January 31, 1938
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Dear Dr. Levy: Dr. Boder, to whom you gave a

note of introduction, came in to
see me the other day. It turmed out that he wanted
not my advice but an appropriation from the Julius
Rosenwald Fund to the proposed Psychelogical Museum.
Of course I hed to tell him that this fell entirely
outside the scope of the Fund's present interests.

He seemed a most interesting per-
son. While I have no opinion as to the value of
psychological exhibits, I was impressed by the thor-
oughness with which he had worked out his plans and
the steady progress he is making toward their realiza-
tion

Very truly yours,
gown R. Eweree

ERE:JW

Dr. David M.
ree
New York City
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January 23, 1940
I wonder if you or David would be interested in

my latest book, another one of ny studies of races, this time

the American Indian. I assure you it is the easiest way to get
for thousands of years before the BEuropeans found it and seised
it. I am giving myself the pleasure of sending you a copy, but
don't be over-persusded into reading it unless you simply cannot

a picture of those interesting people who inhabited this world

seemed to me adequate reasons.
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lrs. David K.
500 Park Avenue, New York
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Isn't it too bad that our long record
of hostility hes to end in practically complete amity?
You were a dear to send us the book. It got such mer=
velous reviews that we are both eager to reed it, end I
hate to admit it but we would have bought it if you hadn't
given us a presentation copy.

My dear Mr. Embree:

As to the project for reflugee children
that is in process of formetion, I quite understand your
reluctance to leave one man-sized job for enother, snd I
em sure that you decided to veto it after considering all
the aspects. The movement appeels to me particularly
becense it is sponsored by so representative a group of
non=Jews. I am still unconvineed that we can bring in
any large number of children, but perhaps I am wrong. We
are all greteful to you for the leads you gave us.

We have no plans for the evening of the
ninth, so perhaps we can get together at long last. Will
you give us a ring when you get in?

Believe it or not, I send you my warm
personal greetings, and thanks for the book.

Cordiel 1y yours,

Mr. Edwin R. Embree,
Julius Rosenwald Fund,

4901 Ellis Avenue,
Chicego, Illinois.



Mrs. Davip M. LeEvy
300 PARE AVENTE
NeEw York CiTy
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May 14, 1940,

My dear Edwin:

I am not sure by now whether
or not our conversation was a dream, since
such a long time has passed end I have taken
no further asction nor have you. I em
writing you now to say that if you still
went me, and if there is such a thing as a
Julius Rosenweld Fund, or & world, for that
matter, next fall, I will be happy to go on
the Board,

We loved our glimpse of you
end your rebel demghter, We are both fine,
but of course terribly distressed over world
conditions,

Cordially,

Ou-uQ.J;?

Mr, Edwin R, Embree,
Julius Rosenwsld Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue,
Chicego, Illinoise
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May 18, 1940

I hope your

a pleasure to have even a little
uished husband.
mean that you and I see each
future than we have recently.
a number of the things that
than official interest to

disting

I am in general happy about our programs,

especially in rural education, fellowships, and Negro health,
I am, however, eager for us to make some contridbutions to the

general field of race relations.

The slogan that seems to ne
I realize fully the difficulty - maybe impossibil-
ity - of any effective work in that realm, but it is the most

live together happily and successfully in this rapidly shrink-
important problem now before the world. itmtonthﬂ.

to state the hope of ecivilization is "that diverse people may
this Fund, because of its history and composition, must give
thorough consideration to this tough but terrifically

important problem.

ing world®.
ERE

L

AL ALl ﬂ .ﬁ‘

Very truly yours,

-
'

W
Mrs. David M. hv

300 Park Avenue
New York City
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merried, I have been so hectic that I have not had the op=-
portunity either to read your biennial report or to write
you about it. I will do both, however, within thgf next
weaks

My dear Edwin:

l"-

I am enclosing a letter copderning a project
which came to my attention the other » 8nd which seemed
to me might well fit into the Rose d Fund program, Miss
Clark, who is the director of the“National Association of
Day Nurseries, is a woman of real ability, and aspparently
has done much to improve the standards of day nurseries
throughout the country. I esked her not to make too ex-
haustive a report before I found out whether or not this
could properly be considered on the agenda of the coming
meeting., If you feel that it can, will you wire me and
she will submit the necessary figures and a "break-down" of
the budgst.

I an sorry that there has been some difficulty
about my appointment to the board, I am, of course, in an
awkward position end feel regardless of what action is taken
about Helen Snellenburg, that I must ask you not to submit
my neme, As I told Lessing, I think that an immature eand in=-
experienced person is not a good addition to & board such as
thise At the same time, I realize he has soms good argue
ments on his side. I will be anxious to know what action
is taken by the board,

Will you let me know about the enclosed as soon
as possible -- that is, whether or not you feel that you can
place it on the agenda?

Cordially yours,

Mr, Edwin R. Embree, _ T ; ‘

Julius Rosenwald Fund, =
4901 Ellis Avenue, .
Chicago, Illinois, = g \\;.‘

|




NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF DAY NURSERIES, INC.
122 EAST 22ad STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y.

Executive Office November 1, 1940

My dear Mrs. Levy:

May I put in writing what there was
hardly time to say the other day. I so appreciated
those few minutes after such a long while.

In its year of field work with day
nurseries, this new national organization has become
deeply concerned over the great opportunity, but also
utter inadequacy of the colored day nurseries in this
country.

Of the several hundred dey nurseries
with which we are in contact, & considerable number
are in Megro communities. Many of them are most anti-
guated; others are struggling against the odds of
isclation, lack of encouragement, guidance and funds.
These last are pathetically eager to qualify under our
standards; namely, to give day care and developmental
guidance to children under ten years of age, suited to
their physical and emotional growth and family needs;
to keep families united; to give family service care on
a preventive level with emphasis on parent educationj
and develop & day care service on a community-wide base.

