with fol k song . 

:fo tuition is charged; board and room will be $12. 50 . 

As only a limi ted number can be accom.:nodated, applicants 

will please send a deposit of $1. 00. This amount will 

be deduc t ed from cost of board. 

Simple dresses with full skirts for women are advised . 

Rubber-soled shoes are essential for every one . There is 

a small swimming hole so bring a bathing suit . 



Farmer, Cooperator, Carpenter, Craftsman 

THE PEOPLE OF 4 

FOLK SCHOOL 

PHOTOGRAPHS BY 

DORIS ULMANN 

NINE years ago the founders of the John C. Campbell In men's and women's clubs, in craft work, mainly carving 
Folk School selected a highland corner of North Caro- and weaving, in the singing of local folk songs and dramati­

lina, where 97 percent of the population was land-owning, zation of ballads, in an exchange of hospitality and ex­
to establish the sort of school the people wanted, "a school perience with the people of neighboring counties, the 
which would build up the country and not make just community is also finding life enriched by the stimulation 
preachers and teachers." Just recently two cooperatives of the Folk School. Center of these many activities is the 
started by the school, the Mountain Valley Creamery and demonstration farm and small school for adults modelled 
the Farmers' Association of Brasstown, N. C., were granted after the Danish folk school. A group of young people come 
the first loan to be made by the Tennessee Valley Asso- for a four months' winter term, the majority earning their 
ciated Cooperatives, a subsidiary of the TV A, so that they way by work on the farm, in the house and shop. Literature, 
might extend their activities. The Creamery is already history, geography, home economics, forestry and agricul­
serving five hundred shippers over a hundred square miles. ture are studied in informal classes where there are neither 
The Farmers' Association is doing a flourishing business in examinations nor credits. Teachers, students and community 
feed, eggs, rye, peas and dried apples. All this has been work together in a common purpose: to make a satisfying 
brought about in five years. Now the two organizations are life, socially and economically, in the mountains. 
planning a refrigeration plant, a poultry fattening and dress- Doris Ulmann, who has \ong been interested in the people 
ing plant, and a community cannery. These cooperatives of the Southern HighlandJ, made hundreds of photographs 
and the Savings and Loan Association are school-work of of the Brasstown community and the school, last summer, a 
the kind the community knew it needed. few of which are reproduced. on this page and tho~e following. 

Reprinted from Suroey Graphic, Ma-y 1934 



The Older Generation 

A pioneer who learned to spin as a child 



The Newest Generation 

A Folk School "grandchild" and his mother 



A Folk School Student 

Carver, woodworker, singer of folk songs 



"Before the question 'Wl,at is to 
become of the South?' ran be 
rear/ 'ff/hat is the South to be­
come?' many steps 1·e111ain to be 
taken. 

10. 0,, the part of the South : 
(a) more realistic facing of 
facts, ( b) greater u11it,v of ef­
fo rt and (c) an i11tellige11t 
w illi11g11ess to pay the price of 
progress. 

11. On the part of the nation: 
( a) 1·ecog11itio11 of the logical, 
inevitable, evolutionary na-
1 ure of tl,e South's culture, 
(b) of the size of tl,e prob­
lem and time required to cope 
with it." 

"The South's P!tire in the Nation" 
Public Affairs Committee 

lf/ ashi11gto1,, D. C. 

" The agricultural classes wouldn't 
111ea11 so much if we didn't have the 
farm here to work 011 and study." 

JOH N C. CA MPBELL FOLK SC HOOL 

IlRASSTOWN, NORTH CAROLINA 

M RS. JOHN C . CAMPBELL. D I RECTOR 

A PRIL, 1937 N UMBER 20 



"S EEMS like there is no hope in 
farming," said one of the boys, 

the other day, when we were discus­
sing in class the problems of worn­
out land in the mountains, the gen­
eral lack of scientific agricultural 
practices, lack of capital and of en­
lightened planning for the future. 

"If a man clears $ 7 5 a year on his 
crop," said another, "he is doing 
well." 

