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My dear MWr, Wright:

In ¥r. Roserwuld's absence ! am sciuowledging 1/1'4’,45’
reoeipt of your letter of July 15th. .

As Mr, Fossnwald 18 on the Yest Coast at present
and will not return until the latter part of the month, I am
taking the liberty of referring your letter to the Prosidenmt -
af the Julius Roeomwald Pund, ¥r, Bdwin R, Embree¢, who I know
will give the matter his prompt attention,

T have wadas a copy of your correspondence, whioh
will be referred to ¥r, Rosenweld immediately upon his return.
I know he will appreciete very much your having written to
him sbout this matter,

Very truly yours,

~ Ea Wpllens, Seecretary to
r,fLessiag J.lkwmld

Vr, John J, Wright, Seeretary,
Arohbishop's Fouse,

lake Street,

Brighton 38, Yass.

CC = My, Bdwin R. Eabree
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ARCHBISEOP'S HOUSE

Leke Street
‘Brighton 35, Mass.

July 13, 1945

Mr. L. J. Rosenwald
Chairmen of the Trustees
Rosenwald Fund
Jenkintown, Pennsylvanie

Dear Mr. ERosenwald:

I enclose & copy of a letter I have been reluctently
obliged to send to Mr. Charles S. Johnson of the Social Science
Institute at Fisk University.

Mr. Johnson has clearly fallen victim to a canard being
circulated in certain newspapers by a militant anti-Catholic
who writes under the pseudonym of Phineas Biron, if I am not
mistaken. Responsible Jewish leaders here in Boston are pre-
pared to deny the injurious charges this individuel makes
against the Archbishop of Boston and it is hoped that Mr.
Johnson's publication will kindly review the evidence on which
it has repeated a false and damaging assertion.

With every personal greeting and good wish, I am

Faithfully yours,

(John Wright)

JIW MF Secretery
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July 13, 1945

===

‘z. Charles S. Johnsocn
Soeial Seience Institute
Fisk Tniversity-
Nashville 8, Tennessee

Dear Mr. Johnson:

I am presuming to write to you because I find your name
listed as the Director of the Social Science Institute which is
apparently responsible for the publication of a periodical en~-
‘titled, "A Monthly Summary of Events and Trends in Race Relations".

I write to ask if you are prepared to provide information with
regard to the sources of the damaging and misleading reference to
the Archbishop of Boston on page 292 of the issue for May, 1945,
of this publication? '

Quite clearly the author of this gross misrepresentation has
not seen the pamphlet to which he refers and has made no scientific
check whatever to substantiate his charge that Father Riley is one
of the "Catholic priests" who are, according to this libel, "joining
the fray" behind Gerald L. K. Smith.

I am not interested in receiving any protestetions with re-
gard to the sincerity or the lack of bias of your steff. I merely
ask the source of this particular misrepresentation so that we
Catholics may have some opportunity to evaluate the calibre of
those who are fomenting feeling against us.

Very sincerely yours,

JJW: MFP Secretary




Mr. Embree:

¥ill you be kind enough to have the attached handled,
if you feel that any action should be taken by the Fund? I have

made & copy of Mr. Wright's correspondence and will refer it to
¥r. Rosenwald upon his return.

Thenk you very much.

da

. &, Wellens, Sacretar
j !ERE’N |95 arks Hla k18 :
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July 16, 1945

My dear Nr., Tright,

In ¥r, Roserwald's absence 1 am ackmowledging

receipt of your letter of July 15th.

As ¥r, Rogenwald is on the West Coast at present
- and will not return until the latter part of the month, I am
taking the liberty of referring your letter to the Prssidemt
of tho Julius Rossnwald Fuand, ¥r. Bdwin R. Embree, who I know

will give the matter his prompt attention,

I have made & copy of your correspondence, which

will be referred to ¥r., Rosenwald immediately upon his return.
I know he will appreciate very much your having written to

bim gbout this matter,
Very truly yom.‘

E. Wellens, Secretary to
Mr. Lessing J. Roserwmld

¥r, John J, Wright, Secretary,
Archbishop's Fouse,

Lake Street,

Brizhton 38, lMass.

CC - Mr. Béwin R. Embree




ARCHBISHOP'S HOUSE '
LAKE STREET
BRIGHTON 35, MAss.

July 13, 1945

Mr, L. J. Rosenwald
Chairman of the Trustees
Rosenweld Fund
Jenkintown, Pennsylvania

Dear lMr. Rosenwald:

I enclose a copy of a letter I have been reluctantly
obliged to send to Mr. Charles S. Johnson of the Social Science
Institute at Fisk University.

Mr., Johnson has clearly fallen victim to a canard being
circulated in certain newspapers by a militant anti-Catholic
who writes under the pseudonym of FPhineas Biron, if I am not
mistaken. Responsible Jewish leaders here in Boston are pre-
pared to deny the injurious charges this individual makes
against the Archbishop of Boston and it is hoped that lMr.
Johnson's publication will kindly review the evidence on which
it has repeated a false and damaging assertion.

With every personal greeting and good wish, I am
Faithfully yours,

bt

JIW: MF ./ Secretary
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July 13, 1945

Mr. Charles S. Johnson
Social Seience Institute
Fisk University
Nashville 8, Tennessee

Dear Hr. Johnson:

I am presuming to write to you because I find your name
listed as the Director of the Scclal Science Institute which is
apparently responsible for the publicetion of & periodical en-
titled, "™ A Monthly Summary of Evente and Trends in Race Relations”.

I write to ask if yon are prepared to provide information with
regard to the sources cof the damaging and amisleading reference to
the Archbishop of Boston on page 292 of the issue for May, 1945,
of this publication?.

Quite clearly the author of this gross misrepresentation has
not seen the pamphlet to which he refers and has made no seientific
check whatever to substantiste his charge that Father Riley 1s one
of the "Catholie priests” who are, sccording to this libel, "joining
the fray"™ behind Gerald L, X, Smith,

T am not interested in receiving any proteststions with regard
to the sincerity or the lack of bias of your staffy, I merely ask the
source of this partlcular misrepresentatlion so that we Catholiecs may
heve some opportunity to evaluate the calibre of those who are
fomenting feelinz sguinst us,

Very sincerely yours,

JIW:MF Secretsry




EDGAR B.STERN
EIGHT FORTY UNION STREET

NEW ORLEANS |2 Ww'ﬂ ﬁ
July 25, 1945 g E’
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Mr. Lessing J. Rosenwald,
Alverthorps,
Meetinghouse Road,
Jenkintoym, Penna.

Dear Lessing:

I presume that you have sesn the article in this week's COLLIZR'S

by Governor Arnall of Georgis, It seems to me & most extraordinary
stetement from a Southern Covernor. You will note that he places
the ssme emphasis on the economic phase of the Negro question that

T undertook to expound at the last meeting of the Rosenwald Fund
trusteess 1 am wondering whether you or Will Alexander would have
any wey of getting the ear of Governor Arnall through some mutusl
friends, and try to get him to place this point of view before the
Southern Uovernors' Conferences This conference has been held
periodically, and I believe the next one will be held in New Orleans
in Decembers. It is my understending that it is planned to meke this
Governors' Conference a permanent, continuing body.

I am enclosing clipning from the New Orleans Item. You will see that
the editors of this newspaper, who are & really progressive end liberal
group of men, share my views that it is very doubtful that force bills
like the F.E.P.C. from & nation's capitol can successfully solve the
economic problem in the South, and instead urge that it ourht to be
teckled by independent and voluntary actions of business groups.

I cen assure you that 1 had nothing to do in suggesting this idea to
the editors of the Item. I think this lew Orleans move will be
well worth watching, and if it is successful might be effectively
publicized as a demonstration and exsmnle to other communities, both
in the South and in other parts of the country.

Sincerely,

EBStern: VB




July 30, 1945

Dear Lessings The other day our Executive Committee was

considering an appeal from the American
Veterans Committee which, as you may know, is a new veteran's
organization which stresscs interracial cooperation and gemeral
American progress as well as specific rights for the veterans.
Mr. Marshall Field made the point that it seemed to him unwise
for foundations to select any one of the veteran's organizations
for special support. He thought this might do the organisation
more harm than good., With this in mind, he reported that the
Marshall Field Foundation had declined to make an appropriation
and that instead he had contributed from his own personsl funds,
This consideration seemed to apply equally to the Julius Hosenwald
Fund.

Naturally, I am not turning to you in lieu of
the Fund but I do want to put on record that this particular
organization has a remarkably fine attitude in all of the things
in which the Fund is interested. If it could adequately finance
itself, it might become the strong G.I. organisation, and with
influence very different from the reactions of the old Legion.
Tou might want te have all this in mind if you are considering
personal gifts to any of the veteran's orgenizations.

Very truly yours,
ERE3EN

x| .L'lﬂinz w—ﬂ
Alverthorpe

Jenkintown, Pennsylvania

Epwin R. EMBREE



Julius Rosenwald Fund

Edwin R. Embres Will W. Alexander
President 4901 ELLIS AVENUE Charles 5. Johnson
Dorothy A. Elvidge CHICAGO 15, ILLINOIS Directors for Race Relations
S tary and Compt Fred 6. Wale

Director for Rural Education

. Willlam C. Haygood
E R} E Q _ i Director for Fellowships

L] 3

(N

July 30, 1945

Dear Lessings The other day our Executive Committee was

considering an appeal from the American
Veterans Committee which, as you may know, is a new veteran's
organization which stresses interracial cooperation and genersl
American progress as well as specific rights for the veterans.
Mr. Marshall Field made the point that it seemed to him unwise
for foundations to select any one of the veteran's organizations
for special support. He thought this might do the organization
more harm than good. With this in mind, he reported that the
Marshall Field Foundation had declined to maske an appropriation
and that instead he had contributed from his own personal funds.
This consideration seemed to apply equally to the Julius Rosenwald
Fund.

Naturaelly, I am not turning to you in lieu of
the Fund but I do want to put on record that this particular
organization has a remarkebly fine attitude in all of the things
in which the Fund is interested. If it could adequately finance
itself, it might become the strong G.I. organization, and with
influence very different from the reactions of the old Legion.
You might went to have all this in mind if you are considering
personal gifts to any of the veteran's orgenizations.

Very truly yours,

ERE:EN “:EEEEZEZ ! .

Mr.{Lessing J.}Ro 1d )7
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Jenkintown, Pennsylvania xo
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Dear Lessings The Negro Worker asked about in
the enclosed letter, is based
on an excellent idea. It is stressing much the
same thing that the Fund promoted through the
Hold-Your-Job movement -- the disciplining of
Negro workers to thei:r responsibilities as well
as their rights. Unfortunately, I think this
little publication has not been attractively
enough edited to hold the intercst of many resders,
and I doubt if it is performing any very significant
job.

My recommendation is that you
meke a non-commital reply, or send no letter at all.
I know that the seme letter has gone to = con-
siderable number of people. It is just one degrse
removed from a form letter.

hr:_r truly yours,

-pwiN R. EMBREE |

ERE; 80
Enc.

Mr mms}%_
Alvertho: Ty

Jenkintown, Pennsylvania



o August 9, 1945
s

Desr Lessing: At the spring meeting of the Board, the

- Finance Committee provided funds sufficient
to mateh the total of our obligstions for an eighteen-month
period and sufficient cash to meet our expected payments through
the summer without the need of selling any of our government
holdings. A new set of charges and obligations have ccme into
the eighteen-month picture by new appropriations by the Executive
Committee and by the lapse of time since April(and consequent
inclusion of obligations formerly eighteen months awayl And our
cash position has been reduced by heavier payments than normeal
during these summer months, especially payments on fellowships
and $75,000 of our $100,000 allocation to Roosevelt College.
(You see, we are following your admonition to eppropri:te and pay
a8 clesr needs call.)

I em enclosing the comptroller's statement of
our cash position as of today. 4s you will see, we need more
cash fairly promptly for current payments. And to belance pledges
payeble within the next elghteen months, we need additional funds
in excess of $200,000.

