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Introduction 
 

Open Space Institute’s (OSI’s) Appalachian Landscapes Protection Fund (ALPF) supports 

permanent protection of forestland for carbon mitigation and habitat resilience. The Fund 

requires that grantees meet OSI’s Stewardship and Conservation Easement Guidelines to 

ensure the climate benefits are permanently protected.  

 

This document compiles examples of conservation easement (CE) provisions that seek to 

address forest carbon storage and sequestration and terrestrial habitat resilience.  These 

examples largely come from easements funded by OSI’s ALPF and we have compiled them in 

an effort to facilitate information sharing among land trusts. Other land trusts and public 

agencies may find these examples helpful. The examples in this document can be found in 

three of the common elements of a conservation easement:  

 

Conservation Easement Purposes 

Recitals (or “whereas”) Language 

Forest Management Language 

This document and its transmittal to you by OSI do not constitute legal advice in any form. This document 

contains sample excerpts from conservation easements that were neither drafted nor reviewed by OSI in any legal 

capacity. These excerpts are compiled and posted to facilitate sharing information among land trusts, but this is 

not a curated list. OSI does not endorse the use of these excerpts and makes no representation that these excerpts 

are any more or less effective or enforceable than any other conservation easement provision.   

 

By using this document in any capacity, you hereby acknowledge the foregoing and agree to hold OSI harmless 

from any liability resulting directly or indirectly from the use or misuse of this document. 

 

Please consult legal counsel when drafting or negotiating a conservation easement. 

https://s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/osi-craft/CE-Stewardship-and-Carbon-Standards_Round-II-final.pdf


 

Users should modify these provisions to meet the specific needs or goals of their projects, and 

consult legal counsel when drafting conservation easements.  

 

Because ALPF is perhaps the first land protection Fund to require easements to address 

protection of both forest carbon and habitat resilience, the following CEs are the first of their 

kind. The examples below range from projects with a strong forest management focus to those 

that prohibit harvesting. Accordingly, some of the provisions shown below may have an 

impact on future carbon market sales. We encourage grantees and landowners interested in 

carbon markets to consult a carbon developer and guidance developed by the Land Trust 

Alliance on including considerations for carbon offset projects in easements.1  

 

We hope to continue to expand and improve this resource. Please email any comments or new 

examples to aweinberg@osiny.org.  

 

Conservation Easement Purposes  
 

1) This CE addresses climate resilience and forest carbon, as well as the balance between active 

forest management and climate benefits. (CE co-held by Vermont Land Trust & Vermont 

Housing and Conservation Board, land owned by Windmill Hill Pinnacle Association, 

Vermont, 2022). 

 

“To conserve productive, well-connected, and climate resilient forestland by protecting wildlife 

habitats, biological diversity, natural communities, riparian buffers, wetlands, soil productivity, 

water quality, above and below ground forest carbon and native flora and fauna on the Protected 

Property, and the ecological processes that sustain these natural resources values as they exist on 

the date of this instrument and as they may evolve in the future…. 

 

Recognizing that conservation of productive forestland is included in the Purposes of this Grant, 

and that both the resource values of the Protected Property and responsible forest management 

standards will evolve over time, the forest management objectives of this grant are to: Manage 

forest stands for long rotations in a manner which maximizes the opportunity for the production 

of maple sap and/or for harvesting, sustained over time, high quality sawlogs, while also 

sequestering and storing forest carbon, and maintaining a healthy, biologically diverse, and 

climate resilient forest….”  

 

2) In the following example, forest ecosystem carbon is listed as one of many purposes. 

 
1 Carbon Offsets in Conservation Easements (Land Trust Alliance 2020) is available through the Land Trust Alliance’s 
Resource Center. At the time of publication, the guide was free to download for Alliance members or available for purchase 
for $18. 

https://landtrustalliance.org/resources/learn/explore/digital-download-carbon-offsets-in-conservation-easements?queryID=de7004988596802d539d2996f3bf5ac3
https://landtrustalliance.org/resources/learn/explore/digital-download-carbon-offsets-in-conservation-easements?queryID=de7004988596802d539d2996f3bf5ac3


 

Climate resilience for plants and animals is not specifically called out but could be inferred as 

part of the first purpose. Note that “Forest Management” (the last bullet below) is a purpose in 

service to sequestering ecosystem carbon and other purposes. (Mahoosuc Land Trust, land 

owned by Town of Woodstock, Maine, 2022). 

