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Charting the Path to College Transfer: The Role of CBOs 
Four of every five entering community college students seek to transfer and earn at least a bachelor’s degree. 

However, only a small fraction of community college students who intend to transfer make it through to a 

bachelor’s degree.i The often unclear and complex nature of the college transfer process can be one of the factors 

that derail a student’s plans. Support from trusted and competent advisors can make the difference. 

Community-based organizations (CBOs) tend to remain in students’ lives during their post-secondary careers and 

can play a key role in demystifying the college transfer process. 

Since 2007, PASE has been committed to building the knowledge and capacity of CBOs to support first generation 

college students to and through college. In the past few years, our learning edge has focused on college transfer, an 

area that has the potential to greatly impact baccalaureate attainment rates.   

We began this investigation in 2020, through a generous grant from the Teagle Foundation, to identify challenges 

and opportunities for CBOs supporting students through the college transfer process. Our findings from several 

reflections on practice discussions and a forum were summarized in a project brief. 

The next iteration of this commitment, Charting the Path to College Transfer: The Role of CBOs, will focus on 

disseminating data and research, creating a learning community of field colleagues, and sharing promising practices 

for successful college transfers. We are grateful to the William R. Kenan, Jr. Charitable Trust for their generous 

support of this work. 

Project Components 
Learning Community.  Convene a cohort of youth-serving community-based organizations to participate in a 

learning community. Learning community members will share challenges and lessons, identify common trends, and 

will participate in knowledge and skill-building workshops to inform their work supporting youth through the college 

transfer process. 

Field Scan. Conduct a field scan with community-based organizations to collect information about college transfer 

caseloads, challenges, and demographics. 

Advisory Committee. Partner with field experts to identify leading insights and resources around the topic of 

college transfer. 

Transfer Guide for CBOs. Identify promising strategies and practices for CBOs seeking to support students 

through college transfer. Develop and disseminate a guide for the afterschool field.   

Workshop Series. Host a workshop series focusing on demystifying college transfer, on understanding the pitfalls 

and strategies, and sharing key resources and practices with the field. 

Forums. Host an annual citywide college forum, focusing on effective CBO and college partnerships for successful 

transfer outcomes. 

 

i Community College Research Center (2021, July). Policy Fact Sheet Community College Transfer 
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