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MT43 News Staff Reporter

You could feel the anticipation. The crowd was starved 
for some positive, happy, friendly celebration for the 
nation’s semi-quincentennial birthday on Saturday. 
They clapped, they laughed, they ate, and they sang. 
No fights, no misinformation, no suspicion with the 
neighbors. Just plain fun at Heritage Park.

According to Doug Sitton, one of the Townsend 
Area Chamber of Commerce organizers of the event, 

Native American representatives, Tj Hemsworth, Tia Tallwhiteman and Amy Sidle, dressed in their regalia, 
proudly followed the American Legion Post #42 flag bearers in leading the 4th of July parade.

Photo Credit: Sarah Tallwhiteman

Fireworks arranged by the Chamber ended the day for 
the crowd who viewed from Broadway Street.  Photo 

taken across the Missouri River on River Road.
Brenda Phillips, Photographer

54 entries paraded down Broadway- one of the largest 
parades in modern times. Hundreds of young people 
with children, just-retired folks, and senior citizens 
lined the street. Led by American Legion Post #42 
with a singular float celebrating the post’s officers. 
Flag-bedecked horse riders followed the Broadwater 
Trails and Paddle Boat group. Vintage cars filled in 
along with Broadwater County Rural Fire Department 
and Emergency Medical Technicians. 

Sitton, who escorted Mayor Vickie Rauser in a 

vintage car in the parade, said the mayor shed tears 
of joy to see the large crowd out to support Townsend 
and the county.

The parade began at Heritage Park, wound down 
Broadway to Walnut Street, back to Oak Street, where 
senior citizens at Billings Clinic Broadwater enjoyed 
the sights and sounds. It ended back at Heritage Park, 
where the real fun began.

Mary Duede’s and Carla Amundson’s Community 
One Terrific 250th, 2

New Seating Installed at the 4-H Building

Jessica Erickson
Fair Manager

The 4-H Building at the Broadwater County Fairgrounds 
recently received a significant seating upgrade thanks 
to the generosity of local organizations, community 
members, and volunteers. Six new metal tip-and-roll 
bleachers have been installed, replacing several of the 
aging white wooden risers that had become cracked, 
splintered, and increasingly difficult for renters to 
move and set up.

This project was made possible through the col-
laborative efforts of Broadwater County Fair Board 

4-H Liaison and Broadwater County 4-H Council 
President Karen Noyes, who worked alongside MSU 
Extension Agent Allison Kosto to secure funding for 
these new bleachers.

The Broadwater County Fair Board extends its 
sincere appreciation to the Broadwater Community 
Foundation for providing grant funding to support 
this project. Additional financial contributions were 
generously provided by the Broadwater County 4-H 
Council, Toston Blue Ribbon 4-H Club, Crow Creek 
Clovers 4-H Club, Winston Eager Beavers 4-H Club, 
Old Baldy 4-H Club, and the Broadwater County Fair 
Board.

The project would not have been complete without 
the dedication of numerous 4-H families and volunteers 
who donated their time and effort to assemble the 
bleachers. We extend our heartfelt thanks to Jennifer, 
Todd, and Andrew Beatty; Todd and Aiden Kitto; Jason 
and Karen Noyes; Teresa Raisland; Daniel Truesdell; 
Adam, Roxanne, Kathryn, Zola, and Teddy Six; and 
Kelsey, Jasen, and Elliana Rose. Their teamwork and 
willingness to volunteer made quick work of assembling 
and helped bring this important improvement to the 
4-H Building.

These new bleachers will provide safer, more con-
venient, and more comfortable seating for the many 
community events held at the Broadwater County 4-H 
Building for years to come. More bleachers will be 
purchased as funding allows. If you would like to donate 
to the ‘bleacher project’, donations can be made through 
the Broadwater County 4-H Council (416 Broadway St, 
Townsend). If you have any questions, please contact 
the MSU Extension Office at 406.266.9242.

Karen Noyes, Adam Six, Jason Noyes, and Teresa Raisland
Photo Credit: Jessica Erickson

Come Join Us for FUN, 
FAIR GAMES!

Lauren McLaughlin
Fair Board Public Relations

Get ready for another exciting year at the fair! We're 
looking forward to bringing some fun and friendly 
competition that makes our fair a favorite tradition 
for families and friends of all ages. The fair games are 
scheduled for Saturday, August 8th, from noon - 5 p.m.

This year's fair games will include a variety of 
activities for both kids and adults, with opportunities 
to win prizes while making lasting memories. Whether 
you're trying your luck at classic carnival-style games 
or cheering on friends and family, there's something for 
everyone to enjoy. These games feature a three-legged 
race, egg race, duck pull, ping pong shake, cake walk, 
and a toilet paper toss! 

To make these games possible, we need the help of 
community volunteers. Volunteers are essential to run-
ning the game booths, helping participants, handing out 
prizes, and ensuring everyone has a safe and enjoyable 
experience. No special experience is required—just a 
willingness to lend a hand and have fun!

Whether you can volunteer for a couple of hours 
or an entire shift, your time and support will make 
a real difference. It's a great way to give back to the 
community, meet new people, and be part of one of the 
fair's most popular attractions.

If you're interested in volunteering or would like 
more information about the fair games, please contact 
the Fair office at 406.266.9242 or fair@broadwater-
countymt.gov. We appreciate the continued support of 
our community and look forward to seeing everyone 
at this year's fair!

Come enjoy the games, make memories, and help 
us make this year's fair the best one yet!

Editor Note: FIND MORE INFO ON PAGE 11.



2 MT 43 NewsFriday, July 10, 2026

Choir brought everyone to their feet, hands on hearts, 
to sing the Star Spangled Banner. People settled in 
to listen to old-time patriotic songs. As they finished 
their performance, Banshee Entertainment of Helena 
provided DJ music for the afternoon.

Townsend Rotarians and Sons of the American 
Legion plied the huge crowd with free hamburgers and 
hot dogs. Not to be outdone, Squatch Country Barbeque 
of Helena provided barbequed pork ribs, pulled pork 
and brats free of charge. Everyone in the community 
pitched in with homemade everything – salads, brownies, 
cinnamon rolls and chocolate chip cookies. 

Then there were kids having fun- little kids, school 
kids raced in gunny sacks, carried eggs on spoons, and 
caught rings in the toddler’s swimming pool. The teen-
agers supervised and handed out prizes. No television, 
no cell phones, no computers were in sight, but kids 
were laughing and making lots of noise.

When dark finally came, the Chamber Team and 
Jake Foster capped off the day with $16,500 worth 
of fireworks set up by Big Sky Fireworks of Helena. 
Virgil and Judy Henke allowed the group to set up in 
their hay field across the tracks from Broadway Street. 
Sitton said the group received a Town Pump grant along 
with donations. The result was a spectacular fireworks 
show. “The crowd gathered on Broadway cheered like 
they were at a rock concert,” he laughed.

Many thanks go to the folks who worked hard 
to make this event happen – Tom Hay, Doug Sitton, 
Rachael Brug and Krissy Ludricks of the Chamber. 
Thanks also go to Townsend Rotarians, Tim Pool, and 
the American Legion, and Matt Graham of Foth Farms. 
The committee especially thanks many others, and to 
those who provided food. 

Editor’s Note: Congress has encouraged citizens to 
reflect and celebrate our country’s 250th anniversary. 
Here are thoughts of three residents about this milestone 
in our history.

Reminiscences of the Day 
By Broadwater County Residents

Mary Ellen Schnur, mother, registered nurse, small 
business owner

250 years after the signing of the Declaration of 
Independence, we’re still here! The people of the 
United States of America still work every day to lift 
up the ideals of the Declaration of Independence; of 
the spirit and letter of the Constitution. When we look 
back at the history of the world, of dynasties, empires, 
democracies and republics, none have survived intact 
as we have. That’s scary as well as inspiring.

Looking back to the Bicentennial Celebration in 
1976, I think we were a little less conscious of what 
a fragile and precious legacy we have. We had come 
through tumultuous times with challenges of the civil 
rights movement and the Vietnam War. Our political 

One Terrific 250th, 1

The newly formed Community Choir sings patriotic songs at 
the park with Carla Amundson at the keyboard.

Brenda Phillips, Photographer

MT43 News honored Broadwater County newspapers from the past. Reporter 
Nancy Marks is driving, and Kianna Tallwhiteman is throwing candy.

Brenda Phillips, Photographer

Rocky Mountain Minicabins and Century 21 in Townsend built a special float honoring our 
veterans both those who are gone and those who are presently serving our country. The float 
depicted the Cross of the Fallen Soldier as well as photos of veterans who live in Broadwater 

County. American Legion Auxiliary member Holly Hendrickson played taps to honor the veterans.
Brenda Phillips, Photographer

Kids in the gunny sack races.
Brenda Phillips, Photographer

leaders largely came from the Greatest Generation and 
had weathered the Depression and World War II. Our 
elders had grown up in the shadow of the Civil War, 
a lifetime of massive change from agrarian society to 
space flight.

It seems like everyone was really excited to celebrate 
the Bicentennial. A lot of people traveled during the 
celebration, visiting family and friends and touring 
significant places in their family history and in the 
nation’s history. Our local communities pull out all 
the stops with parades, picnics, games, and fireworks. 
The national news focused on the achievement of the 
past 200 years. The general national mood seemed 
optimistic that our country would continue to thrive.

This year, travel and family gatherings are again a 
big part of the celebration. Many communities have held 
big celebrations and reunions, much like 50 years ago. 
By all accounts, Townend’s celebration was outstanding. 
Society is more polarized than it was fifty years ago. 
Social media has given a microphone to people who 
would like to see our country fail, and I think that has 
blighted the atmosphere somewhat. The communities 
who will see our nation on the tricentennial are places 
such as Townsend, where folks pull together to make 
the community and country a better place for everyone.
Jerry Rodacker, former teacher, coach, and principal.

We are so fortunate to be born in the time we are. 
We need to remember our lives are based on laws. We 
have liberty and we can choose our own pursuit of 
happiness. Our country survived the Depression and 
two World Wars, and we continue to struggle with the 
results of slavery in this country. One of the most dif-
ficult social changes has come to us through WOKE 
(being aware of social injustices) thinking. We’re basic 
enough in Broadwater County to know the concept 
won’t work here.

Now we are in the midst of more social change 
because of the new technology, Artificial Intelligence 
(AI), which will be very difficult. I feel the best way 
to handle it is for the schools to prepare students on 
how to use it safely, but effectively. We need to build 
a curriculum to teach AI.

In 1976, I was teaching on the Fort Peck Assiniboine 
Sioux Reservation. We celebrated without prejudice 
and had a lot of pride in our hometown. Now, 50 years 
later, we watch as new blood comes to the area, bring-
ing new ideas and culture, which kind of replaces our 
pioneering spirit, but we can adapt to those new ways 
that people new to the area bring with them.

