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BCT Providing Excellent Trails

Al Christophersen
Broadwater County Trails

The Broadwater County Trails (BCT) team, a Broad-
water County Development Corporation (BCDC) 
program, is actively providing outstanding leadership 
in the development of the first two major trail projects 
within the county. The first is the identification and 
development of the Missouri River Paddlers Trail 43. 
This trail has brought out the talents of many team 
members. The new kiosks, now newly installed at the 

three input sites, were created and built and the signs 
were designed by team members. The signs have been 
professionally printed, made of durable, UV-protected 
materials, and were installed at the Lower Toston Dam, 
Toston Bridge, and York’s Island paddlers trail access 
sites this past weekend by team members. This work 
completed the final touches on making this trail fully 
usable by appropriately informed users. The signs reflect 
local Lewis and Clark Expedition history, river trail 
use etiquette and safety. River trails are not common 
across our country, but trails set up like the Missouri 

River Paddlers Trail 43 are a reflection of the quality 
of people that care for our local resources and that live, 
work, and play in Broadwater County, along with visitors 
that come to enjoy quality recreational experiences. 

The second trail is the asphalt trail connecting the 
north edge of Townsend to the Indian Road Day Use 
and Campground site. This trail has provided a quality 
recreational pedestrian facility for the past 25 years. 
The years have taken its toll on the condition of the 
trail and its condition has deteriorated, creating safety 

York’s Island Kiosk portal sign
Photo Provided by Broadwater Trail Committee

Jen Dalrymple, Terri Allzer, Roy Barkley, Al Christophersen at the Toston Bridge Access Site Kiosk
Photo Provided by Broadwater Trail Committee

BCT Providing, 3

County Commissioners 
Question Radersburg 
Antimony Mine VP 

MT43 News Staff Reporter

Aaron Tenesch, Vice President of Antimony Division 
of US Antimony Corporation (USA), spent part of 
his morning Wednesday answering questions from 
Broadwater County Commissioners about his new 
flotation mill at Radersburg. He indicated the processing 
facility had passed its Department of Environmental 
Quality review and was composing documents about 
the area’s historic deficiencies and cleanup. 

He indicated the mining company is thinking about 
buying more land around the mine because the facility 
needs more space. 

“We are fully operational. We have one day crew 
working four 10-hour days, and we plan to upgrade to 
more work as we get our electrical deficiencies within 
the mill upgraded."

The commissioners were interested in the number 
of workers the mine facility will employ. He said they 
have six employees currently, who travel from Butte 
and Whitehall, people who are trained in mining labora-
tory management. The mine superintendent has lived 
in this community for some time. They also operate a 
smelter facility in Thompson Falls, Montana, and are 
currently sending one truckload of ore to Radersburg 
per day, he said.

Tenesch explained Antimony is a critical mineral 
used in industry and the military. It is also a fire-retardant 
compound used in plastics and in roofing material. It is 
used in window glass to ensure clearness and in solar 
panels. Manufacturers mix Antimony with lead to make 
bullets.  It is also used in soldering and in auto batteries.

According to the website Market Chameleon, a 
financial research and analysis group, the Radersburg 
flotation mill can concentrate the Stibnite to 60%, 
which meets the requirements for the $245 million 
contract USAMC has with the US Department of War. 
In a July 7 post, website authors indicated the facility 
is the only fully integrated Antimony producer outside 
China and Russia. The mill has an operational chain 
including mining and concentrating the ore as well as 
smelting the product.

Good Ol' Boy Cafe on Front 
Street Holds Soft Opening
MT43 News Staff Reporter

Good Ol’ Boys’ Café, 316 N. Front Street, held its 
soft-opening Rodeo weekend. The new owners, Mike 
Graham and Ray Turney, took over TB’s restaurant 
early this month.

Their manager, Dustin Hutson, said they completely 
redid the facility with newly finished flooring and new 
equipment and are awaiting a larger custom vent and duct 
system, which will be up to code, so they can double the 
output of the kitchen.

Hutson, who lives in Townsend and has a family, 
admits he has never been a manager, but has experience 
with chefs in restaurants in all areas of service. He and 
his family have lived in this area for 11 years; before that, 
he lived in Lincoln, Montana and at Chico Hot Springs.

Turney, who hails from Orofino, Idaho, where he grew 
up on a ranch, said he and his friend Mike took “a leap 
of faith” starting the restaurant. His excitement boiled 
over when he pointed out the small fishing tackle shop 
they had opened in the front of the restaurant: “It’s not 
very big, but we have a little of everything a fisherman 
might need- hooks, bobbers, poles, and even hats.”

The café offers specials for breakfast such as huckle-
berry French toast and, for lunch, tuna on a hoagie bun 
with fries. They also serve mud pie dessert for those 
who crave something sweet. Their menu features both 
children’s specials and senior specials. The café is open 
from 6:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. seven days a week. 

For more information or reservations, please call 
(406) 266-0040.

Co-owner Ray Turney at the counter in 
the new Good Ol' Boys Cafe.

MT43 News Photograph

FALL SPORTS SCHEDULES FOR 
BROADWATER HIGH SCHOOL INSIDE!

Broadwater County Open 
Board Positions

Broadwater County Commissioners

Broadwater County has several open board posi-
tions! The County needs and appreciates all our 
volunteer board members and encourages resident 
involvement.

The County is currently accepting letters of 
interest for positions on the following boards:

•	 Board of Health (2 openings)
•	 Museum Board (1 opening)
•	 Tax Appeal (1 opening)
•	 Townsend Mosquito Board (1 opening)
•	 Three Forks Mosquito Board (2 openings)

Each board position is a 3-year term. Letters of 
interest can be addressed to the board and submitted 
to planning@broadwatercountymt.gov. Positions 
remain open until filled.

Water System Project Nears 
Completion with Additional 
Funding Approved- Page 3
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4-H and Broadwater 
County Fair Board Thank the 
Community and those who 
purchased their Market 
Livestock at the 2026 Fair 

and Rodeo!

Rachael Brug
Staff Reporter

Parks and Recreation Board 
Advances Checklist, Discusses 

Centerville Park Partnership with Rotary:
Finalized project proposal guidelines move forward; 
Rotary Club explores park adoption opportunity; trails 
projects gain momentum.

The Broadwater County Parks and Recreation Board 
finalized a comprehensive checklist and cover letter 
for community groups proposing projects on county 
property during its August 17th meeting and discussed 
emerging opportunities to partner with the Rotary Club 
on Centerville Park development.

Board Chair Carol Hatfield presided over the meet-
ing, which included Vice Chair Jennifer Dalrymple 
and members Wendy Graveley, Amy Currence, and 
McKenna Gregg. Administrative Assistant Aubra J. 
Lewis was also present.

Checklist for Project Proposals Approved:
The board reviewed revisions to the project proposal 
checklist following feedback from the Broadwater 
County Commissioners. Chair Hatfield and planning 
staff incorporated several additions, including a cover 
letter to guide applicants through the process.

Commissioner Lindsey Richtmeyer had suggested 
adding language to emphasize that the checklist is "spe-
cifically for parks and recreation planning" and for the 
parks and recreation board assessment, to distinguish 
the form from similar checklists used by other county 
boards like the Rodeo Board or Fair Board.

The board also addressed a practical concern: ap-
plicants need clear contact information. A general email 
address—broadwatercountyparksandrec@broadwa-
tercountymt.gov—will be established and monitored, 
separate from individual board members' personal 
addresses. This approach ensures continuity when 
board membership changes.

The checklist includes a new section requiring ap-
plicants to provide project name, sponsor, and contact 
information, streamlining the submission process. Board 
members will finalize the checklist and cover letter and 
send it to the commissioners for final approval, with 
implementation expected shortly after.

Centerville Park Development Sparks 
Rotary Partnership Discussion:

A significant portion of the meeting focused on a proposal 
from the Townsend Rotary Club to "adopt" and develop 
Centerville Park. Chair Hatfield met with Steve Ray, 
the Rotary volunteer leading the effort, along with two 
other Rotarians to discuss the partnership opportunity.

The Rotary Club is interested in filling holes at 
Centerville—a safety priority—and constructing a 
parking lot. The group has drafted a preliminary memo-
randum of understanding (MOU) that outlines county 
and Rotary responsibilities. However, questions remain 
about the structure of the partnership: whether it should 
be formalized as a lease, a park sponsorship agreement, 
or another arrangement.

"The idea of a park sponsorship came from the Lions 
Club in Ennis," Hatfield explained, noting that she was 
inspired by how effectively other communities organize 
volunteer stewardship. However, the structure varies 
depending on local circumstances and legal frameworks.

Hatfield provided context from a similar project in 
Bozeman, where the Rotary Club partnered with the 
city on a park developed from an old gravel pit. "The 
city pretty much maintains it," she said. "The Rotary 
built the structures and got the money to build there." 
However, Broadwater County does not have dedicated 
city maintenance crews to support such arrangements, 

Broadwater County Parks and Rec Board Update
so the partnership model will need tailoring to local 
realities.

The board agreed to have legal counsel and the 
County Commission review Steve Ray's draft MOU 
before Rotary's next meeting. The Rotary Club expects 
to present a formal proposal to the board in September, 
with the partnership details clarified.

Trails Program Updates and Grant 
Pathway Clarification:

Al Christopherson, representing the Broadwater County 
Development Corporation (BCDC) Trails Committee, 
provided updates on trail projects and raised impor-
tant questions about grant applications and project 
management.

The trails program recently celebrated the dedication 
of the Missouri River float trail with over 40 attendees 
and 30 watercraft for the inaugural float. Signs marking 
the trail have been installed at most locations, and the 
trails team set up a booth at the county fair.

At the fair booth, the trails program collected 158 
signatures on a petition supporting the fairgrounds trail, 
which will be part of a transportation alternatives grant 
application expected to go in this January.

However, Christopherson noted that the trails com-
mittee needs clarity on grant management procedures. 
Some federal grants restrict who can apply—the county 
or an organization like BCDC—depending on the 
grant source. The Centerville Park trail and parking lot 
projects involve two separate Fish, Wildlife, and Parks 
grants: a stewardship grant for the trailhead and parking 
lot, and a recreation trails grant for trail construction.

"We need to understand what that working relation-
ship is between us so that if there's a project and the 
board is expecting the trails program through BCDC to 
come and do a checklist, then we become the checklist 
preparer and presenter to you," Christopherson said.

The board will develop a memorandum of under-
standing with BCDC to clarify roles in grant applica-
tions and project execution. Aubra Lewis noted that a 
draft MOU would be helpful before the board's next 
meeting in September, as the county currently lacks a 
civil attorney.

Rod and Gun Club Future Plans:
In roundtable discussion, Hatfield reported on a separate 
meeting with Commissioner Debi Randolph regarding 
the Rod and Gun Club's future plans. The club is open 
to moving trap shooting facilities but may retain the 
indoor shooting range at its current location.

Hatfield said she will connect with Brad Peek, a 
club leader, to discuss opportunities. She recommended 
that board members visit the club and the associated 
long-range shooting range where sporting clays and 
archery are available.

"It's really important to know for all entities that are 
on county land with leases: long-term vision, long-term 
planning," Hatfield said. Understanding the club's plans 
will help inform the board's decisions about other sports 
and recreation projects.

Board Member Term Reminder:
Lewis reminded the board that Amy Currence's three-year 
term expires December 31, 2026. Board positions must 
be advertised publicly for 30 days, even for incumbents 
seeking renewal. Currence will need to submit a letter 
of interest to continue serving.