It is our considered judgment that a
very small number, perhaps three, of simple but well
run: Negro day nurseries in strategic areas in this
country, would have a far reaching effect in developing
irresistible leadership among their own people to stem
the breakdown of families; prevent delinquency; and lay
foundations for wholesome living for Negro children in
their formative years. Several colored nurseries are
now ready for this.

We are eager to experiment with a
three year program through a special field worker on the
National staff, placing gualified worker in these




NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF DAY NURSERIES, INC.
122 EAST 22nd STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y.

Executive Office

Mrs. David M. Levy e November 1, 1940

nurseries; financing each project on a diminishing basis;
interpreting the demonstration to Negre communities and
helping to build community support. Roughly, we figure
on $18,000. the first year, that is, $11,000. for the
three local programs and $7,000. for field worker, travel,
spece, equipment, secretarial services, conferences, etc.

My question is - Do you think it worthwhile
to develop this idea in detail and present it to the
Rosenwald Fund?

Thanks so much for your advice ——

Very sincerely yours,

et bovdned]) (00,

Elizabeth Woodruff Clark
Executive Director

Mrs:David M. Levy
300 Park Avenue
New York, New fork
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COPY OF TELEGRAM

November 4, 1940

Mr. Lessing Rosenwald

Jenkintown, Pennsylvania

AS CHAIRMAN NOMINATING COMMITTEE FUND MEMBERSHIP HAVE DISCUSSED OTHER
MEMBERS QUESTION OF SUCCESSOR MRS. ASCOLI. EMBREE MCCLEAN AND I
UNANIMOUSLY AGREE HIGHLY DESIRABLE NOMINATE MRS. LEVY. IF YOU ARE

WILLING TO CONCUR KINDLY WIRE EMBREE.
Will W, Alexander



November 6, 1940

Dear Adele:z I am delighted to have a very heariy

telegram from Lessing reporting that
you will serve on the Board, though regretiing that
you cannot attend the meeting next Honday. I am very
happy that in spite of the embarrassments that arose
for a time, you consent to serve. I am sure you can
be of great help to us. I know how many comzitiments
you have already, but I think we can find ways of
benefiting from your wisdom without taking too much
of your time.

The day nursery matter could not
properly be considered at the coming meeting. As e
matter of fact, the Board has very sharply limited
our programs. I think the trustees are right in this,
but at any rate they bave issued explicit instructions
to the officers not even to present matters ocutside
the very definite programs on which we are now engaged.

Very truly yours,
mm ED“’!N R. [,-'.'mn'n_EE

Hrs. David H. "‘Ov
500 Park Avenue
Hew York City
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My dear Edwin: | ‘ |

To enswer your letter categorically ==

I am somewhat reluctant to serve on the
Julius Rosernwald Fund beceuse my time is s0 over=-committed
in other directions, but I will try to make a good trustees

I am forwarding a copy of the second para-
graph of your letter to Miss Claerke I am sorry this does
not fall within the program of the fund, not because I em
personally interested, but because it seems such a valuable
plece of worke Do you think there is any chance of its
being accepted if it is brought to the attention of the
board at a future meeting?

I am deeelighted about the election,

It seems I am meking all kinds of demends on
youf time lately, but I am going to do so once more. Will
youjlook through the attached correspondence, and let me
know whether you think the project is worth the support of
the 'Roserwald Family Association. Miss Straus is asking
us to give $5,000 for 1940 All the children are in accord
with this plen, but Lessing suggested that he get & "green
light" from you before he gives his okaye Miss Straus is
doing & good job in New York, and this whole thing sounds
fine to mes ~ Will you let me have your advice on the mat-
ter as soon as possible?

With cordial personal greetings,

Sincerely yours,

Gouay R Sey

-l

S8igned in Mrs. Levy's absence, = T = ‘



DOROTHY STRAUS
COUNSELLOR AT LAW

S27 FIFTH AVENUE

NEW YORK November 6, 1940.

Mrs. David M. Levy,
950 Park Avenue,
New York City.

Dear Mrs. Levy,

As promised I am herewith sending you copies of my
brief correspondence with Mr. Embree. I never heard from him and
never tried to reach him thereafter because I was told by both Hr.
Lane of the Welfare Council and Mr. Robert Elzy of the Brooklyn
Urban League that the Rosenwald Fund was definitely confining its
support to educational projects.

I am also enclosing duplicates of the papers that I
gave you - of our budget, of the funds thus far collected, and of
the statement of our objectives and activities.

I might add that originally it was planned to have
the Service Bureau run by a membership corporation duly approved by
the Board of State Welfare and legally incorporated in February,
1938. When, however, we found that the Greater New York Fund was
not giving any money to a project that had not been in existence
for three years, our Board induced the Children's Aid Society to
take the Bureau under its wing.

The Davison Fund and other pledgors acquiesced in
this step and paid over the money originally granted to the Corpora-
tion direectly to the Children's Aid Society. All subsequent funds
have been paid directly to the Society for the purposes of the Bureau.

Another reason why this step was taken was our eager-
ness to avoid the creation of another agency if an existing agency
would carry on the work.

The Corporation has not been dissolved but remains
in what I term "suspended animation" reasdy to go into action if it
should be needed in the future, though we hope no such necessity
will arise, as we want the City itself to take over when our ex-
perimental period comes to an end.

I am enclosing a copy of this letter also as you may
want to send it with the other papers to Mr. Embree.

Very sincerely yours,
| A = . |




CoPYX

DOROTHY STRAUS

December 20, 1937.

Mr. Edwin R. Embree,
Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue,
Chicago, Illinois.

