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The national defense effort reaches into every con­
structive activity which is carried on throughout the 
nation. A discussion of national defense in any com­
plete fashion would constitute a review of all phases of 
our national life. In this discussion of defense and the 
New York Region the topic is limited to two general 
categories, the industrial defense effort to build the 
"arsenal of democracy" and planning for civilian ,pro­

tection. The principal purpose of this Bulletin is to 
point out effective contributions which local and re­
gional planning can make to defense. As a basis for this 
it was found desirable to appraise the industrial de­
fense spending in the Region, and to indicate the or­
ganizations which are currently working on problems 
of civilian protection. 

I. THE INDUSTRIAL DEFENSE EFFORT

"Defense Money" Areas in the Region 

As a first step in an appraisal of the effects of the 
industrial defense effort, the Association attempted to 
find out how much money is being spent in the towns, 
cities and counties of the Region. The fact is, however, 
that no definitive figures are as yet available to indi­
cate where defense dollars are actually being spent. 
Contracts let to head offices of large firms result in 
apparently huge allocations to New York City. Much 
of this money may be spent in factories outside of the 
city and even outside the Region. The practice of 
subcontracting makes it impossible for any statistical 
agency in Washington or elsewhere to know how much· 
of the money paid to an airplane company on Long 
Island, for example, will be spent locally and how 
much will be allocated to subcontractors in New Eng­
land. Finally, to United States Government spending 
must be added British contracts and private financing 
of plant expansion with respect to which no detailed 
figures are yet available. 

Figures which give at least an indication of the 
trends of defense spending have been collected, how­
ever, from published data of the Office of Government 
Reports, the National Defense Advisory Commission, 
and information supplied by the Bureau of Labor Sta­
tistics and the Office of the Defense Housing Coordi­
nator. The map on page 3 indicates the estimated de­
fense spending through January, 1941, in the cities and 
towns of the Region in which more than $500,000 of 
contracts have been allocated. The table on page 2 
indicates total defense contracts and defense dollars 
per capita in the counties of the Region as of the same 
date. It will be noted that in the graphic presentation 
New York City has been arbitrarily broken into three 
parts, consisting of Manhattan and The Bronx, Brook­
lyn1 and Queens, and the Borough of Richmond. 

Effects of the Industrial Efforts on Localities 

One of the immediate effects of stimulated industrial 
activity in any community is an increase of worker 
popmlation, resulting (with the possible exception of 
most parts of New York City) in either a housing or a 
transportation problem, or both. The problems which 
new population brings to a community are discussed 
in some detail on page 5. While many defense em­
ployees in the Region will commute to their new jobs 
from their regular residences by established transit 
facilities, many will need new homes and many will 
commute by automobile on already congested high­
ways. Estimates of additional employment in cities 
and towns of the Region which are being currently 
gathered by the New Jersey State Employment Ser­
vice (Trenton, New Jersey), the Division of Placement 
and Unemployment Insurance, New York State De­
partment of Labor (342 Madison Avenue, New York 
City), the Connecticut State Employment Service (305 
Broad Street, Hartford), and the Bureau of Labor Sta-










