Sherry Hunter Scoffield, Rancher, Family 
Genealogist

My parents, John and Zella, were very patriotic. They 
took voting very seriously. They always voted, even 
though my Dad was in construction and we moved all 
the time when I was growing up. I can still visualize 
them staying up late on election night, listening to the 
radio for the election returns to come in. 

Maybe they appreciated their right to vote because 
of their background. My grandfather on my Mom’s 
side homesteaded at Flat Willow, outside of Winnett, 
Montana.  She told of him traveling by horse and 
wagon to deliver the ballot boxes to Lewistown on 
election night. He would have given his life to keep 
those ballots safe.

My grandfather, James Hunter, on my Dad’s side, 
came from the poorest section of Scotland in the village 
of Tannochside, but because he was a champion soccer 
player, he was invited to play for Scotland. He turned 
down the honor. He left his country instead, and at the 
age of 23, came to America because he wanted to be 
free from rule under the British Monarchy. 

He had a hard life, always working as a coal miner 
near Roundup, Montana, but he was free and that was 
important. Protecting freedom was so important to him 
he ran and served in the Montana State Legislature 
one term from Musselshell County, having to drive to 
Helena in his 1920’s vehicle. When he could no longer 
afford to drive that long distance, he chose instead to 
be a county commissioner, which he did for 30 years.

They were all so grateful to be Americans. My 
Mom and Dad set such good examples for us kids. So 
that’s why we care about America. Whatever it takes, 
we need to keep and protect our freedom.

Search and Rescue vehicle.
Brenda Phillips, Photographer

Farmer on his John Deere cultivator tractor.
Brenda Phillips, Photographer
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Bulldogs and Beyond in Germany

Bulldogs in front of the Residenz. Standing row from left: Chaperone Jill Flynn, Marek Easter, Chaperone 
Andrea Tullos, Patrick Gossard, Keaton, Cavasos, Caleb Swanson, Gavin Green, Keaton Boylan, Tanner Bird, 
Barrett MacDonald, Logan Barkhurst, Jim Tew, Trace Giomi, Jazel Ragen, Kaitlyn Noyes, Mishayla Lambott, 

Kenzie Knaub, Aspen Slyker, Haedyn Poe, Harper Wolgram, Hailey Hildreth, Janeth Garcia, Bryleigh Erickson, 
Chaperone Allie Lampman, Chaperone Megan Bleile, Elaine MacDonald and Arabella McDaniel. 

Middle Row crouching from left: Ava Tiffany, Kyla Meissner, Addy White, Brynlee 
Brown, Fiona Nelson, Ana Marie Reinke and Emmalin Fischer. 

Bottom Row from left: Creighton Wrigt, Luke Tullos, Angel Sentinella, Shalyn Sentinella, Sarah Morgan and Chloe Flynn.
Photo Provided

In the Residenz were pictures of people of the 
monarchy who lived in the castle for centuries.

Bryleigh Erickso, Photographer

Bryleigh Erickson
BHS School Reporter

After our many memories made and time 
spent in Switzerland, the group loaded 
the bus to travel from Switzerland to 
Germany, the last stop of the trip. After an approximate 
2-hour bus ride, we took a quick pit stop in Lichtenstein. 

Our guide, Sandu, taught us a little bit about Lichten-
stein. It is a very tiny country, only about 6 miles wide 
and 11 miles long. Their government is a Monarchy, 
and we even got to see the castle where the royal family 
lives. We stopped in the capital city, Vaduz. Here we 
explored and bought souvenirs. The locals also had a 
small shop that could stamp passports, so most of us 
did that. We learned that, although it is a small country, 
Liechtenstein is very important to the economy of the 
surrounding countries. After exploring for around an 
hour, we loaded the bus for another hour ride.

We stopped in Austria for a quick lunch at a place 
with a lot of options for food as well as souvenirs. After 
eating, we boarded the bus to head to Germany. Our 
first stop in Germany was at the former concentration 
camp, Dachau. The group explored the history and 
saw up close how truly terrible the events were. We 
all have learned about the Holocaust in textbooks, but 
seeing the camps in person showed the true magnitude 
of the events. This was a very somber and impactful 
experience for everyone. After touring the Dachau 
Concentration Camp Memorial Site, the group travelled 
to Munich in time for dinner and then settled down for 
the night in our hotel.

Breakfast at this hotel was more than an American 
breakfast at other hotels, with cereal, fruit, and toast. 
It had the European elements of pastries, veggies, 
meats and cheeses. After breakfast, we got on the bus 
and picked up a different tour guide. He was an expert 
in the history of Munich and showed us around the 
Olympic Stadium, the Residenz, and Marienplatz. At 
the Olympic Stadium, we saw the Olympic pool where 
the athletes competed in the 1972 Olympics. We also 
saw the area where the athletes received their medals, 
which was really cool. At the Residenz, we toured the 
museum with “whispers” which were headphones that 
told you about every item in the museum. After touring 
the Residenz, we had free time in Munich, starting at 

the city center. Munich was such a beautiful town to 
explore, and everyone enjoyed having free time in 
the city. After we regrouped, we travelled together to 
the most familiar dinner of the trip, where the group 
enjoyed burgers. It was nice to finally get some food 
that we were familiar with. After dinner, we travelled 
back to the hotel.  Everyone was exhausted. 

The next day was our final day of the trip. In the 
morning, we traveled to the BMW museum, and we 
explored that for a few hours. Within walking distance 
from the museum was Olympia Park, so after touring 
the museum, many people made their way to the park. 
After that, we loaded on the bus for the last time to go to 
the airport. We made our journey home on a flight from 
Germany to Chicago, and then Chicago to Bozeman. 
Some of us were picked up by our parents and others 
rode the bus home. 

The Bulldogs Beyond group worked so hard to be 
able to experience this amazing trip, and every person 
was very pleased with the adventures, experiences, and 
memories from the trip. The Bulldogs Beyond program 
is a two-year program, so there will be a group travelling 
in 2028 to Spain and Portugal.

Townsend and East Helena MSU 
Students Join the Dean's List
MSU News Service

Montana State University has announced its undergradu-
ate honor rolls for spring semester 2026.

There are two MSU honor roll lists: the President’s 
and Dean’s lists. To be eligible for the lists, students 
must be enrolled in at least 12 college-level credits. The 
honor roll lists were current as of June 18, 2026, and 
include all registration corrections or grade changes 
processed to that date.

Students with a 4.0 GPA for the semester were named 
to the President’s List. An asterisk follows their names 
below. The Dean’s List includes students earning GPAs 
of 3.5 or above for the semester.

Students named to MSU’s President’s or Dean’s lists, 
ordered according to their hometown, are listed below. 
Montana students are listed first, followed by students 
with out-of-state hometowns listed alphabetically by 
state, then hometown. Finally, international students 
are listed by home country and hometown. 

East Helena:
Ryan Barrett*, Camryn Bauch*, Conor Clay, Jenna 
Cordes, Emily Cox, Abigail Eckerson, Lexi Erdahl*, 
Sage Ewart, Reagan Fasbender*, Addison Kraft, Aiyana 
Marcum*, Macy McCauley, Mallory Noem*, Riley 
Ophus*, James Pitassy*, Morgan Schweyen, Maya 
Westerhold, Nevaeh Wetzel*, Teagan Wigen, Zachary 
Zander 

Townsend:
Bastien Grandy, Caleb Lelacheur, Sierra Slyker, Jonah 
Wishman*

UM College Students Make 
Dean's and President's List 

Spring Semester
University of Montana Registrar's Office

– Nearly 2,800 students at the University of Montana 
made the spring semester 2026 Dean’s List or President’s 
4.0 List.

To qualify, students must be undergraduates, earn 
a semester GPA of 3.5 or higher and receive grades of 
A or B in at least nine credits. Students who receive a 
grade of C+ or less or no credit (NC/NCR) in a course 
are not eligible.

The students on the linked lists below made UM’s 
spring semester 2026 Dean’s List or President’s 4.0 
List. Double asterisks after a name indicate the student 
earned a 4.0 GPA. A single asterisk indicates a GPA 
greater than 3.5 but less than 4.0. This information is 
grouped by hometowns or alphabetically by last name.
Townsend is (with three 4.0 students!):

TOWNSEND:
Macey Bauman,** Wendy Forseth,** Nathan Garrard** 
and Jazlyn Martin.* 

WINSTON
Brenna Holgate

EAST HELENA:
Jacqueline Collver,** Olivia Cook,* Nathon Elmose,** 
Macey Havens,* Ansleigh Held,* Trevor Held,*  Taylor 
Plovanich,* Reghan Skogen,* Alexis Staley** and 
Isabella Williamson.*

2026 William Warren Flynn Scholarship Recipients
Warren Flynn

Congratulations to the Winners!
Tanner Bird: Tanner has spent his childhood on his 

family’s cattle ranch. He enjoys hunting and fishing when 
he is not working on the ranch. He is a tough football 
player and has been selected to play at MSU Northern. 
He has enjoyed many years in 4-H and really hopes he 
can return to Townsend and the ranch. We wish you all 
the best, Tanner! Congratulations on being awarded the 
William Flynn Scholarship!

Trace Giomi: Trace is an avid hunter and has spent 
many years outside hunting, fishing, and helping on a 
neighboring ranch. During his school years, he became 
a dedicated and successful athlete. He has been asked 
to play Football for Montana Western, where he plans 
to study Business. Trace has also enlisted to join the 
Army National Guard. He is a true leader and a worthy 

recipient of the William Warren Fynn Scholarship. 
Congratulations Trace!

Spencer Braaten: Spencer grew up on his family’s 
Sod and Show Pig Farm in Townsend. He has spent 
countless hours helping young livestock enthusiasts and 
contributing to many community projects. Spencer is 
planning to attend Linn-Benton Community College, 
where he will study Ag Business. Congratulations 
Spencer! We wish you all the best!

Kaden Richtmyer: Kaden spent many childhood 
hours on his grandparents' ranch in Townsend. He 
developed a love and deep appreciation for Agriculture 
and the commitment it requires. This has taught him 
the value of hard work and perseverance. Kaden has 
many volunteer hours within his church and the com-
munity. He plans to attend Arizona State University to 
study Medical Microbiology. Well done Kaden! We 
wish you the best!

Tour the Backyards of 
Broadwater 

Terey Artz
Broadwater County Master Gardener

Terry Artz, Master Gardener, is filling in for Allison 
Kosto this week.

