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T
HE total supply of dwellings in the New Jersey-New York-Con
necticut Metropolitan Region was estimated at 4,100,000 on Janu

ary J, 1949 - a net gain of about 413,000 dwelling units since 1940. 
This gain was not uniform throughout the Region. Three-quarters 

o[ the additional housing was built in the belt of counties lying just 
outside New York City. The City itself, although containing 60 per cent 
of the Region's population in 1940, received only one-quarter of the total 
increase. Most of this was concentrated in outlying sections of Queens. 

At the same time, the past eight years have seen other changes in 
the pattern of the Region's housing development. There have been 
significant changes in household sizes, proportion o[ single-family dwell
ings, and age of dwellings. 

Additional Housing 

The Region experienced a net 
increase of about 303,000 dwelling 
units in the seven-year period be
tween April 1940 and April 1947. 
This meant an 8.2 per cent gain 
over the period for the Region, as 
compared with a national gain of 
11.8 per cent. 

The relatively smaller increase 
for the Region is clue to the 3.8 
per cent increase registered for New 
York City. The remainder of the 
Region had a substantial increase 
of 14.8 per cent in its housing sup
ply. Table 1 gives the fig·ures. 

For the period since April 194 7 

only fragmentary records are avail
able. It appears that between April 
1947 and January 1949 there were 
about 110,000 dwelling units added 
to the Region's housing supply, in
cluding 32,000 in New York City.* 
This estimate takes in to considera
tion new dwellings built or created 
by su bcli vi cling existing buildings 
and dwellings lost through demoli
tions and conversions to other uses. 

Combining the figures for the 
l 9Ll0-l 949 period shows an esti
mated increase of Lll 3,000 dwellings 
in the Region, raising the total in 
the Region to Ll,100,000 in January 
J 949. During this nine-year period 

HOW THE ADDITIONAL FAMILIES 

WERE H OUSED 1940- 1947 

IN ADDITIONAL DWELLINGS 
303,000 FAMILIES 

IN UNITS VACANT IN 1940 : 
167, 000 FAMILIES 

WITH OTHER FAMILIES 
174, 000 FAMILIES-Living doubled up 

EACH SYMBOL • 50,000 UNITS; DATA FROM TEXT 
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This Bulletin presents the best available 
facts and estimates af the current hous
ing situation and recent trends in the 

Region. It is designed to serve as an aid 
in interpreting the various local state
ments and reports on housing. 

Some of the more important impli
cations of these facts have previously 
been discussed in Regional Plan Bulletin 
70, AT THE CROSSROADS, which hig'i
lighted problems of continued "urban 
sprawl" outward from the population cen
ters of the Region and Bulletin 72, RE

BUILDING WITHOUT CONGESTION. 

The general source of material for this 

Bulletin is the U. S. Bureau of the Census 
reports published in 1947 and 1948, 
principally the April 1947 sample sur
vey. The complete references and limita
tions of these Census reports are given 
in Regional Plan Bulletin 71, POPULA

TION TRENDS. The tables in Bulletin 
73 may be compared with those given in 
Bulletin 71. 

Copies of Bulletins are available from 

the Association at 50 cents each. 
----- --

New York City gained an estimated 
117,000 units, and the remainder of 
the Region an estimated 296,000. 
By percentages, the nine-year in
crease in housing for New York 
City was equal to 5.3 per cent of 
the housing in existence in the City 
in 1940. For the remainder of the 
Region the new housing repre
sented an increase of 20.2 per cent 
over 1940. 

Most of the new housing was 
concentrated on the fringes of ex
isting urban areas, as is clearly 
shown by the maps of new housing 
since 1940. T h e s e  maps over
emphasize the importance of new 
construction in central parts of the 
Region because they do not show 
the effect of demolitions and con
versions. 
Occupied Dwellings 

The estimated 3,840,000 occupied 
dwellings in the Region in April 
194 7 meant an increase of 470,000 
over the 1940 total of 3,370,000, 
representing a 14 per cent gain dur
ing the period.** 

• Estimnl.es based on data of New York Cily Ocpart.menl of Housing atl(l IluilJin gs um! Nnw York Regional Oflioo, Bureau of Lubor Statistics. ** Bulle1i11 71. 
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