
Apri l 20, 1948 

Deer Mr . Browni 1 have the honor to inform you that you 
have been selected b)' the Commi ttee on 

Fellowships of the Julius Rosenw~ld Fund ~ receive a grant 
of 8ight een hun6r ed dollars (t.loCJu) for a t welve-month per­
iod beginning July 1, :'..946 t o atudy methods of developing 
acti vit ~ coll.(jciousness throuth the i ntrrunural program in 
secondary schools and co.Lle~t,S and t o enai.>le you to work 
to11,E:.1·d t he M.A. degree at tba University of Michigan. 

Because of the cloain& of th~ Fund it 
i s imperattve that the grant be accepted only if you are 
prepared to begi n your p1•oject on the date s1,1ecified and 
carry through your wor k as outlined in yc,ur &.pplication. I 
,,ant t o point out to )'OU that the funds i ncl uded i n this 
G~ard are not subject to federal inco~e tax. 

Wi ll you ples se let us know a t once 
nhether or not you can accept the fellowshi~? An announce­
ment of t he CoI!lLli t tee I s selections ,iill be made soon, and 
it can include onl) t hose from -ahora aocept imces have beon 
r eceived . 

Sincerely yours , 

HR :RC For t he Comn.lttee 
O!l ] 'elloYtshipe 

.Ltr. ~scoe Conkliat, B~r~o~~~n~,~{~Z:a:•- -•i.::r:rllll,ii;li-cr .. 1 •If ... , __ 

West Virginia State Co!lege 
Iasti ute, ~est Vlrgiuia 
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Name Roscoe Conkling Brom, Jr. Field: Physical ruu­

In .. tructor, Physical Education, \Veet Virginia State C~ll.ege 
Tiest Virginia State College, Institute, r;es"& Vil'glnia 

ca tion 

Plan of Work To s'tudy methods of tleveloping activity conaeiousn.ass through the 
1.ntrc).)nuraJ . .:n-ogr Ul.l in secondary schoolo 1,').ad colleges. 

P..e'iu'-'~t :J grant f or one yoar beginning July 194&. Will return to present 
po1.,itioo. Wishes to attend the Univarsity of W.ch:1c;e.n and study unter the suporvisiou 
of Profe1:1sor ::n.mer Mitchell c.nd sta!'f for the M. A. degree 111 Pbyliiet.U Educntion. 

Personal Data 

Undergraduate Worlc 

Graduate Work 

Experience 

Accomplishments 

Creutive Works 

Bcholq;rship: 

References 

Dorn WE..shillgton, :v. c. , tk.:.reh 1922 
Married, three dependent, 

Sprin~field College, 1939-43, B.s., 1943 

Age: 26 

U • ..,. Army, 194.3-45; socinl. worker, Mew York Cit) Department of 
T,elfare, lh.1\T York City, 1946,. "..2100; instructo1~ in physicu education, 
\Test Vi rgini & utate College, Institutti , '1<::1.>t Virginie, 1946- • ~2800 

K~pp~ :).elta Pi; Pi Garo.~~ Yu.; American A~soci~tion of Health, 
Physic•.l I:-0uea tion, and racrea t:ton 

Organi zed Boy $cout ·rroop, 1946; dir~otcd departm~ntal damonst~ation, 
1946; initia:wd intrtmural council at Weut Virginie. St cte College, 
1946-47; organised post V- E day progre.r;, for educ-tiou and orientstlon 
of fighter sn~adron JJ.:F, 19/451 eided in orgsnization of 1-acrect1on 
playuound ,1t Institute, 1947 

Morgan Sobolership O ya.:.rs) ..:100 p-.r yeur, Sprinffield Collot;e, 
1940-4.'.3 

Charles C. Jk1tkino, 'fie at Virtinia State Collet'l!'i 
John :: • Davia, n 11 11 11 

Charl -s B. r)ltenber, Elmira College 
Wendell D. M~nsfield, Pomfret Jchool, ?omi'ret, Conn. 
Harrison H. Ferrell, :'est Virginia St.-J..tc College 
Raymond Drewry, .Syrint;field College 

Budget Summary 

Total Amount Needed 
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From Fund 
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Roscoe C. Brown, Jl·<:£> 

PROJECT SUltMARY 
JUl tUS RO 

O FUND 

I run presenting the fol lowing background for my proje~t . I 

was gradua ted in March, 1943, from Springfield College reoe1v1ng my 

B. s. in Heal th and Physical Education "w1i th Highest Praise. " 

Immediately following graduation, I was called to active dUty with 

the Un i ted Statoe Army Air Forces . For the n ext two and and a half 

years I served as a f i ghter p ilot, c omploting 68 missions over 

German-hold territory duri ng my 15 months service ~I th the 15th 

Air Force 1n Ito.ly. I was di schar ged November 3 0 , 1945 from Ft Dix. 

N. J . Ky service also included duties of operations and training 

officer , and squadron cm:i:uan.c..er - n command of 250 oi'f icers and mon. 

Folloµing my discharge I was employed a s a ooc~al worker in New York 

Ci ty :for s everal mouths befo.1 e coming to West Virginia Sta.ta College 

as an instruc tor i n fhysic l Education. As a l:'v~ult of these ex .. 

perionc e s I have found a TJ.oud fo1• a s.:..udy o.,: this typo. 

Thia project entails a study cr.1 tho graduat e lovel at tho Univer ... 

si ty of ich.1.gnn Ora.du.etc Bchuol . ;d.lG _ubj cct of the _projec t i s 
, 

11Hethods of Develop i ng Ac t ivity Consciousno~io t hf~o'.lgh. the Int ra-,, 
mura l p rogrru::i. 'l'he l atest philosophy of heal th 1c ~h t of a. total 

picture 1nvol ving body , ment al , a .d phyaic l heal ~h. '11bJ.a philo­

sophy has recent l y been i ncorporated in progrruns of severlll honl.th 

organizations o.nd movements and publicized 1n t he latest periodicals. 

Physi cal health ia of ten overlooked in the total health pictur,. 

Statistica sho\, that t o se persons \'l o are la.eki ng 1n phye1cal health 

of ten are tbose l acking ment al h ealth or are t hose unfible t o meet 

certain exigen61es that r equire excessive expenditure of physical 

energy. l The 1ntUJ:rural pr ogram in scliool:s and colleges can do much 

1 "Introducti on to .ch s i od.1 Education "Nixon and Cozens: J. B. Saunders 
& Co . , Chapt V, Px . 69 



rloscoe c. Drown, Jr 

to stimulate interest in r hysieal activity and recreation, o_~d 

these values y;ill carry over into adult life an<i me.ke tho nation's 

communities more !l.Ctivity conac·ous • t.1y project proposes to study, 

the meth~ds of develo ing and maintaining that interest through tho 

intrmm1ral x·ogram. 

Since the problem is a national problem, i ts scope, naturally, 

mu:,t be national . Under the direction and su.1-'er·vision of the staff 

at the Uni versi#7 of Michigan, J[ plan to study the ! roblom th1•ough 

student opinion polls, eurveys, and quostiorua1ros, throush a study 

of o.dlnini2trati ve rocedure8 o.nd phil osophy, a.."'ld th.rough thorough 

inspection of fnclli ties and progr".ms of instl tu tione th.r ugh.out 

the cowitry:, both Negro nnd hlto . Opinion will be sought as to:2 

1 . my existing disinterest in physical 
activity? 

2 . \fuy th$ ;pr•evalence of ait.-down type ctivity·l 

s. fuat type of activity progrnms are already set 

up? 

J.ly atudy will then formulate e.n intramur al program for uso in 

schools and colleges based on the research w ch has been done . 

'l.his study should be of much .b.elp 1n mooting a definite need 111 th.e 

development of the ,mole heal th pie ture . 

DESCRIB1'ION OP • ROORESS 

II. The projeot he.s beon studied du.ring the past year. I 

have been associated with the 11,t:::unural program of West Virginia 

Stat e Collee;o for the past ye~...r and have f ormulntod thio project 

s.8 a restUt o-:: tho problems_, and att1 tud4s that I experienced. 

2 
.trlnciples 0£ Physical .c.duoation, J . F . billis.ms : w. B. Snunders; Cha.pt . 

VI, pp . 198 
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als◊ pl m to co tinue a:, cw instructor nnd rosaarch.Gr 1n phy~ical 

6duc tion. '.J.'hrcugh my e:xper1~nco. ! hop to ae:nlrue orll id t10 ... o 

rut inistr tivo d.ut1oo. 'lho neeus of' student:., orl..v:rc., ond por-­

i'o3aior-nl eople nmnt be et by an vver wide 1in5 preparedn ,.G by 

t he profeos!.on. I do not p l im. to ..-.:o:·k or l1fe-t1 e in Ncgr-o 

1nat1tut1,)ns, bu.t hope oo or·oadcn out my c!'llplo~.01 t ... cope to 

in·tesrat- <l nat1tut1ona. 1 ar"'u.nd preparednes3 8.11.d pro!osoicllal 

tu.nding 111 . . elp ~o ntt in t.1is wider ooeup tional oeoJ>e. 
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P..oocoe Conkling Brown, Jr. 

Dr, Harrison H. Ferrell,1, Dean, Y,est Vil"'ginia State Col..lege, Institute, 
West Virginia 

Mr. Roscoe C. Brown, Jr. heo been a member ot the 

faculty of test Virginia State College for one yeer but ln this short 

time, he has e~rned tho respect of his f aculty colleagues and his stu­

dents because of his outstanding ebility and willingness to serve. 

It is important that all students in secondary 

schoolq and colleges ra nd universities derive some benefit from partici­

pation in llltramu.ral probrams As a part ot a total heelt.~ program. 

HoTever, many f:tudents do not realize the import1mce of euch participa­

tion and as n result go backward in personal health wuile apparently 

enjoying seeing Yaraity ~thletic competition. ~r. Brown's study will 

be of' great service toward the correction of this defect. Becaune of 

hi.S super ior scholership and ability, Mr . Brown will be able to point 

the way toward new upproaches to nccomplish participation on the part 

of studente in intramure.l progracs . As instructor of Health, Physical 

Education e.nd Safety in West Yirginia State College fir . Broffll has a 

strategic rol o in the expazd.ng health progr am of the college. 

Mr. Brown has a pleasant personalit~ , e~otional 

balance, excellent character and habits . 

Dr . Charles C. Hawkins , Director, Department of Health, Physical Educ . , 
Safety, nest Virginia Si:.ate College 

Mr. Roscoe C. Brown ls now completing his second 

year as my a~sist&nt in the Departruant oP Health, Physical E.ducation 

and Safety here at l"e~t Virginia State College. •tr. Br own, after having 



Letters of Reference - Roscoe Conkling Bro~n, Jr. 

gradu~ted f rom Springfield College and having apent three years as 

Captain in the Army Air Force_ over seas, brought new life to our pro­

gram here and has contribut ed in an i:infileasurable way to the effective­

ness urtd succeso of our progrsin. I consider Mr. Brown as one of the 

best among the younger men in his field end one who possesses qualifica­

tions, abilities, enc! potentialities that qualify hi:;1 to do a most 

outstanding Job in the future and to ~ake worthwhile contributions in 

that phsae of his profession that is his cen~ral interest. 

- 2 -

I consider his plan of ~ork as something that is oost 

desirable and greatly needed in ~he education of youths throughout the 

country. I porsonally consi:ier the :t·roject as posf!esoing definite 'i.U8l-

1ties o~ the ne~ education now developing in this country. ne are 

becoming more concerned ~ith the development of the total personality of 

tlie individual Rtudent. 'l'he phydce.l , social, and recret.tiona.l wellbeing 

of the indivi~ual should end must receive comparable emphasis and interest 

to that which has been given to mental develop~ent in the past. No 

greater contribution can be made to living in Am~rica than that which is 

concorned with helping and preparing .. eople to "live t1ost11 hnd to 11serve 

best. " ~r. Brown ts prep~red and highly c~~able of making an noteworthy 

contribution in his field of interest. 

Dr. Charles B, Rutenber, ProfeRsor of Chemistry, Elro.ra College, New Yo~c 

Llr. Brown took four cour~es from tte a.t Si::,ringfield 

Colle3e, b.lld was an Assistant in additi.on, so thot I feel I have had a 

good chance to know him. 



Lstters of Refer&nce - Roscoe Conkling Broll'll, Jr. - J -

l cannot praise him too highly. He i~ exce1tionell y 

intelligent, and posseesee imagination n!ld lnitiative . I feel that there 

is every possibility that he ca..-i m.n};e A ",orthwhile contribution in the 

field that he h:::s chosen for his proj ect . 

Yr. John ff , D~vis. Fresi u~nt, ~est Virginia ~tc.te College 

&lpht.ds on L~alth anc.. physloul education is a nmust" 

for America . I 5.I:l pleased to rec .. ,1.t-:iend ..;ir . Roscoe C. Brown, Jr. !or a 

Julius Rosenwald Fund fellowship. AG a. Captain in the Air ForceB and 

ltster e.s one of the instructors in physical eoucs.tlon s.t this colle.,e, 

• ~-!r. Bro.m hes come t o.ce to feoe with probl ems of heal th, He plane 

through trainin& in the field of physio&l ~ducation to remedy some of the 

heolth refects of students .nd others in our collegElS e.nd COI:l1unities today. 

t.1r. Vroffl 1 i: plan of work "ill lead to good r-esults . 

ne has tht'.. &bili ty, t.ri.inlng, a.:id bacl..:iround to -r,ursue his study plan. 

iest Vir6ini~ Stute College is keenl y interested in 

the acaderaic "el.fare of Mr. Brown. His per iod of training as now sug­

&ested will en&bls hifl to render better service here • 

. .!r. f.encell D, .Mansfidd, Dir1a1ctor of ..lthletics, Pomfret School, Pomfret, 
Connecticut 

I have known Roscoe C. Brown, Jr. for the pest seven 

years and he is one or the fin~at young men that I hove ever enjoyed 

meeting. It is a pl'-'e.sure to write a report on hil:i as there le nothing 

whatsoever that I can ~rite that might prove detrimental to his ~elfere . 

Also I have no mental reservations concerning any of his activities. 



Letters of Reference - Roscoe Conkling Brown, Jr. - 4 -

Broffll has exceptional intellectual q1.mlificetions 

and I regret that he did not io into medicine a~ a profession. I be-

lieve the war ~nd marricge caused him to change his mind, ~fter his 

disch~rge from the service. Academically he is outstanding in any 6roup, 

hav ~ng a nost t>etentive memory, and ouo th;:,.t can clear ly pi ece information 

and thoughts together to ~reate a happy quick solution. His work.~anship 

is near, thorough, and clearly written . He il!l interested in the "why" of 

thiuga and should be in research or problem solving capacity. 

Brown bas a most pl easing personality ~nd is well 

liked by all groups and types of peoples . In college he was a leader 

in his class work and on the o:t.hletic f ield . He is interested in people 

s.nd their welfare and h!:!s never shown any act of thoughtlessner:,s or self.!.shuea:,. 

His project s eems moat timely and necessary to the 

better~~nt of our future gener ations. Should he find the proper solution 

to his problem, or even discover a parti!il solution, the effort and. monies 

epent would soon repay itself oany-fold in better citizens of this and 

other councries . 

Brol\'11. is dependable, honest, und 1oya.l to any obli ge­

tion and will be ~oat ~pprecintive of any trust placed in him. 

Dr. &.;vmonJ Drewry. Director of Teacher Education, Springfield College, 
Springfield, Kessachusetts 

Mr. Roscoe C. Brownie a young man of great mental 

aoility, end since he is also a very willing worker he accomplishes 

excellent results . I cannot epeak. authoritatively nbout his research 

ability, but I assume he will hsve co::i.petent professorial superitsion . 



Letters of Reference - Roscoe Conkline Brown, J r . 

It is my belief that he is ce.1-,able of cont.rolled, precise and sustain.ad 

thinking. The topic appeal!' to 10.e greatly. lf he can discover 1:he 

cuuse of ttspectatoritis" and do something to e.llevi~te the condition 

this study "1111 be e.,inently \'lorth'r.hile. 

- 5 -



April 26, 1948 

Dear llr. Brown.a In tlllS~dr to your le~tor of April 

22, I w:a gle.d to i.l!or a you that 

the ohaages you suggested are agreeable to ua. The 

terms of your fellowship are now r evisee to read, 

" •••fora twelTe-aonth period beginning Septe■ber, 1948 

at New York OniTersi ty. • 

As soon as lliss flvidge returns 

to the city, you will hear from her setting up a 

payment plan convenient to you. 

Sincerely your s , 

Ui\ 
For t he Committee 
on JPellowshipa 

llr . osooe Conklin \:;.r .:,own~•t.-J.;,r~•---...,., ,..., e.,. .. 
West Virginia State 'College 
Institute, West Virginia 



WEST V IRG IN IA STATE COLLEGE 

INSTITUT E. WEST V IRGINIA 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

AND SAFETY 

CHARLES C. HAWKINS 
Director 

Health 
SAMUEL J. BASKERVILLE, D. D. s ' 
JURUETTA N. COLMAN, R. N. 
DEWAYNE F . DAVIS, M. D. 

April 22, 1948 

WlLLI/IM M. HALL, M. D. 
CLARA B. HAMILTON, R. N. 
DENNIS E . SMITH, D . D . S. 

Physical Education and Safety 
FLOYD H. BROWN 
ROSCOE C. BROWN, J R. 
WILLIAM F. BURGHARDT 
PATRICl/1 B. CALLOWAY 
MARK H. CARDWELL 
AUDREY Y. EUBANKS 
REMITHA M. SPURLOCK 

TOBIAS WAGNER, 
Visiting Professor 
Safety 

Jul ius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chi cago 1~, Illinois 

Attention: Miss Hilda Reitzes 

Dear Mis~ Reitzes: 

I wish to acknowledge receipt of your communication 
of April 20th informing me of my selection for a fel lowship 
award for a twelve-mont h period beginning July, 1948. 

It is a pleasure and an honor for me to accept the 
fellowship. However , I would like t he grant to begin 
September 1, 1948 for a twelve month period per our telephone 
conversation of April 22, as my admission to school is for 
the fall term, 1948. Also I would like to know if it would be 
possible for me to study at New York University, to which I 
have also been admitted , i,nstead of the University of Michigan. 
As you know, the housing problem is critical and I have been 
unable to secure housing accomodations for my family in or 
near Ann Arbor , Michigan, while on the other hand, I have been 
able to reserve an apartment in New York City. 

Please Notify me as soon as possible whether the 
latter change is possible. The oroject as proposed remains 
the same. I am sure that Dr. Leonard Larson of Nev York 
Un1versity, vhom I studied under at Springfield College , 
Massachusetts, vould be an excellent counsellor for my project . 

Again I trlsh to express my appreci ation for the award. 
May I hear from you at your earliest convenience? 

Very truly yours, 

rJ) ~ ~ 
oscoe Conkli:f.'.""'• J~ 



WEST V IRGINIA STATE COLLEGE 

INST IT UTE. WEST V I RGINIA 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
PHYSICAL E DUCATION 

3 November 1947 

1tf2 ,,,,Q__~ ( 0 AND SAFETY 

CHARLES C. HAWKINS 
Director 

Health 
SAMUEL J . BASKERVILU, D. D. s 
JURllETTA N. COLMAN, R. N. 
DEWAYNE F. DAVIS, M. D. 
WILLIAM M. HALL, M. D. -\----r-CLARA B. HAMILTON, R. N. 
DENNIS E. SMITH, D. D. S. 

Physical Education and 
FLOYD H. BROWN 
ROSCOE C. BROWN, JR. 
Wn,LIAM F. BuR~HARll'r 
PATRICIA B. CALLOWAY 
MARK H. CARDWELL 
AUDREY Y. EUBANKS 
REMITHA M. SPURLOCK 

TOBIAS WAGNER, 
Visiting Professor 
Safety 

Safety 

Julius Rosemrald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago , Illinois 

Attention of: Miss Hilda Rietezes 

Gentlemen: 

I am interested in applying for a Rosenwald 

Fellowship. I shall appreciate your forwarding an applica­

tion form to me at the address below. 

Thank you. 

uly vours, 

~ 
C 

epar to ea fh, 
Physical Education & Safety 
West Virginia State College 



Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS A VENUE 

CHICAGO 15 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Roscoe C. Brovm, Jr. 

Dr . Harrison H. Ferrell, Dean 
West Virginia State College 
Institute, West Virginia 

The above,named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships 
are not intended to give aid to "worthy and deserving" students, but to enable people of exceptional 
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant's qualifications 
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence . 