Next Steps:
The board scheduled its next meeting for September 
21st at 6:00 p.m. Tentative agenda items include the 
Rotary Park adoption proposal, the BCDC MOU for 
trail projects, and continued discussion of the Centerville 
Park development. A field review of the proposed 
Centerville parking lot and trail is also being planned 
for early September to inform grant applications.

Rachael Brug
Staff Reporter

8/11/2026

Solid Waste Fund Shows Strong 
Recovery with $352,000 Surplus

FY26 budget performance exceeds expectations; board 
considers grant for transfer station relocation.

The Broadwater County Solid Waste Board reviewed 
strong financial results for fiscal year 2026 and discussed 
a planning grant opportunity that could lead to relocating 
the transfer station from its current hilltop location to 
Cedar Street in the coming years.

Board Chair Kristofer Meier presided over the 
meeting, which included Vice Chair Eric Stahl and 
members Patrick Miller, Doug Jones, and Lisa Rowell.

County Administrative Officer Bill Jarocki presented 
the FY26 fourth quarter budget review, characterizing 
overall performance as "stellar." The fund's revenues 
came in at 105 percent of budget while expenses were 
held to just 74 percent of budgeted amounts, resulting in 

Solid Waste Board
a $352,000 surplus—a dra-
matic turnaround from the 
previous year's $106,000 
deficit.

"It's hard to complain 
about the performance this 
year," Jarocki said, credit-
ing the board's guidance and 
operations management for 
the results.

Revenue Performance 
Exceeds Expectations

Maintenance assess-
ments—a major rev-
enue source budgeted 
at $899,000—came in 
5 percent above budget, 
generating an additional 
$45,000. Disposal charges 
exceeded projections 
by 168 percent, while 

Solid Waste Board, 3
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container rental revenues were stellar at 183 percent 
of the budgeted $14,000.

The sale of junker salvage pulled in $57,000 against 
a $35,000 budget, nearly 1.5 times the expected amount. 
Penalties and interest on late assessments also performed 
well, coming in at 321 percent of the budgeted $3,000.

The equitable assessment recovery program, which 
attempted to collect from individuals who had not paid 
prior assessments, was less successful. The program 
collected only 13 percent of the $116,000 budgeted, 
bringing in approximately $16,000. However, Jarocki 
noted that the program was expected to yield minimal 
results and will not continue into FY27.

Operations Show Significant Savings
The most impressive performance came from opera-
tional expenses, where the department spent only 70 
percent of the $331,000 Operations and Maintenance 
budget. Tipping fees—a major expense budgeted at 
$136,000—came in at just 72 percent of budget, sav-
ing nearly $39,000. This performance reflected strong 
management of the facility's operations and contracting 
relationships.

Personnel costs for both administrative and field 
staff also came in under budget, at 95 percent and 96 
percent, respectively. Overall, combined staffing and 
operational costs totaled only 85.75 percent of the 
$781,000 budget, saving approximately $120,000.

The fund also did not spend the $204,000 budgeted 
for depreciation, a capital replacement reserve set aside 
through the Nessie curve calculations for future asset 
replacement. Jarocki noted that the fund should maintain 
that cash cushion until after the second quarter assessment 
revenue arrives, ensuring sufficient operating capital.

Cash Position Strengthens for Future Investment
With the $352,000 surplus added to the carryover from 
the previous year, the fund now has a positive cash 
position of approximately $240,000 available for future 
capital investment. Jarocki recommended the board 
monitor first and second quarter budget performance 
and consider amending the FY27 budget to fund capital 
improvements once the big revenue infusion from 
assessments arrives in Q2.

"We're on our way back," Jarocki said, noting the 
dramatic turnaround from several years prior when 
auditors regularly flagged the fund as being in trouble. 
"At this rate, if we continue to move forward like we're 
doing here, we've got a very solid financial foundation."

Transfer Station Relocation Discussion
The board discussed a significant long-term project: 
potentially relocating the transfer station from its cur-
rent location on the hill to Cedar Street near the county 
road shop facility. Operations staff explained that the 
current Cedar Street location has sufficient space and 
would improve efficiency by reducing truck traffic up 
the hill and back.

The discussion centered on pursuing a planning 
grant with a deadline of August 21st. If approved, the 
grant would fund a preliminary engineering report at 
no cost to the county. However, accepting the grant 
would commit the county to proceeding with the project.

Grant funding timelines are challenging: grants are 
awarded in even-numbered years, so the next award 
cycle would be December 2026. If the board applies by 
August 21st, they could receive notification of award 
in December. If they wait until January to apply, they 
would not know the outcome for approximately two 
years.

Jarocki provided context for the urgency. The Gallatin 
County landfill facility, which began construction in 
2004 at a cost of $4 million, cost $25 million in 2018 
and $40 million in 2023. The current expansion project 
is estimated at $50 million.

"The longer we wait, the more it's going to cost us," 
Jarocki said. "That's just life."

Board members expressed interest in pursuing the 
August 21st deadline. Operations staff noted that the 
new facility would consolidate some of the county's 
outlying transfer stations, potentially closing sites like 
Dry Gulch and reducing operations at Winston. The 
consolidation could save approximately $100,000 
annually in manpower and fuel costs alone.

"It's a lot of equipment to buy at some point," one 
board member noted, referring to the aging loader and 
other machinery. "A new transfer station makes sense 
if we can get grant funding."

Operations staff agreed to contact Stephanie Wilkkey, 
a planning grant specialist with Great West Engineer-
ing, to move forward with the August 21st application 
timeline. The board will make a final decision after 
receiving more information from the consultant.

Winter Hours Decision
The board also discussed seasonal adjustments to transfer 
station hours, ultimately deciding to maintain current 
operations but emphasize daylight-only hours for safety 
during winter months. The Cedar Street facility will 
remain open 12 hours daily, while the Winston location 
will continue operating on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
Exact winter hours were adjusted to ensure operations 
occur during daylight for safety reasons.

The meeting adjourned at 7:01 p.m. The next meeting 
is scheduled for November 10th at 6:00 p.m.

Solid Waste Board, 2

Rachael Brug
Staff Reporter

City Council approves $138,636 engineering 
contract extension; budget and compliance 

officer vacancy also addressed
The Townsend City Council unanimously approved a 
$138,636 contract extension for engineering firm RPA 
to complete the city's water system improvement project 
during an August 4th meeting, concluding a multi-year 
initiative that has exceeded original timelines due to 
weather delays, supply chain issues, and unexpected 
technical challenges.

RPA's construction contract was originally written 
for 550 calendar days of inspection across two project 
schedules. The two schedules combined were originally 
estimated at 690 calendar days but have expanded to 804 
calendar days due to complications that emerged over 
the course of the project. Among the challenges were 
rechlorination of wells two and three and the transmission 
line from the city to the new water tower, additional 
bacteria tests, and weather delays that prevented the 
anticipated overlap of the two project schedules.

The contract extension will be funded through a 
combination of sources: $48,636 from project reserve 
funds and $90,000 from the project contingency fund. 
Even with this drawdown, the city will retain $715,262 
in contingencies for the remainder of the project.

"Considering how frustrating this has been, I think 
that it's miraculous that it's this small an amount—it's 
1 percent," one council member remarked, noting that 
such overruns could have cost significantly more for 
a project exceeding $11 million in combined scope.

Public Works Director Eric Crusch praised RPA's 
work throughout the extended timeline. "They've done 
an outstanding job for us, inspecting and doing every-
thing," he said, noting that the firm has documented 
issues promptly and provided diligent oversight. The 
project is currently in its final touches phase, with an 
anticipated online date in the first week of September, 
though minor delays are expected as final work concludes. 
Before the new water tower goes online, it will require 
chlorination and testing to ensure all components pass 
required bacteria tests.

FY 2026-2027 Budget Approved 
with Gas Tax Adjustment

The Council approved the city's fiscal year 2026-2027 
budget following a public hearing that addressed a 
negative cash balance in the capital projects street 
fund. The issue stemmed from street work conducted 
during the previous fiscal year, when the city did not 
transfer sufficient funds from the gas tax fund to cover 
expenditures.

To address this, the Council approved a modification 
increasing the gas tax fund transfer to the street fund 
by $30,000, reducing the estimated gas tax expenditure 
from $173,000 to $23,000. This adjustment will clear 
the negative cash balance and position the street fund 
with a projected year-end balance of $10,660.

The gas tax fund, which is supported by minimal 
property tax assessments, will retain a healthy balance 
of approximately $226,383 at the close of fiscal year 
2027, even with the increased transfer.

Compliance Officer Position Vacant
The city is now advertising for a new animal compli-
ance officer after the resignation of the previous officer, 
whose final day was Friday. City Clerk and Treasurer 
Kari Williams announced that the position is being 
advertised full-time, though it is currently budgeted 
as part-time. Applications are being accepted through 
August 14th.

In the interim, Public Works Director Eric Crusch 
will function as the compliance officer within his primary 
responsibilities as public works director, ensuring the 
city is not completely without animal control coverage. 
"We're not completely without; we are just at minimal 
at this point," Williams explained.

The city is willing to consider increasing the position 
to three-quarter time if circumstances warrant, though 
Williams stated she cannot currently justify a full-time 

Water System Project Nears Completion with Additional 
Funding Approved

hire. The position has historically involved both oversight 
of animal control matters and the management of the 
city's animal control vehicle.

Pool Maintenance Challenges Highlighted
Public Works Director Eric Crusch provided an update 
on the Townsend City Pool, detailing a lengthening list 
of maintenance concerns that threaten its continued 
operation. The pump that circulates water is significantly 
more expensive to replace than originally anticipated, 
though Crusch indicated he is consulting with a pump 
specialist about rebuilding options that could save money.

Additionally, the pool's high chair (diving platform) 
is in poor condition and has been temporarily reinforced 
for this season but will require full replacement. The 
diving board has been removed from service entirely 
after its pivot mechanism began to fail, creating a 
safety hazard. Eric is obtaining bids from contractors 
to determine the total cost of necessary repairs.

These findings will inform the city's application to 
a trust board for potential funding assistance. Crusch 
noted that the city is also tracking pool attendance and 
usage patterns, including attendance at swim lessons 
and water aerobics, to better understand community 
use and help justify the facility's ongoing operation 
and funding needs.

The discussion touched on larger questions about the 
pool's long-term viability. One council member raised 
the possibility of presenting a referendum to voters 
in the next election cycle to gauge public support for 
investment in pool improvements, given competing 
views on whether municipal funds should support 
the facility. "Whether or not we put some kind of a 
referendum before the public that says, 'We need you 
to tell us what you want to do,'" the council member 
suggested, noting that vocal opponents of pool spending 
are dominating discussion at the expense of families 
who use the facility.

Public Works Director Eric Crusch emphasized that 
the pool remains safe. "Daily water tests the way that 
we're running it, that everything's always safe, always 
within specs," he confirmed, noting that even without 
the diving board, swimming and water play remain 
viable uses of the facility.

Additional Council Actions
Cyber Attack Alerts: The city has been receiving notices 
from the Montana Municipal Insurance Authority 
regarding cyber attacks on municipal water systems 
across the United States. At least 12 states have expe-
rienced such attacks, with 30 occurring in Minnesota 
water systems in the last week. The incidents involve 
disruption of automated operations rather than ransom 
demands, forcing operators to switch to manual mode. 
City Attorney Ed Guza assured the Council that the city's 
SCADA (Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition) 
system architecture presents lower risk, and the city 
has obtained cyber insurance coverage through MMIA.

Fire Department: New volunteer firefighters are 
performing well, with one recruit, Mason, demonstrating 
particular initiative. Mason proactively responded to a 
call on the flats before being formally paged, offering to 
drive an ambulance so staff could focus on patient care. 
Fire Department staff also praised two lifeguards, Ava 
and Logan, for their outstanding response to a medical 
emergency at the pool several days after the previous 
council meeting. The lifeguards called 911, contained 
the situation, and provided comfort measures, including 
shade until emergency responders arrived.

