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MESSAGE FROM THE PRIOR
ONE T-H-O-U-S-A-N-D YEARS. 

One T H O U S A N D years!  As 
Russ, our Sub-Prelate reflects in his 
article below, that’s 10 centuries; a 
passage of time that is hard for us to 
comprehend.  HOWEVER, that is how 
long ago our Order began its tradition 
of caring for our Lords the sick and the 
poor—1,000 years! 

At the end of this year, I will 
be honored to represent our 
Priory in Jerusalem as part of the 
celebration for this remarkable 
milestone.  Together with many of 
its international representatives, 
our worldwide Order will look to 
the future, maybe not in 1,000 year 
increments, but rest assured, we are 
as true today as we were a thousand 
years ago; fulfilling our promise and 
commitment.  For the Faith and In 
Service to Humanity—Pro Fide, Pro 
Utilitate Hominum.

Earlier this month, Chapter (the 
governing board of the Priory), 
gathered at our national office in 
Washington, DC, to welcome and 
on-board new Chapter members.  
We spent a very productive time 
examining subjects such as our 
Strategic Plan, fiduciary duties, audit 
and the skillsets that we individually 
can contribute to our Priory.  A “Young 

Member” position has been added to our Chapter to better 
hear and understand the desires and needs of this important 
and growing part of our community.

During the recent virtual “Young Members and the Prior” 
meeting, we discussed service opportunities for our Members 
and the difficulty of scheduling regular commitments with 
their time challenges of family, homework, careers, etc.  It was 
suggested that one-off intensive activities might be a better 

option for some.  Simon Boyd, Chapter member and also a 
young Member, is exploring a joint service opportunity in 
Romania, packing containers for Ukraine with our brothers and 
sisters from The Sovereign Military Order of Malta (SMOM) and 
the Johanniterorden.  Please contact Simon at simonboyd@
icloud.com if you would like to participate in this multi-
national, multi-cultural initiative.

As I write this article, high temperatures here in Northern 
California approach the 90s, while I am packing for a trip 
“south”, for this year’s Grand Council in Queenstown, on the 
south island of New Zealand.  There they are slowly emerging 
from winter, with lows in the mid 30s and some snow still 
on the ground.  Another fact it is hard for me to get my 
head around!

Grand Council brings together colleagues from around the 
St John world—including most of the 11 Priories, some 
Associations and Commanderies and the Order’s Great 
Officers.  Collectively as Confrères we will support each other 
as we share best practices and lessons learned, and continue 
our remarkable persistence and dedication to serving our 
Lords the sick and the poor for the next ONE T-H-O-U-S-A-N-D 
YEARS. 

I hope to see and meet you personally in Los Angeles next 
month at our service of Investiture and Rededication.  As 
Confrères of the U.S. Priory, we will welcome and embrace our 
new Members and rededicate ourselves to our commitment to 
the Order and its work.

Together, we are making a real difference in the lives of real 
people.  In the last thousand years, we have brought hope 
to MILLIONS of the most vulnerable and ignored around 
the world. 

Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is 
not arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is 
not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing 
but rejoices with the truth.  Love bears all things, believes all 
things, hopes all things, endures all things.... Love never ends.

Pro Fide, Pro Utilitate Hominum, 
Nigel G. Heath, KStJ 
Prior
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CELEBRATING 1,000 YEARS OF SERVICE
The scale of a millennium compared to a human life makes it 
an almost unimaginable unit of time.  The Order of St John’s 
origins can be found in 1023, closer to the life of Jesus than 
to our own time.  That was the year merchants from the 
Amalfi region of the Italian peninsula received permission 
from the Abbasid Caliph to rebuild an earlier Jerusalem 
hospital.  They dedicated the hospital to St John the 
Almoner and flew a banner with the 8-pointed white cross 
of their homeland.

This hospital was the seed from which the Order of St John 
would grow.  Pilgrims continued to arrive in Jerusalem 
to worship at the holiest sites of the Abrahamic religions.  
Whether they were Christians, Jews, or Muslims, when 
these pilgrims fell ill, they could find help at this hospital.  
By 1070, Blessed Gerard was in charge of this facility at 
Muristan.  He was a lay brother of the Benedictine Order 
and would serve in his role at the hospital for nearly half 
a century.  Gerard’s successor, Raymond DuPuy helped to 
make sure the new Order was properly organized and had 
a functional constitution.  It was also during DuPuy’s time 
as Grand Master that the Order added a military function to 
its work with the sick and poor.  Beginning in the 1130s, the 
Hospitallers began construction of a string of castles on the 
pilgrim trail from Europe into Jerusalem.