 

“The purpose of this Conservation Easement is to conserve forever the Protected Property in its 

undeveloped condition and to prevent any use of the Protected Property that will materially impair 

or interfere with the Conservation Values of the Property as defined herein. Specifically, it is the 

purpose of this Easement (hereinafter the “Conservation Purposes”): 

▪ to safeguard biological diversity by protecting the Protected Property’s existing and 

future rare and exemplary natural communities, rare plants, protected species, and ecological 

processes and by supporting viable populations of native species and their habitats; 

▪ to store and sequester forest ecosystem carbon; 

▪ to assure the availability of the Protected Property for low-impact outdoor recreation by 

the public for the enjoyment of nature and open space, in accordance with applicable laws and 

regulations; 

▪ to protect the scenic character of the Protected Property as seen from numerous public 

vantage points; and 

▪ to support such forest management on the Protected Property as advances the above 

purposes.” 

 

3) In this draft language, the stated goal is to enable the property to be a working forest, but 

forest management must be conducted in a manner consistent with other purposes, including 

forest carbon and climate resilient forests. It would be important to ensure these provisions are 

carried through into the management plans. (CE under negotiation between private 

landowner and a Maine land trust.) 

 

“Conservation Purposes: To perpetuate the Protected Property as a sustainable commercial working 

forest through the long-term professional management and harvesting of forest resources consistent 

with the purposes below: 

…. To conserve productive, well-connected, and climate resilient forestland by protecting 

wildlife habitats, biological diversity, natural communities, riparian buffers, wetlands, soil 

productivity, water quality, above and below ground forest carbon storage and sequestration, 

native flora and fauna on the Protected Property, and the ecological processes that sustain 

these natural resource values.” 

4) The following language is excerpted from Northeast Wilderness Trust’s Forever Wild 

template CE, which includes carbon storage and sequestration as a purpose. 

 



 

“The primary purpose of this Easement is to protect the Property as Forever Wild, to (1) 

safeguard biological diversity by protecting the Property’s environments and ecological 

processes, including those described herein; (2) support viable populations of native species and 

their habitats; (3) preserve and restore the wild qualities and natural beauty of the majority of the 

Property as free from human influence, disturbance, noise, artificial light and pollution as 

practicable; and (4) to store and sequester carbon indefinitely by allowing natural processes to 

persist.” 

 

5) The CE purposes below emphasize climate resilience and all other activities appear to be 

subordinate. Note also that components of resilience are embedded throughout the subsections. 

The section on forest management calls out carbon storage as a purpose. (Lakes Region 

Conservation Trust, private family landowner, 2018, New Hampshire.) 

 

“ The preservation of the Property’s climate-resilient landscapes, where “climate resilience” is the 

ability of the land to adjust and adapt to climate change while maintaining species diversity and 

robust ecological functions. The protection of native plants, animals, and water quality on the 

Property, while recognizing that native species may move and components of natural communities 

may shift due to climate change: 

▪ Protect natural habitat of threatened and endangered species and species of greatest 

conservation need on the Property, exemplary natural communities and rare and/or 

vulnerable forest and wetland communities; 

▪ Engage in long-term responsible and ecologically sustainable forest management in a manner 

that preserves and enhances water quality, carbon storage, wildlife habitat and other 

conservation values; 

▪ Preserve ecosystems and wildlife habitats by protecting core tracts, minimizing 

fragmentation, and fostering connectivity via wildlife corridors, Protect the Property’s 

indigenous species, unique plant communities, habitats, diverse microtopography and diverse 

landforms so as to harbor rich biodiversity in the face of climate change. 

▪ Preserve areas designated as wilderness including old growth forests, so as to protect their 

wild qualities, natural beauty and ecological processes.  

 

6) In the following USDA Healthy Forest Reserve template language, a stated value is to  

increase carbon sequestration and forestry operations appears to be subordinate to conservation 

values.  

 



 

“Grantor intends that all forestry operations and activities on the Property will be conducted in 

a manner that will conserve and enhance the Conservation Values of the Property to help 

promote the recovery of Species of Concern, to improve biodiversity, and to enhance carbon 

sequestration… 

It is the purpose of this Deed to conserve, restore and enhance the Conservation Values of the 

Property to help the recovery, restoration, enhancement, maintenance and management of 

habitats for wildlife and aquatic populations that are Species of Concern; improve biodiversity, 

increase carbon sequestration; and to conserve, retore and enhance other natural resources 

associated with sustaining healthy forest ecosystems.”  

 

7) In the following three examples, the CE calls out climate change resilience in the Purposes 

sections.  

