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For many years there has been talk of industrial cdecentralization. Many 
specific instances have been cited in the New York Metropolitan Region of old 
plants moving from in,city sites to dispersed areas, and of new plants choosing 
outlying locations. It has never been demonstrated, however, whether these are 
isolated examples or represent a trend capable in the long run of generating a 
new urban pattern. 

The location of industry eventually influences the location of workers' places 
of residence and hence of retail- activities and the community facilities requireJ 
for daily living. It also influences the location: of traffic arteries for worker 
travel and for industrial trucking. It, therefore, is of maJor importance that 
trends in industrial location be studied. 

Current statistics on the location of industrial employment are not an (;11' 

tirely satisfactoty index of industry's thinking as to desirable location. Ever 
since the war the factory space prohlem has been as difficult in many respects 
as the residential housing problem. Many new or enlarged industrial enterprises 
have had to utilize old factory buildings that were vacant rather than new fac·
tory buildings built in �he most favorable locations. _ 

· 

A more dependable guide is the location of the 2658 new plants built in 
the five post,war years, since their owners were free to construct them wherever 
they thought best, free from the influence of the national dispersal policy 
which had not yet become a major factor. 

Accordingly, the Regional Plan Association undertook a survey to deter, 
mine where industry- has been making capital investment in new industrial 
facilities. Through the cooperation of the New Jersey and New York State 
Departments of Labor, the Connecticut State Development Commission and 
the New York City Department of Builc.lings, information was obtained on all 
factory plans approved from 1946 through 195'0. (Virtually all these plans 
resulted in actual construction.) 

The analysis of the information presented in this bulletin suggests that the 
present pattern of industrial -location is being altered and indicates the manner 
in which it is changing. This information will be useful to person" estimating 
how much industrial- decentralization the region is likely to have in the years 
ahead, and what effect this dispersal may have on the location of homes, ser, 
vices, community facilities, and transportation lines. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 

There is mounting evidence that 
the century-old pattern of working 
"downtown" and living elsewhere is 
fast changing, For, many kinds, of 
industrial activities are seeking and 
finding suburban location w'here 
hitherto only residential develop• 
ment was anticipated, 

New plant construction in the· 
period fr�m 1946 through 1950 was: 

11Responsible for adding a fotal of 
177 million dollars of value in 2658 
new buildings; 

l[Located mainly (84%) in local areas 
that contained little industry prior 
to 1946_; 

l[Greatest in value, in five New Jer
sey counties-Union (25 million dol
lars), Middlesex, Essex, Bergen and 
Hudson, with Union also leading in 
numbers of new plants, 277 out of 
the 2658; 

l[Concentrated heavily between 
Elizabeth and Paterson, west of the 
Hudson and east of the Watchu1w 
Mountains; 

11Located largely outside New York 
City (78% by number and 92% by 
value); 

11Limited to only 54 buildings in 
Manhattan (2% of the metropolitan 
total in numbers, 4% in value) 
thoug·h Kings and Queens counties 
combined· accounted for 456 plants 
with a dollar value of more than 23 
millions; 

11Strongly pulled toward the cen
ter of the region with half the new 
plants within a 15 mile radius and 
three-quarters within 20 miles of 
downtown Manhattan; 

11Uneven in emphasis from industry 
to industry, 31 million dollars out 
of the 177 million total were invest
ed in chemical plants, less than half 
a million in rubber and virtua.Jly 

--none in tobacco. 

Copyright 1952 by the Regional Plan Asso· 

ciatiun, Inc. This study initiated under the 

guidance of Frederick P. Clark, Consultant, 
was directed by Henry Fagin, Planning Di• 
rect r of the Assoc1at10n, assisted by Richard 

L. Brown and George A. Schiller.


















