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⊲⊲ Advocate for the Gateway 
Program, the nation’s most 
critical infrastructure project. 
RPA will work to build a broad 
base of support and ensure 
the designs will allow for 
through-running Crosstown 
service to connect to 
Queens and beyond. 

⊲⊲ Manage New York City 
traffic and fund transit 
by advocating for a 
comprehensive congestion 
pricing program and cost- 
savings reforms at the MTA.

⊲⊲ Expand and protect 
affordable housing 
throughout the region.

⊲⊲ Investigate how to reform 
NYCHA and return New 
York City public housing  
to a state of good repair 
and source of pride for all 
New Yorkers. 

⊲⊲ Build support for the cre-
ation of a regional coastal 
commission and dedicated 
funding for coastal adapta-
tion planning and projects. 

⊲⊲ Build local support for a 
new national park in the 
New Jersey Meadowlands—
the biggest wetlands in 
the region—to protect 
surrounding communities 
and infrastructure from sea-
level rise, and to educate 
visitors about the effects of 
climate change.

Serena Es (Flickr)MIT CAU + ZUS + UrbanistenAmtrak

Regional Plan Association is a nonprofit civic organization dedicated to improving 
the economic health, resilience and quality of life of the New York metropolitan 
region. We conduct research on transportation, land use, housing, good governance 
and the environment. We advise cities, communities and public agencies. And we 
advocate for change that will contribute to the prosperity of all residents.

What We Do

Our Goals for the Year Ahead



FY 2018 Achievements
We released RPA’s Fourth Regional Plan to 
widespread acclaim, covered by scores of outlets 
across the region. The launch event at the New 
School was attended by over 700 people and 
viewed online by thousands more. 
RPA also released 10 in-depth reports created in support of the fourth  
plan, including a landmark study outlining what drives up the cost of  
building rail projects. 

RPA’s proposal for a Regional Coastal Commission to manage and fund 
resilience projects was endorsed by the Newsday editorial board, as well as 
by former New Jersey Governor Christine Todd Whitman and current Suffolk 
County Executive Steve Bellone in the New York Daily News. 

We exhibited visions of our region’s future created by leading designers  
as part of the 4C competition at a public gallery in the Rockaways and  
PS1 in Queens. 

New Jersey Governor Phil Murphy endorsed the fourth plan at the Assembly, 
and also this year announced that the state would follow several of the 
plan's recommendations including: rejoining the Regional Greenhouse Gas 
Initiative, increasing funding for transit, and providing local funding for the 
Gateway Program.

New York City Transit’s Fast Forward plan follows many of the fourth plan's 
recommendations about subways and buses. RPA with our civic partners 
hosted a big public roll-out for Fast Forward garnering public and editorial 
board support. 

Thanks to sustained and consistent advocacy by RPA and our partners, 
the mitigation measures issued by the MTA and NYC Department of 
Transportation for the L train shutdown are following many of RPA's 
recommendations.

The MTA board approved the Long Island Rail Road’s Third Track, a project 
long advocated by RPA, and a key component of the fourth plan’s proposal 
for an integrated regional rail network. 

RPA trained 16 local government officials from Connecticut to build their 
communities' capacity to advance sustainable economic development. 

RPA created a regional network of hospitals and universities to leverage the 
power of anchor institutions to improve health and economic development in 
communities that have the greatest need.

RPA released research showing how increasing density could create more 
affordable housing in resource-rich neighborhoods, as the New York State 
legislature debated legislation that would enable this. 

As the use of shared vehicles reduces the need for parking at commuter rail 
stations, an RPA study found that surface lots within walking distance of 
stations could be the site of more than 250,000 new homes with schools, 
shopping, and parks that would create complete neighborhoods.



“We have to generate a sense of urgency and passion around our 
ideas for the future – starting with the 61 recommendations in the 
Fourth Regional Plan. And, of course, we need to do more than talk 
about these ideas – we need to implement them.”

—	 Hon. Hillary Clinton, former U.S. Senator from New York, 
Secretary of State, and first woman presidential nominee from  
a major party 

“Gateway will prove to  
ourselves and the world  
that we can do big things.” 