Both situations would be met by the sale of
eround two thousand eshares of Sesrs stock. If you think this is
not & good time for such a sale, we would need to have some of the
government obligations trensferred into cash. We seem likely to
need at least £100,000 for current payments betwsen now and the
autuen meeting of the Board.

Very truly yours,

Ebpwr
ERE: S0 N R. EmBreg

Ene.

Loaain Rononualg
thor

J enkintown, Ponnaylvmia
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~August 10, 1845
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¥r, Bdgar B. Stern,
840 Union Street,
New Orleans 12, la,

My dedr Edgar:

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter
of July 206th, enclosing the article from Collier's by
Governor Arnall, together with the newspaper elipping from
the New Orleans Item, “oth of which I found extremely ine
teresting.

I think your ideas relative to stimulating
Governor Arnell's policies are oxcellent. Frankly, I do not
know the best method of spproach. I am sending your corres-
pondence to Edwin Embree and asking him to recommend the best
method of procedure,

The committee formed in lew Orleans seems to
be a well founded one, snd I hope that some successful oute
come will results I shall be glad to have you keep me posted
on this matter,

‘It might interest you to know that we have
recently established a voluntary medietien board in
Philadelphia, consisting of six members of industry end eix
of the important labor leaders, who will endeavor to mediate
labor disputes. We have no Govermmental muthority or becking
whatsoever, but we have been working with Covernmentel authori-
ties and they heartily approve of our effort, This mediation
board has been in the making for over a year, and we shall
probably start functioning shortly after Labor Day. I am
hopeful thet we may be able to make some contribution to the
settlement of labor disputes through this procedure.

Edith was delighted to have had en opportunity
to chat with your Edith yesterday on the 'phone, and to hear
news of you and yours. She talked to all of the out-of-town

children and grandehildren, or sew them in person, with the Ry —
exception of Robby's baby and Scotty. She had ft/'nvf' hnppﬁ N 7
birthday. ri ‘ y
rN_Jl_J_ J [
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¥r, Bdgar B. Stern -

The news this morning of the Japanese surrender
terms is not only terribly exoiting, but brings with it the
profound prayer that peace agein may soon be established.

¥ith best regards, I am

As ever,

“ont L .ﬂogﬁém‘_'n
' ORIGNAL aigNED BY 1L ERSING {4,
LJR¢EW
CC = Mr, Edwin R, Enbree
s ‘ i K r"f == }
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CallForN. Q. Fair

NONTE

Employment Meet

Participation by the Association of Commerce Manu-
facturers’ Committee in a representative conference on
fair employment practices in New Orleans, was authorized
at a largely attended meeting of the committee yesterday
in the A. of C. building. | s

Industrialists who employ col- move toward a solution of em-
ored as well as white workers ployment problems. l
composed the bulk of those at-| POINTS WAY

tending the meeting. By resolu-| poth Mr. Moore and Rev. Vin-
tion they asked John W, Moore.|cent O’Connell, S. M. chairman
committee chairman, to appointgog tll:e laboriindustry department
< : of the Catholic Committee of the
a special committee for the pro- South, said that the editorial points
posed ‘conference. the way toward a constructive
An editorial which appeared in|treatment of fair employment
The Item on June 15, calling for|practice problems on a voluntary
voluntary action on the part of  basis.
employers and unions in working| 1In part the editorial said:
out a code of employment ethics| wjf for 1o other reason than to
in lieu of federal controls, Was oo calm and impersonal discus-
cited as the incentive for this new sion, we suggest that one way to
the desired end might be for our
. commercial and industrial organi-
Uc S. Slle Sll]l( zations and our labor unions to
- appoint delegates to a conference
11 J S]ll 8 on fair employment practices; that
ap P these delegates select a committee

WASHINGTON, {UP)—Amer-‘m draft a code of employment

jcan submarines have sunk 11 more ethics for the future of this city
Japanese vessels in Far Eastern and state; and that this code be
waters, the Navy announced today. [Pt into practice, so far as possi-

The bag included four small com- ble, with such amendment as fu-
batant craft. ture experience may suggest.

Vessels destroved were two QUESTION VITAL
minesweepers, two patrol escort| Representatives of the Central
vessels, one large cargo transport,|Trades and Labor Council, the Re-
one medium transport, three ‘?maurgional Committee of Industrial
merchant vessels and two freight-| Grganization, the Urban League
ers. and other interested labor unions

This brought to 1174 the num-|and organizations will be invited |
ber of enemy ships sunk by Amer-|to take part in the fair employ-
jcan undersea craft in this war.|ment practices conference at
This total includes 144 enemy war- | which the special committee of
ships. manufacturers will represent the

Today5s announcement of sub-|Association of Commerce.
marine scores was the first since| The manufacturers’ committe2
early this month, when the sink-|meeting held yesterday, according
ing of 10 Japanese vessesl was an-[to Mr. Moore, was the outcome of
nounced. (See Conference, Page 2, Col. 6)
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Conference
(Cont. From Page 1)

a meeting held recently to con-
sider the need of a conference on
fair employment, This preliminary ||
meeting was called by Father
(’Connell at the request of Ralph
Nicholson, president and publisher
of The New Orleans Item,

“Our committee and the Lou-
isiana Manufacturers’ Association
consider the questions raised at

0t Tt ) R L -

-

S R R R

John W. Moore

1

o. ¥. Fayrotl Ralph Nicholson |:I
that meeting so vital to our mem- |
bers who employ colored labor
that we decided we should take upll
the matter of being represented in|;
future discussions,” Mr. Moore ex-|]
\plained. ]

The date of the proposed fair !
employment practices conference, :
and the personnel of the special|.
manufacturers’ - committee which|
will parficipate in it. will be an- |
inounced in the near future, f

Reporting on ' the preliminary.
meeting held recently, Mr. Nichol- |
son said it was decided that “in|
the interests of employers and em- ||
ployes of union spokesmen and of]
spokesmen for the colored people |;
lo get together to see if by mml'l
.actmn something could ‘be done.
lin New Orleans for the benefit nf|‘
all econcerned. »n

“1 am confident that New 0r~|
leans can be as enterprising asq
any city in the United States, in.
working toward improved condi-
tions," Mr. Nicholson added.

Clifford . Favrof, co-owner of |
Ithe Dorn Roofing Co, told the
\meeting of his satisfactory ex-|
perience in the campaign to raise |
funds for a Negro YWCA here, and |-
{that he knew much could hel!
:'qamed through the Negro pnpu!a-'-
(fion being made aware that lead- |,
i mg business men were cuncerned
in their welfare.

Father O'Connell stressed thel
deonomic liability to the cily as
‘ta whole of inadequaté housing and|
}]wmg conditions for the WNegro
‘| population. The enlire community
'would benefit through the Negroes
I'who represent one-third the popu-
lation, having emplovment at ade-
‘lauate wages, he said, They lotaled
200,000 of the consumers of the!
i city, he pointed out.

.. The crux of the matter was
| wastage, Father O'Connell said.]
Since the start of the war, 3,500.-
1000 persons had been lost fo the
| South because they couldn’t find
| opportunity here, and they are not
tall Negroes, he said.

| “New Orleans should fake the
Hlead in eliminating discrimination
{in employment,” said Mr. Moore.
If voluntary action by the citizens
were not taken it might be handled
through TFederal or state inter-
ference and that would not be
nearly as satisfactory. he believed.

Improved living conditions
through belter housing would do|,
much foward improving the atti-
tude of the Negro toward his re-
| sponsibilities, Mr. Moore said. He
{also believed much could be gained
| through some sort of tribunal at
which Negroes could state their
grievances. “The desired object is|:
|economic equality,” he added.
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Well Begun Par

Since the calling of a conference on| Wi
the formulation of a voluntary code of | of M:
fair employment practices for the New |well ]
Orleans area follows a suggestion first heari
put forward in these columns, it goes| desig
without saying that we heartily ap- cence
prove the movement thus initiated.|actor
Adoption of such a code is' a more in-|mult
telligent approach to the solution of soun
such problems than the enactment of|ing
regulatory legislation, whether this be|der
federal or local. bein;

No date has yet been set for the first |ance
meeting of the conferees to whom the| 8¢
actual working out,of the plans will [ilar
fall, although it is generally assumed |Blu
that mid-August will find the dele-{On °
gates in session. These will include|leac
representatives of the Manufacturers’|anc
Committee of the Association of Com-|bac
merce, the Central Trades and Labor|Wel
Council, the local CIO, and various wel- | farc
fare agencies. The spirit in which these |aba
organizations have approached the| 7T
proposal is admirable. to

But we also think the community as |PrC
a whole should be sharply aware that|den
this is an issue which concerns most |tair
employers and employes. Henee almost |the
everyone has a direct interest in the|to'b
conference sessions and the discussions|the
there carried on. From that standpoint |ably
the importance of these meetings can|bom
hardly be exaggerated. out ¢

No one, we think, would care to chal-|fiasc:
lenge the statement that a code of fair CurTe
employment practices, voluntarily for-|out
mulated, adopted, and adhered to by tory.
any community, is a desirable thing on
its own account, apart from any effect CO
it may have in making federal FEPC
legislation unnecessary. As far as New| U
Orleans is concerned, the job of bring- ne
ing such a code into being is now well ;ﬂ
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begun, But the real task still lies
ahead.

The Foster Case
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«As To Fair-EmpIt:x'yme\nt Practices

2. When President Truman let it be

W

\

known that he favored permanent
deral Fair Employment legislation,

e remarked that it would be interest-
ing to see him try to put such a pro-
posal through in his home state of
Missouri. We now read that one of
Mr. Truman’s own immediate neigh-
bors, Congressman Slaughter of Kan-
sas City, hurried back to Washington
in order to cast the deciding commit-
tee vote which turned down the Presi-
dent’s recommendation,

An obnoxious invasion of state rights
by paternalistic action in Washington
is thus averted for the present. Buf
the issues which brought the Fair Em-
ployment Practices Committee into
being are not settled. They should be.

The primary goal of the FEPC is to
assure Negroes equal opportunity of
employment and equal pay for equal
work, as these are enjoyed by others.

Intolerance and bigotry cannot be
defended in logic. Neither can dema-
goguery, however. Particularly is this
true of those who on the one side prom-
ise the Negro the world with a fence
around it, and on the other seek to in-
flame prejudice against him, depend-
ing on which side they feel their politi-
cal bread can best be buttered.

Straight thinking about a problem

that has vexed mankind for ages must |

disregard the mouthings of all such
extremists, and focus its attention im-
personally and without bias on the real
issue involved.

We have opposed national FEPC

legislation on principle, as violative of |

state rights. Louisiana has no desire
to tell Idaho or Delaware how to legis-
late on its labor-problems, and doesn’t
want Idaho or Delaware to interfere
in ours. For the time being, such na-
tional infrusion has been shelved. And
we feel reasonably sure that it cannot
be revived by Congressional legislation.
But the fact remains that if the need
of supervision for fair-employment
practices exists, we should do some-
thing constructive to satisfy it—mnot
merely because otherwise the specter
of federal interference will again rise to
plague us, but because it is the just,
and therefore the proper, thing to do.
Opposition to equal opportunity for
employment and equal pay for equal
work can’t be defended in principle by
logic or equity. Granted that some
sort of supervisory authority is need-
ed, now that Congress has left the
matter to the individual states, we can
think of only two workable methods
for it. One is legislation exacting
compliance. The other is a voluntary

‘”'\-\

T
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organization of employers and unions,
working through a committee much
as a bar association or a medical asso-
ciation operates to safeguard what is
defined as professional ethics.

Legislation holds out little hope for
success. Our legislature does not meet
until next summer. Conditions which
may call for remedial action could con-
ceivably become acute before another
year has passed, which would leave
everybody losers in the end.

Moreover, it can’t be denied that rab-
ble-rousers snatch at straws to inflame
human passions, and inflexible legisla-
tive formulas, in a domain influenced
so largely by human emotions, offer
demagoguery most fertile ground for
sowing its evil seed. That opportu-
nities of this sort are invariably ex-
ploited—again with every one finally a
loser—is a matter of record.

