
 

 

 

The Honorable James W. Ziglar, OStJ, is Senior Counsel at the 

Washington, D.C. law firm of Van Ness Feldman, where he advises clients 

and colleagues on legal and public policy issues.  Mr. Ziglar has over 50 

years of experience in law, finance, management, government and 

education.   

From 1998 to 2001, Mr. Ziglar was Sergeant at Arms of the United States 

Senate, a position in which he served as the Senate’s chief operating 

officer, chief protocol officer and chief law enforcement officer. He left 

that post in 2001 when President George W. Bush nominated him, and he 

was confirmed unanimously by the U.S. Senate, as Commissioner of the Immigration and 

Naturalization Service, a position he held until December 2002 when the INS was dissolved and 

its missions transferred to the new Department of Homeland Security.  Mr. Ziglar served as 

Assistant Secretary of the Interior for Water and Science during the Reagan Administration.   

Mr. Ziglar has practiced law for a total of 18 years, beginning his legal career as a law clerk to 

U.S. Supreme Court Justice Harry A. Blackmun. He later was Distinguished Visiting Professor 

of Law at the George Washington University Law School, where he taught immigration law, and 

he was a Resident Fellow at Harvard University’s John F. Kennedy School of Government 

Institute of Politics, focused on U.S. immigration policy.  Mr. Ziglar worked on Wall Street for a 

total of 17 years as an investment banker in the public finance area.  From 2005 to 2008, Mr. 

Ziglar was President and CEO of Cross Match Technologies, a leading global provider of 

biometric technologies and security solutions. 

Mr. Ziglar presently serves as Chairman of the Board of the Migration Policy Institute, an 

international think tank on immigration and migration policy.  He serves also as a Trustee of the 

Lost Tree Chapel in North Palm Beach, FL, and a member of the Board of Advisers of the Ellis 

Island Honor Society.  He is a Director of Forward Industries, Inc. and of Integrated Biometrics, 

Inc.    

Mr. Ziglar is a member of the bars of New York, Virginia, Arizona, and the District of 

Columbia.  He and his wife, Linda, OStJ, have been married for 53 years, and have three sons 

and nine grandchildren.  

 

 


