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Achievements
U.S. Vice President Joe Biden rallied the region's 
leaders to invest in infrastructure more aggressively in 
his keynote speech at RPA's annual Assembly. 

The first phase of the Second Avenue Subway 
opened to the public. The project was one of the key 
recommendations of the Third Regional Plan.

Scott Rechler, Chairman and CEO of RXR Realty, was 
elected chairman of RPA's board of directors. 

4C, a special initiative launched by RPA, sparked new 
design ideas to help our region adapt to a growing 
population, changing climate and new technologies. 

At the request of Gov. Andrew Cuomo, RPA proposed 
concrete ways to minimize the impacts of the 
"Summer of Hell" repairs on suburban commuters. 

Plans for prioritizing transit and pedestrian 
improvements in the East Midtown rezoning 
materialized, thanks to RPA advocacy. 

RPA released innovative research detailing the impact 
of community planning and design on public health 
and life expectancy. 

A groundbreaking RPA report titled Under Water 
documented the impacts of one, three and six feet 
of sea-level rise on the region’s communities and 
infrastructure. 

The pressure of gentrification and displacement in the 
region was documented through data and residents' 
voices in an RPA report entitled Pushed Out.

RPA created a new online toolkit to guide citizen 
planners who want to use planning and design tools to 
improve their communities.

RPA informed community leaders and elected officials 
about how to preserve affordable housing through the 
ongoing process to rezone East Harlem.



Regional Plan Association is a nonprofit civic organization dedicated to improving 
the economic health, resilience and quality of life of the New York metropolitan 
region. We conduct research on transportation, land use, housing, good governance 
and the environment. We advise cities, communities and public agencies. And we 
advocate for change that will contribute to the prosperity of all residents.

What we do

Our goals for  
the year ahead

⊲⊲ Propose a plan for systematically and 
rapidly modernizing the New York City 
subway system

⊲⊲ Advocate for dramatically expanding 
transit capacity across the Hudson River

⊲⊲ Recommend ways to reduce the cost of 
building rail infrastructure

⊲⊲ Call for reforming the way the 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority 
and the Port Authority of New York and 
New Jersey are governed and funded

⊲⊲ Lay out a dual strategy of building  
more housing – including more 
affordable housing – and protecting 
existing residents from displacement

⊲⊲ Help local elected officials better 
understand housing policy and develop 
strategies for overcoming local 
opposition to affordable housing

⊲⊲ Advocate for the establishment of 
a regional coastal commission to 
coordinate and fund the implementation 
of climate adaptation plans – all while 
continuing to work with communities on 
specific short-term resilience measures

⊲⊲ Propose turning the New Jersey 
Meadowlands into a national park 
to both mitigate climate change and 
demonstrate its impacts

⊲⊲ Launch a campaign with government, 
land trusts, trails groups and others 
to develop a tri-state trail network for 
biking, hiking and walkingAnnual Report
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Among our 2017 speakers...Former U.S. Vice President Joe Biden was awarded 
the John Zuccotti Award at this year's Assembly. In his 
keynote speech, he exhorted the civic and business 
leaders in attendance to be more vocal about the need 
for modern infrastructure in the tri-state area. Biden was 
one of many prominent speakers at the Assembly who 
sounded the alarm about the state of the region's infra-
structure and the institutions charged with overseeing it. 
The Assembly also showcased research and emerging 
recommendations for RPA's Fourth Regional Plan, to be 
released in the fall of 2017.

Hon. Joe Biden
Vice President 

of the United States 
(2009-2017)

Hon. Toni Harp
Mayor

New Haven

Victor Calise
Commissioner 

NYC Mayor’s Office for 
People with Disabilities

Charles W. Moorman
President & CEO

Amtrak

Robin Chase
Co-Founder & Former CEO

Zipcar

Hon. Ydanis Rodriguez
Council Member, 10th District

New York City Council

Hon. Robert Gordon
State Senator

New Jersey Legislature

Jessica Robinson
Director

City Solutions at Ford 
Smart Mobility

Juanita James
President & CEO

Fairfield County’s 
Community Foundation

RPA Chairman's and President's Circle Patrons were invited to a private 
dinner with Vice President Biden the evening before the Assembly.
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The Fourth  
Regional Plan 
Making the Region  
Work for All of Us

Over the last generation, the New York metropolitan 
region has flourished. Job growth has climbed steadily; 
people are choosing to move here; safety, public health 
and quality of life have improved. The region has been 
able to capitalize on global trends that favor places with 
large concentrations of highly educated workers and 
walkable, transit-oriented communities. 

