
Name Shannon, Charles Eugene 

Position 

{1914) 

1958 
1959 

Negro D 
White Southerner Ii] 

Special Field Fine Arts 
Group Pai nting 

College Emory University, 1950-52; Cleveland School of Art, 1902-56. 

University 

Piao of Work : 

1958 I wish to paint a living document of the South and its people -
especially the Negro. I would approach this project by traveling throughout 
the South that I may make careful study and closer contacts with these people. 

1959 To continue above, and also to try to develop an Arts Center in Mont-
gomery, Alabama. 

Action of Fellowship Committee: 

Granted $1,500. Renewed for $1,200 for 1959. 



Scholarships at Cleveland School of Art for three years. Upon graduation 
received Agnes Gund award for study in Mexico. 

Instructor, Montgomery Museum of Fine Arts, 1936-37. 

Exhibits: Cleveland Museum of Art, 1935-36, honorable mention (highest award) 
in figure composition, 1936; Ashtabula, Ohio, Public Library, 1936, accompanied 
by lecture on art appreciation; one-man show at Montgomery Museum of Fine Arts, 1937; 
Alabama Art League, 1937; Southern States Art League, Atlanta , 1937; Cleveland 
School of Art, 1938, one man show at Seligman Galleries, New York, 1938 . . 

Completed several canvases since his appointment , some l andscapes and some of the 
Negro and his environment . Many water colors and dr awings of l andscapes, Negroes , 
and whites . Canvas , "Boy with Book" sent to Carnegie I nternational Exhi bit in 
Pittsburgh; painti ng, "The Lover" , won third prize at Gol den Gate Exposi tion 
international show and is one of 50 paintings sel ected to tour Canada. 
Worked actively i n promoting the New South, an art center with broad inter pr eta­
tion. See November, 1939, r eport to trustees for full er details. 9/ 25/39 

9/25/40 Mr . Shannon pai nted steadily during his t wo fellowships . Attempted to 
"r educe the mystery of the title I artist I to a minimum" in the southern community. 
The New South (art center) has closed through a complexity of factors, but Mr . Shannon 
feels it served a very definite and useful purpose (see full report in file) . 
l ..,7 ., ~.__,r-<f ( ..P- ) r~£ t..e- ) 



SHANNON, CHARLES EUGENE PROFESSIONAL CAREER 

Awarded tsoo pri ze f or entry, "Lover" which won t hird pri ze in e.xhibi t at the 
Golden Gate Exposi t i on i n San Francisco, 1939 . 

Exhibited, by invitation, at Golden Gate Exposi tion (above) Carnegie Int er nati onal 
at Pittsburg (1939) American Show at Ferargil Galleries , New· York, (1959) ; Ameri can 
Show at the Museum, Clearuater, Florida (1940) American Show at Museum, St. Louis , 
(1940) American Show at Museum, Cleveland, (1940) American Show at Whitney Museum, 
New York, 1940; Alabama Art League Show, Montgomery, (1940) . 

Hopes to have enough paintings f or one-man show in New York early in 1941. 

In the spring of 1941 Mr. Shannon went to West Georgia College to serve for three 
months as adviser in art. He is working on a mural for the college while there . 

3/20/42 Still at West Georgia 

5/29/42 Drafted . Will be i nduct ed in June, 1942. 

8/17/43 In summer of 1943 Mr. Shannon sent by Army to New Caledonia on painting 
assignment. Funds later withdrawn for this purpose, and Shannon assigned 

to army service. 



1944: In Army. At present , doing layouts and illustr ations for a series of 
booklets for soldiers . Painted mural in hospital at Ft. Belvoir, Va. 

in 1942. In 1943 assigned to South Pacific as artist correspondent . 
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1938 JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND Age ;t.( 

Candidate Ch,;.rl t.:~ Eu..;ene Sn&nn.on 
C. 3 7 

~ £lhident, Clov-eland School or Art (until Februr.r;y l) 

Special Field Pa iot:!.ng 

a:.7 8'luth Court Stroet, !:lont t,to?RGl"f, Jil abai:ia 
Plan of Work 

I wifh ~o p&int n l i~ing ~o~a~ent af the O'>'Utn e.nd i t~ ~eople - e~psc!el.ly 
t.he !'f1:,gi·o. I would avpr-oaoh thia project by trt:i.uling t}u-ought':lut th<1 touth thtJ.t I 
.may i&ak$ Cli.re.ful t iudy &nd clQL\e.r c.,nt,.,ct c, ••1th thei;o pf.lopleii 

Digest of Application 

Boro June, 1914., ta.i:>nt go1.mey, Alaba~. Singlo. 

