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Zoning Trends in the Past Decade 

in New York and Its Environs 

Increase in Areas Zoned, 1930 to 1940 ... Changes in Character and Extent 

of Use Zones ... Densities ... Billboard and Sign Control 

Off-Street Parking of Automobiles 

The up-to-date population figures furnished by the 
1940 Federal Census are bringing home to many of 
the older and more populous communities in New 
York and its Environs a realization that their zoning 
ordinances and maps have been based upon a future 
growth which will never occur, or, as is more often the 
case, have been made without any real analysis of the 
extent of business, multi-family housing and industrial 
requirements in the present or future. Those communi
ties without the protection of a zoning ordinance are 
turning to zoning as a means of avoiding the problems 
of blight, which are menacing the older communities. 

During the past year interest in zoning has been par
ticularly active in New York City due to the revisions 
in its pioneer "Zoning Resolution" proposed by the 
City Planning Commission. After rather acrimonio1.1s 
discussions on some of the new features proposed, an 
amended Zoning Resolution was adopted by the Board 
of Estimate on June 28, 1940, involving a considerable 
number of changes, many of them of far-reaching im
portance. An extensive revision of the zoning maps to 
bring them into reasonable harmony with the city's 
probable future requirements for business, industry 
and various types of residence is yet to follow. Its need 
has been felt for some years and is now recognized as 
urgent. 

The Regional Plan Association has in its files a com-

plete picture of the zoning in effect in the· Region at 
the time the Association was established in 1929. This 
Bulletin summarizes the results of an investigation of 
the trends of zoning development in the Region· during 
the decade from approximately January 1, 1930, to 
January 1, 1940. The survey involved a review of 187 
ordinances in effect at the begihning of 1930 and 334 
in effect at. the end of the decade. There has been an 
increase of 78.6 per cent in the number of ordinances 
involving a 110.3 per cent increase in the areas under 
the protection of zoning, but a large proportion of the 
newly zoned communities were outlying ones. The per
centage of resident population enjoying the advantages 
of zoning has increased from 87.6 to 95.6 per cent. 

While it is generally accepted that zoning is part of 
planning and that a zoning ordinance should,· therefore, 
be designed to conform with a master plan for the 
municipality, we find that zoning has generally pre
ceded the making of a master plan. As a result, many 
ordinances have, within a brief period of time, become 
inadequate and in need of revision. In the present sur
vey attention has been given not only to the increase 
in the scope of the zoning movement, but to the im
provement in the efficiency of the rules and regulations 
in the ordinances themselves, particularly where they 
would promote a better coordination between zoning 
and planning. 


























