
Rachael Brug
Chamber of 
Commerce

Montana Shakespeare 
in the Parks (MSIP) is 
celebrating its 54th season with free, pro-
fessional performances of Shakespeare’s 
"Much Ado About Nothing" and "The 
Merchant of Venice" across the region.

The season opens in Bozeman with 
"Much Ado About Nothing", June 10–13, 
and "The Merchant of Venice", June 
17–20, with performances held at 8 p.m. 
in the MSU Duck Pond Grove. Pre-show 
entertainment begins at 7 p.m., and audi-
ences are encouraged to arrive early, bring 
a picnic, and enjoy an evening outdoors.

After the Bozeman run, MSIP’s 
company of 11 actors will head out on a 12-week 
tour, bringing theatre to 64 communities across five 
states—Montana, Wyoming, Idaho, North Dakota, 
and Washington—serving more than 20,000 audience 
members annually.

Townsend’s local MSIP performance of "The Mer-
chant of Venice" is scheduled for Sunday, September 6, 
at 5 p.m. in Heritage Park. All ages are welcome, and 
the event is free and open to the public.

This year’s productions offer two very different 

Volume 5, Issue No. 08	 August 28, 2026	 $2.00

Comics	 10
Event Calendars 	 4
History	 14
Legal Notices	 7
Local Dining & Business	 5
Obituaries	 12
Puzzles	 5
Religion	 12MT 43 News

Local People. Local Stories.

Broadwater County 
and East Helena

M
T 

43
 N

EW
S,

 IN
C

.
40

8 
B

RO
A

D
W

AY
 S

TR
EE

T 
ST

E 
A

TO
W

N
SE

N
D

, M
T 

59
64

4-
23

23

Standing-Room-Only Crowd Packs MDT 
Open House in Townsend

Carol Hatfield

A full, standing-room-only crowd filled the Flynn 
Building on Thursday, August 20, 2026, as the Montana 
Department of Transportation (MDT) hosted a public 
open house detailing three major improvement projects 
planned along the US 12/US 287 corridor. Residents 
from Townsend, Winston, the Silos area, and surrounding 
area turned out in force, eager to learn more about the 
construction timelines, safety upgrades, and long-term 
transportation impacts.

Four information stations were set up throughout the 
room, each staffed by MDT representatives who fielded 
questions, explained design details, and gathered public 
feedback. Attendees moved between stations, studying 
displays, asking about traffic flow, and discussing how 
the projects will affect safety and daily travel. Many 
brought forward specific concerns and recommenda-
tions related to safety, speed limits, turn lane needs, 
improvements to the multi-use trail, and the potential 
incorporation of wildlife underpasses, overpasses, and 
fencing along the corridor.

Why These Projects Are Needed:
MDT explained that this section of US 12/US 287 has 
been struggling to support rapidly increasing daily traffic 
volumes. Originally constructed in 1930 and recon-
structed in 1960, the corridor was designed as a two-lane 
highway appropriate for the travel demands of that era. 
Since then, traffic has increased dramatically, leading to 
significant congestion, safety challenges, and a higher 
frequency of crashes. According to MDT, widening the 
highway and adding additional lanes will help alleviate 
congestion and enhance safety features, ensuring the 

Map of Proposed Projects
Image Provided

corridor can meet modern 
transportation needs.

Project Status and 
Construction Timeline:

MDT noted that all three 
projects are currently in the 
design phase, and construc-
tion will not begin until 
design work is finalized and 
the necessary right-of-way 
has been acquired. Depend-
ing on funding availability, 
construction could begin as 
soon as 2030 for the Beaver 
Creek Left Turn Lanes and 
Silos–South projects. The 
Winston–Northwest project 
is projected to begin in 2031 
or later, also contingent on 
funding.

Winston–Northwest 
Project:

MDT staff shared updates 
on the widening of approxi-
mately five miles of US 12/
US 287 between Spokane 
Creek and Winston. The 
project aims to improve 
safety and traffic capacity 
on a stretch that has seen steady growth in commuter and 
commercial travel. Community members asked about 
construction sequencing, anticipated delays, and how 

the wider roadway will improve passing opportunities.

Beaver Creek Road Left Turn Lanes:

MDT Open House, 8

Samantha Blank - New 
Chiropractor in Town

MT43 News Staff Reporter

Samantha Blank, DC, CD, has joined the ranks of 
Townsend’s chiropractors. Her services come with a 
twist. She is also a certified birth doula. 

A birth doula is a non-medical professional or birth 
companion who supports a pregnant person throughout 
her pregnancy, actual birth and beyond, according to 
Wikipedia. 

Blank, who lives in Winston with her husband, who 
is also a chiropractor, chose her profession early on 
when she worked with a chiropractor during her high 
school years. She graduated from the University of 
Wisconsin- Green Bay, completing her Doctorate degree 
at Palmer College of Chiropractic in Davenport, Iowa. 
She later worked with globally recognized industry 
leaders, including international lecturer Dan Lyons.

Blank specializes in the Blair Upper Cervical Tech-
nique, a gentle, precise methodology focused on the 
upper spine that is highly successful in treating headaches 
and migraines. Using a specialized treatment plan, 
Blair, she said, is gentle and requires the patient to lie 
on their side for treatment.

Inspired by her personal experience with childbirth, 
she researched the field of birth doula. She received her 
certificate 5 years ago. Her dual role as a chiropractor 
and certified birth doula uniquely equips her to support 
local mothers through prenatal and postpartum journeys. 
Blank practices out of her new office at Family Roots, 
100 B Street in Townsend and in her home in Winston.

For more information or to schedule an appointment, 
contact Family Roots at info@familyrootshelena.com 
or call (406) 437-1843.

Samantha Blank, DC, CD, outside her office 
at 100 B Street in Townsend.

MT43 News Photographer

Montana Shakespeare in the Parks Coming to Townsend

Shakespeare experiences. "Much Ado About Nothing" 
is a lively comedy that explores love, reputation, and 
how quickly misunderstandings can spread—while also 
showing how honesty and resilience can restore trust. 
Director Johamy Morales notes that the play “insists 
on laughter, music, and communal celebration,” ending 
“not in division, but in dance.”

"The Merchant of Venice" takes on deeper questions 
of justice, mercy, prejudice, and belonging. As romance 
and courtroom drama unfold, the story examines the 
cost of exclusion and the power of mercy. Director 
Kevin Asselin calls it “one of the most complete plays 
in Shakespeare’s canon,” highlighting both the young 
characters’ journeys and the human questions faced by 
Shylock, Antonio, and Portia.

Many MSIP stops also include pre-show performances 
by local artists through the organization’s Share Our 
Stage program. Please contact the Townsend Chamber 
if your organization would like to be a part of the pre-
show! townsend43chamber@gmail.com

Community support helps bring MSIP to Townsend. 
If you would like to donate toward the cost of bringing 
the performance here, please mail a check made out to 
Townsend Area Chamber of Commerce to P.O. Box 947, 
Townsend, MT 59644, or drop off a check at Reading 
Leaves Bookstore.

For more information and the full tour schedule, 
visit ShakespeareInTheParks.org.
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Kasen Gregg
Broadwater County 4-H Program Assistant 

It was fair time a couple of weeks ago in Broadwater County, 
and this year was truly one for the books! Our 4-H and FFA 
youth members spent the entire year preparing for the fair, 
and their hard work certainly put itself on display. From 
raising and caring for their animals to spending countless 
hours sewing, baking, and crafting the final touches on their 
educational projects, each member arrived at the fair prepared 
to work hard, learn, and have fun.

The fair is always a special time to celebrate the ac-
complishments of our youth and the many hours they put 
into their projects throughout the year. It was wonderful to 
see their confidence grow as they showcased their skills and 
made memories along the way.

Here are a few highlights from this year's fair:

Animal Divisions:
The fair showcased the hard work and dedication across a 
wide range of animal projects. In the Beef Division, Kaitlyn 
Noyes earned Grand Champion in Senior Showmanship, with 
Cheyanne Douglas taking Reserve. In Junior Showmanship, 
Calvin McCauley received Grand Champion, and Hallee 
Harrigfeld was Reserve Champion. Kortney Merritt claimed 
Grand Champion in Market Beef, followed by Cheyanne 
Douglas as Reserve. Kortney Merritt also took top honors 
in Breeding Beef, claiming Grand Champion, followed by 
Cheyanne Douglas as Reserve Champion.

In the Cat Division, Magdalena Delgado was awarded 
Grand Champion in Showmanship, with Kaylee Flynn as 
Reserve.

In the Dog Division, Cheyanne Douglas was awarded 
Grand Champion in Senior Showmanship, and Sierra Sher-
rard took Reserve. In Junior Dog Showmanship, Kathryn Six 
took Grand Champion, and Parker Truesdell took Reserve. 
Sierra Sherrard was Agility Grand Champion, and Autumn 
Henke took Reserve. In Obedience, Sierra Sherrard again 
received Grand Champion, while Cheyanne Sherrard was 
Reserve Champion. In Pocket Pets, Gage Douglas earned 
Overall Grand Champion.

The Meat Goat Division was led by Cheyanne Douglas 
(Senior Showmanship) and Parker Merritt (Junior Show-
manship), with Reserve titles going to Arabella McDaniel 
and Cole Shumway, respectively. Grace Christensen and 
Elston Flynn topped the Super Starter Showmanship class as 
Grand and Reserve, respectively. Grace Christensen earned 
Grand Champion in Market Goat, with Arabella McDaniel 
as Reserve. Autumn Henke took top honors overall in Meat 
Goat Breeding.

In the Dairy Goat Division, Cheyanne Douglas swept 
both Senior Showmanship and Overall Dairy Goat titles, with 
Autumn Henke as Reserve Senior Showman and Reserve 
Overall. Keira Christensen was Grand Champion for Junior 
Showmanship, and Madelyne Truesdell was Reserve.

The Horse Division featured Autumn Henke as Senior 
Showmanship Grand Champion, with Addy Mosher as Reserve 
Champion. Leading the Junior class as Grand and Reserve, 
respectively, were Tucker Volkman and Abygail Osborne.

In the Poultry Division, Senior Showmanship saw MaKen-
zie Truesdell as Grand Champion and Autumn Henke as 
Reserve, while Parker Truesdell and Daxter Pena led the 
Junior class as Grand and Reserve, respectively. In Super 
Starter Showmanship, Torren Dana was Grand Champion, 
and Ella Kosto was Reserve. Cole Mikula took Grand 
Champion in Market Poultry Pen, with MaKenzie Truesdell 
taking Reserve. Grace Mclaughlin and MaKenzie Truesdell 
were named Overall Bird Grand and Reserve Champions.

In Rabbits, MaKenzie Truesdell led Senior Showman-
ship, taking Grand Champion, with Cheyanne Douglas 
taking Reserve. Quincy Santi topped the Junior class as the 
Grand Champion, with Parker Truesdell as Reserve. Gage 
Douglas earned top honors in Market Rabbit Pen, while 
Parker Truesdell swept Overall Rabbit as the Grand and 
Reserve Champion.

The Sheep Division featured Kaitlyn Noyes and Kortney 
Merritt in Senior Showmanship as the Grand and Reserve 
Showmen, with Myla Graveley and Ava Watne leading the 
Junior class. Ryal Lancello and Grace Christensen placed in 
Super Starter Showmanship as Grand and Reserve Champions. 
Myla Graveley swept both Grand and Reserve in Market 
Lamb. Rosyn Reynolds earned Grand Champion in Breeding 

4-H Fair Results 2026

Lamb, and Keira Christensen took Reserve.
Finally, in the Swine Division, Spencer Braaten and Kaitlyn 

Noyes led Senior Showmanship, while Myla Graveley and 
Parker Merritt topped the Junior class. Ryal Lancello and 
Brooklyn Harrigfeld placed Grand and Reserve in Super 
Starter Showmanship. Braaten and Noyes also earned Grand 
and Reserve in Market Swine, with Braaten taking top honors 
in Breeding Swine as well.

On Saturday morning, top livestock showmen partici-
pated in the Round Robin Showmanship, where participants 
show every species to determine a top overall showman. 
The Senior Grand Champion Round Robin Showman was 
Kaitlyn Noyes, and Reserve Champion was Spencer Braaten. 
The Junior Grand Champion Round Robin Showman was 
Myla Graveley, and Reserve Champion was Everett Kirksey.

It was also a great year at the 4-H and FFA Livestock 
Sale, which was one for the books. The sale auction total was 
$364,638.50, with 97 animals sold. A big THANK YOU goes 
to our community for supporting the sale and 4-H youth!

Indoor Divisions
The 4-H Indoor exhibits highlighted a wide range of skills 
and creativity from participants. In Animal Science, Kaitlyn 
Noyes earned top honors in the Senior division, while Gage 
Douglas led the Junior category. Representing Engineering 
& Technology, Andrew Beatty led the Senior division, while 
Kaylee Flynn took Junior. In Environmental & Natural Sci-
ence, Andrew Beatty and Kaylee Flynn were recognized as 
Senior and Junior winners, respectively. Family & Consumer 
Science saw Karolyn Schmaus and Zola Six take top spots 
in the Senior and Junior divisions.

Mishayla Lambott and Andrew Beatty earned Senior 
honors in Plant Science. In Communication & Expres-
sive Arts, Kaitlyn Noyes and Kaylee Flynn were awarded 
top placements. Autumn Henke excelled in Leadership & 
Personal Development, taking top honors alongside Junior 
winners Jayden Flynn and Kathryn Six. Finally, in Foods & 
Nutrition, Kaitlyn Noyes and Kathryn Six took top honors 
in their respective age divisions. The Overall 4-H Indoor 
Exhibitor Senior Grand Champion was Kaitlyn Noyes, and 
Reserve Champion was Autumn Henke. The Overall Junior 
Grand Champion Exhibitor was Zola Six, and Reserve was 
Kaylee Flynn.

Members participating with 4-H indoor exhibits also had 
the opportunity to participate in a silent auction with their 
4-H handmade goods. There were 25 items sold in the silent 
auction, which raised $1,287.

Congratulations to all participants on an outstanding Fair!

