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T
HE 1?ovement of persons into. lower Manhattan during a typical business
day mcreased from 3,271,000 111 1940* to 3,765,000 m 1948. 

This is disclosed by a study based upon the traffic data provided through 
cooperation of the Port of New York Authority, various New York City 
agencies-Police, Public Works, Board of Transportation, Triborough Bridge 
and Tunnel Authority, private bus lines and railroads. 

Through the assistance of all these agencies it has been possible to collect 
and compile statistics of all passenger movements in vehicles on surface streets 
as well as in subways and on railroads and ferries into lower Manhattan (south 
of 61st Street) on a typical business clay in 1948. 

Together with similar statistics compiled previously by the Regional Plan 
Association for typical business clays in 1924, 1932 and 1940, it is possible to 
continue the study of significant trends. 

PASSENGER AND VEHICLE MOVEMENTS IN 1948 

Daily Movements 
Based on sample counts taken by the 

several cooperating agencies in April, 
May and July, 1948, it is estimated 
that a total of 3,765,000 persons and 
382,000 autos, buses and trucks en­
tered lower Manhattan ( south of 61st 
Street) on a 24-hour typical business 
day in 1948. 

Where From 
The largest movement of passengers 

into lower Manhattan, 1,628,000 and 
the largest proportion or 43 per cent, 
w:is from upper Manhattan, Bronx, 
\'{':estchester and beyond. Inclucl�d in 
.the movement from this sector were 
�bout 13,000 passenger -movements 
from New Jersey across the George 
Washington Bridge. The next largest 
movement to lower Manhattan, 1,151,-
000 or 31 per cent, was from Long 
Island via Brooklyn, while the third 
largest group, 612,000 or 16 per cent, 
was from Long Island via Queens. 

A LOT OF MOTOR VEHICLES 

The motor vehicles entering 
Manhattan south of 61st 
Street during a typical day in 
1948, if placed in one park­
ing field, would cover an area 
of approximately 2630 acres. 
This is equivalent to the 
ground floor area of all pri­
vate property in Manhattan 
south of 52nd Street t 

The fourth group, 333,000 persons 
or 9 per cent, was from New Jersey. 
The smallest i;roup, about 41,000 per­
sons or 1 per cent, was from Staten 
Island. It is estimated that another 
1,000 came from Staten Island into 
Manhattan via Bayonne but are 111-

cluded in the New Jersey sector. 
TABLE 1. 

PASSENGER MOVEMENTS INTO LOWER 

MANHATTAN ON A TYPICAL BUSINESS 

DAY IN 1948 

From: 

Upper Manhattan, Bronx, 
W·estchester and beyond 

Long Island 
via Brooklyn ............... . 

• via Queens ................... . 
· ew Jersey ...................... .. 
aten Island ................... . 

Persons 

1,628,000 

1,151,000 
612,000 
333,000 

41,000 

Per 
Cent 

43 

31 
16 

9 

1 

All Sectors 3,765,000 100 

How Passengers Entered 
By far the largest passenger move­

ments into lower Manhattan, 2,389,-
000 persons, and greatest proportion, 
M per cent, was by rapid transit. The 
movement via the Hudson and M,tn -
hattan Tubes, considered as a rapid 
transit system, was about 100,000 
while that via the New York City 
Rapid Transit System was about 2,-
290,000 people. 

Incidentally, it appears that about 
70 per cent of the New York City 
Rapid Transit Subway System fares 
collected in the entire city were from 
passengers that originated outside of 

•Note 1. tNotc 2. ( Page 5) 

NUMBER 74 

NOTE 

In the chart above and the chart on page 

6, the areas included in determining popula­

tion and moto,r vehicle registration trends 

for each sector are as follows: 

North of 61st Street-Manhattan north of 61st 
Street, the Bronx, West­
chester and Fairfield 
Counties. 

Long Island via Queens-Queens, Nassau and 
Suffolk Counties, 

Long Island via Brooklyn-Brooklyn. 

Staten Island-Staten Island. 

New Jersey-Bergen, Passaic, Hudson, Esr-ex, 
Morris, Union, Somerset, Middle­
sex and Monmouth Counties. 

A publication of the Regionol Plan Association, n c;' 










































































