. William- 0. Haygood 
DirecU>r~/or F-el-ltJwships 

REPORT 

Mr. Roscoe C. Brown, Jr . has been a member of the faculty of West Vir ginia State 
College for one year but in this short time, he has earned the respect of his 
faculty colleagues and his students because of his outstanding ability and willingness 
to serve . ,'"" ~ 

After fini shin~/41s baccalaureate t r aining at the Springfield Y.M:c.A. College ) 
as an honor graduate wi th grades of chiefly A credit, Mr. Brovm' s educati on was 
interrupted thereafter in Columbia University by war service. He became a 
Capta i n in t he Air Foroe and bought dovm the last German pl ane in t he European' 
theatre of operation to~ rd Vie end of the war. After his di scharte, he becaoe a 
member, 6f the faculty of"west Virginia State Gollege. J 

It is important that all students in secondary schools and colleges and universities 
derive some benefit from participation in intramural programs as a part of a total 
health program. However , many students do not realize the importance of such 

OVER 



participation and as a r esult go backward in personal health while apparently 
enjoying seeing varsity athletic competition. Mr . Brown' s study wi ll be of 
great service to~ard the correction of this defect. Because of hi s superior 
schol arshi p and ability, Mr . Brovm wil l be able to point the way toward new 
appr oaches to accomplish partici pation on the part of students in intramural 
progr ams. As instructor of Health, Physical Educat i on and Safety in ~est Virginia 
State College Mr . Br own has a strategi c role i n t he expanding health program of 
the college. 

Mr . Brovm has a pleasant personality, emotional balance, excellent character and 
habits. 

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? /.,.a........,:. . 



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 15 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Name of Candidate Roscoe C. Brown, Jr . 

Report Requested of Dr. Chas . C. Hawkins , Director 
Department of Health , Phys . F.d., Saf ety 
hest Virginia State College 
Institute, West Virginia 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships 
are not intended to give aid to "worthy and deserving" students, but to enable people of exceptional 
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant's qualifications 
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence . 

REPORT 

. William C. Haygood 
Director for Fellowships 

Mr. Roscoe c. Brown is now completing hi~ second year as rrr:, assistant in 
the Department of Health, Physical Education and Safety here at West Virginia 
State Gollei:re . Mr . Brown , after havingl graduated from Sorin,:,-field College 
and having spent tlir ee year~ as Captain in the Army Air Force over seas , br ought 
new life to our program here and has contributed i n an innJlea~urable way to the 
effectiveness and success of on:r- program, I con~ider Mr . Brown aR one of the 
best among t he younger men in his field and one who posses~es qualifications , 
abi lities , and potentialities that qualify him to do a mo~t outstanding job in 
the future and to make worthwhile contributions in that phase of his profes~ion 
that. ;_~ hi ~ central interest . 

I con~ider his olan of work as ~omething that is mo~t desirable and greatly 
needed in the edu~ation of youths throughout the country, I per~onally conRider 
the project as possessing definite qualities of the new education now developing 
in this country. We are becoming more concerned with the developnent of the t otal 
personality of the individual ~tudent . The physical, social, and recreational 
wellbeing of the individual should and must receive coml'9-rable emphasis and 

OVER 



interest to that which has been gj_ven to mental development in the past. No 
greater contribution can be made to living in America than that which is con­
cer ned with helning and preparing people to "live most" and t o "serve best . " 

Mr. Brovn is pre-oared and hi ghly ~,apable of making a noteworthy contri­
but.ion 1n h 1~ field of int,erest . 

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? Mr . Brown is definitely free 

from ner~onal handicaps which wo,1ld make it difficult for him to hold a posi­
tion which wo•ild give him an oppor tunity t o utilize his abil ities . He 
~os~es~es unusual qual ities for winning over a difficult ~i tuation so ·that it 
works in the interest of his specific program. 

Signed.... ((££ ... <27 ~~· .......................... · ............. • ....... . 
Positionor Title. ......... Director .. of .. Heal th '·· Physical. Education. and. Safet! ............................... . 

Address ........ _w est .. Virginia . State . Col le ge, .. Institute , .. west.Virginia ....................................... . 

. . . .. . _ ...... _ . . . _ ....... ... ....................... . ............................. ......... _ ................... . . D a t e. ........ . ..... • .... . ...... . . ~ ..... . . ....... . . . . . 

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis A venue, Chicago 1 5, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS A VENUE 

CHICAGO 15 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Name of Candidate Roscoe C. Brown, Jr . 

Report Requested of Dr. Charles B. Rutenber 
Professor of Chemi stry 
Elmira College 
Elmira , New York 

The above,named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships 
are not intended to give aid to "worthy and deserving" students, but to enable people of exceptional 
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant's qualifications 
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence . 

REPORT 

. ~W-illiarrr C. Haygood­
Director for F ellowshiph~ 

Mr. Brovm took four courses from me at Springfi eld College , and was an 
Assistant in addi tion so t hat .I feel I have had a good. chance t o know hi m. 

I cannot prai se him too highlv . He i s eAcepti 0nall1 intelligent, and 
possesses i magination and inititi a tive . I feel th~t t her e i s every 
possibility t hat he can make a wor thwhi le contribution i n t he field that he 
has chosen f or hi s project. 

OVER 



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? Yes 

Signed ... (:i_ ~ ... fly 1 .. CJt"s b--................................................................................. . 

Position or Title ...... fr.Qt ~ .$~ _QJ: .. . Q.f . . .C.b.J~Jll.i.1?.t.:r.v .......................................................................................... . 

Address ......... .E.l.mira .College , .. .El inira ,. .. N .• Y.A ......... -...................................................................•...•........ 

. .... .... ...... .. .... .... ...... ........ .. ..... ..... .......... ............ ............. .............. .. . ... .... .. Date ... J an:uaxi .. l, .. 19A8 ............... . 

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund; 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 



Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS A VENUE 

CHICAGO 15 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Roscoe C. Brown, J r. 

Mr. John W. uavis , .President 
~est Virginia State College 
Institute, West Virginia 

The above,named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships 
are not intended to give aid to "worthy and deserving" students, but to enable people of exceptional 
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant's qualifications 
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence . 

REPORT 

. William C. Haygoml 
Director for Fellowships 

Emphasj s on heal th and physj cal educatjon i s a 11must11 for Amed ca. 
I am pleased to recommend Mr . Roscoe C. Brovm, Jr., f or a J uljus 
Rosenwald Fund fellowshjp . As a Captajn jn the Ajr Forces and 
later as one of the jnstructors in physjcal educatj on at this 
college, Mr. Brown has come face to face wjth problems of health. 
He plans through trajning jn the fjeld of physjcal educat1on to 
remedy some of the health defects of students and others jn our 
colleges and communjtjes today . 

Mr . Brown ' s plan of work wjll lead to good results . He has the 
abj l 1ty, trajnjng , and background to pursue hjs study plan . 

West Vjrg1nja State College 1s keenly jnterested 1n the academjc 
welfare of Mr. Brown . Hjs per1od of trajnjng as now suggested 
wjll enable h1m to render bett~r servjce here . 

OVER 



Is the candidate free from • er~ lity handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opp rtunitY,1 to utilize his abilities? 

I 

::: ::n n r Ti~ ................... ?~ e: ~. j e:: ,-s........ .. .. ... . . .... . ............................................................... . 

Address............................ ystj t u te, .. Wes t ... v;. rg;n; a .................................................................. . 

.................................................................................................... ............ Date. ... D e c em b e r .. 2 7 ., ... 19 4 7 .... . 

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 



Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS A VENUE 

CHICAGO 15 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Roscoe C. Brown , Jr. 

i,1r . Wendell D. t1ft.nsfield 
Director of Athletics 
Pomfret School 
Pomfret, Connecticut 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships 
are not intended to give aid to "worthy and deserving" students, but to enable people of exceptional 
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant's qualifications 
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence . 

REPORT 

. William C. Haygood 
Director- for Fellowships 

I have ~now Roscoe C. Srown , Jr . for the past seven years 
and heis one of the finest y ung men that I have ever enjoyed 
meet i ng . It is a pleasure to write a report on him as there 
is noth1 ng w2at so ever that I can write that might prove 
detrimental to his welfare . Also I have no mental reservations 
concerntng any of his activities . a 

nr 0wn has exceptional intellectmal qual ifications and I 
regret t "lat he did not go into rredicine as a rrofession . I be­
lieve the war and marriage caused him to c~ange his mind after 
his discharge from the service . Acadewically he is outstanding 
in any group , having a most retent ive memory , and one that can 
clearly piece infornation and t ho~ghts together to create a 
happy qui ck sol ution . His wor.raa.nship ls neat , thorough, and 
clearly written. He is interested in the 11why 11 of thinss and 
sho 1ld be an research or prob lem solving capacity . 

. . OVER ~rown has a most pleasing personal ity and is well liked 
by all croups and types of peopke~ . In col lege hewas a l eader 



in his c lass work and on the athletic f iel d . He is interested 
in people and their ,,elf 9. r e and has never shown any act of 
thoughtlessness or selfishness . 

Hi s projec t se ➔ms most tirre l y and necessary to the better­
ment of our future generations . Should he find the profer 
solution to h i s problem, or even discove r a partial sol ution, 
the effort and monies spent would aeon repay itself many 
fold~ in better citizens of this and other countries . 

Rrown is dependable honest , and loyal to any obligat i on 
and will be most appreciat ive of any trust placed uron him. 

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

1fone known . 

Address __________ Pomfret .. SQ ho o l_.,_ _____________ p oint)_•_e_t ..... G_o.nn.e.c.t_ic:ut _________________________________________________ _ 

.. ____ ......... __ ...................... _ ........... _ .......... _ ... _ .... __ ...... _____ .... _ ..... _ ................ _Date. ..... U e _c_ e mb -~ r .. .2.3 ~--.19 ... 4_7. .. 

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis A venue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 



Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS A VENUE 

CHICAGO 15 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Roscoe G. Brown, Jr. 

Dr . haymond Vr ewry 
Professor of l!<iucation 
Springf i el d College 
Springf i el d , 111a ssachuset t s 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

W e shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships 
are not intended to give aid to "worthy and deserving" students, but to enable people of exceptional 
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant's qualifications 
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated. 

W e request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence . 

REPORT 

. W illiam G. H~o0d 
Director- f,er, Fellewships 



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 

hold :;:•i~g nportunity to _utili,e ~? ~ ;._ . • ;#, 

\-i. N S-~it., T/ub ~~-lA~. ~, ~J ~U7._p10 ~~~?~~ UJJ,,.­
~ ~ ,,,_. ~ ~ ~~ .IA/-~,.i.,;..,,. -;t,. 
~r:-"~~~~ • 

Signed •••••••• R ~ ,.~ ··································································_ ········-····-······-····-····•u••········· 

Position or Title •••• ~~--d.~----~-,--~---~ -,-· 

Address •• ~ ..,.. -~ ---··· ••••• • • • ··········~~=-&·;;··;···~-~:;:;:······· 
Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 

4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 



Please fill out and return in order that we may complete our records 
on former Rosenwald Fellows~ • 

Name:---··········~:1: .... ~C!~.coe .. C. ,,.B~r~owrlliiniii-'!!11!!!11-.a..;;.;~:=:_· 

Present position :-.... ':':Sr ..... Health .. ~inn .. Speci.al-ist. .............. _._._ .. _._. 

----··:---··------ .. ·-.. ---. u• .. s •.. Public .. H~alth . Se~ice "···-·-·-·-····-··········--·-·-·--······ 

Address : ... ·-·-·-·-··~~~~~ .. ~1..J~.~ ... ~.~-·J~thesda .. Station)·--··-·· .... 

····················--···--·····-·-···········-··1~··Piibuca'tioif-·0r··quarter1Y··Nattona1 
Significant recent activities:Negro Health News devoted to racial & in-

terracial matters of health & related subjects. (2) War emergen(J' 
servi~es in the __promotion of special health programs & in the re­
cr\U.tl.Ilg or proressional personnel fQr therublt~ H~alth Service 
& other Federal agencies & State heal.th de s. J)' ~ollabora~ion 
in the development of special health educa ion .ma~er~~.l 
symposia, visual adu<i~tfd1cati5i!-aT~heet if desired) P c...r--u c:::Cl'7 



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chica.go, Illinois 

The Julius Rosenwald Fund is making a review of the Negro fellowships 
which it has granted during the past seven years. Since an appraisal of our 
activity thus far in this field will naturally have some effect on future policy, 
it is requested that all persons who have received fellowship grants from ·the 
Fund cooper ate by filling in carefully the brief information asked for on the 
following blank and returning the information promptly to the Fund. 

Na.me Rosco e Conkling Brown 

Position at time grant was made Director 2 National Negro Heal th 1fuvement, 
Howard University, Washington, D. c. 

Specific pur pose of the fellowship study_ To acquire knowledge of certain popula­

tion problems and techru.o of statisti cal compilation and computation. 

Subject studied under the fellowship (or special work accomplished) --------
(a) Statistics; (b) Population and Health Problems 

Institution at which fellowship study was carried on (or , if no specific institution 
was attended# state nature and place of the work carried out under the grant) 

Summer Session, Columbia University, New York City 

Present position or occupation Health Ed.ucation Specialist, u. s. Public Health 

Service , Washington, D. c. 

Your opinion of benefits r eceived from the fellowship The benefits of the courses 
pursued thro ugh fellowship grant were threefold: 

1. The assimilation of many facts related to the field of work in which 
I was engaged, which facts aid preparation of lectures and miscellaneous 
copy for publications. 

2 Acquisition of the techiiic for most effectively using wtatistical data 
in preparing copy, exhibits, demonstrations etc. 

3 . Not the least of the benefits was the contact with scho ars and s tud.en s 
from all parts of t he United ~tates and many other countries ; and the 
accessibility of abu.ndant library references , various exh16its and 
demonstrations, and civic and public institutions related to my own 
f i eld of work. • 

Other reports or comments may be 
written on the back of this sheet 

(over) 



NOTEt These courses were concurr ent for a period of six weeks only. 
I t was contempl ated that the studi es be pursued for several 
summer s essions (perhaps in part at other s chool, or s chools, 
to eff ect variety of experiences and secure other tech.nice ), 
thus incre.asing knowledge i n chosen courses and enlargi ng 
experiences. '!"here Y/as even the hope th.at the wor k might be 
so integrated as to l ead to a degr ee . The time requir ed 
would have been g ained by use of vacation period, if necessary . 
However, no furthe r grant was · procurabl e e.nd the pl an was 
suspended . 



1,eor Dr. Brown: 

.. \pril ;,,,. 7, :_932. 

,e havo eiven ca1•eful consic'cratiou to 

your sugge3tion of u fcllo·,1ship .for 11 

period of su.-.mer ~tudy nt ColtlLlbia. fie c..,.nnot feel t.'lat 

thls is su:i'ficiently sicnificant to Jour work to justjfy 

a grMt a-ta }Nriod when on the one side, funds c:re 

especially limi tee.:. c..n.d on the other, a.re under unusual 

aemand for purposes of res.l emergency. 

This decision should not be discouraging 

to Jou. After all your t'.ain line of activity is one in 

which bocteriologicnl nnd ovon ct-.tisticel studies will be 

of less significance than your continued touch '!ti.th people 

and re~ding end thougit upon the mecictl und social problems 

rrith whic.~ you come in contact. 

ith best wishes, I am 

Sincorei)- yours , 

tr. Ro~coe C. Bror='"= ~-~---
No.tio egro 1t~tl:i lJov~ment 
Holm.rd Uni vorsi ty 
Wnshington, L. C. 

CC to T. C. 



October 14, 1951. 

Dear Dr. Brown: I ba.ve read your lettc1· ~:1d pcper with intorest, and 
thank you for writin~ me .S) fully . ':he .. ••md is not 

publishing articles of the general type of y:rnr paper on "Wl:.ai Sh.-,uld 
Men Die?" Our publication.;; ~e limited to reports or st.ucliqs )f s:,ecific 
projects whicl havo immediate interest in c~nnecti:>n with the f ,md' s 
practical ~ro~ ams. 

You ask t1J "candid op.inior. o- the des.:r.!l.bility nd 
'eas'!.~ ility of h3.vin!! t\n cnclo?llont or 11 well-~rg.s.nized nd active heBlth 
extension agency ,;i •,•r!.n o·..2r group ( r~clnl) i;) !:>o n ' clea:rin" house ' , end 
if' this t.1ight bo d"}' e ::,r aidod by the Julius Rooenwtld Fund. " Thero is 
n::, likelihood at ll th t t.'..e "l'u."'ld would end""JW ~ny roovm:ient . We ore in 
enartl publicly co:n:nitted ugainst a J:;,licy o! cndow::ient . 7 person:il 

::>;)inion ts th::.t the pr.,cticl"bili ty o: acc .. ..-iplishi.:1g a,.,methi ~ thr )ua-h 
uuch ~ cle"rinz h::,u.5e r~ains to be demo::str.'.lted. 

The present l egro Hoel. th Weck I.::>vcment, for instance, 
faces the enormous probleffi or hpelth ~one se7er01 m:licns ~r people, 
oce.ttored all over a ·rout area. Whether y,:,u c<J.n dcviec a policy which 
will en:1ble l1mitc·c' resources to accomplish 30:icthing definite ia the 
C!"'ACial questiov . Hhen one tackles a largo problw, with limited re­
:,:m'!'ces, it is cca:;s!l!y t) h ve a vor✓ def'init.e prorrrnm, restricted 
oithar 1:,y types of activities undertaken or by aron sos.a to be able t() 

produco son~ t.aneible re3ults soracwhore and eomehow. 

Another poli.cy of im.Jortc.nce n1cr S'JCh ('ond-ttiona is 
r~r a novement o: this type to atte.,pt to activate other 0Y..istin1 agencies , 
state or r.ntion!ll, vnlur,t .r-;1 or g0ve1·nme11ttl; ,..at' •r thlln to 1tt c::pt 
direct services of its own. I !l!Ust fr8.I'.kly sar th .t as yet I luve not 
~C!8n evidence th3.t the r,olicy o" tr.e ?!egro •;.,.'.il: .. h Woek . !ove:nent gave 
promise of .f'ocusinc in these w•yi, . I say this because y.:>u o.sk me to 
~lte you .frankly .t'lnd hec.;.u3e ! 'ave entire conviction of your 01r .. 

devotion and sin~er!ty. 

It is not necessary for you to file a copy or your 
otudent x·ec,:>rd with the Julius Rosenwai d Fund. 

~:.:> Hoalth 1 ove or,t 
Hownrd Univeroity 
Wnohingt on, D. c. 

Sincerely your~, 

/4l_fll'3J-



-
UNOC·R AUSPICl!.9 Off 

ANNUA L T US KE G EE 

NEGRO CO N FERENCE 

NATIONAL NEGRO HEAL TH MOVEMENT 
FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT ON A YEAR-ROUND BASIS 

IN CO·OPC R ATION WITH 

UNITED STATES PUSLIC 

H EALTH SERVI CE 
OF THE 

NAT IONAL NEGRO BUSINESS 

LEAGUE 
NATIO N AL NEGRO HEAL TH WEEK 

NATIONAL MEDI CAL 

ASSOCIATION 

NATIONAL N EGRO I N SU RANCE 

ASSOCIATION 

HEADQUARTERS: 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH 

Dr. Michael M. Davis , 
Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
Chioago, Illinois. 

My deer Dr . Davia: 

STATE. COUNTY, AND CITY 

HEALTH DEPARTMENTS 

ANO 

VARIOUS HEALTH ANO CIVIC 

ORGANIZATIONS 

~ftober 8, 1931 
I rtil 
"' 

I am addressing you thia personal letter to 
further express my appreciation to you and the Julius Rosenwald 
Fund for the opportunity afforded me at Columbia University in 
the past summer session, and to give report of my achievement 
there and of my future program. 

1. I am enclosing herewith a copy of my essay on the chief 
oausea of death and mortality after forty years of age, under 
the title of nv,'hen Should Man Die?" ( I ehould like for you to 
see also my ori~inal copy with graphs in several colors . ) Thie 
essay, together with my class work and final examination, eecured 
the rating of "A". Thia course we.a s -111, Popule.tion and Health 
Problems. 

In statietics , S- 109, I secured "B" which I understand 
is the highest rating for this course . My special exercises in 
laboratory work were rated A, A-, and B+, which would give an 
average of B+, but the official certificate of grades states 
that+ and - grades are not shown. 

I note that extra copies of student's record can be had 
for one dollar. Shall I file a copy with the Julius Rosenwald 
Fund? 

The above ratings are certified by Edward J . Grant , Reg• 
i2trar. 

2. Dr . Robert E. Chaddock, head of the department and my 
lecturer for S-111 was well pleased with my essay and indicated 
that its worth merited publication. 