Ribbon Counts:

Hazelee Baldwin-1 red
Hudson Baldwin- 1 Blue
Andrew Beatty- 6 Purple 3 blue
Tyler Bird- 2 red 1 Blue
Spencer Braaten- 3 Purple
Kaylee Cederberg- 2 Purple 3 blue
Madison Cederberg- 1 purple 3 blue 1 red
Hannah Chavez- 3 blue 1 red
James Chavez- 1 blue
Grace Christensen – 2 purple 5 blue
Keira Christensen- 2 purple 4 blue 4 red
Kayley Connor 2 purple 3 blue 1 red
Caleb Crusch – 1 blue
Katey Crusch 4 blue 1 red
Kay Crusch- 8 blue 1 red
Anna Dabling- 3 purple 11 Blue 1 red
Levi Dabling- 7 blue 2 red
Zoe Dabling- 1 purple 7 blue 1 red
Taylyn Dana- 3 cloverbuds
Torren Dana- 2 purple 2 blue 1 red
Landen Davies- 2 blue
Lexie Davies- 1 purple 3 blue 3 red
Lucas Davies- 2 blue
Magdalena Delgado- 1 purple 4 blue
Oliver Delgado- 1 cloverbud
Rigoberto Delgado- 3 blue
Patrick Des Chene- 1 purple 5 blue 2 red
Cheyanne Douglas- 12 purple 16 blue 2 red
Gage Douglas- 1 purple 19 blue 4 red 1 white
Bryleigh Erickson- 6 blue
Nathan Ferguson- 1 blue 2 red
Roy Ferguson- 1 blue 2 red
Wyatt Ferguson-1 blue 2 red

Elston Flynn- 5 purple 2 blue
Jayden Flynn- 1 purple 5 blue 2 red
Kaylee Flynn- 10 purple 13 blue
Clyde Frazier- 1 cloverbud
Josie Frazier- 1 purple
Blair Gravelely- 1 cloverbud
Myla Gravelely- 6 purple
Brooklyn Harrigfeld- 4 purple 5 blue 1 red
Hallee Harrigfeld- 2 purple 3 blue
Sawyer Harrigfeld- 1 purple 1 blue 2 red
Autumn Henke 13 Purple 36 Blue 7 red
Bentley Hoppe- 2 purple
Greyson Hoppe- 2 purple
Bennett Kirksey- 2 blue
Everett Kirksey- 1 purple 2 blue 1 red
Titus Kirksey- 1 purple 4 blue
Wesley Kirksey- 1 blue
Aiden Kitto- 2 purple 1 blue
Kenzie Knaub- 2 purple 6 blue
Bridger Kool- 1 blue 2 reds
Colton Kool- 1 purple 2 reds
Ella Kosto- 10 blue 1 red
Mishayla Lambott- 2 purple 5 blue
Abigail Lancello- 4 cloverbud
Ryal Lancello- 7 purple 2 blue
Barrett MacDonald- 2 blue
Elaine MacDonald- 3 blue 1 red
Liv Mace – 1 purple 1 blue
Ryann Mace – 1 cloverbud
Abigail McCauley- 2 purple 5 blue
Calvin McCauley- 5 purple 1 blue 1 red
Evan McCauley- 1 purple 2 blue 1 red
Arabella McDaniel- 2 purple
Grace Mclaughlin- 6 blue 2 red 1 white
Molly McLaughin- 2 cloverbud
Kortney Merritt- 5 purple 4 blue 1 red
Parker Merritt-4 purple 2 blue
Ryker Merritt- 2 purple 2 blue 2 red
Cole Mikula- 3 blue
Evie Moos- 1 blue 1 red
Thea Moos- 1 purple 1 blue
Addy Mosher- 4 purple 5 blue 1 red
Kaitlyn Noyes- 41 Purple 13 blue
Abygail Osborne- 2 purple 3 blue 1 red
Daxter Pena- 2 blue
Aden Pepos- 1 purple 1 red
Owen Pepos- 2 blue
Cinch Reynolds- 1 purple 2 blues 1 red
Rosyn Reynolds- 4 purple 1 blue
Stetson Reynolds- 1 blue 1 red
Talon Romo- 1 cloverbud
Elliana Rose- 5 cloverbud
Jasen Rose- 1 purple 1 blue
Kensley Sangray- 2 blue 1 red
Quincy Santi- 3 blue 1 red
Tana Santi- 1 purple 2 blue 2 red
Karolyn Schmaus- 2 purple 12 blue 1 red
Karter Schamaus- 1 purple 4 blue 1 red
Cheyanne Sherrard- 1 purple
Sierra Sherrard- 2 purple 1 blue
Cole Shumway- 1 purple 1 blue 2 reds
Conner Shumway- 3 blues 1 red
Amelia Six- 3 cloverbuds
Kathryn Six- 7 purple 6 blue 1 red
Zola Six- 3 purple 15 blue
Caleb Swanson- 1 blue 2 red
Claire Swanson- 1 blue 2 red
Emily Taves- 7 blue
Nick Taylor- 1 blue 2 red
Madelyn Truesdell- 3 purple 8 blue 1 red
MaKenzie Truesdell- 3 purple 16 blue 2 red
Parker Truesdell- 2 purple 15 blue 2 red
Augustus Van Duin- 1 purple 1 blue
Lucy van Duin- 2 purple 1 red
Teigan Volkman- 2 purple 2 blue 1 red
Tucker Volkman- 2 purple 3 blue 2 red
Ava Watne- 2 purple 3 blue
Cecelia Watne- 2 blue 1 red
Scarlett Watne- 2 purple 1 red
Amos Weaver- 2 blue
Clara Weaver- 1 purple 1 blue
Lydia Weaver- 1 purple 1 blue
Mckenna Weaver- 2 blue

From Left to Right: Grand Champion Poultry Pen. 
Exhibitor: Cole Mikula. Buyer: Murdochs Belgrade

Photo Provided by Broadwater County Extension Office

Grand Champion Meat Rabbit Pen. Exhibitor: 
Gage Douglas. Buyer: Murdochs Belgrade

Photo Provided by Broadwater County Extension Office

Grand Champion Market Steer. Exhibitor: Kortney 
Merritt. Buyer: Cruz Energy Service

Photo Provided by Broadwater County Extension Office

Grand Champion Market Lamb. Exhibitor: Myla 
Graveley. Buyer: Sheriff Mark Wood

Photo Provided by Broadwater County Extension Office

Grand Champion Meat Goat. Exhibitor: Grace Christensen. 
Buyer: Darin and Kathy Cederberg/ Headwaters Livestock Auction

Photo Provided by Broadwater County Extension Office

Grand Champion Market Hog. Exhibitor: Spencer 
Braaten. Buyer: Elkhorn Veterinary

Photo Provided by Broadwater County Extension Office
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UPCOMING FREE LOCAL EVENTS - MORE ON PAGES 4 & 13
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East Helena Schools & SportsEast Helena Schools & Sports
AUGUST

Friday 28
•	 Varsity Football vs Miles City
•	 Varsity Volleyball @ Livingston
•	 Soccer @ Frenchtown

Saturday 29
•	 10:00 am: Freshmen Football vs Bozeman
•	 Flag Football vs Hamilton and Jefferson

Monday 31
•	 First Day for High School 227 Academy
•	 Flag Football vs Belgrade

SEPTEMBER

Tuesday 1
•	 East Helena High School Picture Day
•	 East Valley Middle School Picture Day
•	 Golf at Billings
•	 6:00 pm - PTO Meeting - East Valley Middle School

Wednesday 2
•	 Radley Picture Day
•	 Golf at Dillon

Friday 4
•	 Cross Country at Kalispell
•	 Varsity Football at Dillon
•	 Volleyball Tip-off at East Helena
•	 Golf at Lewistown
•	 Soccer vs Corvallis

Saturday 5
•	 Volleyball Tip-off at East Helena

East Helena Library Hours

Andrea Eckerson
Branch Manager 

Hours:
Monday - Wednesday: 

10 am- 6:00 pm.
Thursday and Friday: 

10 am- 5:00 pm
Saturdays: 10 am-1:00 pm
Sundays: Closed

AUGUST
Friday 28
•	 3:00 pm: East Helena Reading Circle Book Group

SEPTEMBER
Thursday 3
•	 3:30 pm: East Helena Teen/Tween Switch Gaming

Lewis & Clark Library East 
Helena Branch, 16 E Main 

Street in East Helena.
Nancy Marks, MT43 
News Photographer

Library HoursLibrary Hours
Broadwater School & 
Community Library

The library reopens Friday, 
June 5th, at 9:00 am with 
summer hours!

Curbside available. Please 
call:  (406)441-3461

PUBLIC WINTER HOURS
Monday through Thursday 4pm to 7pm
Friday and Saturday 9am to 4pm
Due to staffing issues, the library will be closed on Sundays.

201 N Spruce St, Townsend
Photo Provided

SEPTEMBER

Tuesday 1
•	 9:00 am:  Commission/CAO 		
	 Working Meeting

September 2
•	 10:00 am:  Commissioners Meeting
•	 4:00 pm:  TEDD Advisory Committee

Broadwater County Broadwater County 
Government CalendarGovernment Calendar

AUGUST

Friday 28
•	 NO SCHOOL

August 28
•	 High School Volleyball at Shelby 	
	 Tournament - Varsity
•	 High School Cross Country at Billings
•	 6:00 pm: High School Football vs Colstrip

SEPTEMBER

Tuesday 1
•	 7:00 pm: Booster Club Meeting - BHS Lobby

Thursday 3
•	 Middle School/High School Cross Country at 		
	 Manhattan
•	 4:00 pm: High School Volleyball vs Three Forks
•	 7:00 pm: Old Baldy Library Book Club at the Library

Friday 4
•	 NO SCHOOL
•	 7:00 pm: High School Football vs Loyola

Saturday 5
•	 12:00 pm: High School Volleyball vs Whitehall

Townsend School & SportsTownsend School & Sports

	 AUGUST
Friday 28
•	 12:00 pm: Alcoholics Anonymous at Shepherd of 		
	 the Valley Lutheran Church, 301 N Cherry
•	 1:00 pm: Townsend Pinochle Club at Broadwater 	
	 County Sr. Center, 516 2nd St
•	 5:00 pm: Date Night at the Pottery Studio at 		
	 Pottery Guild, 108 N. Spruce
•	 5:00 pm: Historic Canton Church Presents Linda 		
	 Huth at Canton Church MORE ON PAGES 3 & 13
•	 5:00 pm: READ and ROLL: Game Night for All Ages 	
	 (12 & under with adult) at Reading Leaves and Lattes

Saturday 29
•	 6:00 pm: Fireside Alcoholics Anonymous at 		
	 102 N. Walnut, 406-439-3945

SEPTEMBER
Tuesday 1
•	 The University of Montana will host the Montana 	
	 AI Summit READ ABOUT IT ON PAGE 11
•	 5:30 pm: Alcoholics Anonymous at Shepherd of 		
	 the Valley Lutheran Church, 301 N Cherry
•	 5:00 pm: American Legion Post 42 Food and 		
	 Bingo at American Legion Post 42 Club

Wednesday 2
•	 1:00 pm: Townsend Pinochle Club at Broadwater 	
	 County Sr. Center, 516 2nd St

Thursday 3
•	 3:00 pm: Townsend Farmers Market at Wi-Fi Park
•	 7:00 pm: BCT Fundraiser- Townsend Roots at The 	
	 Lodge of Townsend MORE INFO ON PAGES 3 & 13
•	 7:00 pm: Al-Anon at Shepherd of the Valley 		
	 Lutheran Church, 301 N Cherry

Friday 4
•	 3:30 pm: Billings Clinic - Community Open House 	
	 & BBQ at Billings Clinic Broadwater 
	 SEE AD ON PAGE 3
•	 1:00 pm: Townsend Pinochle Club at Broadwater 	
	 County Sr. Center, 516 2nd St
•	 12:00 pm: Alcoholics Anonymous at Shepherd of 		
	 the Valley Lutheran Church, 301 N Cherry
•	 5:00 pm: READ and ROLL: Game Night for All Ages 	
	 (12 & under with adult) at Reading Leaves and Lattes

Fri 4 - Sat 5
•	 Townsend Hardware’s Customer Appreciation 		
	 Day Activities SEE AD ON PAGE 14

Saturday 5
•	 6:00 pm: Fireside Alcoholics Anonymous at 		
	 102 N. Walnut, 406-439-3945

Sunday 6
•	 8:00 am: Montana Shakespeare in the Parks 		
	 Coming to Townsend at Heritage Park 			 
	 READ MORE ON PAGE 1

Wednesday 9
•	 4:25 pm: Awana at Trailhead Christian Fellowship 	
	 REGISTER WITH AD ON PAGE 3

Broadwater Broadwater 
Community CalendarCommunity Calendar

TURN TO PAGE 7  FOR LEGAL NOTICES
AND JOB OPENING.

ClassifiedsClassifieds

Monthly Chamber Meeting

8:30 am Thurs, Sept 17 
@ The Mint

All members of the      
community welcome!

Broadwater Rural Fire Board Meeting

3rd Wednesday each month.
Next meeting: September 16, 7:30PM
At the Townsend Fire Station - 130 So Cedar St
See Board Meeting Agenda at: https://www.broad-
watercountymt.gov/community/rural_fire_board.php 

LOCAL MEETINGS

Broadwater Food Pantry is located at 
315 Broadway, Townsend, MT.

Distribution days ( 1st & 3rd Saturday + 5th if applicable)
September 5 & 19, from 9:00 am to 11:00 am
Donations of food items are accepted Fridays 

September 4 and 18, from 9:00 to 11:00am
This month donation suggestions: Coffee, tea, 

Ramen noodles, crackers, cereal, canned or fresh fruit 
and vegetables.

Monetary donation can be mailed to PO Box 1164, 
Townsend, MT 59644.

Donation boxes are available at Bob’s Market at 
check stands.

Food Pantry is staffed by volunteers from local 
churches. September is Holy Cross Parish.

For questions, donations appointments and emergency 
food supplies call (406) 916-0034.

The Olde Place 
AUGUST SALE! 

Herbs, Spices, Teas, 
& Vintage Collectibles 

Celebrating 80th Birthday and 
5 years at the Birds Nest/Berry 
Patch Booth B-11, Townsend

Kathryn McBee & Family
406-570-0299

Another station focused on the installation of dedicated 
left-turn lanes at Beaver Creek Road and US 12/US 
287 in Winston. MDT officials emphasized that this 
intersection has long been a safety concern due to 
turning movements across fast-moving highway traffic. 
The new turn lanes are designed to reduce rear-end 
collisions and improve overall traffic flow.

Silos–South Project:
The third major project presented was the widening of 
approximately five miles of US 12/US 287 between 
Silos Road and Cottonwood Campground northwest of 
Townsend. Residents discussed how the improvements 
will support recreation access, agricultural transport, 
and regional connectivity between Broadwater and 
Lewis & Clark counties.

Corridor-Wide Safety Enhancements:
Across all three projects, MDT highlighted a suite of 
safety upgrades that will be incorporated throughout the 
corridor, including: new pavement markings, updated 
signage, rumble strips to reduce lane departure crashes, 
chip seal treatments to extend pavement life.

MDT representatives emphasized that these improve-
ments are part of three separate projects designed to 
reconstruct specific sections of the highway to address 
traffic congestion and vehicle crashes in the area.

Strong Community Engagement:
The turnout demonstrated the community’s deep interest 
in transportation planning and its impact on safety, local 
and regional travel. Residents expressed appreciation 
for MDT’s willingness to host an in person open house 
and provide direct access to project engineers and 
planners. MDT officials said public input gathered at 
the event will help refine project details as design and 
construction phases move forward.

MDT Open House, 1

Jim Beck Waiting Outside the Flynn Building
Photo Credit: KRTV

Broadwater County Open 
Board Positions

Broadwater County Commissioners

Broadwater County has several open board positions! 
The County needs and appreciates all our volunteer 
board members and encourages resident involvement.

