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These Bulletins, published from time to time, are intended 

primarily for the information of news editors, editorial writers, 

members of the Association, and others particularly interested 

in the Regional Plan and planning. They present the results 

of researches in special problems or a discussion of planning 

situations, projects and suggestions in which the attitude of the 

Regional P Ian officially is reflected. 
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BULLETINS ARE RELEASED TO THE PRESS IN 

ADV ANGE of the private distribution made on the date indi

cated above. They are distinct from news releases and the text 

or facts contained may be used in any way desired upon receipt. 

They are numbered serially for convenience in filing and should 

be valuable as a reference on planning progress. 

EDWARD McKERNON, Editor 

SINGLE COPIES . . . . . TWENTY-FIVE CENTS 

County Planning in Metropolitan Areas 

as Exemplified by Bergen County, New Jersey 

Growth of County Planning in, the United States . . .  Base Maps . 

Official Map ... Fact-Finding Program ... Planning Studies ... 

Public Relations ... Future Program 

Economy in government requires continuity of policy 
and coordination of the actions of the various depart

ments. There is a growing realization of this fact. In 
many cities planning and zoning agencies have been 

created to supply varying degrees of this continuous 

and forward looking direction. Obviously the city is 

not the only governmental entity that requires the ap

plication of business principles for the sake of economy. 

Every unit of government that collects and spends pub

lic funds is under obligation to spend them wisely. The 

planning method is applicable to, and has been intro

duced into, all levels of government: municipal, county, 

state and national. 

Urban planning has been gaining momentum for over 

thirty years. J\fore than 1,700 towns and cities have de

veloped some form of planning or zoning while some 

1,200 have permanent planning boards.1 It is only 

within the past decade that planning has been applied 

extensively to other units of area, such as the county. 

The need for planning in metropolitan counties is 

acute because of the current trend of population from 

the central districts to the suburban fringes. -The pur

pose of this Bulletin is to point out some of the advan
tages of county planning of this type, principally by 

indicating the methods, results and program of the 

County Planning Board in Bergen County, New Jersey. 

l PROGKESS R1•:L'ORT, National Rcso11rcc-s Committee, Dccc111hcr, 1938. 

GROWTH OF COUNTY PLANNING IN THE 

UNITED STATES 

In spite of its newness county planning has made con

siderable headway throughout the country. Figure 1 

shows the extent to which it has spread in the United 

States. At the encl of 1938 more than 400 official and 

unofficial county planning boards had come into ex

istence, many of them in counties dominantly rural in 

character. 

It may be seen on the map that most of the counties 

of the six northwestern states had planning agencies, 

largely as a result of promotional activities by the 

Pacific Northwest Regional Planning Commission; 

those in Washington, Idaho, Montana and North Da

kota were mostly official boards while all those in Ore

gon and South Dakota were unofficial boards. The other 

states conspicuous for official county planning boards 

were Florida, California, Missouri and Wisconsin. 

There was a cluster of counties in West Virginia with 

unofficial county planning boards. In Tennessee and 

neighboring states many counties are covered by a sin

gle Federal agency, the Tennessee Valley Authority. 

While this agency is administrative in character it has 

a division which includes, to some extent, the functions 

of regional and county planning. 


