Such discouraging comments do not 
necessarily prove, any more than do 
fio-ure:. on average annual income, e, 

that agriculture in the Southern 
l lighlands is a hopeless problem. V,1 e 
ourselves do not so believe or we 
would not have placed here, in this 
Hiawassee Basin, a school to help in 
the building of a better rural life. 
\Ve must, however, understand exist­
ing conditions if we are going to try 
to improve them. \ '\Te must have rea­
son for hope. 

And so in the brief time our young 
people are here, we try to face to­
gt'ther honestly the values and the 
wcaknesses of the life of our section 
as we know it. We learn to appreci­
at.! what is worth while in the tradi­
tions and practices of our forefathers: 
the native independence, the humor, 
the hospitality, many of the folk 
wa.ys. \Ve learn to sing and love folk 
songs, especially local variants of old 
EngLsh versions which had their 

ongm, hundreds of years ago, with 
our ancestors across the water. In the 
original plays the students write 
every year, we picture as realisticaJly 
as we can the disappearing life of 
our fathers; we use the pithy lan­
guage, still retain:ing something of 
its Elizabethan flavor. H ere is a rich 
soil from which may flower a new 
culture of rare beauty and interest, 
but changes in point of view and prac­
tice must come if those who now 
dwell on the soil are to enjoy their 
full ht!ritage. 

As far as possible, in our winte1· 
term, new points of view and practice 
are Jinked together. Agricultw·al 
problems and methods, discussed in 
class, become real through actual 
sharing in the labor of the farm. 
Household economy gains significance 
through household work. Simple 
beauty in houses and grounds is made 
more clear by a study of design, of 
house decorating and planning, and 
of ornamental planting. Handwork 
--carving, weaving, sewing, wood­
working, iron work, are taught in the 
spirit of the craftsman, seen in their 
place in the home, and also recogniz­
ed as valuable assets for personal re­
creation. 

To a few we can offer in summer 
work or a second year of practical 
responsibility~

1 
an opportunity for 

greater knowledge and skill in the 
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A bit of our cultural inherit­
ance: linsey-woolsey, cover­
lets, counterpanes and blan­
kets. 



fi.eld of their special interest. V-le can­
not, in a few short months, however, 
make trained farmers, dietitians, or 
craftsmen, nor is this the purpose of 
the School, even when students re­
main a second year. Our task is to 
open new horizons; to stimulate crea­
tive and cooperative activity; to start 
the growing that will never stop. As 
songs float up to me from kitchen, 
laundry, barn and field, I feel that, 
in some degree at least, we are achiev­
ing the spirit of our motto, "I sing 
behind the plough". 

The winter-course for young peo­
ple, and the time spent by them in 
work on the place are not the only 
ways in which we are trying to help 
the building of a rural civilization. 
Following the State recommendation 
for this section, we have worked to 

Coming Craft J!J/ orkers 

advance dairying. No one who has 
visited Brasstown, this winter, will 
forget the beauty of the School fields 
green with rye, oats, wheat, barley, 
vetch , alfalfa, rape, and clover. Dur­
ing the past unusually mild season, 
our cows have had good grazing for 
weeks at a time,-a great saving in 
feed expense. Although the produc­
tion of corn is not of primary interest 
to us, we have built up our soil, so 
that our crop produotion has risen in 
ten years from around I 5 bushels an 
acre to an average of over 7 5 bushels 
an acre. One outstanding acre of oats 
yielded 16 I¼ bushels. 

Our faith in the agricultural pos­
sibilities has led us to encourage the 
formation and growth of farmer co­
operatives. The Mountain Valley Co­
operative with headquarters at Brass­
town, operates a creamery, deals in 
eggs, poultry and other farm pro­
ducts, ,and distributes some of the 
major necessities of the farmers' bus­
iness-feeds, seeds, fertilizers, etc. 
During the past fiscal year it did a 
business of over $80,000. For butter­
fat, poultry, and eggs alone it paid 
the farmers $36,649. 

