


TH E 

REGIONAL PLAN 

Bulletin 

Published by the 
REGIONAL PLAN AssOCIATION, INC. 

. . . a research and j1lan11.iug 
agency sujJjJortecl by voluntary 
11u:-mliership to pro·mote the co­
ordinaler/. clevelojmient of the 
New York-New Jersey-Counecti­
cul MetrojJolitan Region. 

• 

OFFICERS 

GEORGE MCANENY 
Chairman, Board of Directors 

PAUL '"'!NOELS, President 

Vice-Presidents 

THOMAS S. HOLDEN 
HAROLD S. OSBORNE 

LAWSON PURDY 

R,ILPI-1 PETERS, JR., Treasurer 

FREDERICK P. CLARK 
Execulive Director 

• 

OFF'ICES 

400 Madison Ave.,New York 17,N.Y. 
Telephone: PLaza 5-0270 

Number 61 August 27, l 9,13 

The Regional Plan Presents First 

of Series on Planning to Meet 

Postwar Community -Problems 

With increasing interest and activ­
ity being devoted to community prob­
lems which will return with the encl 
of the war, the coming REGIONAL PLAN 
BULLETINS will present information 
and suggestions of value in the prepa­
ration of practical plans to meet post­
war problems. 

This bulletin deals with the prob- ,
!ems of traffic congestion and parking
in central business districts of the
larger cities of the Region. The recent
comprehensive "Traffic and Parking
Study" of central New York City busi­
ness districts has been drawn upori for
material of general va,lue to all the
larger central districts of the Region.

This bulletin has been prepared un­
der the direction of C.- Earl Morrow, 
planning engineer of the Association 
staff. 
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Traffic Problems Baffling, Not Hopeless 

M<!-ny cities were involved in a seemingly hopeless struggle against 
traffic difficulties before the scarcity of gasoline and rubber reduced 
the number of motor vehicles operating and also their use. No one 
panacea will solve all the complicated aspects of this problem, which 
is sure to return in greater intensity, but by a coordinated attack on 
all of the phases of congestion the city can be made a much more 
efficient place for ·working and living. 

The First Step ... 

... is a thorough understanding of the 
problem utilizing all the information 
available and supplementing it with 
new studies. This comprehensive study 
can be made most effectively with the 
cooperation of city officials and other 
organizations closely identified with the 
problem. 

A Broad Approach Needed; 

Piecemeal Planning Will Fail 

In the Region with its nearly 500 
separate governmental entities the in_­
tercommunity vehicular travel is enor­
mous. A glance at the traffic Aow map 
in Figure l is convincing· on that 
score. A great network of highways has 
been created to take care of regional 
traffic movement. The primary prob­
lem now lies in accommodating the 
vehicles when they arrive at their des­
ti11atio11 in the several central points 
of this regional highway network. 

No one in the Region can be com­
placent or unconcerned about 
the improvement of traffic 
conditions in its central dis­
tricts. He may live in the s1,1b­
urban area, but when he 
drives to the larger central dis­
tricts he ls faced first of all 
with the necessity of driving 
through narrow streets along 
with thousands of other cars, 
and then perhaps hunting 
vainly for a free parking space 
or paying a relatively high 
fee for parking 111 an mcon­
venient place. 

Figure 1 

Even the suburbanite who never 
comes in to the central areas still has a 
stake in their efficiency, since many of 
the thing-s he buys locally are first se.n t 
to central districts and then distributed 
by truck to suburban communities. 
Congestion increases distribution costs 
and the prices he pays. 

The plan must be comprehensive in 
character, both as to the area it affects 
and the various phases of traffic control 
it includes. Any piecemeal program to 
relieve .�ongestion is doomed to failure 
and waste of money. 

Now Is the Time to Get Plans 

Ready 

The time to plan is now·, so that the 
measures worked out will not have to 
be hastily prepared under pressure of 
emergency. An orderly plan consisting 
of well-timed steps is needed instead of 
a disconnected series of piecemeal 
efforts. 

'TRAl'FIC CONGESTION IS OBVI· 
OUSLY /\ REGIONAL PROllLEM. 

HIGHWAY TRAFFIC ON AN AVERAGE DAY 
CENTRAL PORTION OF NEW YORK METROPOLITAN REGION 
NUMBER OF VEHICLES 
PER AVERAGE OAY 
(PRE·WAR) 5,000 

50,000 
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