Dear Mr, Embree:

From everything I hear you are entirely
mistaken about the value of your advice even on the sub-
ject of a child placement bureau. I shall therefore very
much appreciate your giving me an appointment for a brief

congsultation on your next visit to New York.

Sinecerely yours,

(signed) DOROTHY STRAUS
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JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND

4901 Ellis Avenue
Chicago

December 13, 1937.

Dear Miss Straus: I have read with interest your letter

of December 8 concerning the proposed
Negro Child Placement Bureau. I do come to New York fre-
quently but only for brief visits which are usually crowded
with many engagements. I should, of course, be glad to see
you if I could be of any help, but since I am not conversant
with the problems you face and the project in which you are
interested falls completely outside the scope of this Fund's
activities, I am afraid a talk with me would be of no value
to you.

Very truly yours,

(signed) EDWIN R. EMBREE

Miss Dorothy Straus
475 Fifth Avenue
New York City
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DOROTHY STRAUS

December 8, 1937.

Mr. Edwin Embree,
Rosenwald Fund,
Chicago, Illinois.

Dear Mr. Embree:

A group of us, more or less originating
from a nucleus gathered together by the Welfare Council
and the Federation of Protestant Welfare Agencies, is try-
ing to organize a Negro Child Placement Bureau along the
lines of that which your Fund so successfully encouraged in
Chicago. As you doubtless know, Dr. Evans was here about a
year ago to confer with a number of us interested in the prob-
lem of the Negro children in thisCity and the present effort
is in part the result of that visit.

I understand that you come to New York fre-
quently and I am writing to ask whether you will do so in the
near future and, if so, whether you would be good enough to give
me an appointment for a brief interview concerning our project.

Our group, which we hope will tarn into the
Board of the Bureau upon formal organization, consists of trained
social workers and civic minded laymen, nicely baknced we hope
against each other. I have been more or less by a tour de force
made chairman because of my experience with the National Urban
League and other inter-racial enterprises in this City, so that
I personally would be very grateful not only for the opportunity
of submitting our situation to you but of benefiting from your
advice and suggestions.

Sincerely yours,

(signed) DOROTHY STRAUS



ESTIMATED BUDGET FOR SERVICE BUREAU CHILDREN

May 1, 1940 to May 1, 1941
EXPENSES

Salaries

Professional Services

Medical supplies and supplementary food
Clothing

Equipment

Printing, postage, and telephome
Travel

Fuel

Light

Repairs

Board

Miscellaneous

Salary increases
Additionel medical progranm

Total
INCOME
Donationsi
Davison Fund
Greater New York Fund
Federation of Protestant

Welfare Agencies
Individuals

Anticipated collections frem
City of New York

BALANCE NEEDED

$ 31,200
600
400

6,000
1,000
1,500
1,200
250
125
100
33,000

$ 76,375

700
2,500 3,200
879,575

7,000
10,000

600
£4500

$24,100.

485 70,900

8,675

Notet It is estimated that this budget will permit us to
carry 100 children now in care and to receive 100 mew children.

.
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E COMMITTEE

It was estimated in the Spring that besides the renewals of the
gifts of last year, we would need to raise $8,675. The following
renewals have been received:s

Protestant Federation 600,
Davison Fund 7.000,
Renewed $14,100,

The Grecter New York Fund has assured us that we will receive the
$10,000, Dr. Deardorff told Miss Cole recemtly that she felt sure
it would come through by the end of this calendar year.

The following new gifts have been received:

Rew York Foundation $ 2,000.
Mrs.Vanderbilt Webb 25,
Bloomingdale's 484 .17
lr.Huntington Hertford 10,
ir, Hareold Liegelman e
Br. Bayard James 100,
Wime H. Harkness 10.
Special donatione through
Miss Cutter 200,
2,834.17

Assuming that we will receive the $10,000 from the Greater New
York Fund, we will then have & total of $26,934. If the Service
Bureau is able to colleet the amount from the City which was
estimated we will need to raise $5,841 to carry out our year's
program. If the workers camnot be added quickly in order to
receive children from the City, the City imcome will not be as
great, The immediate need is to raise the $5,84) as fast as
possible in order to add more workers and, hence, more children
this Fall,

October B, 1940
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For some years there have been many eolored childrem in New
York City who are bedly neglected and in need of care because
thelir own homes were broken. The exiating ageneies could mot
provide for them. A4 year 2ge on Mey lst, the Comanlties, whose
nsmes appear sbove, succeeded in relsing encugh money %o start
this much nesded work for Negro childreon. The work has covered
all five Boroughs.

For the first yeer's work 527,000 was raised from the Gresater
Bew York Pund, The Davison Fund of the Hockefeller Foundatlon,
the Beldwin Fund, end & few interested individusle, Instead
of becoming & separate new ageney in the community 1t was de-
cided that 1t wag wise to have the Bervice Bureau sdainigtered
by the Hew York Ohildren's Ald Soclety as a purt of its progren
of foster care.

The plan of the Berviece Dureau wae teo place 100 Negro childrea
in foster homes the firet year, and snother 100 eack sugceeding
year. This is an experimental project under the susploes of
The Children®s Ald Sosclety for & psried of from three to five
years, at the end of whieh time it is hoped that it will de abe
sorbed by the Departaent of Welfare.

In our first year, which ended on May 1, we took 119 new shildren,
but we hed to refuse 116 others whom we should heve taken. Elxty
splendid Negro foster homes wers epened by the trained Negro staff,
The staff will have little difficulty in securing wmany mere satis-
faotory homes.