Crafts learned during their winter 
session at the School have proved to 
some ef OlJr old students a real re­
source-financial and recreational. 
The majority cH craft-workers, how­
ever, are neighbors living even as 



far as 9 or IO miles from Brasstown. 
To some groups we have been able 
to give regular teaching in their home 
community; others come into the 
School for instruction and guidance. 
\Ve ourselves were surprised to find, 
at the close of thi~ year, that to five 
individuals had been paid for carving 
a total of $1,311.58. One, a former 
student and head of a family, receiv­
ed $31 7. 13; two men in another fam­
ily, $438.65; two in a third famil}' 
received $555.80. The economic im­
portance of such earnings-the larg­
est amounts paid to a group of 65 
craft workers--<annot be minimized. 
I t was, nevertheless, the man receiv­
ing most of all for his work who said, 
smoothing the animal in his hand, 
"I I ere is the pleasure". 

H ow to satisfy social hunger is the 
problem of every countryside. To 
Frank Smith, a new member of our 
staff last year, falls the absorbing but 
exceedingly difflicult task of trying 
to help the old students or local lead­
ers who call upon him, work out a 
satisfactory community program. 

Equally difficult is the country 
problem of health. Mabel Mullins, 
our public-health nurse, is kept busy 
beside winter classes in the School, 
with community health clubs, a 
School and local emergency service, 
and special local educational work in 
pre-natal and post-natal care. 

PHOTOGRAPH BY 

ANN ESTABROOK 

uch beginnings arc small and in­
significant, perhaps, except as experi­
ments which help to guide our own 
progress and which may be of use to 
others interested in the building of 
a better rural life. A school of this 
type is a pioneer. I ts objectives are 
not those of the usual educational 
institution, nor does it try to serve a 
selected group. Here we have the 
country as it is-without selection. 
Until the people as a whole see the 
possibiliti'.!s and work together for 
their realization, neither section nor 
individuals will prosper as they 
might. 

The first requisite to a higher qual­
ity of life is an enlightened, open­
minded, forward - looking people. 
This is and always must be the first 
objective of a folk school anywhere, 
whatever the subject matter of its 
course of study. H ere lies the hope 
of our Hig-hlang population, what­
ever the f uture may have in ~tor<lor 



us in the way of development-agri­
cultural, industrial, or tourist. In the 
wilderness of problems and difficul­
ties which our pioneer ancestors all 
unwittingly helped to bequeath us, 
we need pioneers,-pioneers in a new 
way of life, a new rural civilization 
which, retaining something of its old 
distinctive flavor, will offer economic 
and social satisfaction. That some of 
our young people will be such 
pioneers is our hope and inspiration. 

Only today, one of our old boys, 
away at School, wrote, «you know 
how I feel about the whole move­
ment. To me it is a challenge. And 
since I've been here the importance 
of it has increased many times. I've 

gotten a better understanding of it 
and the value of the whole thing 1s 
of tremendous importance." 

Such enlightened and capable 
young people so often find no place 
on the home farm which is already 
carrying a large family; they see no 
hope as tenants unde1· present condi­
tions, and no way to acquire the land 
they wish to own. Without land or 
capital where can they go and what 
can they do? 

Their predicament is, we realize, a 
part of the national problem involv­
ing our land tenure system, land use, 
farm-income and reasonable credit 
facilities. Yet we watch them, while 
specialists debate ways and means and 

Practirnl Lessons in Keith H ouse Kitchm. Photo_qraphs by D oris L"/11101111. 



the Government considers proposals, 
come out from the School with en­
larged understanding and a real de­
sire to build up a better life. \Vhat 
can we do for them? Perhaps some 
friends of our venture will be inter­
ested to help finance here and there, 
under School approval and guidance, 
individual students who have proved 
their integrity, sense of responsibil­
ity, initiative, and interest in the 
whole movement. Farms can be 
bought-marginal under present ag­
ricultural methods-but offering a 
future Jivang if properly managed 
over a period of time. As our young 
people need the School, so the chool 
needs them, if the vision of a better 
rural civilization here in the valley of 
the Hiawassee is to be realized. 

Not long ago a friend from an­
other mountain state heard me dis­
cussing the problem of finding a way 
to help our young men get a foothold 
on the soil. H e offered his own farm, 
rent-free, on the sole condition that 
the occupant should build up the soil. 
\\'e discus~ed the questions of equip­
ment, of market facilities, social or­
ganization and opportunities, a cen­
ter for advice and stimulus, a health 
service. Beyond land, house, and 
barn, he could offer nothing. 

