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The Regional Airport Plan 

This Bulletin presents some of the results of a two-year program 
of work to produce a plan for a system of airports in the Region. 
It is concerned with the findings in relation to minor airports. Bul
letin 68 dealt with transport and supplementary major airports. 

The original Regional Plan contemplated a 40-year period and, 
published in 1929, called for 33 airfields in the Region. In 1940 a 
revision of the airport system was published as Bulletin Number 
49 and included 44 landing fields. Already 60 airfields are in exist
ence. 

To carry forward the present program as suggested by the Civil 
Aeronauti s Administration, the-Regional Plan Association or
ganized the Regional Airport Conference. The RP A served as a 
clearing house for the collection and analysis of data, including 
field work; for the study of airline, CAA, state and local require
ments, and for the presentation of the results. 

Regional and state representatives constituted a Steering Com
mittee for the Conference. The technical work was done by re
gional groups under the direction of C. Earl Morrow, Chief 
Planning Engineer of the Regional Plan Association; Walter P. 
Hedden, Director, Department of Port Development, Port of New 
York Authority; and William E. Cullinan, Jr., Superintendent, 
Airports Branch, Civil Aeronautics Administration. The complete 
personnel of the Conference is given on the last page of Bulletin 68. 

Special acknowledgement is hereby made to the U.S. Navy 
which furnished a blimp from the Lakehurst Station from which to 
photograph and make studies of the sites from the air.
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CIVIL AVIATION NEEDS 

MORE SMALL AIRPORTS FOR 

NORMAL DEVELOPMENT 

T
HE greatest possibilities for the immediate 
expansion of civil aviation lie in the develop

ment of personal flying. Of the total number of 
civil aircraft registered in the nation in 1944, only 
358 were air carrier ships in contrast to 22,075 
others. 

Naturally each single airliner travels more 
than a single plane of the other type but of the 
total mileage flown, 383½ million miles, about 
264 million or 68.8 per cent were fl.own by civil 
craft other than carriers. While a large per
centage increase is expected in carrier traffic a 
corresponding increase in other civil flying would 
mean more to the aviation industry and to civil 
aviation generally. 

This Bulletin presents the results of the studies 
of the Regional Airport Conference dealing with 
secondary and local airports, -· ports that will 
ultimately service most of the aircraft other than 
carriers. The lack of properly located and ade
quately designed and equipped smaller ports 
threatens to stifle the normal development of civil 
aviation in the New York Region and other. large 
population centers of the country. 

Location of Airports Important 

In the Region at present there are 10 airports 
rated as Class II and 32 as Class I, making a total 
of 42. There were 1,072 private aircraft and 3,637 
private pilots registered in the Region in 1940. 

This would seem ample for the present from the 
viewpoint of total capacity since it means about 
25 aircraft and 87 pilots per airport. However, the 
location of the ports and the extent they are 
developed and protected from possible obstruction 
leaves a lot to be desired. 

Within a period of 10 years it is estimated that 
about 20,000 personal aircraft will want landing 
facilities in the Region. These will require the 
equivalent of at least 100 airports for personal 
flying. Part of the capacity of the secondary 
airports will be absorbed by small carrier opera
tion. 

Establishment of the proposed airports will re
quire the initiative and cooperation not only of 
the municipalities in which the sites are located 
but also of the neighboring communities. 
































