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'Project---  isjoiritly sponsored by the Metropolitan 

;Regional Council, consisting cfthorcgion'stop 

ocally electodofficials arid'thRogional Plan :",,., 

ssociation, a private citizens'organization Its 

final ropertwasroloaisod at City-Hall N;Ydrk by 

Mayor Robert F Wagndr,the Council's chairan,Lmory 
- •'• T• -

H Bradford,,RpA President and the Project's Joint 
-• -': 

Steering , Connittooheadod by Griffith E Harris, 

First Selectman of Greenwich, Conn , and Otto L. 

Nelson, Vice-President offl the Now York n Life Insurace 

- - -' 

Co., and , a -Vice-President ofRPA. 
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: ThoPioject'sfinalro1crt,entitled ' The Race 

in the acreage of permanent openspace, :state arid 

-county parks, local recrcationareas and ocean-

front beaches inthe tn- state metropolitan region. 
I 

The B.- Tànkdl,• 

the Project's staff director. ThoreconmondaticnS 

-1 
also call fcr irined1ato actionfcrtho preservation ' 

and proper devclopriont of ton regional park sites ' 

- •-• I 

•..Dolawaro Valley; Island Beachtato Park, Lake Wawayanda 

•"-Round Vallbyatd,a'ndy Ho-bk; in Firo 
• L I 

asland, Lloyd Neck, 1Monichos Inlet to flontauk, and 

rhawangunk Mountains, in New York ctato, and t  

Taconic Tri-rtate Park in'Now York, Connecticut and 
p •• -- .4 '- --•. - - • - - •_ -S 

Massachusetts: 

growth the Project reconitierids an increase in 
J 4 4 

permanent open space of 1,100 square miles, includiri 

lands forpublic parks and recraticn facilities, 
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conservation ,, areas and :residontialCcmmonSThe 
4 5 •'-. -•,:' ,- • •.- :---- - 

cost of acquiring th6 proposed additicnal recrea-

tibn land is estimated at about $r 9 billion 

Lpecifically, the Project rocomnends 
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To keep pace with estimated urban 
growth'an increase in permanent open.. 

,space in the region from 600 to 
Ll,700suaro miles. 

.Therogion's 300. square miles df - 

Lpublic parks shoul'd.be expanded 
to 1,160 square miles 

Local recreation acreage in the 
,tri-stato region should bâ 

- tripled from 60,000 acres in 
l958 to l76;000 acresin1985. 

and stat:parks accommodating-, 
-' "' l1 day activities shduld be increased.. 

" from their, present l2+,000.acres to' 
.. 566,000 acres by. 1985. 

County park land should incrcase 
nine-fold from the present 30,000 k, 
acres to 269,000 acres 

The three states should acquire an 
additional l73,000acrós'in.thO .< 
'racuntainsand• all"of the' remaining 
.63 miles of. urdevelbpodôoan front. 

Each county ;añd' 
shcu1ddv61vo its own residential 
open. space plan for. its residential 

-'di'stricts. I 

-Sub-dividers-should bo.required in 
suitable areas,, either to dodicate'a 
percentage' of each sub-division for 
park land- or- to pay afo&toa  

municipal park fund , in lieu of such 
a land contribütion - Also ondordd 
is , th principle Of 'clustoring . u 
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!l so rddomthondjd aràa number of stops'-to . 

...:.inirizo out-of-phckot:publ oxprituis. In 
t 

acquiring new rccroaticn lands 

:I -

to adopt a similar progran ) - 
€ ' 

With respect to the lirntation of park use 

'to resldcnts:of,a part1cuiarcor2ramity tho prO3Oct 
41 

states, "The only answor to park restricticns is 
' j ' 

more parks especially tateParks.!-. 
- ': '-•• 

Therepertstates; Ioilitorally no 
.-

p 

physical space in their hone municipality adequate 
f 1 

to serve thc all-day rccreation noedsof the people 
- I 

in New York City, Newark, Hudscn County and other 
--

- 

densely populated areas in the center of - the Rcgion 

Itis inpractical to expect this need to bemet in 
2 -s - 

the parks of outlying counties except to a limited 

degree by the hcrio ccurities of the land- shy communi-

ties - Clearly, the major responsibility heo rsts 
I 'I 

with the state s , possibly backed by federal programs 

Is 
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states..that the pae of park ac qui sition is 

dolThing relativotothéegjcruTth growing 

population. It concludes that the demand for 

all.forms ofbi1tdoor:receatjchwjll -in'  

at anunprccedentod pae during the next 25 

• .t:..., 
r - 

present the regicn ha's.abcut2,000.squaro''. 

miles of doelcpod land out of a tStalof 7,000 square 

miles. The Poject'predjts thatjj the next 25 

years dovoloed lthnd'inthorogicnwjifat least 

double anci may , triple. According4 to the Pro3ect, 

only + p orcon tofthe region's population live in 
'. .,.: •. ':. 

4 -

'- commujtjos which meet thethjñjrnu standards of the 
2 

Naticnal Recreation Association for l0-acrosof park 



"The regicn's 550 municipalities arc 

woefully deficient in recreation acreage," the 

S 

report concluder 

In 1.light  'of ,tho impending growth and 

spread of thc region's population, theocean 
V 

beches can be, ofop tjmum recIatjcrànd'con 

servation valueonly if i the are publicly owned 
V 

the report asserts, further noting that the 

intensively built up, New Jersey shorei 

greatwaste of a scarce natural asset and 

-provides a 11-11 11  Ivivid picture oftho consequenccsof 
2 

mac tih: 

Noting that water pollution is a rogional 4v 

problen the Project warns that unless it gets on V 

r4with its marginal sewagc prog 

recreation potential will be in serious jeopardy 

It '- also- u1es outling cintiost make sure 

,that thoir sewage cclloction and treatment plants 

are keeping up With the region's population 

The Project was financed from a grant of 

$60;000 by ithà Old Dominion Foundation 



supplemented by grants from the-,Taco I nic FC'un I da-
4 

ticn and the Victoria Foundation made to the 
- 

Regional Plan .Lssociaticn. It previously released 

three reports published b thRcgional Plan 




