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HIGHLIGHTS 

On a typical business day in 1956, 3.3 million persons 
entered the lower half of Manhattan south of 61st Street. 
This was a ten per cent, 375,000-person decrease in the 
daily volume of in-bound travelers since 1948. The drop 
reversed a continuously upward trend going back at least 
to 1924. 

The drop in hub travel between 1948 and 1956 had 
these characteristics: 

• While over half a million (546,000) fewer people
entered the hub by subway, railroad, trolley, bus and
ferry, 171,000 more persons came in via automobile,
taxi and truck.

• The decline was more severe during the nonrush
hours than it was during the 7-10 a.m. period. An esti
mated 229,000 fewer persons entered during the hours
when shoppers and other intermittent travelers pre
dominate. This was a 12 per cent drop since 1948.
On the other hand, 146,000 fewer persons entered
during the three-hour morning rush when persons
heading for jobs predominate. This represented a 9
per cent drop since 1948.

• The long-term shift from public transit to automo
biles and taxis picked up speed between 194,8 and

1956. While the passenger load carried by automo
biles and taxis had hovered between 15 and 16 per 
cent of the total between 1932 and 1948, it rapidly 
rose to 22 per cent in the eight years from 1948 to 
1956. But despite this rise the big burden of trans
portation movements into the hub continued to be 
borne by subways, other rail lines and buses. 

• The accelerating shift to automobiles and taxis
brought the total number of vehicles crowding into
the hub to a new high of 519,000 per day. This was
137,000 more autos, taxis, trucks, and buses than
entered in 1948. (An unknown number of these are
vehicles that pass directly through the hub without
stopping.)

• The combined total of morning rush-period travelers
carried into the hub in 1956 in railroads (other than
subways) , buses, ferries, automobiles, trucks and
taxis was about the same as the combined total for
these carriers in 1948. But there was a 142-000-person
decline in the number of persons coming in by sub
way during this three0hour period.
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The data presented and analyzed in this study were obtained from actual 
counts and estimates of persons and vehicles passing specified points on all 
road, rail and ferryboat entrances into the portion of Manhattan Island south 
of 61st Street. The figures cover a 24-hour period for a typical Thursday in 
October, 1956. 

There are two limitations to the data presented here, First, since the count 
is only of the number of persons and vehicles entering the central district, the 
study does not separate those who travel through to destinations beyond Man
hattan. 

Second, the data cannot be used to determine the real points of origin for 
daily travelers. Persons who cross the cordon line at 61st Street can come not 
only from northern Manhattan, t.he Bronx, Westchester, Putnam, Dutchess and 
Fairfield counties but also via the George Washington Bridge from Rockland, 
Orange and Bergen counties and via the Triborough Bridge from Queens, 
Nassau and Suffolk counties. 
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