I do not minimize the difficulties 
which face the young pioneer farmer 
who seeks to build a new life in this 
immediate region. At least, however, 

one who has been a student here will 
understand some of the prdblems con­
fronting him, and wi ll have help and 
encouragement in meeting them. He 
may be part of a cooperative move­
ment which will give him a market 
for what he produces, and through 
which he can buy many necessities. He 
can have an outlet for his social hun­
ger, in clubs, crafts, and many other 
forms of recreation. 

The School itself, however must 
have support if it is to contim:e such 
service to its students and to the 
larger movement for a better social 
and economic life. \Ve face the prob­
lem of meeting our own budget as 
we try t~ m_e~t the perplexing prob­
lems of 111d1v1duals and section. On 
the enclosed slip we have indicated 
some of our immediate special needs. 
vVe would be glad to furnish further 
information if desired; we welcome 
study and investigation. Our accounts 
are audited by \V. Bowen H enderson 
Asheville, orth Carolina. ' 

For any assistance which you can 
gi~e us we will be most grateful. We 
exist only through the interest and 
help of our friends. 

Olive D. Campbell, Director. 

"The landless worker all otJer Europe had 
t~ied to solve the land q11esfio11 by emigra-
11011 ••• But naturally e111igratio11 ca1111ot 
be fl real sol utio11. 1 t is at home I hat the 
11ew world 11111st be created." 

Jacob Lange 
Smallholders School, D enmark 
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X I look through the growing file of 
correspondence with old students, 
I am struck by two sentences 

which appear in almost every letter: 
"How is the family? Give my love to 
the family." The "family" is just the 
group of students and teachers - twenty­
five students, this year, of whom five 
from last winter were doing practical 
work, who happen to be living at the 
School for longer or shorter periods. We 
are not blood kin; we come from different 
sections; are of different ages and ways 
of thinking and doing; yet we have come 
to feel ourselves related in a special way. 
\i\1orking, playing, singing, discussing, and 
studying together, we have unconsciously 
created a spirit, a family tradition to 
which each contributes and by which 
each is guided to greater or less extent. 

An intangible thing, this spirit, yet so 
real that most of those who visit us feel 
and comment upon it. 

"We shall have much to tell our girls," 
wrote Dr. Ezekial Torres of Cuba, who 
with Mrs. T orres spent 10 days studying 
the School this winter, "of the large share 
it was our privilege and pleasure to enjoy 

School, and at the same time it is the 
most powerful educational factor in the 
School. By it we learn to recognize and 
respect other points of view, to give and 
take, to accept criticism, and to play our 
part in a group enterprise not only with 
energy and good-humor, but with real 
pleasure. I t prepares LlS for better living 
in every sphere of activity. It is building 
a basis for the cooperative organization 
which must come if the economic and 
social life of our section is to be materi­
ally better, but which can come only 
where people consider each other and 
work together toward a common end. 

"vVha t is your curriculum?" we are 
often asked. "Keenly interested in the 
world about us, in our origin and des­
tiny," we cannot go deeply into any 
subject in the four brief months of our 
winter term. Informal lectures and dis­
cussion give us glimpses of some of the 
roads over which the human race has 
travelled; we see how geography shapes 
history; we get a little idea of the part 
played by heredity and environment. 
We try to face honestly certain definite 
situations and to think through what is 

of the quiet and 
deep-flowing life of "A folk school is a large family circle, 
the group; of the the ties being spiritual rather than phys­
happy atmosphe~e ical, where all are keenly interested in 
and the fellowship h Id b h · h · · · d 
f f -1 . h t e wor a out t em, in t e1r origin an 

o a amt y w ose • th . d . h 11 k 

meant when we say 
''a better social and 
economic order." 
What shall we work 
for? How shall we 
go about it? 

bondsofunityseem in eir estiny; a group w ere a wor 
to us stronger than for the common good by developing the 
those of kinship of best powers they possess,arld giving the 
hlood." circle the full benefit of their efforts." 

