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... National Defense ... Zoning Around Airports 

The rapid growth of aeronautics since the World 
War has defmitely established the airplane as an im
portant carrier in the transportation system of the 
country. The greater part of this growth occurred in 
the latter part of this period. The number of civil craft 
increased from 2,612 in 1927 to 11,159 in 1938. The 
number of miles flown by scheduled craft increased 
from 4¼ millions in 1926 to 691/;i millions in 1938. 

With the growth of scheduled air service and the in
crease in aircraft, a differentiation or specialization of 
airports has taken place. In the transport service they 
now correspond very closely to the types of railroad 
stations. There are terminals, express stations and local 
stations; and some airports are like commercial sidings. 

The purpose of this Bulletin is to present a reclassi
fication of the airports of the Region to indicate the 
part that each port should logically take in the present 
and future operation of aircraft in the Region. 

Eleven years ago when the Graphic Regional Plan 
was published it was evident that there should be a 
region-wide system of airports rather than one or two 
single ports. Accordingly 46 sites 1 were selected as pos
sible landing areas for landplanes and seaplanes. The 
importance of nearness to centers of heavily populated 
areas· and geographic distribution was recognized as 
well as the desirability of adequate land transporta-

1 For progress on these sec I11rormatio11 Bullcli1
.
1 No. 37, "1\dvanccs in 

Rail and Air T,·ansportation and Other Public Services i11 the Port of 
New York," July 26, 1937. 

tion connections. The suggestion that airport sites be 
large enough to permit an expansion in number and 
size of landing and service facilities has been thor
oughly justified. 

With the crystallization of the national pattern of 
airways and the general expansion of aeronautics most 
of the sites initially recommended in the Region are 
still needed. Present and future probable use will re
quire a further diversity of development in the various 
ports. 

The preparation of this Bulletin has involved con
sultation with many agencies and persons interested in 
aeronautics. The cooperation of all of these is grate
fully acknowledged. Included among them are: Civil 
Aeronautics Authority, State Director of Aviation of 
New Jersey, WPA Projects covering New York City 
municipal airports, Department of Docks of the City 
of New York, American Airlines, Canadian Colonial 
Airways, Transcontinental and Western Air, and United 
Air Lines. 

PROGRESS IN CIVIL AVIATION 

Afler December 17, 1903, when lhe Wright Brothers 
made the first successful mechanical airplane flight 
from Kill Devil Hill to Kitty Hawk, North Carolina, 
the improvements in design and construction of planes 
and motors advanced so rapidly that in 1911 it became 
possible to make the first transcontinental flight. Sub-










