If for no other reason than to open
calm and impersonal discussion, we
suggest that one way to the desired
end might be for our commercial and
industrial organizations and our labor
unions to appoint delegates to a con-
ference on fair-employment practices;
that these delegates select a com-
mittee to draft a code of employment
ethics for the future of this city and
state; and that this code be put into
practice, so far as possible, with such
amendments as future experience may
suggest,

It should be borne in mind, however,
that equality of opportunity means ex-
actly what it says. It is not a Utopian
guarantee of manna to be conferred
on deserving and undeserving alike.
Recipients of wide opportunities must
thereafter prove themselves worthy.
Should a worker's performance dem-
onstrate his unfitness to cope with
duties assigned to him, it is just as in-
equitable to demand he be retained be-
cause he is a Negro, as it would be to
deny him the opportunity to prove his
qualifications in the first place. And
a co-operative attitude will = achieve
more than can ever be gained by trucu-
lerice. Meantime, colored folks should
address themselves in good spirit to
their existing tasks and assignments.

Louisiana could speak emphatically
against the sham of national legisla-
tion abolishing the polltax, because
Louisiana has long since abolished that
meaningless nuisance of her own ac-
cord. Louisiana'’s voice will carry all
the more weight against federal intru-
sion into our local employment situa-
tion, when we can proclaim that the
issues here ha;qu':'already been recog-
nized, and—we hope—met and solved.
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REVOLUTION DOWN SOUTH

BY ELLIS ARNALL GOVERNOR OF GEORGIA
As told to Walter Davenport

Georgia’s brilliant young gov-
ernor speaks out bluntly on
the economic evils and politi-
cal absurdities that have
plagued his native Southland,
and presents an aggressive
plan for getting rid of them

HE South has lived too much in the
I past. It's time she rejoined the Union.
She is entitled to be back in the house
of her fathers. For her political and eco-
nomic reverie the South has been paying a
huge price. We have been content to blame
many of our woes on the rest of our country,
particularly the North, the damyankee.
Gentle warnings, subdued alarms, polite sug-
gestions have failed to awaken the rest of the
nation to the fact that here is a great economic
frontier, crying for development. Growing
pains have not yet awakened all of our own
populace here in the South to our great po-
tentials. It’s time to make a rude noise.

The narcotic that has been keeping the
South in her twilight sleep is poverty. Her
evasion of reality, her self-pity, her inertia
have given her bad government, filled many
of her important political offices with dema-
gogues and incompetents. Here and there
thieves who wentinto office penniless emerged
millionaires—even went to prison for their
racketeering.

Since the War Between the States (the Civil
War to the cold bread country), the South has
at times given the rest of the country reason
to think of some of her governors as clowns
and of some of her legislatures as dominated
by charlatans and scalawags. The South has
sometimes elected to office noisy quacks and
fantastic scatterbrains. Able men have had
difficulty in being heard or seen in the bur-
lesque played by some of our leaders.

To these latter misrepresentatives of the
people of the South, her poverty and the
ignorance begotten of poverty have been po-
litical capital. Men as mentally and spiritu-
ally benighted as the meanest illiterate voting
for them have won and held office on no
other issue than race and religious prejudice.
Intelligent and liberal minds in the South
have gone about proclaiming all this for
years, They have named education as its cure
—education and then more education. This
education they say would close public office

to the prancing demagogue. It would open
the purblind eyes of those of our electorate
who have been unconscious of the awful truth
that they are being denied the benefits of a
democracy for which they are called upon
now and then to die.

But thus far, few forthright, aggressive
moves have been made to attack the source
of Southern poverty which in turn is respon-
sible for all the ills afflicting our people. The
ennui, the mental inertia, the unawareness of
many of the voters and bigotry have, on
occasions, flowed into state capitols, into
legislatures and county and municipal offices,
because our people have shunned the rigors
of hard reality, have done the very human
thing: sacrificed possible gains to immediate
peace,

What they got was not what they wanted.
It was—well, what they got. As governor of
Georgia I shall cite my evidence in Georgia,
ask you to listen to the people of my state.
Not that this is Georgia's story alone. What
Georgia has been, what she has had forced
upon her, what she wants, will come to all the
Southern states. So let's look at Georgia back
in 1942. And it won't be unprofitable for
Southerners to superimpose the picture on
their own states—try it on for fit, say.

Georgia was ruled by a dictator whose
chief ambition was self-perpetuation in office.
The state was being pictured in the theater, in
literature, in classrooms as Tobacco Road.
Georgia to the outsider meant chain gangs,
peonage, pardon racketeering, Ku-Klux,
crackerism, race prejudice and bankruptcy.
It was a gross libel on the people, but only an
overblown picture of their government. With
undeveloped resources and wealth reaching
out begging for cultivation, Georgia, in finan-
cial ruin, had a state debt of thirty-six million
dollars. Within the next twelve months this
debt will have been paid in full.

A great part of this absurd debt was of a
current or floating character. The legislature
had surrendered all control of state finances

“Much of the bad government
we've had in the South cian be
traced to bigotry and intoler-
ance, in office and out,” says El-
lis Arnall, Governor of Gegrgia

LEONID SKVIRSKY

to the governor, who was—believe it or not—
authorized to spend the entire revenue of the
state in any manner he chose. The governor,
who never lost an opportunity to demonstrate
his unfitness for such power, had become a
member of almost every state board or com-
mission, or had been given arbitrary power to
veto all decisions of such boards and rewrite
them to suit his own personal convenience.
Even a competent governor has no right to
such absolutism. And no man can exercise
such power without presently accomplishing
his own ruin.

It was my predecessor’s bigoted efforts to
impose his personal prejudices on Georgia’s
state school system that finally awakened
the people to the fact that he was their enemy
—not their friend. Awakened, they began to
take stock. And having taken stock, they re-
moved him from office. These people are
still awake. My predecessor was more than
anything else a rabble rouser. And he discov-
ered that there was no rabble to arouse—any-
way, less rabble than he had thought.

A House Cleaning in Georgia

Overnight an aroused public took inventory
of itself, its financial plight, its government
and governor. College students, their parents,
school faculties, newspaper editors who saw
in this governor-dictator’s efforts to abolish
academic freedom a direct attack on free-
dom of thought and speech, all entered the
campaign of 1942 with an unprecedented
energy. . L /

And then the man who had held Georgia’s
destiny in the hollow of his hand, shrewd to
see portents of political doom, dragged forth
that last resort of so many misrepresentatives
of the Southern people—race prejudice.
Georgia, stung to swift action, gave her an-
swer to this demagogue and to a skeptical
nation. Government from Tobacco! Road,
by Tobacco Road, was overwhelmingly de-
feated.
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Swiftly, too, the new legislature divested the
governorship of dictatorial powers. Only a
few old-school politicians failed to under-
stand what was happening. In my campaign
I said that to the best of my ability I'd be gov-
ernor, not a dispenser of political preferment,
a creator of a personal political machine. I'd
be governor in the governor's office. The
Governor's Mansion, my home while in office,
would be just that—my home and not a po-
litical sideshow. But one morning after my
election, there stood a group of politicians at
the front door of the Mansion, [ reminded
them of my campaign promise, to run the
office of governor at the governor's office, in
complete publicity., They went away. But
some of those gentlemen do not yet under-
stand.

Then they came to me with requests for
favor, for acceptance of their candidates for
certain appointive offices. They told me that
they had helped make me governor and that
they would presently send me to the U.S. Sen-
ate. 1 told them that I had no political am-
bition® further than to lead my state as best
I could out of her political disorder; that I
didn’t want to go to the Senate; that I didn’t
want even to succeed myself as governor;
that all I wanted to do was to restore demo-
cratic order in a governmental setup that was
most indulgently called chaos. But some of
these gentlemen are having trouble under-
standing this, too.

In the twenty-four days immediately after I
took office, Georgia's legislature broke all
emancipation records. They are days of
which Georgia boasts, which would honor
the annals of any state in the Union. With-
out a dissenting vote it purged the governor’s
office of personal control of the state’s
finances. It removed from a governor’s politi-
cal whim and prejudice the management of
the state’s university and public-school sys:
tem. It killed the pardon racket, creating a

‘prison and parole board of competent men

(Continued on page 71)
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EUROPE'S HANGOVER

BY W. B. COURTNEY

On V-E Day there were
about 5,000,000 displaced
persons in Germany., Our
Army of Occupation expects
that most of them will be
home by Christmastime.
Here’s how it's being done

RADIOED FROM PARIS

AIN screened the autobahn as we trav-
eled northward from Mannheim
toward Frankfort. It was not the

felicitous rain of a promising spring. It was
a dull thick rain, pushed by a soggy wind. It
dripped from low clouds that ripped their
bellies on the fir and pine woods and hung
like dirty laundry over the fields. We hud-
dled in the open jeep and were cold and wet,
and Bill Reeder said, “Why in hell did I ever
leave Miami?" This was a Sunday morning
at the end of May, but it was autumn in the
life of a once great land.

Yank doughs had fought up this highway
short days before. Their tanks had ribbed
its grassy shoulders. Their shells had crinkled

the face of the bordering forest. Their rifle-
men had trampled the underbrush to cleanse
it of snipers. In some places the parked mid-
way of the autobahn had been leveled off
with green cement and used for jet planes.
Here were signs of all the measures and
countermeasures of war's futility—and now
its wreckage.

But chiefly there was living wreckage—liv-
ing, moving, pallid wreckage. It washed up
and down the margins of the autobahn in a
dragging tide. 1t was composed of people of
all sizes, ages, races and varieties of gar-
ments. A few had bicycles. Some pushed
handcarts. The majority, however, rolled
baby carriages.

The baby carriage is the sorriest joke in
Europe today, for you never see a baby in
one. There is supreme irony in this, too.
Hitler wanted them filled with the chubby
roots of his “Reich to last a thousand years,”
Instead, they are filled with pots and pans
and tools and all the impedimenta of no-
mads. There were shivering maids, and
youths in shorts, with legs blue and raw.
There were released German soldiers with
their army packs and cut branches for walk-
ing sticks.

You knew the true displaced persons by

the bulk of their clothing and the magnitude
of their bundles. A man wearing two or
even three suits, a woman wearing several
dresses and a couple of coats and carrving
more were not unusual sights. None seemed
to want food. Their want lay sadly deeper,
and you could not touch it with your pity
but could only surmise that it was for coun-
try and home and news of loved ones. Hav-
ing once seen the wandering lost millions of
Europe, vou could never forget them. even
as you could never fully know what thoughts
were in their minds or what lumps were in
their hearts. In the rain and wind, they were
a steamy, abject porridge of human woe.

Then you saw him. What drew your atten-
tion was that he walked alone and unsharing.
We halted the jeep and got out and tinkered
casually so as not to frighten him off. He
trudged in the peasant manner—slow, pa-
tient, docile and aimless. His eyes were
downcast but the bait of a cigarette stopped
him. He shielded it from the rain with a
shovel-like hand while he smoked. He did
not look at us, but at the jeep. You asked
him in German how he liked it.

Now he glanced at us for the first time. It
was a brief, sullen appraisal. He said that
he considered the German jeep—the Volks-
wagen—was better. He said this with meas-
ured defiance, and it established his dignity,
and now you were free to ask him where he
lived. He asked was it true, as one heard,
that the Americans had already built a bridge
at Mannheim where people might get over
the Rhine to France. We said yes. Then he
said he was French and that he wanted to
cross the river so that he could walk to his
home in the south.

It would have been rotten to question him
in French. So you let him talk on in his
awkward, fumbling German with its unmis-
takable glide of a Slav tongue. You had
known full well from the beginning that he
was Russian, for he might have been cut
from a page of Gorky.

But so many people in Europe lie nowa-
days that, unless it is your business, you do
not badger them. He refused a K ration,
patting one of his bundles significantly. He
took another cigarette, lighting it from the
stub of the first, then hitched his load and
walked away, still alone and furtive.

We drove on. This is a story that can
have no ending. It entails a bookkeeping of
human lives for which there can never be a
final entry. While it is one of the biggest
hangovers from the war, propaganda has
bent it out of proportion, and certain factors
are now coming home to bedevil the winners.
It creates problems that Americans, commis-
erating from afar, will be apt to judge with
sentimentality rather than understanding.

