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j' Addressingtoday's session of the American Association the 
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Advance,of Science sponsored by therAssociatlon of American Geographers at. 

the Waldorf Astoria on "The New York Metropolitan Region of the Future," 

C. - McKim -Norton,'Executive Vice President of;theRegionalPlanAssociation-
V • a- f 1_ - - 4-
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said, "Estimates recentlymade for;our Association.byHarvardUniversityS-

_;-'-  

4New' York Metropolitan Region Study,-.-indicate -that athe Region's p0pu1at10n 

-w1llexpand dramatically in the next three decades from its present 16 
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million people- to 24 millionror half again its present size, tIn the next 

4r, 
generation,- in other , wernayexpect to add tothe. 22-countyregion 
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a larger population than is now found in Chicago and itsenvirons. None 
'V " 4-a,- ' '. • " ' ,a- 5' " 4-" ." " a- .' aaa,a V.a .a-.- 'a-- a'. .' 

of this growth is expected tooccur in the core ofthe Region, the New York,,.'..,,., 
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City-Hudson County area. Instead, the Harvard Studies estimate the,8 million 

addid pe&ple"will be located in todaPs suburbia andexurbi.a," '- 

"This rate of growth amounts to almost 300,000 'people each year — 

morea- peple than present-day Miami,Florida. It is predicted that our 

-t-f''•'- a-. ..-, -:%- - ,., - 

suburban areas will'-continue -to grow in the manner in which they have grown 
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since ;the end of World War II If this is the case,' the expected growth 

in terms of housing and factories, shopping centers and office buildings, 

community facilities and tiansportat ion- facilities will require no less than 

2000 square miles of our Region's remaining open land This means a doubling 

of the extent of the Region's urban development, as we know it today. It 

means that every three years we shall add to the ' egion the equivalent 

óf today's  Essex County including theOranges, Montclair and allthe other 

Essex municipalities. This is because of the new ways in which we are 

building urban settlement as the result of our automobile civilization 

900 each family in the Region used -on -'the average only  

of an acre of land for living, working and recreation. Today.the Region's 

knew growth is eating up raw land atthe rate of one acre for keach added 

family. 

"This anticipated form of regional growth raises many problems 
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Probably the most acute of them is the vast network of highways which must : 

Ube built:to make 1it possible for such widely disbured factories,,shoppingg-

centers and homestobe linked together. Mass transportation by rail and 

busis undoubtedly much more efficient than the automobile as a means of 
- 

,carrying .people from home to work Such means of transportation are only 

,possible,-however, where there are great concentrations of workers such 

_,,.-* ,•. 

.--.. as in downtown Manhattan or downtown Newark.,-" 
6-

"A second and equally pressing problem will-bethepreservation 

cf reasonable amounts of open space for recreation and conservation The 

implicatio'isof the estimates of future ' regional development scattered across 

L . 

the countryside from Princeton to Poughkeepsie to the eastern parts of Long 

'- Island ; is'one of an approaching -shortage of land.' - 

"Serious considerationshould be given;to reasonable, alternatives 

to",this projected pattern of regional growth One such alternative is to 
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evelopment into a more efficient patt11 -ern than the Harvard Study predicts 
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