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Changing the way the world sees

Welcome
Thanks to the commitment
and support from our
Orbis family we have been
continuing to fight against
the odds. You’ve helped us
adapt so that we can deliver
vital eye care to people
around the world.

An extra-special
‘Thank You’ on Mother’s Day
Do you want to say ‘Thank
You’ to your Mum, or
another special lady on
Sunday 14th March? Or give
in memory of a loved one?
You could buy one of our
inspiring virtual presents.
After purchasing your
gift, the lucky recipient
will receive a personalised
e-card. Not only will

you delight her with a
thoughtful gift that will
help save sight, you will
also be helping other mums
and their families around
the world. Just £20, for
example, could pay for a
cataract operation to restore
a person’s sight before it is
too late, helping them retain
their independence.

Find out more about how you can give the gift
of sight at eyegive.orbis.org
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In this newsletter you will see
how your support has enabled
our spirit of innovation, when
I talk about how the Orbis
Flying Eye Hospital has turned
challenges into opportunities.
Also, following your amazing
generosity to our Christmas
Appeal, we are pleased to
provide an update from
Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh.

Please share our stories with
your family and friends and
follow us on social media –
the more people who join
our fight, the sooner we will
be able to end avoidable
blindness.
With many thanks for your
support through these difficult
times. It’s great to have you
with us!

Maurice Geary
Director, Flying Eye Hospital
icare@orbis.org.uk
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Orbis is changing
the way the world
sees, and we invite
you to come along
to see how your
support is helping
the global fight
against blindness.
The spirit of innovation that
inspired our founders to put
a hospital on an aeroplane
back in the ‘70s remains
alive and well at Orbis today.
The global pandemic has
shown how our ability to
adapt has never been more
important.
With population growth,
ageing, and a rise in diabetes,
global health experts project
that blindness will actually
triple over the next three
decades if we don’t act now.
It’s a huge challenge – one
that’s now compounded by
the impact of coronavirus.
In November 2020, Orbis
launched Sightlines, our
new video and podcast series
to share stories of how
4
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we’re tackling this challenge
thanks to support from
people like you.
Hosted by Dr. Hunter Cherwek,
Vice President of Clinical
Services for Orbis International,
this series discusses the fight
against global blindness, how
the pandemic is impacting
that fight, and how we are
innovating to overcome and
move forward.
The nine episodes explore
various topics, such as
how we ensure projects
are COVID-secure to how
Orbis’s pioneering use of
telemedicine is proving
invaluable in this crisis; from
the importance of building
global eye health capacity to
adding artificial intelligence
to our toolkit in the fight
against global blindness.
Orbis is changing the way the
world sees, and we invite you
to come along to see how
your support is helping the
global fight against blindness.
You can subscribe to
Sightlines on Apple Podcasts,
Spotify, or the podcast
provider of your choice.
To find out more, go to
orbis.org.uk/sightlines
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world to remote places.”

Adapting fundraising
in Covid times

Melissa was forced to
rethink her ideas, “normally
there would be quite a
few big events with many
fundraising opportunities,
and this year none of those
have happened. I did still get
fantastic support for my Lady
Captain’s Day in September
though, where amongst
other competitions, players
used coloured golf balls, and
giant marshmallows, and we
were even accompanied by a
magician at the half-way point!
We raised £500 on the day
which we were all very pleased
with. I also organised various
small competitions, including
a ‘Texas Scramble’ for any golf
enthusiasts out there!”
Melissa remarked on how

When Melissa Perkins
contacted us early in 2020
about the upcoming year of
fundraising she was planning
on Orbis’s behalf, little did
she know how the year would
evolve. She had to adapt her
plans, while ensuring that she
could raise as much money
as possible.
Melissa, Lady Captain of The
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friends and fellow golfers were
all so willing to help as they
appreciated what a difficult
year it was for fundraising.
Away from the golf course,
Melissa also opened her
beautiful Hampshire garden
(below) to the public on a
Summer weekend, raising just
under £100, and she is now
busy planning her final big
fundraising event – a bridge
day in March.
Melissa and all those who
have supported her have so
far raised a fantastic £3,185.
We look forward to seeing
Melissa’s total fundraising
when her captaincy ends.
If you would like to fundraise
for us, please get in touch
with Fiona on
community@orbis.org.uk

Berkshire Golf Club, felt that
any funds raised for Orbis
would make an enormous
difference to people in need of
sight saving treatment. Melissa
adds, “thinking about a child
being unnecessarily blind would
surely instantly make anyone
contribute. I also loved the idea
of a plane with an operating
theatre on it flying round the
Eyewitness
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scheduled to visit with the
Flying Eye Hospital in 2020:
Bolivia, Zambia, Cameroon,
Mongolia and India.
Orbis was able to bring
in volunteer experts to
deliver live sessions through
Cybersight, combining online

