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MESSAGE FROM THE PRIOR
Dear Fellow Confrères,

Greetings from London, where I 
have just landed in preparation for 
TEC (The Executive Committee) and 
OHAC (Order Honors and Awards 
Committee) meetings of the Order.  
The sun is shining, and it is a balmy 
38 degrees!

In the last week I had my regular meetings with Sir Andrew 
Cash, Chairman of the St John Eye Hospital Group (SJEHG), 
and Dr. Ahmad Ma’ali, CEO.  We all continue to pray for a new 
peace in the Holy Land as we respond to the current trials and 
challenges, and continue to ensure that the helping hand of 
the Order of St John serves the needs of our Lords the sick and 
the poor effectively and efficiently.  Ahmad reports:

Gaza

All our staff remain displaced and living in the south of 
the Gaza Strip.  There are some talks to reach a ceasefire 
agreement which we hope this might happen in the next 
two weeks.

We have a three-phase medical response plan which 
will be starting as soon as there is a ceasefire.  Phase 
one will involve primary eye care and basic public 
heath interventions.  Second phase will focus on 
diabatic retinopathy treatment.  Phase three will involve 
rehabilitation of the Hospital and the provision of 
surgical services.

We have submitted an application to the Israeli Authorities 
to secure permission to transport the needed medications 
and equipment for phase one of the plan.  We hope 
to receive this next week. Our interventions will be 
coordinated with the World Health Organization (WHO).

Nablus

We are in the final stages of preparing the tender 
documents for the construction build-out.  Parallel to this, 
we are now looking at procurement of medical equipment 
etc.  It is expected that we should be fully functional in 
Nablus by October 2024.

We continue with our U.S. Priory project to establish a pilot 
“First Aid in Schools” program at an Episcopal Boys School 
in New York City, and are working with Ambassador Paul 
Beresford-Hill from the Order of Malta (and also a Member 
of the Order of St John), who has received the green light 

from the Grand Master of the Order 
of Malta to establish a first aid 
program in conjunction with the 
Superintendent of Schools in New 
York.  We are fortunate to have the 
written materials and the guidance 
of the Priory in New Zealand as 
we undertake this exciting new 
endeavor.

Led by our Chancellor Ellen 
LeCompte, our Priory has just held 
our third annual Leadership Retreat.  
This year the Regional Co-Chairs 
of all 20 Regions across the U.S. 
were invited.  We had 35 of the 40 
co-chairs in attendance.  Together 
we focused on the sharing of ideas 
and best practices and “deepening 
regional benches” to ensure seamless 
succession plans.

After the receipt last year of USD 
$500,000 grant from the Conrad N. 
Hilton Foundation to launch the 
pediatric screening program in the 
Holy Land, we were encouraged to 
submit a nomination for the 2025 
Hilton Humanitarian Prize—a $2.5 
million grant.  The U.S. Priory is 
nominating the Hospital Group to 
be the recipient of the prize and is 
working with the team at the hospital 
on our submission.  

Our U.S. Priory Women’s Forum continues to grow; last year 
we started the Women’s Forum Speaker Series.  Last month 
this featured one of our own Members, Susie Hoganson, an 
accomplished executive in the corporate, non-profit, and 
philanthropic worlds.  Please remember, while this speaker 
series is an initiative of the Women’s Forum, our entire 
membership is invited to attend these sessions. 

We have just updated our “Safeguarding” policy, which in the 
U.S. is known as our Harassment Policy.  This updated policy 
has been posted to both our internal and external websites.  