This raises the question of the publisher. I should like 
very much indeed to have it published as one of the Julius Rose.n­
wald Fund bulletins, papers , r eprints, or etc . Will you kindly 
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advise me (a} if, in your opinion it merits publication and (b} 
if the Julius Rosenwald Fund will publish it? Detaila of form, 
type and illustration~, stock, number of copies, etc., will, of 
course, depend upon your approval and instructions. I should 
wish it to be attractive and easily legible and to have a suf~ 
ficient number for the many contacts of our work, ~nc+uding in• 
stituti-0ns snd organizations, official and unofficial, whose 
interests and s:ctivi ties are pertinent thereto. 

3. The conference of the cooperating agencies on the Nation-
al Negro Health Movement and its annual observance, the Nation­
al Negro Health Week will convene at the United States Public 
Health Service within the next few weeke. The date will soon be 
determined and I earnestly hope that you may attend. 

4. I shall be in the State of Virginia for several weeks, 
coopeaating with Hampton Institute, the Negro Organization Soci­
ety and the State Health Department in the interest of the pub~ 
lie health nursing needs of the State, with special referenoe to 
support of the Julius Rosenwald nurse now operating there. 

Following this , I shall undertake an intensive campaign 
for funds for the continuance and development of our work. As 
stated in a prior communication, I have been very much discour­
aged by my early experienoes. Everywhere negative r esults se~m 
to be inevitable in the face of depre2sion and stresa of both the 
psychological and material variety. However, I intend to keep the 
objectives straight before us and to exhaust every meane and exe 
pedient in the effort for the survival , maintenance and extension 
of our work. 

The re has not been much ostentation to out work, but we 
have kept office routine and communications going, supplied re­
quests for materials and services of many kinds, covered a con~ 
sidera.ble number of field engagements, e.nd kept up with current 
liter ature and projects. And you know that this is a pr•tty busy 
program for a "one person" (full-time} organization. 

I trust that you may soon be able to let us have a decis­
ion on further support of the movement . And, I should like to 
have your "t:andid opinion of the desirability and feasibility of 
having an endowment for a well organized and active health ex~ 
tension agency within our group (r&o'tial) to be a "clearing house"~ 
and if this might be done or aided by the Julius Rosenwald Fund. ~ 
This may seem a bold proposal , but sixteen years of seeing the 
naed and trying to do my bit to ameliorate conditions, with great 
personal sacrifice , compel the conclusion that our means and our 
methods have been t oo meager too comprehend so grea t a problemo 

You understand that this is a personal letter of the kind 
which I feel I should write you occal:llionally to give account of 
our stewardship and to orient our condition and propose suggest­
ions for our survival and promotion. 

With kind personal regards, I am always 



., 

C 0lAA8 

July 21, 1951. 

Deur Dr. Brown: l regret vary l'lUCh toot tho payment 

was not sent t:> Howard Uniyerslt y 

;hon i t was supposed ~ go. You will by this time have 

received n chock for $200 and tho balance of the $1000 

payment ($800) has gone to the Ur.iversity. 

I bopo this will relieve ittr11ediato 

dif <'icultioo. 

Dr. ~?3COO C. Dro!ll} • 
Room -,'.]!t, Li vingst on Hall 
Columbia Unl versi t.y 
l ew York City 

s:.ncoroly yours, 
M10-1AEL M. DA ~ 
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I 

Dr. Michael ll. Davis, 
Juli us Rosenwald Fund, 
900 South Homan Avenue, 
Chicago, Illinois. 1--- - ----

1

- - - J~-Jly dear Dr. Davies 

I have oda~ recei ved check for t:wo hundred 
dollars($ 200.00) and I wish to most earnestly thank you tor 
the prompt manner in \'Thich the Julius Rosenwald Fund responded 
to t he real emergency which was pending with me. 

I note t hat t he $ 200. 00 was deducted from a payment 
of one t housand aol lars ($1,000. 00) being made to Howard Uni­
versity of even date with my check• 

It is and shall always be my determination to demon­
strate that every dollar ·invested in the work I am doi ng by the 
Julius Rosenwald Fund shall have fruition in some worthy public 
health advancement for our group (end, t her efore, for the na­
tion at l arge, because of the i nevitable interdependency of all 
groups i n t he matter of health welfare). 
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I < 

I em enclosing .cow_ of night let te ~ I sent you today. 
I regret exceedingly this constant uncertainty as to myf,l>h>grem, my duties 
and my compensation. I haTe done eyerything humanly poseibl• to1teep feith 
with this Health Week movement end as I haTe explained to you and others in­
terested haye impoTerished myself terribly by doing so. I em not en incompe­
tent or a sluggard end yet I find myself at timee almost without mel!llls to 
meet current home and femily expenses end to pay instalments on financial ob­
ligations incurred while carrying on the wort in the hope and exPectation ot 
the help of others to lighten the load. I em almost ready to repent that I 
cast my lot in this field, what with insecurity o! tenure end constant un­
certainty as to the wort and its wage. 

It is not my nature to be downcast. Only abundant enthusiam, hard 
woek and hope he.Te kept me fighting and smiling through. But I cannot wort 
and worry too. Some body must understend and help or I shall era.ck under t he 
burden or what I em carrying. 

Please consider this a personal, frank letter. I would have to a­
pologize for it otherwise • .And ello, please be frank in eny suggestions you 
may malce !or t he welfare of my work end myself• 

I know you have many cares and burdens yourself, Please pardon me 
for adding another, But I have the faith that you will understend. 

Sine y yo 

scoe 

P.s. I have done well in my work here under Dr. Chaddock end Prof. Croxton, 
my first two papers being "A". The work is indeed helpful to me and will eii 
me gres.tly in my progrem. RCB 
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Dear Dl· . Clark: 

July 1, 1951 

This will ac1mor1lodge r-:-ceipt of 
your letter of June 25. 

Our ro!lsone for not granting Dr. 
Ro&coe Bro..n' s request for aid ct Colu.~bia ere: 

,a± •• •=?!J. 

1. Doubt that he would get much out or the 
courses proposed that would help on hie 
job, end 

2. Firm belief th t Dr. Broffll. ' s first interest 
now 1$ his work ~nd t hnt his tlme should 
be applied to it. 

I had a very pleasant chat "1th 
Dr. Wenger between trains Saturday, which gave me an 
opportunity to forget the he~t for a few ~inutes . 

Very truly- your s , 

CDF.M 

Dr. Taliaforro Clark, Assistsnt Surgeon General 
United States Public Health ~ervice 
'lashington, D. C. 
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-
Doctor Clyde D. Frost, 
Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
900 South Homan Avenue, 
Chicago, I llinois . 

Dear Doctor Frost: 

June 25, 1951 

Doctor .Roscoe.-C . J3x.orm, Fi eld Secretacy of the Nati onal 
Negro Health Movement , was In To see me this morning with regard to 
your rejection of his application of June 6, 1951, for financial as­
sista.nce to enable him to take a short course at Columbia University 
i n order to make him better qualified to carry out certain items of 
the pr ogram for the conduct of the activities of the Uovement, notably 
the item referring to analysis and digest of the 1930 census data re­
lating to negro demograpey . Personally, I am much i nterested in the 
success of the Movement, as is also the Service as evidenced by its 
participation i n the Movement for over ten years. Cer tainly the suc­
cess of the Movement on a year-round basis will depend in large measure 
on the qualificati ons of the Field Secretacy. It was i n consideration 
of this important point that the Executi ve Committee of the Movement 
i ncluded i n the prgram the item relating to special courses of instruc­
tion for the Field Secretary, to be paid out of the budget provided 
f unds for such purpose might not be secured from other source. 

Doctor Brown' s application to the Fund, of June 6th, stated 
badly the subject matter of this special course. This course i s not 
by any means a simple statintical course but really a combination of 
(a) the study of f undamental statistical procedure, and (b) instruction 
i n vital statistics and public health relations. I f it were possible 
for you t o reconsider your decision, I should unhesitatingly recommend 
a scholarship for Doctor Brown, either in whole or i n part. I make 
this reservation because, personally, I should not like to see the 
r ather meagre available f unds of the Movement utilized in such rela-
ti v~ large amount for a single purpose when there are so many ot her 
demands on the Field Secretary' s time by negro organizations all over 
the country. 

At a meeting of the Executive Committee, held yesterday, 
June 24, 1951, considerati on was given to the financial status of the 
Movement. 

r 



Dr. Frost. #2 6/25/51 

(a) Tuskegee I nstit~te is ma.king available at once one-half of its 
pro rata of the budget of $555.56, or $277 .78, and reported that the other 
half would be available October 1, 1951. 

(b) Doctor Bowles, Chairmaa of the Executive Committee of the National 
Medical Association, and also Chairman of the Executive Committee of the National 
Negro Health Movement, stated he had assura~ces from representative doctors that 
at the meeting of the National Medical Association in Atlanta, August, next, the 
Association' s pro r ata of the budget , in amount $555 .56, will be provided for. 

(c) Doctor Bousfield, member of the Executive Committee of the Movement, 
and Chairman of the Committee appointed by the National Negro Insurance Associa­
tion to secure the pro r ata of the Insurance Association for the budget of the 
Movement, in amount $555.56, stated that the existi ng nationwide economic depres­
sion had reflected adversacy on the finances of the Association, but that as 
Chairman of the Committee he would make the effort to secure, during the budget 
period, the a.mount allocated. 

(d) Howard University made its share of the total budget, in amount 
$1,500, immediate]¥ available, part of it i n kind and a part, approximately 
$500, in f ·mds expendable. 

(e) Consideration also was given at this meeting to the item of the 
program of activi ties adopted at the meeting on March 17, 1951, relating to 
a special course in public health for the Field Secretary, to be taken at the 
expense of the Movement provided f unds were available for such purpose. It 
was the consensus of opinion of the Committee that i n view of the reports by 
Tuskegee I nstitute, the ¼ational Medical Associ ation and the National Negro 
Insurance Association, Doctor Brown would be j ustified in carrying out the 
plans already made by him for ta.king this course, to be pa.id for out of funds 
..of the National Negro Health Movement . 

The possibility of Doctor Brown' s taking this special course hinges 
on the availability of f unds as of July 5rd, next, the date of registration, 
because if he enters the class at a later date he will not receive the full 
number of credits awarded for the course. Si.nee there i s a possibility the 
Tuskegee payment mey be delayed, as is t hat of the National MedicaJ. Association 
and the National Negro I nsurance ·Association, . Doctor Brown has asked me to recom­
mend that the next payment from the grant made by the Julius Rosenwald Fund to 
the Movement be expedited as much as possible in order for him to take advantage 
of the arrangements he has already made at Columbia University and in New York 
City proper. 

TC: AMM 

yoyp,, 
-'--~~--~ ~0-,, \ 

Taliaferro ark 
Assistant geon General , U. S.P.H. S. 
Consultant Negro Health 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
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My dear Dr. Davis: 

~ .. ·~)r ~ ~ 
:\ ~ / ~ :.,, ... - J ~ ;'_ 

Thie letter . , se~i:a.ng fl" ~ 
forth tentative program for my fu ure activities for the National Negro \s{ ✓~~~f 
Health Movement. Reference is made also to letter of October 31, 1930• ),) Y ... 
addressed to the Julius Rosenwald Fund, outlining the program WlOjn,v" ;,y '\ ~✓ 
the Executive Committee of the Movanent, which canmittee was elected by ' 
the National Negro Health Week Conference, held in the office of the Sur- ~ 
geon General of the United States Public Health Service, October 29, 1930. :.'f 

In order that I may better qualify myself for my work, accord• J 
ing to the provisions of the program, to wits By •attendance upon scien• 
tific sessions of health agencies and short courses in schools ' r ~~Pp in• 
formed on the t r ends in Negro health hazards and control s•, I respec~ful.-
ly request your favorable consideration of the following scholai•sni.p pro-
posals 

The courses proposed ares 

Columbia University - Sumner session, July 6 • August 14, 1931 
(a) Statistics Sl09 - Principles and methods of statistics (3 points) 
{b) Statistics: 

SociologySlll - Introduction to populat i on and health problems 
( 3points) 

The re quired aid for these courses iss 

Two courses, 3 points each: 6 points at$ 10. 00 ---•- -•• 
University fee - ------- -------------- - ----- - - - - --------­
Travel expense -------------------------- ------------ ---
Per diem for subsistences 45 days at$ 6. oo ----- --- - - - ­

Totel 

I shall be grateful i ndeed 
I have arranged for continuity of my 

$ 60. 00 
7.co 

20. 00 
270. 00 

$ 357. 00 



~-,,1731 ' Con.terence with Dr Bos ot Negro Health 
l'C's office. He "'epOl'ts be 1a busy .,,, .. ~.......u,g and iasu1Dg certifiD 

, in 
• 

Presented requeet tor sobola.rship , Columbia for sb weeks and bill for 
~100 expanded betore IBP pant was made. cnr doubted if consideration 1JOl1l.d 
be gi-ven to the latter mt attvised smding his ..., plloatton for Columbia in 

t once on te fol'll. TC approYed the Columbia request - th:tnks it 
def'inite part of pl.911. "111 look up correspondEl.loe on the 1tell of axpmse 
to the committee. 

TC~ Dr. B think the proapects for support from other 
agenciea a not &OOd becaw:Je of the depreaeion. They haft had no success 
to date. Ho1'81"d UniT. has &iven aeoretar1al .senice, otnce space and 
postage l:ut can probabq give no core. 

Dr. B la O"tV-zealoua and CDF sometimes doubt.a his leader­
ahip in a thouptfbl. or d1gn1.f'1ed proJect. Re is aeetin& many calls tor 
speaking thinks the movement is growing. 



December 24, 1950. 

Dear Dr. Dr own; Boward University only roce~tly aub-
lJ, • t t t-'<i a fornal pr oposal to t he Fund 

for H l:.i .mPl lfoero H•mlth neek as now to be re-orz·.nized 
under the On:!. verai ty I a • Utiplces. T'nlo pr-0posal c )lflefi 
up for act.!..o ... t-:> t.ho :.xecllti ve Cot:'-ii ttoe ot 1,ho Fund 
dur ing t he First week of J1U1uery. 

I have, of r.our;;;ie, wrlt,t en to Prasl­
dent ·:>r< ect.l J olmsJn ·tbout .:.t to .. .:1k ccrtnln lnfor,.1at ion 
which our Co .irlii ttoe v1ill und.;,ubtedly wish t-'.> have be~ore 
they declde n:.ether t-1't::\; ill c.:mtribute or not . 

If the Fund decides t,) .:.oatritute, our 
aid ~ill teke elfect flt a sufficlentl y earl y date to 
meet the p·.).i.nt raised ln y.:mr letter, but : cannot 
predict what a~;tion our ComIDittee ,.-ill t11}·e . There !c't'e 
t:any points tJ to ,..onsiaored a.r:d )i:.r ;,rev.:ous corresp,ndonco 
has r.:.ade clesr to yo•1, o.s to other'3, thl!.t tl,ere ls no 
CC-!?l.!!lit:;1ent 0n our part. 

It le hardly n~ceose.ry to say th,it 
ell o::' us h0 re appreciate your })0'3i t ion . Wit h kindes t 
1·egnrds and eovd wishes, I i1I:l 

Dr "R -rm... 
1121 Gir,rd Str eet 
Washington, D. C. 

Sincerel y yours , 

Extra to 'I' . C. 



Dr. Roscoe c. Bro,m 
11 21 Girard St.,N. w. 
Washington, D.c., 

December 11 , 1930 

Director for Medical Services , . 
Julius Rosenwal d Fund , 
CHICAGO 

Dear Dr. Davis: 

Through no fault of my own , I find 
mysel f in t he unfort unate position of carrying on 
without personal compensation t he many duties of 
the National Negro H-alth Move;ment and Heal th Week 
project . 

You understand that I have a c t ed in en­
tire good faith in my t en years of service to thi s 
work and that I hav e made material sacrifices of my 
own means in the past two years beyond anything my 
fri ends would thi nk any one of limited means would 
do, and· I have done thi ·s uncomplainingl y , but hope­
ful that I woul d be later rewarded. I am the only 
person affiliated with the movement who gives r eal 
time and service the year round f or its maintenance 
and devel opment and , paradoxically, I am the onl y 
person who has no other source of income. My person­
al maintenanc e and the support of my famil y in the 
past two years have come f rom the limited savings of 
other years . And these savings are now compl etel y 
exhausted . As conscientious as I have been and as 
hard as I have persi stently worked in public heal th 
for my people , I find myself busil y enough employed, 
but with the f i nancial status of the unemployed. I 
am t elling you this frankl y , because I a o not think 
those inter ested in this work real i ze what fateful 
circumst ance s have done to me . And I trust you will 
pardon this i mport uning . Certainly, as I have tol d 
you before , I shoula prefer to have matters t ake a 
logical, business-like course without any semblance 
of s entiment . 

Dr . Davis , may I ask that , in view of the 
fact t hat on October 29 this matter was formally ac­
cepted by Ho :ra.rd University and other affiliations, 
and that the long ·delay seems to be a matter of ar­
r ested routine , that you make me a grant for the 
current month? I am doing my ful l duty , giving full 
time to the work. Can and will you not provide com­
pensation f or me and expedite the definite establish-

·ment of my work? I appr e ciate all the fine things you 
are doing. I am grateful and I am wi11· to help . 

Sincerel y y 
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;,,r LJ- . ~ 6.&F_, 
• I 

November 6, l9t-O 
t 

--·•---- I ... ---.} 

"I 

Dear Dr. BroVin: On receiving t.~e r eport fro~ Dr . 

Cl-:rk concorning the conforenco 

on October n , e.nd hi ~ reco::nendntion, an additional 

grant of t wo hundred dollar s for thr- 1.1onth of Ncvem­

bo1~, 1950, i s made by the Fund . It i s underatood thut 

thio i s to enable you to compl eto tbo work with the 

co.:Llittee appointod at the conference on l~" t i onal. Ne­

gro Health Week, mid that the grant will not be con­

tinued d'ter thlo month. 

CC TC 

Mth kind regards snd bo~t wishes, 

Sincerely, 

~ DAViS 
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SEARS, ROEBUCK AND CO. 

TELEGRAM 
DAY TELEGRAM xx.xx I DAY LETTER ___ I NIGHT LETTER._ __ 

SEND To 

ADDRESS 

SENT BY 

A full-rate expedited service. A deferred day service, delivery 
same day if received before noon. 

Rate of fifty words or less la one 
and one-half times the rate of a ten-

. word full-rate telegram. 

A deferred night aervice, delivery on the 
morning of the ensuing day. 

Rate of fifty words or less equal to rate of 
a ten-word full-rate teleiiram. 

M~RK AN X OPPOSITE THE CLASS o, SERVICE DESIRED. 

Dr. 'l'aliaf erro Clark 
u S. Public Health Service 

Treas - • - opt., 
. 3 1.i • ton, D. • 

DATF 
10/2 /50 

JSC 1 BRJiVND · OR J• -.. ADDITIJNAL 

110NTH PROV!DED rn YOUR JUDGMENT .WULTS T )DAYS co: = raNCE JU~T FY 

SUCH ACTIOl~ AND BROWN CLEAP.LY UNDERSTANDS NO URTHER C. WITMENT ON 

FUNDS PART IS IMPLIED. 

Michael " • Davis 

DEPT •--...7l-l.0u.2;;..iix._. 

. ' 
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October 2? , 1930 

~ I E TI ~ l V LU 
Mr. Edwin R. Embree , Preside --1

--

1 
£' 

.Julius Rosenwald Fund 1 1~! n\ 10 900 South Homan Avenue _ ~ 

Chicago , Ill i nois I _ J 3 0 

l~,Rz1,f;~ 
I -;Alo 
I 

llffi(I My dear Mr . Embree: 

... ....,,e"'----1 

{J 

This is to inform you that ~ Roscoe c. 
Brown as a result of your grant to him, has worked 
r rom 6cfober 10 to October 24 on the Health materials 
in the 111es in the Department of Records and Research 
a t Tuskegee Inst i tute . He plans at the Conf erence on 
National Negro Health Week in Washington , October 29, 
to make an abri dged report of the data he has secured 
here on the origin and the fifteen years of work of 
National Negro Health Week. He am.I also selected the 
materials for a new Health Week Bulletin. 