 

 “Climate Change Resilience: The property is noted for its climate change adaptation and 

resilience characteristics, particularly its calcareous soils and role in maintaining connectivity 

among intact wildlife habitat...” (Hilltown Land Trust, private landowner, 2018, 

Massachusetts) 

 

“The protection of the Property’s diverse microtopography, habitat connectivity and moderately 

calcareous soils that have been documented as being part of a climate resilient landscape that is 

likely to continue to harbor rich biodiversity even in the face of climate change.” (Southeast 

Land Trust of Hew Hampshire, private landowner, 2016) 

 

 “The purpose of this CE is to preserve and protect the native biological diversity, ecological 

processes, water resources and climate resilience characteristics of the Property. To accomplish the 

Purpose, this CE strives to protect the significant conservation values of the Property including 

but not limited to relatively natural wildlife habitat; climate resilience, as defined as the ability of 

natural systems, including species and natural communities, to adjust and adapt to climate 

change; native deciduous and coniferous forests, groundwater recharge value of karst geology; 

headwater streams; riparian forests; and scenic open space.” (Potomac Conservancy, State of 

West Virginia owns the land, 2018) 

 

Recitals (or “whereas”) Language 
 

The following five examples are some of the many ways that CE recitals can enumerate the 

climate resilience and/or carbon values of the property. Each project should include recitals 

tailored to the land and project goals. 



 

 

• “Carbon storage is important in lessening the amount of carbon rising and trapping heat in the atmosphere. 

According to the Environmental Protection Agency in 2020, forests in the United States currently offset 

11.3% of the nation’s annual carbon emissions. The provision set forth herein requiring that the forest on 

the Property be maintained in a natural state will help offset the nation’s carbon emissions.“  (CE under 

negotiation between private non-profit and Virginia Outdoors Foundation.) 

 

• “Includes 622 acres of highly connected and climate resilient forest, available for long term 

sustainable forest management and for the storage and sequestration of forest carbon…” (CE co-

held by Vermont Land Trust & Vermont Housing and Conservation Board, land owned 

by Windmill Hill Pinnacle Association, 2022) 

 

• “WHEREAS, the Protected Property is predominantly forested, providing carbon storage and 

sequestration potential; and this Conservation Easement contains specific provisions to ensure the 

capacity of the Protected Property to sequester and store forest ecosystem carbon; and 

WHEREAS, The Nature Conservancy’s Resilient Lands Mapping Tool rates the Protected Property 

as Above Average Landscape Diversity due to its soils, elevational range, north facing slopes, and 

existing habitat diversity, which will sustain Climate Resilience as defined herein and provide an 

ecological buffer against climate change; and  

WHEREAS, the Protected Property according to The Nature Conservancy Resiliency Data has a total 

of 615.5 Acres that rated “slightly above average” for resiliency…” (Mahoosuc Land Trust, land 

Town of Woodstock, Maine, 2022). 

 

• “Protection of the Property pursuant to this CE provides for the conservation of open spaces…. 

And for the maintenance of forest resources important to the region for the harvest of woods 

products and/or storage of carbon and thereby yielding significant public benefit.” (Lakes Region 

Conservation Trust, private family landowner, 2018.) 

 

• “WHEREAS, this CE will sustain the Property’s climate resilience, defined as the ability of a 

natural system to adjust and adapt to climate change, in that it will protect the native forest of a 

north-south oriented mountain and therefore provide opportunity for organisms to migrate across 

elevations and/or latitudes to adapt to changes in climate…. 

WHEREAS,  Landowner and Holder recognize and desire to protect in perpetuity the 

Conservation Values of the Property, which include intermittent and perennial streams, native 

deciduous forests and unique microhabitats which support climate resilience and sustain a variety 

of aquatic and terrestrial organisms…” (Potomac Conservancy, State of West Virginia, 2018) 

 

 

 



 

Forest Management Language 
 

The following three examples include excerpts from CE’s that seek to balance protections of a 

suite of resource values, including forest carbon, on lands that may be actively managed.  

