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Progress on Regional Highway System and 

A Program for Future Development 

Striking Advances Made ... Metropolitan Loop Highway Progresses ... Other Routes 

in Major Network ... An Expanded System of Expressways. 

Program for Defense and Post-War Action 

The most noticeable change that would strike a 

visitor who is familiar with the New York Region but 

who has been absent thirteen years is the extent to 

which the highway system has been improved. He 

might be astonished at the amount accomplished but 

he would have little occasion to wonder at the pattern 

of routes if he remembered the system of highways 

proposed by the Regional Plan of New York and Its 

Environs. Expanding and modernizing the highway 

system at all levels of government-Federal, interstate, 

state, county and municipal - is the outstanding 

achievement in regional development, credit for which 

is due the officials and staff members of the various 

highway agencies. 

In its preceding Bulletin the Regional Plan Associa­

tion discussed parkway progress and a future parkway 

program was presented as part of the regional recrea­

tional system. This report reviews in a similar manner 

the growth of the highways available for all types of 

traffic, showing how the parkway system fits into and 

supplements the general pattern. A special section is 

devoted to expressways, including a proposed regional 

system of such routes, part of which would be open to 

general traffic and part of which would continue to be 

restricted to light passenger vehicles. A program for 

the future, particularly as part of a post-war public 

works program, is presented. 

Striking Advances Made 

The Graphic Regional Plan published in 1929 

showed a system of major highway routes, existing 

and proposed, involving a total of 2,548 miles.1 Some 

additions have since been made in the process. of 

1 The Plan also contained subordinate highway routes made up of about 
1,800 miles of minor regional highways and 2,000 miles of important con­
necting 1·outes. Progress on these is not reported herein except where s111all 
sections of the former have since been re-classified as major routes. 

keeping the Plan up-to-date. Progress is reported dur­

ing the twelve-year period ending with 1940 on 1,419 

miles of major routes representing about 54 per cent 

of the mileage in the original scheme. A large part of 

this, 979 miles, involved construction of new routes or 

the substantial improvement of old ones, so increasing 

their capacity that they could take their proper place 

in the regional systerri. The balance of the progress 

consists in the official adoption or study of certain 

routes assuring their future construction. 

In the central part of the Region the adoption on 

January 2, 1941, by the City Planning Commission of 

New York City of a "Master Plan of Express High­

ways, Parkways and Major Streets" has assured a 

proper coordination into and through New York City 

of previously isolated expressways. It has also given 

impetus to the theory, long advanced by the Associa­

tion, that a considerable part of such routes should be 

available for general traffic, giving commercial vehicles 

the same opportunities for express movement as has 

been so well supplied for passenger vehicles in West­

chester, Putnam, Dutchess and Fairfield counties and 

on Long Island. It will be shown herein how com­

pletely this Master Plan for New York City highways 

ties in with the proposed regional highway system. 

There has been a greatly increased recognition of 

the need of establishing some adequate form of road­

side control in order that state and county highways 

may continue to have an efficiency which, in many 
cases, has proved only temporary as uncontrolled road­

side development has brought congestion and increased 

accident hazard. The New Jersey State Chamber of 
Commerce and the New York and New Jersey Road­

side Councils have been partietilarly active in pointing 

out the urgency of this problem and in advocating 

measures to solve it. 


