Claims: The Council approved July 2026 claims 
for payment.

The meeting adjourned.

hazards to many users. The BCT team, with Rotary 
and Broadwater County Trust Board grants and help 
from Interstate Engineering, applied for and received 
a Trail Stewardship grant through Fish, Wildlife, and 
Parks this past winter. The work on the grant has now 
led to BCDC/BCT awarding a contract to repair and 
resurface this trail.  Work is scheduled to begin August 
31 and should be completed within a few weeks. The 
trail will be closed during this time to allow the con-
tract workers to proceed uninterrupted as they remove 
damaged asphalt, grade the shoulders to allow water 
to drain from the trail surface and then to reseal the 
asphalt. This will make the trail smoother and not have 

BCT Providing, 1 the vegetation berms across it. Soft spots and small 
cracks will also be repaired. The trail will be a much 
safer trail for walkers, runners, families with small 
children, seniors, and residents needing a nice, smooth 
trail for their walkers or wheelchairs.

BCT is proud and excited to bring these two trail 
projects to completion for residents and visitors of 
Broadwater County. We look forward to our next trail 
efforts, the Fairgrounds trail and county parkland trails, 
and to continue to build upon these successful efforts. The 
community's continued support is critically important 
as we seek competitive grants to help us develop these 
and other recreational trails. Thank you all for your 
support. See you out on the community trails.
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East Helena Library Hours

Andrea Eckerson
Branch Manager 

Hours:
Monday - Wednesday: 

10 am- 6:00 pm.
Thursday and Friday: 

10 am- 5:00 pm
Saturdays: 10 am-1:00 pm
Sundays: Closed

AUGUST

Thu 20 - Sat 22
•	 10:00 am: Craft Swap Donation and Shop during 		
	 open hours.

Wednesday 26
•	 10:30 am: Story Time

Lewis & Clark Library East 
Helena Branch, 16 E Main 

Street in East Helena.
Nancy Marks, MT43 
News Photographer

Library HoursLibrary Hours
Broadwater School & 
Community Library

The library reopens Friday, 
June 5th, at 9:00 am with 
summer hours!

Curbside available. Please 
call:  (406)441-3461

PUBLIC SUMMER HOURS:
Monday - Thursday 1:00 to 7:00 pm
Friday - Saturday 9:00 to 4:00 PM
Closed Sunday

201 N Spruce St, Townsend
Photo Provided

AUGUST

Tuesday 25
•	 9:00 am:  Commission/CAO 		
	 Working Meeting

Wednesday 26
•	 10:00 am:  Commissioners Meeting

Broadwater County Broadwater County 
Government CalendarGovernment Calendar

AUGUST

Friday 21
•	 Teacher PIR
•	 5:00 pm: Fall Blue & White 		
	 Scrimmages - Volleyball
•	 5:30 pm: Fall Blue & White 		
	 Scrimmages - Cross Country
•	 6:00 pm: Fall Blue & White Scrimmages - Football

Monday 24
•	 First Day of School 1st-12th Grades

Tuesday 25
•	 First Day of School Pre-K & K
•	 6:00 pm: Makeup MS/HS Fall Activities Parent/Train	
	 ing Rules Meeting - Community Room

Thursday 27
•	 High School Volleyball at Shelby Tournament - Junior 	
	 Varsity

Friday 28
•	 No School
•	 High School Volleyball at Shelby Tournament -		
	  Varsity
•	 High School Cross Country at Billings

Townsend School & SportsTownsend School & Sports

	 AUGUST

Thursday 20
•	 4:30 pm: MDT Open House to Discuss the 		
	 Proposed Improvements on U.S. Highway 12		
 	 (US 12) and U.S. Highway 287 (US 287) Between 		
	 Spokane Creek and Townsend

Friday 21
•	 5:00 pm: Canton Church Presents the Last Call 		
	 Band at Canton Church SEE AD ON PAGE 11
•	 1:00 pm: Townsend Pinochle Club at Broadwater 	
	 County Sr. Center, 516 2nd St
•	 12:00 pm: Alcoholics Anonymous at Shepherd of 		
	 the Valley Lutheran Church, 301 N Cherry
•	 5:00 pm: READ and ROLL: Game Night for All Ages 	
	 (12 & under with adult) at Reading Leaves and 		
	 Lattes

Saturday 22
•	 6:00 pm: Fireside Alcoholics Anonymous at 		
	 102 N. Walnut, 406-439-3945

Tuesday 25
•	 5:30 pm: Alcoholics Anonymous at Shepherd of 		
	 the Valley Lutheran Church, 301 N Cherry
•	 5:00 pm: American Legion Post 42 Food and 		
	 Bingo at American Legion Post 42 Club

Wednesday 26
•	 1:00 pm: Townsend Pinochle Club at Broadwater 	
	 County Sr. Center, 516 2nd St
•	 6:00 pm: Broadwater Democrats Meeting at The 		
	 Betsy SEE AD ON THIS PAGE FOR DETAILS

Thursday 27
•	 3:00 pm: Townsend Farmers Market at Wi-Fi Park
•	 7:00 pm: Al-Anon at Shepherd of the Valley 		
	 Lutheran Church, 301 N Cherry

Friday 28
•	 5:00 pm: Date Night at the Pottery Studio at 		
	 Pottery Guild, 108 N. Spruce
•	 5:00 pm: Historic Canton Church Presents Linda 		
	 Huth at Canton Church
•	 1:00 pm: Townsend Pinochle Club at Broadwater 	
	 County Sr. Center, 516 2nd St
•	 12:00 pm: Alcoholics Anonymous at Shepherd of 		
	 the Valley Lutheran Church, 301 N Cherry
•	 5:00 pm: READ and ROLL: Game Night for All Ages 	
	 (12 & under with adult) at Reading Leaves and 		
	 Lattes

Saturday 29
•	 6:00 pm: Fireside Alcoholics Anonymous at 		
	 102 N. Walnut, 406-439-3945

Broadwater Broadwater 
Community CalendarCommunity Calendar

East Helena Schools & SportsEast Helena Schools & Sports
AUGUST

Monday 24
•	 4:00 pm: East Valley Middle School Open House
•	 4:30 pm: Open House for Little Lante’s, PPE, and 		
	 Radley

Tuesday 25
•	 6:00 pm: 9th Grade and New Student Orientation - 	
	 Open House and BBQ

Wednesday 26
•	 8:00 am: Welcome Back to School

Thursday 27
•	 8:00 am: Kindergarten 1st Day!

TURN TO PAGE 6  FOR LEGAL NOTICES
AND JOB OPENING.

ClassifiedsClassifieds

Monthly Chamber Meeting

Thursday,September 17 
@ TBA

All members of the      
community welcome!

Broadwater Rural Fire Board Meeting

3rd Wednesday each month.
Next meeting: September 16, 7:30PM
At the Townsend Fire Station - 130 So Cedar St
See Board Meeting Agenda at: https://www.broad-
watercountymt.gov/community/rural_fire_board.php 

LOCAL MEETINGS

Broadwater Food Pantry is located at 
315 Broadway, Townsend, MT.

Distribution days ( 1st & 3rd Saturday + 5th if applicable)
August 1, 15 & 29- 9:00 am to 11:00 am
Donations of food items are accepted Fridays July 

31, August 14 & 28: 9:00 to 11:00am
This month donation suggestions: Hamburger 

Helper meals, Ramen noodles, tuna, cereal, fresh fruit 
& vegetables.

Monetary donation can be mailed to PO Box 1164, 
Townsend, MT 59644.

Donation boxes are available at Bob’s Market at 
check stands.

Food Pantry is staffed by volunteers from local 
churches. August is Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran 
Church.

For questions, donations appointments and emergency 
food supplies call (406) 916-0034.

The Olde Place 
AUGUST SALE! 

Herbs, Spices, Teas, 
& Vintage Collectibles 

Celebrating 80th Birthday and 
5 years at the Birds Nest/Berry 
Patch Booth B-11, Townsend

Kathryn McBee & Family
406-570-0299

Correction: Broadwater 4-H Members Take 
Part in Montana 4-H Congress

MT43 News inadvertently listed Allison Kosto as the 
author of the article "Broadwater 4-H Members Take 
Part in Montana 4-H Congress," published on July 
31, 2026.

The actual author was Kasen Gregg, Broadwater 
County 4-H Assistant.

Our apologies for the error.

Broadwater Community 
Public Library- Winter Hours

Vicki Harvey
Broadwater County Library

Winter hours at the library begin August 24, 2026.

Winter Hours are:
Monday through Thursday 4pm to 7pm
Friday and Saturday 9am to 4pm

Due to staffing issues, the library will be closed on 
Sundays.
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Reading Leaves and Lattes

(406) 475-0672 Text Only
401 Broadway, Townsend 
Dining Hours:
Mon - Sun 8:00AM - 5:00PM

The Betsy Sports Zone

217 Broadway, Townsend
(406) 266-0001 
Dining Hours:
Tue-Sun 11:00AM-Close  
Closed Monday
Takeout placed only in person.
Menu: 
www.betsysportszone.com

American Legion Hall

211 Broadway, Townsend
(406) 266-3611
Dining Hours:
Tuesday- Bingo/Bowl & a Roll 
starts at 5:00PM
Bar hours may vary

Bread and Butter Cafe

205 Broadway St, Townsend 
(406) 266-3025 
Dining Hours:
Tue - Fri 7:00AM- 1:00PM
Sat 7:00AM- 12:00PM
Closed Sunday & Monday
Menu available on Facebook

Commercial Bar

101 Broadway, Townsend
(406) 266-9956 
Dining Hours:
10:00AM - 2:00AM
Closed Thanksgiving & 
Christmas
Menu available on Facebook

Copy Cup Coffee Shop

303 N Front St, Townsend   
(406) 980-8400
Please call in business hours.
Drinks and Pastry Hours:
Mon - Fri 7:00AM - 3:00PM  
Sat 8:30AM - 2:00PM
Closed Sunday

Deep Creek Pizza Co.