I t would appear that it has been al together 
worthwhile for Doctor Brown to have spent these days 
her e . 

mnw/b 

~ou4 

Monroe N. Wor k , Editor 
Negro Year Book 
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Julius Rosenwald Fund 

To 

925 S. Homan A venue 
C H ICAGO 

Payment Voucher N o. z.l~t 

Date October 10, l9SO 

Payment in full of' :;cbolarship grant m~c lOJ9/ro - - - - - - - - - _.,.·200.00 

Ck. 6f7li4 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit 

Schol ::.rsbips & Fello.1slii ps 29W- 84 $200.00 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

MGJ 
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October D, 1930 

Doar Ur. i" or : .. : E11closod ic cr.ack for ~?.J0 .00 for 

Roscoe C. Brov.n. l'lill you pl ,SC -
gl v~ it to him or for:-·,'.m.l it if ha ha.s returned to 

l,nshing->"ven? t'e a re sending it to you becaure ;;ou 

,,ill know at r ich r,laco he v.ill be at '!;'p tir.r: t 5.s 

r ... acue ... you. 

r'l..D.U 

!.:r. Uonroe V:ork, 

'l'uskeeeo Institut e, Al~ . 

Ver,; t ruly yo·t1rs, 



- -.,.., -
TREASURY DEPARTMENT 

BUREAU OF 

THE PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE 
OFFICE OF THE SURGEON GENERAL 

IN Jt.lPLYINQ 
A.DD•■II TMI IUltQlOH G• N&ltA'­

\1, • • ttuai..1~ H • .&L TM . , .. v ie-• 

W AS H IN GTON 

October 8, 1950 

-
I i\q II, f) 0 

-1 ~ 0 
Doctor M. M. Davis, 
Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
900 South Homan Avenue, 
Chicago, Illinois. 

Dear Doctor Davis: 
:~-· , r_ I -/, --~ f_,_1J1.._''l..1 ___ §__. 

l . -~. __,.,,..-,,--
1 am inclosing herewith for your information copy of 

a letter addressed to Doctor Roscoe~ . Hromi by Doctor Monroe N. 
Work of Tuskegee lnstitute, under date 01· uctober 3, 1950, which 
is self- explanatory. ln view of this statement I deem it advis­
able for Doctor Brown to proceed to Tusl$:egee and remain there for 
such length of time as mey be necessary, returning to Washington 
to complete such preparation as mey be found advisable. 

I note that the Fund is making a $200.00 appropriation 
for Doctor Brown for one month only. I am doubtful whether this 
program can be worked out in as short a time as one month and 
recommend that you consider extending financial assistance for a 
longer period of time if you can see your way clear to do so. 

TC:AMM 

Very sincerely yours, 

~ 
A-< J.-. ► • ,,.,~-...., l 

Taliafer Clark 
Assistant Surgeon General, u.s.P.H.s. 
Consult tin Negro Health 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 



... -
COPY 

TUSKEGEE NORMAL AND INDUSTRIAL INSTITUTE 

Dr. Roscoe C. Brown, 
1121 Girard Str eet, N.W., 
Washington, D. C. 

My dear Doctor Brown: 

Tuskegee I nstitute, Alabama. 

October 5, 1950 

Confirming my telegram to you of today, will say 
prospects are very bright for settling the Health Week matter 
to your advantage. The plan as indicated in my telegram, is 
to be worked out for a Special Committee that would meet i n 
Washington around the same date that the Health Conference 
will be held on October 29. It is proposed that this Special 
Committee would take up the matter of Health Week and that you 
would have reaey for presentation to the Committee: 

1 . What the Health Week has accomplished in its fifteen 
years of existence. 

2. A five-year plan for an enlarged Health Week Program. 

The Rosenwald Fund is making the $200. 00 appropri ation 
in order to have you come to Tuskegee to work out this program 
with my help. 

Very truly yours , 

mnw/b 
(Signed) Monroe N. Work, Secretary 

National Negro Health Week Committee 



l"UQUO SEARS, ROEBUCK AND CO. 

TELEGRAM 
DAY TELEGRAM __ , DAY LETTER ___ I NIGHT LETTER XXX 

A full-rate expedited service. 

SEND To 

A deferred day service, delivery 
same day if recel ved before noon. 
Rate of fifty word• or less i• one 
and one-half times the rate of a ten­

word full-rate telegram. 

A deferred night service, delivery on the 
morning of the ensuin& day. 

Rate of fifty words or Iese egual to rate of 
a ten-word full-rate telegram. 

MARK AN X OPPOSITE THE CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED. 

DATE 
Dr. R.R. ¥4oton 

ADDRESS luskegee Institute 
Alabama Oct 6, 1930 

SENT BY 

Fund will grant two hundred dollars Dr, aa..ane month• s ti.me 
divided as you and Dr . Clark me;r "' .. .._. Dr. Clark states 
he has material concernin • Hee.l th leek wb.ioh makes it advisable 
Brown spend some time at Washington Stop Am wiring Clark 
similarq. 

Rosenwald Jund 702.I 
UD:MLU 

tichael . Davis 

DEPT. ____ _ 



l'UOIIO SEARS, ROEBUCK AND CO. 

DAV TELEGRAM~- ~~ ~E~~RR&~ ; ~ NIGHT LETTERL 
A deferred day service, delivery A deferred night servfo,, delivery on the 
same day if received before noon. morning of the ensuing day. 
Rate of fifty words or less is one Rate of fifty worda or less equal to rate ol 
and one-half times the rate of a ten- a ten-word full-rate telecram. 

word full-rate telegram. 

A full-rate expedited servio,. 

MARK AN X OPPOSITE THE CLASS OP' SERVICE DESIRED, 

SEND To i)r. Tallai'erro Clurk DATE 
u. s. Public Heal.th Service 

ADDRESS ijashington, o. c • Occ.ober 6, 1930 

SENT BY 

. Fund will make gr6nt two hundred dollars .ii•llii11i11.,P.e ,uonth Stop 
Work to be divided betVIeen Washington and Tuskegee as you and 
Dr. Moton may arrange i:ltop . ... .1. ·l.;: __, :Joton top ·1 - - com­
lllUDi cate w1 th him regardixlg di vision Brown 1 ., t.lile or send Brown 
on first to Tuskegee as enticipated. 

Rosenwald Fund 702X 
WID:iiLU 

filchaeJ. • Davis 

DEPT. ____ _ 



OFFICE OF THE SURGEON GENERAL 
lfif Rl'PI.YINQ 

AOO•CH fHt $UltCtON OtNl"..l.l. 
U. a. PUBLIC HIRL TH CUtvlC~ 

Doctor M. M. Davis, 
Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
900 South Homan Avenue, 
Chicago, Illinois. 

Dear Doctor Davis: 

TREAS0RYDEPARTMENT 
BUREAU OF . 

THE PUBLIC H EALTH SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 

October 41 1950 

I 

~ 
I 

Aclmowl edgment is made of the receipt of your l etter of October 
2, and Harri s' telegram of October 3, regarding t he making of a grant to 
enable Brown to proceed to Tuskegee for the purpose of preparing a report 
on what Negro Health Week has accomplished and a program for its future . 
In the face of the limitation in the expenditure of funds already appro­
priated for the work of this Division to the extent of about $14, 000 as 
a part of governmental econontY, I will arrange to pay Doctor Brown's 
actual transportation to Tuskegee and return, if necessary. However, 
unless there is some very compelling reason for Doctor Brown' s presence 
at Tuskegee I should earnestly recommend t hat the grant be made for his 
cooperation with the U. S. Public Health Service in the preparation of 
the report and program in line with the practice of past years . However, 
such cooperation should connote a grant by the Fund in amount not less 
than that mentioned for cooperation with Tuskegee. 

I make the foregoing recommendation because Doctor Brovm has 
all of his material her e in Washington, will have the advice and assist­
ance of Doctors Pierce, Williams and DtYSelf in the preparation of his 
report and the working out of his program, and also because no matter 
where this material is worked up its publication will necessitate numer­
ous conferences with the public printer, if published as in former years. 
Unless you deem it advisable to modify your plan for Doctor Brown as at 
present, he will leave on Tuesday night for Tuskegee. 

TC : AWA 

Vecy sincerely yours , 

---.-,-~-► _.,..;;,...-._4.A+-.,-, , 
Talia£erro Clark 
Assistant urgeon General, U. S.P.H. S. 
Consultant in Negro Health 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 



F11!19G SEARS, ROEBUCK AND CO. 

TELEGRAM 
DAY TELEGRAM xn I DAY LETTER __ , NIGHT LETTER __ 

SEND To 

ADDRESS 

SENT BY 

A full- rate. expedited service, A deferred day service, delivery 
same day if received before noon. 
Rate of fifty words or le88 is one 
and one-half times the rate of a ten­

word full-rate telegram. 

A deferred night service, delivery on the 
morning of the enBUing day. 

Rate of fifty words or lees equal to rate of 
a ten-word full-rate telegram. 

MARK AN X OPPOSITE TH£ CLA88 OF SERVICE DESIRED, 

Dr. TaJ.1af'erro Clark 
u. s. •ublic Health Service 

DATI' 10/5/'50 

., D. '- • 

FUND COOPERATING WITH T •. LG._.,_,, JR BROllN T , WORI< STJP 

- ) • Il. ACCJRDA?l " ~ WITH 
LAS!' .. 

.I. .. : J -·~.:TTER 

. L. Harris, Jr. 

7)2x 
DEPT• - - - --



SEARS, ROEBUCK AND CO. 

TELEGRAM 

DAY TELEGRAM xxxx I DAY LETTER._ _ _ , NIGHT LETTER _ _ 

SEND ' TO 

ADDRESS 

A full-rate expedited service. A deferred day service, delivery 
same day If received before noon. 

Rate of fifty words or Jess Is one 
and one-half times the rate of a ten­

word full-rate telegram. 

MARK AN X OPPOSITE THE CLASS OF SERVIC 

Pr, 1ircs ·; • ass a 
- ll21 ~rard st. .. , H. • 

l aahington, n. c. 

AD\11 ; IOU 

A deferred night service, delivery on the 
morning of the eneuing day. 

Rate of fifty words or less equal to rate of 
a ten-word full-rate telegram. 

!SIRED, 

DATF 

SP)RTATION TO 

H. ~. Harris, Jr. 

SENT BY 

DEPT. TOb: ,.. 



October 5, 1950 . 

Dear Roscoe· You co.n understand that I have taken much 
more thnn .:..n official interest in tho cor­

rospondonce which has recently passed through the of!ice 
in relation to y-;:,u. 

You uo dJubt he.vo received f:M~ Tuskegee 
a request that you come t·:> luskegee Inst itute for the 
month o!: October ;:'or work on the rep0rt o ... the 1930 itogro 
Health Wee;.. observance nnd for the preparation of the ' 
ngonda ~or the conference looking tow~rda a celebration 
o: Negro Heal th Weck in 1951. .,4ay I be pardoned ... or 
ocphneizing the tre:Jend~uD importance o: doing t~~se jobs 
especially well? I think that tne future o: the whole 
ruovc..nont es well as the ch<>.racter o" y0ur future pro::ipects 
will depend upon tho :::io.nner in \Vhich this job io done. 

Dr. ii!. o. Bounrield, medical dl:rcctor or 
the Supremo Liberty Li10 Insurance Compo..'1.Y of this city 
has been working on a proposal :or a goccral progra~ o? 
health oduc&tion n.:iong Noe;r~es. I would suggest that you 
got in touch wit h him to ,Jee whet:1<n t'1e naterial which 
he has ~an be used by you or presented by hir .. t:.> the 
c;mference. 

Ploaso remember ,,,& to t rs. Brown. 

IlLH:!IB 

Dr., l?.o-~~?-~ .;_-B/1~ .. 
1121 Girard Street, N.r.. 
Washington, D. C. 

Sincerely youro, 

~ ........ 



October 2nd, 1950. 

Dear lJr . i'Aoton: :.ir . Arthur has ziven mo your letter of 
Septe~ber 29, eddressed to him. I h~ve 

rece!!tly had occ1.sion to dl::,cuss the m-At.t er o '"'JJr..t...J~~~~~ 
Brown' f? r ossiblo connection with 1,ational Negro Il'eal. th Week 

- 7 9Cfi, .,. in ifie . uture end I have :rankly come to the concluaion that 
sh.)uld i t bo orgunizcd in the oanner that has beon suggested, 
it is distlnctly doubtful whether Dr. Brown is tho mqn ror 
the pooition. A physician is probably to be desired. 

I reco~nize the imoodinte need of someone 
who shill help in prep•r.:.ng tho plans for the 1931 Health 
Weck observo.nce. The :.'und L; reo.d-.r to contribute tJW"rds 
!lr. Dr•Ytm1 s c-.>mpcna<>tion "..nd expenses .f',,r the month o~ Oc­
tober tv an runount not exceeding $2u0 in nll. A letter just 
rocoivcd from Dr. Taliaferro ~lark of the u. S . Public 
Healt h Service indicates thet they might contribute his 
travel expenses. I hope, in one ~o.shion or •mother, Dr. 
Brown' s oorvlces may bo available for the rest o! the month. 

You may wish to tt.k.e tho matter up with 
us and nth Dr. Clark as r.1ay be necess-i.ry . I •-~'?l sending Dr. 
Cl~rk n copy or this letter. 

1 t is to be underst.Jod tht•t the above 
ter.,,c, '"::i.ry gr~t, ':i£ mo.de , W.Juld uot imply ~my com"J.i t-:1ent on 
the 1mrt o .. : the ";.'und wit h ref:poct to Hntional t~ogro Health 
V!eek or t o Dr • .brown ' s fut ure 1,~rt, in it. Please undorst!.nd 

. thnt lt is written in ontire sympathy ~or Dr. Brown and in 
ap~reciation for hio pust work. I feel, ho~ever, th~t you 
ought to know frankly hoff the matter etands in tbe minds of 
us here. 

Sincerely yours, 

Y.;.tD : MR 

Pr!ncipal hobert R. 1.!oton 
Tusl: egee :,orl!lal & Industr ial Inoti tute 
Tuokogec Institute, Alabama 

CC to T. C. 



SEARS, ROEBUCK AND CO. 

TELEGRA·M 
DAY TELEGRAM __ , DAY LETTER.__ __ , NIGHT LETTER xxxx 

A full-rate apedited aervice. A deferred day service, delivery 
same day If received before noon. 

Rate of fifty words or Jess Is one 
and one-half times the rate of a teu-

word full-rate telegram. 

A deferred night service, delivery on the 
morning of the ensuing day. 

Rate of fifty words or less equal to rate of 
a ten-word full-rate telegram. 

MARK AN X OPPOSITE THE CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED, 

SEND To P.rincipal R. R. ilioton 
Tuskegee Institute 

Oot. 2, 1930 

ADDRESS Alabama 

SENT BY 

DEPT'. 

HAVE JUST LEA!'" ED THAT P'OND WILL GRANT T :' HUNDRED DOW.RS TOWARDS 

~ lS . JI, 5ECURING ..., J~": R • ;ERVICF.iS ""JR OCT)B • STJP PLEASE LEr 

mow BR1)WN WILL ; J .~ '!.' AT ·rusKEGElt THERE .,\RE Ntfl.llBER /UTTERS 

I WOULD LIKE TO TAKE UP WITH HIM . 

H. L. Harris , Jr. 



October 2nd, 1950. 

Dear Dr. Clark: We had a letter this morning ~rom 

Dr. 1.:loton nakine whether 11 omnll 

grant could be raade Dr . Brown: 

"to en:'lble hi:,1 to come to 'l'usJ.:egce to spend 
the time between n0w and October 20th in 
prepar:i.ng tho re .. ,ort on nha.t Heal th Vi'Qek h~ s 
a.ccor1pllshed one. the pr :ig;-81ll :'or its uturo. 
Tuskegee lnsti tute w,.:iuld f'urnfoh roor.i 1,nd 
board ''or Dr. Bro,m and give him the 11::;sis-
tance of Ilr. Work and tho Dcpart.,·ent of Pecordo and 
Re~earch in the prep r~tion of the agenda." 

I r.c.s in tho r~idst of dictating a reply 

when your letter o!' September 50 arrived. I changed ny 

let tor accordingly, e.nd a:.t sending you copy. I might add 

for your ini'ormat bn that vur rollowGhip aLpropria.tlon for 

this fiscal year is cxhau!lted and I don' t see how I can 

mako a larger grunt than i200 ot least until ~rtor our 

Trustees meeting in November. 

:mo:r.m 

Dr. Tnliaferro Clark 
o. S. Public Health Service 
Washingt0n, D. c. 

Sincerely yours, 



Dr. Rosooe c. Brown 
11 21 Girard St.,N.W. 

Washington, n.c. 
September 30 , 1930 

Dr. Michael M. Da.vis1 ~ \ f 
Director .for Mea.ical Service!_, \b '11' 0 
Julius Rosenwald Fund, I p=--
CHICAGO -

Dear Dr. Davis: I 

900 South Homan Avenue, ~ 

In acknowledging rec~ipt of our le~ter of 
the 20th instant, bearing on my applicat ion for a scholar­
ship, I wish at t he same t ime t o assure you of my appreci­
at ion of yo,µ- viewi>oint, I fully realize the help it WQUld 
be in arr iving at a definite decision in this matt er i~ I 
could point to some definite position in prospect that 
would be contingent on the completion of t he studies I have 
in mind. Quite naturally I have all along lived in the 
hope that Negro Health Week would be placed on a continuing 
all the year round basis a.nd that this expansion of this 
valuable work would be carried out under my supervision as 
a reward for my labor in developing i t to its present plane 
of usefulness. I still believe that this work will not be 
allowed to lapse and there is a strong possibility t hat fav­
orable action wi ll be taken by the Trustees of Howard Uni­
versity at their October meeting. This hope and belief is 
based on the recognit ion of the value of Negro Health Week 
as a public health instrument as voicea. by men and women in 
positions of authority. I am enclosing herewith for your 
information a copy of the resolution passed by the National 
Negro Health Week Conference in Washingt on, D.C., October 
19 , 1929 , and also a copy of a statement extracted from the 
preliminary r eport of the Sub-committee on the Negro School 
Child of the Committee on the School Child of the White 
House Conference on Child Health and Protection, which has 
not yet been made public and which I beg of you to treat as 
confidential. These two 4ocuments substantiate in large meas­
ure t he above statement regarding appreciat ion of this work. 

Probably I have been too optimistic in this matter 
and have continued to hope from day to day that my dreams for 
a great er and bet ter Negro Heal th Week program would material­
ize, much to the neglect of my own interests and in such de­
gree that I have now about reached t he limit of my resources. 
1 am not i n position to suggest anything further for your con­
s ideration, but shall continue to hope t hat something will oc­
cur to enable me to weather the storm, pending final decision 
as t o the future status of Negro Health Week. This decision 
will doubtless be reached during the month of Oct ober as a re­
sult of the deliberations of the Trustees of Howard University 
and of the National Negro Health Week Conference that has been 
called by the Surgeon General of t he Public Health Service to 
meet in Washington the latter part of the same month. 

ully yours, 



h 

RESOLUTION i n re NATI ONAL NEGRO ill!A.LTH WEEK ,v I 
) 

Passed by t he National Negro Healt h V/e ek Confer ence of Co­
operat i ng Agencies hel d at the Public Heal th Servi ce , Wash­
ington , D. c., October 1,y , 19~~. 

Resol ved by t he Nat i onal Negro Health Week Conference , 
i n session at the United Sta tes Public Health Service , Wash­
i ngt on, n.c., Oct ober 19, 192' , 

(1) That t he Nat ional Negro Health Week is a movement of 

such experiences, purposes and possi bilities as to deserve t he 

scientific and pract ical development of its organizat ion, t ech­

nio, field of operation, and coopera t i on wit h exist ing agenci ea• 

(2 ) That the Annual Tuskegee Negro Conference and t he Na­

tional ~egro Busi ness League, ,mder wh~ae auspices the Nation­

a l Negr o Health Week is pr omoted, prepare and ,µbmi t f or con­

siderat i on of exist ing agencies interes t ed t herein~ 

( a) A specific plan o,f organizat ion f or t he Nat ional Negro 

Health Week movemente 

Cb) A definite budget f or its operation. 

Co) A s t atement of t ecbnic and polic7 f or t he operat i on of t he 

Nat ional Negro Health Week movement in cooperat ion with t he of­

ficial and volunt ary agencies i nter ested and active in t he 

pres ervation antt promot ion of t he healt h of t he Negroe 



CONFIDEN~iAL' h Not tor release, 
'-· ,.,-........ ,.. ,. 

STAT-™ENT FROM THE PRELIMINARY REPORT OF THE SUB- COMMITTEE 
ON THE NF.GRO SCHOOL CHILD OF THE COMMITTEE O.N THE SCHOOL 
CHILD OF THE WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON CHILD HEA.LTH AND PRO­
TECTIO!, __ SECTION 11!_::~1 PAGES 57 AND ) ~L~CEIVED BY THE U­
NITED ::trarES PUBLIC .H.l!;A..LTH SERVICE , SEPT.l!.Ml:SER 1 2 , 193u . 