In this second year we expect %0 place an sdditionsl 100 children,
¥e have secured the renewsl of §2,400Q0f ths money given laast year
snd have raised $2,800 of nev money. ¥o must raise approxzimately
86,000 more in order to care for the 100 children,

Even if we are e¢ble te recelve this nusber we are not beginning
to mest the meed for foster care for Negro phildren in New York
City. PFor this work we need & strong hdvieory and supporting
comnittee of both lay ond pror-oclosal|pto_ /M -

Oetober 14, 1940



Hovember 12, 1940

Dear Adeles I know youwr many commitments and therefore
appreciate all the more your willingness to
serve as a itrustee of the Julius Rosenwald Fund. I know you
will make a good one. In fact, I think owr Board as now com—
posed is the best it has ever been. I keep hoping that we

from the country at largs that I think
the deliberations of the Board itself may begin to count for
ition the money we give and the direct

g

on the amount of interest they have in one or another
features of our work. In addition to the conferences for
which I will be taking the initiative, of course the other
officers and I are at your call at any time for discussion
of things that we are doing or for consultation on related
items in which you may be interested. We hope thus to be
able to give something in return for the time and attention
that trustees give to us.

In this comnection, and in particular
response to the last paragraph in your letter, I hope you
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November 12, 1940

Hy dear Mrs. Levy: I have the honor to inform
you that at the meeting of
the members of the Julius Rosenwald Fund held
November 11, 1940, you were elected to the Board
of Trustees of that body, to serve until the annual
meeting of 1943,
Sincerely yours,

wiLLiam C. HAYGOOD

Mrg, David H, Levy
500 Park Avenue
New York City
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November 23, 1940,
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My @Lar Edwin:
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Mr, Russell Jelliffe ceme in to see me the
other dey sbout the Karemu Theatre of Cleveland, Ohio,
He said he had been in touch with you sbout it from time
to time, so I am certein you know at least as much as I
do about the work this group is doing.

In view of the fect that the Julius Rosenw
weld Fund Board seems to be thinking in terms of liquidae
ting within a given period, it occurred to me that Karsmu
House might be & project which could carry on some of the
Rosenweld Fund sctivities (those concerned with art)e Mr.
Jelliffe said the Rockefeller Foundaetion wes interested,
end would probebly give them up to $35,000; and he is hope=
ful that the Rosenweld Fund will give $35,000 to $50,000

as a one=time grent,

He cleims that the reasson for their

present difficulty is attributed to the fact that the
theatre which they had used had burned dowm, As he oute
lined the motivities and progrem of Karamu House, it all
sounded extremely good,
reaction is to their work, end whether you think my ides

has eny merit?

Will you let me know what your

With cordisl personsl greetings,

Mr, Edwin R, Embree,

Julius Rosenwald Fund,

4901 Ellis Avenue,
Chicego, Illinoise

Sincerely yours,

Gaae R‘L7

f:\[“'



October 20, 1941

Dear Adele: I am sure you will be delighted to know
that Mr. Mershall Field 1II has sccepted
membership on our Board. I could not work out with
Mrs. Roosevelt the joint meeting with him that we had hoped,
so with an introduction from her I presented the invitation
to him withoul the benefit of her presence. He said he had
followed the work of the Fund with & great deal of interest
and felt flattered by the invitation. Becsuse of commit-
ments that are alreedy far beyond his time and sttention,
he asked a few days to think over the matter. I have just
received a wire of acceptance from him. This was a bril-
liant idea of yours. We are all that much more in your
debt.

I had hoped to see you on my brief visit
to New York last week, but engagements piled up on me and
I remembered that you were probably not keen for extra en-
gagements yourself just now, so I did not try to reach you.
The loss is mine. I count on a visit with you at the
trustees' meeting on November 10 if not before.

Very truly yours,
ERE:JW "

VIN R. EMBRER

venue

New York City



November 26, 1941

Dear lirs. Levys I bave the honor to inform
you that at the meeting of

the Trustees of the Julius Rosenwald Fund held

on Hovember 10, 1941, you were elected to serve

for the year 194l-42 a&s chairman of the Nominating

Committee, 'he other members of which are Edwin R.

Embree and Leonard M. Rieser.

Very truly yours,

DoroTHY A. ELvings

Mrs. David M. Levy
300 Park Avenue
New York City
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My dear Edwin:

There are several guestions thet I want to
ask yous First, as Chairman-of the Nominating Committee,
what do I do and how and where do I function? Will you
send me this information es soon as possible?

Secondly, I am getting the impact of the
negro problem from every side. The Henry Street Visiting
Nurse Service is confronted with this problem, and we hope
to have a meeting wherein some of the negro and white
leaders could discuss the problem of how negro nurses could
funotion throughout the country. I would like them to be
utilized in public health nursing on terms of parity with
white nurses, but we felt that there are meny problems and
implications in the situation. Will you suggest people who
could be available either around New York, or who might be
coming to New York, and who could provide leadership in such
a discussion?

The third thing that is on my mind is this.
About a year ago I wrote you regarding the establishment of
nursery schools in the southe At that time you said that
it did not fall within the scope of the Rosenwald Fund pro=-
grams I have never been satisfied with your answer, since
it seems to me that this is in line with the work we are do-
ing in other fields of rural negro lifes. I am not connected
with any of the nursery schools, so this is in no sense a pet
child == it just seemed to me that it was too bad to cut off
the possibility of this type of mctivity without further dis-
cussion. Will you let me know whether or not it is proper
to bring this up in the agenda in April, and if not, why not?
If you do feel that it should be discussed, I would heve to
have the factual meterial prepared, but as I wrote you once
before, I don't want the office to go to the effort and ex-
pense of preparing this material if there is no chance of the
grant going throughe 1 believe they had in mind an approprie=-
tion of $18,000 for the first years

In reply to your letter sbout Mr., Allison.Davis's
appointment at the University of Chicago, Edgar Stern feels



Mr. Embree - 2,

that such action would put the Rosenwald Fund in a very
vulnerable position, since we are paying & very lerge per-
centage of the salary end the appointment has come at the
Roserwald Fund's request rather than that of the University
of Chicagoe I think his stand has merit, and I do not like
to vote for our participation without further discussion
and more knowledge of the facts,

This is & lengthy letter, but it presemts
questions to which I should like to heve a reply as soon
as possibles ;

Warm personal greetings to you,

Cordiel 1y,
(Lo K.ﬂ%

Mr. Edwin R. Embree,
Julius Rosenwald Fund,
lg01 Ellis Avenue,
Chicago, Illinoise
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February 11, 1942

Dear Adele: I shall try to answer your questions item by item
even though this may meke & letter very much
longer than yours.