In the Tradition of Warfare

Europeans are not as shocked by the gen-
eral plight of displaced persons—except, of
course, their own nationals—as you are.
They incline toward matter-of-fact acceptance
of it as something in the tradition of almost
ceaseless warfare on this unhappy continent,
and most of them are a result of some long-
forgotten prior displacement, anyway.

Who are the displaced persons of Europe?
They do not include prisoners of war, or
political and racial persecutees. They were
not among those kept in Buchenwald and

Frenchmen leaving the Reich had their fill of looking at ruined towns and cities. They thought that home would be different. It wasn’t. These people have just
arrived at St.-L6 from Germany. They found desolation and silence. Millions of displaced men and women and children are returning home to scenes like this
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Revolution Down South

Continued from page 17

independent of any future governor’s dicta-
tion, It reformed Georgia's infamous prison
system. It adopted an amendment to the
constitution giving the right to vote to eight-
cen-year-olds, and the people in the follow-
ing elections accepted it.

The legislature appointed a commission to
write a modern constitution., Then it ordered
an honest inventory of the state’s resources
and responsibilities. The result of this latter
was that today Georgia as a people’s common-
wealth is divided into seven well-managed
panels—Agriculture, Education, Government,
Health, Industry, Public Works and Trade,
Commerce and Business, Thus the state was
given back to its people. Thus, too, Georgia
has*become thoroughly acquainted with it-
self, knows its weaknesses, its shortcomings.
its potential strength, and awaits the postwar
days with confidence. It knows what it has to
do if it is to free itself of its enemy—poverty
—and all poverty's ill-begotten brood.

Tobacco Road may not become an Eden.
Every sharecropper hovel may not be trans-
formed into an enchanted cottage. Long-
neglected and eroded farms may not blossom
like the rose. The important thing is that at
last Georgia is admitting that her social and
economic as well as political sinkholes have
existed and still exist. And she proposes to

Talmadge—CGeorgia renounced him

do something vigorously remedial about
them. The whole South must do the same
or be content with exploitation, poverty and
lazy government.

The South has suffered with inferiority.
She has been humbly grateful for the crumbs
from the North's table. The average Ameri-
can annual income at the time of Pearl Har-
bor was $604. 1In the South it was 3314,
The average Negro income was considerably
lower. No plan to cure the South of its ills
will succeed which does not make that differ-
ential its first order of business. As long as
a large segment of our population is so far
down the economic scale, the South will not
thrive.

The so-called race question is an economic
one, not social, Pay the Negro good wages
for his work, give him the opportunity to
demonstrate his own capacity to learn, work
and earn, give him his Constitutional rights
and you have solved this distorted so-called
race problem. Only the demagogue tries to
make political capital of social equality, of
racial intermarriage. Let’s not confuse our-
selves and the issue with such absurdities.
And let's make very sure that those who for
one reason and another try to confuse us
with such claptrap do not stop us of the
South in the job that lies immediately ahead,

The South can help herself! She can and
will when she finally refuses to be exploited
and to exploit. For years, the South, through
her Governors Conference has petitioned the
Interstate Commerce Commission to rewrite

the freight-rate structure which prevents her
from industrial competition with the North,
which gives Northern capital almost com-
plete domination over the South through
absentee ownership.

Under this unfair, collusive and unconsti-
tutional setup, a few Southerners have grown
rich but the people as a whole have grown
poorer and poorer. Largely due to freight-
rate discrimination are the South’s public-
school deficiencies, the ill-health of her
underprivileged, her lack of adequate hous-
ing and, in brief, her lopsided economy.

Annually the South made her plea for re-
lief, The records in the ICC offices took on
great bulk. But that’s as far as it got. The
ICC did nothing. Our officials shrugged their
shoulders, exhibited the palms of their empty
hands and in too many instances went back
into their dozings, saying that there was
nothing to be done about it.

Lazy government. Had nobody thought
of going into the courts, charging that their
people were being deprived of their Consti-
tutional and legal rights by the railroads?
Apparently not. Or, if they had thought of
it, what or who interfered with their doing
so? Was it politically expedient and profita-
ble to subside after a few futile gestures?

I shan’t attempt to answer these questions.
I am much too busy preparing to argue Geor-
gia's case (and thereby the South’s) in the
United States Supreme Court. That body has
agreed to my request that it sit as a jury
listening to the State of Georgia argue that
injury is being done to her citizens by reason
of these industry-benumbing freight-rate dif-
ferentials, conspiracies and discriminations.

An Example of Discrimination

I shall take the chance that you may have
grown tired of hearing about these discrimi-
nations, Very briefly I shall give you a few
examples. In general. the Northern and East-
ern manufacturer pays a freight rate 39 per
cent less than the Southern manufacturer.
This differential was decided upon by the
railroads who found it more profitable to do
business with the East and the North. There
was more trackage outside the South. North-

ern capital had interlocked Northern indus- |

tries and Northern railroads. The South, it
was agreed, was to remain a raw-materials
source, nothing more. If she were to develop
industries, she would consume much of her
own raw materials, thereby upsetting the
Northern scheme of things. That this meant
poverty and bad government in the South was
—well, none of the railroads’ affair.

Georgia (and thereby the South) is asking
the Supreme Court whether or not an injury
is being done her citizens when an Atlanta
shoe manufacturer must pay the same freight
rate to ship his product to Chicago—a dis-
tance of 728 miles—as it charges a Boston
manufacturer who is 977 miles from Chi-
cago? Why should it cost fifty per cent more
to ship, say, a storage battery from Jackson-
ville to Washington than from Chicago to
Washington, six miles farther? The Interstate
Commerce Commission suddenly admits that
the setup is unfair. Suddenly, after all these
vears, it rules that beginning August 30th,
rates for the South shall drop ten per cent,
and rates for the North increase ten per cent.
Why? At last we are awake, fighting,

The South has no exaggerated illusions
about her future. She does not ask for in-
dustrial development, for example, at the
expense of any other section of the country,
She agrees with those in our federal govern-
ment who say that there can be no interna-
tional peace unless the peoples of war-ruined
countries are re-established commercially
and industrially. She merely asks that in the
meantime she is not denied the right to
balance her economys reduce her poverty,
enjoy the prosperity that the world at large
is entitled to.

We know that many of the South’s war-
born industries will close when the war ends.
We know that we must avoid sudden postwar
booms. We want no industries unsuited to
the section. We understand the dangers of
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the inflation of values that follow such il-
logical movements.

But with the elimination of unfair and diss
criminatory freight rates, certain industries
will inevitably come to the South—woolens,
wood pulp, ceramics, plastics, metallurgy.

This is not the outcry of the professional
booster. No informed Southerner looks to
increased sectional industrialization to solve
all the South’s social and economic prob-
lems. But gradually, with individual incomes
of the workers on a parity with the rest of
the country, with the opportunity to work and
earn present, state governments will decrease
their tendency to be one-ring and sometimes
one-man circuses, The days when a new gov-
ernor’s first activity was to build himself a
fishpond with state funds, to substitute fish
fries for public hearings on welfare pro-
grams, to build his political fortunes on
hatreds, prejudices and ignorance—such days
are fading out.

Georgia's new constitution will write into
her fundamental law the prohibition against
the already discarded poll tax. It will place
but two qualifications upon the right of all
Georgians to vote: that they shall be at least
eighteen years old, and that they be literate
enough to be able to understand what they're
voting on and about.

Much of the bad government that we've
had in the South can be traced to bigotry and
intolerance, in office and out. In any society
plagued by poverty, there are those living at
a bare subsistence level whose antipathies
can be fanned into flaming hatred of those of
another race, whom they see as competitors.

The entire racial problem in the South is
economic, at its roots. *The Race Problem,”
spelled with capitals, is something else again.
It is an invention of unscrupulous dema-
gogues, usually scalawags serving nonresident
masters bent on exploiting Southern resources
and Southern workers.

Make the South genuinely prosperous, so
that there is economic opportunity for every
citizen. white and black, and the two races
will live on friendly terms. The low income
of the South is responsible for the squalid
housing, the inadequate diet. the disease and
high mortality rate of the Negro citizen. The
ten million Negro citizens of the South are
not a special, separate problem. any more
than they are a special and separate resource.
They are part of the South, and their eco-
nomic welfare is a part of the section’s eco-
nomic welfare. They are entitled to decent
housing, decent clothing. good schools, eco-

nomic opportunity and justice, With every
increase in the prosperity of the section, the
friction between the races diminishes, Wipe
out poverty, and the friction will become
negligible. And the demagogue will be
robbed of his chief stock in trade.

Looking around the South you can see a
number of rather sorry results of demagogic
government. Here in Georgia's Governor’s
Mansion there is a small symbol. On the
sideboard is a magnificent silver service, given
by the State of Georgia many years ago to the
battleship Georgia, now decommissioned.
When the ship was broken up, that silver
service was returned to the state. On taking
office, I found that it had never been paid for,
and the 1943 assembly, a generation late,
voted the money to be paid to heirs of a
silversmith who was driven almost into bank-
ruptcy by the something-for-nothing methods
of the demagogues.

It's Not Good—It's Bad

It isn’t good to see a state plundered openly
by a political mob, the governor going to the
penitentiary as a common thief, presently to
be welcomed back on his release with a testi-
monial dinner. Tt isn't good to hear the
screams against abolishing the poll tax, com-
ing from politicians who are afraid that the
men overseas fighting for their right toscream
may vote them out of sinecures. It isn’t good
to hear people talking about States’ Rights,
without any mention of States’ Responsibili-

ties to their citizens and to our common
country.
But the South is waking up. We like the |

sweet smell of mdgnulm blossoms and honey-
suckle and gardenm and the song of the
mockingbird, but the New South regards them
as pleasures not as opiates, We like the
dreams of stately manor houses, of heroes, of
incorruptible gallantry wooing women of
melting beauty, while the banjos strum happy,
haunting, plaintive melodies from the snow-
white cottonfields. They are nice dreams, to
while away the hours between making the
turbines turn or terracing the new pastures.
But the New South 1s'waking up and is going
to work in a world of reality to achieve her
proper destiny,

The rest of the country is slow to realize
this new emotional maturity of the South, We
are still greatly'misunderstood We can't ex
pect not to be, perhaps. But we are ielling
you.
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terms, Get our \aluabe opuge *Law Trlunma Tor l.caderahlp
und *Evidence’' buoks FRE] mid for them N

LASALLE EXTENSION uNI\l’ERSI‘I‘Y 417 South Dearborn Stree

A Correspondence Institution Dept. 740-L Chicago 5, III.

PULVEX
FLEA POWDER

Ja:% @‘

InDﬁ SATISFACTION
JOR MONEY BACK
HOTEL LOWRY
S§T. PAUL, MINNESOTA
4=GARAGE + COFFEE SHOP




August 13, 1945

Dear Lessing: Herewith is & brief statement

concerning the American Veterans

Committes about which you have asked. Of the

wany organiszations of veterans of World War II, this
one has the most clear-cut program of I‘nterest in all
the American people as contrasted with interests

in veterans alone, or in any special category of
Americans. If this committee could become TLE
importent orgunization following this war, it would
have a very different influence on the country

than the Legion did during the past generation.

ERE;: 80
Enc.

Very truly yours,

Epwin R. EMBREE

lr.'Leaaiﬁh‘g§;§§=;;d..

AL ry
Jenkin Pennsylvanis

I'm getting away for a couple of weeks at our Cgnadian

camp.
shape.

I think the office is left in efficient, self-running
I can be reached at camp if anything serious arises.

Greetings to you and yours.




Mr. Lessing J. Rosenwald
Bdwin K, Bmbree

August 14, 1945

The American Veterans Committee (AVC)

The brosd purpose of AVC is to achieve a liberal,
democratic Americs, participating fully im an interustionsl organ-
ization for world pesce. This purpose, they {eel, can best be
built on a program of "What's good for the country snd a majority
of its citizens is good for the veteran." Speeific goals toward
which AVC is working are listed in the enclosed copy of their
Statement of Intentions. This Statement must be ascribed to
befors sny veterzn can join.