This militarization would continue as the rise and fall of 
the Crusader States made the Hospitallers position more 
precarious and their service indispensable.  The loss of 
Jerusalem to forces led by the sultan of Egypt in 1244 left a 
lasting impact on the community there.  By 1291, Mamluk 
forces from Syria and Egypt had forced Europeans out 
of their stronghold at Acre.  This was the beginning of a 
long period of wandering exile for the Hospitaller Order of 
St John.  After interludes in Cyprus, Rhodes and Malta, the 

The Blessed Gerard spent his life caring for the sick and the poor.

The Blessed Gerard’s skull has been kept in Valletta, Malta, since 
1749.

continued on page 4

An early St John Ambulance
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Order found itself in a position that would eventually lead to 
a Charter for the Order of St John by HM Queen Victoria.

Before orchestrating his appointment as Consul and 
Emperor in France, Napoleon Bonaparte was able to finally 
defeat the Hospitaller Order, by now known as the Order 
of Malta, and force them out of Malta in 1798.  It was this 
defeat that led to both the modern Order of Malta and 
Order of St John.  With the Hospitallers homeless by the 
1820s, some French knights tried to revive their military role 
serving Christians by supporting a Greek revolt against the 
Turks.  Some English men were offered membership in the 
Order of Malta irrespective of their religious denomination 
and affiliation and they tried to formally revive the English 
“Langue” of the Order.  When the leadership of the Order 
of Malta turned down this effort, the English Knights had 
to decide whether to disband, or to find some way to 
serve.  So this group of men wearing black robes decided 

to do something useful.  In the 1860s, they provide food 
for hospital patients around England.  They instituted 
the Lifesaving Medal in 1874, and most importantly, they 
established the St John Ophthalmic Hospital in Jerusalem in 
1888.  Creation of the St John Ambulance Association and 

CELEBRATING 1,000 YEARS OF SERVICE continued from page 3

A hospitaller in an illuminated medieval manuscript

CELEBRATING SERVICE IN THE GULF COAST 
REGION 

From Mardi Gras to Gasparilla, the Gulf Coast has a long 
tradition of elaborate celebrations, so when it came 
time to consider how best to commemorate 1,000 
years of service by the Order, Gulf Coast Confrères 
knew it was a gala-worthy event.  The Millennium Gala 
is scheduled for Friday, December 8, in the Crystal 
Ballroom of Mobile’s historic Battle House Hotel.  
Details are still being finalized, but we have confirmed 
the presence of national and regional dignitaries, 
an elegant reception and a seated dinner followed 
by dancing.  Invitations will be mailed to Members 
throughout the South, but Confrères from across 
the country are invited to attend this celebration of 
1,000 years of service to our Lords the sick and the poor. 
Details will be added to the website as soon as they are 
available. 

An engraving of Grandmaster Raymond du Puy

continued on page 5
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the St John Ambulance Brigade in the 19th century rounded 
out the efforts of this new Order.

The Order of St John unsuccessfully petitioned for a Royal 
Charter in 1861 and again in 1873.  But the addition of new 
members to its rolls in the 1870s and 1880s meant that the 
Order had growing clout and position.  These noteworthy 
members included the Prince and Princess of Wales, Princess 
Louise, and the Queen of Sweden and Norway.  Finally, the 
Order of St John was officially sanctioned when it received a 
Royal Charter in 1888.

With 1,000 years moving through the mists of history, it’s 
easy to dismiss the connection between these original 
brothers and our own service a millennium later.  In 2002, 
the Grand Council accepted that while “our” Order of St John 
is not the same body as the original Hospitallers, there is an 
unbroken factual connection between the original Order 
and our Order.  For the last 1,000 years, the Order’s story has 
been one of expanding opportunities to serve, with more 
people involved, more places represented and more sites at 

which to serve.  As the Hospitaller tradition moves into its 
second millennium, the Priory in the USA looks forward to 
even more growth and more chances to work together in 
the service of humanity.  

Sumoud was born with cataracts and nearly blind.  Her 
grandmother, Fadiya, was with her at St John Eye Hospital, and 
witnessed her seeing for the first time.

CELEBRATING 1,000 YEARS OF SERVICE continued from page 4

Ophthalmic surgery nurse Razan Mujahed cares for a patient at 
St John Eye Hospital

MILLENNIAL SUMMIT

The St John of Jerusalem Eye Hospital Group 
Ophthalmic Association will hold Jerusalem 1,000: 
A Historical and Cultural Summit in Jerusalem 
November 30 to December 2, 2023.  Members of the 
Order are invited to attend, though space is limited.  For 
more information, click here. 

https://www.soa.global/jerusalem-1000-nov-30th-dec-2nd-2023/
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FROM REGION TO PROVINCE TO REGION
The 1,600 Confrères in the U.S. Priory are spread across the 
country in 20 different Regions; some are compact, but 
many are quite large and sprawling.  The St. Louis Region, for 
example, comprises 12 different states!  While the mission 
of the Order to serve our Lords the sick and the poor is being 
carried out consistently throughout the Regions, connections 
within the Regions can be challenging.  The regional structure 
does allow Members to participate more actively in the 
work of the Priory and Order through multiple events and 
activities, however travel within the larger Regions makes 
participation difficult.