415 Broadway Ste 2, Townsend  
(406) 266-0002 
Dining Hours:
11:00AM - 8:00 PM 
Closed Sunday
Menu: 
deepcreekpizzaco.com
Accepting Orders Online

Fishtale Tavern

209 Broadway St, Townsend 
(406) 266-5582 
Dining Hours:
Tuesday 10:00AM - Midnight
Wed - Sat 10:00 AM - Close
Sunday 10:00 AM - Midnight
Closed Monday
Daily Specials:
Facebook

Mint Cafe

305 Broadway St, Townsend 
(406) 266-3867 
Dining Hours:
Wed 8:00AM - 2:00 PM,  
Thur - Fri 8:00AM - 8:00PM
Sat - Sun 7:00AM - 8:00PM
Closed Monday & Tuesday
SPECIAL:
N/A

C Hangin’ C Mercantile 
& Creamery

310 S Front St, Townsend
(406) 266-9087 
Dining Hours:
Mon - Fri 7:30AM - 7:00PM
Sat 8:00AM - 7:00PM
Sun 9:00AM - 5:00PM
Menu: 
Facebook
changincmerc.square.site

Canyon Ferry Brewing & 
Taproom

300 Broadway, Townsend
(406) 694-5687
Hours: 
Wed - Fri. 4:00PM - Close 
Sat and Sun 2:00PM - Close

Kick Start Nutrition

500 N Front St, Townsend 
(406) 266-0033 
Dining Hours:
Mon - Thu 7:00AM - 2:00PM
Fri - Sat 10:00AM - 2:00PM
Closed Sunday
Daily Specials:
Facebook & Instagram

Full Belli Deli

209 S Front St, Townsend
(406) 266-5459 
Dining Hours:
Mon - Sun 7:00AM - 7:00PM

Mountie Moose Bakery

109 Broadway, Townsend 
(406) 266-5800 
Dining Hours:
Tue - Sat 7:00AM - 4:00PM
Closed Sunday & Monday
Online Ordering:
Mountie-moose-bakery.square.
site

Peking China

10 N Main St, Three Forks 
(406) 285-3225 
Dining Hours:
Tue - Sun 11:30AM - 8:30PM
Closed Monday
Menu:
Google

Rocky Mountain Supply Deli

7847 US Hwy 287, Townsend 
(406) 266-3456 
Hot & Cold To-Go Hours:
Mon-Fri6:00AM - 6:00PM
Menu:
Board Inside Store 
for Take-and Bake or 
Ready-to-Eat Pizza
Call Ahead or Order Inside

Vaquero’s Mexican 
Restaurant

219 Broadway St, Townsend
(406)266-1860
Dining Hours:
Tue - Sun 11:00AM - 9:00PM
Closed Mondays
Menu & Specials:
Facebook
Call Ahead or Order Inside

Silos/Canyon Ferry Lake 
KOA

81 Silos Road
406-266-3100
Dining Hours:
Mon - Thu 7:30AM - 8:00PM
Menu:
Changes Weekly
Breakfast, Soup, Sandwiches to go

BSE Excavating
7200 Hwy 287, Townsend, MT

Brandon Bakken
Shane Tew
p - (406)266-3772
c - (406)980-1100

Mark Leyland
406-438-7315
leylandmt.com

Mark Leyland
406-438-7315
leylandmt.com

LEYLAND INSURANCE
Call me with any Medicare questions!Call me with any Medicare questions!

Turning 65 soon?Turning 65 soon?

Metered Propane

Budget Billing

Lease Tanks

Service Department

Metered Propane
Budget Billing

Lease Tanks
Service Department

7812 US-287

Townsend, MT 
406-266-4278

7812 US-287
Townsend, MT 
406-266-4278
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Legal NoticesLegal Notices
Legal notices are required to print in local newspapers and may hold private or public interest.
Here you may read about Probate Notices, Estate Settlements and other Judicial Actions as well
as important Broadwater County notices.

Legal notices are required to print in local newspapers and may hold private or public interest.
Here you may read about Probate Notices, Estate Settlements and other Judicial Actions as well
as important Broadwater County notices.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

In accordance with 7-6-4021 and 7-6-4024 MCA, the Broad-
water County Commissioners will be holding a public hearing 
to discuss the adoption of Broadwater County’s FY 2026/2027 
Annual Budget. The hearing is set for Wednesday, September 
2, 2026, at 10:05 AM, located at 416 Broadway St. in the Com-
missioner Meeting room. 

Any taxpayer or resident may appear and be heard in support 
of or in opposition to the final budget.

The final budget will be available for review by August 
26, 2026, in the Clerk and Recorder’s office or on the county 
website www.broadwatercountymt.gov 

Published August 21 and 28, 2026
MNAXLP

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The City of Townsend Zoning Commission will hold a public 
hearing at 6:30 p.m., Thursday, September 10, 2026, at City 
Hall, 110 Broadway, Townsend, Montana.

The purpose of the public hearing is to consider a request 
for a Conditional Use Permit to allow a manufactured home 
within the R-2, Medium Density Residential District.

Pursuant to Section 13.13.030 “Conditional Use Permits 
Review” of the Townsend Zoning Ordinance the Zoning Com-
mission shall hold a public hearing on the proposals.

The CUP proposes a manufactured home located at 312 
South Spruce Street within the R-2, Medium Density Residential 
District. The property is legally described as Lot 27-28, Block 
46, Townsend Original Townsite.

Maps and related data regarding this application may be 
reviewed by contacting Jeremy Fadness, WWC Engineering, 
1275 Maple Street, Suite F, Helena, MT 59601, 406-443-3962. 
Written comments may be directed to the Deputy City Clerk, 
110 Broadway, Townsend, Montana 59644. Written comments 
must be received by September 10, 2026, by 4:00 p.m. Interested 
parties are invited to attend the Public Hearing and make known 
their views and concerns on the proposed Variance application. 

UPON REASONABLE NOTICE, THE CITY OF 
TOWNSEND WILL PROVIDE ASSISTANCE FOR THOSE 
PERSONS WITH SENSORY IMPAIRMENTS. FOR FURTHER 
INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT THE CITY CLERK.

Published August 21 and 28, 2026
MNAXLP

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The City of Townsend Zoning Commission will hold a public 
hearing at 6:30 p.m., Thursday, September 10, 2026, at City 
Hall, 110 Broadway, Townsend, Montana.

The purpose of the public hearing is to consider a request 
for a Conditional Use Permit to allow a manufactured home 
within the R-2, Medium Density Residential District.

Pursuant to Section 13.13.030 “Conditional Use Permits 
Review” of the Townsend Zoning Ordinance the Zoning Com-
mission shall hold a public hearing on the proposals.

The CUP proposes a manufactured home located at 128 South 
Harrison Avenue within the R-2, Medium Density Residential 
District. The property is legally described as Lot 8-9, Block E, 
Potts-Harrison Addition.

Maps and related data regarding this application may be 
reviewed by contacting Jeremy Fadness, WWC Engineering, 
1275 Maple Street, Suite F, Helena, MT 59601, 406-443-3962. 
Written comments may be directed to the Deputy City Clerk, 
110 Broadway, Townsend, Montana 59644. Written comments 
must be received by September 10, 2026, by 4:00 p.m. Interested 
parties are invited to attend the Public Hearing and make known 
their views and concerns on the proposed Variance application. 

UPON REASONABLE NOTICE, THE CITY OF 
TOWNSEND WILL PROVIDE ASSISTANCE FOR THOSE 
PERSONS WITH SENSORY IMPAIRMENTS. FOR FURTHER 
INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT THE CITY CLERK.

Published August 21 and 28, 2026
MNAXLP

HELP WANTED: Broadwater County PT Site Attendant

Broadwater County is soliciting qualified applicants to fill the 
position of a PT Site Attendant. The wage is $13-$15/hr, DOE. 
Applicants must have a valid Montana Driver’s License and 
be able to pass a background check. Applications and a copy 
of the job description can be obtained on the county’s website 
at www.broadwatercountymt.gov under Job Openings at the 
bottom of the page.

Resumes and complete applications can be mailed to Brenda 
Harris at 515 Broadway, Townsend, MT 59644 or emailed to 
brenda.harris@broadwatercountymt.gov 

Please contact Brenda Harris at 406-266-9212 if you have 
any questions.

Broadwater County is an equal opportunity employer. 
Broadwater County shall, upon request, provide reasonable 
accommodations to otherwise qualified individuals with dis-
abilities. Veterans and Disabled preferences are applicable.

Published August 21 and 28, 2026
MNAXLP

JOB OPENING NOTICE TO WATER USERS

On September 23, 2024, Hidden Hollow Hideaway Ranch, Inc. 
(HHHR) filed a motion with the Water Court seeking to amend 
the period of use and period of diversion of water right claims 
41I 49383 00 and 41I 49385 00. The claims are for irrigation 
use from Hinaman Creek in Broadwater County. The water 
right claims are part of Water Court Case 41I-0082-R-2023.

A full copy of HHHR’s motion and the Court’s order requir-
ing this notice are available on the “Notices & Information” 
page of the Montana Water Court’s website at https://courts.
mt.gov/courts/water/Notices-Info/. Interested parties may file 
a response or objection.

Any response or objection to the motion must be filed 
with the Montana Water Court, PO Box 1389, Bozeman, MT 
59771, or electronically filed at watercourt@mt.gov, within 
45 days of the last publication of this notice. Therefore, the 
filing deadline is October 20, 2026. A copy of any response or 
objection must be mailed to Hidden Hollow Hideaway Ranch, 
Inc., c/o Calli J. Michaels, MICHAELS LAW, PLLC, PO Box 
75, Silver Star, MT 59751, cmichaels@mlawmt.com. Please 
indicate “Case 41I-0082-R-2023” on any response, objection, 
or other correspondence

Published August 21, 28 and September 4, 2026
MNAXLP

CourtCourt
BeatBeat

CourtCourt
BeatBeat

Nancy Marks
MT43 News Reporter

District Court Judge Michael Mc-
Mahon heard the following criminal 
cases. County Attorney Kevin Bratcher 
brought charges. Attorney Qasim Walid Abdul-Baki 
served as the public defender.

James Ruben Estrada had a pre-trial conference 
with his pre-trial set for January 15, 2027, for his 4th 
consecutive Driving While Intoxicated offense. He 
was stopped by officers on March 2nd of this year with 
incorrect plates on his vehicle. His prior DWI convic-
tions were in Lewis & Clark and Gallatin Counties and 
in Manhattan City Court.

Quinn Odel Hiassen was released with conditions 
from Montana Probation and Parole since he has com-
pleted treatment for alcohol dependency. Haissen had 
been charged with criminal endangerment on July 24, 
2024, for attacking officers at the Broadwater County 
Detention Center where he was being held.

Christina Jean Moorhouse did not appear in court 
on her charge of possession of a dangerous drug-
methamphetamine and drug paraphernalia. She was 
arrested May 3, 2026. Judge McMahon set August 21 
to appoint her an attorney.

Zane Alan Wallace violated his court judgment to 
revoke his deferred sentence status. During judgment 
and sentencing, Wallace pled guilty to criminal mis-
chief amounting to a loss of more than $1,500. Judge 
McMahon sentenced Wallace to six years in Montana 
State Prison, with all six years suspended. He must make 
restitution and begin participation in the First Judicial 
District Drug Treatment Court as part of sentencing 
conditions.  Wallace had been charged in 2020 for taking 
a vehicle and a gun without the owner’s permission. 

In a separate judgment, Judge McMahon sentenced 
Wallace to five years in the Montana State Prison, with 
all five years suspended with conditions. Wallace had 
pled guilty to driving under the influence of alcohol. 
He was arrested Dec. 31, 2025.  It was his 4th offense. 
The two sentences will run consecutively. 

Barbara Lee Degroodt was not present for her evi-
dentiary hearing. Her August 28 appearance in court 
will be for an attorney to be appointed for her. In a Feb. 
26, 2026, traffic stop, officers arrested her, and she was 
subsequently charged for criminal possession of danger-
ous drugs-methamphetamine, and drug paraphernalia.

Justice of the Peace Report
Samuel Anagnostou
Justice Court Clerk

MONTANA HIGHWAY PATROL FINES

Jackie Hunter – Alto NM – Speeding on National 4 
Lane – exceed day limit of 75mph – paid fines - $120 
fines & fees

Milana Flores – Bozeman – Speeding on National 
4 Lane – exceed day limit of 75mph – paid fines - $70 
fines & fees

Douglas Croghan – Belgrade – Speeding on National 
4 Lane – exceed day limit of 75mph – paid fines - $70 
fines & fees

Dana Bimler – Missoula – Speeding on National 4 
Lane – exceed day limit of 75mph – paid fines - $70 
fines & fees

Kassidy Hokanson – Bozeman – Speeding – exceed 
restricted / special zone speed limit established by 
department – paid fines - $65 fine

Chad Ireland – Belgrade – Leave scene of accident 
resulting in property damage over $1,000 without per-
mission from law enforcement – plead guilty - $285 fine

- Fail to give notice of accident by quickest means 
/ apparent damage over $1,000, 1st offense – plead 
guilty - $275 fine

Jennifer Boston – Townsend – Operating without 
liability insurance in effect, 3rd offense – plead guilty - 
$535 fines & fees. Court to defer imposition of sentence 
for six (6) months with good behavior & payment of 
court fine. The license plate & registration of vehicle 
operated at the time of the offense is suspended until 
proof of insurance is provided to Motor Vehicles Divi-
sion. Restrictive probationary registration recommended.