It is desireu to include in this section of our report 

suggestions which have come to us from many sources for pri­

vate and semi-private cooperation for development of effect­

ive programs for the health and protection of Negro school 

childreno 

1. First, and most import ant, it seems both desirable 

and possible that a more wide-spread and effective use be made 

of t he opportunities presented by the National Negr o Health 

We ek programs. Many of the repr esentatives of State Boards of 

Health reporting on the questionnaires sent to them ( see Sect­

ion II) stated t hat taeir departments cooperated in making Na­

tional Negro Health Week effective. Some have suggested that 

these programs should be semi-annual instead of annual; that 

is, that there should be two or more suoh efforts on a nation­

wide scale each year to improve the health of the Negroes in­

stead of -one as nowo I t has been suggested "that Healt h Week 

be developed into a year-round program for local communities:~ 

No doubt it is generally known tha t the programs are pre­

pared Jointly by Tuskegee Institute and the United States Pub­

lic Health Service. They are sent out from the Public Health 

Service in Washington. State Boards of Health, State Depart­

ments of Educati on, and county and city boards of education 

and health are requested to cooperate in the distribution and 

observance of the programs. The annual celebration of this 

Health Week has had much to do with informing both white and 

colored people of the menace and danger that await the state 
or the community which neglects the health of it ~ ~-s egro peop..Q;:, 



IN REPLYINQ 
.ADDRESS TH£ SUFtQE:OH OfH•ERAL 

U.S.. PUBLIC HEALTH 8F.RVIOI! 
ANO REF£R TO 

Doctor M. M. Davis, 
Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
900 South Homan Avenue, 
Chicago, I llinoi s . 

Dear Doctor Davis: 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT 
BUREAU OF 

T HE PUBLIC HEALTH SERVI CE 

WASHINGTON 

Septe;nber 50, 1930 

i
1~rA~~i•l;, 

1-: .-, - __ / 
I ---1!-

-- I 
Doctor Pi er ce showed me your lett·er to him of the 20th 

instant \Vith reference to the employment status of Roscoe Broa, 
Brown has consulted me quite frequently of l ate on=-the ifatte'i- of • 
scholarshi ps, and particularly so after being i nformed that I could 
extend no further f i nancial assistance to him by reason of the cur­
tailment of our appropr iation. I am of the opinion that Doctor Brown 
is sincere in his desi re to improve himself in t he expectation of 
being pl aced in charge of the Negr o Health Week operat ions should 
this movement be pl aced on an all t he year conti nued basi s . However, 
I am equally convinced, though it may be subconcious on his part, 
that he reali zes that a gr ant in aid for a f ellowship would be a 
godsend to him at this t i me when he has about reached the limit of 
his f inancial r esources. 

I quite agree with you that a grant in aid in the form of 
a scholarship should be contingent on the assurance t hat i t will l ead 
to something defini te in the way of a perma..>J.ent and payi ng positi on. 
fey suggestion t o him t hat a course in vital statistics would be hel p­
ful i n t he case of his appointment as director of Negr o Health Week 
because it would enable him to make better use of the 1950 census 
data, i s no doubt r esponsi ble f or his desire t o t ake a course at 
Harvard. I would not be inclined to indorse a .full course in public 
health at this juncture because in the absence of a definitely assured 
positi on in this f i eld he would suffer serious handicap in a f i eld of 
such limited opportunity to a man of his r ace. His position and oppor­
tunity would be something enti rely different and not one thousandth 
part as promising as that of a negro public heal th nurse, who are in­
creasing in favor. These observations I think are in accord with the 
vecy sapi ent fourth paragraph of your l etter to Doctor Pi erce. 
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However, I am very much interested in the l ast sentence 
Gf the second paragraph of your letter in which you say that "If 
temporary work were available for him for a few months under the 
U.S. Public Health Service or some other appropriate auspices, I 
think we would consider a grant which would pay him a salary dur-
ing that period. " If you could pey him a living wage from October 
1 , 1950, to January l, 1931, I can keep him fully occupied and will 
defray such travel expense as he may find necessary to incur in the 
discharge of his duties under the Public Health Service. This action 
would give him time to catch his second ,tlnd as it were and also give 
opportunity to decide the fate of Negro Health Week. It i s our inten­
tion to call a conference on Negro Health Week during the l atter part 
of October at which time a definite decision will be reached as to 
whether this will be a growing project or not. If the decision is 
made to discontinue this activity then it will become necessary for 
Doctor Brown to find some other way to make a living. 

I have- a very warm sympatey for this man and am inclined 
to the opinion that he sacrificed self and prospects in the hope and 
expectati on that this work would be established on an all the year 
around footing. I shall show this let ter to Doctor Pierce and I am 
sure that I express his opinion as well as my own. 

Very si ncerely yours , 

- ,_ .. ..:.~4~ \ 
Talia£erro Clark 
Assistant geon General, u. s .P.H. S. 
Consultan in Negro Health 

TC:AMM Julius Rosenwald Fund 
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Mr. George R. Arthur , 
Associate for Negro Welfare, 
The Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
900 South Homan Avenue , 
Chicago, Illinois . 

My dear Mr . Arthur : 

Mr . Work has shown me your letter of September 25th 
relative to D.t:• ~oscoe 9J~ • Yy thought with reference 
to Dr. Brown is that" eventually a permanent position would be 
provided fetr him as Director of an enlarged National Negro 
Health Week Program. 

surgeon General Hughs . Cumming is calling a meeting, 
in his office on October 29th , of agencies interested i n the 
promotion of National Negro Health Week for the purpose of 
outlining pl&.nB f or t he 1931 Health Week Observance . Could 
there not be, on this same date , a meeting of a special 
committee consisting of representatives of the Public Health 
Service, of the Julius Rosenwal d Fund, Howard University and 
Tuskegee Institute to see if a decision cculd not be reached 
relative to an enlarged Health Week Program? If this 
suggestion meets the approval of the Julius Rosenwald Fund 
a.n agenda for this special meeting could be prepared as 
follows: 

l. A report on what has been accomplished by National 
Negro Health Week s ince its establishment in 1915. 

2. Future plans for Health Week covering a 5 year 
period. 

3. If the suggestion that Dr. Roscoe c. Brown be the 
Director of the work is approved, that he be 
granted a Fellowship for study to specially prepare 
himself for this work. 

-
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If the above suggestions meet the approval of the Julius 
Rosenwald Fund I would also further suggest that a small 
grant be made to Dr. Brown"'t o enable him to come to Tuskegee 
to spend the time between now and October 29th in preparing 
the report on what Health Week has accomplished and the 
program for its future. Tuskegee Institute would t'urnish 
room and board for Dr. Brown and give him the assistance of 
Mr. Work and the Department of Records and Research in the 
preparation of the agenda. 

'i' 

Hoping to r eceive a favorable reply, I am 

Very sincerely you.rs, 

r Principal. 



~eptu. bor ~s, lDiO 

i::y dea.1· Mr~ \1ork: Excuse rzy delay in ans, uring 
your letter of Sept ezber 16 rcle­

t ive t o Dr. Roscoe c. BrO\.n. 

The Julius Ro~cn.ald Fund, of 
cou.r ... c , v,ould be S]!!lpa~ ... tict..l ly d.::.o_pc::;eu to ..... rd 
assisting Dr. Bro ... n in e.ny i;'.)ral.!tic-11 -;;cy ,-hich in 
the l onJ 11.Ul u0uld also be off~ctivo. ~ boli~ve, 
ho,,ever, that the most itlportc.nt cons::.dor.:i.tio~ is for 
the future of Dr. Bi·ovm. I thin!.. tL2t if .it ,ere pos­
sible to obtain as .. u1unco ~·00 rd.J~ ~.J pcr.:aa.nent 
posit ion for Dr. Drown, tho Fund t.ould be int...,.(:l,H,ed in 
helping him t o Jrepa::-o for it, fJrovidod of cou..~"e, 
extra preipa.rution ,,ore needod c..nd could bo secured in o. 
1·oaso'lable leneth of time. 

It is to be rOP,r·)t tod th~t the .,reocnt 
si tua 1:,1 0 11 nakos rather unco:ctu.in tZlo • r <.l;:J ... 1\ .. tio?l for the 
1931 observance of national Negro He.lltn ,eCK. 

GRA:kp 

Mr . .. ,onroo N. Tiork, 
Ne..,ro Yo~.r Book 
'i'u ~~~eo Inetit~te 
'I'uuke~ee Institut e, 

Very truly you.re, 

&itor 

Alabcl.!lla 



September 20, 1950. 

Dear Dr~· Brown: I ru-u nh1:i..ys glad. to hea:r ·r:>'n you -..r.d ~-"Ve 

connidered y)1l.!' letter o • "'ept,(''.~b-c?r 16 
carefully. '1110 liA.tional t<.ogra Heal th Wee'. .. progr~ seo!.'lJ a::> 
uncer tain for the proRcnt, i . e . t~e ~oopcrutive pli~ ~etween 
Howr.rd University and tho U. ':. L'ublic Health ~('Tvicc, that 
I doubt if y0u C9n h.s~ p,ra~nol deci$ions upo~ it at this 
r.i.or:1ont . 

I t hink you would do wall t~ cons1cer 
your whole situ-.iti•:m ce,...oful::.y and discuss it wit".:l your most 
valued advisors in Washlngton. What do you see looking some 
years ar.eed in the w0y of opportunities in the ield of your 
special interP.st? To what extCllt ~ould studicc that vou 
propose at ttarvard really l~ad t) definite positions, paying 
n 11 ving salary? 

These and other cons ider atiorn.; ought to 
be wolched very carofully, as 1 cort'1inly foel witl other of 
;tour "r1ends thE.t you should not long continue .in a state or 
uncertainty. 

Sincorol y yours , 

MiCH 

CC to Dr. C.C. Pierce 



September 20, 1900. 

Deur Dr. Pierce: I zm writin'; <rout Dr. Roscoe Brol'f!l. up-
preci~ting ,-our in"torost I n him • ., :.!y present 

letter ~rises t r.:>ni the letters frol!l yoursolf :..nd Jr. ]rown J.11-der 
date of Septe~ber 3, addrensed to Principal M.::,ton ·-.t Tuskegee 
Instit:.ito, copies o~• which have wen sent us '1Cro :,r our consider'ltio11. 
It happened on the very sru:te d~te a letter come f r -">m Dr. Brown him-
sel" prv£),)s:u6 the t. he :rtudy in t 1e l.arvard .:3cl.ool of l'ubJ.ic Heal tn 
.:'or 'lt least one yoar for the cortificate in public boP.lth wit~ the 
p .iss.1bllity tl'ut he go O!l further toi'tard.J c?. doctor ate . 

Dr. Brown' s po~lti0n i~ o.n unfort.mnte ~ne. He 
hos labored bard for good causes and u.t llUCh pornonal sacril."ice. 
We are sympatnetically disposed to~ards assisting hin, if eny prac­
ticable way can be found in wn:i.ch S'.!ca .:.ssistance would be e1'i'ective. 
I,· temporal"/ worK were "lv::tilable 'or him for a f ew ..ion th.3 under tLe 
U. s. Public Health Service or some ot'1or e.pp1·cprlate aunvicea, I 
t11ink we ould considor " grent which ,1ould p~y hJ.m D. slll.ary during 
the.t perlod. 

Hut the lmpvrtant constderstion is Vr. brown' s 
future . .Ever. if the ::,lan o ~ a per .. ,&.1J.enl, neti0nnl luJc.,r0 i,ealth ~eel< 
on the cooporati ve ocho?:le bot':'leon the Sorvice t--,id l!.JW .rd :m1 ve1·si ty 
is 1·ealizad, thero i-, 1.0 o.ssurai.we t .. .1t Dr. Br0m1 w~ll be appointed 
as its director. He has certain qualificntions, but lncks the 
medical degree. In &ny cuso, t~e appoint .ent wocla n~t rest w~th 
t he Juli us ~-os~nwald .::una. In aubstnnce, .lJr. Drown cannot count ::m 
a i:.ure .:n t:1is direct lon ~t present; t .. ere ia u1erely u possibil ity. 

In 0th.or diroctior>3, you end otl.er 0fficors of 
the SerVico are :-.-:ore fa:iili:->r with possible openings f or Dr . Brown 
tnan I nm. I qi;.esti·:>n grot-tly whothc-r Le would be jui..tified, even if' 
funda were ava~lnble in devoting ~ yenr7 ttuch le~s a lont;or period, 
t0 study at ~lflrvard. To Tahat ir~uld t~1is lend hi ? Wbnt pooiti:>n 
can h'3 hope tv obt:!!n n!·te:r he !: .s :,acnred a c.:ertific ~ to in public 
hoe.1th? 

Dr. Brown' s future position ~uet be f rarJr.ly 
• .ced. There is little p0int in a temporizing p:an. If it woro 
:;nsslble t,, 0btai!1 usourar~ccs reg.:..rdi~ '1V peri:lanent positi:m f or 
hi~ \":'hic:1 ·,-,,)_.lJ r.ot be open '"'or soveral eon t,hs , ti·,~t :itght ive a 
b:1sia on r.!1ich ~o~,e i:.ction could be taken. If on the 0ther hand, 
no per'l!l'.lnent position is 1n si6l1t, it aee:ns to me thet Dr. Drown 
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is unwise in te-.porizing and h3d better :r-nte a per..nunent plan. We 
carmot O."\:.e t~:e decision :or r.i:i. 

I a:, w::--:tinr; :,·ou because I kn,:,,r your ~ 
interest .tn him and your 1.-.nowlecige o" the .... .:.eld which ~ay hel p hir .. 
in re.:ic'-,il1g soi:e decision . I "'iou.ld be h~.PPY to c.>rre~;-ond with y.:>u 
f urthor about i~. I hope D~ . .Jr~wu cay hsve op,ort--.mity to tnlk his 
situat ion o--..-o. ri:th you. I enclose copy o ~ the letter I C'l :;r.irrlJ.ng 
him. I en not express:.ng the definite opinion t '1at 1 "',ave c.bovc, 
o.L,c-c I dvn ' t w.:.n.t t:> discourur;e h:.-. nnd bec~m~;c I :-ope th:it •1 

personal c:>n '..'eronce vri t h you wi ll be possible. This would be ,,,uch 
better th~.n a.ny l ett er . 

If you a r e able to do anything, let me know 
as I do wish you to :feel t he sy.npnthetic interest which I h~ve, 411d 
•"''.lich the other;) hex·e Gl:.erc, in Dr. Brown. 

: ,.D' l:l' .,)') J 
Dr. r/c. Pierce 
~a8istant Surceon- gonernl , 
O. S. Public Health Service 

asl\ington, D. C. 

Sincerely- ycmr-s, 

M,ck__"•~ DA'JiS 
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Soptembor 20, 1950. 

Duor Dr. r1crce: I :u.1 1trit i!1g ol.uut Dr. f os..::oe !3rom,, o.p-
prcci:lti!li:P yo:..ir in torc:lt in hi!J . .zy preoent 

letter e.r ... ms frt, t: e lott •1 c fr., y >ttr ,o}.£ u: ct Dr. Brorr,1 Qnder 
dfate rJf 3cpt~ber .:,, nddrensod t~ Fr lncipnl w.:1ton a~ Tiwkogec 
-r1 ,-Ci ~:.tto , cop.:.<?:, .) r.- 1icL huvo bt .. o,'l aont ·.10 hc!"o "'or Yl:.- ~onoideratE.01 . . 
It l .. '!pponcd -.>n tho vcr:,• snn~ d!"tto a letter camo tr~:., Jr. -,,jm-. him-
salf pr pJs·ng thet ho ntudy in tl:e H-.1vard School of li 'h~_ic l-'o"'lth 
for .t lenet one yoar ,;r t,hc co1·t!ficnto in Ir.!blic heeltL .y.:_tn the 
p os. 0.:.1:h,y th•it be go :1 further W'.Tnrdn a doctor. to. 

Dr. nr,mn' s positi ::.n 1~ c.r. unf.::>:-t-:.:n:.,.tc O"'e. lio 
his l11borod :li·ud for 6ood cnu:1es . nd t .,uch per.'.lonal sacrH"ice. 
~o ar"" s7r:puthet Lct\lly d:i.!;p.>s0d t-0r.:11 ds r.r.sis!.i:- • h •· i !l!ly prac­
ticable way can bo fou11d iu which 6U.ch e;:;siat nee 1T:>u.1..d be e''f-~ctivo. 
If teqx>rar;,· ort. -~re nvall ble or • • .. "or ... ~; ... ont'1s under tho 
U. ~. Public Health Service or ao_o other Qppr~pzlatc auspices, 1 
tld.r.i wo would cor.sider a g.ant. which ,101..:1.c '.)D:;,.. .lw o. sc..lnry durl.ng 
thet period. 

fru.t tho lcporU1:1t c~n .. lrloretioo ls :lr. Brown' s 
future . :Cvc.i .:.r thlJ !)lon -.>f o. per ,n.nont n t'tonc.l l ogi·o Honlth Jeck 
on the <!O;)purati va ochm··e bot-;-:eon t .o Se:rvice nd :!;,;w-:rd tnivero1 ty 
is ro.-uizad, thoru .is r,o 2ss·.u-a,.ce tt,o.t Dr. Sromi ~el bo ~pp1.>int-d 
so its dirt1ct.>r. he he:: co1·tni:1 gual.!.ficntions, b'.1t lncl:!} the 
e1adico.l cioi;ree. !n any en ,o , the nppolnt ent ,rmld 1~ot .. •ofit w!.th 
tho Juli':.1s :,oncmwald .:"und. In m1b!ltnnce , Dr .. :..1·.own cfinnut cour:t or: 

t"'.;.t,Uro in t1 iG dil'cct.lon at prooer.t; tl.orc ii; .... eraly p sdbllit.7. 

In othor dlroctiona, yoc md otl~r ""f1<'ot"s of 
the ... orv.i.co mo ~ot·c') f ::ill:..r ..-ith possible op~·.incil or .;r. ·-!'OV!!J 

Ll,ar. I om. I quest'. _,n gr m.tly ~hotb, r he -r.'-uld bo Ju::.tifi •J , ~~:en if 
funds Viera r..vnan.ble i!l devotir:ig a yoar, •.. ucb lt:tas c J ont;~:r pcr.i.od, 
to st-.:.dy at !!crvnrcl. To , 11ct .t::>dd thit lend hi ? ,,.et :,it.:;:,n 
ca.n h'l hope to obt in aftor he l:.s secured a certlflcata in public 
healt h? 

Ih-. nrown• e future poaition rru.st oo rar.l.ly 
r .cf?d. 'Ii.lore is H ttle point in a tei:ip0rizl~ plan. If it WO!'e 
p.1~s!ble t > obtein ucuur:.mceu re c1·Jlng ny :p r anent pooition or 
hi~ whi<fa ,1-,uld not be opon for !lover l on tho, that !light 'i. ve 
b:isia on .,.11ch ao .. ,a t..ction could be tnkon. If :m Hio :>tl er r~nd, 
no :perm-incmt position is in nieht, it see .. o t,~ ... e tlw.t Dr. Brom, 
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is unl'Tise in tc ~rlzlng irnd :1 d bettor e a pm·~-· nent plan. o 
cannot na},8 tho d 1cision ·or hl12. 

I • t· • T , ' ..-,...J;d tlll t1r l.n • yvu. c,~cnusc - AllO'Y your ~;?e?e:,oc 
1r.toreat i:1 hira a!.d your lr.n,:rl"1dt;C o tho .:.eld w11ich • ~l!) hJ. 
·_n ro c· il1z e~me tlecio.:.on. I , ,uld cc happy t-:> c..:,rr·es,ond ;a.!:t:. y'u 
•urt: ~)r ebout it. I hope lr.:-. '°r.;rr.1 ltlt-y hf:.Te >P)'~rt:unity t"O t.ru.k his 

situat.:un at r i you. I encl ~tm copy ) - tho l t.tcr I t'..l:l oentling 
hir.. I cm not ""Y.pl'essin:: the do ·1:1i t,o ◊pinion U. t I h ve aln,•c, 
t>.L"lcc I don' t tum tc uisco1.n· :c !J. nc b~cat·ae: ~iop ~h t 
ers~nal con <n-cncP. with you will 3 i> )Gsi ble. This •ould be uch 

b~tter tan eny lotter. 

lf you ntc bic to do e.nythinz, let ~c ~norr 
05 I d!i wish you to feel tbe 1:J;.:!pnthet.:c ::-itcrcst w'. . .!.ch I have, nr.d 
u. ie .: tht~ o t.he:-;.. h re sh r,::,, l.n Dr. Bro 

• l[)ttffi 

Dr. c. c. rt rc6 
Aas!st,u.t >Uri<JOn-wc~ernl, 
U. s. Public He~t~1 Servlce 
nashin 1 t:m, :,. c. 