The Backyards of Broadwater self-guided garden tour 
returns for its 9th year on Saturday, July 25th, from 9:00 
am to 2:00 pm with new gardens and old favorites! 
This year’s tour features six unique gardens and yards 
stretching from Townsend south to just beyond Toston. 
Highlighted gardens include old favorites that feature 
extensive native wildflowers and pollinator habitat, 
colorful hanging baskets made from old lariats, and a 
modern homestead producing vegetables, dairy, eggs 

Backyards of Broadwater, 4
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East Helena Library Hours

Andrea Eckerson
Branch Manager 

Hours:
Monday - Wednesday: 

10 am- 6:00 pm.
Thursday and Friday: 

10 am- 5:00 pm
Saturdays: 10 am-1:00 pm
Sundays: Closed

JULY

Saturday 11
•	 10:00 am -1:00 pm: Friends Group 10-cent Book Sale

Wednesday 15
•	 10:30 am: Storytime
•	 11:30 am: Outdoor Lawn Games in Main Street Park

Thursday 16
•	 1:00 pm: Crafternoon
•	 5:30 pm: Cardboard Fort Capture the Flag Bastille 	
	 Day Lock-In (outside!)

Lewis & Clark Library East 
Helena Branch, 16 E Main 

Street in East Helena.
Nancy Marks, MT43 
News Photographer

Library HoursLibrary Hours
Broadwater School & 
Community Library

The library reopens Friday, 
June 5th, at 9:00 am with 
summer hours!

Curbside available. Please 
call:  (406)441-3461

PUBLIC SUMMER HOURS:
Monday - Thursday 1:00 to 7:00 pm
Friday - Saturday 9:00 to 4:00 PM
Closed Sunday

201 N Spruce St, Townsend
Photo Provided

JULY

Tuesday 14
•	 9:00am:  Commission/CAO 		
	 Working Meeting

Wednesday 15
•	 10:00am:  Commissioners Meeting

Thursday 16
•	 1:00pm:  LEPC Meeting

Broadwater County Broadwater County 
Government CalendarGovernment Calendar

JULY

Fri 10 - Sat 11
•	 eSports Nationals

Mon 13 - Thu 16
•	 8:00am: Little Dog Football Camp - 	
	 Grades 5 to 8
•	 10:45am: Little Dog Football Camp - Grades 1 to 4

Tuesday 14
•	 4:00pm: Safety Committee Meeting - High School 	
	 Conference Room
•	 6:00pm: School Board Meeting - Community Room

Sat 18 - Sun 19
•	 12:00pm: 4H Overnight

Townsend School & SportsTownsend School & Sports

	 JULY

Friday 10
•	 12:00 pm: Alcoholics Anonymous at Shepherd of 		
	 the Valley Lutheran Church, 301 N Cherry
•	 1:00 pm: Townsend Pinochle Club at Broadwater 	
	 County Sr. Center, 516 2nd St
•	 5:00 pm: FREE EVENT- Historic Canton Church: 		
	 Scout Lynde and Laura Frazer at Canton Church 		
	 SEE AD ON PAGE 11
•	 5:00 pm: READ and ROLL: Game Night for All Ages 		
	 (12 & under w/ adult) at Reading Leaves and Lattes

Saturday 11
•	 6:00 pm: Fireside Alcoholics Anonymous at 		
	 102 N. Walnut, 406-439-3945

Monday 13
•	 5:00 pm: Men’s Bible Camp at Flynn’s Cabin, 		
	 Dry Creek

Tuesday 14
•	 5:30 pm: Alcoholics Anonymous at Shepherd of 		
	 the Valley Lutheran Church, 301 N Cherry
•	 5:00 pm: American Legion Post 42 Food and 		
	 Bingo at American Legion Post 42 Club

Wednesday 15
•	 1:00 pm: Townsend Pinochle Club at Broadwater 	
	 County Sr. Center, 516 2nd St
•	 2:00 pm: FREE Family Event- Slice of Summer SEE 	
	 AD ON PAGE 11
•	 7:30 pm: Broadwater Rural Fire Board Meeting at 	
	 the Townsend Fire Station SEE AD ON THIS PAGE

Thursday 16
•	 8:30 AM: Monthly Chamber Meeting @ Heritage 		
	 Park SEE AD ON THIS PAGE
•	 Townsend Crimson Red Hat Ladies Lunch-		
	 Contact Sandy for information 406-949-0081
•	 3:00 pm: Townsend Farmers Market at Wi-Fi Park
•	 7:00 pm: Al-Anon at Shepherd of the Valley 		
	 Lutheran Church, 301 N Cherry

Friday 17
•	 11:30 am: Red Cross Blood Drive at American 		
	 Legion Club
•	 1:00 pm: Townsend Pinochle Club at Broadwater 	
	 County Sr. Center, 516 2nd St
•	 12:00 pm: Alcoholics Anonymous at Shepherd of 		
	 the Valley Lutheran Church, 301 N Cherry
•	 5:00 pm: READ and ROLL: Game Night for All Ages 		
	 (12 & under w/ adult) at Reading Leaves and Lattes

Fri 17 - Sat 18
•	 MT Lineman’s Rodeo SCHEDULE ON PAGE 11

Saturday 18
•	 AM: 10th Annual Broadwater County-Wide Yard 		
	 Sale SEE AD ON THIS PAGE
•	 6:00 pm: Fireside Alcoholics Anonymous at 		
	 102 N. Walnut, 406-439-3945

Broadwater Broadwater 
Community CalendarCommunity Calendar

TURN TO PAGE 6  FOR LEGAL NOTICES!

ClassifiedsClassifieds

FOR SALE

HENS FOR SALE!

Young Laying Hens 
for Sale - Toston Area.

Assorted Varieties
$15.00 Each

406-980-0650 Leave Message

ESTATE AUCTION

1021 US HWY 12E, TOWNSEND, MT
11AM, SUNDAY, AUGUST 16, 2026

'69 Ford Mustang, '73 VW Beetle, '71 Ford Mustang 
(project), Vintage Ford/Chevy/VW Parts, 2021 Aspen 
Trail Travel Trailer,

Firearms, Silver Coins, Vintage Quarter Slot Machine 
& Vintage Silver Gaming Tokens,

Shop Equipment, Tools, Antiques, Primitives, Stone-
ware, & MUCH MORE!

Flyer Online HAGEDORNAUCTION.COM
(406)595-3377

LOCAL MEETINGS
Broadwater Rural Fire Board Meeting

3rd Wednesday each month.
Next meeting: July 15, 7:30PM
At the Townsend Fire Station - 130 So Cedar St
See Board Meeting Agenda at: https://www.broad-
watercountymt.gov/community/rural_fire_board.php 

Monthly Chamber Meeting

8:30AM Thursday, 
July16 @ Heritage Park

All members of the      
community welcome!

Broadwater Food Pantry is located at 
315 Broadway, Townsend, MT.

Distribution days ( 1st & 3rd Saturday + 5th if applicable)
July 4th and 18th: 9:00 am to 11:00 am
Donations of food items are accepted Friday July 

3rd and July 17th: 9:00 to 11:00am
This month donation suggestions: Canned pasta 

meals, crackers, tuna, fresh fruit & vegetables.
Monetary donation can be mailed to PO Box 1164, 

Townsend, MT 59644.
Donation boxes are available at Bob’s Market at 

check stands.
Food Pantry is staffed by volunteers from local 

churches. June is Holy Cross Catholic Church.
For questions, donations appointments and emer-

gency food supplies call OUR NEW PHONE number  
(406) 916-0034.

and meat for several families. Sure to be new favorites 
are gardens specializing in cut flowers, fresh fruits and 
veggies for preschoolers, and a reclaimed landscape 
previously overrun with knapweed and cheatgrass. 

There is something for everyone on the tour, whether 
you’re just embarking on your gardening journey or 
looking for new and innovative ideas to enhance your 
“old” landscape. Each highlighted garden has a different 
focus and faces challenges that are familiar to gardeners 
and garden admirers throughout Broadwater County. 
One site will feature presentations on growing fruit 
with a special focus on haskap (honeyberry), known 
for its health properties and suitability to our climate.

Proceeds from the Backyards of Broadwater Garden 
tour are used to support local horticulture, gardening 
and tree activities, beautification projects, education, 
and care and maintenance in public areas. In the past 
nine years, more than $3,600 has been granted to 
organizations and projects, including the Townsend 
Tree Board, Preschool on Broadway, Townsend Garden 
Club & Study, Broadwater Social Services Committee, 
and Townsend Schools, to support Wyse Acres and the 
Harvest of the Month program.

The tour is organized by the Broadwater County Mas-
ter Gardeners and MSU Extension Office with generous 
support from this year’s sponsors: Ace Hardware, Copy 
Cup, Elkhorn Custom Sheds, Full Belli Deli, Haynes 
Ranch Weddings & Events, Infinite Hope Counseling, 
Marilyn Lane, Rocky Mountain Mini Cabins, Sod 
Works, Townsend Hardware, and Broadwater County 
Master Gardeners. Each tour ticket also includes valu-
able coupons from Copy Cup, Elkhorn Custom Sheds, 
Full Belli Deli, and Townsend Hardware.

For more information, follow “Backyards of Broad-
water” on Facebook and Instagram or visit www.
msuextension.org/broadwater/, where you can also 
purchase tickets online. You can also contact MSU 
Extension in Broadwater County at 406-266-9242 or 
broadwater@montana.edu or stop by the Extension of-
fice in the Flynn Building at 416 Broadway, Townsend.

Backyards of Broadwater, 3
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Reading Leaves and Lattes

(406) 475-0672 Text Only
401 Broadway, Townsend 
Dining Hours:
Mon - Sun 8:00AM - 5:00PM

The Betsy Sports Zone

217 Broadway, Townsend
(406) 266-0001 
Dining Hours:
Tue-Sun 11:00AM-Close  
Closed Monday
Takeout placed only in person.
Menu: 
www.betsysportszone.com

American Legion Hall

211 Broadway, Townsend
(406) 266-3611
Dining Hours:
Tuesday- Bingo/Bowl & a Roll 
starts at 5:00PM
Bar hours may vary

Bread and Butter Cafe

205 Broadway St, Townsend 
(406) 266-3025 
Dining Hours:
Tue - Fri 7:00AM- 2:00PM
Sat 7:00AM- 12:00PM
Closed Sunday & Monday
Menu available on Facebook

Commercial Bar

101 Broadway, Townsend
(406) 266-9956 
Dining Hours:
10:00AM - 2:00AM
Closed Thanksgiving & 
Christmas
Menu available on Facebook

Copy Cup

303 N Front St, Townsend   
(406) 980-8400
Please call in business hours.
Drinks and Pastry Hours:
Mon - Fri 7:00AM - 3:00PM  
Sat 8:30AM - 2:00PM
Closed Sunday

Deep Creek Pizza Co.