The County is currently accepting letters of 
interest for positions on the following boards:

•	 Board of Health (2 openings)
•	 Museum Board (1 opening)
•	 Tax Appeal (1 opening)
•	 Townsend Mosquito Board (1 opening)
•	 Three Forks Mosquito Board (2 openings)

Each board position is a 3-year term. Letters of inter-
est can be addressed to the board and submitted to 
planning@broadwatercountymt.gov. Positions remain 
open until filled.
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Reading Leaves and Lattes

(406) 475-0672 Text Only
401 Broadway, Townsend 
Dining Hours:
Mon - Sun 8:00AM - 5:00PM

The Betsy Sports Zone

217 Broadway, Townsend
(406) 266-0001 
Dining Hours:
Tue-Sun 11:00AM-Close  
Closed Monday
Takeout placed only in person.
Menu: 
www.betsysportszone.com

American Legion Hall

211 Broadway, Townsend
(406) 266-3611
Dining Hours:
Tuesday- Bingo/Bowl & a Roll 
starts at 5:00PM
Bar hours may vary

Bread and Butter Cafe

205 Broadway St, Townsend 
(406) 266-3025 
Dining Hours:
Tue - Fri 7:00AM- 1:00PM
Sat 7:00AM- 12:00PM
Closed Sunday & Monday
Menu available on Facebook

Commercial Bar

101 Broadway, Townsend
(406) 266-9956 
Dining Hours:
10:00AM - 2:00AM
Closed Thanksgiving & 
Christmas
Menu available on Facebook

Copy Cup Coffee Shop

303 N Front St, Townsend   
(406) 980-8400
Please call in business hours.
Drinks and Pastry Hours:
Mon - Fri 7:00AM - 3:00PM  
Sat 8:30AM - 2:00PM
Closed Sunday

Deep Creek Pizza Co.

415 Broadway Ste 2, Townsend  
(406) 266-0002 
Dining Hours:
11:00AM - 8:00 PM 
Closed Sunday
Menu: 
deepcreekpizzaco.com
Accepting Orders Online

Fishtale Tavern

209 Broadway St, Townsend 
(406) 266-5582 
Dining Hours:
Tuesday 10:00AM - Midnight
Wed - Sat 10:00 AM - Close
Sunday 10:00 AM - Midnight
Closed Monday
Daily Specials:
Facebook

Mint Cafe

305 Broadway St, Townsend 
(406) 266-3867 
Dining Hours:
Wed 8:00AM - 2:00 PM,  
Thur - Fri 8:00AM - 8:00PM
Sat - Sun 7:00AM - 8:00PM
Closed Monday & Tuesday
SPECIAL:
N/A

C Hangin’ C Mercantile 
& Creamery

310 S Front St, Townsend
(406) 266-9087 
Dining Hours:
Mon - Fri 7:30AM - 7:00PM
Sat 8:00AM - 7:00PM
Sun 9:00AM - 5:00PM
Menu: 
Facebook
changincmerc.square.site

Canyon Ferry Brewing & 
Taproom

300 Broadway, Townsend
(406) 694-5687
Hours: 
Wed - Fri. 4:00PM - Close 
Sat and Sun 2:00PM - Close

Kick Start Nutrition

500 N Front St, Townsend 
(406) 266-0033 
Dining Hours:
Mon - Thu 7:00AM - 2:00PM
Fri - Sat 10:00AM - 2:00PM
Closed Sunday
Daily Specials:
Facebook & Instagram

Full Belli Deli

209 S Front St, Townsend
(406) 266-5459 
Dining Hours:
Mon - Sun 7:00AM - 7:00PM

Mountie Moose Bakery

109 Broadway, Townsend 
(406) 266-5800 
Dining Hours:
Tue - Sat 7:00AM - 4:00PM
Closed Sunday & Monday
Online Ordering:
Mountie-moose-bakery.square.
site

Peking China

10 N Main St, Three Forks 
(406) 285-3225 
Dining Hours:
Tue - Sun 11:30AM - 8:30PM
Closed Monday
Menu:
Google

Rocky Mountain Supply Deli

7847 US Hwy 287, Townsend 
(406) 266-3456 
Hot & Cold To-Go Hours:
Mon-Fri6:00AM - 6:00PM
Menu:
Board Inside Store 
for Take-and Bake or 
Ready-to-Eat Pizza
Call Ahead or Order Inside

Vaquero’s Mexican 
Restaurant

219 Broadway St, Townsend
(406)266-1860
Dining Hours:
Tue - Sun 11:00AM - 9:00PM
Closed Mondays
Menu & Specials:
Facebook
Call Ahead or Order Inside

Silos/Canyon Ferry Lake 
KOA

81 Silos Road
406-266-3100
Dining Hours:
Mon - Thu 7:30AM - 8:00PM
Menu:
Changes Weekly
Breakfast, Soup, Sandwiches to go

BSE Excavating
7200 Hwy 287, Townsend, MT

Brandon Bakken
Shane Tew
p - (406)266-3772
c - (406)980-1100

Mark Leyland
406-438-7315
leylandmt.com

Mark Leyland
406-438-7315
leylandmt.com

LEYLAND INSURANCE
Call me with any Medicare questions!Call me with any Medicare questions!

Turning 65 soon?Turning 65 soon?

Metered Propane

Budget Billing

Lease Tanks

Service Department

Metered Propane
Budget Billing

Lease Tanks
Service Department

7812 US-287

Townsend, MT 
406-266-4278

7812 US-287
Townsend, MT 
406-266-4278
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School Budget Approved; Water Law Changes 
Shape Subdivision Review Process.

Commissioners OK Townsend K12 FY27 budget, interlocal detention 
agreement; Western Montana Estates subdivision approved amid 
ongoing water and public engagement discussions

The Broadwater County Commission approved the Townsend 
K12 School District's fiscal year 2027 budget and a routine interlo-
cal agreement for adult detention services during its August 19th 
meeting, while navigating continuing discussions about water rights, 
communication, and appropriate county oversight of development 
projects.

Commission Chair Debi Randolph presided over the meeting, 
attended by Commissioners Jesse Swenson and Lindsey Richtmeyer.

Highway 287 Safety Takes Center Stage in Public Comment
Rob Eskridge opened the meeting by acknowledging the commis-
sioners' work on safety issues while expressing frustration about 
the lack of visible progress on Highway 287 speed and safety 
concerns. Eskridge noted conversations with Montana Department 
of Transportation traffic engineers who are already pushing back 
on speed limit changes.

Calling for a decision on whether the county should serve as 
the lead agency for addressing short-term safety issues, Eskridge 
recommended that commissioners establish a working session 
bringing together representatives from the governor's office, the 
state transportation commission, both law enforcement agencies, 
MDT traffic safety engineers, and community representatives.

"There are 15 families that have lost somebody, our neighbors," 
Eskridge said, referencing deaths on the corridor. He emphasized that 
the upcoming MDT open house—scheduled for August 20th from 
4:30 to 6:30 p.m.—is not sufficient, as the associated construction 
project remains in the design phase and lacks dedicated funding.

MDT Response: Commission liaison staff clarified that the 
county has already undertaken to be the lead agency for a speed 
study, which requires a formal commission request. Staff noted that 
the BUILD grant for the Winston-Northwest project was denied, but 
other projects in the corridor have nothing to do with that federal 
grant. An MDT staff debrief on the grant process is scheduled for 
the coming weeks. Staff also corrected the death count, noting that 
MDT will provide accurate statistics at tomorrow's open house, and 
emphasized that while the process is long, the commission will work 
to initiate the speed study as soon as public feedback and MDT 
information are received following the open house.

US Antimony Mill Tour Provides Public Information:
Commissioners reported on a private tour of the US Antimony 
processing facility at Radersburg following the previous week's 
presentation by Aaron Tenesch, Vice President of the Antimony 
Division. The three commissioners, County Administrative Officer 
Bill Jarocki, and legal counsel toured the mill to gather information 
for constituent inquiries.

The facility currently operates one full-time shift with mostly 
local employees and processes ore from Thompson Falls. The 
commissioners noted that antimony is used in fire retardant com-
pounds for plastics, as a clarifying agent in glass, as an alloying 
agent in batteries and solder, and in solar panels and textiles. 
The facility's taxable value won't be determined until next year's 
property assessments.

Public comment from Tim Ravendall thanked commissioners 
for providing context on the mill's role in the county. He noted that 
the facility—present since the early 1980s—has been retooled, 
with discussions underway about potential expansion on differ-
ent property. Commission Chair Randolph emphasized that the 
county's outreach was driven by an obligation to be informed about 
potential business developments affecting the county, even when 
commissioners aren't water or mining experts.

Townsend School District Budget Approved
Superintendent Brad Racht presented the Townsend K12 Schools 
FY27 budget, requesting commission approval as part of the statu-
tory process. The general fund totals $6,655,399, funded through 
state appropriations, local property taxes, and federal grants. The 
district's overall budget for FY27 is $9.124 million.

Key points from Racht's presentation included:
Revenue Sources: Approximately 26% of the general fund comes 
from local property taxes, 59% from state funding, and the remainder 
from federal sources. The district did not pursue a mill levy increase, 
choosing instead to manage within existing revenue formulas.

Enrollment Trends: Townsend elementary enrollment is growing, 
reflecting young families moving to Broadwater County. High school 
enrollment had declined over recent decades but is now showing 
recovery. Racht noted that open enrollment laws and geographic 
location—with county growth concentrated at the north and south 
ends—create challenges as families closer to other districts opt to 
send students elsewhere.

Budget Challenges: The district faces pressure from deferred 
maintenance, weather-related damage, and declining Title I federal 
funding. Racht emphasized that schools must balance educational 
quality with taxpayer sensitivity. He also noted that having more 
diverse taxpayers and businesses in the county would help school 
funding, as Broadwater County relies heavily on residential property 
tax revenue.

Staffing Cuts: The district made difficult staffing reductions while 
maintaining educational quality. Racht highlighted the importance 
of understanding restrictive state funding formulas that earmark 
money for specific purposes, such as bus purchases—funds that 
cannot be redirected to other pressing needs.

Commission discussion touched on the importance of enroll-
ment in school funding, with A and B funding formulas providing 
approximately $6,600 per K-6 student and $8,567 per high school 
student on a sliding scale.

The commission unanimously approved the budget.

Detention Services Agreement Approved:
Sheriff Mark Wood presented a short interlocal agreement with 
Lewis and Clark County for housing inmates. The arrangement 
has been in place for years but lacked formal documentation; 
this agreement formalizes the existing practice. Wood noted that 
Broadwater County currently houses one Lewis and Clark County 
inmate, while the arrangement allows the counties to house each 
other's inmates as needed during staffing or capacity issues.

The agreement was unanimously approved.

Special Prosecutor Resolution Adopted:

Commissioners Meeting
County Attorney Kevin Bratcher presented a resolution authorizing 
the Attorney General's Prosecution Services Bureau to handle two 
specific cases. Bratcher explained that this arrangement involves 
no additional county expense—the AG's office attorneys donate 
their time, and the county's expenditures are limited to what would 
normally be spent on prosecution. The commission has used this 
arrangement several times in the past for certain types of cases.

The resolution was unanimously approved.

Treasurer Advances Alternative Payment Program:
County Treasurer Melissa Franks presented the monthly financial 
report and introduced a new alternative tax payment plan for 
primary residences. The program allows eligible property owners 
to make seven equal payments from November through May, with 
no penalty or interest assessed on missed intermediate payments if 
the final May payment is made on time.

Eligibility Requirements: Primary residence; owner-occupied; 
owner present seven months of year; not delinquent when signing 
up; real property only (manufactured homes on foundations qualify).

Purpose: The program helps taxpayers with fixed incomes budget 
property taxes monthly rather than facing a large lump-sum pay-
ment. It also reduces delinquent tax collection issues for the county.

Franks noted that any taxpayer with questions can call her 
office or email. Commission Chair Randolph suggested copies be 
placed at the treasurer's window to increase public awareness. The 
application deadline is September 30th.

County Administrative Officer Bill Jarocki added important 
context: the state legislature addresses property tax issues every 
two years, and counties should track usage statistics and taxpayer 
satisfaction with such programs to provide data for legislative 
improvements.

Clarification on Fund Balance Reconciliation:
Following social media discussion regarding the county's fund 
balance reconciliation, Jarocki provided a clear explanation of the 
issue that arose during the previous audit. Auditors found that the 
treasurer's records showed more money than the bank's records 
did—not because money was missing, but because accounting errors 
had accumulated over time, making it appear the county had more 
available funds than actually existed. After extensive work with 
local government services and county staff, errors were corrected 
and the fund balance adjusted accordingly.

"No money was missing. In fact, the problem was the opposite," 
Jarocki said, noting that the county now submits monthly reconcili-
ation reports to local government services and the monthly reports 
will continue to be posted online.

Western Montana Estates Subdivision Approved
The commission approved preliminary plat approval for the Western 
Montana Estates minor subdivision, a five-lot residential development 
off Highway 287. Community Development and Planning Director 
Nichole Brown presented the application, which cleared planning 
board review and incorporated all commission-requested conditions.

Key conditions include: a preliminary engineering report 
for Buffalo Jump Trail, the existing subdivision road serving the 
property; the developer's responsibility for their proportionate 
share of road improvements under county subdivision standards; 
and compliance with new state requirements for notice of intent to 
appropriate water from the Department of Natural Resources and 
Conservation (DNRC).

Brown noted that this was Broadwater County's first subdivision 
to complete the NOI process since new state law took effect January 
1, 2026. Developer Jane Cazier, who owns the property, expressed 
appreciation for the approval while noting the cost ($400 per lot) and 
restrictive water-use limits (10 acre feet for five residential units) 
will limit future development on the property. Cazier explained she 
retained road access rights when she previously sold the property 
to Park Trail Ranch Estates, anticipating future development to 
sell her residence.

Water Law Context: The NOI requirement came from the 2025 
legislative session following a landmark judicial ruling (McMahon 
decision in the Horse Hills Hills case). The change shifts responsibil-
ity for water analysis away from county commissioners—who lack 
water expertise—to DNRC, a state water expert agency.

Subdivision Exemption Application Approved:
The commission approved a revised subdivision exemption ap-
plication form after months of development incorporating legal, 
staff, and public feedback. Community Development Director 
Nichole Brown had color-coded commissioners' requested edits 
for transparency.

Key discussion points included moving references to minor 
grantees from the family transfer section to general acknowledge-
ments, and considering whether birth, adoption, and marriage 
documentation should be required to verify family relationships 
claimed on exemption applications.

Public commenter Chuck Hahn argued that documentation of 
relationships should be required, noting that other counties have 
done so without issues. County Attorney Kevin Bratcher explained 
the liability concerns: if the county required and stored vital records 
like birth certificates, adoption papers, or marriage certificates, the 
county would incur ongoing confidentiality and security obligations. 
Bratcher noted that applicants sign the exemption affidavit under 
penalty of perjury, which provides legal recourse if information 
is falsified.

County Clerk and Recorder Angie Bratcher, represented by 
Bratcher at the meeting, expressed concerns about the county's 
liability in storing sensitive vital records, particularly given vari-
able requirements across different document types (some marked 
confidential, some not).

After discussion, commissioners indicated they were comfortable 
with the affidavit process without requiring additional documentation.