 

1) CE co-held by Vermont Land Trust & Vermont Housing and Conservation Board, land 

owned by Windmill Hill Pinnacle Association, 2022)  

“B) Management Plans 

Grantor will from time-to-time develop comprehensive management plans, including updates, 

revisions and amendments for the Protected Property. The Management Plans shall 

1) Provide for the use and management of the Protected Property in a fashion which is 

consistent with and advances the Purposes of this Grant, and 

2) At a minimum the Management Plans shall include the provisions required under this 

Grant and shall appropriately balance all the resource attributes of and human uses of the 

Protected Property. The following items shall be addressed in the Management Plan, as 

applicable, to ensure compliance with the conditions of this Grant 

a) identify and address the management needs of the recreational uses that may need 

special or more intensive management focus, 

b) provide for how management will maintain or improve ecosystem resilience to climate 

change and maintain or increase forest carbon storage…” 

 

C. Forest Management Plan 

….The Forest Management Plan shall be consistent with the Purposes of this Grant and shall 

include at least the following elements 

1. Grantor forest management objectives… 

2. Forest stand (treatment unit) descriptions (forest types, stocking levels before and after 

harvesting, soils, topography, stand quality, site class, insect and disease occurrence, previous 

management history and prescribed silvicultural treatment including harvest schedules… 

3. Description of how management prescriptions will affect forest carbon pools and climate 

resilience…” 

 
2) CE held by Mahoosuc Land Trust over land held by the Town of Woodstock, Maine, 2022 

“ 5.A Forest Management… If any such Forest Management activity is conducted, it shall be 

performed as hereinafter specified in a manner consistent with the Conservation Purposes and in 

accordance with the following provisions: 

 

5.B Forestry Goals  

Forest Management shall be performed, to the extent reasonably practicable, in accordance with 

the following goals (“Forestry Goals”): 



 

1. Protect significant or fragile natural areas, endangered, rare, or threatened plant or 

animal species, and unique native communities; 
2. Maintain diversity of tree age classes through diverse structure and composition; 
3. Protect and enhance biological diversity which supports native flora and fauna; 
4. Protect water quality, wetlands, and riparian areas; 
5. Conserve and promote ecological health and forest productivity; 
6. Conserve scenic quality; 
7. Protect established recreational and educational features or improvements; 
8. Maintain soil productivity; 
9. Maintain or improve the overall quality of forest products; 
10. Protect significant historic and cultural features; 
11. Maintain ecosystem resilience to climate change; 
12. Maintain or enhance forest carbon stocks and the capacity to sequester additional carbon; 
13. Minimize activities which may cause negative ecological impacts. 

 
5.C Management Plan 

Any such timber harvesting shall be performed in accordance with a written Forest 

Management Plan “Plan”) consistent with the Conservation Purposes of this Easement and 

prepared by a Maine Licensed Professional Forester…. 

 

The Plan shall specify activities and practices proposed to achieve compliance with the Forestry Goals 

set forth hereinabove and shall also include and comply with at a minimum the following:  

1. A statement of the Town’s long-term goals for management of the Protected Property, specifically 

including all of those recited in Paragraph 5.C;  

2. Maps depicting access, physical features, soils, topography, timber types, habitats, special natural 

communities, recreational features, historical & cultural features, water resources, recommended 

activities and others to support the narrative;  

3. Resource descriptions and conditions:  

a. Soils, topography, physical features, site conditions and quality;  

b. Forest stands including species, age and size classes, density, and stocking levels;  

c. Special natural communities and species to be protected;  

d. Forest health, including non-native/invasive plants and insects, and diseases present or of 

concern;  

e. Carbon stocking and climate resilient characteristics;  

f. Wildlife habitat and evidence of wildlife presence;  

g. Aquatic resources including wetlands and riparian areas; and  

h. Aesthetic, recreational, cultural, educational, and historical characteristics.  

4. Prescriptions, recommendations, and proposed actions which shall:  

a. protect forest health in a manner that maintains and protects the Conservation Values;  

b. specifically address and advance the goals in Paragraph 5.C.  

c. be consistent with the Conservation Purposes and recitals of this Conservation Easement; 

and,  



 

d. address protection and management of each of the above listed resource description and 

conditions.  

 

3) CE under negotiation between private landowner and a Maine land trust. 

“Forest management and commercial timber harvesting is allowed, provided it is carried out in 

accordance with current, generally accepted Best Management Practices to protect water quality, 

and that the forest management activities are guided by a Forest Management Plan prepared by 

a Maine Licensed Forester, and approved by the Holder….The Forest Management Plan shall 

contain measures designed to achieve the following goals: 

• maintenance or improvement of the forest for diverse age, species composition and 

structure; 

• maintenance and enhancement of forest ecosystem carbon storage and sequestration;  

• maintenance of ecosystem resilience to climate change; 

• maintenance of soil productivity; 

• protection of the quality of surface and subsurface water bodies including wetlands; 

• protection of unique or fragile natural areas; 

• conservation of plant and animal species and wildlife habitat of importance; 

• conservation of aesthetic and scenic quality of forested areas when viewed from public 

vantage points on Sebago Lake and public roads. 