415 Broadway Ste 2, Townsend  
(406) 266-0002 
Dining Hours:
11:00AM - 8:00 PM 
Closed Sunday
Menu: 
deepcreekpizzaco.com
Accepting Orders Online

Fishtale Tavern

209 Broadway St, Townsend 
(406) 266-5582 
Dining Hours:
Tuesday 10:00AM - Midnight
Wed - Sat 10:00 AM - Close
Sunday 10:00 AM - Midnight
Closed Monday
Daily Specials:
Facebook

Mint Cafe

305 Broadway St, Townsend 
(406) 266-3867 
Dining Hours:
Wed 8:00AM - 2:00 PM,  
Thur - Fri 8:00AM - 8:00PM
Sat - Sun 7:00AM - 8:00PM
Closed Monday & Tuesday
SPECIAL:
N/A

C Hangin’ C Mercantile 
& Creamery

310 S Front St, Townsend
(406) 266-9087 
Dining Hours:
Mon - Fri 7:30AM - 7:00PM
Sat 8:00AM - 7:00PM
Sun 9:00AM - 5:00PM
Menu: 
Facebook
changincmerc.square.site

Canyon Ferry Brewing & 
Taproom

300 Broadway, Townsend
(406) 694-5687
Hours: 
Wed - Fri. 4:00PM - Close 
Sat and Sun 2:00PM - Close

Kick Start Nutrition

500 N Front St, Townsend 
(406) 266-0033 
Dining Hours:
Mon - Thu 7:00AM - 2:00PM
Fri - Sat 10:00AM - 2:00PM
Closed Sunday
Daily Specials:
Facebook & Instagram

Full Belli Deli

209 S Front St, Townsend
(406) 266-5459 
Dining Hours:
Mon - Sun 7:00AM - 7:00PM

Mountie Moose Bakery

109 Broadway, Townsend 
(406) 266-5800 
Dining Hours:
Tue - Sat 7:00AM - 4:00PM
Closed Sunday & Monday
Online Ordering:
Mountie-moose-bakery.square.
site

Peking China

10 N Main St, Three Forks 
(406) 285-3225 
Dining Hours:
Tue - Sun 11:30AM - 8:30PM
Closed Monday
Menu:
Google

Rocky Mountain Supply Deli

7847 US Hwy 287, Townsend 
(406) 266-3456 
Hot & Cold To-Go Hours:
Mon-Fri6:00AM - 6:00PM
Menu:
Board Inside Store 
for Take-and Bake or 
Ready-to-Eat Pizza
Call Ahead or Order Inside

Vaquero’s Mexican 
Restaurant

219 Broadway St, Townsend
(406)266-1860
Dining Hours:
Tue - Sun 11:00AM - 9:00PM
Closed Mondays
Menu & Specials:
Facebook
Call Ahead or Order Inside

A+ STORAGEA+ STORAGE

406-266-5377, 406-580-5425406-266-5377, 406-580-5425

SEVERAL SIZES OF STORAGE UNITS
BOATS, RV's & TRAILER STORAGE

IN TOWNSEND, MT

SEVERAL SIZES OF STORAGE UNITS
BOATS, RV's & TRAILER STORAGE

IN TOWNSEND, MT

WE ARE AVAILABLE WHEN
YOU NEED US!

WE ARE AVAILABLE WHEN
YOU NEED US!

BSE Excavating
7200 Hwy 287, Townsend, MT

Brandon Bakken
Shane Tew
p - (406)266-3772
c - (406)980-1100

Mark Leyland
406-438-7315
leylandmt.com

Mark Leyland
406-438-7315
leylandmt.com

LEYLAND INSURANCE
Call me with any Medicare questions!Call me with any Medicare questions!

Turning 65 soon?Turning 65 soon?

Metered Propane

Budget Billing

Lease Tanks

Service Department

Metered Propane
Budget Billing

Lease Tanks
Service Department

7812 US-287

Townsend, MT 
406-266-4278

7812 US-287
Townsend, MT 
406-266-4278

Silos/Canyon Ferry Lake 
KOA

81 Silos Road
406-266-3100
Dining Hours:
Mon - Thu 7:30AM - 8:00PM
Menu:
Changes Weekly
Breakfast, Soup, Sandwiches to go
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Montana First Judicial District Court 
Broadwater County

In the matter of the Name Change of Olivia Perham: 
Olivia Perham, Petitioner       
Case No.: BDV-2026-45

Notice of Hearing on Name Change

This is notice that the Petitioner has asked the District Court for 
a change of name from (your name now) Olivia Darlene Perham
To (name you want) Olivia Darlene Fenerty
The hearing will be on (date) 08/14/2026 at (time) 10:30 AM

The hearing will be at the Courthouse in (county) Broad-
water County.
Filed Date 6/15/26  
Audrey Plymale, Clerk of District Court  
By Beth Campbell, Deputy Clerk of Court

Published June 19, 26, July 3 and 10, 2026
MNAXLP

MONTANA FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
BROADWATER COUNTY

In the Matter of the Estate of
ROGER FALK, Deceased.
Probate No.: DP-4-2026-0000015-IT
Judge Christopher Abbott

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned has been 
appointed as the personal representative of the above-named 
estate of Roger Falk, deceased (the "Decedent"). All persons 
having claims against the Decedent are required to present their 
claims within four months after the date of the first publication 
of this notice or said claims will be forever barred.

Claims must either be mailed to Linda Falk, return receipt 
requested, at 8890 Elgin Drive, Lafayette, CO 80026, or filed 
with the Clerk of the above-entitled Court.
Dated this 10th day of April, 2026.
Linda Falk, Personal Representative of the Estate of Roger 
Falk, deceased

Published June 26, July 3 and 10, 2026
MNAXLP

MONTANA FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT, BROAD-
WATER COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF:
TADD RICHARD FUHRMAN, Deceased.
Probate No. DP-4-2026-0000023-II

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned has been 
appointed Personal Representative of the above-named estate.  
All persons having claims against the decedent are required to 
present their claims within four months after the date of the first 
publication of this Notice or their claims will be forever barred.

Claims must either be mailed to the Personal Representative, 
return receipt requested, at Montana Business Law, PLLC, P.O. 
Box 11467, Bozeman, Montana 59719, or filed with the Clerk 
of the above-entitled Court.
DATED this 24th day of June, 2026.
/s/ Kelli Gibbs, Personal Representative

Published July 3, 10 and 17, 2026
MNAXLP

Legal NoticesLegal Notices
Legal notices are required to print in local newspapers and may hold private or public interest.
Here you may read about Probate Notices, Estate Settlements and other Judicial Actions as well
as important Broadwater County notices.

Legal notices are required to print in local newspapers and may hold private or public interest.
Here you may read about Probate Notices, Estate Settlements and other Judicial Actions as well
as important Broadwater County notices.

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE

To be sold for cash at a Trustee’s Sale on November 3, 2026, 
at 11:00 AM on the South Entrance Steps of the Broadwater 
County Courthouse located at 515 Broadway Street, Townsend, 
MT 59644, the following described real property situated in 
Broadwater County, State of Montana:

Lot 21 of Mountain Vista Estates Subdivision as shown 
in Book 2 of Plats, Page 87, located in Section 6, Township 2 
North, Range 1 East, P.M.M., Broadwater County, Montana.

More commonly known as 12 Potosi Peak, Three Forks, 
MT 59752.

Matthew Marjamaa, as Grantor, conveyed said real property 
to Rocky Mountain Title, as Trustee, to secure an obligation 
owed to Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as 
designated nominee for Manhattan Bank, Beneficiary of the 
security instrument, its successors and assigns, by Deed of 
Trust on January 8, 2010, and filed for record in the records of 
the County Clerk and Recorder in Broadwater County, State 
of Montana, on January 15, 2010 as Instrument No. 162647, 
in Book 128, at Page 154 of Official Records.

The Deed of Trust was assigned for value as follows:
Assignee: Wells Fargo Bank, NA
Assignment Dated: June 14, 2017
Assignment Recorded: June 20, 2017
Assignment Recording Information: as Instrument No. 177621, 
in Book 179, at Page 726, 

Assignee: Specialized Loan Servicing LLC
Assignment Dated: April 2, 2021
Assignment Recorded: April 13, 2021
Assignment Recording Information: as Instrument No. 189149, 
in Book 222, at Page 544, 

All in the records of the County Clerk and Recorder for Broad-
water County, Montana.
Jason J. Henderson is the Successor Trustee pursuant to a 
Substitution of Trustee recorded in the office of the Clerk and 
Recorder of Broadwater County, State of Montana, on August 
10, 2023 as Instrument No. 197010, in Book 254, at Page 13, 
of Official Records.

The Beneficiary has declared a default in the terms of said 
Deed of Trust due to the Grantor(s) failure to make monthly 
payments beginning January 1, 2026, and each month subse-
quent, which monthly installments would have been applied 
on the principal and interest due on said obligation and other 
charges against the property or loan. By reason of said default, 
the Beneficiary has declared all sums owing on the obligation 
secured by said Trust Deed immediately due and payable. The 
total amount due on this obligation is the principal sum of 
$114,401.24, interest in the sum of $3,283.88, escrow advances 
of $2,326.18, other amounts due and payable in the amount of 
$127.00 for a total amount owing of $120,138.30, plus accru-
ing interest, late charges, and other fees and costs that may be 
incurred or advanced.

The Beneficiary anticipates and may disburse such amounts 
as may be required to preserve and protect the property and 
for real property taxes that may become due or delinquent, 
unless such amounts of taxes are paid by the Grantor. If such 
amounts are paid by the Beneficiary, the amounts or taxes will 
be added to the obligations secured by the Deed of Trust. Other 

expenses to be charged against the proceeds of this sale include 
the Trustee’s fees and attorney’s fees, costs and expenses of the 
sale, and late charges, if any.

Beneficiary has elected and has directed the Trustee to sell 
the above described property to satisfy the obligation.

The sale is a public sale and any person, including the 
Beneficiary, excepting only the Trustee, may bid at the sale. 
The bid price must be paid immediately upon the close of bid-
ding in cash or cash equivalents (valid money orders, certified 
checks or cashier’s checks). The conveyance will be made by 
Trustee’s Deed, without any representation or warranty, includ-
ing warranty of title, express or implied, as the sale is made 
strictly on an as-is, where-is basis, without limitation, the sale 
is being made subject to all existing conditions, if any, of lead 
paint, mold or other environmental or health hazards. The sale 
purchaser shall be entitled to possession of the property on the 
10th day following the sale.

The Grantor, successor in interest to the Grantor, or any other 
person having an interest in the property, has the right, at any 
time prior to the Trustee’s Sale, to pay to the Beneficiary, or the 
successor in interest to the Beneficiary, the entire amount then 
due under the Deed of Trust and the obligation secured thereby 
(including costs and expenses actually incurred and attorney’s 
fees) other than such portion of the principal as would not then 
be due had no default occurred and by curing any other default 
complained of herein that is capable of being cured by tender-
ing the performance required under the obligation or to cure 
the default, by paying all costs and expenses actually incurred 
in enforcing the obligation and Deed of Trust with Successor 
Trustee’s and attorney’s fees. In the event that all defaults are 
cured the foreclosure will be dismissed and the foreclosure sale 
will be canceled.