Tomasz Kulesza – Ennis – Driving under the influ-
ence of alcohol and or drugs, 1st offense – plead guilty 
-  $1,085 fines & fees. Sentenced to six (6) months in 
Broadwater County Jail with the execution of all but 
one (1) day suspended for six (6) months with good 
behavior, payment of fine, and completion of other 
programs. Defendant to Enroll in ACT or VA equivalent 
within one (1) month, to be completed within four (4) 
months. Restrictive probationary license recommended. 

BROADWATER COUNTY FINES

Theland Blackford – East Helena – Speeding on non-
interstate – exceed day limit of 70mph – paid fines 
- $120 fines & fees

Maxwell Goldrich – Scarsdale, NY – Speeding on 
non-interstate – exceed night limit of 65mph – plead 
guilty - $20 fines & fees. Court to defer imposition 
of sentence for two (2) months with good behavior, 
payment of fine, and completion of other program. 
Defendant to enroll and complete Traffic School within 
one (1) month. 

COUNTY CRIMINAL 

Thomas Tuttle – Townsend – Disorderly Conduct (1)
(a) through (1)(h) – plead guilty - $185 fines & fees. 
Court to defer imposition of sentence for six (6) months 
with good behavior and payment of fine. 

Christopher Jones – Townsend – Driving under the 
influence of alcohol and or drugs, 2nd offense – plead 
guilty - $1,285 fines & fees. Sentenced to one (1) year 
in Broadwater County Jail with the execution of all but 
seven (7) days suspended for one (1) year with good 
behavior, payment of fine, and completion of other 
programs. Defendant to enroll in ACT within one (1) 
month, to be completed within four (4) months, followed 
by monthly monitoring for one (1) year. Restrictive 
probationary license recommended after forty-five (45) 
day hard suspension. Any vehicle operated be equipped 
with a functioning interlock device. 

MOTOR CARRIER SERVICES

Bradley Bodle – Townsend – Operate vehicle whose 
gross laden weight exceeds GVW shown on owner 
certificate – paid fines - $85 fine
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Broadwater County Commissioner Meeting
Rachael Brug
Staff Reporter

8/5/2026

Weasel Creek Road ordinance passes on second 
reading; public works to install signage

The Broadwater County Commission unanimously 
approved an ordinance Tuesday increasing the speed 
limit on a 931-foot section of Weasel Creek Road in 
Winston from 15 mph to 25 mph, concluding months 
of discussion and public input on the matter.

The decision, which came on the ordinance's second 
reading during the August 5th meeting, was not with-
out some initial skepticism. Commission Chair Debi 
Randolph acknowledged her own hesitation about the 
change during the discussion period. "When I first heard 
about it, I thought, 'Let's just keep it 15. It sounds like 
a long process for a short distance,'" Randolph said. 
However, after consulting with the sheriff's office, 
conducting a site visit, and hearing public comment, 
her perspective shifted. "After talking to public safety 
and driving down there, it changed my mind," she said. 
"It's a proof that we do appreciate public comment."

The commissioners noted that all public feedback 
received on the ordinance had been in support of the 
increase. The first official reading of the ordinance 
occurred on July 22nd, with the second reading sched-
uled for August 5th in accordance with state statute 
requirements.

T.J. Gravely, the county's Public Works Director, 
outlined the next steps. "Now that you guys have passed 
this, I will have these 25 mph signs installed. Probably 
won't be today just because of the time frame, but it'll 
be first thing in the morning," Gravely said. He clarified 
an important point: the speed limit change applies only 
to the specific 931-foot section of Weasel Creek Road, 
not the entire roadway.

The Commission Chair asked the public to report 
any safety concerns once the new signage is in place to 
the sheriff's office, which is aware it may receive calls 
regarding the change. "Safety is paramount and they 
will take those seriously," Randolph said, encouraging 
residents not to hesitate in reporting issues directly to 
the sheriff rather than the commissioners' office.

Parks and Recreation Board 
Approves Project Checklist

The Parks and Recreation Board presented a comprehen-
sive project checklist designed to set clear expectations 
for community groups interested in proposing projects 
on county parklands. Carol Hatfield, the board's chair, 
explained that the checklist was developed to ensure 
all requests are treated consistently and to help groups 
understand what will be expected of them.

The checklist had been reviewed by legal counsel 
prior to commission consideration. Several commis-
sioners suggested refinements, which the board agreed 

to implement. The suggested changes included flipping 
the order of two checklist items—placing long-term 
maintenance and operations before completion and 
final review—and adding a cover sheet to explain the 
overall process to applicants.

Commissioner Lindsey Richtmeyer also suggested 
including information about pre-application meetings, 
similar to those offered by Community Development 
Director Nichole Brown for subdivision proposals. 
"If a group comes in and they think they want to do 
XYZ, but it's not in your plan at all, it would save them 
time if they just talk to one of the board members," 
Richtmeyer said.

Hatfield noted that current interest from residents 
and groups seeking to develop projects at Canton 
Lane Park, particularly baseball-related proposals, 
underscored the need for a clear process. "We're trying 
to get them to come into the parks and recreation board 
to talk directly to the board about what their proposals 
are," she explained.

The commissioners emphasized the importance 
of long-term maintenance planning for all projects. 
"Long-term maintenance is going to be a very, very 
important in operations. Who's going to run it? Who's 
going to deal with the garbage?" one commissioner noted, 
highlighting a critical consideration often overlooked 
in project planning.

The board's checklist passed with a motion to ap-
prove it contingent upon receipt and approval of the 
updated cover sheet by the commissioners within one 
to two weeks. Hatfield agreed to make the requested 
revisions and submit the final version for review rather 
than bringing it back for another public meeting.

TV District Contracts Extended
The Commission approved three television channel 
agreements with Lucan Enterprises, extending existing 
contracts through February 14, 2027. The channels—
Retro TV, Revan Action, and Family Channel—are 
part of the county's TV district, which provides local 
residents access to programming via antenna without 
requiring cable or other paid subscriptions.

Commissioner Richtmeyer explained that the agree-
ments had been in place and previously signed, but 
updated full contracts were being formalized to ensure 
clarity and consistency. "We're just cleaning it up, making 
them more precise," she said. The channel agreements 
require minimal taxation of district residents, estimated 
at $5 to $10 on property tax bills.

The TV district has been in place for over 20 years 
and serves as an emergency alert system in addition to 
providing regular programming.

Meeting Notes
The Commission also approved three sets of claims 
totaling approximately $431,752, which included payroll, 
fair-related expenses, and general county maintenance 
and utility bills. The meeting adjourned at 10:30 a.m.

Broadwater County Commissioners Meeting
Rachael Brug
Staff Reporter

8/12/2026

Highway 287 Safety Concerns Prompt 
Call for Speed Study and Enforcement

Public comment highlights crash risks; commission-
ers to pursue MDT speed study; US Antimony mine 
discussion also featured

Highway 287 safety dominated public comment at 
the August 12th Broadwater County Commission meet-
ing, with resident Rob Eskridge urging commissioners 
to take action following the Montana Department of 
Transportation's upcoming open house on the corridor.

Eskridge painted a grim picture of conditions on 
the highway, citing 19 deaths between Townsend and 
Silos in the past three years and describing recent near-
misses near his subdivision north of town. "There's 
people driving too fast. You put on a left turn signal, 
people behind you on their phones, they're driving at 
80 or 85 miles an hour," he said, describing a crash 
that occurred just 30 seconds after he made a left turn 
on the roadway.

Noting that public comment at a previous MDT meet-
ing had emphasized left-turn safety concerns, Eskridge 
offered five recommendations to the Commission: attend 
the August 20th MDT open house as a working session; 
identify a person to learn about the speed study process 
from MDT; add a formal request for an accelerated 
speed study to the August 27th Commission meeting; 
request copies of public comment cards from the open 
house; and arrange a follow-up meeting with Sheriff 
Mark Wood and Highway Patrol District 7 leadership 
to discuss enforcement options and signage.

"It's that severe," Eskridge said, noting that he hoped 
for a billboard near Rocky Mountain Supply reading: 

"Quit killing our neighbors. Slow down. 19 deaths 
within the next 9 miles."

Commission Chair Debi Randolph acknowledged 
the Commission's familiarity with the speed study 
process. "Since I've been here, which is six years, I 
believe we've done three speed studies. One has been 
successful. The other two were denied," she said. She 
noted that the Commission would attend the August 
20th open house and that MDT would likely bring 
crash data to the meeting. "Please attend that if you 
can," she encouraged the public.

Randolph also mentioned a "Ride to Remember" 
motorcycle event passing through Townsend on Saturday 
at approximately 10:30 a.m., which she said would 
raise awareness about road safety.

US Antimony Facility Expansion Discussed
Aaron Tenesch, Vice President of the Antimony Division 
at US Antimony, outlined current operations and future 
plans for the company's Radersburg facility. The site 
is not an active mine, but rather a processing center 
where ore mined in Thompson Falls—and potentially 
in Alaska—is concentrated before being shipped for 
downstream processing.

Tenesch emphasized the company's commitment to 
environmental stewardship and safety. "Environmental 
stewardship, health, and safety of our crew is all para-
mount to our operation," he said. US Antimony is a 
publicly traded company and a five-generation Montana 
family operation, according to Tenesch, who noted he 
has owned property in Broadwater County for 23 years.

Currently, the facility operates one day shift with 
six employees, mostly local. The company is seeking to 
hire additional staff, including a mechanical or operating 
foreman, as current leadership is stretched thin. Tenesch 
invited interested candidates to apply through Indeed or 
contact the company directly, and suggested reaching 

Commissioners Meeting, 11

Broadwater County 
Commissioners Agenda

Broadwater County Commissioners

515 Broadway, Townsend
Meetings are held at the Flynn Building 
on 416 Broadway St.

Current and previously recorded meet-
ings, official agenda, and minutes may be viewed on 
the website at https://www.broadwatercountymt.gov. 

Per Montana Code Annotated (MCA) 2-3-202, the 
agenda must include an item allowing public comment 
on any public matter that is not on the agenda of the 
meeting, and that is within the jurisdiction of the agency 
conducting the meeting.

Public comments will be taken either in writing 
before the meeting or in person at the beginning of the 
meeting. Written public comment must be received by 
5pm the day before the meeting. This allows time for 
comments to be reviewed before the meeting. Mail 
and items for discussion and/or signature may occur 
as time allows during the meeting. Issues and times are 
subject to change. Working meetings will be posted on 
the agenda and will not be recorded.

OFFICIAL agendas are posted at least 48 hours in 
advance of the meeting in the Courthouse (1st-floor 
bulletin board), on our website at www.broadwater-
countymt.gov, in the window of the Flynn Building, 
and in the local MT43 Newspaper when possible to 
meet the publishing deadline.