No subject is 
consider9d apart 
from life and the 
work we have to do 

This spirit is the Fred C. N. Hedebol, "Cooperotion/" January, '93r to live. Agricul-



ture, simple field surveying 
and mechanical drawing 
(see illustration on cover, 
surveyed and drawn by a 
student this winter), for­
estry, shop work, cooking, 
sewing and home-nursing 
are taught in relation to the 
use to be made of them. 
Arithmetic has to do with 
common reckonings of 
every day; through the 
auditing of the accounts of 
some of our cooperatives 
it also gives an understand­
ing of cooperative savings. 

Permissio,i of Doris Ulman,r Fo,otdaJion. 

Emphasis, in English, is 
laid on training for self-ex­
pression. An interesting 
,outcome, this winter, was 
,what we dare to call folk 
drama. Each member of 
the class who was inter­
ested wrote a short play 
transferring the plot of an 
old English ballad into 
local setting. The com­
parison of versions, rewrit­
ing, selection of best char­
acters and situations, com­
bining and editing formed 
a long but increasingly ex­

Haden Hensley, one of our old students and best carvers. 

citing process. Wording, stage setting, 
and action were of equal concern. 
Everything must be true to life of the 
section, and so it was, or so, at least, the 
audience seemed to feel. 

Craft work has its practical side, al­
though its cultural, educational, and 

recreational values are as important as 
the economic. Apart from the looms 
in the craft room, from th~ rich masses 
of vegetable-dyed wools, and the shelves 
of shiniing animals ready fot market, 
stands an a~~sin~;ow of crudely-shaped 
creatures which 1e offered for sale our 



first year of carving. o carver to-day 
would think of turning in, or would 
teacher think of accepting such work. 
Our appreciation of beauty has grown in 
a surprising fashion; it is still growing 
and must always grow, though few real­
ize its slow and difficult path. Looking at 
some of his first geese, Haden Hensley, 
one of our old students and best carvers, 
could not believe that they were his until 
he saw the telltale H. H. on the bottom. 
Asked if he could increase his daily out­
put so as to secure a larger income, he 
answered in the spirit of the true crafts­
man: "I reckon I could but it seems like 
I want to spend longer and longer on 
each one." 

Visitors arrested by the sight of the 
big community room alive with rhythm 
and color, as the young people swing 
through the figures of games which have 
come down to us through the centuries, 
cannot know how many of those feet, 
now light on the floor, have learned 
through practice and discouragement 
the "Tyrolean step" or to properly "set 
and turn single." 

Behind the beauty and a part of it are 
less roman tic realities: the tedious thread­
ing-up of a pattern, the evil-smelling 
glue-pot. Oscar Cantrell, in his cold, 
ill-equipped forge, works out wrought­
iron candlesticks, tongs, hinges, and 
flower-brackets- his eyes smarting from 
smoke. Eternal scrubbing and dish wash­
ing three times a day lie back of our 
delightful dining-room with its scien­
tifically balanced and attractively-served 
meals. Clean Jersey milk means intimate 

care of animals, barns, and utensils. 
There is adventure in scientific farming 
for those who have eyes to see, but hard 
and dirty work is its constant accom­
paniment. Persistence in those easily 
"out of heart"; precision in the careless; 
self-control in the undisciplined; these 
are some of the educational values in the 
work of the School, and with them 
recognition "each day that something 
which we have been despising as mean 
and poor is high and pure and rich in 
worth and beauty." 

"Well, how was the School this year?" 
writes an old student. "I'll bet it was a 
big help to those who attended. It 
changed me over to wanting to become a 
farmer. I considered farm work very 
disagreeable before." 

Naturally we do not all see as much or 
as clearly. In proportion to what we see, 
we aspire; but I am sure that all of us 
have caught a glimpse of something by 
which to live- something which will 
never entirely fade, no matter how strong 
the pull of habit and environment. 

This spring, when we were planning 
for the last day of school, one of the 
students suggested that they try to tell 
something of what the winter's experience 
had meant to them. The idea appealed 
to the young people and Ruth Umbarger 
was chosen to express the group feeling. 