This new way of
learning means we are
able to open up our
training to a much
wider audience

How we turned challenges
into opportunities
Maurice Geary, Director of
Orbis’s Flying Eye Hospital
tells us how your support has
helped us respond to recent
challenges.
The idea behind the Flying
Eye Hospital has always been
to bring high quality medical
training to clinical teams
who would not otherwise be
able to access that level of
learning. This mission hasn’t
changed for over 40 years.
What has evolved is how we
can deliver that training. We
still do live surgical training
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and lectures onboard the
plane. But thanks to our
supporters, in recent years, we
introduced simulation using
artificial eyes and mannequins.
Our telemedicine platform,
Cybersight is being used to
deliver virtual courses, and
doctors are able to connect
with experts from around the
world to discuss individual
cases and surgical techniques.
So we were well placed to
deliver virtual training to
clinical teams in the five
locations that we were
Eyewitness

modules and live Zoom
sessions, so that people
could access clinical training
remotely in their own homes.
There were concerns about
internet access for the
participants.
But actually, they were so
engaged that after their shift
they would get together with
colleagues they had been
working with on that shift,
and watch using
the hospital’s WiFi. And
we were able to shift the
times of the live sessions to
accommodate this.
www.orbis.org.uk

This new way of learning
means we are able to open
up our training to a much
wider audience. For example,
we did a course in biomedical
engineering, which initially
was for the engineers of
our partners in Zambia, but
because this was virtual
training, we were able to open
that up to our partner hospitals
right across Africa.

We have been working
towards delivering a blended
model, combining online
learning with the in-person,
hands-on, surgical skills
training that we traditionally
offer. Thanks to your support,
this year has proved that we
can continue to reach more
people using this approach
with the best of both
training methods.
To support more work like
this, go to orbis.org.uk/give
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Did you know cataract is the
leading cause of blindness
in the world?
A cataract operation would
be free to us on the NHS
but thousands of people
around the world do not have
access to the eye care they
need. With your help and a
straightforward operation,
that can take as little as
20 minutes, lives can be
transformed.
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Your contributions
provide a brighter future
for adults and children
across the world.
In September 2020 we
launched CatarAction by Orbis
– a programme designed to
give supporters a chance to
be involved with our work
each month. This initiative
aims to save sight of people
all over the world, and provide
independence and freedom
for people who are facing a
lifetime of avoidable blindness.
At the time of the launch we
had an incredible response
and are so humbled to have
our CatarAction supporters
onboard – your contributions
provide a brighter future for
adults and children across the
world.

Cameroon was only three
years old when he started
struggling with his sight.
He couldn’t see very well
when playing, and his parents
noticed that his right eye would
often slide sideways before
focusing again. His eyesight
became so bad that he ended
up falling down the stairs at
home, suffered from severe
headaches and struggled to
see the blackboard and write
at school. He eventually
dropped out of school
because of his sight.

Saliou (pictured) from

Saliou was referred to an
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Orbis-supported programme.
It was here that he was
confirmed as having cataract.
His sight-restoring operation,
a few weeks later, has
transformed his future.
Once a little boy who had to
stay indoors to keep safe, he
now loves to get outside and
play football with his friends.
He has now returned to school,
continuing his vital education.
If you would like to get
involved and contribute a
gift each month to treat
cataracts, please visit
cataraction.org.uk

www.orbis.org.uk 11

Thanks to you, more people
can access safe eye care
throughout the pandemic
While the coronavirus has
dominated our lives over the
past 12 months, once again
our Orbis family – you the
supporters, answered our
call and stood by us.
You may recall receiving our
Christmas ‘double-yoursupport’ appeal. We shared
the personal story of Biswajit
Pal, a field officer at the

Cox’s Bazar Baitush Sharaf
Hospital (CBBSH), an Orbis
partner hospital. Biswajit
works directly on the frontline
to bring eye care to low
income families and Rohingya
refugees in South East
Bangladesh.
The appeal raised £140,000
from public donations and
included a ‘double every