Yet our success is fragile. There are too many people 
who haven’t shared in this prosperity, and the afford-
ability crisis has reached dramatic proportions. Years of 
neglecting our infrastructure have led to daily disrup-
tions on our transit system, troubles looming in our train 
tunnels, outdated airports and unrelenting traffic. Five 
years after Superstorm Sandy, we remain unprepared 
for the next big storm and rising sea levels. And above 
all, our governing institutions are failing to make the 
hard choices necessary to address these most intracta-
ble problems.

These challenges are not tomorrow’s problems. They 
are here today. The continued success of our region 
depends on our ability to meet these challenges head-
on. The New York-New Jersey-Connecticut metropol-
itan area must become a place that fulfills its promise 
of equal opportunity; a coastal region that shows the 
rest of the world how to adapt and prosper in an age 
of rising seas and temperatures; and a global hub that 
harnesses its immense resources and innovative talent 
to make this fast-paced, expensive metropolis an easier, 
healthier and more affordable place to live and work.

Learn more at fourthplan.org

This fall, Regional Plan Association will 
release a long-range, strategic plan for the 
tri-state area, the fourth in the history of 
the region. The plan will identify strategies 
to broaden prosperity and invest in 
communities; build modern infrastructure 
that boosts economic competitiveness; 
reduce inequities that lead to poor health 
and limit opportunity; and adopt innovative 
solutions to adapt to a changing climate. It 
includes ideas to be adopted today as well 
as a vision for the next 20 years. The plan is 
anchored around four overarching actions:

Fix the institutions that are failing us

Create a dynamic, customer-
oriented transportation system

Rise to the challenge 
of climate change

Make the region 
affordable for everyone



Support
Contributions

$1,000,000
Ford Foundation

$200,000 – $500,000
The Durst Family *
Lincoln Institute of Land Policy
Robert Wood Johnson 

Foundation
The Rockefeller Foundation

$100,000 – $199,999
Doris Duke Charitable 

Foundation
Edison Properties *
General Contractors 

Association of New York *
Greater Jamaica Development 

Corporation *
Hudson Yards -  

Related / Oxford *
RXR Realty *
SL Green Realty *

$50,000 – $99,999
American Airlines *
American Express *
JPMorgan Chase *
M&T Bank *
Norwalk Redevelopment 

Agency
Richard Oram / Fund for the 

Environment and Urban Life *
PricewaterhouseCoopers *
Prudential Financial *
Two Trees Management 

Company

$25,000 – $49,999
AECOM *
Amtrak
ARCADIS *
ARUP *
Robert Billingsley *
Bloomberg Associates *
Brookfield Office Properties *
CH2M *

Citi *
Deloitte *
Deutsche Bank *
Emigrant Bank
F. M. Kirby Foundation
George Washington University
Google
Goldman Sachs *
Greater New York 

Hospital Association
HDR Engineering *
Herrick Feinstein *
HNTB *
IPG *
Joelson Foundation
Jan Nicholson *
NRG Energy *
PNC Bank *
PSE&G *
Ralph E. Ogden Foundation
Rauch Foundation
Sidewalk Labs *
Siemens Corporation *
Robert Steel
Taconic Investment Partners *
TIAA Global Asset 

Management *
TransitCenter
Vornado *
Wells Fargo *
WSP | Parsons Brinckerhoff *

$10,000 – $24,999
A&A Foundation *
Hilary Ballon *°
Marcia & Douglas Bateson *
Stephen Beckwith *
Eugenie Birch *
China Construction of America *
Jun Choi *
Frank Cicero *
Columbia University *
Michael Critelli / Dossia 

Service Corporation *
Delta Air Lines

Thomas Patrick Dore Jr. / 
Davis Polk & Wardwell *

Duane Morris *
Fairfield County's 

Community Foundation
Luke Fichthorn *
Doreen Frasca / Frasca 

& Associates *
The Hampshire Foundation
David & Susanna Huntington *
Matthew Kissner / Wiley *
MetLife Foundation
The Nature Conservancy
Northwood Investors
Omnispective 
Open Space Institute
Vishaan Chakrabarti / 

