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Progress in Transportation and Public Services 

Provides the Basis for a Post-War Program 

Rail Transportation ... Grade Crossing Eliminations ... Port Developments . 

The Regional Airport System ... Water Supply ... Sewage 

and Refuse Disposal ... Public Housing 

The Port of New York requires a series of terminals 

-rail, water and air-and the progress on the devel

opment of these and the approaches serving them

during the past five years, 193 7-1941, and the relation

of these to the proposals incorporated in the Graphic

Regional Plan are summarized in the first part of this

Bulletin. The latter part is devoted to a similar review
of new developments in public health services and in

public housing.1 

With the exception of "defense" housing and some 

terminal improvements essential to the· war effort, 

little immediate progress is likely to be made in these 

types of construction. After the war there must be a 

renewed effort in these fields to catch up with current 

needs and to provide for a shift to a more normal 

program of employment. Now, therefore, is an appro

priate· time to review what exists today and to point 

out some of the most urgent needs. 

Expansion of the railroad system in the Region is 

still largely in the planning stage. The outstanding 

physical developments are the completion of the West 

Side Railroad Improvement in Manhattan and striking 

advances in the elimination of railroad-highway grade 

crossings in both New York and New Jersey. The air

port system is being steadily improved to meet greatly 

increased demands for air transport and the devel

opment of new landing fields has been accentuated by 

the war. 

In the field of other public services steady progress 

has been made on the purification of the waters of the 

harbor through the construction of sewage treatment 

plants, notably in New York City but also in New 

Jersey. Public housing, a new development within the 

1 For similar reviews for earlier years, see FROM PLAN TO RE:\LITY 
(1933), pp. 84-93, 97-101, and FROM PLAN TO REALITY, Two (]938), 
Chapters IV and VIII, published by the Regional Plan Association, Inc. 

period under review, has made remarkable progress, 

but at the present time is limited to such projects as 
are essential for housing industrial workers in those 

districts where war industries have greatly increased 

the concentration of population. 

RAIL TRANSPORTATION 

New trends in freight and passenger transportation 
are chiefly responsible for lack of development of new 

rail facilities proposed in the Regional Plan. The Plan 

aims at a program to integrate all media of transpor

tation into a coordinated system eliminating duplica

tion of service and its accompanying waste. 

Conditions caused by new modes of transport call 

for the establishment of new methods to handle the 

mounting flow of traffic. The Association and other 
interested agencies have given study to the problem 

and prepared plans to meet changed conditions. 

In addition, recent activity has taken place on three 

specific railroad proposals incorporated in the Regional 

Plan, on an unprecedented number of railroad grade 

crossing eliminations throughout the Region and on 

city rapid transit lines which have been extended and 

brought into a unified system. 

Terminals for New Modes of Transportation 

Modern highways have opened new lines of com

munication in competition with the railroads, particu

larly those terminating in New Jersey. Much of the 

Jersey railroad freight is still ferried from rail termi

nals to piers throughout the harbor and many passen

gers still use ferries to cross the Hudson River to 

Manhattan. Motor trucks, buses and subways distrib

ute other loads to convenient destinations. Street con
gestion resulting from the increasing use of buses and 

trucks is approaching a point where the convenience 


