(1) The Nominating Committee brings in its for-
mal recommendations at the annual meeting in the autumn. There
is therefore no pressure except that at the spring meeting the
Committee reports the names of those i1t proposes to nominate so
that the Board may discuss the suggestions in edvence of any con-
versation with the persons concerned. The names of the trustees,
together with the dates of expiration of their terms, is given on
the attached sheet. It so happens that all four of the persons
whose terms expire this year are eligible for re-election, and I
imsgine the Committee will want to recommend the service of each
of these persons for a second term. If sc, this leaves little
vcreative® work for the Committee unless it wants to suggest an
increase in the number of members (which cen be done at any time)
in order to make room for new suggestions. The other members of
the Committee serving with you are Leonard Rieser and I. If
Leonard and I are ever in New York at the same time we could get
together et your convenience. If this does not happen in the
normal course of events, I am of course ready to come on call at
any time that Leonard heppens to be there or to talk with you at
eny time.

I have several persons that I would like
to see on the Board as soon as opportunity offers. They inciude
the re-election, as soon as convenient, of Frank Sulzberger and
Will Alexander who heve been among the most useful of all our
trustees, and, as a new member, Pearl Buck, who is exterding her
interest in "colored" peoples of the Orient to the coler question
in the United States. She brings a fresh point of view and a
great deal of public influence to bear on the larger aspects of
our interests. If your mind is as active as usual, you also
probably have some suggestions. I certainly think we should con-
sider the people we want on their merits and change cur number if
we want to rather than be completely limited hy it.




(2) I can easily imagine that you are getting the impact
of the Negro problem from many sides. As to the problems of public
heelth nursing, Doctor Bousfield knows more about this than any
other person; in fact he is very widely informed on the whole ques-
tion of Negro feeling and Negro opportunities. He would be so
much more helpful than any other person I could think of that I
think it might be well to walt until he can come to Hew York. Un-
fortunately, he is tied up in a series of activities in Florida
until the end of this month. If some time early in March would do,
I think I can promise his help at that time. When he comes I am
sure you will find that a talk with him, outside of any formal
committee meeting, will give you & great deal of information and a
number of helpful leads.

(3) May I discuss the nursery school matter in & separate
letter in a day or two?

(4) As you will have learned from my letter of yesterday,
I agree that Edger's point is well taken about scting on the
Allison Davis matter only in full Board meeting. I think he is
very wrong, but certainly if there is any opposition such a
matter should be decided by the full Board. It is not fair to say
that the appointment has come at the Fund's request rather than
that of the University. It is true that I have discussed the
matter with professors in the University over & period of months.
But the fine thing esbout this is that the Department of Education
and the whole Division of the Social Sciences are eager to have
him &s a colleague. I don't know when we will find as handsome
a combination of & qualified individual and full acceptance by a
faculty. Such an appointment would improve the morale of the
whole Negro group by showing a rise in the ceiling of opportunity.
It would also have an important influence on the kind of race
relations that we must foster if we really want democrsacy.

Very truly yours,

ERE:JW Epwin R. E

Mrs. David M. Levy
300 Park Avenue
New York City
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February 12, 1942

Dear Adele: Let me try to tell you just what I think about

the nursery school proposal and meybe we can
talk about it further when we meet for Nominating Committee dis-
cussions. A first consideration, ag I wrote you last year, is
that the trustees voted very firmly a few years ago that from
now on we were to make no deviations from the established limits
of our programs. While it is true that the trustees have full
power to reverse themselves on such a decision at any time they
please, my belief is that the majority will went to hew pretiy
closely to the lines already leid down during the concluding
years of the Fund's life.

The second consideration is thst if we are to
accomplish anything of lasting importance in these remaining
years we must concentrate. The Fund has an unappropriated
balance of sbout two million dollars and sgbout a million com-
mitted to work now in process. With this limited but substan-
tial sum, I believe that in the next five or six years of our
life expenctancy we can do three tasks of major importance:
(1) demonstrate the importence and some of the wise procedures
of rurel education; (2) help develop another two hurndred or so
most promising young Kegroes and Southerners; (3) make some
impress by counsel and propaganda on the general matter of
race relations.

We are including nursery schocl educetion
within the generszl programs of the teachers colleges that we are
supporting and also in the university centers that we helped
build up in the past. As a matter of fact, the request you sent
me last year from Mrs. Clark was for day nurseries rather than
the education of pre-school children. The whole guestion of the
gare of young people is so far afield from our present efforts in
education that to go into it would amount to undertaking a new




and distinct program. And, to my mind, a foundation as con-
trasted to individuals should concern itself not so much with
miscellaneous gifts, however worthy in themselves, as with the
cerrying out of continuous progrems over a period of years. It
is the continuity and wise supervision of work that is the
function which a foundation is peculiarly qualified to do and
in which I think it can meke its greatest contribution.

I do not know whether I have made my point
cleerly or if you agree with it. In general my feeling is that
we should for the remainder of our relatively brief life stick
very close to the center of the limited tasks that we have under-
taken. I will gladly discuss with you further this general
principle as well as its epplication to such specific proposals
as that of day nurseries.