AVC became an organization in Janusry, 1943, when Charles G, Bolte,
wounded in the battlie of El Alamein in North Africa, became
Chairmen of the Planning Committee. This Planning Committee of

13 members was formed to guide the volicies of the organization
until its members should return after the war. A national office
was established in New York, at 554 Madison Agyenue, to which Lillian
Smith gave about #3,000 for orgenization and development. The

Kew York Chapter publishes a monthly Bulletin, sent to all members
in the United States and overseas. Loc 1 Chapters have been [ormed
in 16 cities in this country, and there are about 9 Chapters oversess.
The present membership is ebout 5,000.

Men and women in all branches of service, including
Merchant Marine and Allied Forces, are eligible for membership,
while they are still in service as well as when they become
veterans. The organization makes no distinetion as to race, color
or creed; in fact, being liberally slanted, it tzkes a positive stand
on this issue.

The National Office, under the guidance o!f Charies Bolte,
is at present prepsring a detailed program of future activities to
be used in the rzising of funds which are necessary to build the
present skeleton organization into an effective, liberal, veteran
force.
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|_ A Ti;_e'bina of the Hxecutive éommittee of the Julius Rosenwald Fum{']\/l il s

was held at the Standard Club, 320 South Plymouth Court, Chicago, on é‘] Wafw
Wednesday, July 25, 1945, at 12:30 ofclock. ) M«‘V et C"-’L“‘ﬂ o0 Tan Wb Q.
Present: Edwin R. Embree, chairman, Marshall Field, and [ .'_.f,:pT :?Eu_ug
Leonard M. Rieser. Cm k on ‘ : :JM. Ot mcﬁn\'a
11, ﬂ

Absent: A. Richard Frank, Bernard J. She

Dorothy A. Elvidge, secretary. 1llml89 ”E OHUISGII | ub-maj e

During the sessions were present as guests: [tub 1154““1 (VLruq =
Charles S. Johnson and Vandi V. Haygood. . '

A
|
|

- e e e -

In the absence of Miss Dorothy A. Elvidge, APPOINTMENT OF
. TEMPORARY SECRETARY (v 44

*

secretary, Mrs. Vandi V. Haygood was elected secre- ..
wua.wv% GM«{J& kot
tary of the meeting. \q ds wa“ut‘&ét bt o do. % ,\Alfu.‘

Coutinun wnbin Thie Shosdedls WW K

It was reported by the officers that WEST GEORGIA COLLEGE
there remains a balance of $15,000 in an authoriza- \M F'%ﬂv‘!ﬁﬂ

tion to the Executive Committee, approved by the Trustees in March, 1944, for ﬁ‘i(‘-

appropriation to West Georgia College. The officers recammended that this %/q,r
amount be converted into an appropriation payable over the next two years.
Whereupon, it was on motion -
RESOLVED That the officers be and they hereby are authorized to eppropriate
_— not to exceed Fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000) to West Georgila
College (to be charged against Authorization #44-A), it being
understood that payment shall be made over a two-year period as
follows: 1945-46, Ten thousand dollars ($10,000); 1946-47, Five
thousand dollars ($5,000). |
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An appeal was presented from Everett C. WEST COAST
RADIO PROGRAM
Parker of the Congregational Board of Home Missions IN RACE REIATIONS

for an appropriation of $8,000 to underwrite the costs of a series of radio
programs, to be presented over West Coast stations, on the problems of
minority groups in that region. The West Coast Federation of Churches will
gponsor the proposed programs. It was emphasized that the estimated cost of
the programs is $10,000, of which $2,000 has been pledged by the American
Migsionary Association of the Congregational Church. It is expected that
other contributions will be forthcoming from church groups, the amount
of these contributions to be used first, with the Fund and the A.M.A. to
be called upon only for such part of the underwriting as is not met fram
local sources.
After extended discussion, the following resolutions were on
motion adopted:
RESOLVED That the sum of Five thousand dollars ($5,000) be and it is
N hereby appropriated for a geries of broadcasts on race relations
on the West Coast, under the sponsorship of the West Coast
Federation of Churches.
RESOLVED That the officers be and they hereby are authorized to appropriate
P not to exceed Three thousand dollars ($3,000), in addition to
Resolution 45-25, to meet the cost of the above-mentioned series
of radio programs, should the balance not be received from other

sources.
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It was reported by the officers that appeals APPEALS FROM

AGENCIES WORKING

are received from many local and national organizations, IV THE FIELD OF
RACE REIATIONS

same Of which are primarily interested in race relations,

others of which affect race relations as part of a more general program.

There was extended discussion of general policy for the Division of Race

Relations toward such agencies. The Executive Committee recommended that

no policy be established, and that each case be judged on its merits.

An appeal from the National Camittee on HWATTIONAL COMMITTEE
ON HOUSIIG, INC.
Housing, Inc. for a renewal of the $15,000 grant made
by the Executive Committee on May 5, 1944, was reported. It was reported
that the National Committee on Housing, Inc. had received grants from the
Fund of a total of $30,000. After some discussion it was decided not to meke
another grant at this time.

- e e -

It was reported by the officers that the YWCA, NWATIONAL
STUDENT COUNCIL
Student Division of the YWCA had made an appeal for
$6,000 to provide funds to invegtigate and evaluate the work which has been
done by YWCA student groups in "efforts to extend democracy for minority
racial and religious groups." In discussion it was agreed that this appeal
be refused. The suggestion was mede that the recent grant of $3,600 to the
National Board of the YWCA for a person in the field of race relations made
from the Division of Race Relations'! fund for Studies, Publications, and
Special Projects be increased by the sum of $2,400 to care for additional

expenses that might include the Student Council work.
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An appeal from the Citizens Committee on CITIZENS COMMITTEE
ON PUBLIC EDUCATION
Public Education of Atlanta (affiliated with the
Atlanta Urban League) for funds with which to carry on a campaign to equalize
opportunities for white and colored children in the Atlanta public schools
was reported. The officers pointed out that the Fund had contributed $1,000
to this campaign on March 8, 1945. After discussion it was agreed that the

Fund should make no further contribution to the drive.

- e e o e

A request was presented from the Metropolitan METROPOLITAN
HOUSING COUNCIL

Housing Council of Chicago for an appropriation to imple~
ment 1ts housing program, in which the need for better and unrestricted housing
for minorities is stressed:

The following resolution was on motion adopted:
RESOLVED That the sum of One thousand dollars ($1,000) be and it is hereby

45-27
appropriated to the Metropolitan Housing Council, Inc. for its

work in the field of housing.

A request was presented from the National NATIONAL PUBLIC
HOUSING CONFERENCE
Public Housing Conference of Chicago, an organization OF CHICAGO

dedicated to slum clearance and the erection of public housing for low-income
groups, for funds to supplement its current budget.
The following resolution was on motion adopted:
RESOLVED That the sum of Three thousand dollars ($3,000) be and it hereby
- is appropriated to the National Public Housing Conference of
Chicago for the two-year period, 1945 and 1946, not more than Two
thousand dollars (§2,000) ‘of this sum to be spent by the Confer-

ence for the current year.

- e e =
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A request was presented from the American Veterans' AMERTCAN

VETERANS'®

Committee, Chicago chapter, for $1,000 to implement its local COMMITTEE

program designed to promote veterans' welfare and to help its growth as an
interracial organization. Mr. Field stated that he believed it would be
unwige for the Fund to sponsor officially any single veterans' group. After
some discussion, it was agreed that the request should be refused.

- e e e -

An appeal was presented from Fellowship House, an FELLOWSHIP
interracial center in Philadelphia actively engaged in a i
program of education to promote better race relations, for a contribution from
the Fund toward its annual budget.

The following resolution was on motion adopted:

RESOLVED That the sum of One thousand dollars ($1,000) be and it is hereby

45-29
appropriated toward the operating budget of Fellowship Houss.

- ey = = =

A request was presented from Flerner House, Indian- FIANNER
apolis, Indiana, for the sum of $3,600 a year, preferably for e
three years, to pay the salary of a person occupied in educating people to
the self-help method of providing housing for low-income families. Upon
discussion, it was agreed that the request be tabled until the program could

be more fully investigated.

The President reported that total funds of COMMITTEE ON MASS
EDUCATION IN RACE
$25,000 were needed by the Cormittee on Mass Education RETATIONS OF THE
AMERICAN FIIM
in Race Relations to produce and distribute a motion CENTER, INC.

picture now being made under the direction of that Committee. The Fund is a

supporter of this Comnittee through the American Film Center. In discussion



E-7/25/45 MINUTES OF JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 1033

it was agreed that no funds should be appropriated until the script and the
entire project had been approved by the Committee on Mass Education in Race
Relations.
Whereupon, it was on motion -
RESOLVED That the officers be and they are hereby authorized to appropriate
oy a sum not to exceed Ten thousand dollars ($10,000) to the Committee
on Mass Education in Race Relations to agsist in the cost of produc-
tion of the first picture approved by the Camnittee, at such time as
a formal request is received from the Cammittee.

A request for funds to enable Provident Hospital PROVIDENT
HOSPITAL
to take advantage of the Federal Works Agency's offer of a
matching grant under the Lanham Act of $119,000 was presented to the Cammittee
by Mr. Rieser. The purpoge of the grant is to add thirty-nine beds to the
hogpitalts facilities, and to carry out basic rehabilitation projects. It
was pointed out by the President that the Fund had already made two "final"
grants to Provident. However, it was sgtated that hospital authorities felt
that the additional beds would bring Provident to a size considered efficient,
and put Provident on a sound operating basis, and that no further appeals
would be made to the Fund.
The following resolution was on motion adopted:
RESOLVED That the officers be and they are hereby authorized to appropriate
s the sum of Thirty thousand dollars ($30,000) to Provident Hospital,
Chicago, Illinois, to be paid on a dollar-for-dollar basis, for the
purpose of adding 39 beds and carrying out specified rehabilitation

projects.

Adjourned.

Secretary



September 13, 1945

Dear Lessing: I have read the protest that you
recently wrote on our minutes sheets
against our "talking =nd thinking in terms of minority
groups" snd I remember that you made this peint at one
of our Trustees meetings. While I agree with you that
the thing we want i1s equality of righte &nd reasponei-
bilitiss of each individual, tha fact iz that our
presunt sy:zlem discriminates not on the basis of the
individual, bul on the basis of an individual's member-
ship in the partiecular group. For exsmpls, reziriccive
cuovenunte are not against undesiruble individuals.
They ars ageine® anyone, however meritorious, who
happens to be a Negro, or & member of other non-
Caucssian groupe. Other restrietions and discrimina-
tions are ageinst membors of given races or relizions.
In the South actusl state laws segregate by race.

I do not see how ws cen combat
group diserimination on en individuai™asis. I think
we should constantly stress the desirebility of =qual
rights and responsibilities for ell individuals, but
rsalistically it seems to me we have to recognize and
attack diseriminztions as they actually exist,

I suggesi that we give some time to
discussing this at our next Trustees' meetirg. Cer-
teinly if there are more effectiv: ways of getting
equality of opportunity in this country, we went to find
mm.

Very truly yours,
ERE380 Epwin R. EMBREE
Mr{ Lessing J. Rosenwald

Alwerthorpe o
Jenkintown, Pennsylvania




October 1, 1945

Dear Lessing: Doctor Alexander happened to run

onbo the enclosed statement in a
book by lac]’.ver: well-known sociclogist at Columbia.
Since it has some comments on the question of discrimina-
tion by groups as contrasted to indivicuals, 1 thought

i1t might be an sdcdition to our discussion of this

point.
Very truly yours,
m X " | = =
gﬁt t—-b‘v'w‘i'i 'h\. Ll'\"tu;‘_f‘:kﬁ

Mr.\Lessing J . Rosenwald
Alverthorps Gallery
Jenkintown, Pennsylvania




From GROUP RELATIONS AND GROUP ANTAGONISMS, by R. M. MacIver

The great revolutions of the past proclaimed the rights
of man. We have got to restate that proclamation for our world of
today. It was all right for the individualistic eighteenth century,
and the individuslistic nineteenth century to proclaim the rights
of man, individual man, citizen man. If we are going to be realistic
in our different age we have got to proclaim these rights in & new
manner, We have got to think now of the rights of groups, which is
also perhaps the most important part of the rights of man. We have
got to restate the rights of men as members of groups. That needs
to be insisted upon, and that is an ideal, a practical idesl, to be
striven for, the ideal that no group be prejudiced because it follows
different faiths, different traditions, different ways of life, differ-
ent goals, within the all-embracing unity of the common country and
the common civilization.