Practice for Architecture 
and Urbanism *

Re-Think NYC
Rechler Equity *
Gary Rose *
Sam Schwartz Engineering *
SPUR
Swig Equities *
Marilyn Taylor *
Tonio Burgos & Associates *
United Airlines *
Verizon 
Jane Veron / Forward 

Vision Foundation *
Volvo Research and 

Education Foundations
Williams Companies

$1,000 – $9,999
Ashforth Company
Association for Neighborhood 

Housing and Development
Richard Bagger
Berlin Rosen
Jo Ivey Boufford
Quentin Brathwaite
James Brinkerhoff
Jeffrey Bruce
Buro Happold

Michael Cacace
Colgate-Palmolive 
Covanta 
Emmett Daly
Fernando Ferrer
Global Strategy Group
FXFowle Architects
Gensler Architecture
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation
Peter Gertler
Hatch
Marian Heiskell
Paul Herzan
HR&A
Adam Isles
Kenneth Jackson
Jonathan Rose Companies
Paula Kirby
Kuchma Corporation
LaGuardia Gateway Partners
Maraziti, Falcon & Healey
Peter Miscovich
Sanjay Mody
National Grid
New York Waterway/ 

Arcorp Properties
NorthStar Strategies
The Northeast Maglev
NYS Laborers Union
Patterson, Belknap, 

Webb & Tyler
Perkins Eastman Architects
Rauch Foundation
RiverOak Investment 
Robert A. M. Stern Architects
Robinson & Cole
Rockefeller Group
Elizabeth Rogers
Wendy Rowden
Lynne Sagalyn
Elliot Sander
Schumann Fund for New Jersey
Segal Company
H. Claude Shostal

July 1, 2016 to June 30, 2017

Patron Program: * Chairman's Circle  * President's Circle  * Leadership Circle  * Builders' Circle      ° Deceased

The board and staff of Regional Plan Association  
thank all our supporters.



Susan Solomon
Stantec 
George Stonbely
Robert Stromsted
Urban Engineers
Value Research Group 
Windels, Marx, Lane 

& Mittendorf
Wynnefield Capital
Robert Yaro

$999 and below
Alan Bell
BFJ Planning
Peter Bienstock / 

Shawangunk Foundation
Nicholas Dagen Bloom
Thomas Boast
Fred Brody
Hooper Brooks
Bumpzoid
Connecticut Economic 

Resource Center
Linda Cox
Stephen Downes
Samuel Fleenor
Emil Frankel
Greenbaum, Rowe, 

Smith & Davis

Owen Gutfreund
Deborah Hoffman
Geraldine Kunstadter
Philip Langdon
Susan Lederman
Joseph Lentol
Jack Linn
Edward McGuire
Wilhelm Merck
Melanie Meyers
New Jersey Housing and 

Mortgage Finance Agency
Newark Regional 

Business Partnership
Philip Pitruzzello
Placeworks
Michael Plofker
Milton Puryear
Ingrid Reed
Lawrence Stelter
Debra Tantleff
Sheldon Teicher
Upper Manhattan 

Empowerment Zone
Peter Waldt
Woodbridge Redevelopment 

Agency

Government

County of Ulster, New York
National Park Service
New Jersey Highlands Council
NJTransit
Port Authority of New 

York and New Jersey
Suffolk County
Town of Babylon
Township of Woolwich
Village of Great Neck Plaza

Endowment

Richard Kaplan Chair 
for Regional Design
The J. M. Kaplan Fund
The Richard Ravitch Foundation

Peter W. Herman Chair 
for Transportation 
Studies
Donald Brant
Thomas Harvey
Peter W. Herman
William Maloney
H. Claude Shostal
Thomas K. Wright

Operating Revenue FY2017

Foundations $922,232

Corporations $1,900,336

Individuals $378,605

Government $185,000

Interest/Miscellaneous $1,326

Total Operating Revenue $3,387,499

Endowment Revenue

General Endowment $15,000

Peter Herman Chair $32,500

Dividends and Capital Gains $510,000

Total Endowment Revenue $178,759

Total Revenue $4,123,758

Operating Expenses

Research $3,846,034

Public Affairs $551,851

Management and General $645,267

Fundraising $328,443

Total Operating Expenses $5,371,595

Net Income - $1,247,837*

Total Assets $5,087,448

Total Liabilities $282,510

Total Net Assets $4,804,938

Financials

FY2017
Operating
Revenue

28% 
Foundations 

56%
Corporations

Government 
5% 

Individuals
11%

* Net negative in 2017 reflects RPA's investment in the  
once-in-a-generation effort to publish the Fourth Regional Plan.
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Executive Committee