—	 Anthony Coscia, 
Chairman, Amtrak 
Board of Directors, and 
recipient of the 2018 
John Zuccotti Award

“We are all-in on getting the Gateway Program funded. 
We are keenly aware of the connection between reliable 
rail service and our regional economic prospects. Quite 
frankly, businesses aren’t going to invest in areas where 
their workforce isn’t going to be able to make it to work.”

—	 Hon. Phil Murphy, Governor, New Jersey

“People say are you on the mayor’s team 
or the governor’s team. I tell you whose 
team I’m on – I’m on the customers’ team.”

—	 Andy Byford, President,  
MTA New York City Transit 

This year’s  
Assembly was our  
biggest gathering ever.  
We focused on the big  
ideas from the fourth plan  
that can’t wait including 
congestion pricing, building 
Gateway, forming a Regional 
Coastal Commission, transforming 
the Meadowlands into a national 
park, and creating more housing to 
address the region’s severe shortage. 



See the Fourth Regional Plan 
online at fourthplan.org

The Fourth  
Regional Plan 
Making the Region  
Work for All of Us

Once a generation, the Regional Plan Association writes 
the long-term strategic plan for the New York - New Jersey 
- Connecticut metropolitan area, proposing broad policies 
and specific projects to improve the built environment and 
improve quality of life.

RPA’s first three regional plans—issued in 1929, 1968 and 
1996—were the initial force behind major region-shaping 
initiatives, including the location of the George Washington 
Bridge, the creation of the Gateway National Recreation 
Area, the construction of the Second Avenue Subway, the 
pedestrianization of Times Square and the transformation 
of Governors Island into a park.

In November 2017, RPA released the Fourth Regional Plan 
to improve prosperity, resilience, health and opportunity 
in the metropolitan area. From those four core values the 
plan’s key recommendations emerged: reforming public 
institutions, investing in transportation, addressing the 
housing affordability crisis and making our communities 
more resilient.

The Fourth Regional Plan was the product of five years 
of research and public engagement, with a wide range 
of stakeholders participating in the planning effort—from 
community members and civic organizations, to business 
groups and public officials. 



