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The Regional Plan Association 

T
o CARRY forward the objectives and recommendations
of the Regional Plan by sponsoring its proposals and 

developing its principles, to keep the Plan up to date 
with changing conditions and to;interpret the Plan to the 
public, the Regional Plan Association, Inc., was formed 
in 1929 as a voluntary citizens organization. A non-profit, 
r_esearch and planning agency, it is supported by Founda
tfon fi.mds and by individual, organization, municipality 
and contributing memberships. 

Tb.e Association is continually making studies to 
implement details of the Plan and to show how planning 
principles may be applied successfully in today's environ
ment. 

Region-wide problems, such as housing, zoning, in
dustrial and business location, urban redevelopment, 
transportation, parks, parkways, highways, airports - in 
short, all factors affecting the balanced development of 
the New York metropolitan area - are subject to con
tinuous research and action programs by the Regional 
Plan Association through its citizen committees and staff. 
. . Cooperation with local, state .and national authorities 
and assistance to civic and business organizations are a 
large part of the Association's activity in both research 
and consultation. 
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Introduction 

IN June 1948, the Association issued a state- (
ment suggesting a new policy for develop

ment of the suburban areas of the New Jersey
New York-Connecticut Metropolitan Region 
in Regional Plan Bulletin No. 70 entitled "At 
the Crossroads." Briefly, this policy is that we 
should aim to preserve the essential identity 
of the Region's existing small towns and, 
through the development of new centers, avoid 
the continuance of urban sprawl ever deeper 
into the Region's environs. 

In setting forth this new policy we were 
mindful of the fact that the older central cities 
have an ever-important and continuing part to 
play in the Region's future. 

Our estimates of growth of population, hous
ing, business and industry in the Region's en
virons were based on the assumption that the 
older central areas will be reorganized in the 
next half century so that they may not only 
hold their own against the pull of the suburbs 
but will, themselves, acquire many of the de
sirable attributes associated with suburban liv
ing today. 

* * * 

THIS bulletin presents a policy which will 
enable the Region's older central cities -

such as New York, Newark, Bridgeport, Jersey 
City, Elizabeth, Paterson and Yonkers - to 
rebuild themselves unhampered by the eco
nomic necessity of perpetuating old patterns 
of congestion. Even as we should avoid build
ing new areas in the suburbs with the congen
ital defects of the older centers, so we must 
break the vicious circle of rebuilding today's 
blighted central areas in yesterday's patterns 
and densities. 

This statement of policy is suggested in the 
same spirit as "At the Crossroads" - not as the 
final answer to what needs to be done, but to 
further public discussion of the basic issues 
which must be faced if we are to improve the 
environment in which tens of millions of people 
live in our own and the other growing metro
politan regions of the United States . 

PAUL WrNDELS 

President, Regional Plan Association 
