Very truly yours,

= l‘_ DWIN [ 2. EMBREE

Mrs. David M. Levy
300 Park Avenue
New York City




October 8, 1942

Dear Adele: It 48 good to have a note from your

gay typsariter. I look lorwsrd to
seeing you at Chapel Hill and maybe earller, a3 I may
be coming through New York sbout the middile of
October.

The Institute of Adult Education that
Judge Feidelson is proposing in Birminghea sourds
interesting. I em sure this sort of ihirg is desir-
able, but I am equally sure tbat this Fund must not
get into the business of contributing to these local
projects, however good they may be. This sort of
thing comes to us all the time from praclically every
eity in the country. Unless we stick to our definite
prograns in edncation end fellowships we will simply
fritter our money away with no strong lapsct as &
result.

I know this insistence of mine on
concentrating our efforts on very specific programs
is a good deal of & bore to people who are actively
interested in good things of a&ll sorts all over the
country, but I know it is the only effective way for
& foundation to work. Yes?

ERE: Very truly yours,
= epwit R. EMBREE

Mrs. David M. Levy
New York City /\ i




Mzs. Davin. M.Lmvy CL ﬁm
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My dear Edwin:

T t the subject

letter might fal scope of ct vity of
the Julius Rosenwald Fund., Judge Feidelson will get
in touch with you in the near future. From then on
it is up to you and the Executive Committee,

Wle are well, much too busy, and feeling
this morning somewhat optimistic about the world (I
live in a fool's paradise). Will see you at Chapel
Hill if not before.

Warm greetings,

(e

P.S.: I am told that the amount of money needed to start
the project in the memorandum would be comparatively
small, I will be interested to know whether or not Jou
are interested,



DOROTHY M. NATHAN
386 FOURTH AVENUE
NEW YORK, N. Y.

15th Floor MUrray Hill 3-6700

October 1, 1942

Dear Adele,

I have a request to make and, having learned by experience
that it is easier to reach you via the mails than by telephone, I am
using this method of commnicating with you.

We have been asked to help secure some financing for an
Institute of Adult Education in Birmingham, Alabama. The recuest
comes from Charles N, Feidelson who, as a former Judge, a labor
relations counsel, & columnist for the Birmingham lMorning News,
and a radio commentator, is prominent in forward looking social
movements in thet city and its adjacent area. Judge Feidelson has
interested a number of civic leaders in the formation of such an
institute, but is finding difficulty in raising adequate funds
locally.

Prominent among the objectives of Judge Feidelson and his
associates is the promotion of better relations between whites and
Negroes. Recent reports indicate an alarming growth in anti-Negro
feeling in various parts of the country, not least in the old South.
fihereas this movement was to some extent checked by the defeat of
Governor Talmadge in Georgia, Governor Dixon of Alabame is himself
rabidly anti-Negro, and considerable work seems to be needed to
prevent the spread of the "white supremacy" doctrine in that state.

At present Judge Feidelson represents both the American
Jewish Committee and the Anti-Defamation League, hqﬁding up a joint
office for the two orgenizations in the South.l It A8 not however,
in this capacity, that he is interested in the forﬂstion of the
proposed institute. Our knowledge of his views and his ability is
such as to give us every confidence that he will do & fire job if
he succeeds in securing sufficient funds for his purposese.



October 26, 1942

Dear Adeles I had hoped that I might get a chance to see you

this autumm. I always like to talk to each of
"my trustees®™ =s often as possible about the work of the Fund as
well as sbout our common interests in other matters in these
distresszed iimes,

8o far as Fund affairs are concerned, you will re-
member that the autumn meeting is regularly one at which we do not
consider much new tusiness but devolte ourselves to review of current
activities with a view of getting suggestions and criticisms from
the trustees. The only item that will require consideration and fresh
action at the coming meeting is the need of enlarging our Division
of Race Relations. The opportunities for Negroes are increasing so
rapidly and at the same time there are such tensions and such opposi-
tion on the part of resctionaries to any change that some agency with
experience in this field should be actively watching znd helping at
every turn. Specifically, there seems an opportunity to get Charles
Johnson into this office as co-director of this Division., From this
central point he can continue to direct the work at Fisk University
end the work which he is doing through the Congregational churches.
Johnson and Will Alexander would give us the two wisest men in this
whole field and would put us in a position of authority and influence.
We will discuss the whole matter at length at the meeting in Chapel
Hill and I hope we will come out in a position to be even more ef-
fective in this whole matter which a special issue of Survey Graphie
g0 trenchantly calls "Color - the Unfinished Business of Democracy”.

You remember, I hope, that you are chairman of the
Committee on Nominations of which Leonard Rieser and I are the other
members. We presented our recommendations at the spring meeting.
On the enclosed sheet are the nominations which will need to be formal-
ly made at the autumn meeting. I look forward to seeing you in Chapel
Hill.
Very truly yours,

EREsAC

R : _ EMBREE
Mre, Devid Levy ‘ IT:DW{N,R LMBRES

300 Park Avenue
New York Cilty




NOMINATIONS MADE BY THE COMMITTEE CONSISTING OF
Adele R. Levy, Chairman, Edwin R. Embree,
Leonard M. Rieser

(All of these nominations are for persons to succeed them-
selves except members of the Nominating Committee. New
members of this Committee are proposed since members of
this year's Nominating Committee come up for reelection
next year.)

Members and Trustees

Mark Ethridge

A. Richard Frank
Franklin C. McLeen
Lessing J. Rosenwald

cutive Committee

Edwin R. Embree

A. Richard Frank
Franklin C. McLean
Leonard M. Rieser
Marshall PField

Commit on 4 and Securities
A. Richard Frank

Finance Committee

Lessing J. Rosenwald
Edgar B. Stern
A. Richard Frank

Nominating Committee

Franklin C. McLean
Mark Ethridge
Marshall PField

Chairman of the Board of Trustees
Lessing J. Rosenwald
sid of

Edwin R. Embree



Mrs. Davip M. LEVY
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February 24, 1943, |
| |

?\__i_!
My dear Franklin:

I am enthusiastic about the pros-
pect of having Bishop Sheil a member of the board
of the Julius Rosemwald Fund. I hope very much
that he will consent to serve.