THE ORDER OF ST JOHN2Eyes on the Future • Vol. 5, No. 2

Michele Blair 
Executive Director

Carey Hollensteiner 
Member Services and Events Director

Mi Ae Taylor 
Program Associate

Daniel P. Reany, OStJ, Chairman
David Boven, PhD, CStJ
Bita Esmaeli, M.D., OStJ
Carol Hunter, OStJ 

Steve Leland, MStJ
Charles Mosteller, M.D., CStJ

1850 M Street, NW, Suite 1070 
Washington DC 20036-5856 
Tel: 202-510-9691 
ID#: 13-6161455 
E-mail: prioryUSA@saintjohn.org

PRIORY STAFF OFFICE INFORMATION COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE

We all continue 
to pray for a 
new peace in 
the Holy Land 
as we respond 
to the current 
trials and 
challenges, 
and continue to 
ensure that the 
helping hand 
of the Order of 
St John serves 
the needs our 
Lords the sick 
and the poor 
effectively and 
efficiently.
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mailto:prioryUSA%40saintjohn.org?subject=


THE ORDER OF ST JOHN3Eyes on the Future • Vol. 5, No. 2

BILSAN’S STORY
Bilsan’s full story is included in the Highlights newsletter sent 
by Saint John Eye Hospital Group.  

Due to restricted movements from the West Bank to Jerusalem, 
the Hospital initiated the Vision Screening Program in refuge 
camps to reach people in need.

Bilsan was screened by the outreach team.  The 11-year-old’s 
vision was impaired, though her family was unaware of the 
impairment until the screening.  After a referral and visit to 
our ophthalmologist at SJEH Hebron Hospital, Bilsan received 
glasses and can now see much better.  

HOSPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
Our friends at St John Eye Hospital Group sent the U.S. Priory a 
special Highlights newsletter to thank Members for the outstanding 
work done through Priory contributions, and to update us on the 
effect of October 7 attacks and the subsequent war.

The newsletter, which can be found here includes updates on the 
U.S. Priory Cataract Surgery Initiatives, the Child Vision Screening 
Program, outreach services, the retinopathy screening initiative, the 
Kufor Aqab Clinic, and the planned Nablus Day Hospital.  

Highlights

Inside this 
Newsletter
- Cataract Initiative in Gaza

- Child Vision Screening 
Programme & Outreach

- Nablus Project

- Kufor Aqab Clinic

- Retinopathy of 
Prematurity Screening 
Initiative 

2
December 2023

Special Newsletter for the the Priory in the USA of the Order of 
St John
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E 
#

https://s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/priory-usa/documents/SJEHG-Highlights-for-the-US-Priory-December-2023.pdf
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AN OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE
In a single day last year, hundreds of Confrères across the 
country rolled up their sleeves and went to work, not at their 
jobs or tackling projects around the house, but instead by 
serving our Lords the sick and the poor.  The first National Day 
of Service for the U.S. Priory on May 20, 2023, resulted in 
Members connecting in new ways with local charitable entities 
and each other.  It was a day of discovering the needs of fellow 
citizens who are often overlooked and the many opportunities 
available to lighten their burdens. 

The St John Volunteer Corps in the United States was 
formally established in 2013, and has grown in the number of 
participants and the hours donated every year since then.  The 
number and variety of organizations approved for volunteer 

hours has also expanded to reflect the specific needs of 
each Region.  Last year, Prior Nigel Heath asked Members to 
find opportunities to engage in hands-on activities in their 
communities.  To be sure, serving on non-profit boards and 
making donations is important, however we can never truly 
understand the challenges and needs of charities and the 
people they serve unless we spend time doing the work that 
they do.

Last year, Confrères in San Francisco and Mobile volunteered in 
food pantries.  Volunteers in the North Carolina Region spent 
the day working at an urban farm.  In Boston, Confrères served 
meals to about 60 homeless veterans.  Other non-profits 
approved for service include Habitat for Humanity and entities 
providing services for veterans. 

If you would like to volunteer your time with a charity not  
yet approved by SJVC, there is a form available on the 
saintjohn.org website to begin the approval process.  After 
logging in, click the St John Volunteer Corps tab at the left of 
the page.  The Activity Proposal Form is at the bottom of that 
page.  It may take a few weeks to work through the approval 
process, so fill out the one-page form and submit it as soon 
as possible if you would like your volunteer activity to be 
included in the 2024 National Day of Service, which will be 
held Saturday, May 18th.

Be sure to order a SJVC apron to wear on the National Day 
of Service and any time you volunteer on behalf of the 
Order.  It is an outward symbol of the commitment to serve 

the vulnerable, and an easy way for people to identify SJVC 
volunteers.  Questions about the aprons also provide an 
opening to inform the curious about the Order of St John and 
its mission. 