The scheduled Trustee’s Sale may be postponed by public 
proclamation up to 15 days for any reason. In the event of a 
bankruptcy filing, the sale may be postponed by the Trustee for 
up to 120 days by public proclamation at least every 30 days.

If the Trustee is unable to convey title for any reason, the 
successful bidder’s sole and exclusive remedy shall be the return 
of monies paid to the Successor Trustee and the successful 
bidder shall have no further recourse. 

Important Notice to Potential Bidders: Federal law 
administered by the Financial Crimes Enforcement Network 
(“FinCEN”), a bureau of the U.S. Department of the Treasury, 
requires certain residential real estate transactions to be reported to 
the federal government. If you are the winning bidder at auction, 
you may be required to provide identifying information about 
yourself and, if applicable, any entity or trust purchasing the 
property. This information is required by federal law and must 
be provided to complete the sale. Failure to provide required 
information after the sale may delay or prevent issuance of the 
foreclosure deed. 

This is an attempt to collect a debt and any information 
obtained will be used for that purpose.
Dated this 17th day of June, 2026. Jason J. Henderson Substitute 
Trustee 38 2nd Avenue East
Dickinson, ND 58601 Telephone: 801-355-2886 Office Hours: 
Mon.-Fri., 8AM-5PM (MST) File No. MT21461

Published July 3, 10 and 17 2026
MNAXLP

MONTANA FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 
BROADWATER COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
MARILYN MARGARET BARNETT, Deceased.
Probate No. ADP-26-24

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Lee A. Barnett has been appointed Personal Representative 
of this estate. Claims against the decedent must be presented 
within four months after the first publication of this notice or 
be forever barred. Claims must be either mailed to the Personal 
Representative via his Attorney, Peter T. Simon (303 Broadway 
St, Townsend, MT 59644) return receipt requested, or filed with 
the Clerk of the above-titled Court.
Dated July 10, 2026.
/s/ Peter T. Simon
GALLATIN ELDER LAW & ESTATE PLANNING PLLC
Attorney for Personal Representative

Published July 10, 17 and 24, 2026
MNAXLP

CourtCourt
BeatBeat

CourtCourt
BeatBeat

Valerie Hornsveld
MT43 News Reporter

Judge Christopher Abbott presided 
over the following cases. County 
Attorney Kevin Bratcher brought 
the charges. The defense attorney Qasim Abdul-Baki, 
appointed Public Defender, acted as attorney for the cases. 

Ian Jacob Sax Ballard- Defendant appeared for his 
Initial Hearing, in which he has the charges of Strangula-
tion Partner Family Member Assault and Partner Family 
Member Assault. The defendant was ready to proceed to 
Arraignment and a Not Guilty was entered on the charges.  

Bradley James Wright- The Initial hearing on the 
Petition to revoke was held. There were several violations 
reported, Criminal Possession of Dangerous drugs, Pos-
session of Drug Paraphernalia, Stop sign violation, and 
No insurance, Residence eviction and Possession of a 
weapon (handgun). An Evidentiary Hearing is scheduled 
for September 4, 2026.

LaDawn Inez Williams- Defendant appeared for her 
Initial Hearing for Assault with a weapon. The Defendant 
was ready to proceed to Arraignment and a Not Guilty 
was entered on the charges. 

Jordon Jamor King- This was the time for the Arraign-
ment on the Charge of Driving Under the Influence of 
Alcohol 4th. A Not Guilty was entered and dates were set. 

Michelle Leigh McCauley- The defendant along with 
her attorney, Steve Scott, appeared for a Bond Modifica-
tion Hearing. The Court reduced bond from $500,000 to 
$250,000.

Jack Kenneth White- This was the time scheduled 
for the Sentencing for the charges in the DC-25-06 case. 
Mr. White is sentenced to 10 years to the Department of 
Corrections with 7 years suspended and credit for time 
served totaling 18 months. The CTFS is applied to the 
remaining 3 years Jack must serve with DOC. The Court 
will recommend Jack be screened for pre-release. All 
previous conditions are imposed with some modifications, 
including that the defendant cannot have contact with the 
victims or their family, must remain at least 2000 feet 
from them and may not be in Broadwater County with 
the exception of driving on HWY 12 and 287, staying 
between the fog lines, and he must give advance notice 
if he is coming to Broadwater County. Restitution in the 
amount of $17,837.00 was ordered.

Billings Clinic Achieves Magnet® 
Recognition for 5th Consecutive Time 

Joe Salyer
Billings Clinic Broadwater Public Relations Liaison

Billings Clinic is honored to announce that it has earned 
Magnet recognition for the fifth time, a testament to its 
continued dedication to high-quality nursing practice. The 
American Nurses Credentialing Center’s Magnet Recognition 
Program® distinguishes health care organizations that meet 
rigorous standards for nursing excellence. This credential is 
the highest national honor for professional nursing practice.

“Magnet recognition is a tremendous honor and reflects 
our commitment to delivering the highest quality of care to 
this community,” said Dania Block, Billings Clinic Chief 
Nursing Officer. “To earn Magnet recognition once was 
a great accomplishment and an incredible source of pride 
for our nurses. Our repeated achievement of this credential 
underscores the foundation of excellence and values that 
drive our entire staff to strive harder each day to meet the 
health care needs of the people we serve.”

Receiving Magnet recognition for the fifth time since 
2006 is a significant achievement for Billings Clinic. Only 
10.5% of hospitals in the United States have earned Mag-
net recognition, and just 640 hospitals nationwide and 25 
international organizations across 12 countries currently 
hold the designation. Billings Clinic is also among only 141 
hospitals in the nation to achieve Magnet recognition five 
times or more, placing it among an elite group recognized 
for sustained nursing excellence.

In 2006, Billings Clinic became the first health care 
organization in Montana and the region to earn Magnet 
recognition and has successfully maintained the designa-
tion through every four-year renewal cycle since. Today, 
it remains the only organization in the region to achieve 
Magnet recognition five times.

Research demonstrates that Magnet recognition provides 
specific benefits to health care organizations and their com-
munities, such as: 

•	 Higher patient satisfaction with nurse communication, 
availability of help and receipt of discharge information. 

•	 Lower risk of 30-day mortality and lower failure to 
rescue rates.

•	 Higher job satisfaction among nurses.
•	 Lower nurse reports of intentions to leave their positions.

Magnet recognition is the gold standard for nursing excel-
lence and is a factor when the public judges health care 
organizations. U.S. News & World Report’s annual showcase 
of “America’s Best Hospitals” includes Magnet recognition 
in its ranking criteria for quality of inpatient care.

The Magnet Model provides a framework for nursing 
practice, research, and measurement of outcomes. Through 
this framework, ANCC evaluates applicants across a number 
of components and dimensions to gauge an organization’s 
nursing excellence.
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Broadwater County 
Commissioners Agenda

Broadwater County Commissioners

515 Broadway, Townsend
Meetings are held at the Flynn Building 
on 416 Broadway St.

Current and previously recorded meet-
ings, official agenda, and minutes may be viewed on 
the website at https://www.broadwatercountymt.gov. 

Per Montana Code Annotated (MCA) 2-3-202, the 
agenda must include an item allowing public comment 
on any public matter that is not on the agenda of the 
meeting and that is within the jurisdiction of the agency 
conducting the meeting. Public comments will be taken 
either in writing before the meeting or in person at the 
beginning of the meeting. Written public comment must 
be received by 5pm the day before the meeting. This 
allows time for comments to be reviewed before the 
meeting. Mail and items for discussion and/or signature 
may occur as time allows during the meeting. Issues 
and times are subject to change. Working meetings 
will be posted on the agenda and will not be recorded. 

OFFICIAL agendas are posted at least 48 hours in 
advance of the meeting in the Courthouse (1st-floor 
bulletin board), on our website at www.broadwater-
countymt.gov, in the window of the Flynn Building, 
and in the local MT43 Newspaper when possible to 
meet the publishing deadline.

Tuesday, July 14, 2026

9:00 AM	 	 Working meeting with Bill Jarocki, 
County Administrative Officer, in CAO office, regarding 
projects and deadlines

Wednesday, July 15, 2026

10:00 AM	 Public comment on any subject not on the 
agenda, that the Commission has jurisdiction over

10:00 AM	 Discussion/Decision, Resignation of Darrel 
Folkvord to Big Sky Passenger Rail Authority Board 
and appointment of JB Howick to the Big Sky Passenger 
Rail Authority Board

10:05 AM 	 Discussion, Ordinance to change Winston 
speed limit on Weasel Creek Road from 15mph to 
25mph, 61-8-310 (2) MCA

10:10 AM	 Discussion/Decision, Debbie Kelley, Finance 
Officer, Broadwater County’s 2026/2027 Preliminary 
Budget

10:15 AM	 Discussion, Tax Increment Financing 
Application for the Wheatland Targeted Economic 
Development District

10:20 AM	 Public comment on any subject not on the 
agenda, that the Commission has jurisdiction over

The county strives to make the meeting available 
virtually but cannot guarantee access due to platform 
failure, internet interruptions, or other potential tech-
nological malfunctions

Items for Discussion / Decision / Review / 
Signature – Consent Agenda 

•	 Certificate of Survey review 
•	 Management – on-going advisory board appointments / 

Board bylaws
•	 Claims/Payroll/minutes 
•	 County Audit / Budget 
•	 Ongoing and renewing contracts 
•	 Ongoing grants, grant applications 
•	 Correspondence – support letters 
•	 Task Orders 
•	 Mail

Debi Randolph, Chair
(406) 266-9270 or (406) 980-2050

drandolph@broadwatercountymt.gov 

Lindsey Richtmyer
(406) 266-9271 or (406) 521-0834

lrichtmyer@broadwatercountymt.gov 

Jesse Swenson, Vice Chair
(406) 266-9272 or (406) 980-1213

jswenson@broadwatercountymt.gov 

E-mail:	commissioners@broadwatercountymt.gov
Future Meetings will be held at the Flynn Building 

(416 Broadway)
Please note: These meeting times/dates may change. 

Please check the county website

•	 Planning Board Meeting on July 14th at 1:00 PM
•	 Three Forks Mosquito Board Meeting on July 14th at 3:30 PM
•	 Townsend Mosquito Board Meeting on July 14th at 4:00 PM
•	 Noxious Weed Board Meeting on July 14th 7:00 PM
•	 Airport Board Meeting on July 15th at 6:00 PM
•	 Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) Meeting 

on July 16th at 1:00 PM
•	 Fair Board Meeting on July 16th at 5:15 PM
•	 Board of Health Meeting on July 20th at 3:30 PM
•	 County Parks and Recreation Meeting on July 20th at 6:00 PM

The Commissioners may be attending these board 
meetings (except the Planning Board)

More on AI Data Centers
Victor Sample

On the topic of AI data centers (actually, all massive data 
centers), the public is increasingly anti-data centers. Polls 
show that people are very vocal against data centers not only 
in their neighborhood but anywhere. 

