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The Dynamic Consequences of Working 
Remotely: Emmanuel and Harrington (2021)



Chinitz: Contrasts in Agglomeration: New York 
and Pittsburgh
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The Consumer City and the Battle for Talent: 
Attract Smart People and Get Out of the Way



The Urban Triad

The Physical City by rultoGovernment battling the Demons of Density 

The Economic Magic of Human Interaction by חדוה שנדרוביץ 





FRED Graph

https://fred.stlouisfed.org/graph/?g=11Tm4






Declining Productivity in Construction
(joint with D’Amico, Gyourko, Kerr and Ponzetto)



NYU Transit Costs Database 
“For the 19 projects in the 
database that are in the United 
States, the average cost was 
$1,601 million per mile, compared 
with a non-U.S. global average of 
$478 million. The median U.S. 
project was $965 million per mile, 
compared with a non-U.S. median 
of $299 million. The database also 
contains information on the share 
of the rail system that is 
underground. When we restrict 
our analysis to the 255 projects 
that are 100% in tunnels, the 
median cost of the 11 U.S. 
projects is $1,379 million per mile, 
compared with a non-U.S. global 
median of $341 million.”
Glaeser and Poterba (2021). 



Cost: Climbing and stagnant prices
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Customization: unique buses limit economies of scale 
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Well-run countries don’t overregulate their 
procuring entities 
• The World Bank Procurement Survey measures procurement 

processes, laws, outcomes and processes across the world by 
asking about a hypothetical road.   

• Four more or less true implications of our model:
• # 1:  Regulatory Laws that reduce PE discretion reduce bribery → you can 

always move along the IPF and trade corruption for waste.   
•  # 2: Practices are better than laws when accountability is high and worse 

when accountability is low.  
• # 3:  Process and product improve – regardless of the laws – in more 

accountable countries.  
• # 4:  Regulation is good in low accountability countries and bad in high 

accountability countries.  



In procurement the tradeoff is waste vs. corruption
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