Tuesday, August 25, 2026

9:00 AM	 Working meeting with Bill Jarocki, County 
Administrative Officer, in CAO office, regarding projects 
and deadlines

Wednesday, August 26, 2026

No Commission Meeting

The county strives to make the meeting available virtu-
ally but cannot guarantee access due to platform failure, 
internet interruptions, or other potential technological 
malfunctions

Items for Discussion / Decision / Review / 
Signature – Consent Agenda 

•	 Certificate of Survey review 
•	 Management – ongoing advisory board appoint-

ments / Board bylaws
•	 Claims/Payroll/minutes 
•	 County Audit / Budget 
•	 Ongoing and renewing contracts 
•	 Ongoing grants, grant applications 
•	 Correspondence – support letters 
•	 Task Orders 
•	 Mail

Debi Randolph, Chair
(406) 266-9270 or (406) 451-6035

drandolph@broadwatercountymt.gov 

Lindsey Richtmyer
(406) 266-9271 or (406) 521-0834

lrichtmyer@broadwatercountymt.gov 

Jesse Swenson, Vice Chair
(406) 266-9272 or (406) 980-1213

jswenson@broadwatercountymt.gov 

E-mail:	commissioners@broadwatercountymt.gov
Future Meetings will be held at the Flynn Building 

(416 Broadway)
Please note: These meeting times/dates may change; 

please check the county website

•	 TEDD Advisory Committee Meeting on September 
2nd at 4:00 PM

•	 Trust Board Meeting on September 8th at 11:30 AM
•	 Planning Board Meeting on September 8th at 1:00 PM
•	 Fair Board Meeting on September 10th at 5:15 PM
•	 Noxious Weed Board Meeting on September 15th 

at 7:00 PM
•	 Airport Board Meeting on September 16th at 6:00 PM
•	 Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) 

Meeting on September 17th at 1:00 PM
•	 Board of Health Meeting on September 21st at 

3:30 PM
•	 County Parks and Recreation Meeting on September 

21st at 6:00 PM

The Commissioners may be attending these board 
meetings (except the Planning Board)
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Whispers of the Past
Shelley Douthett

When I first discovered the Centerville Cemetery, I 
spent time just walking around and marveling that this 
was even out there. How did I not know about it for 
decades? But one day, I happened to glance north along 
the Centerville cutoff road and thought I saw headstones 
in the distance. I immediately turned down the road 
towards the RY mill and just before the entrance to it, 
there was a gate to the cemetery and the sign.

One of the headstones that caught my eye was for 
the McMahons, Michael and Larissa. I just happened 
to know a Michael and Larissa in our area but they are 
in their 30s now. And their last name is not McMahon.  
So, I wondered, who are these people? Now we all are 
going to know.

The McMahon family started when Michael came 
out to Montana from Ireland in 1866. I don’t know his 
journey or how he even knew about this area but he 
made it to the Bedford area and found himself deeply 
in love with a much younger woman, Larissa Austin. 
Okay, I may be making up the deeply in love part but 
this is one of the families I researched and felt happy 
about as I followed the trails of each family member. 
They started ranching along the Missouri River near 
Bedford which was a thriving little town with a flour 
mill, boarding house, saloon, school, and other busi-
nesses. It’s hard to imagine it now as there isn’t much 
left of the town these days but it was located at the Warm 
Springs pond area just north of present-day Townsend.

Michael and Larissa went on to have 4 children, 
Sallie, Austin, James, and Alta. The boys followed 

Michael into ranching with James taking over the ranch 
after Michael died in 1904 of a heart attack at the age 
of 55. Larissa died of cancer in 1903. She had found a 
lump under her arm and went through several surger-
ies in Helena and Great Falls. In one of the newspaper 
clips it said the Great Falls surgeon freely used a knife 
to try to get at the cancer. Ick. I don’t know about you 
but I was surprised by this level of cancer treatment in 
the early 1900s. She returned home and passed away 
with family by her side. She was only 44 years old. 

Both Michael and Larissa were well thought of and 
missed by the Bedford and Townsend communities. In 
the meantime, the kids went on to have interesting lives 
of their own. Sallie and Alta both became teachers. Sallie 
taught for several years in Townsend and then became 
the superintendent of the schools in the area for 8 years 
before moving to Helena to be the chief clerk for the 
Montana Fish and Game. She married Milo McNeill, 
had 2 children and died at the age of 91. She is buried 
in Forestvale in Helena with Milo. Alta taught several 
years in Townsend and married Dana Kelly of Helena. 
They, too, are both buried at Forestvale.

Austin carried on the ranching tradition but had 
moved on to Carbon County in Joliet and Columbus. 
He later moved to Seattle and then settled in California, 
where he was buried in Oakland. 

James took over the ranch from his father and 
lived out his years there. He married Ruth Palmer of 
Absaroka and he died relatively young, like his father 
at 55. Must be something about that ranch because his 
siblings all lived into their 80s and 90s. He is buried 
at Centerville near his parents.

And so ends another pioneer family story. I don’t 
know that there are any descendants here now but if 
you know something different, let me know. You can 
contact me at rangebabe56@gmail.com.

It’s been too hot to work out at the cemetery this 
summer but I’m hoping to get back out there soon and 
find inspiration for my next story. Benny and Joon, the 
ospreys, left early this year and it was another failure 
at nest building and having babies. What’s with those 
two? Then again, there are a lot of ospreys in our area, 
so I guess it’s okay.

James McMahon Headstone
Photo Credit: Shelley Douthett

Larissa and Michael Headstone
Photo Credit: Shelley Douthett

Years ago, a man who was trying to be humorous said: “I was 
going to buy a book on positive thinking but then I thought, 
what the heck good would that do?” If you look online or 
watch any news programs on TV, it’s hard to stay positive 
about much of anything! 

I was raised like most of you were, by parents who tried 
to teach us manners and to not only be polite, but tolerant. 
Here in our small island of sanity, most people around us are 
polite and well-meaning. Yes, we do have a few grouches, or 
maybe some have just had a bad day. For the most part, we 
are a lively and happy bunch. Being positive around our area 
isn’t much of a problem; if you are feeling down, there are 
any number of people ready to make you laugh. I sometimes 
feel like that is my mission in life, probably because I believe 
in fun! No matter how old I get, my wife Linda will, like any 
good wife, roll her eyes when I say something crazy or silly. 
Life is to be lived, not just suffered through.

Nowadays, just about everything you see about people in 
Cities, has folks fighting in restaurants and department stores. 
It’s not just on Black Friday sales anymore; it seems like 
people can’t be tolerant of other people. Then you have other 
people who sit back and comment that “it’s those people who 
always get into arguments and fights in public”. They sit back 
and giggle maliciously while calling everyone else names! 

NOT COOL! 
Bigotry comes in all forms, and from many people who 

think they are just above it all. Never mind racism; basic 
prejudice is everywhere. However, that word is used wrong, 
mostly. Prejudging is natural; it makes us cautious. If something 
seems wrong about a person, maybe you are feeling like you 
should be careful around them. Being prejudiced against any 
race, etc., is wrong. I have always thought: “I can’t condemn 
an entire race, religion, sex, etc. because of the actions of a 
few buttheads!” I’m being polite in that word; it’s usually a 
stronger word.

We all need to be more tolerant of the people around us. 
Some of us older folks move a bit slower than many. Be patient; 
we’ll get moving soon. I won’t even get on my soapbox about 
cell phones, where, when bad things happen, people tend to 
record the event instead of helping. Be bigger than that!

We are having beautiful weather: a little cooler, more life-
giving rain, and sunshine that doesn’t fry you alive. I’m hoping 
for a real Montana winter; we need that. I will absolutely love a 
good cool autumn with bright colored leaves and flannel shirts. 

So, think positive thoughts. Remember where we live! No 
big city ideas and foolishness; we are rural and small-town 
folks. Living here and loving life. We are just getting a hint 
of our best season harvest, fall, Autumn, or whatever you 
want to call it. It’s a wonderful time of the year. Cue Burl Ives 
singing. Stay well, my people; prepare for the cooler weather, 
but don’t start Christmas shopping quite yet.
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Elkhorn Community Fellowship
126 N Cedar St. Townsend
Pastor Eric Crusch (406) 949-0183
Sunday: 11:00am- Services
Wednesday: 4:00 - 5:30pm Team KID for K - 5th Grades  
| 6:00 - 7:30pm Youth Group for 6 - 12th Grades
* 
Faith Baptist Church
5 Jack Farm Rd. Townsend
Pastor Seth Wenzel (406) 266-4219
Sunday: 10:00am Sunday School | 11:00am Morning 
Service | 6:00pm Evening Service
Wednesday: 7:00pm Bible Study & Prayer
*
Holy Cross Catholic Church
101 S Walnut St. Townsend
Parish Contact (406) 266-4811
email: office@holycrossmt.org
Sunday: 3:30pm - 4:15pm (or by appt.) Reconciliation | 
4:30pm- Mass | 5:30pm (during the school year) Dinner 
with 6:00pm Religious Ed for all Grades
Adult Education Programs found on  holycrossmt.org
Monday: 9:00am Mass |  9:30am Adoration
Tuesday: 9:00am Mass
*
Mountain Valley Church (of the CMA)
110 E Street Townsend
Pastor Eric Krueger (406) 594-7609
MountainValleyChurch.org
Sunday: 10:00am Services with Nursery, Kids and 
Youth Ministry
Wednesdays: (Paused for Summer) 6:30- 8:00pm The 
Rock Youth Ministry and Adult Bible Study Groups
Livestream:  Facebook.com/mountainValleyChurch406
Life groups meet weekly. Call for more information.
*
Radersburg Baptist Church
7 Main St, Radersburg
Special Service Pastors (406) 266-4673
Sunday: 9:45am Sunday School | 11:00am Worship
*
Set Free Christian Fellowship
424 N Pine Townsend; PO Box 1163
Pastor Carol Bergstad (406) 461-2181
Sunday: 9:30am Service | 7:00pm Set Free Recovery
Thursday: 7:00pm Bible Study
*
Seventh Day Adventist Church
200 N Cedar St. Townsend
(406) 241-0042
Saturday: 9:30 Service | 10:30am Sabbath School
Tuesday: 6:30pm Bible Study
*
Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church ELCA Synod
301 N Cherry St. Townsend
Steve Ward, Synod authorized minister (406) 220-8911
Office hours Mon & Wed 9 am to noon
Council President Rick Arnold (406) 633-2677
Sunday: 9:30am Services
Second Tuesday of the month: 4:00pm Women of the 
ELCA meet.
Bible Studies meet weekly. Call for more information.
*
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
916 Broadway St. Townsend
Bishop Matt Graham (406) 266-4255
Sunday: 9:00am Choir Practice | 10:00am Sacrament 
Meeting | 11:10am Sunday School (1st & 3rd Sundays)
Wednesday: 6:00 -  9:00pm Family History Center Open 
For Family History Center appointment call Director, 
Rebecca Mitchell, (406) 980-0270
Wednesday: 6:30pm Youth Activities
*
Townsend United Methodist Church
200 N Cedar St. Townsend
Pastor Mele Moa (406) 266-3390
TownsendUMC.org
Sunday: 9:00am Services
*
Trailhead Christian Fellowship
20 Trailhead View Dr. (5 mi. north of Townsend)
Pastor Clay Muinzer (406) 266-4406
Sunday: 9:00am Sunday School and Christian Education 
| 10:00am Services
Wednesday: 4:25 - 5:50pm Awana Program for K- 6th 
Grades | 6:15 - 8:00pm Youth Group for 7th–12th Grades

Sr. Center Meals: 
August 24 - 28

516 2nd Street, 
Townsend, MT 
406-266-3995

Monday, August 24
Beef Stroganoff
Egg Noodles
German Vegetables
White Bean Salad
Whole Grain Bread
Fruit Cocktail

Tuesday, August 25
Roasted Turkey
Mashed Potatoes
Green Beans
Whole Grain Bread

Applesauce

Wednesday, August 26
Fish Patty on a Bun
Green Peas
Cauliflower
Mandarin Oranges

Thursday, August 27
Chef Salad
Carrot and Celery 	

	 Sticks
Whole Grain Bread
Pineapple

Friday, August 28
Cabbage Rolls
Mashed Potatoes
Key Largo Vegetables
Whole Grain Bread
Apricot Halves

SeniorSenior
CenterCenter

SeniorSenior
CenterCenter

Our WalkOur Walk
In FaithIn Faith

ObituaryObituary
David Gary Welch

Family of David Gary Welch

David Gary Welch, the second-born son of Gary Clive 
Welch and Romona Jean Graveley Welch, arrived in this 
world on February 4, 1958. From the beginning, he was 
a happy, precocious child and it soon became apparent 
that he was very gifted athletically. He walked by the 
time he was nine months old and rode a bicycle very 
shortly after his fourth birthday.