Public Engagement and Communication Concerns:
Additional public comment from Chuck Hahn and Tim Ravendall 
raised ongoing concerns about public awareness of and participation 
in planning processes. Ravendall noted that growth-related water 
concerns require better notification to neighbors and the public 
about subdivision applications before decisions are made. He 
also questioned how planning board agendas are communicated 
and highlighted difficulty finding subdivision information online.

Commissioners acknowledged challenges with public commu-
nication and noted several initiatives under consideration, including 
a potential county app (in discussion phase) similar to school apps, 
which would allow residents to access information and forms more 
easily. Commissioners acknowledged staff limitations, noting that 
social media monitoring and posting require significant time and 
that a dedicated communications or grant-writing position doesn't 
currently exist in the budget.

The commission will not hold a meeting the following week 
due to Chair Randolph's attendance at a Big Sky Passenger Rail 
Authority conference in Helena.

Broadwater Commissioners Agenda

Broadwater Commissioners

515 Broadway, Townsend
Meetings are held at the Flynn Building on 
416 Broadway St.

Current and previously recorded meetings, 
official agenda, and minutes may be viewed on the website 
at https://www.broadwatercountymt.gov. 

Per Montana Code Annotated (MCA) 2-3-202, the agenda 
must include an item allowing public comment on any public 
matter that is not on the agenda of the meeting and that is 
within the jurisdiction of the agency conducting the meeting. 
Public comments will be taken either in writing before the 
meeting or in person at the beginning of the meeting. Written 
public comment must be received by 5pm the day before 
the meeting. This allows time for comments to be reviewed 
before the meeting. Mail and items for discussion and/or 
signature may occur as time allows during the meeting. Issues 
and times are subject to change. Working meetings will be 
posted on the agenda and will not be recorded. 

OFFICIAL agendas are posted at least 48 hours in ad-
vance of the meeting in the Courthouse (1st-floor bulletin 
board), on our website at www.broadwatercountymt.gov, in 
the window of the Flynn Building, and in the local MT43 
Newspaper when possible to meet the publishing deadline.

Monday, August 31, 2026

12:00 PM	 Interview at the Flynn Building for the Ad-
ministrative Assistant position with the Commissioners and 
interview panel members 

Tuesday, September 1, 2026

9:00 AM	 Working meeting with Bill Jarocki, County 
Administrative Officer, in CAO office, regarding projects 
and deadlines

Wednesday, September 2, 2026

10:00 AM	 Public comment on any subject not on the 
agenda, that the Commission has jurisdiction over

10:05 AM 	 Public Hearing, Debbie Kelley, Finance Officer/
Payroll Manager, Resolution to adopt Broadwater County’s 
FY 2026/2027 Annual Budget

10:10 AM	 	 Discussion/Decision, Debbie Kelley, Finance 
Officer/Payroll Manager, Resolution to adopt Broadwater 
County’s FY 2026/2027 Annual Budget

10:15 AM	 Discussion/Decision, Ed Shindoll, 5-year Tower 
Space Lease Agreement between Broadwater County and 
Northwestern Energy for the installation and maintenance 
of up to two (2) fire detection cameras.  

10:20 AM	 Discussion/Decision, County Attorney Kevin 
Bratcher, Resolution for the appointment of Special Deputy 
County Attorneys to assist with Prosecution of certain criminal 
cases	

10:25 AM	 Discussion/Decision, Letter appointing Meagan 
Poe as the County Representative to Many Rivers Board

10:30 AM	 Discussion/Decision, Nichole Brown, Com-
munity Development and Planning Director, G&J Estates 
Minor Subdivision request preliminary plat approval

10:40 AM	 Discussion/Decision, Nichole Brown, Com-
munity Development and Planning Director, changes to the 
Subdivision Exemption Application

10:45 AM	 Public comment on any subject not on the 
agenda, that the Commission has jurisdiction over

The county strives to make the meeting available virtually 
but cannot guarantee access due to platform failure, internet 
interruptions, or other potential technological malfunctions

Items for Discussion / Decision / Review / Sig-
nature – Consent Agenda 

•	 Certificate of Survey review 
•	 Management – on-going advisory board appointments 

/ Board bylaws
•	 Claims/Payroll/minutes 
•	 County Audit / Budget 
•	 Ongoing and renewing contracts 
•	 Ongoing grants, grant applications 
•	 Correspondence – support letters 
•	 Task Orders 
•	 Mail

Debi Randolph, Chair
(406) 266-9270 or (406) 451-6035

drandolph@broadwatercountymt.gov 

Lindsey Richtmyer
(406) 266-9271 or (406) 521-0834

lrichtmyer@broadwatercountymt.gov 

Jesse Swenson, Vice Chair
(406) 266-9272 or (406) 980-1213

jswenson@broadwatercountymt.gov 

E-mail:	 commissioners@broadwatercountymt.gov
Future Meetings will be held at the Flynn Building (416 

Broadway)
Please note: These meeting times/dates may change; 

please check the county website

•	 TEDD Committee Meeting, on September 2nd at 4:00 PM
•	 Trust Board Meeting on September 8th at 11:30 AM
•	 Planning Board Meeting on September 8th at 1:00 PM
•	 Fair Board Meeting on September 10th at 5:15 PM
•	 Noxious Weed Board Meeting on September 15th at 

7:00 PM
•	 Airport Board Meeting on September 16th at 6:00 PM
•	 Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) Meeting 

on September 17th at 1:00 PM
•	 Board of Health Meeting on September 21st at 3:30 PM
•	 County Parks and Recreation Meeting on September 

21st at 6:00 PM

The Commissioners may be attending these board meetings 
(except the Planning Board)
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NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE

To be sold for cash at a Trustee’s Sale on December 15, 2026, 
at 02:00 PM South entrance steps of the Broadwater County 
Courthouse, 515 Broadway Street, Townsend, MT 59644, the 
following described real property situated in Broadwater County, 
State of Montana:

Lot 6 of Block 8 in the 4th Ragen Addition, Unit No. 2, 
Broadwater County, Montana.

More commonly known as 610 S Oak St, Townsend, MT 
59644-3208.

Bruce J. Cleary and Jaclyn Benedict-Cleary, as Grantors, 
conveyed said real property to DGA Ltd. dba Superior Title, as 
Trustee, to secure an obligation owed to Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., as designated nominee for American 
Pacific Mortgage Corporation, beneficiary of the security instru-
ment, its successors and assigns, by Deed of Trust on May 28, 
2022, and filed for record in the records of the County Clerk 
and Recorder in Broadwater County, State of Montana, on May 
31, 2022 as Instrument No. 193746, in Book 241, at Page 515 
of Official Records.

The Deed of Trust was assigned for value as follows:

Assignee: Servis One, Inc. DBA BSI Financial Services
Assignment Dated: November 20, 2024
Assignment Recorded: November 25, 2024
Assignment Recording Information: as Instrument No. 200335, 
in Book 266, at Page 174, 

All in the records of the County Clerk and Recorder for 
Broadwater County, Montana.

Jason J. Henderson is the Successor Trustee pursuant to a 
Substitution of Trustee recorded in the office of the Clerk and 
Recorder of Broadwater County, State of Montana, on December 
3, 2024 as Instrument No. 200408, in Book 266, at Page 462, 
of Official Records.

The Beneficiary has declared a default in the terms of said 
Deed of Trust due to the Grantor(s) failure to make monthly 
payments beginning November 1, 2025, and each month sub-
sequent, which monthly installments would have been applied 
on the principal and interest due on said obligation and other 
charges against the property or loan. By reason of said default, 
the Beneficiary has declared all sums owing on the obligation 
secured by said Trust Deed immediately due and payable. 
The total amount due on this obligation is the principal sum 
of $226,618.13, interest in the sum of $14,108.52, escrow 
advances of $4,786.53, other amounts due and payable in the 
amount of $1,184.49 for a total amount owing of $246,697.67, 
plus accruing interest, late charges, and other fees and costs that 
may be incurred or advanced.

The Beneficiary anticipates and may disburse such amounts 
as may be required to preserve and protect the property and 
for real property taxes that may become due or delinquent, 
unless such amounts of taxes are paid by the Grantor. If such 
amounts are paid by the Beneficiary, the amounts or taxes will 
be added to the obligations secured by the Deed of Trust. Other 
expenses to be charged against the proceeds of this sale include 
the Trustee’s fees and attorney’s fees, costs and expenses of the 

sale, and late charges, if any.
Beneficiary has elected and has directed the Trustee to sell 

the above described property to satisfy the obligation.
The sale is a public sale and any person, including the 

Beneficiary, excepting only the Trustee, may bid at the sale. 
The bid price must be paid immediately upon the close of bid-
ding in cash or cash equivalents (valid money orders, certified 
checks or cashier’s checks). The conveyance will be made by 
Trustee’s Deed, without any representation or warranty, includ-
ing warranty of title, express or implied, as the sale is made 
strictly on an as-is, where-is basis, without limitation, the sale 
is being made subject to all existing conditions, if any, of lead 
paint, mold or other environmental or health hazards. The sale 
purchaser shall be entitled to possession of the property on the 
10th day following the sale.

The Grantor, successor in interest to the Grantor, or any other 
person having an interest in the property, has the right, at any 
time prior to the Trustee’s Sale, to pay to the Beneficiary, or the 
successor in interest to the Beneficiary, the entire amount then 
due under the Deed of Trust and the obligation secured thereby 
(including costs and expenses actually incurred and attorney’s 
fees) other than such portion of the principal as would not then 
be due had no default occurred and by curing any other default 
complained of herein that is capable of being cured by tender-
ing the performance required under the obligation or to cure 
the default, by paying all costs and expenses actually incurred 
in enforcing the obligation and Deed of Trust with Successor 
Trustee’s and attorney’s fees. In the event that all defaults are 
cured the foreclosure will be dismissed and the foreclosure sale 
will be canceled.

The scheduled Trustee’s Sale may be postponed by public 
proclamation up to 15 days for any reason. In the event of a 
bankruptcy filing, the sale may be postponed by the Trustee for 
up to 120 days by public proclamation at least every 30 days.

If the Trustee is unable to convey title for any reason, the 
successful bidder’s sole and exclusive remedy shall be the return 
of monies paid to the Successor Trustee and the successful 
bidder shall have no further recourse. 

Important Notice to Potential Bidders: Federal law 
administered by the Financial Crimes Enforcement Network 
(“FinCEN”), a bureau of the U.S. Department of the Treasury, 
requires certain residential real estate transactions to be reported to 
the federal government. If you are the winning bidder at auction, 
you may be required to provide identifying information about 
yourself and, if applicable, any entity or trust purchasing the 
property. This information is required by federal law and must 
be provided to complete the sale. Failure to provide required 
information after the sale may delay or prevent issuance of the 
foreclosure deed. 

This is an attempt to collect a debt and any information 
obtained will be used for that purpose.

Dated this 4th day of August, 2026. Jason J. Henderson 
Substitute Trustee 38 2nd Avenue East

Dickinson, ND 58601 Telephone: 801-355-2886 Office 
Hours: Mon.-Fri., 8AM-5PM (MST) File No. MT22491

Published August 28, September 4 and11, 2026
MNAXLP

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE

To be sold for cash at a Trustee’s Sale on December 
15, 2026, at 11:00 AM on the front steps of the Lewis 
and Clark County Courthouse, 228 Broadway Street, 
Helena, MT, the following described real property 
situated in Lewis and Clark County, State of Montana:

Lot E-1 of Prairie View Minor Subdivision, Tract E, being a 
portion of Section 29, Township 10 North, Range 2 West, P.M.M., 
Lewis and Clark County, Montana, as set out on Certificate of 
Survey filed under Document Number 556940-E.

More commonly known as 2320 Prairie Nest Dr, East 
Helena, MT 59635-9406.

Patrick L. Murray and Georgia Murry, as Grantors, conveyed 
said real property to First Montana Land Title Company, as 
Trustee, to secure an obligation owed to Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., as designated nominee for Valley 
Bank of Helena, Division of Glacier Bank, Beneficiary of the 
security instrument, its successors and assigns, by Deed of Trust 
on October 16, 2014, and filed for record in the records of the 
County Clerk and Recorder in Lewis and Clark County, State 
of Montana, on October 20, 2014 as Instrument No. 3264628, 
in Book M49, at Page 1139, and modified pursuant to the 
Modification filed for record on October 11, 2018, as Instrument 
No.  3328873, in Book M54, at Page 7960 of Official Records.

The Deed of Trust was assigned for value as follows:

Assignee: Branch Banking and Trust Company
Assignment Dated: January 23, 2018
Assignment Recorded: January 26, 2018
Assignment Recording Information: as Instrument No. 3317379, 
in Book M53, at Page 8203, 

All in the records of the County Clerk and Recorder for Lewis 
and Clark County, Montana.

Jason J. Henderson is the Successor Trustee pursuant to a 
Substitution of Trustee recorded in the office of the Clerk and 
Recorder of Lewis and Clark County, State of Montana, on July 
28, 2026 as Instrument No. 3453047, in Book M65, at Page 
6439, of Official Records.

The Beneficiary has declared a default in the terms of said 
Deed of Trust due to the Grantor(s) failure to make monthly 
payments beginning September 1, 2025, and each month sub-
sequent, which monthly installments would have been applied 
on the principal and interest due on said obligation and other 
charges against the property or loan. By reason of said default, 
the Beneficiary has declared all sums owing on the obligation 
secured by said Trust Deed immediately due and payable. The 
total amount due on this obligation is the principal sum of 
$222,216.71, interest in the sum of $9,027.59, escrow advances 
of $3,158.59, other amounts due and payable in the amount of 
$1,667.73 for a total amount owing of $236,070.62, plus ac-
cruing interest, late charges, and other fees and costs that may 
be incurred or advanced.

The Beneficiary anticipates and may disburse such amounts 
as may be required to preserve and protect the property and 
for real property taxes that may become due or delinquent, 
unless such amounts of taxes are paid by the Grantor. If such 
amounts are paid by the Beneficiary, the amounts or taxes will 
be added to the obligations secured by the Deed of Trust. Other 

expenses to be charged against the proceeds of this sale include 
the Trustee’s fees and attorney’s fees, costs and expenses of the 
sale, and late charges, if any.

Beneficiary has elected and has directed the Trustee to sell 
the above described property to satisfy the obligation.

The sale is a public sale and any person, including the 
Beneficiary, excepting only the Trustee, may bid at the sale. 
The bid price must be paid immediately upon the close of bid-
ding in cash or cash equivalents (valid money orders, certified 
checks or cashier’s checks). The conveyance will be made by 
Trustee’s Deed, without any representation or warranty, includ-
ing warranty of title, express or implied, as the sale is made 
strictly on an as-is, where-is basis, without limitation, the sale 
is being made subject to all existing conditions, if any, of lead 
paint, mold or other environmental or health hazards. The sale 
purchaser shall be entitled to possession of the property on the 
10th day following the sale.