There have been 2 articles recently about data centers 
using massive amounts of water (millions or even billions 
of gallons) in drought-stricken areas. The residents in those 
areas have been put on water restrictions even as the data 
centers consume massive amounts. In one case in Alabama, 
not only was the data center using massive amounts of water, 
but they were misreporting how much water was being used, 
thereby not paying for the water.

In Butte, anti-data center sentiment recently caused the 
cancellation of plans to expand a data center west of Butte 
near Rocker.  On “local” television news and in news articles, 
I have seen many people expressing concerns and speaking 
against the data center proposed for Broadview, MT (north 
of Billings near Lavina).

I just read that the owner of the Bonner Industrial Center 
just pulled his name from paperwork for a new data center 
in Bonner due to public opposition. Without his name, the 
project at Bonner is effectively dead.

There are 3 main concerns about the large data centers: 
electricity, water, and noise. The data centers are focusing on 
assuring that they will pay the cost of the increased electric-
ity - although it's not clear they are offering to pay the cost of 
new electricity-generating facilities. The good news is that 
Congress is considering a bill requiring the tech companies 
to pay for upgrades to the electrical grid.

They really haven’t been addressing the water or noise 
issues. A large data center in Utah is touting they will bring 
in natural gas and generate its own electricity – apparently 
forgetting that using massive amounts of natural gas will 
cause the cost of natural gas to increase. Of course, generating 
their own electricity won’t do anything for water usage and 
certainly not for noise.

Chipmaker Nvidia has just announced they have created 
new computer server chips that use a totally different cooling 
method (much like antifreeze) that doesn’t rely on water. 
However, it will be a long time before there will be enough 
of these chips manufactured to be used in large data centers 
AND they are much more expensive. Will the data centers 
actually switch to much higher cost computer chips or stick 
to water-cooled chips?

Many of the data center projects are announcing "closed 
loop" water cooling systems in order to assure the public 
they won't be using large amounts of water. However, a 
"closed loop" data center in Cheyenne discharged "fill and 
flush" water into the water reuse system, causing Cheyenne 
system to he shut down for 4 months.

The contactor building the data center and Meta (Face-
book) were fined. In addition, the Board of Public Utilities 
announced a permanent ban on accepting industrial wastewater 
from data center fill-and-flush or closed-loop operations into 
the city sewer.

Broadwater County 
Commissioners Meeting

Rachael Brug
Staff Reporter

07/01/2026

Broadwater County Commission Approves Golf Course 
Clubhouse, Tackles Regulatory Updates

The Broadwater County Commission met on July 1st 
to address several development and regulatory matters, 
approving the Old Baldy Golf Course's new clubhouse 
project while tabling decisions on budget adoption and 
regulatory amendments for further public input.

Golf Course Moves Forward:
The commission unanimously approved Old Baldy Golf 
Course's request to proceed with the construction of a 
new clubhouse on the county property. Vice President 
Scott Demars outlined plans to demolish the existing 
structure at the end of the season in mid-October, with 
the new facility operational by the end of March 2027.

The new 60-by-80-foot main building, plus an ad-
ditional 20-by-80-foot cold storage area, will include 
a beer and wine license, two golf simulators, and event 
rental space. The golf course is exploring grant funding 
and potential loans to cover construction costs, with 
final funding decisions expected by early September.

"The county's only involvement is granting permis-
sion since it's county property," noted Commission 
Chair Debi Randolph. "The golf course isn't asking 
for county funds."

Floodplain Permit Fees Increase Significantly: 
The commission approved a substantial increase to 
floodplain development permit fees, jumping from a 
flat $250 fee to between $1,500 and $1,800, depending 
on project complexity. The new fee schedule aims to 
recover actual costs associated with administering the 
county's floodplain management program through 
contracted services with Great West Engineering. 
Community Development Director Nichole Brown 
explained the increase reflects rising professional service 
rates and regulatory compliance obligations. The county 
contracts with qualified floodplain administrators for 
specialized technical review, and the new fees ensure 
applicants—rather than general taxpayers—bear these 
costs.

"This is long overdue," said Commissioner Randolph. 
"It doesn't make sense for other residents to pay for 
someone's application."

Budget Discussion Postponed: 
The commission tabled the preliminary FY 2026-27 
budget decision until July 15th to allow time for public 
presentation materials and additional staff preparation. 
County Administrative Officer Bill Jarocki presented a 
detailed budget analysis showing the county underspent 
its FY 2026 budget by approximately $755,000, or 6.4 
percent.

Personnel costs represent 67 percent of the pre-
liminary budget, with a 4.5 percent increase due to 
insurance costs, pay raises, and market adjustments. 
Jarocki noted that the county may be able to maintain 
or reduce overall expenditures when the final budget 
is adopted in September.

Commissioners emphasized transparency, request-
ing simpler public-facing budget summaries alongside 
detailed analysis sheets to be posted online before the 
public hearing notice deadline.

Regulatory Updates Pending:
The commission postponed decisions on both updated 
Buildings for Lease or Rent (BLR) regulations and 
Broadwater County subdivision regulation supplements 
until July 8th. Recent state legislation moved RV parks 
and mobile home parks from subdivision review into 
BLR review, prompting the updates.

Nichole Brown is working with Deputy County At-
torney Haransh Singh to refine language in the subdivision 
supplements regarding water system documentation, 
specifically aligning with state statute requirements 
and recent court rulings.

Next Steps:
The commission meets again on July 8th. All meeting 
materials and agendas are available on the Broadwater 
County website. Residents interested in budget details 
or county operations are invited to attend Tuesday 
morning CEO meetings at the county office.

Broadwater County Trust 
Board Continues to Provide 
Funding for 2025 Projects
Aubra Lewis
Broadwater County Trust Board

This is the last of a four-part series of articles, highlighting 
the projects that the Broadwater County Trust Board has 
supported this past year. 

In April of 2025, the Broadwater County Trust Board processed 
a grant in the amount of $10,000. This grant was requested 
by Townsend Youth Baseball to help upgrade the baseball 
fields for youth and high school baseball. This money was 
used to replace the roof on the dugouts, paint and stencil the 
dugouts, replace bases, extend the field, and extend the field's 
fencing. In addition, the money helped pay for gravel, replace 
outdated backstops, backstop fencing, and outfield fencing. 

This space continues to provide families with a safe and 
ADA-compliant place to play and watch baseball games. The 
Trust Board was excited to partner with the Townsend Youth 
and High School Baseball programs to support recreation 
for Broadwater County. 

The Broadwater County Trust Board (BCTB) was estab-
lished to oversee and manage the Broadwater County Trust 
Fund created by the sale of cabin properties along the north 
end of Canyon Ferry reservoir in the 1990’s. The purpose 
of the fund is to support recreational projects in the county. 
The interest from the investment of the trust fund principal is 
accessed through a grant process, screened and managed by 
the Trust Board. Their recommendations for grant approval 
and payments are sent to the County Commissioners for ac-
tion.  All contracts and disbursement of funds are completed 
by the Broadwater County Commission.

The BCTB meets monthly to receive, discuss, approve, 
and manage grant applications, which satisfy the criteria 
set forth in the Trust’s by-laws. These criteria can be found 
on the Trust website at https://broadwatercountytrustboard.
com/about/. 

BCTB welcomes ideas and proposals from the public 
to improve Broadwater County recreational facilities and 
their use. The BCTB usually meets on the second Tuesday 
of every month at 11:30 AM. Grant application forms can 
be found on the BCTB website at https://broadwatercoun-
tytrustboard.com/about/.
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Elkhorn Community Fellowship
126 N Cedar St. Townsend
Pastor Eric Crusch (406) 949-0183
Sunday: 11:00am- Services
Wednesday: 4:00 - 5:30pm Team KID for K - 5th Grades  
| 6:00 - 7:30pm Youth Group for 6 - 12th Grades
* 
Faith Baptist Church
5 Jack Farm Rd. Townsend
Pastor Seth Wenzel (406) 266-4219
Sunday: 10:00am Sunday School | 11:00am Morning 
Service | 6:00pm Evening Service
Wednesday: 7:00pm Bible Study & Prayer
*
Holy Cross Catholic Church
101 S Walnut St. Townsend
Parish Contact (406) 266-4811
email: office@holycrossmt.org
Sunday: 3:30pm - 4:15pm (or by appt.) Reconciliation | 
4:30pm- Mass | 5:30pm (during the school year) Dinner 
with 6:00pm Religious Ed for all Grades
Adult Education Programs found on  holycrossmt.org
Monday: 9:00am Mass |  9:30am Adoration
Tuesday: 9:00am Mass
*
Mountain Valley Church (of the CMA)
110 E Street Townsend
Pastor Eric Krueger (406) 594-7609
MountainValleyChurch.org
Sunday: 10:00am Services with Nursery, Kids and 
Youth Ministry
Wednesdays: (Paused for Summer) 6:30- 8:00pm The 
Rock Youth Ministry and Adult Bible Study Groups
Livestream:  Facebook.com/mountainValleyChurch406
Life groups meet weekly. Call for more information.
*
Radersburg Baptist Church
7 Main St, Radersburg
Special Service Pastors (406) 266-4673
Sunday: 9:45am Sunday School | 11:00am Worship
*
Set Free Christian Fellowship
424 N Pine Townsend; PO Box 1163
Pastor Carol Bergstad (406) 461-2181
Sunday: 9:30am Service | 7:00pm Set Free Recovery
Thursday: 7:00pm Bible Study
*
Seventh Day Adventist Church
200 N Cedar St. Townsend
(406) 241-0042
Saturday: 9:30 Service | 10:30am Sabbath School
Tuesday: 6:30pm Bible Study
*
Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church ELCA Synod
301 N Cherry St. Townsend
Steve Ward, Synod authorized minister (406) 220-8911
Office hours Mon & Wed 9 am to noon
Council President Rick Arnold (406) 633-2677
Sunday: 9:30am Services
Second Tuesday of the month: 4:00pm Women of the 
ELCA meet.
Bible Studies meet weekly. Call for more information.
*
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
916 Broadway St. Townsend
Bishop Matt Graham (406) 266-4255
Sunday: 9:00am Choir Practice | 10:00am Sacrament 
Meeting | 11:10am Sunday School (1st & 3rd Sundays)
Wednesday: 6:00 -  9:00pm Family History Center Open 
For Family History Center appointment call Director, 
Rebecca Mitchell, (406) 980-0270
Wednesday: 6:30pm Youth Activities
*
Townsend United Methodist Church
200 N Cedar St. Townsend
Pastor Mele Moa (406) 266-3390
TownsendUMC.org
Sunday: 9:00am Services
*
Trailhead Christian Fellowship
20 Trailhead View Dr. (5 mi. north of Townsend)
Pastor Clay Muinzer (406) 266-4406
Sunday: 9:00am Sunday School and Christian Education 
| 10:00am Services
Wednesday: 4:25 - 5:50pm Awana Program for K- 6th 
Grades | 6:15 - 8:00pm Youth Group for 7th–12th Grades

Sr. Center Meals: 
July 13 - July 17

516 2nd Street, 
Townsend, MT 
406-266-3995

Monday, July 13
Hamburger on a Bun
Carrot Coins
Pea Salad
Fruit Cocktail

Tuesday, July 14
Turkey ALA King
Mashed Potatoes
Key Largo Vegetables
Whole Grain Bread
Golden Pears

Wednesday, July 15
Polish Sausage
Sauerkraut
Steamed Potatoes
Green Beans
Baked Apples

Thursday, July 16
Montana Pasties
B r o c c o l i  a n d 

Cauliflower
Tossed Salad with 

Beans
Apricots

Friday, July 17
Deli Sandwich
Potato Salad
Pickled Beets
Sweet Peaches

SeniorSenior
CenterCenter

SeniorSenior
CenterCenter

Our WalkOur Walk
In FaithIn Faith

Medicare Remote Patient 
Monitoring Scams

Senior Medicare Patrol

A new Medicare scam is making its 
way to Montana: Remote Patient 
Monitoring Scams.

