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Postwar Residential Expansion a 
Problem for Many Communities 
Regional Findings Offer Starting Point for Urgently Needed Planning 

There seems to be every likelihood that the postwar period will 

see a resumption of urban expansion in outlying areas of the Region, 

similar in general character to tbat in process in the years preceding 

the war. ·whether or not the rate of expansion will be slower than 

before the war, it is important for public officials and business men 

to discover the principal facts of previous development as a guide for 

the future. ·what may happen in any one of the 500 municipalities 

of the Region is so dependent upon what happens in some of the others 
that a broad picture of regional development is invaluable. 

Reasons for· Suburban Growth l'"lanc� bring them u1� w elate. The ti1�e

Every city is composed of many dif- , 
to 1emecly this s1tuat1on 1s now, bcfo1e

ferent types of people, with varying de- the poSlwar budclmg program gets un-

sires as regards living conditions. Some cler way. 

people like the excitement, the crowds, 
the convenience and services to be had 
in a big city, while others prefer to live 
under less crowded conditions and near 
the attractions of the countryside. Ex
panding and improved rapid transit 
and railway facilities, bus lines, the pri
vate automobile, improved highways, 
more and more bridges and tunnels -
these have made it possible for hun
dreds of thousands of people to locate 
their homes on the outskirts of the city 
and still be able to go to the center for 
business, shopping and entertainment 
without excessive cost or loss of time. 

Lower taxes in the suburbs have been 
an attraction, although usually fewer 
public services are provided. Lower 
levels in the general costs of living are 
also a factor. 

Problems of Suburban Growth 

Much of this suburban growth has 
been an asset to the Region, but unfor
tunately too high a proportion o[ 
the new residential developments was 
poorly planned and poorly constructed, 
resulting in living conditions that are 
not as much of an improvement over 
the crowded central city areas as they 
might be. 

Many of the communities where new 
development will take place immediate
ly upon resumption of building arc 
as yet unprepared with master plans 
for community development and ordi
nances to insure satisfactory standards 
for subdivisions. A few do not even 
have zoning ordinances, while many 
places that do have zoning ordinances 
and building codes need to review them 

Approach to Problem 
As a basis of approach to this prob

lem the Association has made an ex
tensive survey o[ land use in the Metro
politan Region. An area of over 5,500 
square miles with a population of 12\/2 
million persons was covered. The sur
vey is regional in scope and character, 
and should not be confused with "land 
use" surveys which have been made by 
numerous communities and counties 
throughout ·the Region. The present 
objective is to determine the amount 
and location of land brought into close 
urban use, and the population which 
this recently developed land accommo
dated for the 15-year period preceding 
the war. Also, it determines the amount 
and location of land available for po
tential urban development. 

The term coin.muter area is used 
throughout this report to indicate land 
within the outer limits of suburban de
velopment centered on the Port of New 




