To work in practicel ways by attacking discrimination where
it appears, that seems to me to be the first and most important thing

we can learn.



Re attached:
WWA says to submit to the
Board at the November meeting

end open it uwp for discussion.

-
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Mr, Bdward G, Budd
2450 Hunting Park Avenue

s qly |

Philaéslphia, Penns-lvania

My dear Mr, Budd: e

e~~~

B

I am writing you, according to rour instructions
as I wish you to have Mpo;'tant facts, .

First, let me express my genuine gratitude for your
courtesy. You will remember my being introduced by Gen, Charles
Pe Sum erall of the Citadel, Charleston, South Carclinas, Cone -
gressman Je Pe tichards, Drs, Charles ., Endman, Princeton, Hew
Jersey, and ilex 8, Clements, Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania,

On April 10th, 1944, I made "Foundert's Day Address®

for a most wort negrot:onoge-% ustrial

College, ilock s South Carolina,

iton Normel and Ind

It is named for one of the two Negro Clinten 3rothers
who became 3ishops : onee slave bors, in lancast

lina, COne «lways

ived in Lancaster ( for hinm

thls

South Caro=
college was

nemed ), and the other did a great work in Charlotte, North Caro-
lina, I kmew him, They were both most highly rcspected by

white and blaelk,

This collese had a bad fire two winters

Oy

des-

troying one of their four buildings, whe e their Library wis

also rooms for L usinz twenty-eight boarding pupils.

Through

friends, 4 carried them over two hundred books and zot several
mmndred gifen them while in Cleveland, Ohio last Aususte

in dock Hill, South
Carolina, I sav the ent situation and "The Creater Challenge"
for "lost Effielent Service to the Negro Race."
pn%vuiminmymindandheart. Immediately I urged most
en - - d

AS soon a8 I %t on the

(1) = Move out
" (2) - Seecure large Farm

A

(3) = Have an entire new ﬂr‘ Jﬁ' L

il

P (g Werdy filae

» dﬂ‘*MI‘ of |

The Holy Spirit




D
{4) = Have all trades taught that your lace can enter,

(5) - Above all everything that effects Farming, Dairy-
&mﬁcm. Poultry, Piggery, Scuabs, Rabbits,

(6) « Train Cooks, Malds, Dressmekers, Tailors, Butlers,
Chaufferus, as well as Teachers and other Proe-
fessions,

(7) =L ut_my mervelous extensive end intens:
o ‘*‘nr* his, raise the
3 'll or H . 3. Il
o Bhe Clory o
SLLLULLOR ORO Cellbe

Now I wish to ask you to .e one of three to get your
company %o rut over Traet No. 1 in Section 1 of the enclosed Pro-
gran known as Carhartt Plantation having 935 aecres; also, fourteen
hous- s, including Superintendent's House, "Briar Cottage™, one
chimney alone cost $11,0003 ercellent plumbing; total muatian
$40,000 or more; one l.a.rgo silo, several other buildingsj
consideravle %imber, 1,500,000 feot 15 ostimated amount, cm:latm
of pine, oak, poplar, walnut in small quantities, and lots of cedar;
2% miles Catawba xﬂ.‘VQJ.' froatage; excellent bot.ton lands for eornj
deep six inch well; large reservolr holding forty thousand gallons,
Iﬂncn m Ue Se ﬁighway 20 , five miles from ilock iill, South

ro

I wish to make a most earnest appeal for this nost
worthy Negro institution, which,with this New Plant,will render
great service, Thare is a mﬁ entrance to the 1argo Traet
Noe 1 (on the ock Hill, Cherlotte Highway) but not sufficient;
Tract No, 2 will give us a frontage of a mile and a half or more
orth.'m s anl Tracts Nos, 35 and 4 some one-=quarter to one

a total of at least two miles frontege on this
most ﬂrminent Hizhway. Now i= the time to zet it, Now this
Tract No, 2 has nmoe t excellent pratures, excellent soil, a-
crfps can be raised, There i3 a& Nock Ilniry Barn,' uhieh houses
now some twenty-five registered Guermnser Cows, Nearby, a large
frame barn, a one stooy residence of some six rooms and out-houses,

llnw!.ng your grea construction work before and during
I wish to ask that you see that 8$12,333,353 is givem to
ahj.s excellent tract of 835 acres., There is time to lose,

m chocks are made payable to "Clinton Normal & Industrial Colleze.”
Mr, Vialter L. Jonkins, head o the .eal Estate Department of The
Peoples National Sank of doek Hill, South Carolina, is a v
high class gentleman, He drove me over the above tracts of 1
with Mre Co L. Cobb, whose letter I enclose, He will handle all
of this transaction without churging Clinton collosa one cent,

Rock Hill, south Carolina

to this Instiwtlm the mou;

my -clunble, extensive and 1nten.uw
can wisely hnm.




- ,
for your nob].e eooperation 1n this far seeing -

Hoping
construction work ,
[ e

Contral Branch t.n.c,a.
1421 Arch Strest
Philadelphia 2, Pennsvlvania
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Reve Alexander Sprunt, D.De
m.’tm, 8" ﬂ_.

I am heartily in sympathy with my dearly beloved friemd,
The Reverend George H, Atkinson, in his labors, for they
are always expended in the Masterts name and for Iis Glorye

What appeals to him in this vggard apppall to me, and I wish
for him every encouragement and success.

He is one of the most untiring workers for the Cood znd True
that I know of.

I have imown him for many mrs', and I most heartily comiend
him to one and all, :

Charleston, S, Ce ‘SYIGHED Alexander Sprunt -
' The Late Pastor Imeritus
7irst Presbyterian Church




George L. Robinson
2424 Orchard Street
Chiecago 14, Illinois

July 2, 1944

To whom it may concern:

Among the 1,700 more or ls s wio have .
passed through my classes in Hccormiox Theological Seminary,
few men have posgsessed the selfesacrificing spirit of Rev,
Geoe He Atkinson, who is now emngaged in the difficult work of
helping a needy institution to repair a heavy loss,

. I believe Mr, Atkinsen to be worthy of
all confidence,

Sincerely,

(Reve Professore-iBmeritus) Gesorge L, Robinson

Ps Se I trust this mey help vou,.

Comdially yours,




o . THE CITADEL
THE MILITARY COLLEGE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
CHARLESTON,  SOUTH  CAROLINA

Cols Os T« Bond
Deoan

May 21, 1932

The Bearer, Rev, George H, Atkinson, has been
known to me intimately for many ysars, in faet, ever since
he was a college student at the Citadel in the nineties., I,
therofore, spsoak from knowledge when I say that he is in every
way worthy of the confidence and esteem of those with whom he
makes associntions, He is 2 man of energy, Enthusiasm, Cood
Sense, end Ability. S |

He has, besides, hed a wide e‘xpe%uoa in rducational
and ileliglous work, and he has a most attraective Persomality.
Whatever he is interested in, will, I anm sure, be worthy of
the consid ration of those with whom he may oo .

Respectfully,

Signed by 0. J. Bond,
the late dean, and ;omr Pregident
of the Citadel




PAGE TRUST COMPANY
Raleigh e Ce

April 1933

Honorable Cordell Hull
Secretary of State,
Washington, De Ce
Dear Cordell:

This letter will be presonted to you by ny friend,
The Reverend George Atkinson, Presbyterian Minister who iz a
native of Virginia, but at present in South Carolina,

' ire Atkinson, besides being a minist r in the Prese
byterian Church, has devoted his life to the building up and
strengthening of Iducational Institutions. He is one of those
- rare men who has forgotten himself and apent active ysars in
altruistie work for the betterment of menkind,

I commend him to you as one of those unselfish
individuals of whom there are a few left in the world and any

courtesies shown him will be appreciated by

Your friend,
(sizned) - ROBERT N. PAGE

{Former momber of Congress).
Brother of Ambassador Walter Hines Page




EULA KELLY MOMAN,
TREASURER

LAURENCE C. JONES,
FRINCIPAL
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FRIENDSHIPS
—The Backbone of Democracy

I wonder if all of you can realize how deeply grateful I am for
the opportunity of visiting Piney Woods and becoming acquainted
with its students and faculty members. Although this is my first
vigit to this beautiful and interesting spot, the name of Piney Woods
has been known to me a long time. My father, Mr. Musser, has
been actively connected with Piney Woods for many years and, when
I was a small child, some of the members of the Piney Woods
School visited us in Minnesota; consequently, I always hoped that
some day I could visit you people and see for myself how you live,
what your interests are, and what things in life you enjoy most—for
oddly enough, many of us know very little or nothing about the
various racial groups in America. We have, I am ashamed to say,
adopted the attitude of living apart from each other spiritually.
The meaning of Democracy, or Fellowship, has escaped us: and
it had to take a long, brutal, and costly war to make us aware of
this fault within the boundaries of our civilization. Now that
Victory is coming our way, we must dedicate ourselves to bring
about a just and lasting peace both at Home and Abroad. We are
all, individually, responsible for seeing that the Peace we want will
embody the principles of brotherhood-love and appreciation of our
Fellowman; and, to me, the best way in which we can bring this
about is to become acquainted with each other. I think it would
be a wonderful idea if schools could organize clubs where students
would have opportunities to get together and to feel free to discuss
whatever they feel as important toward a better understanding.
They could ask groups from different parts of the Country and else-
where to visit them and talk things over. I have noticed that many
young people are shy about making friends on their own, but do
so easily when they can belong to a social organization. Such or-
ganizations could be sponsored by the schools and churches. The
reason I stress this point is that many adults and young people at
home have asked me how associations of this kind can be made
under ordinary circumstances. Another idea in this respect is or-
ganizing a Correspondence Club where students of all nationalities
can write letters to each other in which one tells the other and vice
versa about himself, his home, and his interests. Several schools
have organized Correspondence Clubs with very successful results.
These clubs, however, are for the most part connected with Foreign
Language Courses. When I was studying French in college, 1 be-
longed to a club of this kind in which we all wrote letters to French
girls and boys our own ages. We would write our letters in French
and they would answer in English. This naturally helped us both
learn the languages. Usunally these letters would be read aloud in
French Class, and this helped the other students to broaden their
knowledge of various sections of France since each French cor-
respondent lived in a different city or province. There are many
young people in Minnesota who have never met Negro boys and
girls and whom, I am sure, would appreciate an opportunity of this
kind. Why not organize a Correspondence Club and give us an



opportunity to know you? It's lots of fun to have “Pen-Pals,” and
one of the nicest ways I know of to make friends.