"The School has opened up a different 
side of life by a fuller appreciation of 
beaut~ through nature, weaving, carv­
in$, i lk songs, and carols. One of the 
things whi¢h has made the biggest im­
pressi~n Oti us js the whole idea or co-



operation. No matter what we do, we 
cannot stand alone, we must cooperate 
with other people. One always gets the 
most out of something he puts the most 
in. We have been especially interested in 
singing games, dairying, surveying, and 
all the class work. 

"By living as a family, we have learned 
better ways and methods of doing the 
every day things of life which help to 
make better homes, and make work a 
pleasure. Through new experiences, 
friendships, and a better understanding 
of people, we have gained much that 
goes toward making a well-rounded life. 

By discussions, we have found greater 
freedom in thought, and more confidence 
in making decisions. 

"To us, the values of beirig here can­
not be summed up now or any time soon, 
but will serve as sources of help and 
knowledge from which we may extract 
each day." 

After seven months of study we chose 
this particular region on the upper waters 
of the Hiawassee, nine years ago, because 
we believed topography and climate fa_ 
vorable for the development of a sound 
rural life. We have demonstrated on the 
175 acres of our farm now under cultiva­

tion that poor and 
neglected soil can 
be made produc­
tive under proper 
management suited 
toconditions. Even 
with much student 
labor - never eco­
nomical-our farm 
has covered costs, 
the last two years, 
and we look for­
ward to its carrying 
most of our school 
living some day. 
We have linked our 
own interests to 
those of the section 
by the initiation 
and support of co­
operatives. 

Butter churned in the cooperative creamery has meant a ash income. 
to 600 farmers during the past year. 

The creamery, 
enlarged and mod­
ernized with new 



machinery and refrigeration, through a 
loan from the Tennessee Valley Associ­
ated Cooperatives, is now an efficient 
and attractive plant. Near by it stands 
the poultry-fattening plant which Mr. 
Deschamps is pushing to completion as 
rapidly as possible. The Mountain 
Valley Cooperative, as the combined 
Creamery and Farmers' Association is 
now known, will soon be able to handle 
a finished poultry product for the farmer 
as well as his cream and eggs. Lake 
Tuck willer, our manager from Berea, has 
already raised the quality of our butter, 
but the quality of cream shipped by the 
producer must improve before we can 
make a product of the first grade. Better 
poultry and better eggs must also come 
if farmers are to get a top market price. 
The State is interested in our problem 
and is furnishing half of the salary of an 
educational field man, S. W. Mendenhall, 
who is now at work over the area- parts 
of fivecounties,covering some 125 square 
miles, which markets through the Moun­
tain Valley Cooperative. 

These developments in a cooperative 
enterprise which has cost the School 
many anxious days and nights since its 
initiation six years ago are a source of 
great happiness to us even while we 
realize how difficult are the problems 
that lie before us and how far away is 
our goal. This is pa.rt of the section 
which the Tennessee Valley Authority 
describes in no uncertain terms as one of 
worn-out and eroded lands, sub-soil or 
marginal and sub-marginal farming­
judged by production at least, and ab-

normally low per capita income. Many 
and complicated are the reasons for 
present conditions. Any substantial 
change must be slow in its beginnings, 
dependent as it is on a general change in 
point of view and practice. We cannot 
expect a rapid growth in cooperative 
understanding but the Brasstown Sav­
ings and Loan (credit-Lmion), the Farm­
ers' and Creamery Associations have been 
of substantial help to the region. 

A recent request for the number of 
families on relief in our immediate com­
munity brought us information which sur­
prised us as much as it did the inquirer. 

With 25 percent of the families in 
Cherokee and 34 percent in Clay county 
on relief, Brasstown community, within 
a radius of two and one-half miles from 
the postoffice, showed only seven percent. 
The amount put into direct circulation 
through cooperatives and School from 
March, 1934, to March, 1935, is sug­
gestive. 
School 

• Paid to 52 craft workers ........... . . . $1,794.52 
Paid to labor on farm, upkeep, construc-

tion, etc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2, I 55.91 
• local labor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,254.13 

student labor. . . . . . . . . . . . 901.78 
Cooperatives 

Paid to 600 farmers over 125 square miles 
Butterfat. . ... . . .. .......... .. 16,759.15 
Eggs......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7,149.65 

* Paid for labor in Creamery..... ....... 1,311.93 
* Paid to 31 men, through TVAC loan 

to Mountain Valley Cooperative, for en­
larging creamery, building poultry plant, 
second reservoir of 9,500 gallons, and 
new rrd ........ , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,067.36 

Comparative figures for the same area 
are no~ availab~e, nor would they indi-



cate average income. The amounts paid 
for butter and eggs are given for the 
entire territory of approximately 125 
square miles; items starred are largely 
local- that is, paid to people living 
within two and one-half miles of the 
Brasstown postoffice. 

