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This bulletin presents the results of investigations by the Regional Plan 
Association to determine the amount, extent and trends of commuting, 
particularly by railroad, to central New York City. 

The findings, summarized in the column to the right, show that today 
there are only about 350,000 commuters (not the 500,000 to 1,500,000 as 
widely varying estimates have indicated), that commuting by railroad is less 
than it was twenty years ago, and that commuting by all means of transporta
tion is only 19 per cent higher than in 1930 (although suburban families have 
increased 50 per cent). 

An analysis of the findings leads to three principal conclusions: 

1. The substantial growth of business and industry in many of what have
heretofore been referred to as "bedroom" communities is gradually de
creasing the relative importance of the commuter as the economic main
stay of the suburban area.

2. There is little reason to expect an overall increase in railroad commuting
to the central business areas of New York City in the foreseeable future

\ and commuting by all means may increase little.

3. This does not mean, however, that the commuter transportation problem
is solved. If use of railroads for commuting is permitted to decline in
favor of motor vehicle commuting, traffic congestion in the Region's
central business areas and costs of relieving such congestion will 111crease
out of all proportion to the number of persons transported.
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HIGHLIGHTS 

The peak in suburban rail commut
ing to central New York City occuncd 
in 1929-1930. 
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The great increase in suburban pop
ulation from 1930-1950 did not pro
duce a concsponding increase in 
commuting. 
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Suburban rail commuters were fewer 
in 1950 than in 1930. 

J1age 3 

The total number of rail commuter 
trips for the year 1950 was 38 per 
cent less than for the year 1930. 
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Im:reascd bus and auto commuters 
from New Jersey only slightly more 
than offset the decline in rail and 
H & M Tube commuters. 
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There arc 20 per cent less com
muter.� per thousand suburban fami
lies today than there were twenty 
years ago. 
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Suburban employment in manufac
turing and wholesale trade is pro
portionately more importai!t than in 
1930. 
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The average lc;ngth of a rail com
muter's trip is 'about the same as it 
was 15 01· 20 years ago. 
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The average 1·ail commuter travels 
more than 11,000 miles per year. 
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