The Grantor, successor in interest to the Grantor, or any other 
person having an interest in the property, has the right, at any 
time prior to the Trustee’s Sale, to pay to the Beneficiary, or the 
successor in interest to the Beneficiary, the entire amount then 
due under the Deed of Trust and the obligation secured thereby 
(including costs and expenses actually incurred and attorney’s 
fees) other than such portion of the principal as would not then 
be due had no default occurred and by curing any other default 
complained of herein that is capable of being cured by tender-
ing the performance required under the obligation or to cure 
the default, by paying all costs and expenses actually incurred 
in enforcing the obligation and Deed of Trust with Successor 
Trustee’s and attorney’s fees. In the event that all defaults are 
cured the foreclosure will be dismissed and the foreclosure sale 
will be canceled.

The scheduled Trustee’s Sale may be postponed by public 
proclamation up to 15 days for any reason. In the event of a 
bankruptcy filing, the sale may be postponed by the Trustee for 
up to 120 days by public proclamation at least every 30 days.

If the Trustee is unable to convey title for any reason, the 
successful bidder’s sole and exclusive remedy shall be the return 
of monies paid to the Successor Trustee and the successful 
bidder shall have no further recourse. 

Important Notice to Potential Bidders: Federal law 
administered by the Financial Crimes Enforcement Network 
(“FinCEN”), a bureau of the U.S. Department of the Treasury, 
requires certain residential real estate transactions to be reported to 
the federal government. If you are the winning bidder at auction, 
you may be required to provide identifying information about 
yourself and, if applicable, any entity or trust purchasing the 
property. This information is required by federal law and must 
be provided to complete the sale. Failure to provide required 
information after the sale may delay or prevent issuance of the 
foreclosure deed. 

This is an attempt to collect a debt and any information 
obtained will be used for that purpose.

Dated this 6th day of August, 2026. Jason J. Henderson 
Substitute Trustee 38 2nd Avenue East

Dickinson, ND 58601 Telephone: 801-355-2886 Office 
Hours: Mon.-Fri., 8AM-5PM (MST) File No. MT23604

Published August 28, September 4 and 11, 2026
MNAXLP

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

In accordance with 7-6-4021 and 7-6-4024 MCA, the Broad-
water County Commissioners will be holding a public hearing 
to discuss the adoption of Broadwater County’s FY 2026/2027 
Annual Budget. The hearing is set for Wednesday, September 
2, 2026, at 10:05 AM, located at 416 Broadway St. in the Com-
missioner Meeting room. 

Any taxpayer or resident may appear and be heard in support 
of or in opposition to the final budget.

The final budget will be available for review by August 
26, 2026, in the Clerk and Recorder’s office or on the county 
website www.broadwatercountymt.gov 

Published August 21 and 28, 2026
MNAXLP

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The City of Townsend Zoning Commission will hold a public 
hearing at 6:30 p.m., Thursday, September 10, 2026, at City 
Hall, 110 Broadway, Townsend, Montana.

The purpose of the public hearing is to consider a request 
for a Conditional Use Permit to allow a manufactured home 
within the R-2, Medium Density Residential District.

Pursuant to Section 13.13.030 “Conditional Use Permits 
Review” of the Townsend Zoning Ordinance the Zoning Com-
mission shall hold a public hearing on the proposals.

The CUP proposes a manufactured home located at 312 
South Spruce Street within the R-2, Medium Density Residential 
District. The property is legally described as Lot 27-28, Block 
46, Townsend Original Townsite.

Maps and related data regarding this application may be 
reviewed by contacting Jeremy Fadness, WWC Engineering, 
1275 Maple Street, Suite F, Helena, MT 59601, 406-443-3962. 
Written comments may be directed to the Deputy City Clerk, 
110 Broadway, Townsend, Montana 59644. Written comments 
must be received by September 10, 2026, by 4:00 p.m. Interested 
parties are invited to attend the Public Hearing and make known 
their views and concerns on the proposed Variance application. 

UPON REASONABLE NOTICE, THE CITY OF 
TOWNSEND WILL PROVIDE ASSISTANCE FOR THOSE 
PERSONS WITH SENSORY IMPAIRMENTS. FOR FURTHER 
INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT THE CITY CLERK.

Published August 21 and 28, 2026
MNAXLP

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The City of Townsend Zoning Commission will hold a public 
hearing at 6:30 p.m., Thursday, September 10, 2026, at City 
Hall, 110 Broadway, Townsend, Montana.

The purpose of the public hearing is to consider a request 
for a Conditional Use Permit to allow a manufactured home 
within the R-2, Medium Density Residential District.

Pursuant to Section 13.13.030 “Conditional Use Permits 
Review” of the Townsend Zoning Ordinance the Zoning Com-
mission shall hold a public hearing on the proposals.

The CUP proposes a manufactured home located at 128 South 
Harrison Avenue within the R-2, Medium Density Residential 
District. The property is legally described as Lot 8-9, Block E, 
Potts-Harrison Addition.

Maps and related data regarding this application may be 
reviewed by contacting Jeremy Fadness, WWC Engineering, 
1275 Maple Street, Suite F, Helena, MT 59601, 406-443-3962. 
Written comments may be directed to the Deputy City Clerk, 
110 Broadway, Townsend, Montana 59644. Written comments 
must be received by September 10, 2026, by 4:00 p.m. Interested 
parties are invited to attend the Public Hearing and make known 
their views and concerns on the proposed Variance application. 

UPON REASONABLE NOTICE, THE CITY OF 
TOWNSEND WILL PROVIDE ASSISTANCE FOR THOSE 
PERSONS WITH SENSORY IMPAIRMENTS. FOR FURTHER 
INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT THE CITY CLERK.

Published August 21 and 28, 2026
MNAXLP

NOTICE TO WATER USERS

On September 23, 2024, Hidden Hollow Hideaway Ranch, Inc. 
(HHHR) filed a motion with the Water Court seeking to amend 
the period of use and period of diversion of water right claims 
41I 49383 00 and 41I 49385 00. The claims are for irrigation 
use from Hinaman Creek in Broadwater County. The water 
right claims are part of Water Court Case 41I-0082-R-2023.

A full copy of HHHR’s motion and the Court’s order requir-
ing this notice are available on the “Notices & Information” 
page of the Montana Water Court’s website at https://courts.
mt.gov/courts/water/Notices-Info/. Interested parties may file 
a response or objection.

Any response or objection to the motion must be filed 
with the Montana Water Court, PO Box 1389, Bozeman, MT 
59771, or electronically filed at watercourt@mt.gov, within 
45 days of the last publication of this notice. Therefore, the 
filing deadline is October 20, 2026. A copy of any response or 
objection must be mailed to Hidden Hollow Hideaway Ranch, 
Inc., c/o Calli J. Michaels, MICHAELS LAW, PLLC, PO Box 
75, Silver Star, MT 59751, cmichaels@mlawmt.com. Please 
indicate “Case 41I-0082-R-2023” on any response, objection, 
or other correspondence

Published August 21, 28 and September 4, 2026
MNAXLP

Legal NoticesLegal Notices
Legal notices are required to print in local newspapers and may hold private or public interest.
Here you may read about Probate Notices, Estate Settlements and other Judicial Actions as well as important Broadwater County notices.
Legal notices are required to print in local newspapers and may hold private or public interest.
Here you may read about Probate Notices, Estate Settlements and other Judicial Actions as well as important Broadwater County notices.

HELP WANTED: Broadwater County PT Site Attendant

Broadwater County is soliciting qualified applicants to fill the 
position of a PT Site Attendant. The wage is $13-$15/hr, DOE. 
Applicants must have a valid Montana Driver’s License and 
be able to pass a background check. Applications and a copy 
of the job description can be obtained on the county’s website 
at www.broadwatercountymt.gov under Job Openings at the 
bottom of the page.

Resumes and complete applications can be mailed to Brenda 
Harris at 515 Broadway, Townsend, MT 59644 or emailed to 
brenda.harris@broadwatercountymt.gov 

Please contact Brenda Harris at 406-266-9212 if you have 
any questions.

Broadwater County is an equal opportunity employer. 
Broadwater County shall, upon request, provide reasonable 
accommodations to otherwise qualified individuals with dis-
abilities. Veterans and Disabled preferences are applicable.

Published August 21 and 28, 2026
MNAXLP

JOB OPENING
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Samuel Anagnostou
Justice Court Clerk

8/21/26

MONTANA HIGHWAY PATROL FAILURE TO 
WEAR SEAT BELTS

Todd Watson – East Townsend – Seatbelt Violation – 
paid fines - $20 fines & fees

Dallis Lapp – Great Falls – Seatbelt Violation – paid 
fines - $20 fines & fees

MONTANA HIGHWAY PATROL FINES

Jacob Wieland – Belgrade – Operating with expired 
registration – failure to reregister – paid fines - $85 
fines & fees

Calvin Sendra – Belgrade – speeding on national 
4 lane – exceed day limit of 75mph – paid fines - $20 
fines & fees

Patrick Resop – Bozeman – Speeding on national 
4 lane – exceed day limit of 75mph – paid fines - $70 
fines & fees

Lamar Phillips – Columbia, SC – Speeding on 
national 4 lane – exceed day limit of 75mph – paid 
fines - $120 fines & fees

Dallis Lapp – Great Falls – Careless Driving – paid 
fines - $85 fines & fees

Andrew Jungers – Butte – Speeding on national 4 
lane – exceed day limit of 75mph – paid fines - $70 
fines & fees

Destiny Grandy – Townsend – Speeding on national 
4 lane – exceed day limit of 75mph – paid fines - $70 
fines & fees

Nicole Franjevic – Bozeman – Speeding on national 
4 lane – exceed day limit of 75mph – paid fines - $70 
fines & fees

Alec Ballard – Helena – Speeding on national 4 
lane – exceed day limit of 75mph – paid fines - $70 
fines & fees

Kiera Brown – Helena – Careless Driving – plead 
guilty - $85 fines & fees

- Seatbelt violation – plead guilty - $20 fines & fees
Richard Saunders – Big Sky – Reckless Driving, 

1st offense – plead guilty - $285 fines & fees. Court to 
defer imposition of sentence for six (6) months with 
good behavior, payment of fine, and completion of 
other program. Defendant to enroll and complete online 
Traffic Course within four (4) months. 

BROADWATER COUNTY FINES

Wilder Spano – Anaconda – Speeding on non-interstate 
– exceed day limit of 70mph – paid fines - $120 fines 
& fees

Donovan Hayes – Helena – Aggravated Driving 
under the influence of alcohol and or drugs, 1st offense 
– plead guilty - $1,085.00 fines & fees. Sentenced to 
one (1) year in Broadwater County Jail with the execu-
tion of all but two (2) days suspended for one (1) year 
with good behavior, payment of fine, and completion 
of other program. Defendant to enroll in ACT class or 
VA equivalent within one (1) month, to be completed 
within four (4) months. Restrictive probationary license 
recommended. 

Justin Denoyer – Whitehall – Operate non-commercial 

vehicle with alcohol concentration of .08% or greater, 1st 
offense – plead guilty - $685 fines & fees. Sentenced to 
six (6) months in Broadwater County Jail with execution 
of all six (6) months suspended with good behavior, 
payment of fine, and completion of other program. 
Defendant to enroll in ACT within one (1) month, 
to be completed within four (4) months. Restrictive 
probationary license recommended. 

INITIAL APPEARANCE FOR DISTRICT COURT

Kuan-Tsun Huang – Taiwan – Defendant was given 
curtesy appearance in Justice Court to have the charges 
against them explained. No Plea Taken. The Defendant 
is innocent until proven guilty. Defendant is charged 
with Strangulation of Partner or Family Member, 1st 
offense. $20,000 bond with conditions. Defendant given 
District Court Hearing Date.

Viola Little Elk – Boulder – Defendant was given 
curtesy appearance in Justice Court to have the charges 
against them explained. No Plea taken. The Defendant is 
innocent until proven guilty. Defendant is charged with 
Fail To Carry Proof Or Exhibit/Insurance In Vehicle 
- Owner Or Operator - 1st Offense, Operate a Vehicle 
Which Has Not Been Properly Registered, Negligent 
Vehicular Assault (Bodily Injury), Driving Under The 
Influence Of Alcohol and or Drugs - 4th or Subsequent 
Offense, Fail to Comply with Requirements Resulting 
in Bodily Injury or Death and Driving a Motor Vehicle 
While Privilege To Do So Is Suspended or Revoked - 
Susp For 61-8-1002. $50,000.00 bond with conditions. 
Defendant given District Court hearing date. 

INITIAL APPEARANCE - OTHER JURISDICTION 

Sean Buchanan – Townsend – Defendant arrested on a 
warrant issued by Lewis & Clark County District Court 
to answer a Petition to Revoke Suspended Sentence. 
Defendant committed to Broadwater County Jail until 
post bond or transport. $15,000.00 bond with conditions. 
If defendant posts bond, to appear in Lewis & Clark 
County District Court the following Tuesday.

Sean Buchanan – Townsend – Defendant arrested 
on authorization to pick up and hold probationer issued 
by Probation Officer for violations, three (3) counts. 
Defendant committed to Broadwater County detention 
until post bond or transport. $15,000.00 bond with 
conditions. If defendant posts bond, to contact Parole 
/ Probation immediately.

Aaron Minnix – Billings – Defendant arrested on 
Warrant issued by Sweet Grass County Justice Court for 
failing to appear. Defendant committed to Broadwater 
County Detention until post bond or transport. $500.00 
bond with conditions. If defendant posts bond, to ap-
pear in Sweet Grass County Justice Court within ten 
(10) days of release. 

Shannon Masterson – Townsend – Defendant arrested 
on warrant issued by Flathead County Justice Court for 
failing to comply. Defendant committed to Broadwater 
County detention until post bond or transport. $1,685.00 
bond with conditions. If defendant posts bond, to appear 
in Flathead County Justice Court within ten (10) days. 

Shannon Masterson – Townsend – Defendant ar-
rested on warrant issued by Flathead County Justice 
Court for failure to pay or appear. Defendant committed 
to Broadwater County Detention until post bond or 
transport. $1,000.00 bond with conditions. If defendant 
posts bond, to appear in Flathead County Justice Court 
within ten (10) days.

Justice of the Peace

Nancy Marks
MT43 News Reporter

August 21, 2026

Friday, August 21st, 1st District Court 
Judge Kathy Seeley held several hearings for cases 
pending in Broadwater County. County Attorney Kevin 
Bratcher prosecuted the cases. Qasim Walid Aabdul-
Baki acted as public defender. 

Kuyan- Tsun Huang, a native of Taiwan, made his 
first appearance before Judge Kathy Seeley on a charge 
of strangulation of a partner or family member. Huang, 
a software engineer in his home country, was charged 
August 7, 2026, after a call about a stopped SUV on 
Highway 287 with passengers asking for help. Huang 
is released on bond. He was represented by Attorney 
Megan Moore. The judge, county attorney, defense 
attorney, and Huang spoke through a translator by 
Zoom, since Huang does not speak English.

Counsel Moore advised Judge Seeley her client 
was prepared to enter a not guilty plea. After accepting 
the plea, the judge set Huang’s hearings for presenting 
information, pretrial, and jury trial. She advised the 
defendant that since he is not a citizen of the United 
States, a conviction could result in deportation.

