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All of the data in this report are based on building 
permits issued. These figures generally reflect quite 
accurately the number of units actually built. 

Residential construction in the Tri-State New 
York Metropolitan Region was substantially greater 
in both 1961 and 1962 than in any of the years of 
the past decade (Table I). Apartment construction 
accounts for all of the increase. Over the six-year 
period that NEW HoMES has been published, con
struction of one-family houses has remained stable, 
between 40,000 and 50,000 units a year, but multi
family units have increased steadily each year, from 
27,690 in I 957 to 89,620 in 1962 (Chart 1). 

Factors Underlying Residential Construction 
Over a short term, many factors can inf-luence resi
dential construction. Both the volume and type of 
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Total and Multi-Family Dwelling Units 
Authorized for Construction in 
the Region, 1957-1962 

140--------------------

120 

100 

80 

C: 

60 

C: 

---- 40 

� 
C: 

::::, 

bl) 20 
C: 

0 D 

1957 1958 1959 1960 1961 1962 

June 1963 Bulletin 101 

housing may be affected by changes in employment 
and income, by control of credit, by the rate of demo
litions, even by the weather. The recent revision of 
New York City's zoning has caused a rush of activity 
by builders who wanted to take advantage of the 
less restrictive provisions of the old ordinance. To a 
large extent, this accounts for the doubling of the 
annual rate of building permits issued for housing in 
New York City in the past two years compared with 
the previous four. 

In the long run, however, in a prosperous Region, 
the composition of the population determines the 
total number of housing units. Almost anyone who 
wishes can find a housing unit for himself and his 
immediate family. So the size and number of family 
units determines the general demand for housing. 

Table 1 

Dwelling Units Authorized for 
Construction in the Region, 1953-1962 

1953 
1954 
1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 
1959 
1960 
1961 
1962 

Total 

95,000'' 
111,000'' 
113,000* 

92,000'' 
76,490 
89,650 

102,380 
103,230 
133,200 
134,990 

Single Family 

48,800 
45,550 
51,080 
43,860 
43,810 
45,370 

Multi-Family 

27,690 
44,100 
51,300 
59,370 
89,390 
89,620 

* New Homes began in 1957. These figures are RPA estimates based 
on U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics data. 

Table 2 

Total Population and Dwelling Units 
in the Region, 1950 and 1960 
( in thousands ) 

1950 1960 % change 

Population 13,951 16,139 15.7 

Dwelling Units 4,287 5,375 25.4 
Single Family 1,298 2,042 57.3 
Multi-Family 2,989 3,333 11.5 


