New York
One Whitehall Street, 16th Floor
New York, NY 10004
212.253.2727

New Jersey
179 Nassau Street, 3rd floor
Princeton, NJ 08542
609.228.7080

Connecticut
Two Landmark Square, Suite 108
Stamford, CT 06901
203.356.0390

 www.rpa.org

 facebook.com/regionalplan

 @regionalplan  #4thPlan

Hilary M. Ballon°
Giacomo Barbieri
Stephen R. Beckwith
Eugenie Birch
Robert Blumenthal
Anthony Borelli
Mark Blumkin
James J. Brinkerhoff
Jo Ivey Boufford
Tonio Burgos
Michael J. Cacace
Co-Chair, Connecticut Committee

Vishaan Chakrabarti
Manju Chandrasekhar*
Jun Choi
Frank S. Cicero
Hon. Anthony R. Coscia
Michael J. Critelli
Co-Chair, Connecticut Committee

Christopher J. Daggett
Co-Chair, Energy & 
Environment Committee

Thomas Patrick Dore Jr.
Eva Lauren Durst
Thomas P. Fehn*
Hon. Fernando Ferrer
Co-Chair, Community Planning 
& Design Committee

Luke E. Fichthorn IV
Barbara J. Fife
James E. Fitzgerald
Hon. James J. Florio
Co-Chair, New Jersey Committee

Doreen M. Frasca
Co-Chair, Transportation 
Committee

Jonathan L. Goldstick

Maxine Griffith
Co-Chair, Community Planning 
& Design Committee

Richard J. Haray
Suzanne Heidelberger
Dylan Hixon
Kerry Hughes
Adam Isles
Kenneth T. Jackson
Sabrina Kanner
Anaita Kasad
Marcia V. Keizs*
Gregory A. Kelly
Robert Knapp*
Mitchell A. Korbey
John Z. Kukral
Judith Lagano
Christopher LaTuso
Jill Lerner
Trent Lethco
Christopher D. Levendos*
Mark Marcucci
Andrew Mathias
Douglas McCoach
Debra McDowell*
Peter Miscovich*
Tom Morgan*
Jan Nicholson
Richard L. Oram
Patricia Ornst*
Kevin J. Pearson
Milton Puryear
Co-Chair, Energy & 
Environment Committee

Hon. Richard Ravitch

Gregg Rechler
Michael J. Regan
Erin Reuss-Hannafin*
Todd Richman
Gary D. Rose
Janette Sadik-Khan
Lynne B. Sagalyn
Co-Chair, New York Committee

Elliot G. Sander
Thomas Santiago*
Samuel I. Schwartz
Peggy Shepard
H. Claude Shostal
Hon. James Simpson
Monica Slater Stokes
Susan L. Solomon
Carter Strickland*
Robert Stromsted
Michael J. Sweeney
Kent Swig
Sharon C. Taylor
Richard T. Thigpen
Darryl Towns
Jane Veron
Randy Wissel
Robert D. Yaro

Directors Emeriti
Edward J. Blakely
Jerome W. Gottesman°
Marc Joseph
Charles J. Maikish
Luther Tai

Secretary
Rossana Ivanova

Board of Directors

* Term expired in 2017  ° Deceased 

Chairman
Scott Rechler

Vice Chair
Douglas Durst

President & CEO
Thomas K. Wright 

Treasurer
Matthew S. Kissner

Rohit T. Aggarwala
Chair, Fourth Regional Plan

David Armour
Marcia Bateson
Chair, Advancement Committee

Robert L. Billingsley
Co-Chair, New York Committee

Kevin Chavers
Kevin S. Corbett
Co-Chair, Transportation 
Committee

Timur F. Galen
Peter W. Herman
Chairman Emeritus and Counsel 
(through January 2017)

David S. Huntington
Counsel (as of January 2017)

Paul Josephson
Co-Chair, New Jersey Committee

Hope Knight
Seth Pinsky
Denise M. Richardson
Chair, Nominating & Governance 
Committee (through January 2017)

Marc Ricks
Robert K. Steel
Marilyn J. Taylor
Chair, Nominating & Governance 
Committee (as of January 2017)