donation’ pledge from one
very generous supporter,
inspired by the work we do1.
Your generosity has helped set
up COVID-secure facilities for
adults and children from both
local and Rohingya refugee
communities.
Although challenges remain,
the team are now making
progress in rolling out training
for the teams and purchasing
PPE (face masks, gowns,
gloves and sanitisers) to safely
continue to treat people with
eye care needs. All thanks to
you and your loyalty to our
mission.
Key milestones achieved
during the appeal include:
• An assessment of the
hospital led by the Chief
Scientific Officer and
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Virologist from the Institute
of Epidemiology Disease
Control And Research
(IEDCR). This helped to
identify gaps and needs in
order to deliver safe
eye care services.
• Training of 10 CBBSH
team members by IEDCR
on how to roll out training
to field teams for delivery
of safe treatment and
services.
• Purchase and distribution
of over 23,000 PPE items
at CBBSH and outreach
centres.
• 24,000 patients seen
in December 2020 in a
COVID-secure environment
across all sites.
Your unwavering support
makes all this and much more
possible, meaning even more
people can receive the precious
gift of sight safely. We can’t
thank you enough for your
kindness – we couldn’t do it
without you!
Find out more at:
orbis.org.uk/update
1. Donations up to a value of £60k were matched,
making your support go even further!
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Please support our
sight-saving work with
a small monthly gift

HRH The Countess of Wessex
praises Orbis at WISH

Here’s my monthly gift of: £
Please debit my account on the

At the virtual World Innovation
Summit for Health in
November 2020, Her Royal
Highness The Countess of
Wessex commended our work.
“In Bangladesh I met children
who will now not lose out
on an education having
had cataracts removed and
being prescribed glasses.
In only four years since its
inception, Qatar Creating
Vision (funded by Qatar
Fund for Development and
implemented by Orbis) has
become a lifeline to millions
of children across India and
Bangladesh. Through Orbis,
the initiative has delivered
over 82,000 training
sessions to doctors, nurses
and crucially teachers and
community health workers.”
The Countess also spoke
about the importance of
empowering children,
“...the engagement of children
in helping to educate each

1st

Mr/Mrs/Ms First name

15th of each month

Surname

Address
Postcode
Please turn over to indicate how you would like to hear from us and to Gift Aid your donation.
Instruction to your Bank or Building Society
to pay by Direct Debit

other about the importance
of eye care is beginning to
turn the tide in understanding
that eye issues can be
treated. That glasses are good
and eyes are precious and
important tools that facilitate
study and potential work
opportunities.”
Thanks to our supporters
and our partners, during this
difficult time, we have been
able to adapt activity into
door to door community
projects, to continue to find
those with vision loss and
swiftly provide them the
support they need.

Please fill in this form and send to:
Freepost RTZE-GAZU-ZCEJ, Orbis, 10 Lower Thames Street, London, EC3R 6AF
Service user number
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To: The Manager (Name and address of your Bank or Building Society)

Branch Sort Code 		
Bank/Building Society
account number
Instruction to your Bank or Building Society: Please pay Orbis UK Direct Debits from the account
detailed in this Instruction, subject to the safeguards assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee.
I understand that this Instruction may remain with Orbis UK and, if so, details will be passed
electronically to my Bank/Building Society.
Name(s) of Account Holder(s)
Signature(s)
Banks and Building Societies may not accept Direct
Debit Instructions for some types of account.
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Please turn over for Gift Aid and Data Protection information.
Registered Charity Number 1061352 
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THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING US
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Do you see a world where
no-one is needlessly blind?
You can make a donation by returning this form to: Freepost RTZE-GAZUZCEJ, Orbis, 10 Lower Thames Street, London, EC3R 6AF. Alternatively,
you can donate online at orbis.org/give or call us on 020 7608 7269

I would like to support Orbis with a gift of £

I enclose a cheque/postal order/CAF voucher* payable to: Orbis
(Please do not send cash by post.) *delete as appropriate
or please debit my

Mastercard

Visa

CAF CharityCard

Card Number:

Expiry date:
Mr/Mrs/Ms First name

Surname

Address
Postcode

We’d love to keep in touch with you and keep you informed about our work,
fundraising activity and the difference your donations make. Please tick the
below boxes to hear from us:
Yes, please email me. My email address is
Yes, please contact me by phone. My number is
I don’t require an acknowledgment.
If you no longer wish to hear from us by post, please tick this box.
You can tell us to change or stop the way we communicate with you by
emailing icare@orbis.org.uk Please visit orbis.org.uk/privacypolicy to see
how we use your data.
Please send me information about leaving a gift in my Will to Orbis.

BOOST YOUR DONATION BY 25p OF GIFT AID
FOR EVERY £1 YOU DONATE

Yes, I would like Orbis to treat this donation and any donations I make in the
future or have made in the past 4 years as Gift Aid donations. I am a UK taxpayer
and I understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains tax than the
amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in the tax year it is my responsibility to
pay the difference. Gift Aid will be used to fund all of Orbis’s work.
Please note HMRC requires us to have
Date:
your full name and address above to Gift Aid your donation.
Sorry I am not a UK tax payer.
Registered Charity Number 1061352. Company limited by guarantee number
3303689. An affiliate of Orbis International.
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