Si cerel.y ;r;r·~, 

~fl\C'',.,(L f~- f);W1S 



In a recent con:ferenoe with Dr. Taliaferro 
Clark, Consultant in Negro Health fo~ the Julius Rosen­
wald Fund, cognizance was taken of t he current announce­
ments of courses of instruction offered by several ac­
crenited institutions and the important notation that 
registration for all such courses Will soon open and, 
i n a few days, close, thus precluding my entrance thia 
semester upon any kind of study in which I might receive 
intentioned instruction and necessary credits toward the 
proposed preparedness for resea r ch work and teaching, 
with special r ef erence t .o vital· statistics and related 
treatises. 

I am not unmindful of the original and alterna­
tive proposals in my letter of July 19, the former ask­
ing aid for a direct, full-time fellowship fer study at 
Howard University, and the latter f or the opportunity t o 
promote the National Negr o Health Week as a year-round 
program with concurrent study a t Howard University. In­
vestigation and reflection, however, seem to indicate 
t hat, i n considerat ion of my being an alumnus of Howard 
University, and especially because of the present lack 
of adequate personnel or faci lit ies a t Howard University 
for public health courseq, it might be well for me to at­
tend another sc~ool in which there are alre~ay well es­
t ablished courses i n public health. This observation does 
not s eek to abandon prior proposals, which will be accept.­
able if you so decide and provide , but does ask amendment 
if you think it logical and pract ical. I tola Dr. Clark 
t hat 1 understood t he primary objective of the Julius Ros­
enwald Fund health program t o be the most const ructive 
aid t o modern facilities and the training of personnel 
for hospital and health services in Negro communities, ur­
ban and rural• and . that, whereas the alternative proposa1 
~roviding for the National Negro Health Week was tenta-
tively being given prior considerat ion, I think t he fol-
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lowing suggestions might satisfactorily compose matters: 

( 1) That I set up t he National Negro Health Week program 
for the ensuing year a.nd delegate its function to cooper­
ating agencies, pending my devotion t o direct full-t ime 
atudy; and 

{2) That I undertake the two-year resident study at the 
Harvard University School of Public Health as suggested 
by Dr. Roseneau, thus securi ng the Certificate in Publi c 
Health (or t he equivalent at some other accredited in­
stitution if you so determine). Du.ri ng this study, I 
could and would devote my efforts to fundamental require­
ments; and, thereafter, I could earn the superior degree 
of Doctor of Philosophy in eygiene by using the Negro 
health problea for required thesis and field project. 

As stated in other correspondence and in con­
ference with Dr. Clark, the budget for this course of 
study will be $ 300. 00 per month for twenty-four months 
(see letter of July 19 , please). Following this measure 
of preparedness, further pursuit of larger training I am 
sure could be taken care of by compensation for devotion 
of time and effort to the Negro health proJeot in keep­
i ng with t he Julius Rosenwald Fund's program for con­
st ructive and effective service. 

I underst and the number and importance of t he 
many proposals and projects whioh engage your attention 
and tax your time, but I trust that I have contributed 
in this follow-up communication some suggesti on wnich 
will clear the way for the object i ve which we mutually 
appreciate and desire. It would be most gratifying and 
encouraging t o me if you could determine a course of 
action for me at this time when school courses and pr ac­
t ical programs are getting under way for the ensuing 
year's activity. 

Dr. Roseneau suggests that I might come to 
Harvard to work out the detai1s of a program of s t udy 
and I should certainly appreciat e the opportunity to 
have a heart-to-heart personal talk with you. I have 
full appreciat ion of t he necessary economies in the op­
erations of any program or proJect, yet I venture to 
ask if you might approve my proposal t o make t hese con­
tacts. 
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HA.RVARD UNIVERSITY 

MEDICAL SCHOOL 

Department of Preventive Medicine and Hygiene 

Boston, Massachusetts 

Dr. Roscoe c. Brown, 
11 21 Girard St.,N. w., 
Washington, D.c. 

Dear Dr. Brown: 

Sept• 1 0 , 1 9 30 

I have just r eturned t o my desk and find 
your letter of September 3rd, which will explain the delay. 

I thi nk there should be no trouble in f oi,au­
lating courses for you in Preventive Medicine and Hygiene~ 
Epidemiology and Vit al Statistics. lam personally inter­
ested in your sit uat ion and aims. Your academic position 
becomes a littl e complicated in view of your educat ional 
history. My own judgment is that you would be best placed 
in our School of Public Health, t aking courses leading t o 
a Cer t ificate in Public Health. After this, if desirable~ 
you mignt take work leading to higher degr ees. However, 
you cannot mat riculate for the Master. in Public Health or 
the Doctorate in Public Health without a medical degree. On 
t he other hand, this is not r equired in the Graduate School 
as a candidate f or the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in Hy­
giene. This is a superior degree and would take you a very 
long t ime, perhaps longer than r equired to meet the pract i­
cal demands of your career. 

Dr~ Hallowell Davis, who is Secretary of the 
Division of Medical Sciences, has gotten i n touch with me. 
He is at present on vacati on and upon his return I will a­
gain take up the matter with him. Meanwhile, be assured 
that I am in S7Dlpatby with your objects and again state that 
I will be glad t o do what I can in ortter that you may bett er 
prepare yourself to carry out your ideals. For the sake of 
emphasis, I r epeat t hat from t he meager information at band; 
it is my judgment t hat you should matriculate in the School 
of Eu.blic Health, taking courses leading to a Certifioate in 
Publio Health. 

Very truly yours, 

(Signed) M.J.Roaeneau 
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1930 

I\zy- dear I.Ir. Arthur: 

I am enclosing copies of letters to Doctor 
1:oton from Assistant Surgeon General C. c. Pierce and 
Dr. Ros9.aa c. Brown, relative to financial assistance 
for noc~or ~ rown until such time as the status of 
National Negro Health Week shall have been settled. I 
am writing you in this more or less informal manner to 
inquire whether the Julius Rosenwald Fund might not 
give Doctor Brown a small honorarium tbat would help in 
part to make up the deficiency in payment for health 
work which he has already done and to enable him to 
assist in promoting the 1931 National Negro Health iTeek. 

Because of the uncertainty of the future status 
of National Negro Health Week the preparation for the 1931 
observance i s considerably behind what it has been in 
previous years . Doctor Brown last year at this time had 
the bulletin prepared for submi s sion to the preliminary 
conference held on October 19 in Surgeon General Cumming's 
ofl'ice . 

To date nothing has been done relative to t he 
prepara~ion for the 1931 Health Week program. Doctor 
Moton is sending a lett,er today to Surgeon General Cumming 
sug~esting that a conference on the 1931 National Negro 
Heal th ~'leek be held in r:ashington the week of October 31 . 

Awaiting your a dvice and trusting that my request 
will receive favorable consideration, I am, 

Very sincerely yours , 

~ 
1.~onroe N. ,fork , Ed itor 

/b !Tegro Year Book 
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Dr . Roscoe c. Brown 
~12l _Girard St . 1 N. W. 
·Vash1ngton, D. u . 

Dr. R. R. Moton , 

TREASURY DEP ARTUENT 
BUREAU OF 

THE PUBLIC HEALTHS ERVICE 

WASHINGTON , D. C. 

September 3 , 1930 

Tuskegee Institute, Ala . 

Dear Dr. Moton: 

Dr. c. C. Pierce of the Public Health Service, 
who is in charge of personnel and accounts of the Service , is 
writing you today on the important matter 01· 1·1nanc ing the Nation­
al Negro Health Week for current work until disposition of the 
proposed year- round movement is made . 

I am not a regular employee of the Public Health ~er­
vice , I am Lecturer (Reserve) and because of stringency of ap­
propriations this year I have received only $290. 00 thus far 
for salary. Of the last Lealth Week money earned in duty on the 
field , J 500. 00, I received only $200. 00 . Only expenses were paid 
for the larger part of this work. You can understand why the 
disappointment of the American Red Cross matter , which held me in 
waiting for almost a year and the present Heal th Week matter, \\hich 
was proposed last October, but which has not yet been efrected, have 
placed me in extremis . For two years my savings and investments, 
now delpeted, not only had to serve my home an:l family obligations, 
but also help me to carry on much of my official work. 

Speo1f ica11y now, I am requesting that you give 
fa, orable consideration to (1) a voucher of $270 . 00 for 27 days of 
duty , August 4 to 30 , in Virginia, at the National Medical Asso ­
ciat i on and the National Negro Business League , and in many com­
munities in the interest of my work as Chairman of the National 
Negro Health We ek Committee. Dr . Pierce says this sum cannot be 
reimbursed by the Service . (2) Plans and preparation of materials 
for the approaching Health Week conference at the Public Health 
Service . In ten years of service , I have spent my time and ot·ten 
my means for Health ~eek work and not asked. for personal remineration. 
But I nust ask f or the aid I deserve and now need. I have been 
eft·ic ient, industr ious and loyal in my work. It is asking too much 
to have me sufier loss and deprivation. 

:May I hear from you soon? 

(Sisned) 

Sincerely yours , 

Roscoe C. Brovm 
Lecturer (Reserve) 



COPY 

Dr. R. R. Moton 
Tuskegee Institute , 
Tuskegee, Alabama 

Dear Doctor Moton: 

TREASURY DEF ARTMENT 
BUREAU OF 

THE PUBLIC EEALTH SERVICE 
WASHINGTON 

September 3 , 1930 

A situation has developed about which I would like 
to write you so that you may know what to expect from the Publ i c 
Health Service this year i n the way of cooperation in the progr am 
for national Negro Health Week . 

For a number of .years , the Public Health Service has 
employed Dr. R. C. Brown to prepare the program for the fal l confer­
ence to develop plans f or the National Negro Health Week of the fol ­
lowing spring. This year , Dr. Brown was given a travel order to a t ­
tend the meeting of the National Medical Association at Indianapolis 
and the meet ing of the National Negro Business League in Detroi t. 
This travel order , however , covered only his actual expenses i n a t ­
tending these two mee tings . He received no salary. 

On account of the limited appropriation and the 
necessity for strong economy in expenditures this year , it wi ll not 
be possible to pay Dr. Brown for this work he has already done nor 
to ple.ce him on the payrolltempa,rarily to do any rurther work in 
connection with the National Negro Heal th Week or any other type 0 1· 
service . Dr . Brown has received very little compensation f'rom the 
Puulic Health Service during the past two years and is in consi derable 
financial difficulty at the present time on account of the time he has 
given to health work among Negroes without remuneration . 

I am telling you of this situation i n the hope that 
you may lmow of some way VThereby Dr . Brown can be compensated for work 
he may do from now on in connection with the National Negro Health 
Week. In my opinion, Dr. Brown has mrked ability in health propaganda 
wor·k and it would be a pity to not utilize his services. Can you not 
arrange f or some organizat ion interested i n health work a ong Negroes 

9 t o give Dr . Brown a paying position for a few months at leas t . It ~ 
looks as if the Rosenwald l!'und mi ght take over this work in the D.Elar 
future but unlees Dr. Brown gets some immediate financial help , I do 
not knav what is going to become of him and his family. 

Please give this matter y~ur serious con s i derat ion and 
let ne knav i f you cannot f i nd some way of help i ng u s out of t he present 
difficulty. 

Very t rul y yours , 

(Signed) C. c. Pi e rce 
Assistant Surgeon General 



SCHOL 

July 29, 1930. 

Dear Dr. Brown: I h!!.ve di::zcussod your letter of 

July 1~ rti t~ other officers of the 

Fu..11d and clso '\Tlth Dr. Taliaferro Clerk. 

I think it would be beat to Givo 

pr:i,or consi<ler3tio~ t o tre suggc3tion in p rngruph 

2 on p.ge 2 of your letter as cornp~rcd with a fellow­

ship. As you a.pprecin.te, it me.y be someti11e bei'ore 

the oituntion will be clcur. It involves action by 

nevcral orgc.oiution::;. neanwhile, let me sa.y that 

p.:>ints rientioncd in the :1e:x:t to the last paraf;ie.ph 

0£ y0ur lotter arc b--J no meruis unappreciat ed. 

Cordially yours, 

M~AVIS 

• 
t'laohineton, D. c. 

CC to Dr . Clark 



~ ioaooe c. Brown 
11 21 Girard St.,N. W. 
Washingt on, D.c. 

--- ~-
Dr• 1l1.chael :u:. Davis, 
Director for Medical Service0 ;· :r-
Julius Rosenwald Fund, . 
900 South Homan ATenue; l 
CHICAGO · I 

!:1 i,1 D 

Dear Dr. Darla: 

SGhuLARS I 
July 19, 1930 

( 

~ J1i i q 
.,... 

' 

This r eply to your letter of July,, in response 
to memorandum transmit t ed by Dr. Taliaferro Clark, has been de­
layed in reachi ng you because of condi t ions now obtaining with 
regard to 1'V' r equest for a sholarship f rom the Julius Rosenwald 
Fund, t o w1 t : 

1. The summer courses at Howard University had progressed 
too far to r eceive credit for work done i n t he remaining weeks 
of the course. 

2. (a) The prospect of preparat ion for work as a race stat-
istictan in matters of health, doing such work for 1'V' group as 
Dr. Louis I. Dublin of t he Met ro:poli t an Life Insurance Company 
and llr. Edgar Sydenstricker of the United States Public Health 
Service are doing genera11¥, the treatises of both of whom I 
have followed closely and receiTed from each cooperation 1n my 
field, presents a new viewpoint for consideration. 

(b) The pre:parat ion for this work entails mu.oh more stu­
dy. I was trained as a dent ist, but have been active in the pub­
lic health field fifteen years, pioneering health work for 'IIJ1' 
group and building up the »opul.ar health programs of the Nation­
al Negro Health Week as chairman of this movement and the Nat­
ional Kedical Association as chairman of its General Health Com­
mittee. You know of my work in the camps during t he World War 
and 1'V' connection with the United Stat es Public Healt h Service ; 
in which I was inst rumental in securing the cooperati on of lay 
and professional people f or a nation-wide observance of health 
programs. 

(c) In conference with t he Registrar of Howard Universi­
ty, I l earned t hat I can secure the degr ee of Bachelor of Sci­
ence in two years (six quar ters and t wo summer courses) such 
st udy giving me the oppor tunity to incl.ude pertinent medical. and 
public health subJects and, also, to receive credit for such 
survey and research work as I ma_y under take. I was a scho1arship 
student at Howard and received superior rating and I haTe been a 
student of my work and its relations ever since. 

(d) The buc1&et for t his course of study as set fort h by 
the Registrar is: 

$ 1093.67, wnich would approximate $ 1200. 00 , inolud­
ing incidentals, datail.ed as follows: 
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SPECIAL NOTE 

Tuition 
Personal Expense 
Books 
Laboratory Fees 
Graduation Fees 

Incidentals 

Total 

$ 471.67 
-- .532. 00 

3.5.00 
3.5.00 
30.~0 

$ 1103.7 
26,33 

$ 1200.00 

I - This study would not allow f or work with income and I 
would r e quest in addition thereto su:tficient subsistence for my 
family (1 have wife and two chil.d.ren ) I he.ve been ox,erat ing eco­
nomically on a budget of$ 2400 a year and wou.1d request$ 200.00 
per month during this study. 

II. - However, I shou.1d be willing to do some work related 
to my field, and though I understand t hat no oommi tment is made 
with respect to the proposed permanent National Negro Health Week 
movement, I do trust that there might be some action in this di­
rection for the transitional period through which this type of 
popular and generalized activity will be succeeded by trained spec­
ial.ists who will do research work and teaching, thus getting more 
fundamental, continuous and effective resu.1ts. I understand unof­
ficially that Howard University will probably accept the proposal 
which was presented to the Board of Trustees by your representa­
tive, Dr. Taliaferro Clark (action on which was not reached by 
them, but referred to the Executive Committee, and further delayed 
by President Johnson's absence f r om the country on the Haiti Com­
mission) I am sure that t he cooperation of the lledical School, un­
der the deanship of Dr. Numa P.G.Adams, and with the use of the 
teaching and technical facilities of the school, would considera­
bly promote the evolution of the Health Week movement into larger 
use:ruJ.nesa. As worker for the Ju.1ius Rosenwald Fund, I would be de­
sirous and willing to pursue a course of study concurrently,,. with 
this work and pay the cost of it from personal comyensation,·which 
I am sure would be adequate for study and subsistence of mysel:t and 
family. 

3. Personal considerations - In the absence of conference with 
you, I have endeavored to give you by memorandum the status of my 
work in the public health field and my personal ~elfare. I do not 
wish to approach this su.bJect with considerations of sentiment, but 
I do trust that you will be able to Justify one of the above pro­
posals, namely {a) intens1Te study with scholarship; or (b) collat­
eral study while doing compensated work1 and that yoa. may appreci­
ate the sacrifices (often of my own time and meana) I have made to 
carry on my work, not primarily from the standpoint of a job, but 
as a chosen career, in which I saw the need and for which I made 
the sacrifice of the more lucrative returns of private practice. 

I shall be glad to answer freely and frankly any inquiries 
and to visit your office for conference if desirable or necessary. 

Sincerely and respectfully yours, 

-



PERSONAL HI§TORY OF Di, ROSCOE c, l:}iQD 

Fu.11 name - Rosooe Conk1ing Brown 
Address - 1121 Girard St.~N.w., Washington, D.c. 
Famil.y History - Born Washington,n.c.; October 14; 1884. Age 45 

Fathe*: John R. Brown, living, age 72. Government 
clerk. 
Mother: Blanca Maguire Brown, deceased, age 59 
Brothers: Two living; one dead, infa.nt. 
Sisters: Two living; two dead. 
Grandparents: All dead.Materaal grandmother was 

nurse, Alexandria, Ta. 
Immediate Family - Wife and two children: Bay, 8; girl, 6 
Elements- y Education - Snowden Public School, Alexandria, Ta. 
Secondary Education - M Street (now Dunbar) High School, Washing-

D.c. Received scholarship to Howard Univer­
sity Dental School, 1903 

College Education - Howard University Dental School; graduated 
1906 

Professional work - Passed State Eoard of Dental Examiners: Dis­
trict of Columbia, 1906; Tirginia, 1907 
Practiced in District of Columbia, one yeart 1906-07 ); in 
Tirginia, 1907-1 915. 
Inst ru.otor in If3giene and Sanitation, Richmond Hospital 1907-
1915. Miss Mary J. Williams of the Tuskegee Institute Health 
Center is gradute-of one of my classes, also a number· of oth­
er nurses in priva~e and community nursing. One, a Miss· Eliz­
abeth Gaiters, graduate year 1915, has Just been appointed to 
do tuberculosis field work in Richmond. 
Entered public health fie1d in 1915 on my own resources. 
Reorganized Tirginia Union University Department of Chemistry 
during the term 1917-191a. 
With Commission of Training Camp Activities in camps on A+;lan­
tio seaboard and in Alabama, 1918- 1919. 

United States Publio Health Service, 1919-1923, Lecturer a.nd 
Director of Colored Work, Division of Tenereal Diseases, pro­
moting health work f or the colored population through office 
and field personnel. Since 1923 , Lecturer (Reserve) and repre­
sentatiTe of the Public Health Service in National Negro Heal!l1 
Week. Edited "Keeping Fit" and '"Youth and Life" exhibits and 
manuscript s. Now editor of Natbnal Negro Health Week bulletin 
and poster anu other literature. 
1921, attended and received oertifioate from American Public 
Health Association Reill.th Institute, New York City. 

Other Activit ies - Nat i onal lleuioal Assooi ation: Chairman, General 
Health Committee.(19~4-1928, Executive Secretary of N.M.A.) 
North Caroli na Jlutua1 Life Insurance Company, Welfare Division; 
1924-1928 . Active in life extension work. Won Gold Medal Award 
at Sesquicentennial Exposition, Philadelphia, 1926, for Health 
Conservation exhibit. 
National Negro Health Week: Chairman and executive. 

