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PROGRESS ON OSI'S HUDSON VALLEY GREENWAYS TRAIL PLAN
The Open Space Institute advanced its Growing Greenways: West of Hudson Greenway Trails Vision Plan
(“Growing Greenways Plan”) with the completion of a suite of improvements to the Wallkill Valley Rail Trail,
including the replacement of the Plattekill Creek Bridge. Through its Growing Greenways Plan, OSI is
improving and connecting seven major Hudson Valley trail networks spanning more than 250 miles and 20
communities. Join OSI in celebrating one of the plan’s recent successes by clicking here for a quick video glimpse
of the revitalized Wallkill Valley Rail Trail!
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OSI LEADING FOREST CARBON DATA
INITIATIVE 
The Open Space Institute was selected by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture’s Forest Legacy Program to
implement a major upgrade to National Forest Carbon
Monitoring System data. This work will help land trusts
and others strategically identify, protect, and manage
forested land to optimize its ability to store and capture
harmful carbon emissions.

COASTAL SOUTH CAROLINA ISLAND
SAVED
After nearly a decade of resolute effort, the Open
Space Institute has successfully protected the entirety
of South Carolina’s Pappas Island, culminating in the
donation of the land to the Cape Romain National
Wildlife Refuge. The pristine 125-acre barrier island,
previously threatened by development, expands vital
habitat for the refuge’s more than 290 bird species.
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AWARDING THE NEXT GENERATION
OF COMMUNITY LEADERS
The Open Space Institute has selected four exceptional
individuals to receive its 2023 Barnabas McHenry
Hudson River Valley Award. These young leaders are
enriching their communities through trail
improvements at a community forest, research on local
Revolutionary War history, public education on
challenges to clean drinking water, and improvements
to a historic garden.

HONORS FOR OSI'S BLACK RIVER
MASTER PLAN
A master plan developed to steer the OSI-led Black
River Initiative has received top honors from the
American Society of Landscape Architects in
recognition of its innovative environmental planning.
The initiative aims to create a riverine park network
and paddling route — including South Carolina’s first
new state park in 20 years — along a 70-mile stretch
of the Black River.
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Did you receive this from a colleague or friend? Subscribe to get our updates!
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