Submitting volunteer hours is now quite easy. Just log in to 
the Member Dashboard on the website, and you will find a 
SJVC Service Hours link on the left side of the page.  This is 
also where you will find all the organizations approved for 
service across the country.  Whatever your skill level, there is 
an organization in your region that could use the collective 
energy of a group of willing hearts and hands.  

During last year’s Day of Service, volunteers in multiple Regions 
helped our Lords, the sick and the poor, through food pantries, 
an urban farm, the Habitat for Humanity ReStore, outreaches to 
veterans, and more.

http://saintjohn.org
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WORKING WITH OUR SOVEREIGN MILITARY ORDER OF MALTA (SMOM) 
SISTERS AND BROTHERS
The Alliance Orders of St John all stem from the same root 
1,000 years ago and continue today serving those in need 
around the world.  Each Order has different strengths and 
expertise in differing geographies.  U.S. Prior, Nigel Heath, KStJ, 
created new positions of Liaison Officers for SMOM and the 
Johanniterorden when he became Prior.  Paul Martin, CStJ, 
serves as the SMOM Liaison Officer.

“Over the course of the past year, and especially since the 
outbreak of war in the Holy Land, our Priory has renewed 
and strengthened its ties with the Sovereign Military Order 
of Malta both in the United States and worldwide,” Paul said.  
“The Prior and I have met with H.E. Michele Burke-Bowe, DM, 
the Order of Malta’s Ambassador to Palestine, who shared her 
concerns of the impacts of the war on the Holy Family Hospital 
in Bethlehem and our hospitals in Gaza and East Jerusalem.  
We explored immediate opportunities for mutual support and 
how both Orders could support our hospitals with assistance 
and diplomatic intervention.  The Prior also spoke with 
H.E. Fra’ Emmanuel Rousseau, Grand Commander of the Order 
of Malta, who is based in Rome.”  

The Prior and Paul also met with H.E. Ambassador Paul 
Beresford-Hill, KM, KStJ, Permanent Observer to the Order 
of Malta to the United Nations in New York, to discuss the 
ongoing hostilities in the Holy Land and the diplomatic 
interventions at the United Nations.  “Ambassador Beresford-
Hill was able to share extensive information concerning 
diplomatic efforts in the General Assembly and at the Security 
Council to bring about an immediate ceasefire in Gaza,” 
Paul said.  

During New York meetings with Ambassador Beresford-Hill 
and Mr. Ken Craig, KM, the newly elected President of the 
Order of Malta American Association, the Prior talked about 
two new and exciting initiatives with the Order of Malta.  “We 
discussed a role at the United Nations SMOM Permanent 
Mission for a member of our Priory to be part of discussions 
in respect of the Holy Land and the provision of medical 
services provided by the St John Eye Hospital Group,” the Prior 
said.  “Ambassador Beresford-Hill recently reported to us that 
this important initiative was approved in Rome by His Most 
Eminent Highness, Fra’ John Dunlap, Grand Master of the 
Order of Malta.” 

The Prior also continued ongoing discussions and planning 
with Ambassador Beresford-Hill and Mr. Craig concerning 
our initiative to implement St John First Aid programs in 
grade schools in the United States.  “We are forming a joint 
steering committee of our Priory and SMOM representatives 
to accelerate implementation of these programs, initially in 
schools in New York City,” the Prior said.

On October 12 and 13, 2023, Members of our Priory joined 
Members of the Order of Malta for Evensong commemorating 

the Feast of our founder, Blessed Gerard at churches in San 
Francisco, Boston, St. Louis and Dallas.  These were services of 
prayer, scripture and sacred music followed by fellowship.  The 
President of the American Association said Members of the 
Order of Malta who attended Evensong in Boston remarked on 
the beauty of the music.  