Counsel Moore requested Huang be allowed to 
return home to Taiwan, that he had invested large 
amounts of money on bail, an attorney, housing, and 
food. He could lose his job also. After Moore verified 
that Huang did not have a criminal history in Taiwan, 
Judge Seeley authorized the defendant’s passport 
and visa be returned to him, allowing him to return 
to Taiwan. Prosecutor Bratcher agreed as long as the 
defendant returns to Broadwater County for subsequent 
hearings and sentencing. 

Jami Marie Buckley, arrested for possessing fentanyl 
along with paraphernalia and another charge September 
30, 2024, of theft of a light vehicle. Judge Seeley ac-
cepted Buckley’s change of plea to guilty. Buckley’s 
sentencing is scheduled at a later date.

Christina Jean Moorhouse has her information gather-
ing set October 9, 2026, to face 2 counts of possessing 

dangerous drugs and paraphernalia. 
Ryan Scott Johnson is charged with criminal endan-

germent of a minor, driving while under the influence, 
and reckless driving when he was arrested on Highway 
287 May 30, 2026. The children were released to their 
mother. His pretrial date is set for February 19, 2027. 

Jordon Jamor King had his hearing to gather informa-
tion regarding his April 14, 2026, arrest for driving under 
the influence. His trial date is set for January 11, 2027.

Jeneth Tyler Roberts had his sentencing vacated and 
reset for September 18, 2026. Roberts was convicted of 
unauthorized control over an elder’s property exceeding 
$1,500 and elder exploitation.

Josua Ross, who appeared from a treatment center, 
entered a petition to revoke his suspended sentence. 
Ross was charged and convicted of stalking in Meagher 
County. His hearing is set for Sept. 4, 2026.

Colt Lee Smith had an informational hearing for 
criminal possession of drugs with intent to distribute 
methamphetamine and possessing drug paraphernalia. 
His pretrial hearing is set for October 16, 2026.

Jesse Lee Surbrugg had his initial court appearance 
for a charge of partner or family member assault. His 
information hearing is set for October 16, 2026. 

Kenneth Paul Tanner pleaded guilty to a charge of 
criminal possession of dangerous drugs and partner or 
family member assault when he was arrested January 5, 
2026. His presentence investigation is set for October 
16, 2026. 

Michael Paul Taylor was arrested June 20, 2025, for 
his 4th offense of driving while under the influence, 1st 
offense of reckless driving and endangering a highway 
worker, and for having an open container of alcohol in 
his vehicle. He pleaded not guilty to charges. His next 
hearing is October 16, 2026.

Harley Wildman, charged with partner or family 
member assault, criminal endangerment, and crimi-
nal mischief money loss of over $1,500, had his bail 
lowered to $15,000. 

LeDawn Inez Williams has her pretrial hearing set 
for February 19, 2027, on charges of assault with a 
weapon to cause bodily injury and partner or family 
member assault.

CourtCourt
BeatBeat

CourtCourt
BeatBeat

Alternative Payment Schedule for Primary Residences
Broadwater County Commissioners

Broadwater County homeowners may not be aware of 
an alternative property tax payment option that may 
make budgeting easier and help avoid the challenge of 
two large biennial tax payments.

Montana statute MCA 15-16-122 allows owners 
of qualifying primary residences to participate in the 
Alternative Payment Schedule for Primary Residences. 
This program allows homeowners to spread their an-
nual property tax bill over seven monthly payments 
between November and May, instead of making two 
larger payments in November and May.

For many residents, property taxes are one of the 
largest annual household expenses. While the traditional 
payment schedule works well for some, others prefer 
the predictability of smaller monthly payments. The 
Alternative Payment Schedule was created to provide 
that flexibility.

For example, a homeowner with a $3,500 an-
nual property tax bill would normally pay $1,750 in 
November and $1,750 in May. Under the Alternative 
Payment Schedule, that same taxpayer would make 
seven payments of approximately $500 each.

The program is available to owners of qualifying 
primary residences without current tax delinquency. 
Homeowners who wish to participate must enroll through 
the Broadwater County Treasurer's Office and certify 
that the property is their primary residence. Enrollment 
for the coming tax year is due by September 30th.  Once 

a taxpayer is enrolled, participation continues unless 
the homeowner chooses to withdraw.

It is important to understand that this program does 
not reduce property taxes or change the amount owed. 
Property owners remain responsible for paying the full 
tax on their property. The program simply provides an 
alternative payment schedule that may better fit some 
household budgets.

As with any property tax payment option, payments 
must be made on time. Missed payments may become 
delinquent and could result in penalties and interest as 
provided by Montana law.

The Broadwater County Treasurer's Office encourages 
residents to consider whether the Alternative Payment 
Schedule is a good fit for their financial situation. 
Homeowners living on fixed incomes, working families, 
first-time homebuyers, and anyone who prefers monthly 
budgeting may find the program particularly helpful.

Property taxes help fund vital local services that 
support our communities, schools, roads, emergency 
services, and local government operations. The Alterna-
tive Payment Schedule provides another tool to help 
Broadwater County residents meet those obligations 
in a way that works best for their household finances.

Residents who would like to learn more about 
eligibility requirements or enrollment are encouraged 
to contact the Broadwater County Treasurer's Office at 
406-266-9218 or mfranks@broadwatercountymt.gov.  

We are happy to answer questions and help taxpayers 
determine whether this payment option is right for them.
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Rachael Brug
Staff Reporter

8/18/2026 

Pet Pantry, Pickleball Court, and Permanent 
School Drop-off Lane Approved by Council

Community initiatives expand recreation and pet 
resources; permanent street closure allows safer student 
arrivals at elementary school.

The Townsend City Council approved three commu-
nity-focused initiatives during its August 18th meeting, 
expanding access to pet supplies, recreational opportu-
nities, and school safety measures while streamlining 
administrative processes for special events.

Mayor Vickie Rauser presided over the meeting, 
which was attended by council members and city staff 
including City Clerk and Treasurer Kari Williams, 
City Attorney Ed Guza, and Public Works Director 
Eric Crusch.

Donated Fire Department Vehicle Accepted:
The council unanimously approved Resolution No. R02-
2026, accepting a donated vehicle from the Broadwater 
County Sheriff's Department for use by the Townsend 
City Fire Department and volunteer firefighters. The 
resolution authorizes Mayor Rauser to execute title 
transfer, registration, insurance, and related documenta-
tion. Prior to operational use, the city will obtain title 
in its name, remove or return county license plates and 
registration, confirm insurance coverage, and authorize 
any necessary equipment modifications or decommis-
sioning of law enforcement equipment.

Pet Pantry Coming to Holloway Park:
Georgia Wilde, a former animal control officer and 
current veterinary clinic employee, received council 
approval to establish a pet pantry at Holloway Park. 
The project addresses community animal welfare by 
providing accessible supplies to residents who need 
temporary assistance keeping their animals contained 
and tagged.

Wilde explained that the pet pantry will operate as 
a "leave what you need, take what you don't" resource, 
stocked with items such as collars, leashes, harnesses, and 
tie-outs. The pantry will occupy a small "little library" 
box approximately 4.5 feet tall and will be monitored 
weekly or bi-weekly by Wilde and volunteers to ensure 
it remains clean and safely stocked.

The council initially considered placing the pantry at 
McCarthy Park, but City Council Member Peter Simon 
raised concerns about the park's potential designation as 
a dog-free zone to support athletic activities. Ultimately, 
council agreed that Holloway Park offered better place-
ment, with the box located near the pavilion area away 
from soccer fields. Wilde noted that the location works 
well because a co-worker living nearby can assist with 
maintenance.

Wilde indicated that while the pantry will not stock 
pet food initially, she and her veterinary colleagues 
can provide referrals for residents struggling to feed 
their pets, connecting them with community resources 
including the food pantry and local veterinary clinics. 
Council requested that Wilde return in two months to 
report on the pantry's use, benefits, and any challenges 
experienced.

"I really do support you. I just heard different things 
about maybe making McCarthy Park a dog-free zone," 
Simon said, framing his concerns as feedback he'd 
received rather than personal opposition. "I completely 
agree with you," responded Director Crusch regarding 
the project's merits.

Second Pickleball Court Approved 
at Tennis Courts:

The council approved Jeff Langlinais's request to 
paint pickleball court lines on a second tennis court at 
McCarthey Park (referred to variously as "Court Park" 
during discussion). The project follows the successful 
addition of pickleball lines to one court in recent years. 
Langlinais will measure, mark, and paint the lines 
himself, and Public Works Director Crusch confirmed 
that the city has paint available for the project.

Council discussion initially centered on potential 
conflicts with the established tennis program. Peter 
Simon expressed concern about whether additional 
pickleball lines might limit tennis court availability, 

Townsend City Council Meeting
noting that the existing lines on the first court already 
create visual complexity for tennis players who must 
navigate both sets of markings.

However, council members and community members 
affirmed support for the project. One resident thanked 
Langlinais for the professional quality of the existing 
pickleball lines, and a council member noted that the 
former tennis coach—whom she had texted—was 
enthusiastically supportive of adding another court due 
to increased pickleball demand.

Permanent Street Closure for Elementary 
School Drop-Off Approved:

Townsend Elementary School Principal Steve Cook 
received approval to make permanent the temporary 
closure of North Pine Street for student drop-offs dur-
ing the school year. The closure, which has operated 
successfully for two years, runs from 7:45 a.m. to 8:00 
a.m. on school days and has "increased safety there 
tremendously," according to Cook.

The closure directs parents to drop students at the 
playground area rather than at the school entrance, 
consolidating traffic and reducing congestion once 
buses arrive. Cook noted that the practice was well-
established and working effectively, eliminating the 
need for annual council approval.

Council Member JB Howick suggested shifting the 
approval from an annual cycle to a five-year cycle, but 
Cook indicated that annual requests were not burden-
some and would allow for flexibility if traffic patterns 
changed. The council instead voted to make the closure 
permanent, with an amendment specifying that it would 
remain in effect "in perpetuity or until such time as 
traffic patterns change."

Homecoming Parade Approved 
with Insurance Clarification:

Townsend High School Principal Sheri Heavrin received 
council approval for a street closure to accommodate the 
homecoming parade on September 25th, 2026, starting 
at 2:30 p.m. The parade will travel down Broadway, 
loop around the block, and return to the school, follow-
ing the same route and format used in previous years.

The council noted a discrepancy in the submitted 
certificate of liability insurance, which listed "Central 
Electric" as the insured entity rather than the school 
district. Heavrin clarified that the error was administra-
tive and would be corrected.

Discussion touched on school scheduling flexibility. 
Heavrin explained that homecoming dates are not chosen 
by the school but are determined by the Montana High 
School Association's football schedule, which sets the 
dates for the entire state. The school can only select 
which weeks work best given its limited number of 
home games.

One council member raised a procedural question 
about event applications submitted without firm dates, 
noting that the current ordinance requires 60-day 
advance notice. City Attorney Guza suggested that 
applications from schools might warrant an exception 
to accommodate circumstances beyond their control. 
This discussion was noted for future consideration.

Eagle Beverage Event Approved:
The council approved a street closure request from 
Eagle Beverage of Helena for a promotional event 
featuring the Budweiser Clydesdales on September 
15th, 2026, from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. The event will see 
the horses proceed down Broadway from Front Street 
to Cedar Street, then loop back to park in an empty lot 
for public viewing. Eagle Beverage has already obtained 
state approval for the highway closure and provided 
required certificates of insurance.

Tax Levy and Budget Resolutions Approved:
City Clerk Williams presented the determination of tax 
revenue and mill levy valuations for fiscal year 2026-
2027. The calculations showed a total market value of 
taxable property in Townsend of approximately $292.9 
million. The city established a maximum levy of 62.57 
mills, which could generate $214,641 in property taxes. 
However, council approved a levy of 54.87 mills for the 
general and fire funds, generating $188,227 and leaving 
7.70 mills to carry forward to the next fiscal year.

Williams noted that the city does not have large 
individual taxpayers, so it did not establish a reserve 
fund under new provisions authorized by the state 
legislature. She also highlighted the city's flexibility 
to increase the fire department budget in future years 

if council deemed it necessary.
Following approval of the mill levy, the council 

unanimously adopted Resolution 2026-R03, formally 
approving and adopting the fiscal year 2026-2027 
budget as amended and finalized by council.

Fire Department Updates and 
Parade Safety Concerns:

Fire Chief Andrew provided updates on departmental 
activities and raised safety concerns regarding parade 
protocols. He highlighted the work of Mason, a new 
firefighter who spent three hours at the county rodeo 
raising $410 for a family that lost a child. Mason also 
replaced a door that had been cut to free someone from 
a room, demonstrating his initiative and willingness to 
tackle additional responsibilities.

The fire chief identified parade safety issues requiring 
attention in ordinance language and event applications. 
He noted that at the rodeo parade, children intentionally 
threw "pop" fireworks—devices that explode with a loud 
sound—directly in front of horses, creating a serious 
safety hazard. While the incident was resolved through 
coordination between the parade coordinator and fire 
department, the chief requested that event materials 
include explicit language prohibiting items that pop, 
bang, or make loud noises.

Andrew also noted communication gaps regarding 
street barricade placement and the need to ensure man-
datory contact with the fire department. He requested 
that parade ordinance materials clearly specify:

•	 Fire department contact numbers and personnel 
for coordination

•	 Requirement that parade organizers provide advance 
notice and contact information

•	 A single, clearly designated parade route map to 
avoid confusion about turns and turnarounds

•	 Notification of any emergency conditions that would 
require barricades to remain in place even if fire 
personnel must respond to calls

"We all love helping out, we love being a part of the 
parades and we'll continue to do that just as long as we 
have some notification ahead of time," Andrew said, 
noting that staffing challenges have increased as older 
retired volunteers are no longer available for street 
blocking duties.

Chief Guza and council members acknowledged the 
fire department's concerns and committed to review-
ing event application materials to ensure that parade 
protocols are clearly documented.

Compliance Officer Recruitment Update:
City Clerk Williams announced that the city has received 
two applications for the compliance officer position. 
Williams indicated she would be scheduling interviews 
with both candidates and asked if any council members 
wished to participate. Two council members expressed 
interest in joining the interview team.

Pending Business:
Council noted that the following items remain pending 
or in process:

•	 Pool facility assessment and maintenance planning
•	 Title I and II program reviews
•	 Fire Department Memorandum of Understanding
•	 Wage and salary study updates
•	 General ordinance review
•	 Telecommunications Franchise Ordinance (nearing 

presentation)
•	 Animal Control Ordinance revision (to resume in 

September)

Public Works Update:
Public Works Director Eric Crusch reported on water 
system progress. The new water tower was filled for 
a second time without issues and has been isolated 
pending bacterial testing. Samples were expected to 
be returned by Saturday, with the system returning to 
service early the following week.

Crusch also noted an upcoming opportunity to 
address pothole issues on I Street while contractors 
work on paving around the new water tower, capital-
izing on the grading work to address a long-standing 
community concern.

He reported minimal progress on the North Cherry 
development, with contractors still conducting mate-
rial sampling and base preparation to ensure adequate 
foundation work before proceeding.
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There is Something in the 
Air, and it’s Not Smoke!

As some of our days turn cooler, I notice people walking 
around town more. Couples who have been together 
for a long time and have grown together as friends, 
partners, and spouses. There is something special that 
is showing in their gazes, and even the way they walk. 
What is this fantastic sparkling thing? Why, it’s Love!

