
REGIONAL PLAN ASSOCIATION, INC. 

• a research and planning agency supported by voluntary member-
ship to promote the coordinated development ' of the '.New York-
New Jersey-Connecticut Metropolitan Region. 

230 West 41st Street, New York 36, N.Y. (Area Code 212) LOngacre 5-1714 

AVIEWS JR1BL1IEA\iIE 

910, 
December 1, 1961 

Industrialist Avers  

NEW JERSEY LEADERS READY TO MEET 

GR0WH PROBLEMS; CONFERENCE SHOWS 

FOR INFORMATION CALL WILLIAM  SHORE 

LOngacre 5-1714 or MEdfordl-0053 (home). 

FOR RELEASE: Monday, December 4, 1961 

"Never before i&New Jersey's recent history have so many top-level -leaders 

of business, education, labor, government and civic organizations spent a whole day 

together preparing to consider the state's future problems," George F. Smith, former 

President of Johnson & Johnson, commented on an all-day meeting he chaired last 

Wednesday, November 29, sponsored by the New Jersey Committee of Regional Plan 
* .,* • •'•'--

Association, . 

:AinOng the 221 ' participants'were 41 civic and business association officer, 

31 executives of banks, insurance companies and other financial institutIons, 21 

4 

manufacturers, 27 government executives and planners, 10 in the transportation., 

industry, 14 in the building industry and real estate, 14 utility executives, 

lOfrorn retail storès,l7 ineducation,..6 in advertising, publishing and public 

relations, and 3 labor leaders. (The full list is attached.) 

"The attendance,the-caliberof the speakers and the fact that such a 

large number of the busy persons invited were present and stayed all day indicate 

to me that New Jersey leaders are ready to head off the problems that Northern 

New Jersey'sexpected explosive growth could bring. This is a fine start for the 

Association's New Jersey Committee," Smith said. 

Tenorkshops identified problems they foresee and key public issues 

related to -'growth problems. 



nation's. 

Nearly all those commenting at the workshops accepted the Regional Plans 

Association's projections as presented for New Jersey's nine northeastern counties-- 

a population jump of about 3 million over the next 25 years, faster growth than the 

Many workshop participants cited as potential difficulties the swift 

urbanization of opeh land and the disadvantages and extra costsof spread 

development as compared to earlier urban developments where families lived a little 

closer together and industry was clustered instead of scattered. 

Some participants saw the urban- development spreadiigbeyondthe nine 

New Jersey counties of the New Jersey-New York-Connecticut Metropolitan Region-- 
., 

Morris Middlesex, SomersetPassaië Monmouth,Essex Union, Bergen and Hudson 
4; 

to Warren, Hunterdon, Sussex and Mercer counties within 25 years. 

- 

Among public policy questions which need serious and prompt consideration 

--

,becaus&of their effect on the.shapeofNorthernNew Jersey?s future development 
• 4 k - 

the workshops identified.  

Transportation--How can highway plans be better related to desirable 

urban patterns? Can we improve highways across Northern New Jersey as well as 
/ 

V -V. V I •' 

into New York City? How can we maintain and improve commuter rail transportation? ' 

 ynient--Will industry want to locate within -, ( 

reasonable range of where people will, want t0 live? What favorable changes ,in the 

'--:-

business climate are necessary to keep pace with the job opportunities required - 
..:;: 44 

for our growing population? t 
.4'- 4 - V.- •---,. • . - 4. .., 

- V -' 4 •1 - $ 1.•V. - 

The New Jersey Meadows--Can the development of the Meadows be done.-. 

effectively so that industry is located for top efficiency? Will the development 

•t.#%,V. 

3> 
of the Meadows shape urban growth in the best way? 

Green Acres--Can the open space to be purchased with funds voted by the 

State in November be used to guide urban growth, provide breathing space within 

the massive urban settlement -expected and outdoor recreation facilities near 

large population population centers? 
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-3-

Local Planning and Zoning--In view of the swift growth, running over 

municipal boundaries at a rapid rate, would strongercountyplanning agénciesbe 

advisable? 

UrbanRenewal--Can we afford to abandon the tremendous investment 

and " opportunities of our older centers to move outward into vacant land aswe have 

been doing? What public policies are needed to bring to the cities the advantages 

of the suburbs as well asthe advantages of urban centers? 

Taxes--How does th& tax structure affect the location of industry and' 

housing? 
p - 

Conferees called on Regional Plan Association's New Jersey Committee, 

headed'by Cesar J. Bertheau, Chairman of the -Board of the People's Trust Company 

of Bergen County, to study these questions for the area's decision-makers. Mr. 

Berth "eau announced that the Committee will sift the workshop comments and major 

addresses to the Conference to build its program for the coming year . 

The Conference heard predictions about the next five years in Northern 

New-Jersey by Stat&Highway Commissioner Dwight R.'G. Palmer; H. BrucePalmer, 

President, MutualBenefit Life Insurance Co., on housing; C1ayton:S Cronkright, 

.General , Manager, Area Development 1 Department, Public Service Electric and Gas Co., 

on industrial location; andDavid Yunich, President, Bañiberger's,'on retailing. 

Karl E Metzger, Middlesex County Freeholder-Director, addressed a luncheon session 

on the newlyformedTri-StateTransporttion Committee. 

The New Jersey Committee of Regional Plan Association has an office in 

Newark'at 605Broad  Street headed by Ernest Erber, the Association's Areas Director. 

Regional Plan Association is -a 32-year-oldnon-profit agency dedicated 

to the rational growth of the New Jersey-New. York-Connecticut metropolitan area. 

****** 
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