E\:m--,.; Ou.1ver1ity, l~~e:c. "the CleV<jiend School of Art, lstiZ .... ~6 . 

&,.j:'01·i'6r.c i&1 f\l<aso-4 Studlo-.at At.la.-.tn., aµµronti eo, num.'11er,; l9~i - S51 C/)m.ta!::s1i,n.; 
po,:trait eoiRdsg'1◊u, Ne-.. York City, 1H5, (!!50J $ix p!}rtrait eo;:i~1tflione, l9i&-$7, 

: t l :?S e&chJ ?il1m'tg'®lt r-J tlur-0u..1"1 s>f 111ne .Art~, nr t int.tructor, 19~ --57 1 iiso ~ m., nthJ 
pri vttt~ z~udil), Montg~t'lli'l"Y, tl>O r• IA-~nth. 

F.xhib;1:t~• Chwea~d t..fu..-i.OUt'il of Art, H~is- 56, h :,nornb'l& menti~n, .A:sh tf:bul&, 
~ Ohio, Public l'aibr,..,"7, l 9ti8; M'ont;Jmaeey Mu~eUl:l of tine lu'ts, l9~7J .&labem• Art t oague 

t=.<hi bit, 19~7; £0\1.therr. S t ~ t f'Ul Art LtH\£'U~ 1:XhibH., Atl.an.te., 10c'7J Clt?vel 11ond Sehool 
of Art, curt"ont, at re:,uei t of t obool. • 

Echol ~r &hip1n Cl~velsnd i ebool or .Art, (5900J Agnet'l <lund &1\'ard, f200, tr11vol 
in ~.:d.e.o. 

ft {t.. f !(References Budgec Summary 

Mr. tlency Hunt Clerk, Clevoland f.ehool ot trt Total amount needed tl, SOO 

From applicant 

From Fund 

Committee Notes Granted 

Documents submitted Digest 
Photograph x 
Exhibit material x 
Transcripts 

FEB 1 I "' Q Sent to Committee I 
~ " \) 

Plan of work x Documents returned 



J V, 

1939 JULIUS: ROSENWALD FUND 
( Jm:l~ .AL) 

candidate Charles 4\lt.;®e b"harmon Special Field 

Plan or work 

I pl.An t1:r cont~ue tbo y.,or-1' I · ha.-o-e done eur1ng t..he pact yoa.x- - l i vil'IS 
in '4 r.1r&l OO!&ltmi t.y n.rr.ang N~groee - etudyiug them and their prg'ble!'l\a, ... 
µaintine: them. 1 also pltl.."l to 1ion t inuo trying to develop un Ax-to Center in 
l.tontg<>llery { c1s outlined in >-ey pltm of -r .. orkh and to t.r11vol in order to ms.1n­
t~1n a fi-aoh ~erip~ctiw on tho lond and people most Ul)Ortant to me . 

Digest or AP~lication 

Born J't111~, l9l4, tlontgomery-• A.lebua. 

Apprentice, $,re.neon ntudiee, Atl4nt.e., ttu'!!r.21u·:t 1032- 53, oo::miaei oni 
port.rait 0011Miouion, liew Yor k Ci t;, , 19~5, $250; ea portrait eommioai ona. 
l95!i- 5'7, $l.t5 OtlCh; art inst ructor , Montgouie:ry ;Juo,nm ot .Pi ne JJ.Tt.t, 19~6- 7 • 
$50 ,or mont b.J pri vate st.u4io, tiont.go:ne:ry, e60 per- -,ionth. 

Exh.1W.t 8t Clev,elru,.d \JUsewi of Art, 1955-56, honQrablc montionJ 
A~h.ta'bul.1l., Ohi o, PubllQ Li br n.ry , 19~6; llfontgoinery Uuott\W. or F'i.n• Art s, 19~7; 
1.1.nbOl!!a ti.rt Lad6U6 Exhibit, 19~7 ; South~rn s~.ates Art Lo~ue f)chtb1t, 1,\ Qllta, 
1957f Ol&v<l.lnnd 8ch?ol of Art, 1958,. 

Scholo:reh.i paa Cleveland lcbool or An, $900; Aartos Gund award., $200, 
travel 1~ ~$x1co. Roson1"4ld fellowship, lOt8-59, ~1500. 

Rerer ences 

Documents submitted 
Photograph 
Exhibit material 
Transcripts 

Plan or work 

Budget summary 

Total amount needed ,..;, lWO 

From appli can t 

From Fund 

Granted 

Digest 

Sent to Commi ttee 

Documents returned 
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