My wife Linda and I are part of this; we love to 
walk around Townsend holding hands. It feels like 
being 16 again. (Quiet, all you young people!) I don’t 
think we inspired other folks; however, I have noticed 
many couples lately walking hand in hand too. This is 
a beautiful thing; it means two people share a closeness 
and caring that makes us feel happy and loved. With all 
the negativity in this world, this is incredibly special. 
No matter your age, seek this out. Find that special 
someone who makes your heart skip a beat when they 
just walk into a room.

There doesn’t need to be a special season or orga-
nized event. If you have shared several weeks, months, 
or years with someone, embrace the caring. And truly 
enjoy each other’s company; these moments are fleeting 
anymore. Too many times, we let moments pass us by, 
without even noticing they are gone. A few years ago, 
there was a commercial on TV - it showed 2 different 
scenarios. The first was two people, man and woman, 
walking toward each other, both on their cell phones. 
The first scene showed them bump into each other, then 
move around each other and go on their way. Nothing 
happened. BORING!

The 2nd scene showed them bump into one another; 
they stopped, and the lady asked where a certain loca-
tion was. The guy says, “Oh, it’s right down the block; 
c’mon, I’ll show you.” The scene continues where they 
share a coffee stop, talking and laughing. It then shows 
how they really connect, date, and get married. I know, 
silly - but is it? They connected because they actually 
looked up from their stupid phones and found the person 
right in front of them. They became life partners, and 
they walk around now at an older age, holding hands! 

Life is to be lived and loved. I see people, maybe 
on the Gates of the Mountain cruise, with their phones 
filming the trip. STOP IT! Look at the beautiful scenery. 
See it firsthand, not through a camera/phone lens. Look 
at and talk with folks around you; maybe you might 
find a kindred spirit.

Live, Laugh, Love. BE! Don’t just exist; be IN your 
lives. You might just find you are HAPPY; remember 
that word? Watch as the leaves start to turn, and love 
every minute of the changing season. 

And feed your Squirrels!

Dave Kuntz
University of Montana Marketing and Communication

UM to Host First-of-its-Kind Montana AI Summit – The 
University of Montana will host the Montana AI Sum-
mit, a first-of-its-kind statewide conference on artificial 
intelligence and its future in Montana, from Tuesday 
through Wednesday, Sept. 1-2, in the University Center 
Ballroom. There will also be an optional workshop on 
Thursday, Sept. 3.

The Montana AI Summit is a free event bringing 
together University leaders, government officials, 
technology innovators and other individuals interested 
in how artificial intelligence is shaping Montana. At-
tendees can register for the conference online at https://
mtsummit.ai/#schedule.

Designed for the AI-curious and the skeptical alike, 
the summit will gather workers, business owners, educa-
tors, and community members from across Montana to 
ask the questions that matter most: What is AI actually 
doing to jobs, industries, and communities, and what 
should be done about it?

Day one of the conference, kicking off at 8:30 a.m., 
will focus on AI’s impact on Montana communities 
and businesses, including data centers, AI fluency, and 
workforce impacts.

The second day will start at 9 a.m. and more broadly 
explore perspectives on AI in government and education, 
including a student panel on AI’s impact on learning 
and the future of work and a discussion of AI in K–12 
education presented by Montana Digital Academy. 
Other topics will include data sovereignty, responsible 
AI, and institutional AI readiness.

The optional third day will allow attendees to go 
deeper with hands-on workshops. Laptops are available 

AI Conference at University of Montana September 1st
for those who need one. This segment will take place 
starting at 9:15 a.m. in UM’s James E. Todd Building.

A full conference schedule is available on the 
Montana AI Summit website.

“Montana’s industries are already being shaped 
by AI, and the people who understand Montana's 
economy best are Montanans,” said Zach Rossmiller, 
chief information officer and associate vice president 
for Information Technology at UM. “Whether you’re a 
farmer in eastern Montana wondering what this means 
for your operation, a small business owner in Billings 
who’s already using these tools and wants to go further, 
or a skeptic who isn’t convinced any of this applies to 
you yet, this summit is where that conversation happens.”

The summit will focus on the practical workforce and 
economic questions that matter to Montana industries. 
The event is designed for Montana’s workforce at every 
stage of their relationship with AI, from businesses 
just beginning to explore these tools to those already 
using them and looking to go deeper. No prior technical 
experience is required to attend.

The summit’s organizing team and partner organiza-
tions are rooted in Montana business, technology, and 
education communities, and the programming will 
reflect the industries, challenges, and opportunities 
specific to this state. The Montana High Tech Business 
Alliance, one of the summit’s founding partners, has 
been a driving force in that effort.

The Montana AI Summit is developed in partnership 
with Montana High Tech Business Alliance, Craton 
Consulting, AccelerateMT, Blackfoot Communica-
tions, CubCloudAI, and AIFluency.ai. UM Information 
Technology is the organizing institution.

Contact: Dave Kuntz, UM vice president of market-
ing and communications, 406-243-5659, dave.kuntz@
umontana.edu.
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Elkhorn Community Fellowship
126 N Cedar St. Townsend
Pastor Eric Crusch (406) 949-0183
Sunday: 11:00am- Services
Wednesday: 4:00 - 5:30pm Team KID for K - 5th Grades  
| 6:00 - 7:30pm Youth Group for 6 - 12th Grades
* 
Faith Baptist Church
5 Jack Farm Rd. Townsend
Pastor Seth Wenzel (406) 266-4219
Sunday: 10:00am Sunday School | 11:00am Morning 
Service | 6:00pm Evening Service
Wednesday: 7:00pm Bible Study & Prayer
*
Holy Cross Catholic Church
101 S Walnut St. Townsend
Parish Contact (406) 266-4811
email: office@holycrossmt.org
Sunday: 3:30pm - 4:15pm (or by appt.) Reconciliation | 
4:30pm- Mass | 5:30pm (during the school year) Dinner 
with 6:00pm Religious Ed for all Grades
Adult Education Programs found on  holycrossmt.org
Monday: 9:00am Mass |  9:30am Adoration
Tuesday: 9:00am Mass
*
Mountain Valley Church (of the CMA)
110 E Street Townsend
Pastor Eric Krueger (406) 594-7609
MountainValleyChurch.org
Sunday: 10:00am Services with Nursery, Kids and 
Youth Ministry
Wednesdays: (Paused for Summer) 6:30- 8:00pm The 
Rock Youth Ministry and Adult Bible Study Groups
Livestream:  Facebook.com/mountainValleyChurch406
Life groups meet weekly. Call for more information.
*
Radersburg Baptist Church
7 Main St, Radersburg
Special Service Pastors (406) 266-4673
Sunday: 9:45am Sunday School | 11:00am Worship
*
Set Free Christian Fellowship
424 N Pine Townsend; PO Box 1163
Pastor Carol Bergstad (406) 461-2181
Sunday: 9:30am Service | 7:00pm Set Free Recovery
Thursday: 7:00pm Bible Study
*
Seventh Day Adventist Church
200 N Cedar St. Townsend
(406) 241-0042
Saturday: 9:30 Service | 10:30am Sabbath School
Tuesday: 6:30pm Bible Study
*
Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church ELCA Synod
301 N Cherry St. Townsend
Steve Ward, Synod authorized minister (406) 220-8911
Office hours Mon & Wed 9 am to noon
Council President Rick Arnold (406) 633-2677
Sunday: 9:30am Services
Second Tuesday of the month: 4:00pm Women of the 
ELCA meet.
Bible Studies meet weekly. Call for more information.
*
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
916 Broadway St. Townsend
Bishop Matt Graham (406) 266-4255
Sunday: 9:00am Choir Practice | 10:00am Sacrament 
Meeting | 11:10am Sunday School (1st & 3rd Sundays)
Wednesday: 6:00 -  9:00pm Family History Center Open 
For Family History Center appointment call Director, 
Rebecca Mitchell, (406) 980-0270
Wednesday: 6:30pm Youth Activities
*
Townsend United Methodist Church
200 N Cedar St. Townsend
Pastor Mele Moa (406) 266-3390
TownsendUMC.org
Sunday: 9:00am Services
*
Trailhead Christian Fellowship
20 Trailhead View Dr. (5 mi. north of Townsend)
Pastor Clay Muinzer (406) 266-4406
Sunday: 9:00am Sunday School and Christian Education 
| 10:00am Services
Wednesday: 4:25 - 5:50pm Awana Program for K- 6th 
Grades | 6:15 - 8:00pm Youth Group for 7th–12th Grades

Sr. Center Meals: 
Aug 31 - Sept 4

516 2nd Street, 
Townsend, MT 
406-266-3995

Monday, August 31
Carol’s Meatloaf
Mashed Potatoes 	

	 with Gravy
California Vegetables
Whole Grain Bread
Plump Peaches

Tuesday, September 1
BBQ Chicken Breast
Wid Rice
Green Beans
Dinner Salad
Blushing Pears

Wednesday, September 2
Beef Tacos
Cheese and Sour 	

	 Cream
Lettuce and Tomato
Mexican Corn and 	

	 Beans
Zesty Pineapple

Thursday, September 3
Pork Chops
Steamed Potatoes
Green Peas
Whole Grain Roll
Baked Apples

Friday, September 4
Deli Sandwich
Potato Salad
Pickled Beets
Fruit Cocktail

SeniorSenior
CenterCenter

SeniorSenior
CenterCenter

Our WalkOur Walk
In FaithIn Faith

ObituaryObituary
Virginia (Ginger) Ragland Carver 

Family of Virginia (Ginger) Ragland Carver 

Virginia Ragland Ulrich Carver, affectionately known 
as "Ginger," went to be with her Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ, surrounded by her loving family. She was 87 
years old.

Ginger was born on March 12, 1939, in Fort Benton, 
Montana, to Sam Benton Ragland and Madeline Fultz 
Ragland. She attended Fort Benton schools, where she 
played clarinet in the school band, served as senior 
editor of the yearbook, and graduated from Fort Benton 
High School in 1957. 

One of her proudest accomplishments was serving 
as Grand Worthy Advisor for the Montana Rainbow 
Girls in 1958–1959. She later attended the University 
of Montana, where she earned a bachelor's degree in 
History in 1961 and was a member of Delta Gamma 
sorority.

Following graduation, Ginger married her college 
classmate, Paul G. Ulrich, and the couple moved to 
California while Paul attended Stanford Law School. 
Ginger began her professional career as Assistant 
Librarian in the Government Documents Division of 
Stanford University Libraries and later worked as Head 
Sales Clerk for the Night Department at Macy's. Their 
daughter, Kathleen, was born in 1963.

In 1965, the family relocated to Phoenix, Arizona, 
where Paul joined a prominent law firm. Ginger became 
Head Circulation Librarian for the Extension Division of 
the Arizona State Department of Library and Archives. 
Their daughter, Marilee, was born in 1967, followed 
by their son, Michael, in 1970.

From 1967 to 1980, Ginger devoted herself to raising 
her family. She was actively involved in her children's 
activities, her church, and numerous charitable organi-
zations. Following her divorce in 1982, she embraced 
new opportunities with determination and grace.

In 1980, Ginger and several friends founded Phoenix's 
first balloon delivery service, Balloons Unlimited. She 
later held financial positions with New York Life and 
several banking and brokerage firms.

In 1989, Ginger joined Morgan Stanley Dean Wit-
ter, where she built an outstanding career. She retired 
in 2005 as Assistant Vice President of Investments, 
Retirement Planning Specialist, and Branch Insurance 
Coordinator. During her tenure, her office achieved the 
distinction of ranking No. 1 in the nation for the firm. 
In 1999, she recruited and mentored her son, Michael, 
as a financial advisor, and together they established 
The Ulrich Group at Morgan Stanley, which continues 
serving clients today. Ginger found great fulfillment 
in helping clients achieve their financial goals and 
educating them about investing.

Community service was one of Ginger's greatest 
passions. She generously shared her time and leadership 
with organizations that strengthened the community, 
serving in leadership roles with the Phoenix Women's 
Club, March of Dimes, WESTMARC, the Salvation Army 
Advisory Board for the Sun Cities/Northwest Valley, 

and the Kiwanis Club of Sun City West Foundation.
In 2001, Ginger married her high school classmate, 

Charles K. "Chuck" Carver. Together they enjoyed a 
wonderful retirement, spending summers in Townsend, 
Montana, where Ginger loved attending church, par-
ticipating in women's Bible studies, meeting friends 
for coffee and tending to their garden.

Ginger also enjoyed water aerobics, reading, traveling, 
and spending time with family and friends. She often 
joked about "cursing her computer," bringing laughter 
to those around her. Above all, Ginger cherished her 
faith and her family. She frequently said that the two 
most important things in life were faith and family, and 
she lived by those words every day. She was especially 
proud of her grandchildren and treasured every op-
portunity to spend time with them.

Ginger is survived by her devoted husband, Charles 
K. "Chuck" Carver; her children, Kathleen (Darrell) 
Pennington of Houston, Texas; Marilee Timbrooks 
of Surprise, Arizona; and Michael (Carolyn) Ulrich 
of Phoenix, Arizona; her stepchildren, Lyn Carver of 
Oxnard, California, and Quinn Carver of Libby, Montana; 
her grandchildren, Madison and Kendall Pennington, 
Dylan and Gibson Ulrich, and Calvin Timbrooks; and 
her step-grandchildren, Tanner and Casey Carver, 
Cassidy, Thaddeus, and Garrison Timbrooks, and Carl 
and Casandra Gasperi.

She was preceded in death by her parents, S. Ben-
ton and Madeline Ragland, and her brother, Sam B. 
Ragland Jr.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be 
made to the Salvation Army Sun Cities/Northwest 
Corps, the University of Montana Foundation, or a 
charity of the donor's choice.

In accordance with Ginger's wishes, a graveside 
memorial service will be held at the Ragland family 
plot at Riverview Cemetery in Fort Benton, Montana, 
on Saturday, August 29, 2026, at 11:00 a.m. A reception 
will immediately follow at noon at Fort Benton First 
Christian Church, 1201 Main Street, Fort Benton, MT 
59442. Family and friends are warmly invited to attend.

Virginia (Ginger) Ragland Carver
Photo Provided by Family
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Victor Sample
Canton Church

On August 21, 2026, the Last Call Band performed 
to a full house at the Canton Church. Over 60 people 
attended the event!

The “Last Call Band” may not sound familiar to 
everyone, but the faces in the band are familiar in the 
community and to many in attendance. Joan and Tom 
Eliel were joined by Joan’s brothers John and Jim 
Anderson and a long-time friend, Darryl Naugle, who 
travelled from Boise to perform.

Tom Eliel, John Anderson, Jim Anderson and Darryl 
Naugle met while in college and formed a band named 
the “Badland Boothill Band”. The band played all over 
southwest Montana during the 1970s and 1980s.

Later, Jim and John joined with Steve Wilcox to 
form “The Ruby Valley Boys”. When violinist Barb 
Peason joined the band, they changed the name to “The 
Ruby Valley Boys and Barb Wire”. 