References - Rev. Waiter H. Brooks, Washington, D.C.; Dr. R.~lloton, 
Tuskegee Lnstitute; Dr. J.S.Clark, Virginia Union University, 
Richmond, Va.·;. Eugene A. Clark, President, Normal. College, Dis­
trict of Columbia Public Schools; Surgeon General Cumming, u.s. 
Public Health Service, Washington, J).Q.; Dr . ll.O.Dumas, Howard 
University, Washington, D.c. 
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July 9, 19 .:o 

De u- Dr. Brom: D:i.· • Ta .. iui'a.1.T:) Clark hns tran ... -
mi tted your ra uost !'or a scholar­

ship froJl the Juiuo senuald Fund to enable you to 
take ~n;nar cour~es at Hi:, urd thi s yeo.r. o ro in­
clined to con.,i Jor thiu 1>c est f vorahly, opprociating 
that these co:.U·ae1;3 may contri .c.:- .,o yotrr turo ef­
fect1vm1css in publ, .c hen.1th ork . 

In ny conoideration uo ce.y i ve to 
th.ls Gr011t, v,0 nioh to hti.Ye it cle .rly undo:i.•stood thnt 
no co.:ci toon t i :J 1 plied r.-.1d not ncceosc.rily n f c...vor­
oblo ntti ~lcte ith re p ct to consider-ti on by ..... rmd 
of c.ny future propou,,J. such oo tho ostabli cil::lcn t, 01.' 

na.tionol Heero Health Weok on a por. t.ncnt boni:: . 

I um not cl.ear on ono point, namely 
tho n:'lount of tho schol nrship re u.i.,.od ill you 
ple se ivl) mo • b1'ief bud .. et., ::.:i ~'1,.: ,ion end 
1,-uch other oxpeneoo as you regard ~-r.ti noceosary 
in order th1:1t you a;y b .. abl'3 t.o J,.r- .,..J.:;s course. 

JD: ..LU 

1121 Gi rard Stroat, 
o.s.tln rt.on, !) . C 

Very Lruly JOUrs, 



rn REPLYINO 
A DOR£SS THE SURGEON OE:NEAAL 

U. s. PUBLIC HEAL TH .SP.AVICE: 
ANO REFER TO 

• 

Doctor M. M. Davis, 
Juli us Rosenwald Fund, 
900 bouth Homan Avenue, 
Chica.go, Illinois . 

Dear Doctor Davis: 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT 
BUREAU OF 

THE PUBLIC HEAL TH SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 

I 
·---..;__-----1_-.L __ _j 

I am very pleased to ha.ve your letter of the 50th ultimo 
with regard to the application of Roscoe C. brovm for a scholarship 
to enable him to take a summer course iversi ty . Should 
you decide to give favorable consideration to this application I 
trust that you,will also take into consideration the advisabili ty of 
adding a small stipend for subsistence in addition to the amount of 
tuition . 

Doctor Brown seems to all of us here in the Bureau who 
know him as a very wortey man who has had hard luck . At the pr esent 
time he is without employment except such odd jobs as we are able to 
1ind for him from t i me to t i me . 

It i s thoroughly understood that favorabl e action on his 
application has no bearing upon any consider ati on the }'und may give 
to the proposal for aiding National Negro Health teek. 

Very sincerely yours , 

TC : AMM Tali aferr 
Assistant General , U. S.P.H. ~. 
Consultan i n Negr o Health 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 

IP 
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DRAFT 

July 2, 1930. 

Dear Dr. brown. Dr. Taliaferro vlark has transmitted me yJur r uest 

for a scholarship of ~HOO froill the Julmus Rosenwald 

Fund to enable you to talce sumrr,er courses at Howard University this year. 

An accompanying notice st~tes the formal grant of this request. You 

should clearly understand that this action is taken by the Fund because 

of the belief that these courses may contribute to your future effectiveness 

in public health work in behalf of the Negro, and that this grant implies 7'1-() 
~~" ~ ..... ~ ,. ~.d/r~ 

nothing with respect to consideration by the ~und of any ..9f!ccifi,,. future 
"-

proposal such as the establishment on a permanent basis of national Negro 

Health Week. 

MMD:MR 

Dr. Roscoe C. Brown 
U. ~- Public Health Service 
Washington, D. C. 

Sincerely yours , 



June 30, 193:J. 

Do:'tr Dr. Clar k : •rhis is t o !tC: nonledge ,1our lotter oi: June ~:~ 

tre.nsmltting witn your fav..)rable reco .. ime:,a..,tion 

the nppl.:c tion of Dr. Roscoe c. Brown for a schol rship .)f $1D~ t o 

enable .1:5.?:, to take n. ccrtH·i.n su 1er c :mrsc, ;. t I:owurd University. 

Y.:mr Jetter "onnc>d,s thi..s "ith tre pi·,.,ject wh.i.ch 

we h ve tcnt.·,tively discu·"scd for the set.tine up of n~ti,.1ti'.l t~•~gro 

cooper t~.on of' U-.c ~r. µ . Public .he 1th S0 rv:.ce . • will tu· o up with 

Llr. J rthur ' nd. other~ r, it.hin the n,,.xt i' or1 days the 0cll:">l .eoh·i p ~0r 

Dr. Drown, but meatMhile I should lik~ t > r..,: o it clear tl "t shmlld 

f'av.:•rsble actilm :·n t is be tnkeu, 1 t, W;')llld h· ve n1) be 1•.i.ng upon 

:Juch c:.-:1sider.:1t,.on i\s tile Fund .1a.y el ve to the propose.1 r or aiding 

na.tiunal l,P.sro Health .,eel., ~ that plan were subnitt Gd to us. 

Dr. It\liafor1•0 Cils.r·k 
U. S. Public- lleD.l. t h Service 
'lreaoury De11arwent 
Washington, D. C. 

S5.ncerely youra, 

~ 
M ICHAEL M. DAVIS 



I N REPLYIHQ 

ADORl!SI THIE SURQl!OIII Ql!NIRAL 
U, 8. PUBLIC Hl!,\LTH S!AVICI! 

At◄0 Rl!f'l!R TO 

Doctor M. M. Davis, 
Julius Rosenwald .l"und, 
900 South Homan Avenue, 
Chicago , Illinois . 

Dear Doctor Davis: 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT 
BUREAU OF 

THE PUBLIC HEAL TH SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 

June 25, 1950 

I am in receipt of an application by ,_Qoctor Roscoe u. 
. . • _ ¥ ...... MMI.IMll!II< Brovm for a financial grant to enable him to taJce vwo subjec'ts 

M"""t1ie7 mmmer course offered by Howard Uni versi ty which he be-
lieves will be very helpful to him in the dischrage of his duties 
in connection with the National Negro Health \,eek. 

Doctor 1:lrovm seems very sanguine that the Trustees of 
Howard University w.i.11 taJce favorable action on the r ecommendation 
made by the Publi c Health Service to set up National Negro Health 
Week as a year-around program with headquarters at Howard Universi ty. 
In submitting our recommendation to Doctor Mor decai Johnson and 
Doctor Adams, the Servi ce expressed the wish that Doctor Brown be 
appointed as chairman and executive . .l!..'Ven if he should not be so 
appointed, he believes that this course will be very helpful to him 
in carryi ng on his work in a minor capacity . 

Should you require further recommendation, it wil l be an 
easy matter to obtain the endorsement of other officers of the Service 
)lho have personal knowledge of his abilities and duties when attached 
to the Public Health Service . 

'l'C : A.MM 
Incls. 

Very sincerely yours, 

--.... t '"'- t~'----1, 
'faliaferro Glark 
Assistant urgeon Genera}. U. S.P.H. S. 
Consultant in Negro Health 
Julius Rosenwald lUl'l.d 

\P 
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D ~Q~ C ~ own 
1121 Girard St . 1N. • 
Washington , D. v. 

Dr. Taliaferro Clark, 
Consultant in Negro Health, 
The Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
U. S. Public Health Service , 
Washington, n.c. 
Dear Sir: 

June 18 , 1130 

I understand that there is pending before the 
trustees of Howard Universi ty a memorandum concerning the 
cooperation of this school with t he United States Publ ic 
Health Service and the Julius Rosenwald Fund in the promo­
tion of the National Negro Heal.th Week as a year- round pro­
gram1 and I have dependable and reasonabl e , though not of­
ficial , assurance that the proposed plan, prepared and pre­
sented bt the Publ ic Health Service , wil l be approved and 
made effeotive. The great number of vital matters coming 
before the trustees necessitated the reference of many of 
them to the executive committee. The pl an has al.r eady been 
reviewed by Dr. Mordecai w. Johnson, President , and Dr. Nu­
ma P. G.Adams , Dean of the Medical. School.. 

In view of enlarged operation by establishment of 
the National Negro Health Week as a year- round movement at 
Howard University and my continued participation in this 
work, for which I have been chairman and executive f or the 
past eleven years , I desire to t ake advantage of the pre­
medical summer courses offered b~ Howard University. Two 
subjects are permissibl e , each giving credit for one unit. 
The tuition fee is$ 2~. oo per subject. Other fees, materi­
als and books make this fifty dol l ars or one hundred dol­
lars ( $100. 00 ) for the two subjects. 

I am unabl e to do this out of my own financial 
resources , which have been limited by my public service and 
family obligations. (I have wife and two chil dren) I there­
fore respectfully make application to the Julius Rosenwald 
Fund for grant in aid for. such amount as is necessary for 
proposed study and a reasonable allowance for subsistence. 

A copy of my personal and protessional history is 
attached hereto . 

Encl . 1 
.r'irst Indorsement . June 

H.espectfully forwarded · -,-__:__ ~ ~J..rn \ 

'l'aliaf ro Clark 
Assist t Surgeon General u.s .~.H.S. 
Consultant in Negro Health, Juli us tlosenwald Fund 
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U.S. PUBLIC Hl!Al.TH SERVICE 
A NO AEf'CR TO 

Dr . 1!J.cha.el Davis , /, 
Julius Rosenwald Founda.1 io~, 
925 South Homa.n A venue , ) 
Chicago, Illinois . 

Dear Dr . Davis: 

BUREAU OF 

TH E P UBL IC HEAL TH SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 

January 29 , 1929. --
M /1\,.{2 :2.J I vn~ /J _!JL_ 

I 

Dr . Draper told me of his recent conversation with you in regard 
to your interest in some colored physician . I would like to fnrnish the 
fo llov1i ng data in regard to a colored physician that I have !mown person­
ally for aoout ten years and whom I can unq_uc.lifiedly reconrnend for any 
position which he believes he cen conpetently fill: 

Dr. Roscoe Conkling .brown was born in washington, D. C., October 
14, 1884, thus being 1'1:m't' 1n h f !1 r orty- fif'th year of age . He is the son of' 
John R. Bro\..n , age 72, well am active , and Bl~nche 1.:a.gu.ire Brovm , deceased. 
His maternal grandmother , Eliztt li8.gU.ire , devoted the latter part of her 
more than seventy years of age to practical nursing in the city of Alex­
andria , Virginia. The issue of the family was eight children , five of whom 
survive , three brothers and two sisters . Dr. Brown is next to the oldest . 
He is married and has two children, boy , age 6 , girl , 5 . 

Dr . Brovm received his elementary education in the SnovJClen (boys ' ) 
School of Alexandria , Virginia . He attended and graduated from the M.Street 
(now Dunbar) High School , ~/ashington, D. C. (1899- 1903) , sni received the 
Howard University Derrtal School scholarship . He graduated from the latter 
in 1906 and passed the District of Columbia and Virginia State Boards of 
Dental Examiners in 1906 and 1907 , respectively . He practiced in Richmond , 
Virginia, 1907- 1915 . Tu.ring this period , he was Instru.ctor in Hygiene and 
Sanitation at the Richmond Hospital and Traini ng School , and graduated among 
other successful young women Mary E. Williems , R. P., of the Red Cross Health 
Center at i1uskegee Institute , Alabama. 

In 1914, Dr . Brown proposed to attend the . Interne.tional Hygiene 
Congress at Lyons , }!'ranee , but the \iorl d \lar intervened . In 1915 Dr . Brown 
attended the Panama .8xposition at San 1'rancisco, g oing by way of the Ps.nama. 
Canul Zone and returning across the United States for observation and ex­
perience in public health activities . 

Being convinced that there was opportunity for service in the 
public health field for one of his race , he retired from active practi ce 
in 1915 and bece,me a member of the real estate firm of Brown & Robinson, 
where he could continue his study of home and community hygiene in a prac-
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tica.l way. In 1917- 1918 , as a pert .of his war emergency service, he aided 
Virginia Union University, Richmond, Virginia , in its Department of Chem­
istry. 

During the years of 1918-1919 , Dr. Brown \\a.S a representative of 
the Commission on Training Camp Activities , visiting canps on the Atlantic 
seaboard from Upton , New York , to LlcClellan, Alabama. From 1919 to 1923 , 
he was Director of Colored Work of the Di vision of Venereal Diseases of 
the United States Public Health Servi ce . This program covered a large 
field and consisted of conferences , lectures and deroons trations . The 
major part of this work was done under my direction as Assistant Sur geon 
General, and I can heartily commend the organization effected by Dr. Brown 
and its operation among his people in the several communities . 

Dr. Brown now has the status of Lecturer (Reserve} with the United 
States Public Heal th Service, in which capacity he prepares the Iiational 
Negro Health ,eek materials in cooperation with Dr. R. R. l~ton and Dr . 
Monroe N. ,,ork of Tuskegee Institute . • 

For ten years , Dr . Brovm has been Chairman of the General Heal th 
Committee of the National Medical Association, and from 1923 to 1928 he was 
Executi ve Secretary of this organization. This association is conposed of 
the Negro physicians. surgeons , dentists and pharmacists of the United 
States and has as affiliated bodies the National Hospital Association and 
the National Association of Life Insurance Medical Examiners . 

Dr . Brown was associated also with the North Carolina Mutual Life 
Insurame Company in its life extension vrork during the yea.rs of his activ­
ity with the Nat ional 1:edical Association in .Durllam, North Carolina . In 
this connection, he won i;he Gold 11edal Award at the Sesg_uicentennial Exposi ­
t ion at Philadelphia in 1926 . 

Dr. Brown is a ready and convincing speaker, a good conference 
man , and an effective writer. A few of his contributions are inclosed with 
this letter . He he.s a geni al personal ity , is loyal to his affiliation and 
tho rough in his work. And withal , he has the public health consciousness , 
viewpoint and background which are essential to a practical program of 
heal th conservation. 

Very truly yours , 

w~ 
Assistant Surgeon General, 

Division of Personnel and ~ccounts . 
P . S . At the present time , Dr . Brown is on a trip for -the Public Health 
Service wnich will bri ng him to Chicago about February 23d . He expects 

CCP:n to remain there for three days , his Chicago address being Care of 'fr. 
H. R. Cr<l.vlford , Secretary , Y.~ . C.a ., 3763 South Wabesh Avenue . I hope 
you will be in Ci>icago at that time and can talk to Dr . Bro\m personally. 



Full name - Roscoe Conkling Brown 
Address - 1121 Girard St . ,M. w., Wasnington, n.c. 
Family History - Born Washington, n.c., October 14 , 1884. Age 4) 

Father: John R. Brown, age 7~. Well and active. 
Government clerk. 

Mother : Blanche Maguire Brown. Deceased. 
Brothers: Two l iving; one dead {irlant) 
Sisters : Two living; two dead. 
Grandparents: All dead. Maternal grandmother 

was nurse , Alexandria , Va. 
Immediate Famil y - Wife and two children: Bey , 8; girl , 6. 
Elementary education - Snowden Public School, Alexandria , Va. 
Secondary education - M Street (now Dunbar) High School , 

Washingtoni D. c. Received scholarship 
to Howard university Dental School. 

College education - Dental School, Howard University; grad­
uated 1,06. 

Professional work - Passed State Board of Dental Examiners: Dis­
trict of Columbia, 1906; Virginia, 1907. . 
Practiced in District of Col umbia one year , 1906- 07; in Vir­
ginia , 1907- 1915 . Instructor in Hygiene am.Sanitation a t Rich­
mond Hospital , 1907- 1915 . Traveled in 191} for experience. 
Entered publ ic health fie l d i n 1?15 on personal resources . 
1917- 18 , reorganized Department of Chemistry , Virginia Union 
University , Richmond, Va. 
Among graduates of my cl asses are Miss Mary E. Wi l liams , Tus­
kegee Health Center and a number of dentists and physicians. 
(Also a number of nurses in private and community employment) 
1118-1 , , in field service of the Office of the Surgeon Gener­
al 0£ the Army , promoting Commission on Training Camp activi­
ties in oamps on the Atlantic Seaboard and Alabamao 

United States Public Health Service - 1919-1 923 , Lecturer and 
Director of Colored Work, Division of Venereal Diseases , pro­
moting health work for colored population through an office 
and field personnel. Since 192 3, Lecturer (Reserve) an.,_ repre-

• sentative of the Public Health Service for the National Negro 
Health Week. Edited manuscripts and the "Keeping Fit" and 
"Youth and Life" exhibits for the colored groups. Now editor 
of the National Negro Heal th Week bull etin and poster and oth~ 
l i terature. 

Other Activities -
National Medical Association: Chairman of General Healt h 
Committee. (1 923- 1928 was Executive Secretary ofN. M. A. ) 
North Carolina Mutual Life ln51Uance Company, Welfare Di­
vision, 1924- 1928 . Active in life extension service. Won 
Gold Meda~ Award , Sesquicentennial Expositi on, Philadel­
phia, 1126, for Health Conservation Exhibit. 
National Negro Health Week - Chairman and executive. 

References - Personal : Rev. Walter H. Brooks , WashingLon, D. C. ; 
Dr. R.R.Moton, Tuskegee Institute , Ala. Educational: Dr. 
J. S.Clark, President , Virginia Uni on University, Richmond, 
Va. 4 Eugene A. Clark, Assistant Superintendent of Public 
Schools, Washington, D. c . Medical: Surgeon General H. S. 
Cum.ming, u . s . Public Health Service, Washington, n.c. ; 
Dr. M. O.Dumas, Howard Uni versity, Wa shington, D. C. 
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WH~N SHOULD MAN DI3 ? 

An occasional s tw.y of Man and His Span 

of Life, with reference to Topic No . 9: 

Death-rates by chief causes of death in 

the United States over a period of time . 

The present trend of the death- rate over 

forty years of age . 
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New York City 
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WHEN SHOULD UAN DI~ ? 

An Occasional Stuiy of IJan and His Span of Life. 

"!Ille developments of statistics are causing history to be rewritten . 

Till r ecently, the historian studied nations in the aggregate, a.nd gave us 

only the st.cry of princes , dynasties , sieges and battles . Of the people them­

selves - the great social body, with life , growth, forces, elements, and laws 

of its own - he to l d us nothing. Now statistical inquiry leads him into hovels, 

homes, workshops, mines , fields, prisons , hospitals and other places where human 

nature displays its weakness and its strength. In these explorations he dis­

covers the seeds of national growth a.nd decey, and thus becomes the prophet of 

his generation. 

"~e chief instrument of American statistics is the census ********"**"' 

{vm.ich is} indispensable to modern statesmanship. " - James A. Garfield (ll 

Vi tal statistics is mt made of 11yawn.11 stuff, figures end on end a.rd. 

frustrating fonnulas, though the happenings of the world do have a basis in 

mathematical law • . Certain definite processes are necessary in seeking and ana­

lyzing data , but the tedium of these procedures - if indeed they do not fasci­

nate the explorer - has its compensation in the unfolding of human interest and 

the staging of life stories wnen data are translated i nto causes am meanings . 

The student of critical statistical analysis will find many alluring opportuni­

ties in 1he y et unconquered diseases of man. 'Bia layman will see in the pop-a­

lar presentation of statistical findings,ana~tnchor- windward confidence they 

give, comprehensible reasons for the things which are going on about him. {2) (3) 

!rhe Rise and Fall of lian ' s llortal Enemies . 

lt is noted that the death-rate for tuberculosi s has fallen since the 

year 1900 from the f irst of the leading causes of death with 202 deaths per 
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100,000 to 76 per 100, 000 in the yoar 1929, whereas heart disease, cancer, pneu­

monia, nephritis and cerebral hemorrhage, by tortuous, upward courses have be­

come the first to the fifth of the leading causes of death respectively . If ac­

cidents , which now rank sixth, are inc luded, tuberculosis is now seventh of the 

grim harvesters. (Pigs . I, II and Ill} 

ihis decline of tuberculosis is not peculiar to America; the trend down­

ward is marked in all civilized countries . There is a close correlation of en­

vironmental f a ctors in this conquest of tuberculosis, as the experience of Aus­

tria, Germany , .2ngland and .!ales particularly emphasize . But it is to the "fad­

ing map" of our country that we now direct attention, for litera lly and figura­

tively tuberculosis which cast its foreboding shadow over the whol e land is van­

ishi ng under the searchlight of truth and the mighty power of conscientious co­

operation. ( 7) 

Man, Machines - and Llal thus. 