By the time Dave was two, he regularly accompanied 
Dad and his older brother on fishing trips to Canyon Ferry 
Reservoir (“the lake”) or, occasionally, to the Missouri 
River or surrounding creeks. It seemed like Dave always 
caught the biggest fish on his favorite red and white 
daredevil lure, although Dad took that honor on rare 
occasions. Mom would often tell people how her kids 
would catch fish that were as long as their legs. Often, 
her audience was skeptical. However, the photographs 
still exist to prove that she was not exaggerating. Later, 
these trips progressed into Sunday picnics at the lake 
with his parents, siblings, and extended family, with lots 
of conversation, swimming, and water skiing.

Ah, there was always the hunting. By the time Dave 
was three, he started going hunting with Dad. There 
is an old slide photograph of the first time Dave was 
along when Dad got an elk. Dave was four at the time. 
In those days, Dave had a notoriously weak stomach, 
and he had lost his breakfast only a few minutes earlier. 
If you knew him, it is discernible from his expression in 
the photograph, but make no mistake, it clearly shows 
how much he is enjoying himself. Dave remained an 
avid lifelong hunter and fisherman. Even before he was 
a teenager, Dave would often be camping out in such 
places as 6-Mile, Avalanche, Longfellow Park, Crazy 
Creek, and countless others. There was one instance 
when he failed, though. He constantly tried to bag a 
goose with a bow and arrow. He could never get quite 
close enough while they were on the ground, and when 
he shot up into the air, the geese would simply swerve 
around the arrow. However, it terrified Mom. She lived 
in constant fear that one of those arrows that he shot 
into the air would come down and hit him or one of his 
siblings. Dave just laughed it off.

Before he was old enough to ride a bike, Dave had a 
red, 10-inch tricycle that he rode everywhere – the half 
mile to the mailbox and to both haystacks in the field. 
If you have never ridden a small trike through alfalfa 
stubble, just try to imagine how hard that is and whether 
any kid today would even attempt it. As he got a little 
older, Dave rode his bike everywhere, including the six 
miles each way to town to Little League practice. No 
wonder he could jump so high. He was always outdoors 
and spent a great deal of time with his siblings. An old 
photo shows him with his brothers and sister and Bally 
(horse), and there is another of him with his brothers 
and sisters when he was about five in the weed patch 
that later became the front yard after the family had a 
lawn mower.

By the time he was nine in 1967, both at home and at 
up Birch Creek, Dave was cutting hay with one swather 
with Dad running the other one. By the next year, it 
was every day, and he started driving tractors and other 

equipment the 40-plus miles between Townsend and 
White Sulphur Springs. Dave continued running all 
types of farming and industrial equipment throughout 
his life. Throughout his life, everyone admired his superb 
skill at operating heavy construction equipment as well 
as off-road and over-the-road heavy trucks, and he was 
an experienced welder. Really, he could run any piece 
of equipment.  In addition, Dave enjoyed over-the-road 
hay hauling with his brother and cousins.

When Dave attended Broadwater County High School 
in Townsend, Montana, he was a member of the National 
Honor Society. He was also on the football, basketball, 
and track teams, earning varsity letters in each. He had 
open knee surgery at the end of his freshman year the 
result of one of the many crashes on his dirt bike. Then, 
such surgery usually meant that future athletics were 
quite hampered, and the consensus was that anyone 
who had foot speed lost that ability. Nevertheless, Dave 
persevered and, as a senior, placed 5th at the State High 
School Track Meet in the 100-yard dash. He attended 
Montana State University briefly, where he joined his 
brother on the track team for a year and made several 
new friends.

During his lifetime, Dave lived in Townsend, White 
Sulphur Springs, and other places in Montana, and for 
about 35 years, in Anchorage and Juneau, Alaska. Dave 
loved spending time with his parents, brothers, sisters, 
and friends. He was especially touched when they trav-
eled to visit him. There is a favorite photo of Dave and 
Mom in Alaska, and you can see in his eyes how much 
it meant to him.

After a long battle with cancer, Dave passed peace-
fully into the next world on August 16, 2026. He will be 
sorely missed by his family and all who knew him. Dave 
is survived by his parents, son Clive, older brother Jack 
(Lynn), younger brother Pat (Debbie), and younger sisters 
Julie Thompson, Suzanne Crawford (Chuck Harvey), and 
Kathleen Welch (Quoc Ly-Huynh), as well as numerous 
aunts, uncles, cousins, and nieces and nephews.

Services will be held at Holy Cross Parish in Townsend, 
Montana, at 101 S. Walnut St at 10 a.m. on Thursday, 
August 27th, with burial and reception to follow.

David Gary Welch
Photo Provided
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East Helena ObituaryEast Helena Obituary
Teri Lee Reymann

Family of Teri Lee Reymann

Teri Lee Reymann passed away unexpectedly on July 
3, 2026, at the age of 76, following medical complica-
tions. Born on June 9, 1950, Teri lived a life marked 
by love, creativity, laughter, and unwavering devotion 
to her family.

Teri was preceded in death by her parents, Richard 
and Juanice Williams, along with her brothers, Richard 
Williams and Ronald Williams.

She was the beloved wife of Stephen Wayne Rey-
mann, with whom she shared 41 wonderful years of 
marriage. Their relationship was built on love, friend-
ship, laughter, and unwavering support. Together they 
created a home filled with warmth, cherished memories, 
and unconditional love.

Teri was a devoted mother to John Michael Williams 
of Sonora, California; Amber Elizabeth Tangen, Kim-
berly Rae Stone, and Ericka Jean Reymann of Helena, 
Montana. She took immense pride in her children and 
treasured every moment with them.

She was an incredibly proud grandmother to Tyler 
Redding, Alexa Tangen, Tucker Tangen, Brenden Stone, 
Tanner Tangen, Carter Thorsteinson, Alanna Tangen, 
and Anabella Tangen. Her grandchildren were among 
life’s greatest blessings, each holding a special place 
in her heart.

She is also survived by her siblings, Robert Merrill 
of Ohio, Carrie Chapman of Nebraska, and Jeri Butler 
of California.

A gifted quilter, talented entrepreneur, and ac-
complished artisan, Teri expressed her love through 
everything she created. She had an extraordinary 
eye for color, design, and detail, creating beautiful 
quilts—many painstakingly stitched entirely by hand. 
Her artistry, patience, and craftsmanship transformed 
fabric into treasured family heirlooms. She also enjoyed 
collecting sewing machines, appreciating the history 
and craftsmanship behind each one.

Animals held a special place in Teri’s heart. For 
more than a decade, she was a respected show rabbit 
breeder who earned a wonderful reputation within the 
rabbitry community through her knowledge, dedication, 
and exceptional care. Her love of animals continued 
throughout her life as she hand-raised several breeds 
of indoor birds with extraordinary patience and com-
passion. She also found joy in caring for her beloved 
dogs, cherished chickens, and the many animals that 
became part of her family.

Teri Lee Reymann
Photo Provided

Music was another of Teri’s greatest joys. She loved 
to sing and was happiest when surrounded by music. She 
also loved to laugh, cook for the people she loved, tend 
her beautiful flowers, and fill her home with warmth, 
delicious meals, and welcoming hospitality.

Even while facing physical challenges in her later 
years, Teri met life with remarkable strength, grace, and 
a smile that could brighten any room. Those who knew 
her will remember her generous heart, joyful spirit, 
creativity, and remarkable ability to make everyone 
feel welcome.

Teri leaves behind a legacy of love, kindness, family, 
and treasured memories that will continue to comfort 
all who knew her. Her quilts warmed our bodies, her 
songs lifted our spirits, her love for animals reflected 
the kindness of her heart, and her unwavering love for 
her family will remain with us always.

A memorial service celebrating Teri’s life will be held 
on Tuesday, September 8, 2026, at 1:00 p.m. Interment 
will follow immediately at Forestvale Cemetery, with a 
private event afterward at Vanilla Bean Bakery. Family 
and friends are invited to gather in remembrance of Teri, 
share cherished memories, and honor the beautiful life 
and legacy she leaves behind.

She will be deeply missed, forever loved, and never 
forgotten.

In lieu of flowers, the family kindly requests memorial 
donations to assist family members traveling to Montana 
to celebrate Teri’s life and attend her services. Your 
love, support, and generosity are deeply appreciated 
during this difficult time.

Donations may be made in any of the following ways: 
Venmo:  @Amber-Tangen  PayPal:  @AmberTangen  

Mail: Amber Tangen 419 Helena Ave. Helena, MT 59601

out to the local paper and Facebook for job postings.
The facility has undergone a Department of Envi-

ronmental Quality review and is in the process of filing 
necessary documentation, including final reclamation 
plans, based on findings from the permitting process. 
Tenesch noted that while no significant environmental 
deficiencies were identified, some documents previously 
prepared by prior owners needed to be updated.

Antimony Uses: When asked about antimony's ap-
plications, Tenesch explained that the critical mineral is 
primarily used as a fire retardant compound in plastics and 
as a clarifying agent in glass manufacturing. "Chances 
are pretty good that plastic on this microphone, that 
computer, some of the laminates in this room, they 
have just a tiny amount of antimony that helps them not 
burn quite as hot as they would," he said. The mineral 
is also used as an alloying agent with lead in car bat-
teries, bullets, and solder. Solar panels and textiles also 
contain antimony.

Tenesch noted that antimony is relatively rare in 
economic concentrations, with the primary mineral 
being stibnite. Thompson Falls currently supplies the 
ore, with other historic deposits in Montana and scat-
tered sites across Idaho, Nevada, and Alaska.

Weed Control Contract Approved
The Commission unanimously approved a noxious weed 
control contract for roadside herbicide application on 
state and county roads. Jessica Bushnell, Broadwater 
County Noxious Weed Coordinator, presented the bid, 
noting that the selected contractor has worked on the 
county's state highways for the past couple of years 
and is familiar with weed locations and conditions.

"This contractor has done our state highways in the 
county for the last couple of years, so they're really 
familiar with the work and where weeds are," Bushnell 
said. The contract funding comes entirely from the 
Montana Department of Transportation, which the 
Commission noted was an important clarification for 
the public.

Bushnell announced that the Noxious Weed District 
has recently launched a fully operational Facebook 
page to keep the public informed about upcoming 
work locations. "As we move forward, we're going to 
try to post, as best we can, where everybody's going 
to be working," she said, though she noted that work 
locations may change based on weather or conditions.

Commission Chair Randolph praised the Weed 
Board's work. "I've said this before, but I just want to 
thank the weed board so much. They come prepared. 
They've done their homework. They're a working board. 
They're really excellent subject experts," she said.

Subdivision Applications Continued
Two significant subdivision matters were presented 
but continued to the following week's meeting. Nicole 
Brown, Community Development Director, presented 
the Western Montana Estates minor subdivision pre-
liminary plat approval request for a five-lot residential 
development off Highway 287 near Bison Trail.