I am looking forward to seeing

you on April seventeenth,

Yours sincerely,

o

Mr. Franklin McLeen,
Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue,
Chicago, Illinois,
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Nuew York CIiTy
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My dear Edwif: I———-:'ﬁ__J

.

You are receiving an appeal today |from
the National Organization for Public Heal ing,
asking that the Rosenwald Fund provide a nurse and a
clerical assistant for their Council to Study Problems
and Employment of the Negro Public Health Nurse, with
the view to opening new areas of employment for the
colored nurse, I am so eager for this to be done,
and feel that this iz the strategic moment. There
is a dearth of nurses and because of Mrs. Riddle and
a f'ew people like her thers are some well qualified
negro nurses available, if the doors were opened to
them. The reguest has been made to cover a three
year grant, since it looks as though the whole job
could be done and the machinery set in motion within
that period.

I hope this will receive your serious
consideration and that you will place it on the docket
for discussion.

Yours sincerely,

Mr. Edwin R. Embree,
Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue,
Chicago, Illinois,




March 23, 1943

My de.r Adsles I will certeinly see that the uppesl

from the Kational Organization for
Public Heelth Nursing is put on the docket of the next
trustees' meeting. I must sey, however, that my cwn
opinicn is against it. HNrs. Riddle is = very smergetic
pasrson and has kept herself and her projects on our
payroll for a consideable part of the past ssven or
elght yesrs. This purticulsr project regresents & very
lerge overhexd [or service that should be done as &
regular activity of the nursing organizations.

But the chiel objecticn from the
standpoint of & Rosenweld Fund grant is thet we heve
definitely gone out of the fieid of Negro health. I am
sure that a foundation (as contrested to individusls)
should bhold itself to very definite programs rather than
to wiscellanesous gifts tc a mumber of projects however
worthy in themselves, We have dcne & few things with
notuble success, e.g. building scheclhouses, the rural
educstion progrsm:, the [ellowships, etc. Unlesa we
stick to very specific progrime, w- lose our special
effectivensss.

Whenever we reg rd one of cur pro-
grims 88 complete (as we have for example gchool build-
ings and Kegro bealth) ws continue to be beset by apecial
appesls. My belief is that the oniy way w2 can go out of
& progrem is to go out of it. And I think this should
now a ply te Negro health &s it does to other fields in
which we are nc longer engaged.

Does this seem to you too rigid or
ev:n wooden? In defense cf mysel' I must ssy that the




Mrs. David ¥. Levy - 2

Board ss a whole has taken even stronger ground on
this matter of policy than I.

My greetings. I am sorry thet we
see euch other sc seldom - the penslty of bucy lives
in a too busy world.

Very truly yours,

--.\ L

ERZ: XY

Mrs. David M. Levy
300 Perk Avenue
New York City, New York



April 14, 1923,

My dear ¥Mr. Embree:

As Mrs. Levy has wired you, she
has an acute case of influenza, snd is feeling really
quite wreteched.

She asked me to send you this letter
te amplify her wire with regard to the prospect of the
continuance of the grants to social workerss, While she
realizez it doesn’t matter where the grants mre given, yet
she feels it would be desirable for the young negre social
workers to have as fine training as is offered, £ince the
need for the well trained worker is so grest. ©She has
heard through a confidential source that the Atlanta School,
while very fine in some respects, does not provide -the neceg-
sary amount of field work thet seems desirsble. She sug=
gests that you might be able to check this statement with
the president of the Association of Schools of Soeial Work,
who is Miss Gordon Hamilton, and whose address at the pres=-
ent time i:c the New York School of Socisl Work, 122 East
22nd Sireet, New York City.

Sincerely yours,

(!hﬁ,ﬁihelﬁuhﬁuh

Seeretary.

Mr. Edwin R, Embree,
Juliue Rosenwseld Fund,
4501 Ellis Avenue,
Ghicago, Iliinoisz.




April 20, 1943

Deer Adele: We missed you at the meetings last week-end.
Nipe trustees were present out of our thirteen
which I suppose is very good for these emergsncy times. We
elected Bishop Sheil with grect enthusissm. Illness kept him
from this me=ting, but he sent & letter expressing such satis-
faction in joining our group that it heertened us all. We
have plans for including him in meetings of our Executive Com-
mittee here in Chicago so as to keep him currently in touch with
our planning.

We geve a good deal of time to the projects in
which you were interested, especially the public heslth nursing
and the training of social workers and tc other projects such
&8s Karamu House, Bethune-Cockmeén College and other appeals in
which other individual trustees asre interested. Your brother,
&8 Cheirman of the Board, reiterated the stand he has consist-
ently taken —- that the Fund as contrasted teo individusls can
do an effective job only by restricting itself to fairly def-
inite znd limited progrems, projects to which it csn give zdvice
and direction as well as money. By unanimous vote, in spite of
their individuel interests in given projects, the trustees adopted
the following vote:

RESOLVED That the officers be instructed not to bring to the
Board projects, however worthy in themselves, that
do not fsall within the progrsms on which the Pund is
now concentr- ting, namely, rural educstion, fellowships,
and rsce relations.