1 have always wanted to know people and make friends. As a
little girl, it used to distress my mother because I would often bring
home from school with me children whom she had never seen.
Usually, they would be children of poorer families who were popu-
larly supposed to have no cultural background, but I found out that
the poorer a person was in possessions, the deeper oftentimes was
his understanding of humanity because he had to learn early in
life how to get along with all kinds and types of people—his very
existence depending on his ability to cope with all sorts of situa-
tions from which people with money are often spared. Life to
him thus had a deeper meaning and brought him in closer touch
with his environment. He learned how to develop his own talents
and resources despite his so-called “Social Handicaps”; and, at the
same time, he learned understanding, tolerance, and pity because
he could see that others who mistreated him because of race or
social standing did so through ignorance, thoughtlessness, and fear.
I well remember how I was “snubbed” in High School hecause a
little Jewish boy who felt sorry for my having to carry home so
many books offered to help me with them. I couldn't understand
why my classmates felt as they did until I found out that for some
reason or other one shouldn't associate with Jews. Of course I
wanted to know-why, so I began to read about the Jews. I learned
about the wonderful contributions they had made to our Civilization.
They gave us the background of our religion, developed many won-
derful methods in science, made many outstanding discoveries in
medicine, and produced many fine musicians, writers, painters, and
sculptors—and then I found out that, because they were supposed
to have crucified Christ, that God had made them outcasts and there-
fore unfit to associate with Christians. Then, when I read of the
terrible sufferings and tortures they had to endure from these
same Christians because they didn’t worship God as the Christian
worshipped Him, I wondered that Christians could call themselves
Christians and do such eruel things. I didn’t see that it made any
difference to God how people worshipped Him provided that they
lived in accordance with His Law—whether they believed in Christ
or not—and then slowly I came to see that Man, not God, had been
the offender, and that Man because of his frantic desire to make
himself better than any one else had developed these cruel theories
to cover up his own unworthiness. Some years later I became ac-
quainted with a lovely Jewish girl who was an extremely talented
pianist. T met her through my piano teacher at a concert in which
she was soloist, It was like listening to a fairy, because she seemed
to enchant the piano keys in such a way as to bring forth the most
glorious music imaginable. At intervals, I would find myself erying
because the music was so beautiful. It could only come I thought
from a beautiful spirit. I felt I just couldn’t be happy until I could
know that girl. My teacher took me back stage—a fact that impress-
ed me immensely because, for the first time in my life, I was going
back stage to meet a real-for-sure-artist. I found her to be as
charming as she was talented; and the mystery '_f.i:_lfl;l_,ls that draws



one to the other made us become friends in a second. Thus be-
gan one of the most beautiful friendships I have ever known. It
was fun to visit her and her family during a Jewish holiday. The
customs and beliefs that are involved in these holidays have a very
ancient historical background and are extremely interesting. Many
of these beliefs are said to have come from ancient African cul-
ture. 1 have always been interested in finding out the origins of
certain customs and habits we believe in and use. Science is still
unable to find out how long mankind has existed on this planet of
ours. Many civilizations existed before the Bible came into being.
I was very happy to be able to talk to this friend and her family, for
I learned many things. Since then, I have come in contact with
many Jewish people—some of them I have liked very much—others
I haven't liked so well, but that is true of all people I have come
in contact with. We are all human beings with the same good
points and bad points. It isn't who you are that counts—it's what
you are! Congeniality, or mutual interest, is the foundation of all
friendships. My friend died when she was eighteen years old on
the threshold of an outstanding musical career. For her sake, I
have continued my study of music.

In 1938 I commenced my studies at the Juilliard School of Music
in New York City. In order to give myself every opportunity to
make contacts, I became a member of the International House.
There, for the first time in my life, I met people from all over the
world—the Americas, Europe, Asia, Africa, and Australia. What
a colorful sight it was to see all these people in their many bright
and gay costumes gathered about in the lobby or in the dining
room. It was here, also, that I first met our American Negroes.
There are not many Negroes in Minnesota and none in Little Falls
where 1 live; but I had seen Negroes on trains and in restaurants
and I always wondered what sort of people they were, They seemed
to look different from the usual run of associates I had come in
contact with and I felt a little shy in their company; but it wasn't
for long for again the mystery that helps us make friends helped
me here and I became acquainted with several charming young
people—students like myself, only in different educational fields.
They would take me to many interesting places in New York City-——
places that I had never heard of or seen. These spots of interest
were mostly in Harlem, the Negro section of the city. I heard of
many famous Jazz orchestras and saw many interesting performers
of the theatrical world—among them Calypso Singers from the West
Indies who compose songs and poems on the spur of the moment;
Ethel Waters; Lena Horne; Fats Waller; a fine musiciai as well as
Jazz performer; at one time a pupil of the late outstanding pianist,
Leopold Godowsky; Canada Lee who is appearing on Broadway in
the Shakespeare play, ‘““The Tempest'”; Anne Wiggins Brown who
starred in the Dubois Heward play, *Porgy and Bess'; and Paul
Robeson who played ‘“‘Othello.” I have met Canada Lee and Todd
Duncan, another leading performer; and Anne Brown is a very
good friend of mine. She is now doing serious concert work and
has had much success in that field also. She has a fine Soprano
Voice and a charming personality. I hope that some day you may



hear her. Another fine Soprano is Dorothy Maynor. One doesn’t
hear of her so much these days; but, two or three years ago, she
appeared several times in New York City and my friends introduced
me to her and took me to some of her concerts, Her artistry is
outstanding; and there are few, indeed, who do not enjoy her
singing. Recently, one of my friends, a young lady named Miss
Carol Brice, made her debut as a singer at Town Hall in New York;
and she received excellent notices in the leading New York papers,
Her voice is a cello-like Contralto, and she has every promise of
becoming a great singer. Another friend of mine, a young violinist,
also a student at Juilliard, shows considerable promise in her field
and has appeared in concerts throughout the United States. Her
name is Miss Penelope Johnson. There is one other Juilliard friend
of mine, Miss Carol Elanton, an outstanding pianist, who heads the
piano department at Dillard University in New Orleans. These mu-
sical friendships have naturally been a marvellous source of en-
couragement and inspiration to me and have educated me, in the
best and nicest way possible, to the awareness that God is to be
found in each and every one of us and if we keep the desire in our
hearts to seek Him in the hearts of His children who inhabit the
world around us and of whom we are a part as well, we shall always
find Him.

One of the most wonderful events of my life was the time one of
my International House acquaintances took me to hear the greatest
singer in the world today, Marian Anderson. My friend knew Miss
Anderson and, after the concert, we went backstage. I really
had “stage fright” then. I found Miss Anderson to be one of the
most charming persons I had ever met. I made up my mind then
and there that I wanted to have her for my friend, too; so, whenever
I had a chance to hear her in recital, I'd go backstage; and, in this
way, I finally got my wish. Through her I got to know her lovely
family in Philadelphia—her mother and two sisters. When one
of her sisters, Miss Alyse Anderson, heard that I was going to talk
to you, she very kindly offered to help me get my talk ready, and
s0 there is a part of her in it, too. Others, too, have contributed
many helpful suggestions and they all send their congratulations
with mine upon vour graduation. I have met several fine people
through the Andersons—Miss Emily Kimbrough, author, and Miss
Anderson’s accompanist, Mr. Franz Rupp, and his wife who live
in New York and have entertained me many times at their apart-
ment are among these associates., Mr. and Mrs. Rupp are from
Europe and during the Nazi occupation were forced to flee to this
country of which they are now citizens. Mr, Rupp is probably the
greatest living accompanist in the world today.

One of the most interesting friends I know is Philippa Duke
Schuyler, pianist-prodigy. Her father is George 5. Schuyler, New
York editor of the Pittsburgh Courier. Her mother is a portrait
painter, and an authority on nutrition. Her comment as to the
why and wherefore of Philippa's genius—for this amazing young
lady is gifted in the scholastic world as well as in the world of music
—is that a diet that consists mainly of raw foods is responsible.
Be that as it may, Philippa has accomplished’ many remarkahble




things in her short life and has received many honors for her
efforts. I firgt became acquainted with her when she was seven
vears old. One of my International House friends took me to hear
Philippa in a piano recital at Harlem School. This little artist
looked like some tiny edition of Snow White in her long white vel-
vet dress and red slippers on that big platform. I wondered that
she would even be tall enough to reach the piano—much less play
it; but play it she did—her tiny fingers fairly flying over the keys.
Much to my amazement, I found that a large part of the printed
program was devoted to her own compositions. A note at the bot-
tom of the page informed me that Philippa had been composing
since the age of three. Her compositions were like Philippa her-
self—short and sweet, but entirely independent of any outside help,
Many of them were inspired by events that happened to her in
every day life. There was one amusing piece called *The Cock-
roach Ballet"—depicting the life and tragic death by insecticides
of a cockroach, but the audience was told not to feel too badly
because cockroaches go on forever. Fortunately, during intermis-
sion sheet music containing five of her compositions was on display
and I bought four or five copies to take home to my little piano stu-
dents whom I work with during the Summer. 1 felt that it would
be interesting for them to see what a youngster their age could
do. My pupils were thrilled with these pieces and, as I did not
have enough to go around, I wrote to Philippa’s mother asking her
to send me more. Mrs. Schuyler not only sent me the extra copies
but invited me to visit their New York apartment; so, when I re-
turned in the Fall to New York, I spent my first evening with the
Schuyler family. Philippa devoted herself to me, played the piano,
and talked to me about many things—but especially about her doll’s
house and dolls whose furniture and doll clothes she had made her-
self. The evening went all too quickly. When Philippa was ten,
the Girl Scouts of Little Falls, Minnesota, and I arranged for her to
appear in a concert at the Little Falls High School during Easter
week, The concert was a tremendouns success, and my little piano
pupils and others in the audience were wild about her, and all
flocked backstage to meet her. Receptions and parties followed—
among them an Easter egg hunt and a snowball fight. As a result,
Philippa made many warm friends and the Little Falls children
gained a new playmate, During my many stops in New York, I
have been a fregquent visitor at the Schuylers and have met many
interesting people through them—among them, Mr. Clarence Cam-
eron White, violinist and composer, and his charming wife who
writes fairy stories for children, and a young lady named Miss Hale.
Miss Hale is a dancer with the Katherine Dunham Dance Company.
Miss Dunham and her Dancers specialize in African, West Indian,
South American and North American Folk Music and” Rhythms.
This company has appeared in many large cities all over the United
States with great success. 1 told Miss Hale that I should like to
see the Dunham Dance School in New York and meet Miss Dunham.
This, she arranged, and I became so interested in the work the
dance students were doing that I decided to enroll in the school

myself. I didn’t care particularly to be a dancer but I felt I needed



that type of exercise for physical buildup. Consequently, I was
placed under the tutelage of Miss Williams, Miss Dunham’s chief
assistant and one of the finest dancers in the company. DMiss Wil-
liams was as anxious to help me as I was to learn from her and so,
for three months, I have been working with her and getting an
immense amount of satisfaction from my efforts for she seemed to
know exactly what I needed. The school itself is a very interesting
one, composed of students of all races and nationalities. Visitors
are encouraged to visit these classes—particularly the Percussion
Classes which meet twice a week, Here one learns how to beat
out the various rhythms on drums, clappers, bells, and gourds, and
people are encouraged to dance to these rhythms. Isn't this an
interesting way in which to make new friends, meet new people, and
learn something at the same time? It is friendships that create a
pattern of True Democracy. If one learns to choose his friends
because he finds within their souls an answering spark of interest,
appreciation, and love, he learns to forget the barriers that have
been created by man and his selfishness, greed, and fear. He be-
comes objectively interested in the world around him, and dry, dull
facts become living and beautiful experiences., Through my friends
of all races, colors, creeds, and statutes, I have met other worth-
while friends and have tried to bring them into contact with other
friends and associates of mine who do not have the opportunities
such as I have. There was a time when I used to talk about the
Democratic Way of Life and wonder why people couldn’t feel the
same as I could; and then I realized that we all—including my-
self—do not like to accept ideas just because we are told they are
correct and good for us. We like to see for ourselves if they are
good or not by investigating independently; so I try to give those
of my friends who do not guite understand me a chance to see an
actual example of what I hope to get across to them; and nine times
out of ten, they are far more convinced by ''seeing’ than by “hear-
ing.”” We all like to think we are intelligent and are capable of
working out the patterns of our own lives—and why shouldn't we—
if we are taught to reason and act intelligently? We must never get
the idea that we know it all, because no one of us—mnot even college
professors—know the answer to all life’s problems. Every one of
us can learn something from the other; be he ever so poor, ever so
rich, or whatever his character. We should learn to determine
which principles are best suited to our own character and never
blind ourselves to opportunities for further investigations of facts
or conditions as they are, A good character means little or nothing
if we do not develop the wisdom and understanding necessary to
cope with life's many contradictory situations. It is often very
difficult to tell the truth from propaganda. Only time and an open
mind can help us there. Many times we are confused and upset
in our minds because all too often we cannot coordinate “prineciples
with practice.” This comes only after we have learned tolerance
and sympathy towards other attitudes. In this way we can learn to
ascertain the motives in back of certain patterns of behaviour.
For thousands of years we have all built walls around ourselves

because we have been taught to fear things we don’t understand.