As 2023 came to a close, the Prior and Paul Martin met virtually 
with senior leadership of Malteser International, the worldwide 
emergency relief services arm of the Order of Malta based 
in Cologne, Germany.  This was followed in early 2024 with a 
meeting in San Francisco with John McInnerney, KM, President 
of Malteser International Americas to learn more about the 
extensive emergency relief and health services of the Order of 
Malta in the Western Hemisphere. 

Martin said, “Our cooperation with the Order of Malta springs 
from a shared faith and a fervent desire to relieve the suffering 
of our Lords, the sick and the poor.  Our common efforts are also 
grounded in faith and in prayer.  Our extensive networking 
with the Order of Malta during the past year promises to 
expand cooperation between our two Orders both in the Holy 
Land where our hospitals lend mutual support, and here in 
the United States where St John is continuing to expand its 
volunteer corps.”  

Caption (L-R):  Justin Carpentier, KM; Ahmad Ma’ali, CEO, St John 
Eye Hospital Group; H.E. Michele Burke Bowe, DM, Ambassador 
of the Order of Malta to Palestine; Deacon Michael J. Stankewicz, 
Executive Director of the SMOM Federal Association
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ARE YOU A MEMBER OF THE MURISTAN SOCIETY?
The Muristan Society is the planned giving and legacy 

program of the U.S. Priory.  Its mission is to strengthen 
and expand the Priory and its support of St. John of 

Jerusalem Eye Hospital Group.  Recently, the Muristan 
Society Committee made the decision to amend 
its application form to state that all estate gifts 
regardless of amount or revocability are welcome.  
Although the new form, a Declaration of Intent, 
replaces the previous pledge agreement, current 
Muristan Society members are “grandfathered” in 

and do not need to complete the new form.

Those seeking 
membership in the 

Muristan Society are invited 
to complete the new Declaration 

of Intent by requesting a copy from the Priory office or 
downloading a copy from the Priory website by accessing 
the Muristan Society link.  Once the requested paperwork 
is completed and submitted to the Priory office, a welcome 
letter will follow.  Each new member will receive an attractive 
Muristan Society tie or scarf.  Current membership in the 
Society stands at 131 including the recent addition of four 
members.  Further details about the Muristan Society may 
be viewed on the Priory website or by contacting Muristan 
Society Committee Chair The Rev’d Robert Windsor at 
rgroverw@gmail.com.  

We continue to make a real difference 
saving eyesight and lives of our Lords 
the sick and the poor, through the 
policies and practices of our Priory 
both across the world through the 
St John of Jerusalem Eye Hospital 
group and here at home in our 
local communities with our St John 
Volunteer Corps (SJVC).

Our second annual SJVC National 
Day of Service is Saturday, May 18, 
2024.  Our regional leadership is 

arranging for a range of community service opportunities 
across the country—something for each one of us to honor 

our Pro Utlitate Hominum commitment.  Your Regional Co-
Chairs will be letting you know what activities have been 
arranged in your individual regions.  While our Confrères serve 
throughout the year, on this one day we aim to serve as one 
giant team across the country, united by love in action and 
holding out a helping hand to those who need our support. 

As we look forward to the emergence of spring and the 
renewal that it brings, our healing thoughts and prayers 
continue to be with our Sovereign Head King Charles III and 
his complete recovery.  

Pro Fide, Pro Utilitate Hominum, 
Nigel G. Heath, KStJ 
Prior

MESSAGE FROM THE PRIOR continued from page 2

Our second 
annual SJVC 
National Day 
of Service is 
Saturday, 
May 18, 2024

mailto:rgroverw%40gmail.com?subject=
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PRO FIDE

When you read or hear the words 
“What is your calling?”  Or perhaps “He 
was called to this work...,” or “She has 
a special calling to” do such and such.  
What first comes to mind?

Do you think of nuns?  Monks?  Priests and Pastors?  What if I 
suggested to you that “you” have a calling, regardless of which 
vocational path you take?  German Protestant theologian, 
Martin Luther used the word “beruf” to point beyond one’s 
work as a mere “job,” to more of a vocation.  The suggestion 
was that whether one be a baker or candlestick maker, horse 
trader or priest, homemaker or day trader, lawyer or real estate 
broker—each could, in and of themselves, be a “vocation,” 
a “calling.”