Brown requested that the Commission not make a 
decision on the matter, noting that the planning board 
had only approved the preliminary recommendation the 
day before the meeting. She indicated the application 
was already scheduled for the following week's agenda, 
with an August 20th decision deadline.

The second item, a subdivision exemption application, 
was also continued to allow for additional revisions and 
public review. Brown indicated that edits to the form 
would be incorporated and made available for public 
review before the Commission's decision.

Consent Agenda
The Commission approved updated Planning Board By-
laws and accepted the resignation of Georgia Munn from 
the Broadwater County Historical Society and Museum 
Board. Munn's letter indicated other responsibilities 
would prevent regular attendance. The Commission 
also approved minutes from the July 29th meeting and 
two sets of claims totaling approximately $45,716.

The meeting adjourned at 1:18 p.m., with a site visit 
to the US Antimony facility in Radersburg scheduled 
for 2:00 p.m.

Commissioners Meeting, 7
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A Beautiful Service

“The New Catholic Church in Townsend Dedicated to 
the Worship of God”
Note: This is a very lengthy article, but following are the 
first few paragraphs.

Sunday last will ever be remembered as an interesting 
day for the Catholics in this town and valley, and its records 
form a bright chapter in the history of the church of that 
denomination. In the forenoon a procession of young men 
at least 40 strong on horseback acted as advance guard to 
the bishop and priests, who attended church at Canton. 
In the evening at 7:30, exercises of great importance to 
the church at this place began.

With solemn ceremony and ritual, the new Catholic 
church of town was dedicated on Sunday last to the wor-
ship of God by Bishop Brondel of Helena. A very large 
congregation that numbered over 400 came to be present 
at the dedicatory ceremony.

Local News
On Thursday morning of this week, ground was broken 
for a new brick building, intended for a printing office. 
The dangers of fire in the present locality of the Star office 
renders it almost imperative to move the plant.  While 
we can ill afford to build at the present time, we can less 
afford to take chances on our machinery going up in 
smoke. There is very little in a printing office that can be 
moved in case of fire.  Insurance on our plant at 5 percent 
will pay interest on the cost of a fireproof building large 
enough for our requirements. We hope to be moved and 
ready to do business in our new quarters by October 15th.

Mrs. J.P. Hardy last week secured 21 gallons of huck-
leberries. This is either evidence of the prolific yield of 
that fruit this season or that she found an exceptionally 
good patch.

F.T. McCormick has concluded to revolutionize the 
postal service from Townsend to some of the rural places.  
He says: “Men are scarce,” and he can’t afford to risk the 
chance of a sunstroke by venturing out in the daytime, so he 
has about concluded to make night trips. Of course, if the 
weatherman gets wind of these revolutionizing schemes, 
Fick’s troubles will end.  The atmosphere will be cooled 
and Uncle Sam’s business move in the same old rut.

1925

Local News
Miss Mary Whaley arrived in Townsend on Thursday from 
her nurses training in Billings and will visit her parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. John Whaley, in the valley for a short time.

Mrs. Tom Williams and daughter, Miss Dolly, were 
callers in Townsend from their home near Radersburg 
on Saturday.

There will be a dance in Radersburg on Saturday evening, 
August 20th, given by “the Merry-Makers orchestra”.

Mrs. Gene McCarthy and children returned to Townsend 
on Sunday evening after an extended visit with her parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. John Freezer of Two Dot.

Miss Gladys Noble returned to her home at Johnson 
after attending the summer school at the State Normal.

Mr. and Mrs. Jas. E. Ward departed on Sunday over-
land in their Buick car for a trip to the Flathead and other 
points west. Ray Ward has charge of the management of 
the Townsend Garage during the absence of Jim.

Dance at Glenwood August 29 at the enclosed pavilion. 
Music by “the Harmony Kids”; Six-piece orchestra of 
Toston. Dance tickets including supper $1.50.

1953

Radersburg News
Mrs. Estella Knight was a busy woman last week, conduct-
ing business in Townsend Thursday, Friday and Saturday.

Mr. and Mrs. George Harris and children, Mr. and Mrs. 
Lan Allen, and Mr. and Mrs. Bob Seaman and children 
took a Sunday drive, going to see Frontier Town, of which 
they had heard so much.

Mr. and Mrs. W.G. Williams and Cathy of Blackfoot, 
Idaho spent the weekend here with Mr. and Mrs. John 
Williams and Tommy.

Mary Grandchamp’s birthday was celebrated yesterday 
(Monday) with dinner at the home of Annabelle Doughty 
and a surprise party in the evening by a group of friends.

Mrs. Jack Ralls and children and Mrs. Annabelle 
Doughty were business callers in Townsend Saturday.

1970

Local News
Gene Cook was surprised Friday evening when several 
couples arrived at their home honoring him on his birthday. 
Those attending were Mr. and Mrs. Wesley Diehl and boys, 
Mr. and Mrs. Vic Vesly, Mr. and Mrs. Art Ellis, Bonnie 
Holling, Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Colby, Mr. and Mrs. Edwin 
Campbell and granddaughter, Miss Carla Hawley, and Mrs. 
Cook, the hostess, who served a delicious chicken dinner. 

Hiking into Hidden Lake and Lake Grace in Birch 
Creek Basin for an overnight campout and fishing last 
Wednesday were Joe Davey and two boys, Joe and Ryan, 
of Carmichael, Calif., Troy Helmick and two boys, Dean 
and Brent, Bill Kearns, Wayne Mathis and Vic Vesely.

Mr. and Mrs. Pete Carson and family of Thousand 
Oaks, Calif., visited a week at the home of his parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Carson, and at the home of his sister 
and brother-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Marcel Turcotte.

Customer
Appreciation

Day Sale!

September 4–5

It’s Simple Dahling!
I go for the trees and flowers…

Inviting Birds to your Backyard
Allison Kosto
MSU Broadwater County Extension 
Agent

Earlier this summer, I wrote 
an article about nuisance birds highlighting 
my recent struggle with sparrows (which 
has since been resolved). However, I started 

feeling a little guilty about labeling birds as “bad” or a 
“nuisance” because they add many positive benefits to the 
environment. It may not always be necessary to chase the 
birds away. In fact, you may want to design a backyard that 
invites or encourages birds to visit.

There are many benefits to having birds in your yard. A 
major one is pest control. Birds eat large amounts of insects, 
including mosquitoes, aphids, grubs, and caterpillars. Birds 
of prey such as hawks and owls can also help with rodent 
control. Some birds, for example hummingbirds, help with 
pollination. Birds are an important part of a healthy ecosystem. 
Birdwatching is a well-known hobby that can help improve 
mental health, reduce stress and bring enjoyment.

A well-designed backyard can create a welcoming habitat 
for migratory and resident songbirds. There are a few basic 
principles that create a space where birds come to rest or 
nest.   Reducing turfgrass and replacing with natural or 
landscaped areas will create better spaces for birds. Turfgrass 
has little to no value to birds or other wildlife. However, 
trees, shrubs, tall grasses and wildflowers provide shelter 
and areas for foraging.  

As you choose vegetation for the landscape, strategi-
cally select plants that benefit birds. For example, shrubs 
and small trees with horizontal branches like crabapples or 
flowering dogwood make great nesting places. Evergreen 
trees are important because they provide extra protection 
during the winter months.  

Also, strategically choose plants that are food sources 
to attract birds. They love fruit, nuts and seeds. Oaks can 
attract woodpeckers, nuthatches and chickadees, while 
serviceberries will bring in robins and waxwings. You can 
always add a bird feeder but creating a natural environment 
that provides food for birds is unmatched. Even resisting 
the urge to remove a dead tree provides a place for birds to 
nest and feed.

Adding a water source is important to attract birds. 
Nearly all birds are attracted to water for drinking and 

bathing. Running water is much better than stagnant water. 
There are many innovative ways to keep water moving for a 
birdbath. If the water is still, make sure to clean and change 
it frequently to keep birds coming back. You could even take 
it to the next level with a backyard pond or waterfall, which 
can also attract other wildlife such as frogs and dragonflies.

Another strategy to attract birds is to install nesting 
boxes. These specifically attract species that seek cavities 
for nesting, such as chickadees, bluebirds, wrens and swal-
lows. If you have water nearby, then a wood duck box may 
be an option as well.

Feeders have long been a way to invite birds to an area. 
Placement is important, though to maximize bird safety. 
They should be placed far enough away from vegetation so 
that predators such as cats can’t lurk, but close enough that 
they have a place to perch. Feeders should be placed away 
from windows. Clean feeders at least every two weeks to 
avoid transmission of disease as well as remove any moldy 
food that might be contaminated with toxins. There are many 
different feeder designs, and each will likely attract several 
types of birds.

Types of food will also influence bird types. Millet will 
attract mourning doves, sparrows and the spotted towhee. 
Sunflower or safflower seeds bring in chickadees, nuthatches, 
finches and crossbills. Thistle seed is enjoyed by finches, 
siskins and crossbills as well. Peanuts attract woodpeckers, 
chickadees and nuthatches.  Use jelly to bring in a cedar 
waxwing. Sugar water is used to attract hummingbirds. 
Woodpeckers, creepers and warblers enjoy suet or peanut 
butter.

Feeders are not without problems, though. They can 
sometimes attract house sparrows, which are non-native 
birds that congregate in large numbers and drive away native 
birds. You can often reduce or eliminate them by avoiding 
cracked corn, which is one of their favorite foods, or putting 
cracked corn in a separate feeder far away from the main 
feeders. Rodents, including squirrels, can also be an issue.

Even though I swear at the birds a lot, we truly do love 
having birds in our yard. By our front door is two large spruces 
that feel “alive” with birds and is a telltale sign of spring 
when the birds move back in to nest. We were also blessed 
with a small flock of beautiful American Goldfinches who 
stayed for a few weeks this spring and were a pretty sight 
to see. I hope you can find beauty in the birds as well! Call 
MSU Extension in Broadwater County with any gardening 
questions at 406-266-9242 or allison.kosto@montana.edu.

Secretary of State Slams Out-
of-State Organization for 

Business Fraud  
Secretary of State

Montana Secretary of State 
Christi Jacobsen has is-
sued a cease-and-desist 
letter to an out-of-state 

group targeting Montana businesses with a fraudulent, 
official-looking solicitation designed to take money 
from hardworking Montana businesses.  

These out-of-state swindlers targeted Montana 
businesses with a mailing titled “Form 5102 Mandatory 
Beneficial Ownership Reporting” from Annual Filing 
Report Service LLC.  

The U.S. Department of the Treasury has explicitly 
warned that any correspondence referencing “Form 
5102” is fraudulent. The federal government also con-
firmed that the Financial Crimes Enforcement Network 
(FinCEN) has no form by that number. 

“When an out-of-state organization invents a fake 
form, flashes fake penalties, and tries to bully Montana 
businesses into writing a big check, that’s not compliance; 
that is fraud. My message to these crooks is simple: 
Montana is open for business — not open for scams,” 
said Secretary Jacobsen. 

“I will aggressively defend Montana businesses 
against out-of-state entities looking to line their pockets 
by deceiving our hardworking employers,” Secretary 
Jacobsen added. 

Secretary Jacobsen’s action is part of her ongoing 
effort to combat business fraud, hold bad actors ac-
countable, and protect hardworking Montanans from 
deceptive scams and exploitation. 

Montana business owners are encouraged to ignore 
suspicious mailings demanding large payments for 
filings, certificates, or compliance documents, and to 
closely review disclaimers or fine print showing the 
mailing is only a solicitation or advertisement.


