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The Regional Airport Plan 

This Bulletin presents some of the results of a two-year program 
of work to produce a plan for a system of airports in the Region. 
It is concerned with the findings in relation to transport and sup
plementary major airports. A subsequent Bulletin will deal with 
secondary and local airports. 

The original Regional Plan contemplated a 40-year period and, 
published in 1929, called for 33 airfields in the Region. In 1940 a 
revision of the airport system was published as Bulletin Number 
49 and included 44 landing fields. Already more than 60 airfields 
are in existence. 

To carry forward the present program as suggested by the Civil 
Aeronautics Administration, the Regional Plan Association or
ganized the Regional Airport Conference. The RP A served as a 
clearing house for the collection and analysis of data, including 
field work; for the study of airline, CAA, state and local require
ments, and for the presentation of the results. 

Regional and state representatives constituted a Steering Com
mittee for the Conference. The technical work was done by re
gional groups under the direction of C. Earl Morrow, Chief 
Planning Engineer of the Regional Plan Association; Walter P. 
Hedden, Director, Department of Port Development, Port of New 
York Authority; and William E. Cullinan, Jr., Superintendent, 
Airports Branch, Civil Aeronautics Administration. The complete 
personnel of the Conference is given on the last page of this Bulletin. 

Special acknowledgement is hereby made to the U.S. Navy 
which furnished a blimp from the Lakehurst Station from which to 
photograph and make studies of the sites from the air. 

Figures 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 were prepared by Port of New York 
Authority. 

Cover: Aero Digest - New York 

2 

AIR TRANSPORTATION 

REQUIRES A REGIONAL 

AIRPORT SYSTEM 

B
ECAUSE the airplane can serve the New York 
Metropolitan Region only to the extent that 

it has available places for landing and taking off, 
the Region's present lack of adequate airports 
threatens to restrict the number of plane passen
gers and air cargo tonnage that can be flown into 
the port of New York. 

The Federal Government, recognizing that air 
terminal facilities must keep pace with the increas
ing number of flights, has authorized in the 
Federal Airport Act annual appropriations over 
a period of seven fiscal years amounting in the 
aggregate to $500,000,000, the grants generally 
to be made on the basis of a Federal share of 50 
per cent. 

Under the Act, airport aid is limited to the 
developments included in the National Airports 
Plan formulated by the Civil Aeronautics Ad
ministrator. To make a comprehensive plan, re
quired from larger metropolitan areas for inclu
sion in the National Plan, the Regional Airport 
Conference was organized for the New Jersey
New York-Connecticut Metropolitan Region at 
the request of the CAA. 

Plan Already in Use

Work began in 1944. The purpose of the pro
gram was to determine the relative need for all 
types of airports in various sections of the Region 
and make a tentative selection of sites that would 
meet this need. 

The Regional Airport Plan evolved from this 
work and presented here in part, already has 
been used by the CAA in making up a three-year 
program of airports in the Metropolitan Region to 
which the provisions of the Federal Airport Act 
will apply. 

As a basis for the Regional Airports Plan, 
estimates of air traffic have been made for five, 
10 and 15 years in the future. Whether the vol
ume of traffic reaches the estimated figures in the 
time allowed will depend partly on· indetermi
nate factors such as national and international 
policies, and, of course, on the provision of ade
quate airport facilities. The validity of the con
clusions arrived at will not be affected if the esti
mated volume of traffic has not been reached m 
the precise time indicated. 
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