One of his first precepts was to reject the idea that only 
clergy had a “calling” on their life.  Indeed, there were those 
who were called to special and ordained orders—monastics, 
deacons, priests, bishops, virgins and widows in Luther’s time.  
But, pointing to several places in Scripture, Luther made the 
point that in reality, all people who follow God in Christ are 
“priests.”  Among those passages, Luther would have included 
I Peter 2:9; “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a 
holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare 
the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His 
wonderful light.”

During the reign of Roman Emperor Marcus Aurelius, one 
major critic of Christianity was the self-proclaimed intellectual 
Celsus, who wrote of Christians, “...If you really wish to know 
the truth, leave your teachers and your father, and go with the 
women and the children to the women’s quarters, or to the 
cobbler’s shop, or to the tannery, and there you will learn the 
perfect life.  It is thus that these Christians find those who will 
believe them.” 1

The dig that Celsus was making at the early Christian 
movement was that it was not necessarily in their churches or 
Bible studies or prayer gatherings that Christianity was chiefly 
made known, but in their everyday life and work.  It was not 
the wisest or best trained that shared the faith, but simply 
those who had experienced it—common folk sharing it in and 
through their common life.

One of my most interesting experiences in my seminary 
training was coming to know some people, who after the first 
year or two, realized that they already had a calling by virtue 
of their conversion and baptism into the Church.  Indeed, the 
proclamation of the Church is that Christians are people so 
moved by the core message of the Christian Gospel that they 
will seek to live its hope in whatever endeavor they call their 
“work.” 

Indeed, offering ourselves to the new birth that Christ gives 
to all who follow Him, enables us to live out an increasingly 
energetic and selfless vocation of service in whatever arena we 
find ourselves.     

So my fellow Confrère, while I may be called to be a priest, 
and that is, for now at least, where I intend to live out my 
commitment to working for the Kingdom, another may, in fact, 
be “called” into the vocation of real estate, or homemaking, or 
landscaping, or engineering.  I often tell my accountant what 
a wonderful ministry he has.  At year’s end, I bring a “pile ’o 
papers” to him, and almost magically (certainly giftedly) they 
are compiled, arranged, compressed and prepared in a way 
I could NEVER have done.  It is a great work—a great gift—a 
great ministry.

Frederick Buechner writes that the definition of vocation is 
the place where your great gifts and the world’s deep need 
come together and God’s response is one of great joy.  If that 
is the match you are living—give thanks to God.  If not, pray 
for insight into what your real calling may be.  When you find 
it, then I invite you to live out Paul’s words to the Christians 
of Colossae, “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as 
working for the Lord...” (Col. 3:23) and come to know the real joy 
of your calling.

Half of our motto, of course, is Pro Fide, “For the Faith.”  But that 
motto applies not to (for lack of a better word...), “Churchy” 
things alone.... 

What does that mean practically?  You may know that when 
gifted musician G.F. Handel finished one of his pieces, he 
would write the three letters... “S.D.G,” for “Soli Deo Gloria,” 
(translation, “...to the Glory of God Alone...”).  If an artist, may 
you paint “Soli Deo Gloria...,”  If you are an attorney, before you 
stand to open your case, or bring your closing argument, may 
you pray, “Soli Deo Gloria....,” If a surgeon—the same prayer 
before you make your first cut, or as you finish your final stitch, 
if an office manager—the same prayer at the end of each 
meeting; and so on. 

But—here is an invitation—a serious one, as these are 
serious times for our work together... may each and every 
effort on behalf of our Order at home and abroad, in our 
neighborhoods, our worshipping communities—our 
households—may what we do be done “Soli Deo Gloria,” to 
the Glory of God... when it is, of this you may be sure—it will 
not just be good work, it will be God’s work—whenever and 
wherever you do it—and you will, by God’s grace, be fulfilling 
your calling.

Pro Fide

The Rev. Russell J. Levenson, Jr., D.Min., D.D., OStJ 
Sub-Prelate

What is your “calling?”