How it works:
It starts with a surprise call. These companies 
call out of the blue, acting like they are providing 
“necessary” medical gear to monitor your health 
from home. In truth, legitimate providers won’t 
call you unexpectedly to ask for a credit card for 
“Medicare approved” gear.

Scammers will try to trip you up by insisting 
you need this equipment immediately. In truth, in 
a neighboring state, a company used a person’s 
personal credit card for rehab equipment that was 
never used. If they are rushing you for a payment 
over the phone: it’s a scam.

Even if you don’t give them a credit card, they 
may use your Medicare number to bill for “Remote 
Patient Monitoring” services you never agreed to or 
received. If you see these claims on your statement 
from a doctor you have never met: it’s a scam.

This can cause a headache for you, because 
when you actually need a service later, it’s denied 
because the scammer already used your benefits 
on fake claims.

How do you protect yourself? 

•	 Guard your Medicare information or credit 
card information from anyone who calls you 
unexpectedly

•	 Check your Medicare mail: when your Medicare 
Summary Notice arrives, look for “Remote 
Patient Monitoring” charges and report the 
scam to Medicare

•	 Verify the Source: if your doctor didn’t discuss 
this during your visit, hang up immediately and 
call your doctor directly.

If you have a suspicious charge or if someone 
has been pestering you for your information, 
reach out to us (Senior Medicare Patrol) at (800) 
551-3191. We can help you report potential fraud 
and protect your benefits. We are all in this together!

Shelley Douthett 

There is a large cement pad of headstones with several of 
the Reames family. It’s covered in part by lilac bushes. I’ve 
walked around it many times, wondering about their story 
and how it fit into the history of our area. I didn’t find any 
information in Broadwater Bygones but as I dug deeper into 
the family using Ancestry, Archives, and digital newspapers, 
something clicked in my little brain, now that I’ve been 
doing this for a while.

The connections have generally come through the women 
in the family, specifically the girls born to the parents who 
made their way to the valley. Their married names may be 
familiar to some of you or even be related. Bridgewater, 
Wall, Mellot, Diehl, Green. 

I’m getting ahead of myself. Edward (Eddie) Orfellow 
Reames and Myrtle Elizabeth Carrel Reames came here from 
Newburg, Michigan, by way of Ft Benton and Helena. They 
had 7 daughters, five of whom were born in Michigan and 
another in South Dakota.  Why they left there and what made 
them stop here is lost to time. The only hint I could find was 
in the obituary for Adelaide, who drowned in the Missouri 
River just after arriving by wagon from Sandpoint, Idaho, 
where they had lived for a couple of years. 

They were moving to eastern Montana, but I wouldn’t 
call Townsend eastern Montana. Anyway, they stayed, at 
least some of them, forever. Who built the big cement pad 
and had the headstones placed is also something I couldn’t 
find any record of. I hate it when the trail goes cold.

Anyway, there are headstones for Eddie (1863-1942), 
Adelaide (1904-1916), Myrtle E. (1882-1918) and baby 
Myrtle F. (1918-1918), along with Doris Bridgewater, Ruby 
and George’s 4-month-old daughter who died in 1924. Both 
Myrtle, the mother and Myrtle, the baby, died of pneumonia 
in 1918. Eddie and his daughters remained in Townsend and 
joined the schools, church, and community. Because I am 
nosy, I tracked the daughters' lives. 

Ruby Reames married George Bridgewater in Helena. 
She probably met George at school in Townsend, as he was 
born and raised on a ranch on Gurnett Creek. They lived on a 
ranch on Ray Creek before moving to Raymond, Washington, 
where he worked as a crane operator for a logging company 
and she, a millworker in a veneer factory. Both were buried in 
Raymond. They had a daughter, Grace Marquerite (Peggy), 
who grew up here, became a nurse, and travelled and worked 
in Portland, Oregon, where she married Haskell Bailey. After 
he died, she moved back to Townsend, married Jack Huth 
and when he died, she moved to Washington to be closer to 
her now grown-up children. I made myself stop following 
this family or I would never get done chasing rabbits.  

Florence Reames married Harry Mellot Jr. He was from 
Butte, she was from Townsend, and they married in Waterloo 
in the Whitehall area. As far as I can tell, they had three 
daughters and lived in Waterloo, Butte, and ending their 
days in Hamilton. Harry worked in the automobile industry 
as a mechanic and car salesperson. Florence was the glue, 
keeping house and raising their kids.

Leah Mary Reames married three times and may be 
remembered by current Townsend residents because this 
girl was active in the community. She was first married to 
Frank Diehl, Winston and had one son, Robert. Then she 
married Paul Green, first a miner and then a grocery store 
owner. They had one daughter, Pauline. Leah was active in 
Eastern Star and many other community groups. She had a 
lot of friends. After Paul passed, she married Roy Hellender 
in 1980. She died at the age of 93 and is buried in Helena 
at Sunset Gardens.

Lucille and Claire Reames married brothers from Boze-
man. Lucille married William ‘Bill’ Wall, and they lived in 
many places, including Townsend, before settling down in 
Clancy. She was very active in Eastern Star. They adopted 
2 daughters and spent over 30 years ranching and traveling. 
She died at 101 in Helena of Alzheimer's. Both she and Bill 
are buried in Sunset Gardens in Helena. Claire married Carl 
Wall and they went on to have two sons, Richard and Donald. 
It seems they stayed in the Helena area but are buried in 
Bozeman at Sunset Memorial Park. She was also 101 when 
she died. Wow.

The reason I put in these little factoids about the fami-
lies of people interred at Centerville have more to do with 
curiosity than anything else. Chasing through family trees 
and learning how people came to be here, why they came, 
why they stayed, and what happened to those who left is a 
little bit addicting. From what I can tell, the connections 
throughout the state is kind of amazing. From Townsend to 
Waterloo, Helena, Butte, Bozeman, Hamilton, and beyond, 
makes the Reames family come alive, even though there 
isn’t much about Eddie or Myrtle in the records to really 
know them as people in our community. Their children more 
than made up for it.

The nice thing, at least in my mind, is that someone 
cared enough to build the cement pad and put in place the 
headstones of the family that stayed. The lilacs covering 
part of the pad are a nice touch and I’m always amazed at 
how hearty they are, although they didn’t bloom this year, 
like any of the other lilacs around our area. Was it because 
of the open winter or a late frost? I don’t know. 

That’s it from Centerville. Until next time, when I ran-
domly pick on some other family or person.

Whispers of the Past
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ObituariesObituaries
Joe Brummer

Family of Joe Brummer

Joe Brummer passed away from cancer complications 
on June 25th. He was born on December 5, 1948, to 
Josephine Alice Brummer and Joseph Brummer II 
and grew up in Sacramento, California. In 1967, he 
enlisted in the United States Marine Corps and served 
until 1971 in Hawaii. He served a year in Vietnam. 
After his honorable discharge, he went to Fresno State 
University in California. 

No services are planned at this time. A memorial 
service will be held later in the fall.

Most of Joe’s career was spent as a soil scientist with 
the Bureau of Reclamation. He lived in Billings from 
1983 until 1988, before the Bureau of Reclamation was 
centralized, and after that he and his family moved to 
Arvada near Denver. He worked for the government 
all over the Western United States for at least 30 years. 
Besides working in soil, he also worked with a lot of 
irrigation projects. When he retired, he received a 
certificate of service signed by President George W. 
Bush. He liked Montana and moved to a farm 8 miles 
east of Townsend in 2005. He worked as a private soil 
scientist for lot owners in subdivisions. 

Joe’s son said this about him: He was a great dad 
and husband.  He coached my little league baseball. 
He taught me everything I needed to know about fixing 
houses and cars. He was always there for me, teaching 

me a lot of new stuff. He was always a good example. 
He was always a believer and a very honest man. As 
an example, if he went home after buying groceries, 
found that he had not paid for something, he would 
return to the store and pay for it. He was there for my 
sisters and me. He always gave great guidance and was 
always very patient. 

He liked playing golf and played baseball when 
he was growing up. He was a good pitcher. He loved 
to fish; we would take the canoe or his boat out. We 
called it the Titanic because it sank a couple of times!

He was a good grandfather. He let us do a lot of the 
activities we wanted to do growing up. When I was 
playing hockey, he would take me to all the hockey 
games, and my sisters to figure skating, gymnastics, 
and meets. He and my mom would do that. We went 
all over the western United States doing that stuff. He 
loved to dance with my mom, Kathy. It was a lot of fun. 

Joe always went to Church. He was a member of 
the Trailhead Christian Church and a very strong and 
faithful Christian. He followed Christ’s example of 
feeding the poor and helping others. He opened his 
house for strangers, donated often to the Broadwater 
Food Pantry, and helped the Helping Hands Thrift Store 
move to their new location.

He was preceded in death by his parents, his wife 
Kathy, and his daughter Christine. He is survived by his 
son Joe Jr., who lives near Townsend, and his daughter 
Susan, who lives in California. Also surviving Joe and 
Kathy are their five granddaughters, named Alice, Josie, 

Sophia, Mary, and Rachel, and one grandson, Joey.
Joe has three brothers: Jim lives in Wisconsin, Jay 

lives in Boise, and John lives in Sacramento, California.
Although it is difficult to talk about it, a few days 

before his death, Joe seemed to be at peace and com-
fortable with the knowledge that he would be with 
Christ and his deceased family members. And there is 
no doubt at all that he is in Heaven now.