A visitor from the State University 
said last summer, "I wish every county 
in North Carolina had a school like this." 
We wish so indeed. Economic relief is 
not enough in itself, nor good schools, 
nor social measures of one sort or an­
other. Every country section needs some 
kind of enlivening center which will in­
terpret, stimulate, radiate, cooperate, 
Jive life as it might be lived under existing 
conditions. Such a center may show 

certain tan~ible results in a few years, 
but its real influence will not be clear for 
a generation or more. 

So the John C. Campbell Folk School, 
facing conditions as they are, works for 
the future. It is a free educational 
venture which, constantly adjusting it­
self to new conditions and opportunities, 
never loses sight of its main purpose, 
which is to help individuals, and through 
them the section in which they live, to a 
fuller and richer life. We ask your help 
and support in this effort which is not 
alone for this generation but which seeks 
to lay the foundations of a rural civiliza­
tion in the future. 

OLIVE D. CAMPBELL, Director 

.. 

Such bits of shining wood spell economic independence to many a carver's family. 
Permission of Doris Ulmami Pottndalion. 
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HE John C. Campbell 
Folk School is a venture in 
rural adult education. I ts 
main objective is the enrich­

ment of country life on the basis of 
the best that folk tradition has pre­
served and the best that modern 
thought has to offer. It was organized 
in the late fall of 1925 and named in 
memory of J ohn C. Campbel I, Di­
rector of the Southern H ighland Di­
vision of the Russell Sage Foundation, 
author of "The Southern Highlander 
and his H omt:land", and a man who 
gave a lifetime of study and service 
to the mountain people of the South. 

The School is situated at Brasstown, 
a small rural community in Cherokee 
County. in the extreme southwestern 
mountain corner of North Carolina. 
T his location was chosen because of 
its agricultural possibilities and i.;spe­
cially because the citizens themselves 
asked for "a school which would build 
up th:: country and not make just 
preachers and teachers." 
• The desirability and feasibil ity of 
rural cooperation form the basic prem­
i!'e upon which the School was found­
e-.. It has therefore de liberately made 

itself a part of thi.; life of the com­
munity in which it is situared, so that 
its program is of concern to the entire 
neighborhood during the entire yi::ar. 
! ts activities fall into two main 
g ··oups: a course for young adults, in­
~rired by the folk school of D en­
ma:·k, and a wide vari<.:ty of commu­
nity undertakings-recreational, cul­
n ,rnl, educational, and economic. 

The four months between 'ov<:m­
lier l and March I, the time of great­
t .. :-t leisure on the farm, have proved 
ti1c most practicable period for the 
winter course. Stud::nts must be at 
lc;::st eighteen years old- preferably 
t\i·cnty and over. Charactl:r and a ser ­
ious desire to learn are basic require­
ment:, for admis~ion; scholastic stand­
ing is not a crit::rion. No examinations 
or credit!> are given. The course is not 
intcndt.:d to take the place of the pub­
lic school, although some elementary 
work is offered. I ts main purpose is 
to givi.; the young people ~1ew hori-
7011~, new inttc:rests, new idc} Is, wh 1ch 
v·ill enable t9em to live a richer life 
in fhe surnoundings to which they 
v:1:rc born. T...h_c, course of instruction 
is so planned that, if it mahs the 
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~·oung men and women aware of de­
ficiencies in their community, it also 
shows them the tremendous possibil­
ities of rural JJte and indicates the 
methods by which it may be dignified 
to the point of becoming interesting, 
profitable, and even thrilling to those 
who live on the soil. 

