
4) 

GIONAL PLAN ASSOCIATION, 
• . a r'esearh and planning agency supp'orted by ' voluntary member-
ship to .promote, the coordinateddevelopment of.. the New York,-

'?-" New JerseyConnectièut Metropolitan Region. - .4. 

230 West .41st Street, New York 36, N. Y. Longacre 5-17!4 

1IEW Ikk1I21L1EA\\ 

'5. 
4, 

'14 

II 

FOR RELEASE MONDAY,'-A,M., MAY 16, 1960  

- 1- -

4No.869- ' 5/9/60 

- New York',Mayl6'--C.McKim Norton,  Executive ViCePresident  

of the Regional Plan.AssOciatiOfl, said today'upon..-release.of , .-, 

"Freight and the Metropolis," the sixth volume -of the New York 
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Metropolitan Region Study, conducted for RPA by Harvard University's 

raduate'School of'Public Administration, that "For the Region's 

•4- '.: 

future planning this book makes three major points: ( 1) The Port 

of New York will continte to be a principal gateway for the nation's 

foreigrtcdmmercedurinthe-next25years. ( 2) ThePort's' 

specializ&I freight forwardin'g, handling, and financing services 

are an important ingredient of its- rise and;continuanCe as the 
4 .,. .. 4. 1-71 

ieadingAmera.can port. (3) The emergence of the truck as the prin-
.4.4  

cij,al mean of freight distribution is stimulating the rise of 
- 

.'  

manufacturing in the suburbs aiong-majortrafficways. ,.. 

-:.-

- "The report on 'Freight and the Metropolis' buttresses a 

- r,rimary thesis of the ReaionalPlan's'Harvard Study," Norton said,. 
-4'- .4 - - - .4 

"Through 1985 the New York Region will continue as the nation's 

'nuxrzber one metropolis. It will grow rapidly in absolute terms-

-.  

.-eventhough sonieother--major metropolitan areas may grow:atan even 

faster rate .: The .report theauresthe threat of 'the St. Lawrence 
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Seaway by estimating that over the net 25 çears it will capture 
-4.. •,.,)-'' 44.-,  

4 about'2percent of ' thC;'New Yrkjtegjoflts share he nation's ocean-
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borne general cargoes. This is partly because it does not appear 
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that the Great Lakes' ports'wi11 develop comparable freight 

r.t 

;-handling, 1financing and other facilities.- Another contributing 
, -p --; ' ....--'- i -" 4-,'. - '2--'" 
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factor is that bulk cargoes, n0tab1y-iron ore. and grain; most 
- ..- S - S 

likely' to be shipped via the Seaway, are not important here. : 

' "The New York Port is great not only because of its magnificent 
4,.".'  
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-,natural setting, its ,-, physical facilities and labor supply, but  

'alsobecause4 of . its -highly specialized- freight forwarding,handling . 
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2. and financing services unmatched elsewhere in the nation. Every 
• '' "-4, - "-'-' ' '.. ' - ''.. 

effort should be made to improve these services and to provide --

-'-4an effective regional environment for ,. their operation.This is 

such developments as the WorldTrade Center, proposed by the , 

.•.-  

Downtown-Lower Manhattan7Association and under detailed study by the 4 , 
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Port.ofNewYork Authority, are so esseñtial.In 'It ,  

'The report by Dr' Benjamin Chinitz underscoresthe need of 

,. special handling of an increasing number of the Region's products 

-by 
' " - -' '' ' ''• - - - • S 4• 4.''4 

air. freight. This, in turn, emphasizes the need for developing c 
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the regional major airport systenv'so it' will be 4- capabl of handling 

" :. •I:--'-. '-" ;:', 

a growing vólunie of -cargo jét;aircraft.  
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"The 'Freight ' alyiis'.stressés the, increasing , us'ef 'tucks 

to carry, Region-made goods.' -Two-thirds of.freight shipped  
- '- s, . • - ... - a. .,,, .s - ..' 

the Region's manufacturing plants rides a truck. This figurer.' ," 

' j includes practically all the freight produced and shipped to points 

within the Region plus about one-half of the freight exported from .> 
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the Region by land. Thus, the truck has superseded other means '-of 

trarisportforfreightwhich does not get beyondthe bordérsof "the,'!.,: 
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Tn-State Metropolitan Region and handles as much freight to 

cltLes outside5 I — 
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Arend which can be seen throughout the Region to locate manufacturing 
4-' 

plants along new trafficways. Furthermore, it makes clear why, the 

Region's older, central areas--if they expect to'i increase their manu-

., - 

facturing employment--must push through .a. system of internal express-

ways in conjunction with plans for new industrial ireas. 

"For example, the Harrard Report projects gains for Staten 

Island as the result of the Narrows Bridge and connecting expressways. 
r 7 

It predictseven greater industrial growth in New Jersey's Moninouth, 

Middlesex, Somerset and Morris counties as new circumferential 

expressways are built. 

"Finally, Dr. Chinitz points', out the llnportance ?of''piggy-back' 

(hauling truck trailers on railroad flatcars)and 'fishy-back' 
4- 6-
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(carrying truck trailers in shxps)to the Region's over-all economy. 

;44' -- .. - .-.'-:2- 4  
- These systems combine the special advantages of rail, ship, and 
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trick. They tend to reduce freight'carrying costs for long haul 

.Mr Norton' concluded by'saying;- "It is clear from thisreort 
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that technological improvements in transportation and the locations 

of major freight'handling facilities are creating new industrial 

.ndcommercial patterns jhich-should'be fitted crefullyinto the 

Region. Ai ports terminals, marine facilities, as well as 

the Region's highway andrailroad network must meet . tomorrow's 

in the fashion' that RPA! 1929 Plan of New Yo r' k' and Its Environs 
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