Support
Contributions

$250,000 and above
Bloomberg Philanthropies

Ford Foundation

$100,000 – $249,999
American Express*

Amtrak

Anonymous

The Durst Family*

General Contractors 
Association of New York*

Greater Jamaica 
Development 
Corporation*

Mark Gorton

New York Community  
Trust

Princeton University

Hudson Yards-
Related/Oxford*

RXR Realty*

SL Green Realty*

Two Trees Management 
Company*

$50,000 – $99,999
Blackstone*

Cushman & Wakefield*

Edison Properties*

Fund for the City 
of New York

JPMorgan Chase*

Grounded Solutions Network

Mack-Cali Realty 
Corporation*

New York City Council

Richard Oram / Fund 
for the Environment 
and Urban Life*

PricewaterhouseCoopers*

Prudential Financial*

Sage Foundation*

$25,000 – $49,999
American Airlines*

Anonymous

ARUP*

Elizabeth Belfer*

Brookfield Office 
Properties*

Capalino+Company*

Citi*

ConEdison*

Convene*

Deepwater Wind*

Deloitte*

Deutsche Bank*

Emigrant Bank

Fairfield County’s 
Community Foundation

Fisher Brothers*

George & Amy Klette 
Newman Foundation 
/ Amy Klette Newman 
Foundation*

Goldman Sachs*

HDR Engineering*

HNTB*

Interpublic*

Jacobs Engineering*

Lotus*

M&T Bank*

McKinsey & Company

Jan Nicholson*

NRG Energy*

PNC Bank

PSEG*

PSEG Long Island*	

Sidewalk Labs*

Siemens *

STV*

Suffolk Construction*

Taconic Investment 
Partners*

The Fund for New Jersey

The Rockefeller Foundation

TIAA*

Tonio Burgos & Associates*

Uber*

Vornado*

Wells Fargo

Windels, Marx, Lane 
& Mittendorf 

WSP*

$10,000 – $24,999
Anonymous

Barclays*

Marcia and Doug Bateson*

Stephen Beckwith*

Robert Billingsley*

Eugenie Birch*

CallisonRTKL 

Canoe Brook Investors

Jun Choi*

Columbia University

Michael Critelli* 

Thomas Patrick Dore Jr / 
David Polk Wardwell*

Duane Morris

F.M. Kirby Foundation 

Barbara Fife*

Fried, Frank, Harris, 
Shriver & Jacobson

Hatch*

Peter Herman

Herrick Feinstein*

Dylan Hixon*

David and Susanna 
Huntington*

Howard Hughes

Matthew Kissner / Wiley*

Kohn Pedersen Fox 
Associates*

Langan*

Lincoln Institute of 
Land Policy

Long Island Community 
Foundation

New Jersey Institute 
of Technology/State 
of New Jersey

Northwood Investors

Omnispective

Port Authority NY & NJ

Practice for Architecture 
and Urbanism*

Rechler Equity*

Rentlogic

Gary Rose*

Sam Schwartz Engineering*

Skanska

Perella Weinberg Partners

Marilyn Jordan Taylor*

United Airlines*

Jane Veron and 
Andrew Feldstein*

$5,000 – $9,999
AKRF

Ashford Properties

Covanta

Emmett Daly

FXCollaborative

Hackensack 
Meredian Health

Tom Harvey

HR&A

Hugo Neu Corporation

Hyde and Watson 
Foundation

J.M. Kaplan Fund

Joshua Landes

Matrix Developers

National Grid

New York Waterway

Jack Orchulli

July 1, 2017 to June 30, 2018

Patron Program: * Chairman's Circle  * President's Circle  * Leadership Circle  * Builders' Circle

Support



Thank You
RPA is deeply grateful to all of our supporters, whose 
generosity makes our work to create a more equitable 
and sustainable tri-state metropolitan region possible. 
To learn more about how you can support RPA's ground-
breaking research and advocacy and the special bene-
fits of giving, please go to rpa.org/donate.

Sandy and Virginia 
Osborne

Patterson, Belknap, 
Webb & Tyler

Perkins Eastman

Perkins+Will

Robert AM Stern Architects

The Rockefeller Group

RiverOak Investment

Robinson & Cole

Stantec 

Techno Consult

Verizon

VHB

Williams Companies Inc

WXY Studio

$1,000 – $4,999
Jo Ivey Boufford

James Brinkerhoff

Cacace Tusch Santagata

Peter David Cavaluzzi

Colgate Palmolive

Dewberry

Craig Drill

Celeste Frye

Timur Galen

Gensler

Rachel Haot

Marian Heiskell/
Sulzberger Foundation

David Hoffman

JP Morgan Securities

Anaita Kasad 

Kuchma Corporation

Sabrina Kanner 

Sanjay Mody

Northstar Strategies

Mark O’Luck

Open Space Institute 

The Rose Companies

Wendy Rowden

Lynne Sagalyn 

Schumann Fund for 
New Jersey

Segal Corp

Shawangunk Community 
Foundation

Claude Shostal 

Susan Solomon and 
Paul Goldberger 

Robert Stromsted

Luther Tai

TD Bank

Thornton Tomasetti

T-Rex Capital Group 

Karen Wagner

Government
Village of Great Neck 

Plaza, New York

Suffolk County, New York

Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority

NJ Transit

Township of Verona

Operating Revenue FY2018W

Foundations $1,106,175

Corporations $3,050,280

Individuals $751,533

Government $172,267

Interest/Miscellaneous $1,089

Total Operating Revenue $5,081,344

Endowment Revenue

Peter Herman Chair $25,332

Dividends and Capital Gains $99,083

Total Endowment Revenue $124,415

Total Revenue $5,205,759

Operating Expenses

Research $3,738,248

Public Affairs $694,249

Management and General $256,941

Fundraising $570,552

Total Operating Expenses $5,259,990

Net Deficit -$54,231

Total Assets $5,086,985

Total Liabilities $334,944

Total Net Assets $4,752,041

Financials

FY2018
Operating
Revenue

22% 
Foundations 

60%
Corporations

Government 
3% 

Individuals
15%
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Executive Committee

