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Finding a place to park a car is America's No. 1 municipal headache. 
But a large number of communities in the Metropolitan Region are taking 

measures to reduce or eliminate that headache. This bulletin tells the story of 
actual accomplishment in 60 of these municipalities. 

The average person reading of the notable examples of off-street parking 
progress-San Francisco's underground garage, Washington's garage-office 
building and New York's huge garage at the Manhattan entrance of the new 
Brooklyn-Battery vehicular tunnel-gathers the impression that the off-street 
parking problem is being solved only in a few places and only by spectacular 
steps. 

Actually, progress here in the Region is widespread. Many places, both 
large and small, well-to-do and of modest means, have determined that their 
older business areas shall not be abandoned to obsolescence and decay. 

In most communities, including those reported in this bulletin, some parking 
areas have been set up by merchants, industries, theatres and other private 
establishments. However, this bulletin reports the progress that municipalities 
are making with off-street parking as a public responsibility-as an adjunct 
to the public street system. 

Off-street Parking Rapidly Increasing 

While a few pioneering communi
ties established municipal parking 
facilities as long as 20 or 2 5 years 
ago, it was not until about 193 8 that 
more general municipal interest and 
action became evident. Since 1945, 
however, each year has brought a 
greater increase both in number of 
fields and in new capacity. 

Six new public parking fields were 

established in 1945, 1 o in 1946, 2 1 in 
1947, 23 in 1948 and 43 in 1949. The 
corresponding figures for new park
ing capac_ity range from 468 in 1945
to 4,710 Ill 1949. 

The year 1950 promises to· be 
active: 29 new public off-street park
ing fields were established in the 
first three months; the nevv parking 
capacity established during the first 
quarter of 1950 is already larger than 
for any previous year. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 

Municipal off-street parking fa
cilities have been established in 
60 of the 84 municipalities of the 
New York Metropolitan Region 
checked by the RPA. 
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Since the end of the war these, 
communities have invested a 
total of $6,500,000 in municipal 
parking fields. Of this amount 
64 per cent was spent since 
January 1, 1949. 

During 1949, 43 new municipal 
parking fields were established 
and 29 more in the first three 
months of 1950. 

The average municipal parking 
field has spaces for 120 cars and 
cost $42,000. 

Of those established since the 
end of the war, the average 
capacity is 146 cars and repre
sents an investment of $75,600. 

Municipal off-street parking 
produces increased business, in
creased land values and added 
income to pay for itself. 
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Most municipal parking facili
ties were financed by general 
taxation, through bond issues 
and current budgets. 

The vast majority of municipal 
parking areas in the Region are 
free. Fewer than 20 per cent 
charge a fee. 
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This survey and study of municipal 
parking systems was made by Frederick 
P. Clark, Planning Director of the Associ
ation, assisted by W. E. Uptegrove. Maps
and charts are by G. A. Schiller.










