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WHAT DOES EQUITY LOOK LIKE AT THE OPEN SPACE INSTITUTE?
The opportunity to get outside and experience nature, enjoy a sense of community, and explore solutions to
address the deadly impacts of a changing climate, are critical to the health and happiness of all people. Putting
these values into practice is at the core of the Open Space Institute's commitment to creating new paths for
conservation that will bring about real and lasting benefits to a full range of people and communities. A newly
issued OSI report underscores the organization’s commitment to equity – both as an organization and in our work
to make land more accessible and inviting for everyone.
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https://openspaceinstitute.salsalabs.org/enews_july_2023?
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SAVING SIGNIFICANT LANDS
Once proposed for a 1,000-home development, 600
acres in South Carolina will be permanently protected,
thanks to the Nisbet family, the Open Space Institute,
and an innovative public-private partnership. The land
will provide a new passive recreation park for the region
while permanently protecting a source of Catawba clay,
used in the Nation’s traditional pottery for more than
6,000 years. 

BIG BENEFITS FOR A SMALL TOWN
A new community trail is coming to the Hudson Valley,
thanks to the Open Space Institute. In addition to the
new trail, OSI’s acquisition of the 90-acre “Osterhoudt
Flats” property in Marbletown, NY, will help protect
drinking water and wildlife habitat, and will mark the
first use of the town’s Community Preservation Fund,
an initiative to conserve open space. 
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EXPANDED NATURE PRESERVE IN
NEW JERSEY
Bigger nature preserves mean more space for
recreation …and clean water! Thanks to support from
the Open Space Institute’s Delaware River Watershed
Protection Fund, southern New Jersey will enjoy 85
additional acres at the Menantico Creek Preserve,
expanding recreational access and protecting the
Kirkwood-Cohansey Aquifer — the region’s primary
source of clean drinking water.

PROTECTING CLEAN WATER FOR
MILLIONS
The Open Space Institute celebrated the transfer of
261 acres adjacent to the Catskill Park’s Sundown Wild
Forest to the New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation. Located within the
Ashokan Reservoir watershed — a primary water
source for New York City — the Open Space Institute’s
protection of the property will help preserve clean
water for millions of New Yorkers. 
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https://default.salsalabs.org/Ta5b19a49-fd61-44e0-8912-fe8a3735418d/a4f2be39-0f53-440c-a4c3-4422f888c50e
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HISTORIC CONSERVATION AND
PRESERVATION 
In South Carolina, a newly conserved property will
expand a network of protected land linking the vast
Ashepoo, Combahee, and Edisto (ACE) Basin and Port
Royal Sound watersheds. The Open Space Institute
and Beaufort County recently protected a 527-acre
property featuring mature hardwood forests, flooded
impoundments, and part of the grounds of a historic
plantation.

STRATEGIC WATER PROTECTION IN
PENNSYLVANIA
Strategic land protection is vital for clean water. A 95-
acre parcel of heavily forested land in northeastern
Pennsylvania was recently protected, in part, by the
Open Space Institute’s (OSI) Delaware River
Watershed Protection Fund. The project protects the
water quality of Bear Creek, which ultimately flows into
the Delaware River – a critical Mid-Atlantic drinking
water source.   
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