“Last Call Band” Fills the Canton Church

The Last Call Band: (left to right) John Anderson, Joan Eliel, Tom Eliel, Darryl Naugle and Jim Anderson
Photo Credit: Pam Sample

Joan and Tom Eliel and family have been great 
friends of the Canton Church. They have performed 
at the Canton Church many times over the years. One 
year, John Anderson joined the Eliel Family band at the 
Canton Church. On learning that John was a member 
of the Ruby Valley Boys and Barb Wire, the Canton 
Church (mostly Pam Sample) set out to get them to play 
at the Canton Church and pestered John until he finally 
agreed.  The band filled the Canton Church – everyone 
loved the band – and band became familiar performers 
at the Canton Church.

After the loss of band member Steve Wilcox, the 
band broke up. However, this year the old Badland 
Boothill Band reformed with the addition of Joan Eliel 
and called themselves the “Last Call Band”.

The band performed classic country music combined 
with songs written by Darryl Naugle and a song written 
by Jim Anderson. The performance concluded with 
“God Bless America” and a standing ovation.

The Canton Church looks forward to many more 
performances by the “Last Call Band”.

2026 Townsend Rodeo Parade 
Results 

Carla Ahern
Townsend Rodeo Parade Director

Organizer Carla Ahern announced the Townsend Rodeo 
parade entry results in a release last week. In the horse 
division, Bozeman Saddle-ites won first place, Paton 
Kelly won second, and Casadi Morgan won third.

Individual entry winners were Grand Marshall Kathy 
Toombs and Family. Second was the Cliff Cox entry. 
Jim Beck won the antiques division. Commercial float 
winners were Rauser Durocs, first; D-Waters, second; 
and Lane Construction, third.

Best political organization was Leona for Treasurer 
entry with Billings Clinic, Broadwater and Townsend 
Wrestlers second, and the third. The Drill Team Honey 
Hive Academy was acknowledged as best in that division.

Ahern would like to thank all who participated and 
who enjoyed watching the parade.

Honey Hive Drill Team performs at 
Townsend Rodeo Parade August 9.

MT43 News Photo

Bozeman Saddle-ites horse drill group.
MT43 News Photo

Rauser Durocs float won first place in the 
commercial division of parade entries.

MT43 News Photo

Victor Sample

The final 
2 0 2 6 
C a n t o n 
C h u r c h 
Summer Event will be 
August 28, 2026. The 
Historic Church will host 
Linda Huth, Broadwater 
County Museum Curator.

Linda is a lifelong 
Broadwater County resi-
dent; born and raised here 

in Broadwater County has made Linda an excellent 
Museum Curator and an excellent source for Broadwater 
County History.

Linda Huth will be giving a talk about a few differ-
ent topics, including the history of the museum, a story 
about Robin C. Pennington, who perished in an airplane 
crash during WWII, and a few interesting tidbits from 
Broadwater County's history.

The Canton Church events are always FREE, but 
donations are welcome!

The Historic Canton Church was built in 1875-1876 
and is one of the few surviving buildings from the town 

Canton Church
Photo Credits: Canton Church

Linda Huth at the Broadwater County Museum
Photo Provided by Linda Huth

Historic Canton Church Presents Linda Huth, 
Broadwater County Museum Curator

of Canton, which was flooded during the creation of 
Canyon Ferry Lake. All of our events begin at 5:00 pm, 
but the Canton Church will be open to visitors from 
3:00-5:00 pm before events.

Visit our website at https://www.Canton-Church.
org for more information about our events, the Historic 
Canton Church, and the Town of Canton.

Townsend Roots

Three local artists will perform Thursday, Sept. 3, at 
The Lodge, 131 So. Spruce, at 7:00 p.m. The Townsend 
Roots event will feature Scout Lynde, Claire Amundson 
and Sarah Frazier. All are from the Townsend area. The 
event is co-hosted with Broadwater Community Theater.

Scout Lynde believes music is for everyone; it 
requires nothing from an audience to be enjoyed. As 
a singer/songwriter, Scout enjoys telling stories about 
the human experience through her art. She writes and 
composes music using guitar and ukulele to create songs 
with an alternative folk sound. The content of Scout’s 
lyrics highlights the strange and beautiful experience 
of “being human”, and largely focuses on connection, 
resilience, and the relationships she treasures.

Claire Amundson grew up playing music with her 
friends and family. She is so excited to be playing in 
her hometown after recent time spent internationally. 
Claire began playing guitar at 14 and has been writing 
music ever since. Her music has notable folk, indie, 
punk, and alternative influences.

Nate H. Wolf of Modest Music Festival in Moscow, 
Idaho, explains Sarah Frazier’s music this way: “Sarah 
Frazier's unique brand of electronic music is composed 
of ethereal and melodic vocals, layers of looped instru-
ments, and undeniable pop sensibilities. Her music feels 
like a journey with songs that swell only to fall away 

Townsend Roots Musical Artists to Perform Sept. 3

again. Her performance was absolutely breathtaking 
to watch.”

Sarah performs under the name ‘Queenager’. She 
is an established performer in Bozeman and Missoula 
regions.

Other artists who will perform are Laura Frazier, 
Hannah Frazier, and Mike Sander. 

Light finger food and beverages will be available. 
For more information, please check bctmt.org.

Scout Lynde

Claire 
Amundson

Sarah Frazier: 
Queenager

Rifle Season Hunting Camp 
Extension Applications 
Available for Little Belt 

Mountains
Chiara Cipriano
USFS

The Belt Creek–White Sulphur Springs 
Ranger District of the Helena–Lewis 
and Clark National Forest will accept 
applications for 13 extended hunting 
camp permits this fall. Permits are 
available for five camps in Nugget 

Creek, five in Geis Creek, and three in Deadman.
These extended-stay permits allow hunters to stay 

beyond the standard 16-day occupancy limit. Permits 
apply only during the general rifle season, which runs 
from Oct. 24 through Nov. 29, 2026.

Applications will be authorized on a first-come, 
first-served basis until all 13 permits have been issued. 
The Belt Creek–White Sulphur Springs Ranger District 
will accept applications from Sept. 1 through Sept. 15, 
2026. To be considered, applications must be received 
by 4:30 p.m. on Sept. 15, 2026. Late submissions will 
not be accepted.

Application packets and further information can be 
obtained by contacting Kim Stucker at 406-236-5111. 
Interested individuals should complete an application 
form and mail or deliver it to:

Belt Creek Ranger District, 4234 US Highway 89, 
Neihart, MT 59465
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This Week in HistoryThis Week in HistoryThis Week in HistoryThis Week in History
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August 27

1903

Local News
Fick McCormick’s prayer, when he prayed for cooler 
weather, was answered.

J.G. Blessing and wife, accompanied by Phil Gehrett 
returned from the Springs Tuesday. Messrs. Blessing 
and Gehrett started hauling rock for the foundation of 
the new Star building Wednesday.

Thos. Cotter, the Canton farmer, was in town Tuesday.
Tim Leary and family who have been huckleber-

rying in the mountains north of Deep Creek, returned 
this week.

Guy Dean and family returned from the old Dead-
mond sawmill Tuesday where they had been berrying.

Lan Allen started to drive the well on the premises 
of the new Star building Wednesday afternoon. The 
only reason it was not finished then and there was that 
too much power on the hammer split the pipe.

The social dance given by the young men of Townsend 
last Friday night was an enjoyable affair in every 
particular.

1925

Entertain at Ranch Home
Mrs. J.D. Doggett entertained on Sunday at a sumptuous 
dinner at the Doggett home ranch, when all the good 
things relative to a garden and fat young poultry were 
brought into evidence on the table, prepared “fit for a 
King”. Mr. and Mrs. Ray Ward, Miss Ruth Davidson, 
Miss Mildred Hale, James Kearns, Roger Flemming, 

a college friend of Howard Doggett’s and Howard 
Doggett were the lucky guests.

Ragen’ String Taken to Helena to Enter Big Race Meet 
at State Fair
The Ragen Brothers’ string of famous racehorses were 
shipped to Helena on Tuesday evening, where they 
will be entered in the races during State Fair week. Ed 
Ragen accompanied the horses, Blazer and Bachelor 
Maid and Boob, now owned by Mrs. Olcott; she is 
going with the string also.

This year’s races promise to be interesting as Par 
Mutuals will be sold on the races and the best in the 
land will contest. Ragens have some fine horses and 
when the gong sounds, either Blazer or Bachelor Maid 
or Boob will no doubt be neck and neck as winners. 

Hurrah for “Fair Like We Used to Have”.

1953

Local News
Airman third class Gerald L. Holling, stationed at Scott 
Air Force Base, Illinois, graduated the 19th of August 
at Parks Air Force Base, California, according to a 
message to friends here.

Mr. and Mrs. Scotchy Graham and children of Bill-
ings visited their parents, Mr. and Mrs. W. Graham and 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Welch and family last week.

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Simons and Fred Fletcher 
returned the end of the week from a visit in Bismark 
and other points in North Dakota.

Gene, Helen, and Mary Connors spent the weekend 
in West Yellowstone meeting some friends from Utah 
for the stay there.

Mr. and Mrs. R.A. Reiber and daughters are here 

visiting in the home of Mrs. Reiber’s parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Frank Holloway and her sister, Mr. and Mrs. Mike 
Huth. Enroute here from their home in Westminster, 
Colorado, they stopped in Powderville for a visit with 
Mrs. Reiber’s sister and husband, Mr. and Mrs. John 
Davidson.

Mrs. Anna Moudree and granddaughter, Linda 
Moudree, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Dick Moudree, 
are visiting for a few weeks in Alameda and Glendale, 
Calif., with Mr. and Mrs. C. Greaves and daughter and 
Mr. and Mrs. D.A. Hawn. Mrs. Greaves and Mrs. Hawn 
are daughters of Mrs. Moudree. 

1970

Radersburg News
Miss Karen Wambolt of east of Townsend spent several 
days last week with Miss Barbara Harris.

Mrs. Tim Hysell and children spent the weekend 
in Sheridan with her brother-in-law and sister, Mr. and 
Mrs. Bob Wright and family.

Mrs. George Harris and Barbara and Miss Karen 
Wambolt visited in White Hall with Mr. and Mrs. 
James Allen.

Helena callers this week included Mr. and Mrs. 
Art Sitton, Mrs. Dove Broderick, and Mrs. and Mrs. 
Ronald White, Mrs. A.D. Grandchamp, Mrs. Mary 
Grandchamp and Jane Williams and daughter, Dawn.

Bozeman business callers this week included Mrs. 
W.D. Williams, Mrs. Dan Williams and Kathy, Mrs. 
Rudy Puttin and Mrs. Martha Harris.

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Ralls returned Saturday from 
a weeks visit in Petersham, Mass., with Mrs. Ralls’ 
mother, Mrs. Ewing and other relatives.

September 4–5
MORE POWER!

The reason I go is simple...
Customer

Appreciation
Day Sale!

Allison Kosto
MSU Broadwater County Extension 
Agent

Often confused with pen-
nycress or falseflax, Hoary Alyssum has 
been increasing in Broadwater County in 
recent years.  

Description & Habitat:
Hoary Alyssum is believed to have come to North 
America in contaminated clover and alfalfa seed. It 
was first documented in Montana in 1905 in Gallatin 
County and can now be found throughout most of the 
state. Hoary Alyssum prefers sandy soil and thrives 
in dry and disturbed ground. It can be found along 
roadsides, gravelly streams, in lawns, and vacant lots. 
It can also be found in pastures and hayfields. Once 
established, light is more important for growth and 
reproduction than water which gives it a competitive 
advantage over other plants.

As a member of the mustard family, Hoary Alyssum 
has a deep taproot. Leaves are lance shaped. Stems are 
erect to semi-erect, growing 7 to 30 inches tall and are 

usually branched at the top. The plant produces small 
white flowers that can bloom from early spring to late 
fall. It has a distinct translucent seedpod that contains 4 
to 12 small seeds. Hoary Alyssum normally reproduces 
as an annual, but if it establishes late in the summer, it 
can reproduce as a winter annual or biennial. It only 
reproduces by seed.

Hoary Alyssum can decrease forage quality for 
livestock and wildlife. However, more importantly, it 
is toxic to horses in green forage and hay. In hay fields, 
contamination of 30% or more results in forage or hay 
that is toxic to horses. It can remain toxic in hay for up 
to nine months.

Management
Human activity is the primary spreader of seeds. Do 
not drive or walk in areas that are heavily infested if 
possible. Research has shown that seeds can travel 
over 160 miles on a vehicle in dry conditions. Wash 
vehicles, ATVs and any equipment before going home.  

For this plant, reducing or stopping seed production 
will slow the population and spread. Hand pulling can 
be effective, but unless you get the root crown it will 
regrow, so pulling may need to be repeated. Mowing 
alone will not control hoary alyssum as it can regrow. 
However, repeated mowing can reduce seed produc-
tion. There are currently no biological control options 
available.

There are only a few herbicides labeled for hoary 
alyssum. Commonly used chemicals include 2,4-D, 
Chaparral, Escort, Telar, and Opensight. Spring ap-
plications are most effective, but research has shown 
that any application prior to seed set will reduce seed 
production. Always read and follow the entire label 
when applying herbicides. Common chemical names 
are used for clarity but does not imply endorsement of 
a product or brand.

For assistance on weed identification and control, 
contact the MSU Extension Office in Broadwater 
County at 406-266-9242 or the Broadwater County 
Weed District at 406-266-9243. The Weed District has 
a cost-share program to help control noxious weeds on 
private property.

Noxious Weed of the Month: Hoary Alyssum

Hoary Alyssum
Photo Credit: Matt Lavin

Chamber Receives Update 
from Broadwater Trails 

Committee
MT43 News Staff Reporter

Carol Hatfield, member of the Parks & Recreation Board 
and Broadwater Trails Committee, spoke August 20 at 
Chamber members’ morning meeting at Memorial Park. 

Hatfield explained the long- term plan for the 2 
parcels of land near Connor’s Field that the county 
granted to the Parks and Recreation Board. Com-
mittee members led a May cleanup with volunteers 
and now have some ground renovation to do near the 
former original site of the county retirement home on 
Centerville Lane. She elaborated that the group plans 
to sign an MOU with Townsend Rotary to pursue grant 
money from Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks to build 
parks in the Canton Lane and Centerville Lane parcels. 
In a separate endeavor, the committee is working with 
Broadwater Community Development Corporation 
(BCDC) members to apply for a Montana Dept. of 
Transportation MDOT transportation (CETP) grant to 
build a trail from the Fairgrounds to town.

In other business, the Chamber finalized Shakespeare 
in the Parks event Sept. 6 at Heritage Park. Several 
nonprofits and individuals have donated to cover the 
$1,800 cost of hosting the group in Townsend. The 
event, beginning at 5:00 p.m., is free to the public. 

Beginning next year, Broadwater Community Theater 
will be hosting Shakespeare in the Parks. Chamber 
board members agreed to transfer the event to BCT. 

A membership drive for the Chamber starts this 
month. Members will be around encouraging local 
businesses to join the organization. 

All businesses are encouraged to attend Chamber 
meetings. The next meeting will be Thursday, Sept. 15 
at 8:30 a.m. at the Mint.