I must say thet I sgree heartily with this poliey.
With & lirited emount of money, I think we cen do & few things
very effectively and I am sure we will not be effective at all
if we scatter our money over & wide'arﬂs'hn-qver meritorious
given projects may be in themselves, j hope you sgree with this
general policy however much you mey regret its effect on given
projects. ‘ ;g*v

. {1}



I wish I hed an opportunity to talk with you
a little oftener about the things we are doing. It so happens
thaet I will be in New York over this coming week-end. If by
chance you are there and fully recovered, I would love to have
& little vipgit with you. I will call you some time Fpiday or
Saturday to see how the land lies.

Very truly yours,

EDWIN R. EMEREE
ERE: S0

¥Mrs. Devid M. Lewy
300 Park Avenue
New York, New York
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May 13, 1943,

My dear Edwin:

I have been asked to write you
regarding Drs Georges M. Jean-Baptiste, He is
a graduate medical doctor, 28 years old, from
Haiti, and has at present a fellowship covering
only his room and board at Provident Hospital
in Chicago. This fellowship is for the purpose
of research in fields of obstetrics and gymecology
there, He needs money for tuition expenses
and special fees (about $900, I believe), and
I wonder if it would be possible f'or him to have
a supplementary scholarship from the Julius Rosenw
wald Fund. I personally know nothing about him,
but he has been recommended by people whose opinion
I value.

If a situation such as this falls with=
in the policy of the Rosenwald Fund, I would appreciate
it very much if you would see him. Would you let
me know, and if you will see him I will ask him to
get in touch with you for an s&ppointment.

Sincerely yours,

Cosete

s P 15 ,a’_'{l

Mr. Edwin R. Embree,
Julius Rosenwald Fund,
49801 Ellis Avenue,
Chicago, Illinocis.



May 27, 1943

Dear Adele: Your recent note ceme just as I was

leuving town for a week. The case of
Doctor CGecrge H. Jean-Beptiste would fall within the
poesibilities of Mund aid. As suggecsted in your rote,
I recommend thet you ask him te get in touch with me.
I shell certainly be glsd to talk with him end give
him sny help we can.

It is a comfort to be responsive to
any suggestion that comes from you.

Very truly yours,
Epwin R. EMBPEE

ERE:-

ke ffe)

#re, David &,
300 Park Axenun
New York, Mew York




June 15, 1943

Desar Adele: I had & talk with Dr. Georges M. Jenn-Baptiste

who called on me at your suggestion. I em
happy to report that Provident Hospital, using in part funds
from us, has ecesigned him & residency fellowship at the rote
of £50 a month, plus living costa. Doctor Jesn-Beptiste, of
course, would like to have s larger grart but this is the
maximm thet Provident gives for amy such post. To give more
would upset their serxle and ralse unanswersble nuestions with
other mpen fully ss well qualified as he. Since hie living
costs ere fully met, I see no reeson why he cenrot make out
on this awrrd which has proved sufficient in meny other ceses.
In fect, fe wes unable to "show ceuse®™ why he needed more,

I hope this seems tc you & sstisfsctory
handliing of the ggse. I was imoressed by the man's person~-
ality end Uoctor burn, Chief of Staff &t Provident, reports
that ne has done excellent work during the pest yenr as an
interne.

My greetings to you and yours,
Very truly yours,

ERE: )
o o)

300 Park Avenue
New York, Hew York
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Mrs. David M. Levy
300 Park Avenue
New York, New York
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October 11 ’ 1943

Dear Mra. Levy: A label addressed to

s you which was atteched
to & small book has been returned toc us by
the post office. It is dated September 13,
&nd I am wondering if this label was sep-
arated from the book, "Education «nd the
Culturel Process", which was sent to you
about that time. Would you please let me
know if you received this book?

Sincerely yours,

SuMIko Our
80 Secretary to Mr. Eab%he

Mrs. David M. v
300 Park Ava:éo

New York, Rew York




MRS, Davin M. LEVY, ﬁﬁ{l&;ﬁ,

BOO Pamrx AVvENUE
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October 14, 1943,

fi

My dear Miss Oura:

I'm afraid the book you
send Mrs. Levy, "Bducation and the Cultural
Process" must have been lost in the mail, and
I know she'd be glad to receive anocther COpYe

Sincerely yours,

Q. C. (whlmn

Secretary.
Miss Sumiko Oura,
Julius Rosenwald,Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue,
Chicago, Illinois.
‘__ /_’/ﬁ\"},\
‘ = g ';
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October 22, 1943

Dear Miss Whitma: | Thank you for
letting me know

ebout the book which must have been

lost in transit. Another copy is go-

ing out within the next few days to

Mrs, Levy.
Sincerely yours,
SUMIKO OURA
S0 Secretary to Mr. Embree

Miss 4. C, Whitme y
Secretary to Mrs. David H, Levy (
300 Yark Avenue

Now lork <2, Mew York
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November 18, 1943

Dear Mrs. Levys: I have the honor to inform

you that at the meeting of
the Hembers of the Julius Rosenwald Fund held on
HRovember 13, 1943, you were re-elected to the
Board of Trustees of that body to serve until the
annual meeting of 1946. You were also elected to
serve for the year 1943-44 &3 a member of the
Nominating Committee, the other members of wiich
are Franklin C. Mclean, chairman, and Mark Ethridge.

Very truly yours,
DOROTHY A. ELvibgr
DAE: AM i
Mrs. David M. Levy .. CL.::J.A&M

300 Park Avenue
New York 22, New York

i
WL



Mzs. Davip M. Leva, im

BO0 Pang AVENUER
WNew YoRx 22, N.Y.
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November 30, 1843,

My dear Edwin:

Thank you very much for sending
me the three books you mention in your letter
of November 12th - end alsc for sending me
ancther copy of "Education and the Cultural
Process" to replace the one that was appar=
ently lost. I am very glad to have thece

baoks.

Sincerely youwrs,

Qate -

Mr. Edwin E.Embree,
Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4801 Ellis Avenus,
Chicago, 15, Illinois,
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