Because we believe that home life, 
based on the relationship of equals, is 
of the first importance, students and 
teachers live together as one large 
family. The necessarily "academic" 
subjects, such as history, geography, 
and literature, are taught by the dis­
cussion method and are related as 
closely as possible to life. Home eco­
nomics, agriculture, and forestry; 
wood-working, weaving, and carving; 
gymnastics, folk dancing , and folk 
singing are taught in the doing. The-, 
ory, while carefully explained, is al­
ways subordinated to practice, so that 
our students are able to say, nut "I 
know how this can be dcne", but 
rather "I have done it". 

"How many students have you at 
the Folk S::-hool?" No question is 
more frequently asked, and none is 
more difficJ1t to answer briefly. The 

wint::!r course is small; we have at 
pre::ent space for 25 students. The 
" :::chool", however, is far more than 
t~e winter course. In its larger sense 
it may be said to number hundreds of 
p::op le. Shareholders and shippers in 
the cooperatives, members of com­
n1 unity, health, and recreation clubs, 
and era£ t workers old and young­
alJ who a,·e working with us for a bet­
ter rural life are part of it. 

Th~ majority of thie winter-term 
~tudents work out their board by com­
ing earl y or remaining at the close of 
the term for longer or shorter per­
iods; they earn and learn in house, 
shop, construction work, and on the 
farm. The farm, with its continuous 
program of soil-improvement and 
stock-breeding, is not only a valuable 
educational experience for those who 
work on it; it also serves as a practical 
demonstration of how the basic in­
dustry of the section-dairying­
may be developed under local con­
ditions. 

The W?nter course and the activities 
of farm and h6me are inextricably in­
terwoven with the larger undertak­
ings initiated by the Folk School staff 



in cooperation with the community. 
. Cream and eggs from the School. 
farm are market'ed through the 
Mountain Valley Cooperative1 which 
handles the various dairy and poultry 
products of the farmers in this sec­
tion. The Cooperative also sells feeds, 
seeds, and other farm necessities, and 
operates a corn mill. Staff and mem­
bers of the community serve together 
on the board of the Cooperative. 
They serve together also in the Brass­
town Credit Union, which provides 
a means of community saving and 
makes small loans for constructive 
purposes. Though the amounts in­
volved are small, the service rendered 
is significant. AB the Credit-Union 
National Association says of us in its 
official organ, "The Bridge", "This is 
'grass-roots' service." 

On the social side, Men's and Wo­
men's Clubs widen the circle around 
the School center and work for all 
that goes to enrich the life of the com­
munity and section. Crafts, which en­
joy ever-growing favor with the local 
people, give satisfaction to the crea 
tive power and help to supplement 
farm i.ncome. '>A carver is no longer 
an idle whittler; he is a era£ tsman 

and a financial asset . 
The Schoo] holds an ::innuaJ ten­

day course in June in response to a 
steady demand throughout the moun­
tains for folk material, particularly 
folk songs and singing games. In ad­
dition to people who come from other 
sections, several from our own county 
attend. The course is really a little 
folk school, and the associations and 
discussions help us to clarify the prob­
lems of rural life and to indicate the 
ways by which we may enrich it. 

The Folk School is incorporated 
under the North Carolina law gov­
erning non-profitmaking educational 
corporations. It is administered by a 
board of directors. Without denomi­
national affiliation, it receives, because 
of its experimental and demonstra­
tion values, a modest yearly appro­
priation from the Board of National 
Missions of the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S. A., and from the Congregation­
al Church through the American Mis­
sionary Associa;ion. In main part, 
however, it is dependent upon the vol­
untary. contribhtions of those who hel 
the importance of building up a bet­
ter rural civihza6on. 

OLIVE D. CAMPBELi, Director 
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Ru th Lockman'-

Date of birth: October 14, 1903, Floyd County, Ga. 

B. s. in Home Economics, Wi nthrop College(s.c.) 
1928. 

Graduate specialization: Sociology 

Teacher of high school English and 1IoE Economics. 

Field Secretary,Intercollegiate Prohibition 
Association. 

Student assistant, Department of Sociology, 
Emory University, 1933-34. 

Candidate for M.A. degree, August 23,1934 
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