The new era of public health , comi ng into its own at the beginning of the 

twentieth century, turned thumbs down on wha t r emained of devastating communica­

ble diseases. Tuberculosis, the Great Vniite Plague, may be taken as the symbol 

of the conquest , for, in all the history of public health achievement , there is 

• nothing like unto the great saving of lives and material resources of the well­

organized, intelligently conducted anti- tuberculosis campaign. Hygiene and sani­

tation, education and the elevation of the standard of living, better working 

places and wages , professional service and nursing care, treatment and preventive 

institutions, r est and recreational facilities were integrated am the steady 

fall of the trend line of communicable diseases , l ed by tuberculosis, marked the 

setting of an ominous star and the rising of a new constellation of hope. 

ttSutficient unto the dey is the evil thereof ." Would that we could thus 

philosophically dispose of the enemies of man t s heal th and life which are now 

in the ascendency . But in them is a real problem - the challenge of man ts right 
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to survive and increase his days , his comforts ani his joys in the very temple -

or prison? - \'ihich his initiative, adventure am efficiency have builded. If 

we go back to an epochal point of departure in the consideration of population 

problems , we find Thomas Robert L!althus , son of an English country gentleman, 

expounding 11An :isss~ on the Principle of Population" and standing militantly i n 

defense thereof "in the center of a t r emendous controver sy". ( 8) 

~e Malthusian argument may be summar ized in these words: First, Popu­

lation is necessarily limited by the means of subsis tence. Second, Population 

invariably increases where the means of subsistence increase, unless pr evented 

by some very po,'A:lr ful obvious checks. 'lhir d . !lllese checks , and the checks mich 

r epress the superior power of population, and keep its effects on a level with 

the means of subsistence, are all resolvable into moral restraint , vice am 

misery . "!the first of the propositions", Malthus said, "scarcely needs illus­

tration. The second and third will sufficiently be established by a review of 

the immediate checks to population in the past and present state of society". 

Malthus could not forecast the eventualities which the organized society 

of man was soon to experience. He did not see - perhaps he oould not see at 

that time the dawn of the mighty, magic industrial era, the substitution of 

machines for hands in many operations, the cultivation of food and raw mater ials 

by modern machinery, the release of hands mich once tilled the soil of farm 

la.ms to tend 1he lathes and looms of factories; the man- control of the probhm 

of population and subsis tence, the elevation of the standard of living - the ad­

vent of a veritable Utopia(?} . ~e ideas of Malthus were not altogether origi­

nal and they have been modified in the course of time, but he gave enlightenment 

on mos t of the present-day population problems and his wor k clearly stated a 

new point of view, from and about which radiate all cogent discussions of man ' s 

destined numbers and circumstance. (9) 

And , now, an industrialized, urbanized people, disillusioned by the dross 
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attached to the glittering coins of a new currency, are compelled to f ace four­

square the every- day problem of food, r ailllent and shelter, the adjustment to 

environment, and the ~e-<ild struggle for survival. Yet, man will not go back 

to Malthusian days . He has the f ac ts of his past and present, faith in his 

future, snd the desire and detennination to live. He will not surrender; he 

will find a way out . 

!i!l.e Best Study of lts.n is Man 

11\'lb.at is man that thou art mindful of' him?" \~t is this measure of 

man we call his life- span? ls it the t h ree score and ten years, or by reason 

of strength, eie,ity, of S criptural promise? Or the more generous dispensation 

of an hundred and twenty? Or does Jacques in Shakespeare ' s "As You Like It" 

aptly describe "the seven ages of man"? {10) This fascinating graphic presenta­

tion has not the exactitude of good statistics, but it does orient in a compre­

hensible manner the crucial age period of middle life When, in th is modern d~ 

of stress and strain, man must face the greatest perils of his life in the pro­

cession from •~ining school boy****creeping like snail unwillingly to school11 

.to "lean and slippered pantaloon" . ( 11) 

Conjecture and idealization, however, will not serve a definite pur­

pose here am. we must return again to statistics, the handmaiden of public 

health , the sine qua non of public healih procedures . i'Jhat do the facts relate 

of man's status quo and his proneness to be gathered untimely to his f athers? 

A crowd of witnesses , scientists and s ociologists, add their testimony, a.rd some, 

a modus operandi for amelioration. I shall spare you "the figures end on erxi 

anl. the frustrating formulas" and proceed with the testimony. 

The Tree am Its Fruit 

Matthew, the disciple, said "A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit; 

nei iher can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit" . !ale modern biologist and 
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sanitarian divi~e on this estimate of the influence of heredity upon man ' s sur-

vival and well-being, not so much as to categorical differences as to relative 

differences, though extremists wage verbal combat which reoalls the controversy 

over the old biological conundrum of the barnyard, 11\'.hich came first, the chicken 

or the egg?". 1 agree with the cautious old gemtleman v.ho observed that there 

was much tD be said on both sides of a certain argument . 

Certainly man i s the creature of 'Ml.at he comes from and vmat he lives by . 

So, Vi\3 look at both of these f actors which seem to be constantly casting dies, 

as it were, for man ' s life, and, like Huxley, try to rid our views ot bias: 

"There is no alleviation to the sufferings of mankind except veracity of 

thought and of action, and 1he resolute facing of the v~rld as it is men the 

garment of make- believe with whici:l pious hands have hidden its uglier features 

has been stripped off" . ( 12) 

The Pruit and Its Fault . (13) 

Two f actors influence life, for better or for worse - the one is the 

hereditary endo1'mient; the other, environment . ~e former is selective, the 

latter, non-selective, though the sequelae of environmental diseases , for 

example, focal infect ions of childhood diseases, may pley a part in the so­

called degenerative diseases, notably nephritis, heart disease, and various 

disorders of the nervous systEl!l . 

~e great losses of life in other times were from the contagious and 

infectious diseases and the great savings from modern public health measures 

have been in deaths from these causes: tuberculosis, typhoid, smallpox, scar­

let fever, diphtheria, and cholera. On the other hand, there has been little 

improvement in the death-rate of organic diseases, i dentified more closely 

with diathesis or predispositi on. Other gai ns will be made in yet uncontrolled 

communicable diseases, but the reign of constitutional disorders does not show 

the same probability of early capitulation to the campaign of preventive medi­

cine. 
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Wlatever the facts are regarding the proneness to death from comnu.ni­

cable diseases, the factor of individual liability to constitutional disorders 

is significant in those naladies not caused by bacterial or protozoan infect­

ions. It is debatable but likely true that germinal diseases as a whole are 

less discriminating as selective agents than the constitution.al disorders which 

are largely generated, as it were, from within. (14) 

The expectation of l ife, synonymous with the mean duration of life, is 

an average, the division of the total yea.rs lived by the number of persons liv­

ing at the age from which the expectancy of life is desired. I n this discussion, 

we are reckoning with the total expectancy, or that from the birth to the death 

of the population. Fort..inately for some, unfortunately for uany, this average 

is not an individual life-span; the variables extend from the cradle to the 

grave. One• s life expectancy, then, is a probability. Those who live longer 

enjoy as much more in proportion to their number as those who fall short enjoy 

less of life. (15) 

?~n is Generic 

I have repeatedly mentioned man, but I am not unmindful that generic roan 

has· sex and age. Women and children, therefore, play their several parts in the 

determination of the life-span. Except for the "heaviest childbearing" period, 

between twenty and thirty years of age, the death-rate of nales exceeds that of 

females; and where there is an excess for feae.les, the highest recorded in this 

country is .74 per 1 , 000 at age twenty-seven. (16) So, generally, death deals 

more gently with the female of the species - the weaker(?) sex - tba.n with the 

ma.le. However, puerperal or childbirth causes, concomitants of travail and ttthe 

replenishment of the earth" yet take heavy toll. Maternal mortality IIllst have 

soon, in wisdom and in justice, the at tention and service now, belatedly, beiM 

given another 11 sba.me of America", infant mortality. :Birth control - to nany the 

specter and 11arbinger of race suicide - will soon reduce productive fertility 
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to domestic chOice and custom, in confirmation of an English report w11ich says: 

"Generally speaking, it appears that if the mean interval between births is less 

than two and a balf to three yea.rs, mortality is increased to such an extent that 

the loss implied more than counterbalances the advantage of shorter exposure to 

risk". (17) 

The consequences of won:an1 s "man' s pa.rt 11 in comnerce and 

industr.r will be - or should be - amenable to the same program of the better 

working conditions and wages proposed for ma.le workers. The by- products of 

11 the new freedom11 , the revision of social standards to effect parity between 

the sexes cannot be evaluated yet . Much depends, in tariff parlance, upon 

whether ma.le standards are revised upward or female standards downward. 

Child mortality bas yielded its strallgl.ehold as the direct result of 

practical health measures: The better care children are receiving, especially 

in sanitation and infant feeding; tne decline in fertility, the number of 

children born to a large number of mothers; the improvement of the medical care 

of children; and the generally more comfortable circumstances in which more 

people are able to live. (18) Tne gains rrade in childhood mortality are even 

more significant when we consider the sequelae of many childhood infections r e­

flected in the mortality of the degenerative diseases of middle and later life. 

For England and Wales, between 1841 and 1920, the saving of lives in the first 

five yea.rs of life (31.6) was almost seven times as great as the saving per 

1 ,000 persons (4. 6) in the succeeding age groups up to fifty- five yea.rs. 

Other Tolk 

Our thoughts , perhaps, have been largely of urban life, but it must not 

be forgotten that men, women and children are ubiquitous - that farms , though 

often decadent , yet mve their agricul tura.l residdnts, and wide western plains, 
·, 

though Sllrfei ted with their own yield, yet have agrarian devotees of the open 
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spaces, :But their problems "back home" a.re not so far removed from normal con­

ditions for survival in their "native babi tat11 as when they are swept by the 

vast commercial and industrial vacuum into the walks and ways of city folk. And 

how they have swarmed! America.•s rural population of over ninety-five per cent, 

in 1830, is in the year 1931 less than half the total population, vast as ru.ra.l 

territorJ is in proportion to that which is urbanized. (19) (20) 

So,when we reckon with urban problems, we include a great crowd of folk 

who once lived close to the land. There mu.st be a turning point soon. And with 

the continued improve~ent of roads, better times, full- time county health offi­

cers and adequately equipped and personneled health departments, educational and 

recreational facilities, and the de-urbanizing of many city doctors, because of 

more favorable conditions of living and working and more certain rewards for 

their contribution of service to the welfare of the community, there will come to 

the cowitry man the weal of science and service without the woe of urban dwelling. 

A.t le.a.st, so let us hope. Reverse migration - back to the land - would make 

gentleman farmers more prosperous and bappy and dirt farmers more happy and pros­

perous , if ru.ral places could be ma.de as pleasant and profitable in practice as 

they are in poetry. 

IIAJn I my brother• s keeper?II For the same reasons given for not extending 

discussion into certain related problems, I do not dwell upon racial factors . 

The "inherent, fwidamental and inescapable difr•erencesn bugaboo has given place 

to a frank, open-minded, and intelligent acceptance of the generally sound princi­

ple of the brotherhood of man and the reciprocal relationships essential to com­

munity, state, and national welfare. A.ilments and ameliorations, animosities and 

amenities mu.st not make flesn of one and stone of the other. One major princi-

ple should guide: the greatest good for the greatest number; one n:ajor control 

should operate: 11We nay express our freedom as individuals only within the limi­

tations that the existence of the state is assured11 • (21) Hence, any program 
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designed for the welfare of the people should ma.lee consci011s and adequate pro­

vision for all races and kinds. Of course, there will be problems and diffi­

culties in correcting tl9.ladjustrr.ents and effecting readjustments, but the proper 

political , social and economic denominators should have no color or caste and 

should resolve nproblemsn and ttprogramsu into one problem and one program. Thus 

the approach is simplified and the essential good will a.nd sympathetic coopera­

tion are inestirrably enhanced. (22) 

This does not lightly dismiss the 11high frequencies 11 which obtain for 

some groups from certain causes of dee.th,but we are not now concerned with dif­

ferential mortality of these categories, but rather with total mortality. and, 

prirrarily, with the possible remediable agencies and not the delineation of 

disease incidence per se. 

W-nat Men Live :By 

There a.re certain general truths which may be called public heal th 

axioms : "Public heal th is purcba.sa.ble11 ; 11Infant mortality is a good index of 

the status of P\f0lic health in a. given con:n:runityu; 11You. cannot raise a healthy 

family in an unhealthy home"; are among those bearing on the important considera­

tion of economic status and health. 

Certain acceptable statistical studies rave demonstrated beyond doubt 

the intimate relationship between the size of income and mortality, a.nd the 

frequent precursor of death, morbidity. There is a constant inverse ratio be­

tween income and mortality for all social classes, with reference to employment 

status and the standard of living. (23) Density of population is only a relative 

cause of mortality . I t is because greater density of population is generally a 

sign of crowding, where living conditions are bad, and in which low wages, poor 

food , and inadequate sanitation complete a vicious cycle. (24) 

In a study of eight cities, the ratio of infant mortality to income of 

fathers veried from 166.9 deaths per 1,000 live births for incomes less than 
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$450 to 59 .1 per 1 , 000 for incomes of $1,250 and over. The size of the income 

affects the care that can be given children even more than the size of the family. 

The composition of the population in urban and ru.ral coumu.nities and the condi­

tions of employment and living probably account for the large difference between 

urban and ru.ral communities. (25) (26) 

The ind.ust rial worker or wage earner has a higher mortality than his pro­

fessional brotner, who with the exception of tne doctor and the barrister, has 

a favorable experience. A long list of 11exposures 11 account for this unenviable 

lot of those who ntread the mill ll of industry. Their number is legion, rela­

tively, as numerous as the strains and stresses, the ranges of temperature, 

the varieties of dusts and poisons, the hazards of accidents, and the often 

incessant nerve shocks of clanging machinery. And if the standard of living 

at home is below par, the toiler does not secure the rest, nutrition, and recre­

ation essential to his reouperation. This combination is too mu.ch for the con­

stant day-by-day grind and the human machine, sometimes ere the ne.n-md.e machine 

which he attends, breaks down in prenature disability and death. The difference 

of seven years between t he life expectancy of the wage earner of our country 

at the age of twenty years and that of men not engaged in industry is a challenge 

to America's favored status among the nations of the world and to her na.tiona.1 

genius which has sometirees delayed but never denied a rightful and righteous 

purpose. It should be said in fairness to those who employ industrial labor 

that all of this difference is not due to industry itself, beca.uoo economic 

status, nationality, and the general level of intelligence all influence the 

expectancy of life, though occupation plays the 1 ea.ding role. (27) sanitation, 

shop organization, improved processes and working conditions, better wage sched­

ules, education of the workers in safety-first methods, industrial clinics, all 

parts of a new industrial hygiene, can effectually meet this cba.llenge. 
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Conscious Control : I ntelligent Cooperation 

Slowly - all too slowly - we are making a scientific approach to the 

whole problem of human welfare and life expectancy. It is yet tru.e, as Dr, 

Robert E· Chaddock describes it, that we are not pushing the life-span be­

yond the frontiers which have marked for a long time man• s unavailing stand 

against the enemies of his further advance. 

Health demonstrations, such as those conducted at Framingham, 1.:assa­

chusetts, by the Metropolitan Life Insurance Com-oa.ny, at :Fargo, North I'e.kota., 

by the Comnonweal th ]'1.nd, and others being carried on by the Julius Rosenwald 

]Und, the Rockerfeller Foundation, the Milbank Memorial Tund, other private 

agencies and some governmental agencies, with statistical checks and controls, 

indicate very clearly the possibilities of rational approach and constructive 

action. (28) Scientific method, long recognized as a valuable device for the 

intelligent measurement of "pigs and pig-lron11 , is now finding ever-increasing 

·utility as a measure of people. 

Why so much to do about the middle-age man? Certainly, infancy and 

old age are interesting antipodes of life, one the genesis, the other the 

grandeur of a generation; but the fulcrum of life is the middle-span; there 

the conquests and counsels center, and thence flow the power and the prestige 

of city, state, or nation. Without a productive and enlightened middle-age 

population, poverty and mediocrity blight a whole people. 

T'ne One-Hoss Shay (29) 

Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes, lea.med physician, scientist, teacher, 

humanist, and poet, must bave been reflecting seriously upon the lot of xmn 

when he wrote The Deacon• s }!.asterpiece, 

11****· *****the wonderful one-hoss shay, 
That was built in such a logical way, 
It ran a. hundred years to a day11 • 



Then something happened, and 

" ***** it went to pieces all at once -
All at once and nothing first -
Just as bubbles do when they burst. 11 
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The deacon did not understand that :ma.chines do not go to pieces "all at once 

and nothing firstn. It is the constant wear and tear tmt, by attrition, dam­

ages first the "98,rt and then destroys the whole. 

The Recipe for Survival 

]l't)rtunately for man, in this combat with the enemies of his middle life, 

he is largely arbiter of his own fate. Most of the catast rophic records of 

contagio:m.s and infectious diseases are now treasured tro ohies in the museum of 

the mute evidences of ma.n1 s dominion over his environment. Economic and social 

adjustments are encouragingly gaining headway. If nan would attend well his 

ha.bits of health and fl servicell his own ma.chine as faithfully as he does the 

mechanical auxiliaries of his living - by regular periodic health examinations 

and, when indicated, appropriate medical care - he might stay the final curtain 

of the drama., whicn now falls at the semi- centennial. of what might be his cen­

tenary. 

Moderation is a shibboleth which needs to be written large in ma.n' s 

lexicon of life, for it is the ever- increasing stress and strain which prema­

turely snaps the tense life-chord. can man - will he - learn and live; or will 

he continue to violate, procrastinate , and ~erish? I think he will learn, per­

haps for a long time yet in the school of painful experience; but he will more 

and more take careful accowit of his vital assets and liabilities and provide 

the surplus necessary to continue his life bus~ness beyond the dead- line of 

preventable disability and premature death. He will thus enjoy new years, new 

hopes, new achievements , new joys - satisfactions, all , of a well spent life. 

This is not easy, but nthe i:a,ra.gon of anin:als 11 , the genus homo sa.piens, (?) should 

be equal to the task, mindful of the responsibilities, and worth.7 of the rewards. 
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It is a consUllll7lation devoutly to be wished for ani , \'4'18. t is more essential , to be 

worked for - constantly , consistently, intelligently, constructively. 

I:1' my "scientific approach" to this problem seems to be modulated with the 

"saving grace of sweet sentiment", l trust l may be pardoned for being susceptible 

to the germ of human kindness. .!Ille modern scientist and economist are agreed that 

the translation of scientific formulas into terms of human welfare does not impair 

the technique of their procedures or contravene the ethics of their professions . 

The idealist must keep his feet on terra firr.1a and the pragmatist must lift his 

eyes to the hills if all vould be well in the i ntricate schemes of hUJDan endeavor 

and the essential conservation of human resources. 

In a comnunity of inter est and cooperative endeavor lies the way out of the 

siege maintained by man ' s enemies against the further extension of his span of 

life. 11' "quo vadis l '.' is the challenge, "vade mecum" is the ans,ver . !Jhus the 

pilgrimage to the promised land of a generous life-span shall have a fine company 

of loorned minds and noble souls. 

WH~ SHOUID MA11 DIR ? 

Prophecy 1s al,vays perilous unless one is sure of his grounds or can make 

the time for the fulfilment of his prophecy postdate his demise. But there is an 

estimate \\hich has merit in both its author am the process of its deduction. If 

tne knowledge of preventive medicine ani sanitary science now available and demon­

strable had been uniformly :md adequately operative in the year 1926 for the 

United States Registration .Area, the total life expectancy at birth, which was 

p7 . 74 years for all persons , would have been 64. 75 years , or about sixty-five 

years . And - presto 1 - the life expectancy at the threshold of manhood and 

womanhood would have been seventy years. '41at a curious confirmation of the 

Biblical allotment of three-score-years-and- ten 1 (30) 

~is mathematical result was secured by estimating all the savings Which 

might have been made in the several categories of death \'b.ere mortality seemed 
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to be relatiTit l.y excessive. We may not accept the absolute figure , but we C:lnnOt 

deny the validity of the process of its detennination . '.1e cannot gainsey the 

obvi ous conclusion that ma.~ sho~ld not die as early as he does die. Precious 

an:l useful as l ife may be, the promise of even a relatively small increase shoul d 

be sufficient incentive for roan to t r~ tor its rtt~imont . 

I.:a.nwas made to live - in the larger sense of the ter m - before he dies . 

He has been a long time awakening to this swi,le hypothesis of a desirable and 

possiblo uchieve~ent; but wisdom comes at last and the fullness of days beckons 

at the crest ot the hill. 

-----·····-----
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