New York
One Whitehall Street, 16th Floor
New York, NY 10004
212.253.2727

New Jersey
179 Nassau Street, 3rd floor
Princeton, NJ 08542
609.228.7080

Connecticut
Two Landmark Square, Suite 108
Stamford, CT 06901
203.356.0390

 www.rpa.org

 facebook.com/regionalplan

 @regionalplan

Charles Avolio
Giacomo Barbieri 
Stephen R. Beckwith
Eugenie Birch
Robert Blumenthal
Mark Blumkin
Anthony Borelli
Jo Ivey Boufford
James J. Brinkerhoff
Tonio Burgos
Michael J. Cacace
Co-Chair, Connecticut Committee

Vishaan Chakrabarti
Kevin Chavers
Frank S. Cicero*
Frank Cohen
Kevin S. Corbett*
Anthony R. Coscia
Michael J. Critelli
Co-Chair, Connecticut Committee

Jose Luis Cruz
Christopher J. Daggett*
Mike DeMarco
Steven Denning
Thomas Patrick Dore Jr.
Eva Durst
Luke E. Fichthorn*
Winston Fisher
James Fitzgerald
Hon. James J. Florio
Co-Chair, New Jersey Committee

Doreen M. Frasca
Jonathan L. Goldstick
Maxine Griffith
Christopher Hahn
Rachel Haot
Richard J. Haray

Suzanne Heidelberger
Peter W. Herman
Chairman Emeritus

Dylan Hixon
Kerry Hughes
Adam Isles*
Kenneth T. Jackson
Sabrina Kanner
Anaita Kasad
Gregory A. Kelly
Kyle Kimball
Tom Klin
Mitchell A. Korbey
Ben Korman
John Z. Kukral*
Christopher LaTuso
Mark Marcucci
Andrew Mathias
Douglas McCoach
Jan Nicholson
Richard L. Oram
Kevin J. Pearson
Clint Plummer
Jason Post
Thomas Prendergast
Milton Puryear
Hon. Richard Ravitch
Gregg Rechler
Michael J. Regan
Todd Richman
Gary D. Rose
Janette Sadik-Khan
Co-Chair, Communications 
Committee
Lynne B. Sagalyn
Co-Chair, New York Committee 

Elliot G. Sander

John Santora
Samuel I. Schwartz
Peggy Shepard
Tokumbo Shobowale
Anthony Shorris
H. Claude Shostal
Ryan Simonetti
Jennifer Skyler
Monica Slater Stokes
Susan L. Solomon
Robert Steel
Robert Stromsted
Michael J. Sweeney
Kent Swig
Sharon C. Taylor*
Reuben Teague
Travis Terry
Richard T. Thigpen
Hon. Darryl Towns
Jane Veron
Philippe Visser
Kevin Willens
Randy Wissel*
Robert D. Yaro

Directors Emeriti
Edward J. Blakely
Barbara J. Fife
Marc Joseph
Charles J. Maikish
Luther Tai

Secretary
Juliette Michaelson

Board of Directors

* Term expired in FY 2018 

Chairman 
Scott Rechler

Vice Chair 
Douglas Durst

President & CEO
Thomas K. Wright 

Treasurer 
Matthew S. Kissner

Rohit T. Aggarwala
Chair, Fourth Regional Plan

David Armour
Marcia Bateson
Chair, Advancement Committee

Robert L. Billingsley
Co-Chair, New York Committee

Hon. Jun Choi
Timur F. Galen
David Huntington
Counsel

Paul Josephson
Co-Chair, New Jersey Committee

Hope Knight

Judith Lagano
Jill Lerner
Trent Lethco
Seth Pinsky
Denise M. Richardson
Marc Ricks 
Co-Chair, Communications 
Committee

Robert K. Steel
Marilyn J. Taylor
Chair, Nominating & 
Governance Committee