To address this challenge, U.S. Prior Nigel Heath tasked the 
Priory’s Governance Committee with proposing a framework 
by which Members within a Region may form a Province, and 
ultimately a new Region.  These procedures were adopted in 
April 2023, and specify how a Province may be formed:

•  At least 10 Members who reside in a contiguous or distinct 
geographic area within a Region may submit a Petition to 
the Regional Co-Chairs to become a Province.

•  The petitioners shall demonstrate that they are dedicated 
to the mission of the Priory and have given their time, 
talent and treasure for the benefit of the Priory over a 
period of at least three years; demonstrate that they have 
grown the membership within that portion of the Region; 
and detail their past successes in the recruitment of new 
Members and administration of programs that fulfill the 
charitable purposes of the Priory and Order.

•  The petitioners shall also submit a plan for the 
development of a Province into a standalone Region that 
includes the proposed geographic area of the Province, 
development and fundraising goals, and plans for 
membership recruitment, volunteerism promotion and 
social interaction among Members within the Province. 

Once a petition has been submitted to the Regional Co-
Chairs, and to the Regional Coordinators, it will be evaluated 
and submitted to the Chancellor and then to the Prior for 

Click here for an interactive map of the Priory’s Regions

continued on page 7

https://www.saintjohn.org/dashboard/regional-committees
https://www.saintjohn.org/dashboard/regional-committees
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final approval.  An approved Province may apply for Region 
status when it has at least 25 Members within its borders and 
has otherwise met the goals set forth in its plan within five 
years.  Understanding that the process can be daunting, the 
Priory has established a mentoring program for individuals 
interested in developing a Province and then developing that 
Province into a Region.

“These procedures are designed to provide guidance to 
Confrères in developing Provinces and then Regions that, 
in turn, will encourage the growth of membership and 
connectivity in the work of the U. S. Priory,” Maxey Roberts, 

Chair of the Governance Committee noted.  To read the full 
procedures for establishing a Province, click here. 

Creating opportunities for growth and increasing camaraderie 
are critical to the future success of the Order.  The need to 
provide world-class eye care to patients in Jerusalem and 
the surrounding area continues to grow, and our role as 
multicultural humanitarians in a region too often plagued by 
conflict is as important as ever.  The Order can be of service to 
the world for another millennium, but only if we discover ways 
to strengthen our numbers and expand our reach.  

FROM REGION TO PROVINCE TO REGION continued from page 6

SEPTEMBER 8 DEADLINE TO REGISTER 
With the September 8th deadline for registering for the 2023 
Investiture quickly approaching, this is a friendly reminder that 
there is still time to register at the hotel and for the exciting 
events that are planned!

The Los Angeles Planning Committee looks forward to 
welcoming you and your guests to the 2023 Service of 
Investiture and Rededication Weekend on October 6-8, 2023, 
where we will renew our fellowship and rededicate ourselves 
to the principles of the Order of St John.  

Beverly Wilshire, our “home base” hotel for the weekend, has 
limited availability for rooms starting at the rate of $349 + tax 
per night. Please visit the website here for reservations. For an 
overview of the Investiture Weekend events, please review the 
schedule here.  While the Paramount and Getty tours are fully 
committed, a waitlist is being maintained for both.  Of course 
the highlight of the weekend will be the Service of Investiture 
and Rededication itself, which will take place at All Saints’ 
Beverly Hills. The church is located within walking distance of 
Beverly Wilshire.  

Please contact the Priory’s national office at PrioryUSA@
saintjohn.org or 202.510.9691 should you have any questions.  
We look forward to seeing you and your guests in October!  

All Saints’ Episcopal Church in Beverly Hills

https://s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/priory-usa/documents/Governance-Committee-2023-Procedures-for-Development-of-a-Province-into-Region-FINAL.pdf
https://saintjohn.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=271577362a27dfbff3e0e7285&id=42a6ceedad&e=d67ab53872
https://saintjohn.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=271577362a27dfbff3e0e7285&id=4c49335661&e=d67ab53872
mailto:PrioryUSA%40saintjohn.org?subject=
mailto:PrioryUSA%40saintjohn.org?subject=
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PRO FIDE
Perhaps one of the most famous 
chapters of the Bible is I Corinthians 
13 – often known as the “Love Chapter.”  
I suspect if you have ever attended a 
Chrisitian marriage service you have 
heard that bit of correspondence, or 
at least a portion of it, read aloud.  It 
is beautiful indeed, as it describes not 

primarily the love between a wife and husband, or a parent and 
child or even a friend and friend.  Instead, what Paul’s paints for 
his hearers is the kind of love the children of God are to have for 
one another—what the Judeo-Christian faith often calls agape 
love—or to the point “godly love.”