Joe Brummer
Photo Provided by Family

Jennifer A. Masolo

Family of Jennifer A. Masolo

March 26, 1986 – June 30, 2026

Jennifer Ann Masolo passed away unexpectedly on 
June 30, 2026, leaving behind her family and countless 
friends who will forever cherish the joy, laughter, and 
love she brought into their lives.

She was born on March 26, 1986, in Lawton, Okla-
homa, to Ronald Howard and Sookie Byon, where she 
then got to grow up in different places following her dad’s 
military career. Jennifer spent every summer visiting 
family in Montana. Those trips created a lifelong love 
for the mountains, and she always knew that one day 
Montana would become the place she called home. It 
was there that she built a life surrounded by the people 
she loved most.

Adventure was at the heart of who Jennifer was. 
Whether exploring new places, spending time outdoors, 
or simply enjoying life’s little moments, she embraced 
every opportunity with enthusiasm. But above all else, 
her greatest adventure was the beautiful life she built 
with her family. Jennifer’s world revolved around her 
husband, Beau, her daughter, Jamie, and her precious 
granddaughter, Riley. They were the center of her 

heart, and nothing brought her greater happiness than 
spending time with them. Her love for her family was 
unconditional, and they will forever carry her strength, 
warmth, and unwavering devotion with them.

Jennifer had an unforgettable presence. Her infectious 
laugh, vibrant personality, and ability to make everyone 
feel welcome turned every gathering into a celebration. 
She had a gift for bringing people together, making sure 
everyone was smiling, laughing, and creating memories 
that would last a lifetime.

Jennifer is survived by her loving husband, Beau 
Masolo; her daughter, Jamie Howard; her cherished 
granddaughter, Riley Dobbs, and her father, Ronald 
Howard. She is also survived by many extended fam-
ily members and dear friends whose lives were made 
brighter by knowing her.

She was preceded in death by her beloved grand-
parents, Betty and Lee Howard, and her aunt, Berta 
Campbell.

Jennifer’s kindness, adventurous spirit, and ability 
to fill every room with laughter will never be forgotten. 
Though her time with us was far too short, the love she 
shared and the memories she created will live on in the 
hearts of all who knew her.

Her family asks that Jennifer be remembered for the 
incredible way she lived– loving deeply, laughing often, 
embracing every adventure, and reminding everyone 

around her to enjoy life to the fullest.
She will be deeply missed, forever loved, and never 

forgotten.

Memorial Service
4:00 pm, Thursday, July 9, 2026, Townsend Fairgrounds, 
189 US Highway 12 East

Jennifer A. Masolo
Photo Provided by Family
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Thank You!

I want to say thanks and recommend 
SPEED WORKS. They did a great Job 

and are Prompt and Reasonable. 

~CB
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July 11

1903

Radersburg Items
The dance given on the 3rd was a great success. Fine 
music given by the Mockel orchestra and supper by Mrs. 
Moffett at the hotel. The supper was certainly fine, and 
everyone did justice to the delicious dainties set before 
them. At sunrise on the Fourth, cannons boomed, and 
everything was lively.  About 10 a.m., people began 
to gather at Poe’s grove for a basket picnic. At 1, the 
Declaration of Independence was read by Miss Ella 
Pennell. Song, “America”. Oration by W.E. Spangler. 
Song, “Star Spangled Banner”. The first prize on the cake 
contest for the most delicious cake was carried away 
by Mrs. Al Wright, consisting of a silver cake basket. 
The second prize was won by Mrs. Will Hamper, a set 
of silver fruit knives. About 9:30, a beautiful display 
of fireworks was set off and then all went to the hall 
again to trip the light fantastic until about 12 o’clock.

1925

Local News
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Horner and children and Mr. and 
Mrs. Tom Perkins are taking in the wonders and sights 
in the Yellowstone National Park this week.

Mr. and Mrs. S.D. Van Voast and family spent their 
Fourth vacation fishing on Sixteen. They report a very 
nice trip and a fine catch.

Mrs. C.B. Fairchild and Mrs. W.C. Whaley spent 
Sunday with guests Mr. and Mrs. J.O. Sinclair at their 
home on Riverside ranch near Toston.

Mrs. Gene McCarthy and three children and Miss 
Nellie Perkins departed for Two Dot on Tuesday where 
Mrs. McCarthy will visit her parents, Mr. and Mrs. John 
Freezer, during the month. In order to get to Two Dot, 

it was necessary to go to Big Timber and from there 
go on by auto, a much longer and roundabout route, 
necessitated by the Sixteen Mile canyon R.R. being 
inaccessible due to the land slides of the earthquake.

1953

Local News
Marge Ward and Pat Nash departed this week for Camp 
Watanopa on Seeley Lake, where they will be counselors 
at the camp. Janet Frhyling and Judy Doggett will go 
to the camp at a later date.

Recent guests at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Lyman 
Etzwiler and family were Mr. and Mrs. William Chubb 
and daughter Francis of Tacoma; Mr. and Mrs. Henry 
Nelson of Butte.

Tommy Bayles of Helena is spending the week in 
Townsend at the Tom Watkin home. Bobby is enjoying 
his usual summer visit with Mr. and Mrs. W.J. Gaab.

Mrs. Ethel Alley is spending a few weeks in Darby, 
visiting her son-in-law and daughter, Mr. and Mrs. 
Herman Magruder.

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Ulmer and Mr. and Mrs. Cactus 
Sherwood and families went up Indian Creek to picnic 
July 4th. As they were unpacking their baskets about 
three miles above Hassel, a large shaggy brown bear 
came strolling down the mountain. The children wanted 
to invite bruin to lunch but the parents hastily repacked 
and picked another spot quite a distance away.

Pat Hooks, Jeff Doggett and Dr. P.A. Ragen spent 
the Fourth at West Yellowstone.

A party of folks enjoyed a chicken picnic dinner 
on Dry Creek the Fourth.  In the group were Mr. and 
Mrs. Sam Kirksey, Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Miller and 
family, Miss Marie Hendrickson, Mr. and Mrs. Sam 
Gilstrap of the valley, and from Helena, Mr. and Mrs. 
Walter Long and Albert Funk.

Mr. and Mrs. Earl Fryhling and three daughters 
spent the Fourth of July with friends at St. Ignatius.

Mr. and Mrs. Chas. Adams spend the Fourth at 

Drummond with friends.

1970

Winston-Clasoil
Winston residents attending the annual Fourth of July 
rodeo at Ennis were Chris Cox, who accompanied 
Marcia Paulson of Helena on Sunday; Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert Masolo, who attended both days; and Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles Masolo, and Mr. and Mrs. Wesley Diehl 
and family, who attended on Sunday.

Mr. and Mrs. Fritz Barthule and Rick attended the 
pony express race at Radersburg on July Fourth.

Clif Cox left last Monday for San Francisco to reside, 
where he will be employed by a mining engineering 
company.

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Cobban and children, and Mr. 
and Mrs. Raleigh Cole and grandchildren, Vallie Trarbach 
and Merla Sears of Townsend, spent the Fourth of July 
picnicking on Beaver Creek.

Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Hohn and Ed Williams, and 
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Hohn and Beverley drove to Bozeman 
on Friday where they picked up their furniture to move 
into Helena, where Jim Hohn is employed.

Ray and Darrell Baum attended the horse races in 
Helena on Sunday afternoon.

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Suckow and two sons of Portland, 
Ore., visited with Mr. and Mrs. George Baum and Clar-
ence last Wednesday. Mr. Suckow is a cousin of Mrs. 
Baum. They were enroute home after vacationing in 
Yellowstone Park and they drove over to Canyon Ferry, 
where Mr. Suckow resided as a boy where his parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Suckow, now of Kennewick, Wash., 
resided when he was employed at the dam several 
years ago.

Jay O’Brien and Jackie and Judy Huntsberger of 
Spokane were Fourth of July visitors at the home of 
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Diehl. They all attended the horse 
races in Helena, along with Mr. and Mrs. Wesley Diehl 
and family on Saturday.

We can neither confirm nor deny reports that Marilyn 
was in the store the other day and was impressed 

by the kiddie pools. We’re pretty sure she might have 
said she wanted one for her dog. We absolutely can’t 
confirm that her manager really 
hoped we wouldn’t mention this.

Dedication of the Missouri River Paddlers Trail 43 on July 18
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Broadwater County will celebrate a major milestone in 
its growing trail network on Saturday, July 18, 2026, 
with the official dedication of the Missouri River 
Paddlers Trail 43. The ceremony begins at 10:00 a.m. 
at the Lower Toston Dam Recreation Area and river 
access site, followed immediately by an inaugural 
community float down the river.

The new river trail, identified in the Broadwater 
County Trails Vision Plan completed in November 
2025, designates the stretch of the Missouri River 
from Toston Dam to the Indian Road Day Use and 
Campground near Townsend as “Missouri River Pad-
dlers Trail 43.” The entire route lies within Broadwater 
County.  

In preparation for the July 18, 2026, Dedication 
Day, volunteers installed new signs at three access 
points—Lower Toston Dam, Toston Bridge, and 
York’s Island—work carried out in partnership with 
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks and the Broadwater 
County Trails Committee under a Memorandum of 
Understanding that affirms their shared commitment to 
maintaining safe, high-quality public recreation areas. 

Following the ceremony, participants will launch 
the inaugural float, an annual stewardship trip during 
which volunteers and partners will collect trash, as-
sess access-site conditions, and ensure trail signage 
remains in good repair, continuing the cooperative 
responsibilities outlined in the county’s agreement 
with Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks.

This 21-mile river segment is known for its gentle 
flow, attractive views, and well-developed access 
points. With four established river access sites, pad-
dlers can float any portion of the trail or enjoy the full 

length. The route is used by 
rafters, canoeists, kayak-
ers, tubers, and motorized 
boaters, making it one of 
the county’s most versatile 
recreation assets.

The dedication is timed 
to coincide with a historic 
moment: it takes place one 
week before the annual an-
niversary of the Lewis and 
Clark Expedition’s passage 
through this very stretch of 
river on August 25, 1805. 
Broadwater County of-
ficials note that the new 
trail not only enhances 
recreation but also honors 
the region’s deep historical 
significance.

Community members, 
paddlers, and river enthu-
siasts are invited to attend 
the dedication and join the 
first official float of the 
Missouri River Paddlers 
Trail 43, marking a new 
chapter in Broadwater 
County’s trail and river 
stewardship legacy.

We are seeking volun-
teers who have interests in 
trails program: Contact Al 
Christophersen, Trails Committee lead 406-439-0197, 
John Hahn, BCDC President, 406-202-1050 or Carol 
Hatfield, Broadwater County Parks, and Recreation 

Board Chair 406-431-9656. 
Follow the Broadwater County Trails activities and 

events on Facebook and Broadwater County Develop-
ment Corporation web site: www.townsendmt.com .