We have used our fears to influence others. Such an attitude is not
healthy and does not stand for progress, We can free oursleves
from these fears by investigating the reasons for their bheing.
Often people develop prejudices because they wish to conform to
the people around them. They are often afraid to do the right
thing because they may be criticized or ill-treated. It is very dii-
ficult to stand a principle if we have to do it alone. We do not
have to do it alone if we can all learn to pull together, and this
cooperation can be achieved only when we become acquainted with
the other fellow and his problems.

In the Reconstruction Period following this war, many new and
difficult adjustments will have to be made and many old theories
given up. This is what yon graduates shall have to face. Man
as a whole has still not learned the lesson of brotherly love. He
is especially now governed by an uncontrolled hatred of his enemies.
The news reels are showing the atrocities of the German Prison
Camps to stimulate his hatred. It is true that the crimes commit-
ted in this war are horrible: but, remember, the enemies’ crimes
are our crimes, too. We have sinned against humanity through
our failure to know and understand each other—so, instead of de-
veloping hatred of each other, we must learn to understand and
love each other if we want a just and sincere peace. Hatred never
solved the problems of adjustments. If we expect to teach onr
enemies the Democratic Way of Life, we must make it a reality as
well as prineiple.  We all share in the undertaking of a just peace.
Peace can only come through understanding and appreciation of
each other.

My life has been much enriched by international and inter-
racial acquaintances, 1 have made many loyal [riends among the
Asiaties, Hawaiians, Philippines, West Indies, Negroes, Europeans,
ete, I have at home a Friendship Cabinet filled with many inter-
esting and curious things given me by these loving friends of mine.
People who visgit our home in Little Falls see this cabinet and
marvel over the work and achievements of these various groups of
people. T am pleased and gratified that they take such an interest,
for it shows me that education of this kind is the one thing we need
to enable ourselves to get along with each other. The best elements
of our civilization have been achieved only when people of all na-
tions have cooperated in the name of humanity. No one of us is
alone responsible for any one achievement. We have all been the
means of making ideal realities. Some people have had more
talents than others; yet they, too, had to learn from someone else.
In this world of ours, it is often the individual who learns these
truths first; and the groups last. It is the individual who must
explore the unknown, but if his motives are pure and unselfish and
courageous, life becomes to him a challenge, and his victories are
the guilding posts for future civilizations. If we all sincerely wish
for democracy, we must all enter the struggle together. If we are
girded with understanding, tolerance, patience, respect, and an
unselfish, comradely interest in the problems !jlat are common to
us all, we are bound to guccead. !




September 5, 1945

Dear Lessing: I bave your two inguiries:

(1) of Clinton Normsl and
Industirial College about which your friend, the
Revererd George H. Atkinson hes written you so
eloquently; and (2) about Piney Woods of which
I suggested once before that you would do well to
make no contribution.

Both of these are good emough
little schools, but they do not coumt for anything
really importsnt in Negro education.

My advice continues to be to
put all the money you are willing to into the
United Negro College Drive which cares for all
the really important Negro privats colleges.

Very truly yours,

EpwiN R. EMBREE
ERE:S0

My. Lessing J.lhosan'nld
Alvertshorpe :

Jenkintown, Pennsylvsnia



The American Council for Judaism, Inc.

RiITtenhouse 8357 1001 KEYSTONE STATE BLDG., 1321 ARCH STREET, PHILADELPHIA 7, PA.

President
Executive Director Lessing J. Rosenwald Treasurer
Rabbi Elmer Berger Jenkintown, Pa, D. Hays Solis-Cohen
Philadelphia, Pa. Philadelphia, Pa.
Vice-Presidents
Rabbi Louis Binstock Fred F. Florence Mrs. Ely Jacques Kahn Rabbi Irving E, Reichert Rabbi Louis Wolsey
Chicago, I1l. Dallas, Texas New York, N. Y. San Frangisco, Calif, Philadelphia, Pa, )

Dr, Bdwin R. Embree

4901 Ellis Aveme

Chicagzo, Ille
Lo

Dear Dpe—tuabpee:

Y I am sending you with my compliments a copy of a new book
,3/'\‘,14 *’5 "The Jewlsh Dilemma" by Rabbi LElmer Berger.
JY ;]f—"g I earnestly urge you to read this book which treats its

s subject not from the already famililar Zionist-Jewlsh nationalists point

of view, but from the viewpoint of the emancipated Jew, for example,
the American of Jewish faith.

There is, perhaps, no greater service to distressed Jews
than to examine their problems earnestly and to express your views
on the basic issues.

I hope you will agree to render this service and would
welcome a commmication from you on your opinion of the book,

Sincerely,




| Jerel o7

AN

951 Bast 58th Strect
Chicago 37, Illinois
October 17, 1945

Hr.‘nessing 8
J towm/ Pennsylvenia,
Dear Lessings

lir, Dmbres has forwarded the enclosed material to me,
with the request that I communicate direct with you with reference to
its subject mutiter,

I kmow Dr, Sples quite well, snd he has dome amd is still
doing =n outstanding job, He was ome of the plomeers in the modern
approach to clinical rocognition wnd treatment of deficicneies of the
vitamin B group, and his contributions in this ficld have been great,
I am entirely in accord vith Valdemar Kaempffert's st tement on this
subject, slthough I do not elways agree with him, and I am sure that
you cemmot moke a mistake by contributing to the Spiles Clinie,

Inciduntally, I am curious aus %o whether the papers were
sent to you by Hre, Gol ger, the widdw of Dr, Goldberger, of
pellagra fame, ad for vhom vitamin G was named, This would be =
logical connection, for it would be patural for her to be interested
in Dr, Spies'! work on pellagra snd related conditions,

I am looking forward to seeing you mext month,

Sincerely,

Franklin C, McLean

[T

™



October 23, 1945

Dear Lessing: fhavk you for sending me the

Jewish Dilemms. I shall read
with especiel care any beok that has such
commendation from you and when I have finished,
I should like either to write my comments or to
telk with you about them when we are topether
et the time of the Fund meeting.

Very truly yours,

Ebwin R
Pl . Evsper

Er Lessing J)RW—'—“

Alvérthorpe Gallery
Jenkintown, Pennsylvenia
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November 1, 1945

ar Lessing: This is in reply to your inguiry concerning
Mrs. Rosenmsn's letter which I am returning.
' The facts are these.

The Julius Rosenwald Fund made a grant of $15,000
in 1943, and another grant for the same amount in 1944. The
expenditures under the second grant were delayed as the Committee
was changing personnel.

Yie feel that the appropriations were justified
though the results from the work of this particular committee have
not seemed to us to be bringing impressive results compared to some
other activities in the same field.

When the requeet for a third grant was presented
to our Executive Commitiee, the group felt unanimously that:
(2) we had contributed much more tham our share to this particular
enterprige and (b) other agencies were likely tc be more effective
in this particular area. For example, the American Council on Race
Relations is organizing some very specific work that seems to us
closer to the earth. Such people as Leonard Rieser, Marsh:1l Field,
#ill Alexander and Robert Taylor who know the housing field well
shared in our opinion thet it was not & good investment for the Fund
to make another large contribution to this agency.

¥hen the Executive Committee took its negative action,
we all knew that there would be heavy pressure ito get us to change.
Mrs. Rosenman is an aggressive promoter. We have received & number
of letters from persong she has put on the trail. As a matler of
fact, when we telked with these people they spoke in much less
enthusiastic terms than their official letiers imply. For example,
in a talk with Walter White, he expressed very grave reservations.

If you have any questions about our action in
this matter, I shall be glad to talk with you and, especially, to
have you talk with some of our group who are more conversant with the
housing field than I am., Their opinion, you will find, is very dei‘init.sly

against any further subsidy by the Funde
_| Very truly yourb, !'
ERE: MM

BRB . = }:?E Il ,’\' ) ;
EDWIN R. EMBREE '

lr gi‘sﬁi‘n‘ J km SIS SiESy o e A
thorpe Galisry i Y = ™ '

Jlnkintom. Pennsvlivenia NV D
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November 7, 1945

Dear lr. Rosenwald: Meetings of the Members and Trustees

of the Julius Rosenwald Fund are
called for 10:00 o'clock, Friday, November 16, 1945, at the
offices of the Fund, 4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago.

At the meeting of the Members, there
will be considered changes in the By-Lawe which will increase
the number of Members from thirteen to fourteen, delete the
section which limits the term of membership t¢ two consecu-
tive terms or six years, and increase the period of notice
required for Members' meetings from three to five days to
comply with the Illinois law. These amendments sre explained
in greater detail in the attached docket.

Very truly yours,

DOROTHY A. ELYIPGE
DAEsLCH

Ird Lessing J. iRosenwald
Al orpe e

Jenkintown, Pennsylvania



November 8, 1945

Dear Lessing: This Fund as well as yours has been asked

to support the southern Negro program of
the Plamned Parenthood Federation. We have turned it down
simply on grounds of policy, since we are no longer in any
kind of Negro health work and do mot want to branch ocut into
fresh fields at this late stage of our life.

Pergonally, 1 am interested im birth
control or "planned parenthocd™ as its proponents now
prefer to call it. But it seems to me that to try to give
birth control information through southern rural preachers is,
to put it mildly, vieionary. If we are to make any headway
on this important matter, 1 think we are going to have to
proceed by much more careful means, using the exact knowledge
of physicians and nurses rather than the necessarily sloppy

propaganda of couniry preachers.
Very truly yours,

ERE : 1M

Mr Losaing !&aan-ald
Alverthorpe

Jenkintown, Pennsylvanis




November 19, 1945
2 TD e
Dear Leszsing: I am enclosing a /
copy of the letter 1
have sent to Mr. Harris of the Boy Scouts.
Vary truly yours,

ERE: MM o i
o, EpwiN R, Enc.cg

Nr§ Lessing ﬁ?ﬁw
Alverthorpe ery

Je town, Pennsylvania




November 19, 1945

Dear Mr. Rosenwalds I have the homor to inform you that,

at & meeting of the Hembers of the
Julius Rosenwald Fund held on November 16, 1945, you were
reelacted to the Board of Trustees of that body to serve
until the annual meeting of 1948.

You were alsc elected to serve
for the year 1945-46 as chairman of the Board of Trustees;
Treasurer of the Fund; and as chairman of the Finance Com-
mittee, the other members of which are A. Richard Frank
and Edgar B. Stern.

Very truly yours,

DOROTHY A. ELVIDG!
DAE:LCM

Mr{ Lesszing J .Eﬁrgseggw
Alvwerthorpe ery .

Je town, Pennsylvania

i

_—

e e

==




CROSS REFERENCE RECORD

FIRM NAME or SUBJECT FOSENWALD  LESSING J

FILE NO.

oate 12/17/45 Remarks FRF turns down request for fipanpcial aid to Bishop

College.

BISHOP COLLEGE

SEE

FILE NO.

DATE

SIGNED

FILE CROSS REFERENCE RECORD UNDER NAME OR
SUBJECT LISTED AT TOP OF THIS SHEET, AND IN
PROPER DATE ORDER.

THE PAPERS REFERRED TO SHOULD BE FILED
UNDER NAME OR SUBJECT LISTED UNDER '"'SEE"

YAWMAN avo FRBE M FG.(0.
ROCHESTER, N. Y.
FORM NO. D99CR



	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0001
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0002
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0003
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0004
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0005
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0006
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0007
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0008
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0009
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0010
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0011
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0012
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0013
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0014
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0015
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0016
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0017
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0018
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0019
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0020
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0021
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0022
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0023
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0024
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0025
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0026
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0027
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0028
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0029
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0030
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0031
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0032
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0033
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0034
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0035
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0036
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0037
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0038
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0039
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0040
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0041
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0042
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0043
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0044
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0045
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0046
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0047
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0048
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0049
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0050
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0051
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0052
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0053
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0054
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0055
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0056
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0057
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0058
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0059
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0060
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0061
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0062
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0063
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0064
	fisk_rf_ab_91_3_0065