You know the chapter, but let me hone in on a few verses;

“Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is 
not arrogant or rude.  It does not insist on its own way; it is 
not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, 
but rejoices with the truth.  Love bears all things, believes all 
things, hopes all things, endures all things.... Love never ends.” 
(I Corinthians 13:4-8).

Read those last words again there... “....love never ends.”  There 
are so many things into which we invest our time and talent 
and treasure that we are tempted to think will last forever—
wealth, possessions, power, fame—but we know all of these 
fade with time, and if not with time, certainly with what 
inevitably awaits all of us—those last four numbers on our 
grave markers.  

We would do well to keep, perhaps always, in the back of our 
minds Job’s true proverb, “Naked we come into this world, 
and naked we will leave it,” (Job 1:21).  All the other “stuff,” that 
happens, or is acquired, between those two points in time—
they are temporary luggage.  So... does anything “last forever?”

Was Judy Collins right when she sang “Nothing lasts forever...”  
Was Diana Ross speaking truth when she sang (Swept Away, 
1984), “No it doesn’t matter, yeah, yeah, It doesn’t matter, ‘Cause 
nothing lasts forever.”  Well, in part—yes.  Can you say aloud 
who was President one hundred years ago today?  What was 
the most popular film two years ago?  Who won the Oscar for 
Best Director last year?  What was the # 1 selling book in 2017?  
Who did People Magazine proclaim as the “Sexiest Man Alive” in 
say—1975?  

A few years back, one of the “King’s of Late Night,” David 
Letterman confessed something that has stuck with me when 
thinking about things that last;

“You believe that what you are doing is of great importance 
and that it is affecting mankind wall-to-wall.  And then when 
you get out of it you realize, oh, well, that wasn’t true at all.  It 
was just silliness.  And when that occurred to me, I felt so much 
better and I realized, I don’t think I care that much about 
television anymore.  I feel foolish for having been misguided 
by my own ego for so many years.” 1

“Well, Sub-Prelate,” you may be thinking about now, “What a 
downer you are!”  Fair enough, but there is—certainly—one 
thing we know that lasts—and you can bank on it.  What is it?  
“Love never ends,” Paul wrote.  And never, means ... never.

As we recognize and even celebrate 1,000 years of service of 
the Order of St John of Jerusalem, we might pause and ask 
“What has been the secret sauce that has kept it going for not 
one, not two, but ten centuries?”  

There are a number of things we associate with our Order—
its rich history, concrete buildings and metal ambulances, 
gatherings and special services, titles and medals—but I 
suspect not one of them would be around today had the Order 
ever lost vision of its core mission to serve the Lord’s poor and 
needy, and of course that service is rendered out of love for our 
fellow men and women.

A few years ago, I visited Corinth for the first time.  In Paul’s 
day it had a population of roughly 650,000 and many, at the 
time, considered it to be the chief city of Greece.  When our bus 
rounded the corner and my eyes saw the very few remnants of 

1 Brent L. White, Letterman: “Misguided by my own ego for so many years” (12-21-15); source: Francesca Bacardi, “David Letterman Calls The Late Show Irrelevant, 
Admits His Long Beard Is ‘Creepy’ but He Won’t Shave,” The Rundown (12-17-15).

continued on page 9
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this ancient jewel of Greece, tears filled 
my eyes and my heart overflowed with 
emotion.  In over 30 years of ordained 
ministry, I had preached and taught 
about this place more times than I 
could number.  

But what filled me with these feelings 
was not the ruins of this ancient 
city.  Frankly, there was not much 
left—numerous columns laying on 
the ground, crumbling foundations 
of antiquated homes, what was left 
of archaic shops and businesses long 
gone to seed.

No, what filled my heart was that 
even though the Corinth of old had 
long since become “dust in the wind,” 
(Kansas, 1977), the “word” that Paul 
spoke to that community—that was—

at the time very divided, that “word,” was timeless... that word 
was “love” and that word “lasts,” even to this day.

I could go off on a bit of a tangent right now on how very much 
our divided world needs to hear Paul’s word afresh, but for 
now I invite you to spend some time meditating on, praying on 
what does not endure, and what does; what fades away and 
what lasts.  

The reason our Order is still with us today is because we have 
been captured by Paul’s word.  May that word carry us forward 
for another 1,000 years, and by God’s grace, may it be a beacon 
of hope and a witness to the truth in a world that needs love as 
much today as it did 1,000 years ago.

Pro Fide,  
The Reverend Russell J. Levenson, Jr., D.Min., D.D., OStJ 
Sub-Prelate

PRO FIDE continued from page 8
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